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PREFACE. 



A Book that makes its debilt without a Preface is not unlike the unfortunate 
guest who enters a Drawing Room unannounced. Tis true that the contents of 
a Volume should in themselves suffice to explain its aim and object ; yet, through 
custom, we have got to regard a Preface and an Index as essential furniture. 
Maybe the Preface is not read nor the Index consulted — stiU, there they are, 
and the reader as he dips into the Contents finds peace and comfort in a 
knowledge of that fact. 

Volume III. of the Gazette puts on permanent record the doings of the L.B.C. 
during the year 1880, a period initiated by several changes in our Executive. 
Many of the old hands had been paid oflT, and a new crew shipped, with a 
fresh Master at the tiller. Anxiety was not unnaturally felt as to whether he 
and his subordinates would handle the vessel as deftly and judiciously as did 
their predecessors. The details of the cruise, posted up week by week, and 
herein recorded, cannot therefore be but interesting to those anxious to form an 
opinion on the subject. With an account of the official work of the Club, and its 
Runs and Races, will be found interspersed other matters which, with but few 
exceptions, have this in common — that they relate in some way, though perhaps 
at times but remotely, to The Wheel. This we have made as far as possible 
an object throughout the year. 

This record of a year's Club life will not lose in interest as time passes. 
It will remind the actors — those who made its history — of many eventful days, of 
hard fights, of old fiiends, of hopes and fears, which otherwise would have slipped 
firom memory and been long forgotten. 
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TESTIMONIAL TO MR. RUCKER. 

A general meetiDg of the subecribers to this fund will be 
held at 6.30. p.m., on Wednesday, March 10th, at 108, 
Fenchurch Street, for the purpose of deciding the nature 
of the Testimonial and the time and place of presentation. 



(Dffid«JL 

COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee^ held on the 19th 
January, the following gentlemen were elected members 
of the Club :— 

PropoMr. Seconder. 



Merchant. Arthur Herbert. Alfred Herbert. 



Name and Addme. 
Brown, Harry G. A., 

1, Bloom Grove, 

Lower Norwood ... 
Holder, Cedl H. E. 

Receiver - General's 

Office, Trinidad ... Civil Service. W. A Smith. A. H. Koch. 
PoUock,£velynH.,25, Solicitor's Ar- 

Hurlow-road, N.W. tided Clerk. P. Dulfton. J.W.Alison. 
Newman, C, 9, Cam- 
bridge-road, N.W... Qerk. R. Newman. W. R. Sewdl. 

The resignation of Mr. R. J. Scott was accepted. 

At a meeting of the Committee held on Monday, the 9th 
February, the following gentlemen were elected members 
of the Club:— 



Mame. 
Ernest Alfred Weeks, 6, 

Hampton GroTe, Sur* 

bxton Clerk W.T.Thom,}nn. M.D. Rncker, jnn. 

F. W. Nicholson, St. 

Edmnnds, Upper Rich- Medical 

mondRd. Putney, S.W. Student A. W. Chippendale T. Godlee. 

A. L. Gruggen, Nether- 
wood Heath, near « ,, ^ 
Knowle, Warwickshire Fsrmer W. J. F. Potts R.M. Gruggen. 

The resignations of Messrs. Richardson, Michael, L. A. 
Buist, and Foxwell, were accepted. 

It was unanimously decided to invite Mr. M. D. Rucker, 
Junr., to take a seat on the Committee. 

The question of Prizes for attendance at Club Meets was 
considered ; the case of two members scoring ^the highest 
number of obtainable points not being met by the Rules, it 
was decided to award the prizes as follows : — 

To Mr. A. H. Cook, N.W. District, and also to Mr. W. 
A. Smith, W. District, each of whom attended 23 meets 
and scored 46 points, a prize value £2 10s. and a silver 
medal. 

To Mr. Godlee, N.E. District, to Mr. Ryan, S.W. District, 
and to Mr. E. H. Carr, S.E. District, each a silver medal. 

Certain alterations were made in the Club Rules, in 
consequence of the resolutions passed at the Annual 
General Meeting. 

The following gentlemen were appointed a Racing 
Committee for 1880 .—Messrs. Theo. Godlee, M. D. Rucker, 
Junr., G. P. Coleman, C. J. Turner, W. T. Thorn, W. A. 
Smith, and H. R. Boyce. 

It was decided to hold the Annual Race Meeting on 
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Saturday, 26th June, and an Brenipg Race Meeting on 
Wednesday, 22nd May, provided the Stamford Bridge 
Grounds could he secured for those days. 

It was decided to invite the Cambridge University 
Bicycle Club to meet the L.B.C. at Welwyn on the 24th 
April, and to invite the Dark Blue Bicycle Club to meet 
the L.B.C. at Maidenhead on the 22nd May. 

It was decided that Mr. Theo. Godlee, should he find it 
necedsary, be authorised to employ a clerk to assist him in 
the dischargeof his duties as Captain and Treasurer. 

A letter was read from the Hon. Sec. of the Pickwick 
Bicycle Club, inviting the L.B.C. to send delegates to a 
Imeeting convened for the purpose of considering the 
advisability of holding a " Monster Meet " at Hampton 
Court.or elsewhere. It was decided that inasmuch-aa the 
.Cli^beould not attend any such meet, and delegates had 
;beei&M8ent last year to explain the action of the L.B.C., the_ 
! invitation of the Pickwick Bicycle Club should not* be 
facqppted. X * - - ^ 

b . . . 

\ .GENERA!, MEETING.:; : .. / 

At the annual. i^eneral meeting, of the London Bicycle 
CI*, held at the "Klng^'Head Tavern," Fenchurch- 
street, EC, on Wednesday, the 21st January, 1880 — 
preseat 72 , member?, Mci. M. P. Bucker, junr., in the 
chair — the report and balance-sheet were taken as read, 
.and adopted. .. > 

The O'Reilly withdrew the motjon standing on the 
agenda paper in his name. 

It was moved by Mr. W. A. Smith, and seconded by 
The O'Reilly, "That Rule 19 be varied so as to run as 
follows: — 'That a member residing more than 25 miles 
from London shall not be considered to belong to any 
district, but that any such member shall have the option 
of belonging to that district which is nearest to him, 
provided that no member not having an actual residence 
in the metropolis shall represent any district in the race 
for the District Challenge Cup.' " An amendment thereon 
was moved by Mr. Henry, and seconded by Mr. May, 
" That Rule 19 be altogether omitted." The amendment 
was put to the meeting and carried. 

It was moved by Mr. A. W. Barrett, seconded by 
Mr. F. M. Williams, and resolved, "That in future the 
power of placing members on the Absentee List be 
abolished, but that gentlemen residing more than 70 miles 
from Charing-cross may become 'Country' members by 
paying half the entrance- fee and subscription, and that 
country members-shall not belong-to any 4i«triot. * 

The Committee were authorised to make any alterations 
in the Rule* necessary in consequence of- the resolutioiw 
that had been passed. 

It- was unanimously decided to continue the Gazette. in. 
its present form throughout the ensuing year, and to 
re-elect Mr; J.- Scott^ Stokes Editor.' - -• 



The following gentlemen -were elected officers of the 
Club for ensuing year : — 

PretiderU Hon. Ion Eeith-Falooner. 

Captain Theo. Godlee. 

Treasurer Francis Godlee. 

Secretary H. B. Boyce. 

DISTRICT CAPTAINS. 

N.E.DUtriet F. Godlee. 

N,W, „ N.B. Morris. 

W. „ W. A. Smith. 

S.W, „ .. H. Jennin^. 

S.E, „ F. M. Williami. 

COMMITTEE. 

N.E, District £. H. Barrett and F. Jolly. 

iV.TT. ,\ J. W. Alison and P. Dalton. 

: . ? ^' ' '»i ^ •• ^ •^« 4^ wiW. T.J'dhpnvJna- 

S.W. „ G. P. Coleman and R. M. Gniggen. 

S.E, „ A. W. Barrett and C. J. Turner. 

Votes of thanks were then passed to the retiring Com- 
mit^tee and the Chairman, and the proceedings closed. 

^he husiness of the evening being concluded, Mr. H. K . 
Millar reminded those present that it was the last .occa- 
sioi^ on which Mr. Rucker would appiear among us as . 
captain. After briefly alluding to the long and successful 
term of Mr. Rucker's captaincy, and the many services he 
had rendered the Club, Mr. Millar proposed three cheers 
for Mr. Rucker; which were most heartily and clamorously 
given. 

L.B.C. ORCHESTRAL SOCIETY. 

I The second private Concert of this Society will take 
place at St. George's Hall, Langham Place, on Saturday 
next, 28th inst., commencing at 7.30 p.m. The programme 
will consist of four orchestral pieces, in which from thirty- 
five to forty men will take part, many of them prominent 
members of various Amateur Orchestral Societies, in addi- 
tion to members of our own; four glees, two with full 
orchestral accompaniment^ for which a number of ladies, 
relatives and friends of members, have kindly responded to 
the^requests made* in the Gazette ; a pianoforte solo by a 
lady meimber of the Royal Academy of Music', aiid a duet 
on two pianos by two members. The rest of the*programme 
will consist of songs by'the following ladies and gentlemen: 
Miss E. T. Rucker and a lady from the R.A.M., Messrs. 
H. W. Bridges, R. H. Curtis, C. Y. Lyne, R. Newman, and 
W. A. Smith. 

The L.B.C. Orchestral Society venture to appeal to 
the members of the Club to adsist them to their utmost 
ability in making this concert a success. It is needjess to 
say tihat a concert of this kind cannot be carried out 
without incurring considerable expense, and if a loss occurs 
it will fall, not upon the Club funds, but upon the pockets 
of a.few members of the Orchestral Society. Should there 
be *ny siirplus,>ft^ Pftying expenses, it will.be devoted to 
the benefit of the Club generally. Members ace.coidiaUy. 

Digitized by L:jOOQIC 



LONDON BICYCLE CLUB GAZETTE, 



invited to attend, and not only to come themselves, but to 
bring their friends, six tickets for whom, price 2s. each, 
have been sent to each member. Shoald more be required, 
they'can be obtained of either Messrs. E. C. Koch, F. Jolly, 
or M. D. Rucker, Jun., who trust that the number of tickets 
returned as unsold will prove to be very small indeed. 

" Morning di-ess " is printed on the tickets, but as some 
members prefer coming in evening dress the Committee 
wish it to be understood that it is quite optional. Tliey 
were afraid that if evening dress were compulsory the in- 
convenience of changing would prevent some members 
attending. 

A TOUR IN SWITZERLAND AND DOWN THE 

RHINE. 

(Concluded,) 

The following morning we breakfasted about nine, and 
having an hour or two to spare, paid another visit to the 
Cathedral. Rucker uid Williams were so much interested 
in the beauties of the place, and so busy purchasing articles 
as reminiscences, that the time slipped away, and they 
were much surprised to find, when they at last consulted 
their watches, that there was only half an hour left to get 
back to the hotel, pay the bill, and catch the train. The 
said bill, like most things at Cologne, was very dear, in 
fact the dearest of a series of dear ones, and we cannot 
recommend the Hotel Victoria to our brother members. 
As not one of the party could speak German fluently, 
we had no end of trouble at the station, which was 
considerably increased by the scarcity of money in the 
party, the treasurer having to collect ten marks firom 
one man, twenty from another, and so on ; as the tour had 
cost us all a good deal more than we anticipated, and 
consequently funds were very low. We got over our 
diflftculties, however, at last, and felt much relieved when 
we steamed out of the station, as it looked " long odds " 
at one time that we should be left behind. We reached 
Brussels without any adventure, and found we had to wait 
about two hours before the train left for Calais, so as we 
all felt ravenous, having only had a very slight luncheon, 
it was put to the vote that we should dine without delay, 
but the treasurer was reluctantly compelled to move an 
amendment, namely, that we should first find out if we had 
sufficient money between us to pay for it. After an appeal 
to the patriotism of each individual of the " eight," every 
man turned out his pockets, and we found we were better 
off than we had dared to hope, so the treasurer withdrew 
his amendment, and the original motion was carried 
unanimously. We preceded to the restaurant at tUfc Qare, 
and feasted on Bift^ks h, Tlmper^trice, etc., which seemed 
doubly good when we thought how nearly we had had to 
go without them. After having refreshed the inner man 
we left the station and visited a large fair. There were all 
sorts of funny things to be seen, but what amused us mostly 



were the shooting galleries, with the most original of 
targets. We were soon in the train again, and reached 
Calais a little before 1 a.m. ; it did not take us long to 
stow the machines, and then we turned in, feeling rather 
tired after our long railway journey. At Dover the eight 
broke up, some going to London by train, others to 
firigliton and East Grinstead by road, and one had to 
remain in Dover until money could be sent to enable 
him to complete his holiday trip. Thus ended a most 
enjoyable tour through the most varied scenery, and in fine 
weather, although at first the heat was too great to be 
comfortable. We were riding eight days, and the total 
mileage taken by G. P. Coleman's indicator was 365 miles. 
This is but a short distance to cover in the time, but, as 
previously stated, our object was to gain as much enjoy- 
ment as possible, and our bicycles were merely used for 
this purpose. 

THROUGH THE MIDLANDS AND THE WYE 
VALLEY. 

We left Norwood on the morning of the 16th of August, 
and rode through Croydon and Merton to Kingston, where 
we met Trollope, who had just returned from the Rhine 
tour. Before going further it may interest members to 
know that one of us rode a 50-in. Singer's "Extraordinary." 
This novel machine proved a first-class roadster. Its rider 
found no difficulty in keeping pace with the ordinary 
bicycle ; and in hill climbing its powers astonished us. All 
who are afraid of croppers should use these machines, as 
going over the handles is almost an impossibility. Between 
Kingston and Uxbridge we were many times compelled to 
seek shelter from the rain. After lunch at the '' Chequers" 
we went along the Oxford Road for a few miles, and then 
turned to the right up the valley of the Misbourn, which 
nins all the way firom Wendover. We found the road 
rather hilly, which is usual with roads running up valleys, 
as they are always taken over the spurs of the sloping hills. 
At Chalfont St. Peters the river crosses the road, and the 
rider of the "Extraordinary," not seeing the foot-bridge, 
attempted to ride through. Owing to the heavy rains the 
water was very high and rapid, and had washed a deep 
channel in the middle, so that his machine "stopped 
short," and he found himself in the ignominious position of 
being up to his waist in water. The misfortune occurred 
opposite an inn, and was witnessed by a gentleman staying 
there, who came out and most kindly lent a suit of clothes, 
while the wet ones were dried. The innkeeper being also 
the butcher we had no trouble in getting some dinner, and 
in about three hours we started again ; but on nearing 
Amersham we found the road (which is a gravel one), in a 
frightful state, having been completely destroyed by the 
terrific rains of the few previous days. We struggled 
through the loose shingle, hoping every turn in the road 
would show an improvement, but it continued in this state 
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the whole way to Wendover, a distance of 9i miles. At 
the foot of some of the hills we were compelled to dismount, 
as the sand and stones had washed down, and accumulated 
to such a depth that our wheels refused to move. From 
Wendover to Aylesbury there was a great improvement in 
the surface, but we found the paving through the town 
very rough. After going about five miles farther, mostly 
up hill, we came to the village of Whitchurch, and, as it 
was getting dark, we put up at a small inn. The landlord 
was very obliging, but the accommodation was not all that 
could be desired. Distance, 59 miles. 

The evening had been beautifully fine, so we were not 
prepared for such a pouring morning ; but as we did not 
relish stopping any longer at the inn we started for Winslow 
(six miles). We had only gone about two miles when the 
rain came down so heavily that we ran into a farmyard, 
and remained there for two hours, till hunger compelled 
us to jump on the machines and rush to Winslow. We 
were rather wet when we got there, but a good dinner and 
a fire at the " Bell " soon made us comfortable. As the 
rain did not cease all the remainder of the day, we did not 
make another start till the next morning. Although fine 
overhead, we found the roads very muddy and rough to 
Buckingham. We saw nothing in the town to tempt us to 
stop, so at once started for Banbury, taking the road via 
the " Barley Mow Inn " (now a private house) and Ajmhoe, 
which, although a mile or two longer, is stated to be much 
less hilly. There is a steep hill up out of Buckingham, and 
the road for about five miles is of an oolite description ; but 
when we had reached four cross roads the surface suddenly 
changed to gravel. We soon covered a few miles, and were 
beginning to congratulate ourselves on the agreeable change 
when we found we were on the oolite again. On looking 
at the map we discovered that the road had crossed a pro- 
jection of the county of Oxford, and hence the change of 
road material. At Aynhoe we were surprised at the 
number of apricot trees on the walls of the houses, and 
every tree loaded with fruit. Even in the streets every 
house had its tree, and anyone walking on the pavement 
could easily help himself ; but we presume that there can 
be no dishonest people in that district. Out of Aynhoe 
there is a steep hill down ; but thence to Banbury the road 
is very wide, and almost level. We entered Banbury down 
a long, straight hill. The streets are wide, and the Cross 
is a prominent object in the centre of the town. We put 
up at the '' Buck and Bell," and asked for some dinner. 
We say "asked," because they had not any meat in the 
house, and after a forage round the town thejr returned with 
the pleasing intimation that there rrnsnane in the town. We 
were very incredulous about the matter till, as we were 
leaving, we saw a butcher's shop, and there was 
certainly nothing in it but iron hooks! We had 
to be satisfied with the usual ham and eggs, though 
the ham was imusually salt ; but^ notwithstandmg the 



bad fare, the charge was very high. From here to 
Southam the road is undulating, with two or three stifBsh 
pulls, but a tolerable surface. Showers now fell very fre* 
quently, and we had to get under trees every few miles. 
At Ladbroke we got some milk at a public, and were much 
amused by a farmer (slightly *' on,") who repeatedly im- 
pressed on us that " everything came off the larfid" The 
road to Leamington turns off to the left just before entering 
Southam, and is slightly up-hill to Ufton, where there is a 
very steep and long hill down. As soon as we crossed the 
river in Leamington, we turned to the left and rode up the 
High-street. The town is remarkably fine, and although 
after the style of Cheltenham, we thought it far superior. 
To Eenilworth is five miles, undulating, with a stiff hill after 
crossing the Avon. We stopped at the "King's Head," 
the touring hotel, evidently largely patronised by Americans, 
and of course we were charged accordingly. We walked to 
the ruins of the Castle, but were too kte to gain admission, 
so had to be content with external views. Distance 51 
miles. 

Next morning we were off by seven o'clock, and were 
soon at Warwick, passing Guy's Cliff on the way. In the 
High-street of Warwick there is a curious church built on 
arches, and in the olden days the road went underneath, 
but now it is carried round it. We took a rather longer 
route to Stratford-on-Avon, hoping to get a more level road, 
but we missed a turning and went about ten miles out of 
our way. We did not discover our error till we found our- 
selves in Wotton Park, and we had to retrace our steps to 
Wellesboume, and thence to Stratford. After breakfast 
we saw Shakespeare's house, and left for Alcester (8 miles); 
first half all up-hill, the remainder all down. Here the 
floods and rain had played sad work with the roads, and 
the water had only just subsided. To Droitwich we found 
the road very bad and hilly, being evidently little used. 
After going four miles there is a very steep hill to be 
walked, on the summit of which runs the Roman " Fosse 
Way," and from which a fine view of the country is 
obtained. Then follows a very rough descent, and the 
road is mostly on the fall to Feckenham. Here the rain 
began again, and we sheltered under some trees, opposite a 
mill. The proprietor lived in a house adjoining, and seeing 
us, most kindly came out and gave us some refreshment. 
After waiting about half-an-hour, in vain, for the rain to 
cease, we put on our mackintoshes and ran into 
Droitwich, about seven miles, fortunately nearly level. 
We did not expect to find Droitwich an agreeable town, 
but we were not prepared for such a dirty place — ^in fact, it 
is no -better than one of the Pottery towns. We tried 
to get some dinner at the best hotel we could find, but we 
were coolly referred to a restaurant, where we got a cold 
meat repast. As we left the town we saw a much better 
hotel, and were very sorry we had not seen it earlier. From 
here we skirted Westwood Park (Lord Hampton's), and 
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when we neared the Severn we found the orchards on either 
side of the road covered with water, and, as the road was 
falling, we feared we should soon find it impassable. We 
were relieved, however, by the road rising to the Holt 
Bridge, where a small toll is charged for crossing. Near 
Witley Court, the fine seat of Earl Dudley, we were com- 
pelled to stop for an hour, owing to the lieavy rain, and at 
the "Hundred House" — a large county hotel — a little 
further on, we stayed for tea. Here we left the main road 
to visit some firiends, and soon found ourselves descending 
a very steep, winding hill. The "Extraordinary" was 
going down very slowly, with the brake hard on, when 
suddenly the brake gave way, and the machine started ofi* 
with tremendous speed. The rider immediately "took*' 
the hedge, and neither machine nor rider was hurt. The 
cause of the accident was the end of the lever of the brake 
coming out of the slipper-piece. This arose through the 
fulcrum of the lever sliding on the handle bar. The roads 
were excessively rough and hilly, by Clows Top to Mamble, 
where we stayed. Distance, 60 miles. 

We did not leave till the next afternoon, and then had a 
wet ride through Tenbury to Ludlow.' Distance, 17 miles. 
We remained here with friends, and made it our head- 
quarters for nearly a fortnight. While here we went for a 
few days into North Wales — Barmouth, Dolgelly, Cader 
Idris, etc., but we did not take our bicycles, and we were 
very glad we had left them behind when we saw the roads. 
We also took many rides about the* neighbourhood, and 
one day rode through part of Radnorshire, by way of 
Leintwardine, Knighton, and Presteign ; but, though the 
scenery was exceptionally fine, the roads were unusually 
rough. Between Knighton and Presteign the road twice 
crosses " Offa's Dyke," a wonderful earthen rampart, made 
by King OfiFa, which runs from North to South Wales, and 
which was evidently once the boundary between England 
and Wales. A stone is erected by the roadside, with the 
following inscription :— " Offa's Dyke, made A.D. 757." 

We left Ludlow on Sept. 6th, and rode to Leominster. 
Roads still very rough. A few miles further on we had a 
very long climb over Dinmore Hill, the ascent being quite a 
mile long, but the descent is much less. Wlien within 
three miles of Hereford, as we were passing the end of a 
bye-road, we were much surprised to see A. Ogier Ward 
coming along it on his bicycle, accompanied by a friend on 
horseback. We were only able to have a few hasty words, 
as his friend was waiting. Knowing Hereford well, we 
did not stop, but left by the Ross road. After going three 
miles we had a very long stiff hill up to Callow. After 
this the road improved somewhat, and we rode to within a 
few miles of Roas before turning off to Monmouth. This 
road was level for two or three miles, then some steep hills 
down to the village of Whitchurch, where there is a good 
bit of up hill ; afterwards all down into Monmouth. The 
scenery during the last three miles is very good, being the 



first glimpse of the real Wye Valley. We dined at the 
" Angel," and left for Chepstow. The road runs along the 
bottom of the valley by the side of the river, and is nearly 
level to Bigswear, where we crossed the river. It is 
obvious that tliis road has been paved at some previous 
time, as in many places the upper material is wearing off 
and exposing the stones; consequently it is frightfully 
rough travelling. The slopes of the hiUs are wooded, so 
the scenery is fine. There is a slight rise from Bigswear, 
followed by an incline to Tintem. We spent a good time 
seeing the Abbey, the ruins of which are very extensive 
and kept in excellent order. People are warned not to go 
to the top of the walls, but of course everybody goes, and 
there is not much danger, except to persons with giddy 
heads. While sitting on a rustic seat enjoying the view, 
we heard sounds as of falling stones, but soon discovered 
that we were sitting under the boughs of a huge pear tree 
loaded with fruit, and that, instead of stones, ripe " Orauge 
Bergamots " were falling around us. We had a good store 
in our pockets when we left for the Moss Cottage, and the 
Wyndcliff— the road rising nearly all the way. The 
former is a small house, lined inside with moss, where 
refreshments are supplied to those wlio climb up the 
Wyndclitf. This is an almost perpendicular rock, 1552 
feet high, that rises from the road, and up which a winding 
walk, aided by many steps, has been cut It is very 
pretty, winding in and out of shrubs, etc., and the view 
obtained from the top is magnificent. It looks down on 
the Wye below and over the Bristol Channel, and, accord- 
ing to report, thirteen counties can be seen. Still uphill 
for another mile, and then all the rest of the way to 
Chepstow is downhill, except a short stiff bit about a mile 
from the town. Distance 60 miles. We stayed at the 
" George ; " tourist hotel and dear. Next morning we left 
at 8.30 for New Passage^ and we had only gone a short 
distance before a thorough wet day began. By the time 
we reached the ferry we were completely drenched. (Fares 
4d selves, 6d bicycles.) On arrival the other side, as the 
rain showed no sign of ceasing, we decided to make for 
Bristol, as we could not get any more wet than we were. 
The first five miles were level, but the rest was very hilly. 
The surface was oolite, and just as we entered Bristol 
(15 miles) the "Extraordinary" slipped on the greassy 
material outsideways from beneath its rider ; the result 
was a broken crank. This necessitated his taking the train 
home, and as the other one was so well acquainted with 
the road to London (thanks to Bath races) he did not care 
to ride it over again by himself in pouring rain, so both 
trained it. Thus ended our trip ; and, although we had a , 
great deal of rain, yet we think we had our fair share of 
the small amount of fine weather England has enjoyed 
this year. 

A. & A. Hebbert. 
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A TOUR THROUGH FRANCE TO THE PYRENEES. 
(Continued from page 297, vol. li.) 

Wednesday, 27th August. — We had intended to resume 
our journey at daybreak this morning to Limoges, distant 
some 72 miles, but as the efifects of the heat and fatigue of 
the previous day had hardly worn off, we were little inclined 
to carry out our plan, more especially when we were told 
that much of the country through which we proposed to 
pass presented few features of interest, though the surface 
of the roads were exceedingly good. We afterwards 
doubted the accuracy of our information with regard to 
the unattractive scenery before us, for when we passed by 
rail through much of the country on our intended route, 
we were surprised to find it not only well timbered and full 
of undulating variety, but that it contained many inter- 
esting ruins of medieeval ages. Chateauroux is a town of 
industrial importance, as it is the centre of the iron trade 
and also contains a large tobacco manufactory, of which we 
took advantage to replenish our stock of smokables with a 
superior article at a reduced outlay. This town presents 
very few objects of interest to travellers, and as the country 
immediately around it is very flat and scantily supplied 
with trees, we were not tempted to wander far from our 
hotel After the description we had received of this 
neighbourhood, we were ^anxious to arrive speedily in the 
vicinity of the Pyrenees, and decided to leave here by the 
afternoon train for Toulouse — ^a journey that occupied 
twelve hours. Our hotel was very comfortable and con- 
tained good accommodation for bicycles, but was perhaps a 
little expensive, the bill amounting to 18s. for both of us. 
The half hour which we spent at the station previous to 
the arrival of the train proved only just sufficient 
time to go through the various details of weighing, 
registering, and labelling the bicycles in a remote 
corner, and afterwards to procure tickets for ourselves. 
The officials were surprised to find that the machines 
were under the regulation weight of either 60 or 80 lbs., 
and appeared to come to the conclusion that they could 
only charge a booking fee of a sous (Jd.), after carefully 
weighing them two or three times — a precaution that nearly 
lost us the train. We had as travelling companions three 
Spaniards, who were returning to their own country after 
spending some years in England, and who occupied many 
hours in relating to us various amusing anecdotes and 
adventures they had had during their long period of travel. 
Sleeping proved to be a matter of great difficulty, both on 
account of a continuous shaking and the irregular rate of 
speed. 

Thursday, 28th August. — We arrived in Toulouse about 
3.30 a.m., and believed that a few hours of quiet sleep 
was indispensable to restore us to our normal condition 
after so long a journey. This notion proved to be a 
mistake, for after we bad enjoyed a very necessary wash 
in a copious supply of water and utilised our own 



indispensable soap, these slothful inclinations vanished, and 
we decided, as we sipped the cafeau lait and watched the 
day just beginning to dawn, to make an early start for 
St. Gaudens, along the banks of the Garonne, distant 
55 miles. It was market day in Toulouse, and as we 
wheeled our bicycles over the paving to the opposite 
end of the town at about four a.m., we found that the 
peasantry were already commencing to flock in from the 
surrounding country with their baskets of delicious- 
looking fruit and vegetables, all arran^jed with wonderful 
neatness and taste. The market place itself presented 
a very animated scene of bustle and activity ; some of the 
stalls, at this hour, were apparently completely arranged 
and ready for the business of the day that seeemed just 
about to commence. The vivacity of manner that these 
people displayed, and the curious variety of their costumes, 
together with the richness and general harmony of colour, 
afforded us as much interest and amusement as our 
appearance seemed to give them. A walk of some two 
milesat length brought us clear of the paving, and a large 
proportion of the market carts that had at times blocked 
our passage through the streets. Toulouse contains many 
objects of antiquity, and at least a day should be spent iu 
inspecting them ; but as our time was getting short, and 
the mountain scenery was still unexplored, we were un- 
willing to devote a day to this purpose, Once out of the 
town, we soon began to make progress and find out our 
bearings, though, as is usual with the approach^ to most 
largo towns, the surface of this road for the first five miles 
to Portet was very rough, and full of holes. Portet is a 
picturesque little village on the banks of the Garonne, and 
marks the spot where the allied forces under the command 
of the Duke of Wellington made an unsuccessful attempt 
to cross the river on their march upon Toulouse, but found 
that the swiftness of the current and the width of the 
stream rendered it unfordable at this point. Beyond 
Portet the road runs nearer to the river than before, so that 
from time to time we could hear the water hissing and 
splashing among the rocks through, which it forces its way. 
The further we rode along this hitherto level road the 
more interesting the scenery became, till at length we 
could discern a hard, irregular outline in the distance 
against the sky, which appeared at first sight dis- 
connected with anytliiug beneath it, but on a nearer 
view proved to be formed by the summits of peaks 
which constitute part of the lofty Pyrenean chain. 
As we rode on at a faster pace in our anxiety to obtain a 
better view, for some time the rugged outline seemed 
neither perceptibly to increase in firmness nor to be even 
temporarily excluded from sight by the morning mist that 
enveloped the remainder of the range. As time wore on, 
and no more than we had already seen of the chain was 
disclosed to view, we concluded that it might still be a long 
way off, and that in consequence we must hope to see more 
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an honr or so hence, and in the meantime settle down to a 
steadier pace. As we neared Mnret, distancje 13 miles, the 
roads became firm and free from saperfluous dust, notwith- 
standing the fact that there is little shelter from a burning 
sun, and continued, with few exceptions, in excellent con- 
dition from here to St. Gaudens. The change in the 
appearance of the mountain scene was as rapid as it was 
unexpected, for as soon as the sun increased in warmth the 
mist rapidly dispersed, and disclosed to "view a pioture of 
varied beauty iind romantie grandeur^-a surprise that was 
rendered still greater when we found that we were mucH 
nearer to the base of the mountains than we had believed 
ourselveB to be, so thick was the veil of mist that hung 
around, 'KM. GnuGaBN. 



.THINGS WE HAVE HEARD. 
That the next event of interest to the Club is the concert 
on^SatiEtrday next at St George^s Hall. 



'♦- 



That; it is sure^.to be a big success as a performance, and 
I diall be'aurprised if members don't bring their friends in 
sufficient force to make it successful in every way. 

' ' . • " • ♦ ♦ • • 

At the rehearsal on Thursday night there were twenty- 
nine in the band, and several who will play at the concert 
were unable to attend. Great credit is due to the ladies 
who have so kindly consented to sing in the glees for 
attending the practice in such force. From the way in ' 
which the glees went anyone would have thought they 
were accustomed to sing together. 

• ♦•♦•♦ 

The last move of importance to bicyclists was the meeting 
of the Bicycle Touring Club at Anderton's Hotel. It was 
largely attended by members of metropolitan Clubs, and 
provincial riders had travelled great distances in order to 
be present. That the Club is in a most flourishing condi- 
tion, and that it is doing good work for the sport, no one 
can doubt. It is extremely useful for members to be able 
to find out eveiy thing in connection with a place they 
purpose visiting with so little trouble*. ♦ The consuls are 
always prepared to^ give any information required, such as 
state of roads, best n^utes and -places of interest in their 
district, either by letter or personally, should the member 
requiring information call at his address. The subscription 
is only 28. <6d, per annum, and the information contained 
in the handbook: alone is worth more. It gives- a^list of 
most of the principal towns in England, Wales,' Scotland, 
and Ireland (and as the. Club increases, so will the list), 
with the bjBsthotels, and places where repairs can be done. 
Many might object to avail themselves of the special 
B.T.Ci^tariff.at4;he.' hotels, fearing they might not receive 
so much attention, but it is useful to' know where there is 
a room for your /cycle, and where it will be taken care of. 
In mawy-rtxthe^-hotels a private room is reserved ^ecidly 



for bicyclists. Those who cared to avail themselves of the 
hot^l tariff would save their year's subscription in a day. 
The association should be supported, and I advise members 
to procure rules and full particulars, and then to join. 
. - ♦ •' • • • • 

At the late meeting, when discussing the expense of 
issuing a monthly circular independently of the " Cycling " 
or any other paper, our " Gazette " was twice put up as a 
warning, and was called a complete failure. It was amusing 
to hew- Rucker indignantly deny that it was a failure. That 
it was a jgreat expense he admitted ; but if the members 
were able and wifliug to pay for it, what had that to do 
with anyone else? It was a Club paper, for private circula- 
tion amongst its members only, and therefore he did not 
wish to advertise it, but at the same time he could not sit 
still' and hear it called a failure. The fact of its being 
ummimously decided at tiie General Meeting to continue 
its. publication, was sufficient proof that those who alone 
were interested did not consider it so. 

m' m ' • ♦ • ♦ 

That one of our members was summoned before the 
Bucks jnagistrates, that he " did unlawfully ride a certain 
bicycle on the footpath by the side of a ^certain public 
highway called the Oxford road." Result— fined five 
shillings and eleven shillings costs. He will probably in 
future pay more attention to Regulation 6 for Meets. 
• ••♦♦* 

A. E. Derkinderen, who raced with considerable success 
as an amateur, first in London and lately in the Midlands, 
has joined the professional ranks, and has entered for the 
next six days' tournament at the Agricultural HalL His 
riding will be watched with interest.' Eavbsdroppbe. 



To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette, 
Sm,— All of us, or most of us, have beard of incredible 
distances having been ridden by men on the iron .steed. I 
should be glad if some members who have kept account 
of their runs would send them to tlie Gazette,' so as to 
see what has really been done: I enclose my small total, and 
finish by saying I commenced to ride m September, li874. 

Miles. 

1874 384.. 

1875.. : ,..,..,.,.^ .2,96(>, , 

1876... ...- 2,742 

1877 :....•.:....'... 5,002i 

1878 ....:........;...:...:. 3,090 

1879 • ..:..; :... 2,882^ 

Total '. 17,061 

I am, Sir, 

G>. p. Coleman. . 

To the Editor of the London 'Bicycle Club Gazette; 
Dear Sm,— Will you aHow iiie to inform those members 
who were not present at the General Meeting, and have 
not yet paid their subscriptions, that during my. brother's 
absence, until furthe.i: notice, all communicjitions for .the 
Treasurer addressed to him or myself at this address will 
be attended to in diie course.— Yours truly, . 

Theo. Godlee, 
Whip's Gross-, -Walthamstow. ^ * , - — .- . 



Digitized by 



L^oogle 



LONDON BICYCLE CLUB GAZETTE. 



BORDEAUX TO PAU, THE PYRENEES, AND 

ACROSS FRANCE TO NANTES. 

{Cahtinued /ram page 302, toI. ii.) 

Sept. 22 (continued). Near the top we came into a kind 
of small basin, where there are three or four small blue 
tarns, and above apparently no exit at all, but after a 
further rough scramble the top (7,930 feet) was reached, 
and passing through a narrow passage cut in the rocky 
ridge between the Pic de Sauvegarde and Pic de la Mine, 
we suddenly came into full view of the Spanish side, the 
grand Maladetta with its enormous glaciers and eternal 
snow facing us, and apparently quite close. After being 
in the clouds for the last one and a half hours', and 
having been told at Luchon that we stood no chance of 
seeing anything on such a day, we were delighted to here 
suddenly emerge into bright sunshine and clear air. The 
chain of more verdant mountains to the right gradually 
softening down in the far distance was exceedingly 
fine, but words can hardly convey the sublime gran- 
deur of such a panorama altogether. We descended 
some yards down into Spain (Province of Arragon) to a 
small cabin, where we consumed a bottle of rather heady 
Spanish wine, and then sitting in the sun " watching " the 
scenery, sang songs, " Farewell " and " Adieu," etc. 
(although we had'nt 8f.en any senoras, but we had seen a 
typical Spanish priest on a mule coming over). Tearing 
ourselves away at last, we scrambled down the same way 
to the Hospice and drove thence to Luchon, getting in 
just at dinner time. We immensely enjoyed this our last 
and best excursion in the Pyrenees. After dinner we did 
a little shopping, each member providing liimself with the 
" boina" or " berret" the Pyreuean head-gear, and very 
comfortable these caps are, everybody wears them in all 
seasons there. Women either wear gay coloured hand- 
kerchiefe or caps, and we noticed some at different places 
who had either short dresses and stockings without feet, 
that is ending at the ankle, or top of salx)ts or boots. 

Sept. 23. Bagn^res de Luchon to Masseube. We cannot 
recommend the " Hotel Richelieu," as, apart from one or 
two extras overcharged us, we heard several complaints of 
the scantiness of the table, and certainly were not overfed. 
Mounting at the door, we left the town in single file with 
great fclat, the captain leading the way down the main 
street spoken of, and playing the Turco March, L.B.C. call, 
etc., for the benefit of the crowds who swarmed the streets 
to see us ride away, and who bravo'ed us. Down the beau- 
tiful green valley of Luchon we sped along to Montrejean 
(24 miles), the mountains on either side diminishing until 
we actually got clear of them, and, crossing the Garonne, 
climbed up a stiff hill into the town. The first ten miles, 
say, are good, the rest inferior ; of course, though rather 
undulating, the road falls on the whole. Dejeuner at 
" Hotel Leclair" good, and fine views from the windows. 
Montrejean, like Pau, is on an eminence. From this place 



we ran due westwards to cross roads (8^ miles) near Landi- 
mazin, enjoying all the time a most beautiful and extensive 
view of the Pyreneau chain, Maladetta, etc., then parallel 
with us ; road rougbbh, down and up, mostly the latter. 
At the cross roads we took the right hand for Auch, and 
consequently turned onr backs on the mountains, but often 
looked back to get a last glimpse, and did not entirely lose 
sight of them till near that town. We made a quick run — 
twelve to thirteen miles an hour — through Castebau- 
Magnoac (13^ miles), where a bottle of wine cost us 50c., 
to Masseube (10^ miles), and, being unable to reach Aube 
by daylight, decided to stop. From the junction we found 
the road undulating, i*ather downhill and rough, but through 
pretty country, and many objects to interest us, for instance, 
nocks of geese and horses with their heads tied to their hind 
leg, who rushed headlong before us, and old women with 
flat straw hats some three feet across. A descent of a mile 
into one village. At a small inn, " Hotel Dattas," we put 
up, and then Hutchings and Jennings laid down in the 
river Oers, a muddy little stream, and tried to bathe. 
Distance 56 miles. 

Sept. 24. Masseube to Agen. Our bill at the " Hotel 
Dattas " was very dear considerinff the accommodation. On 
the strength of a cup of chocolate we rode on to Auch 
(15f miles), the road being fair and nearly flat, a hill up 
into the town. Heav}[ breakfast at ''Hotel de France,' 
good. This town is uninteresting, except for the Cathedral 
Ste. Marie, which has some &ne painted glass, and in the 
choir 113 beautiful carved wood stalls (date 1520), besides 
other fine old oak carving, all very curious. Over a Bishop 
of Auch's tomb before the altar was strung up his old 
cardinal's hat. The facade is an unusual one, in the 
romanesque style. To Lectoure (22i miles) we ground 
against a head wind on a rough, undulating road, with a 
nearly two miles hill up to that town. Lectoure is perched 
up high, and consists cniefly of one long dreary street : we 
unanimously consider it the most wretched place we have 
been to — no one seemed to have anything to eat, and 
though Hutchings and Jennings eventually found a pokey 
little "restaurant," the others couldn't stand it, so got 
something at a patisserie and went on. Masseube, Auch, 
and Lectoure are in the Dep. Gers. We now appeared to 
be riding along a high ridge or range of hills, very long but 
all rideable, and one a grand fly legs up for two miles. A 
heavy shower wet us through, but we soon dried again, and 
leaving the Gers to enter the Lot-et-Garonne we found a 
better road. Some ten kilos from Agen the Garonne, with 
a fine suspension bridge over it, was discovered down on 
our right; the country here is pretty. Descending for 
some time into the plain, we at last crossed the Garonne by 
a fine stone bridge, rode along a fine avenue, and put up in 
Agen (23 miles), opposite the old citv gates at the " Hotel 
du Petit St. Jean,' an excellent house, and moderate. 
Hutchings and Jennings arrived almost at the same time, 
having somehow or other crossed the aforesaid suspension 
bridge and come along the right bank of the river. Wil- 
liams was much amused seeing a man near Lectoure carrying 
his pig home round his neck. Distance 61^ miles. 

Norman B. Mobbis. 
(To be continued,) 
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(DMcial* 

COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the (Tommitee, held on Monday, the 
23rd Febrnary, 1880, the following gentleman was elected 
a member of the dub : — 

Nans sad AUnm, PrapoNf. Swondsr. 

Charles Frederick Dswioii, St. 
Leonard's, Lower Tooting A. H. Rolls. J. W. Potter. 

The rerignations of Messrs. W. B. Bishop, E. H. Bentley, 
and W. S. Buist were accepted. The President, Captain, 
and Secretary were authorised to sign a Petition to H.R.H. 
the Duke of Cambridge praying for the opening of Rich- 
mond Park to bicyclists. 

The Stamford Bridge Grounds being engaged for the 
26th June, but being available for the 19th, it was decided 
to hold the Annual Race Meeting on the last-named date. 

Letters were read from the Cambridge University Bicycle 
Club suggesting the 29th May at Cambridge for the Inter- 
Club Race. The proposal was agreed to. 

It was decided that the representation of the L.B.C. in 
the Bicycle Club Union should be appointed annually, and 
that four representatives for 1880 should be appointed at 
the next Committee meeting. 

At a meeting of the Committee held on Monday, the 
8tU March, the following gentlemen were elected members 
of the Club:— 



rrapoier. 



Sccoadtr. 



Namt and IddiMi. 
Alfred William Disney, Camden 

YilK Leigh Road, Highhaiy ... W. J, WflUams. A. E. Buckler. 
Mjutland Hamflton Dicker, 2, 

Belgraye Terrace, Lee C. W. H. Dicker. Stephen P. Smith. 

John Heniy Jahn, 14, Ladbroke 

Square O. Thorn. W. T. Thorn, Jan. 

The resignations of Messrs. F. N. Thynne and 0. A. 
Shoppee were accepted. 

A letter was read from Mr. J. Scott-Stokes resigning the 
editorship of the L.B.C. Gazbttb. Mr. Stokes's resignation 
was accepted with the greatest regret, and with the Com- 
mittee's best thanks to Mr. Stokes for his past services. 
Mr. Ashley Barrett was then proposed and seconded as Mr. 
Stokes's successor, and was duly elected. 

It was decided to publish Meet Cards for the months of 
April, May, and June. 

It was decided to hold the opening runs of the season on 
the 20th March. 

OPENING RUNS. 

The opening runs in all Districts are fixed for the 20th 
inst., and though the Meet Cards cannot be in members' 
hands by that time, all the attendance prize competitors 
should notice that the run is official and will " count," so 
that we may have a good show up, and anyone who is 
going touring at Easter will find it a good plan to get 
himself into working order by making a start that day. 
The roads in all directions are in capital order. 
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RUCKER TESTIMONIAL. 

The list of subscribers will remain open till March 20tL 
The testimonial will be presented to Mr. Rucker on 
Tuesday April 6th, at about eight p.m., at '' The Three 
Bucks," Old Jewry, E.C. The presentation will be pre- 
ceded by a steak tea at 6.30 p.m.,^at 2s. per head. Gentle- 
men who intend being present at the latter will kindly 
inform Mr. Ashley Barrett a day or two in advance, so 
that necessary arrangements may be made. The amount 
received up to present date is £32 18s. 6d, and has been 
contributed by the following gentlemen : — 



J. Scott Stokes 
T. Godlee 
F. Godlee 
AjBhley Barrett 
F. M. WmiamB 
W. T. Thorn 
C. W. Nairn 

E. A. Crowley 
A.H.R0U8 
A. Bxoad 

F. E. Gench 
F. E. Metcalf 
The O'Remy 
M. B. O'Bemy 

E. S. Curwen 
Stephen P. Smith 

F. Kinder 

G. P. Coleman 
Hame Young 
H. R. Boyoe 
F; McMillan 
Dr. Langmore 
W. A. Smith 
H. V. Cleaver 
J. F. Marchant 
O. Thorn 

H. S. Naylor 
J. W, Alison 
Hy.^Jennings 
P. Dalton 
R. M. Gmggen 
N. B. Morris 

E. S. Price 
Noel Whiting 
C. A. Smith 
J. Kinder 

J. W. Harrold 
R.H. Curtis 

F. G. Penrose 
R. G. TroUope 
Ernest Barrett 
J. A. Waxing 
C. A. E. PoUodc 
T. E. Scrutton 
H. W. Bridges 
J. W. Potter 



T. G. Nerme 
H. ReyeU Reynolds 
C. H. Christie 
C. Y. Lyne 
Ogier Ward 

C. E. Law 

C« W. Emson 
A. L. Radford 
E. H.Carr 
Gerard Smith 
Alfred Herbert 
Arthur Herbert 
P. FoxweU 

D. Young 
C. J. Turner 
H.E. MUlar , 
Arthur Adams 
G. F. Beck 
Gordon Eraser 
Alfred Fowler 

A. W. Chippindale 
J. W. Wilson 
J. Grumey Fowler 

E. H. Hindley 
Ch. Taylor 
W. Wyndham 
M. Cacenoye 
J.,RusseU 
Robert Baxter 
C. R. Hutchings 
C. Fitch 

F. Jony 
T.Chfld 
C. Child 
E. C. Koch 
A. Murray 
A. Smith. 

R. G. Francis 
A. H. Koch 
W. J. Wimams 
H. L. Cooper 
R. BdL Long 

G. H. Gibbs 
J. C. Keynes 
G. R. Weaver 
R. H. Short 



A. E. Buckler 
H. Wilson : 
H. F. Hirsch 
F. W. Morris 
A. Henry 
J. C. RandeU 
W. R, SeweU 
R Newman 
J. F. DarreU 
H. B.WiUis 
H. G. Dymoke 
Wm. Johns 
F. S. Cohnan 
T. Johns, Junr. 
F. De Vooux 
S. E. Johnson 
J. F. Butler 
A. D. Butler 
W. T. Hm 
Dr. Coleman 
J. R. Bruce 
V.Fhm 

F. Byers 
J. Adams 

O. H. Bishop 
E. Naylor 
A. O. Tylor 
T. C. Curwen 
W. R. Bishop 
H. H. Crawley 
C. L. Devitt 
A. Bishop 
A. Trotter 

G. K. White 
J. Williams 
C. E. Parker 
J. C. Oswald 
A. Barker 

G. A. Shoppee 

C. E. Sharman 

A. Berwick 

Hon. I. S[«-Falconer 

H. Bamett 

J. PoweU 

H. C. Visick 



Subscriptions from two or three more members are still 
in hands of some of the Committee of the Fund, and will 
be acknowledged in a future issue of the Gazette. 



FIXTUriifl FOR CLUB MEETS. 
Maech 20. 

N.E.—S.S^, Lea Bridge Road, and 3.45 Sybom's Comer, 

for Epping. 
iV.TT.— 3.30, "Jack-straw's Castle," for Watford. 
TT.— 3.15 for 8.30 sharp, "Royal Oak," Harlesden, for 

Circular Run to Harrow via Kingsbury, return via 

Oreenford. 
8. W.—4c, The *' Griffin," Kingston, for Staines via Chertsey 

Bridge and Laleham. 
8.E. (Croydon Division.) — 4.15, Central Croydon Station, 

for Down (The " George "). 
8.E. (Blackheath DiTision.)— 4, Old Lewisham Churchy for 

Down (The "Geoi^e"). 

There will be no run on the 27th instant, but due notice 
will be given of the* subsequent runs, and it is hoped the 
Meet Cards will be in members' hands before Easter. 

Theo. Godlee. 

SATURDAY RUNS. 
South-East Distbict. 
Five members met at Central Croydon Station on Satur- 
day last and rode to Ewell, where they had an excellent 
tea at the " Glynn Arms." The division narrowly escaped 
annihilation on Duppas Hill by a football that passed 
through the ranks. Present: Barker, Arthur Herbert, 
J. T. Johns, J. W. Potter, one visitor, and 

F. M. Williams, District Captain. 

RACING FIXTURES. 
March 27th. — Surbiton Recreation Grounds, 25 miles. 
March 29th. — Godalming Athletic Sports. 
April 24tlL — Surrey Bicycle Race Meeting, Kennington 

Oval. 
April 24th. — ^Alert B.C. Race Meeting, Alexandra Palace. 
May 5th. — London B.C. Evening Race Meeting, Stam- 
ford Bridge. 
May 8tL — Surbiton Recreation Grounds, 25 miles. 
May 17th.— Bath Race, 100 miles. 
May 20, 22, 26, 28, 29.— C.U.Bi.C. Easter Term Races, 

Cambridge. 
May 26th.— C.U.BIC. v. D.B.B.C, 2, 10, and 25 miles at 

Cambridge. 
May 29th.— C.U.Bi.C. v. L.B.C., 1, 4, and 15 miles at 

Cambridge. 
June 5th. — Pickwick B.C. Race Meeting, Stamford 

Bridge. 
June 5th. — ^Dewsbuiy B.C. Race Meeting. 
June 19th. — ^London B.C. Annual Race Meeting, Stamford 

Bridga 
July 8rd.— Civil Service B.C. Race Meeting. 
July 10th. — Belgrave B.C. Race Meeting (1 mile open to 

amateurs), Stamford Bridge. 
July 24th. — Surbiton Recreation Grounds, 25 miles. 
July 24th.— Lombard B.C. Race Meeting, Catford Bridge. . 
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MATHEMATICS FOR THE BICYCLIST. 

The admirable proposal which recently appeared in 
your columns for the establishment of a competitive exami- 
nation for the Officers of our Club has led me to deplore the 
want of a series of suitable hand-books, by which aspiring 
members might prepare themselves for such an ordeal. 
With a view to setting the example by making a humble 
attempt to supply this want, I have undertaken the prepara- 
tion of a modest hand-book, to be called " Geometry for 
Bicyclists." Members will be able to judge from the 
following few specimens how far I am likely to attain the 
object in view. j 

DEFINITIOKS. 

A lane is length without breadth. 

The extremities of lanes are " pubs.'' 

When in the same footpath and on the same side of it, 
one bicyclist meeting another bicyclist makes the anger on 
one side equal to the anger on the other, they are said to 
be complimentary to one another. N.B. — In practice this 
is rarely found to be the case. 

Plain superficiality is the character of an article in which, 
any two points being taken, the writer is found to lie wholly 
with regard to those points. 

Men who go halves in the same (pint of liquor) are 
generally equal to another. 

Men who have doubled up one machine will double up 
another. 

I am bound to admit that the views embodied in the 
above have been to a certain extent derived from a little 
brochure by a well-known Oxford mathematician. 

SCHILLBR. 

EXTRACT FROM SURREY BYE-LAWS. 

Subjoined is a Copy of the Bye-laws for Regulating the 
Use of Bicycles in the County of Surrey. We are indebted 
for it to the kindness of the Surrey Bicycle Club : — 

SuRBEY. — ^At the General Quarter Session of the Peace, 
holden at St. Mary, Newington, in and for the County of 
Surrey, on Tuesday, the Fourteenth day of October, one 
thousand eight hundred and seventy-nine, it is ordered 
by this Court that the following Bye-laws be and the same 
are hereby made under the Highways and Locomotives 
(Amendment) Act, 1878, subject to the confirmation of the 
Local Government Board : — ^Under Section 26 — 

Thoughout the bye-laws for regulating the use of bicycles, 
the expression " bicyclist" means a person riding, impelling, 
or otherwise using or having the management or control of 
a bicycle in any main road or other highway. 

A bicyclist shall not ride or impel his bicycle upon any 
footway, pavement, or causeway made or set apart for the 
use or accommodation of foot passengers. 

Every bicyclist who rides a bicycle during the hours 
between sunset and sunrise, shall carry attached to his 
bicycle a lamp, which shall be so constructed and phiced 



as to exhibit a light in the direction in which he is pro- 
ceeding, and shall be so lighted and kept lighted as to 
afford adequate means of signalling the approach or position 
of such bicycle. 

Every bicyclist who overtakes any waggon, wain, cart or 
carriage, or any horse, mide, or other beast or burden, or any 
foot passenger proceeding riong the carriage-way, shall, 
when toithin a reasonable distance from and before passing 
such waggon, wain, cart or carriage, horse, mule or other 
beast of burden, or such foot passenger, by sounding a bell 
or whistle, give audible and sufficient warning of the 
approach of his bicycle. 

Every bicyclist who overtakes and passes any waggon, 
wain, cart or carriage, or any horse, mule, or other beast of 
burden, shall keep his bicycle to the right or off side of the 
carriage-way. 

In every case where a bicyclist meets or overtakes any 
waggon, wain, cart or carriage, or any horse, mule, or other 
beast of burden, and where, by reason of such meeting or 
overtaking, any animal drawing such waggon, wain, cart 
or carriage, or such horse, mule, or other beast of burden 
may become restive or alarmed, or may cease to be under 
the due control of the person for the time being in charge of 
such waggon, wain, cart or carriage, or of such horse, mule, 
or other beast of burden, such bicyclist shall, upon the 
request of such person, dismount as speedily as possible, and* 
shall continue dismounted so long as may be reasonably 
necessary. 

7INB8. 

Every person who breaks any of the foregoing bye-laws 
shall be liable for any one offence to a fine of two pounds. 

Provided, nevertheless, that the court of summary 
jurisdiction before which any such offence or fine may be 
prosecuted or enforced, may adjudge the recovery of any 
sum less than the full amount of the fine imposed by this 
bye-law. 

By the Court, E. H. Wyatt, Clerk of the Peace 
for the said County of Surrey. 

©Confirmed by the Local Government Board, 
this Eighth day of December, 1879. 
0. SoLATEE-BooTH, President. 
John Lambert, Secretary. 



L.B.C. CONCERT. 

Will members kindly settle with me at once for concert 
tickets sold. P.O. orders should be made payable to 
E. C. Koch at Lombard Street. 

Also will each of the Stewards let me know what they 
received for programmes and send P.O. orders for the 
amount. Eenbst C. Kooh. 

107, Philbeach Gardens, S.W. 

W. R. Sewell would be glad if Dr. Rufus would conapare 
his quotation respecting Bury Hill, appearing in the issue 
of December 23ra, with tJie original 
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L.B.a ORCHESTRAL SOCIETY. 
Second Concs&t. 

The concert of '79 was a surprise, telling the L.B.O. men 
and their friends what an unsuspected mine of musical 
talent lay beneath the surfacOi needing but the enchanter's 
wand to give it life and motion. , We were therefore in no 
way surprised, though greatly gratified, by the good musical 
fare so bounteously provided by the Society on Saturday, 
28th ultimo, at the St. George's Hall The audience was 
large and appreciative, and seemed to find the interior of 
room much to its liking, as seats were placed over two- 
thirds of the area, while the reniaining space was reserved 
for promenaders. The orchestra, numbering above thirty, 
led ofi* in a spirited way with a march by Gung'l ('' Gamerra "). 
Following this was a song by Mr. C. Y. Lyne, " Good-bye, 
Sweetheart," so sweetly rendered that we are disposed to 
envy the N.E. men their good luck in having him in their 
District. Then came a glee, " Maiden of the Reur de Lys,'' 
by about twenty-five gentlemen and ladies (the former 
mostly L.B.G. men). This was very pretty, and really de- 
served an encore, though we cannot but think its light and 
delicate music more adapted to the form of a quartette. 

In this and other glees the sopranos and contraltos 
sang very well, and gladdened the hearts of loyal Clubmen 
by the manifest interest taken in our doings by cousins, 
sisters, and aunts. This is as it should be, and if the con- 
cert serves but to introduce friends of members to those of 
other Club men we shall not have sung in vain. Tlie tenors 
sang well in the glees, but perhaps the basses were a trifle 
too light, wanting something j^rq/bntfo to impart solidity. 

Miss E. T. Rucker next sang " Ave Maria," by Gounod 
(the pianoforte accompaniment by Miss Rucker and the 
violin by Mr. E. H. Carr), with feeling and expression. Then 
followed "Speed on, my bark," by H. W. Bridges, which 
afforded great pleasure to the audience, and was considerably 
above the average. "Gipsy Life," a glee by Schumann, with 
orchestral accompaniment, was delicately handled. Miss 
Phillips, R.A.M., gave a pianoforte solo, "Polka de la 
Reine," and exhibited great execution, though the instru- 
ment was not equal to doing justice to her undoubted 
talent as an instrumentalist. In "SuUa poppa del mio 
brik," Mr. R. H. Curtis gave evidence that he inherits the 
paternal capacity for French and Italian chansons; perhaps 
a little more vigorous action, though, would have given 
additional point to the song of the bold, though inebriated 
smuggler. 

The Gavotte, " Mignon," by the orchestra, was encored, 
and the overture " Dichter und Bauer," by Supp^, though 
very difficult and intricate, was well rendered, the first 
violins distinguishing themselves greatly in the latter. The 
song " Anita," by W. A. Smith, was deservedly encored, 
and gave our old-established Club tenor another opportunity 
of gratifying his friends. Macfarren's glee, '' The Cuckoo," 
was encored ; and " II Segreto," firom Luerezia Borgia, by 



Miss Elmslie, was so well sung as to deserve and obtain a 
recall. Mr. R. Newman gave "Across the border ;" follow- 
ing which came "Spinning," charmingly sung by Miss 
Eeiser, who, in response to an encore, sang "The Birds were 
telling one another." The glee " Hail to the chief," with 
orchestra, succeedeii ; though stirring and brisk, this may 
not be the most mdodious version of Sir Walter Scott's 
song, but it is the only one which affords orchestral aid, 
and so for that reasDn was probably selected. Mr. Bridges 
in his usual fine form sang " The Silver Cup," and as an 
encore gave "The Venetian boat song/' An "Air de 
danse," by the orohestra, which was encored, and " God 
save the Queen," 'closed the performance. We may be 
wrong in apportioning to Mr. Koch the successful organisa- 
tion of the entertainment — ^to Mr. Rucker the arrangement 
of the vocal portion — and though last, not least, to Mr. 
Jolly, the highly successful conducting of both glees and 
orchestral performances ; yet we do say distinctly that the 
greater part of the credit belongs to these three gentlemen 
collectively for the hard work and enthusiasm they have 
brought to bear on the affair. We venture to hope the 
L.B.G.O.S. will soon give us another evening as pleasant 
as the one passed at St. George's Hall on February 28th. 



A TOUR THROUGH FRANCE TO THE PYRENEES, 

(CQnHnu4dJrom our last J 

We were now riding parallel with and close to the base of 
the Pyrenean chain, and as the early morning wore on and 
the atmosphere became clearer, still more of their rugged 
charms were gradually unfolded to our view. As this was 
our first tour amid mountain scenery, we were considerably 
absorbed by its varied and attractive magnificence. The 
sight of the many countless peaks still white with the 
winter's snows, presented a most imposing spectacle; and as 
we gazed upon the many narrow streams, trickling down- 
wards fiK)m the melting snow into the river beneath, their 
cooling influence seidmed to pervade the still morning air, 
and in some degree to counteract the effects of the 
increasing warmth of the sun. Beyond Muret the route 
lay for a few miles through an avenue of trees, an 
unexpected relief, which gave us an opportunity to rest, 
and more thoroughly appreciate the surrounding scenery. 
We were glad afterwards to find that trees by the roadside 
were not an uncommon feature of this part of France, and 
which added considerably to the beauties of the landscapes. 
As we heard the Garonne hissing and boiling among the 
rocks a short distance off, we wondered whether we should 
come upon some tributary stream, or quiet creek, where we 
could avoid the rapid current, and indulge in a swim, but 
this proved to be impossible, as the river seldom flowed 
near the roadway, except as we approached a village, and 
here the natives make no arrangements for bathers. This 
river appears to be considered eitiier too rapid, or otherwise 
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onadapted for boating, as no small craft were to be seen 
upon it, not even a solitary pant, from which one might 
have thought that a little successful angling could have been 
enjoyed. As the chance of a bathe became very remote, we 
refreshed ourselves with a wade in a. roadside stream, the 
water of which we found to be intensely cold. The surfiAce 
of the road was all that could be desired, being both smooth 
and firm, but so level had the ride been hitherto that we 
began to hope for hills, both for iha sake of variety and 
also to enable us to see more of the country through which 
we were passing. By mid-day the heat had so much in* 
creased in intensity that, as we approached Martres, where 
we proposed to lunch, we found that the cement round the 
tyres had become loosened, and was gradually oozing out ; 
this at first alarmed us, but on a closer inspection it only 
proved to be a superfluous portion from the sides and not 
firom tihe back of the india-rubbers, as the tjrres were as 
firm as before. The heat not having previously produced 
this result, we began to realise the fact that the tempera- 
ture must be unusually high, and that in consequence it 
would be advisable to prolong our stay at Martres to give 
both the cement a chance of re-setting and the heat a 
little time in which to subside. The natives evidently 
regarded the arrival of bicyclists aa a very unusual occur- 
rence» the machines being as usual carefully inspected. 
There was one individual who apparently considered his 
technical knowledge of bicycles suffiiuent to enable him to 
explain their merits and defects to an attentive and appre- 
ciatire throng, who were evidently interested in his in- 
structive criticism^ notwithstanding the fact that he could 
seldom be accused of rightly interpreting the intentions of 
the makers with regard to those portions of the machines 
which attracted his notice. After quitting Martres the road 
became hilly, and at intervals afforded us opportunities of 
taking panoramic views of many exquisite landscapes, at 
length bringing us to the banks of an artificial stream, both 
narrow and deep, with a swift current. In this we tried 
a swim, and found the water both cold and refreshing ; the 
strength of the stream soon carried us far from the starting 
point and necessitated our returning along the bank. Much 
invigorated, we rode on and were soon close to St. Martory, 
a very pretty village at the foot of the mountains, where 
there is a beautiful waterfall, which is rendered more than 
usually imposing by the swiftness of the Garonne at this 
point and the great depth of the fall. Just beyond this 
the road is enclosed by an extensive wood, through which 
it winds its way upwards for nearly a mile, and which 
afforded frequent peeps of lovely scenery, the roadway 
itself being cut out of the solid rock. On emerging from 
this wood the remainder of our ride to St. Gaudens became 
less interesting, and for the last six miles resumed the 
old system of alignment that we had seen so much 
of in the interior of France. The fact of the condition 
of the roads being so good added considerably to the 



enjoyment of this deUghtfiil ride, as our undivided atten* 
tion could be fixed upon the various changes of scenery. 
St. Gaudens is 56 miles from Toulouse, a sufficient distance 
to enable us to appreciate the comforts of the " Hotel de 
France," where we stayed for the night As it was market 
day here, we came in for a good specimen of a country 
dinner, and an amusing assortment of guests, who after a 
brief discussion of the business in which they had been 
recently engaged, and which, judging by their vivacity of 
manner, had apparently been transacted to the satisfaction 
of the majority of the company, they became greatly inte- 
rested in bicycling, and gave us much useful information 
with regard to the plisibes and objects of interest in the 
neighbourhood. 

R. M. GBUOGEir. 



EASTER RUN. 
I should be very glad to know who is intending to ride 
up from Bath on Easter Monday, that I may give the 
" White Lion '' a notion of how many to expect. May I 
suggest to intending medallists the wisdom of looking over 
the route with a few of us who have painfully or otherwise 
tried it before. I hope we may have a good muster. 

Thbo. Goblbs, Capt 



STRAY NOTES. 
It is often allowable to laugh at *' the great unpaid," 
and Charles Dickens was fond of hitting out very straight 
at the unsalaried country magnates who rule the poor — ^as 
in " Our Mutual Friend " to wit — ^nevertheless, the man 
who has lately banded over the ribbons of the L.B.C. coach 
has shown us that a maximum of skilled labour may be 
obtained by influence not pecuniary. 

Rarely, perhaps never, has an athletic club obtained 
better work from a captain than has the L.B.C. during the 
last three years from Martin D. Rucker. 

• ••••# 

In its early days our Club was, we fear, not firagrant in 
the nostrils of other 'cycling communities ; now the case is 
altered, and to be an L.B.C. man is to command the 
sympathy and firiendly feeling of other club-men. This k 
as it should be, and long may tlie sentiment Jkurish. 

• •••«• 

We hear the three promoters of the Concert have 
recouped themselves for their expenditure, and we are glad 
they have done so. On them the onus rested, and though 
assuredly other men would have intervened had there 
resulted any pecuniary loss, yet to have made the thing 
pay must be gratifying to all concerned. 

What with music and the drama we are likely to give 
signs of intense vitality this winter. The result must be 
increase of friendly feeling and corresponding enjoyment 
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of the ensuing summer runs. Nothing like plenty of social 
intercourse to rub off angularity and wipe out small pre- 
judices. Many a man turns out to be a much better fellow 
than we ever credited him with being after we have got to 
know him more. This is axiomatic and almost self- 
evident. Nevertheless its repetition can't do harm. 

• * • * • • 

It is to be hoped a special Providence will enlighten the 
Provincial magnates, and enable them to differentiate 
between the Bath Trial and a road race. Bumour has it 
that the Newbury authorities are a little mixed on the 
subject. Any interference with our Pass examination 

would be much to be regretted. 

• •••*• 

Our American cousins are great in 'cycling literature as 
in many other fields, and for smart letterpress and well- 
executed illustrations few of our own productions can 
touch an article in Scribner'a Monthly for February last, 
which recounts a tour by forty Yanks on what the writer 
calls "the birotate chariot," in the neighbourhood of 
Boston. Wame & Co., Bedford Street, Strand, sell the 

periodical. 

• ••••• 

The bottom of the editorial tub is again painfully evident, 
said our new broom yesterday, while the tear stood in his 
bright blue eye. However, he showed me a letter from 
"Momus" which I told him would probably prove "fat," 
as it opens up a fertile topic. Why should not the District 
Race go by challenge ? It would certainly seem to be the 
proper thing. L'homhb qui bit. 

BORDEAUX TO PAU, THE PYRENEES, AND 
ACROSS FRANCE TO NANTES. 
(Continued from our last) 
Sept. 25. Agen to Miramont. All were very sorry indeed 
to lose Buckler this morning; he, having to be home by the 
28th, started early, and rode as far as Langon, whence he 
trained to Bordeaux, boarded the " Kestrel," and left early 
next day for London, arriving there safely after a very fine 
voyage on Sunday afternoon the 28th. Everybody will 
remember the great floods in 1875 at Agen, the high-water 
mark of which is shown by an iron plate on the first floor. 
A maltre d'armes, or gymnastic professor, whom we got 
talking to, showed us his bicycle, a home-made one, fear- 
fully and wonderfully constructed, with the backbone made 
out of an old scabbard. He had — wonder of wonders — 
lately toured with several other men in the Pyrenees, and 
into Spain by St. Sebastian. We twice before heard of 
this party. He advised us not to go via Villeneuve-sur- 
Lot, due north, at once, but westwards to Marmande, and 
then turn north ; by so doing we should avoid bad hills. 
His advice proved unfortunate, for though we found the 
road fair and tolerably level to Marmande, yet a strong 
west wind got up, and, being dead ahead, greatly worried 
us. Our route skirted the Garonne as far as Port Ste. 



Marie (lOj miles), and ran through the Grave wine dis- 
trict. To our right the hiUs sloping towards the river with 
a warm south aspect were covered with vines, on which 
were hanging the finest white grapes we saw. As a rule 
the grapes in most districts seemed very poor. Porte Ste. 
Marie has one long exceedingly narrow street, consisting of 
very old wooden houses with picturesque fronts, and is 
paved with small round stones. People there seemed very 
busy packing grapes in boxes and baskets for the English 
and other markets. At Aiguillon we crossed the Lot, a 
fine river, and, running through Tonneins, reached Mar- 
mande (27 miles), only too ready for dijjeuner at the 
" Hotel des Messageries," their Grave wine good. Most of 
our preserved fruits come from about Agen and Port St. 
Marie. A mile from Marmande we took the right of two 
roads, and very soon regretted it, for it was nothing but 
up and down steep hills, with masses of ruts and half- 
embedded rocks — lucky for our adviser that he wasn't 
there ! We afterwards heard that we ought to have taken 
the left-hand road, a newer one, and that used by the dili- 
gences regularly. Owing to a late start, through screwing 
up a shaky hind-wheel and to wind, we found ourselves 
unable to fetch Berg^rac, so stopped at " Hotel de la Poste," 
at Miramont (13 miles), a small town. After dinner and 
coffee we amused ourselves chatting in the kitchen with 
our talkative landlady and her family. Distance 50}- miles. 

Sept. 26. Miramont to Verteillac. We were well treated 
here ; our bill, with everything, was only six francs each. 
On leaving the town, which has some small arcades like 
those at Bern, we still had a vile rough road until, at Eymet, 
some ten kilos on, we entered the Dordogne, and matters 
immediately improved. Some long hills, all rideable both 
up and down, were encountered before Bergdrac (21| miles), 
and shortly before it we had a grand view of that town in 
the plain below, with extensive views of the country round 
for miles. We reached Berg^rac just in time for the regular 
dejeuner at "Hotel des Voyageurs," and, I think, never 
had such a wonderful meal for three francs. I must for 
once give the courses : Soup, tongue, and sausages, melon, 
oeufs au plat, veal with mushrooms, fish, fat mushrooms in 
oil with herbs, beefsteak aux pommes frites, peaches, grapes, 
pears, and biscuits, and lastly cheese — ^in all ten courses, 
with wine ad lib. Berg^rac is a large town. Our next 
stage to Mussidan (15f miles) was mostly through woods, 
up one long gradual incline from three to four kilos long 
and down another, and so on. We couldn't have had a 
better road, but, with usual luck, had the wind against us 
the whole day. Again, after lemonade, etc., we kept on 
going for miles up what seemed one continual very gradual 
slope, ending at last in a fine descent and level into Ribdrac 
(17 miles). All this time we were in most pretty wooded 
country, in fact the Dordogne is a beautiful Department. 
Williams and I raced a fast cob into the town, where it was 
market-day, the people of which were astonished to see two 



Digitized by 



Ljoogle 



LONDON BICYCLE CLUB GAZETTE. 



15 



men ride in leaning over the handles, hot, and a cart tearing 
behind. Excitement rose high when the other two rode 
quietly in. It was still very stiff uphill for some way, then 
fairly level, and a grand long descent into Verteillac (7 m). 
We expected something better, but conld only find here a 
small rough inn ; it, however, afforded us dinner and clean 
beds in bare-looking rooms, and the charges were absurdly 
small. An English-Efpeaking demoiseUe, hearing of our 
arrival, came to interview us at dinner, and startled us 
with the intelligence that there were lots of wolves about, 
especially between Verteillac and Angouleme, and that one 
had the previous night swallowed a big dog all but the 
collar. At night, when hungry, they came prowling through 
the village after refuse, but seldom attacked anyone unless 
molested. Distance 61^ miles. 

NOBMAN B. MOBBIS. 

(To be continued,) 

N.W. DiSTBIOT. 

The District Captain has received an invitation from the 
captain of the Finchley B.C., and a member of the L.B.G., 
for the N.W. to join in a paper chase with the Finchley 
Club on that day, and return to Bamet to tea. Members 
who meet will be able to decide then whether they wish to 
join or what the destination shall be. Attendance at this 
meet will not of course count for the medals and prizes. 
NoRHAV B. MoBBis, Dist. Capt. 

52-inch "Club" for sale; only ridden once, and in 
perfect condition. Owner giving up riding, and would send 
on approval Price £ll lis. Gerald A. Shoppee, 61, 
Doughty Street, Gray's Inn, W.C. 



To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette, 
CLUB RUNS. 
Sib, — ^As Club runs are just beginning, and we are 
starting on a new season, perhaps I may make that my 
excuse for a few words on this subject, and for making a 
few suggestions. First, let me say that in my opinion 
one of our objects in all Club matters should be to keep in 
view the fact that we are one Club, and soften down as 
much as we can the divisions into districts which for 
Saturday runs is no doubt a necessity. The Club was 
aiming at this when it decided that committee-men, though 
coming from separate districts, should be elected by the 
whole Club, and gave the separate districts only the]election 
of their own District Captain, and a casual visitor to a 
committee meeting would, I fancy, be impressed with the 
fact that at once these men act essentially for the Club as a 
whole, and sink their local character almost entirely. With 
this view first and foremost I hope we may have several 
General Meets for all districts ; a plan was mooted last 
year for such a meet in each district, but I think the 



Eastern districts should not be too pressing for this idea. 
Let us have places which wiU suit the greatest number, and 
let men who do not care for the whole journey from a 
distant district remember that there is the clubroom at 
Eew where machines can be left, which is a convenience 
we cannot offer further east. To make a General Meet a 
real success men must take some trouble, but I think all* 
who have been will agree they will find themselves amply 
repaid for it. In tiie first place they are most jolly 
gatherings, but in the next place they throw you in the 
way of men whom you cannot come in contact with other- 
wise. There is, after all, a good deal in what a prominent 
member of our Club impressed on me some time ago, that 
Club Meets are really means to an end, that is, to make 
friends with men who will afterwards be pleasant com- 
panions for longer or shorter runs, and in many another 
way as well. In addition, however, to the large machinery 
of General Meets, there is to my thinking rather too little 
done in the way of joint meets between neighbouring dis- 
tricts ; men seem to have a sort of idea that it is too much 
trouble to go a little out of their way, while, in fact, by 
very little extra exertion they may increase their acquain- 
tance of their fellow members to a very great extent. The 
District Captains are, I hear, arranging for more of these 
meets than usual this year, and I hope that members will 
show their appreciation by turning up in good force on 
these occasions. We all acknowledge the Concert, the 
Dinner, and so on as being such good things to bring men 
together, but seem hardly to notice the much more simple 
method of joint meets. — Yours, etc., W. X, W. 



To the Editor of the London Bicycle dub Gazette. 

Some of the members of this district are deeirous that 
the opportunities which the Club is intended to afford for 
social intercourse in the enjoyment of the sport should be 
made more readily available for a larger proportion of the 
general body. If the district organisation can be made 
more perfect in this respect, it is hoped that the first result 
will be a steady increase in our numbers, with a corre- 
sponding improvement both in vitality and influence. 

On the part of the Executive of the Club, no effort for 
these ends will, I think, be wanting. But the first step 
must be to ascertain what our constituents would desire. 

If individual members will allow me, I should like to 
suggest that they can derive no advantage from remaining 
mere nominal members. The more each man gets a due 
share in the Club privileges, as an equivalent for his 
subscription, the better ; not only for him, but for all. So 
for the future let us be more eeen and heard, and above all, 
let us know more of each other I 

The Saturday afternoon meets offer the most available 
opportunities for riding in company ; but, in addition to 
these, I hope it may be practicable to organise evening 
meets, at least during the height of the season. 
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Before the fixtures are settled, I shall be glad to hear 
from each member, resident in the district, whether he 
proposes to support the Glab by attmiding the meets this 
year ; and I shall feel obliged if he will give me any idea 
as to the arrangements which will be most conyenient to 
himself p^nonaUy. 

In past seasons the meets hate usually been held at 
Kingston, at 4 or 4.15 on Saturdays. If any more suitable 
time and place can be proposed, I shall be glad to hear 
of it. If it should be preferred, meets can be held in 
different parts of the district, and even at varying times, 
so as to secure the attendance of the largest proportion of 
members and of everyone in turn. 

Suggestions on these points will be gladly received, and 
I shall be thankful to members who will kmdly propose 
runs affording variety or any other attraction. Particulars 
of distances, roads, and suitable resting-places, will be 
specially useful. 

We shall hope to see members of other districts from 
time to time as in past years, for our meets will just suit 
the numerous men who spend parts of the summer 
''up river." All members are invited to bring their 
friends. In this connection I would add that our strength 
in this district has (for no apparent reason) always been 
far below its proper proportion, and, no doubt, as our own 
members learn to use their privileges more constantly, the 
number of their friends eligible as new members and willing 
to join will be found to mcrease. H. J., Bist. Gapt 

Feltham, February, 1880. 

To the Editor qf the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 

Snt, — As the time for Club Runs is now rapidly drawing 
near, and the District Captains seem to have such trouble 
in finding suitable places for them, I think, perhaps, the 
following places for tf.W. runs would be of use. 

Essendon via Potter^s Bar and lanes. 

Radlett via Elstree. 

Enfield via East Bamet and lanes. 

Bickmansworth via Pinner. 

Northaw via Bamet 

London Colney via South Mims. 

Harefield via rinner and lanea 

Chingford via Southgate and Edmonton. 

Ickenham via Pinner and Ruislip. 

Shenley via Mill Hill and lanes. 

Brozboume via Northaw, etc. 

Watford via Stanmore. 

Hatfield via Bamet, etc. 

Yours tmly, 

A N.W. Member. 



To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Oazette. 

Sib, — ^Will you allow me to offer a suggestion, which 
would, I think, do away with the farce annually placed 
before the public, and also (which is really the most im- 
portant) the danger to the half-dozen members who alone 
stand a chance of winning the District Challenge Cup. 

It is that instead of three men from each division starting 



as a sine qua non, that the holders of the Cup should be 
challenged by any District that considers itself strong 
enouffh. 

All will a^ree with me that to wrest it from the S.E. 
next June will require an exceptionally good team, and 
unless a District had some warm racing members it would 
not of course challenge them. — ^Tours truly, 

MOMTJS. 

To the BdUorqf the London BicycUaub Gazette. 

Sm,— I have been requested to forward to you the 
enclosed declaration, which may be of interest to members 
of the L.B.C. Y<m will see that it sets at rest the 
Amateur v. ProfessioMl question, at any rate as regards the 
past ; for, as the L. A.C. and A.A.C. will go at least as far 
as the 0.n.A.C. and 0.n.A.G. in recognising the past 
action of the Union, it is improbable, I should think, that 
any athletic club will in future object to Gortis's entry 
for the ftiture. — ^Yours tmly, 

H. Revell Reynolds, Hon. Sec. D.B.B.C. 

New College, Oxford, March 10th, 1880. 

"In view of the late disputes as to the status of 
bicvclists who have raced against professionals, the O.U. AG. 
and C.U.A.G. have agreed to the following declaration : — 
"The University Athletic Clubs of Oxford and Cam- 
bridge, while holding a strong opinion that public races 
between amateurs and professionus are in all cases unde- 
sirable, will not refuse to count as amateurs those who may 
compete against professionals in races for which no prize of 
anv sort is offered. 

' But they will not recognise as an amateur, and in all 
athletic meetings conducted under their rules they will 
lefrise the entry of anyone who has either 

" (1.) himself competed publicly with a professional 

for a prize of anjr kind. 
" (2.) Competed publicly for a prize of any kind with 
anyone who has so raced against a professional 
" This resolution shall have no retrospective action so frur 
as it concerns bicycle races. 

rSiffned^ /"B. B. WiSB, President O.U.A.C. 

loignett; | „g^ g^^^^ President C.U.A.C. 

"March 10, 1880." 

To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 

Sib, — ^At Mr. Coleman's suggestion I send you account 
of my runs, having kept a diary from the commencement, 
1871— 

Yew. Machine tiied. Miles. 

1871 86-inch " Phantom" (7 months only) ... 1608 

1872 36 „ „ and 42-in. "Ariel"... 3216 

1873 48 „ "Ariel" and 48-in. "Tension" 3633 

1874 48 „ "Tension" 3354 

1875 50 „ "Humber" (4 months only)... 1098 

1876 50 „ .„ . (Keen) 8720 

1877 50 „ "ChaUenge" 3277 

1878 50 „ "Carver'^ 4753 

1879 48 „ "Timberlake" (up to 2nd August) 1550 

Total 26,208 

I remain, Sir, yours, etc., 

W. J. F. Potts. 

Printed for the Propriettik^ by Dablino & Son, at the Minerva Steam 
Printing Office, 85, Eastcheap, London, E.C.— March, 1880. 
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'* A soft answer turneth away wrath," and civility is the 
best policy. To the bicyclist due appreciation of these 
precepts is invaluable. He, of all athletic men, is most 
exposed to tribulation and assault. The volunteer has 
outlived the clumsy satire connected with the shooting of a 
cat. The bargee no longer conjures the solitary canoeman 
to paddle his own canoe. These and other sports have 
passed through their green youth, and their vigorous man- 
hood is respected by the British rough, who holds in scorn 
all novelty, and punctually " 'eaves 'is 'alf brick at the 
stranger." We riders of to-day are the pioneers of our 
sport — ^its Pilgrim Fathers — ^and to us it is given to make 
of it what we see fit. Without doubt the future of 
bicycling is now in the hands of those who ride, and the 
sport will be reputable or otherwise, according as we now 
bear ourselves. 

Let the notion but once get well established that our 
pursuit is "low," and that bicyclists are cads, and we shall 
then find riders placed on a par with cockfighters and 
pugilists, and probably recruited from the same classes. 
In proportion as a man is impressed with these truisms, so 
will bis conduct while in the saddle assume a gentleman- 
like character. To define the latter is impracticable — ^no 
need to point out that the gentleman does not frighten 
horses and pedestrians wittingly, nor does he bandy coarse 
chaiF with each thick-sktdled ruffian who makes of him a 
target. Consideration for others and a dignified bearing 
will produce the most desirable of all results — the greatest 
possible happiness to the greatest possible number. 



This theme is a trifle stale, but none can gamsay its 
truth or its appropriateness at the commencement of a 
riding season. 

COMMITTEE. 
At a meeting of the Committee held on Monday, 22nd 
March, 1880, the following gentlemen were elected mem- 
bers of the Club :— 

Namt sad AddiMt. Propotnr. 

Louis Alfred Wynne, Wamf ord 

Rectoiy, Bishop's Waltham, 

Hants, and Magdalen CoUege, 

Oxford C.H.F. Christie. 

G. Berkeley Hin,Homton House, 

Campden ffni^ Kensington ... W. A. Smith. 
J. J. Anderson, The Ferns, 

Ftognal, Hampstead E. W. James. 

John Scott, 8. WeUs Street, 

Gray's Inn Road W. T. Thom. 

Edmund Farmer, 10, Southwick 

Place, Hyde Park J. W. Langmore. 

The resignation of Mr. P. Marchand was accepted. 

It was decided not to continue the Club depdt at Eew. 

The following was inadvertently omitted from the notice 
of the Committee meeting held on 8th March : — " Messrs. 
T. Godlee, M. D. Rucker, Junr., W. A. Smith, and F. M. 
Williams were elected to represent the Club on the 
Bicycle Union for the year 1880." 



SMonder. 

Ion Keith-Falconer. 
A.Banett. 
H. Barber. 
G. P. Coleman. 
A. Barrett 



NOTICE— RUCKER TESTIMONIAL. 

I shall be glad to hear from members who intend 
bemg present on April 6th at "The Three Bucks," 
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Greflham Street, RC, where the TeBtimonial will be 
presented at about 8 p.in. The presentation will be pre- 
ceded by a steak supper at 6.30 p.m. at 2s. per head. 

Since. publication of the last list of Subscribers the 
following have contributed :— 

Nop8, D. T. By»n, St. J. A. 

Meyer, W. Bacon, A. J. 

Meyer, B. PoUtzer, S. 

TnakdB, R. H. M. Brown, H. G. M. 

Heath, Thos. Langridge, G. T. 

The total amount received is ^35 8s. 6d. 
Ashley Barrett, 

Hon. Treasurer to the Fund. 



EVENING RACE MEETING. 

Members are reminded of the Evening Race Meeting, 
which takes place at Stamford Bridge on Wednesday, 5th 
May, commencing at 6 p.m. It is hoped that all will try 
to assist in making the event a success. 

Members themselves will be admitted to the grounds on 
production of their Club badge; they will also receive with 
the Gazette containing this notice one free lady's ticket. 

It has be«n'»^<rtermined, on this occasion, not to follow 
the troublesome practice of sending round a number of 
admission tickets to each member ; but the Committee trust, 
nevertheless, that those men who are able and willing to 
sell tickets will obtain some, and do their best to dispose of 
them. Admission tickets (price one shilling) can be obtained 
of the Captain, Honorary Secretary, or any member of the 
Committee. They will also be on sale at the principal 
bicycle agents. 

An entry form for the meeting is also sent. 

Herbert R. Botcb, Hon. Sec. 
35, Warrington Orescent, W., 
April, 1880. 



NOTICE. 

L.B.O. ORCHESTRAL SOCIETY. 

There are still several tickets used by members' friends 

unpaid for. I shall be glad to close the accounts of the 

last concert as soon as possible. Will members kindly pay 

attention to this request. 

E. C. KooH, Hon. Sec. O.S. 

CLAPTON LA CROSSE CLUB. 
The La Crosse Clubs of London have united for the 
purpose of holding athletic sports at Stamford Bridge on 
the 22nd May. There will be a One-Mile Bicycle Handicap 
(first prize value j510 10s.), and Mr. M. D. Rucker, Jun., 
will frame the Handicap. Mr. F. Jolly will be very happy 
to receive the entries of any L.B.C. men who may wish to 
enter. The Clapton La Crosse Club, to which several of 
our members already belong, have arranged to continue 
the game through the summer, playing one evening only in 



each week Mr. Jolly will be glad to give full particulars 
to any members of the L.B.C. who would care to play. 
The field is situate at Copper Mill Lane, Walthamstow, a 
nice little run for a summer evening. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
I do not like to call the attention of members to Rule 18, 
and yet March is drawing to a close and only about a third 
of the Club have paid their subscription. These two facts, 
taken together, compel me to point out that in a short 
time, unless a change for the better takes place, "the 
Committee will be empowered to erase the names of" 
about 150 members. Perhaps I need hardly add the 
somewhat well-known obfl«nrations, that your Treasurer's 
name and address are Francis Godlee, Whip's Cross, 
Walthamstow, and that P.O.O's may be made payable at 
Lombard Street, and cheques crossed " Imperial." 

The Treasurer's Deputy. 



L.B.C. DRAMATIC SOCIETY. 

A meeting, convened by circular, was held at the Guild- 
hall Tavern, on Friday, the 12th ult., to discuss the 
formation of a dramatic society in connection with the Club. 

The members present were of opinion that there was 
plenty of scope for such a society, and that it would meet 
with the cordial support of the Club. 

It was proposed by Mr. J. Williams, jun., and seconded 
by Mr. W. Wyndham— 

" That a dramatic society in connection with the L.B.C. 
be formed." 

Those present enrolled themselves as members, together 
with many who, although unable to attend the meeting, 
were in favour of the movement. 

The rules were then drawn up, and the following gentle- 
men appointed to act as a provisional committee until the 
general meeting, to be held towards the end of the summer, 
Ashley Barrett, C. C. Fitch, A. Henry, M. D. Rucker, jun., 
J. Williams, jun., and Fred W. Morris, hon. sec. and 
treasurer. 

The meeting then concluded with a vote of thanks to the 
chairman, Mr. Theo. Godlee. 

The hon. sec. will give any further information to 
members communicating with him, and will be glad to 
receive the names of any gentlemen willing to join the 
society. The annual subscription is fixed at five shillings. 



Covers for Gazette. — Covers are now ready for binding 
Vol. II. Will members who wish to avail themselves of the 
opportunity at once send their numbers to the Publishers, 
35, Eastcheap, E.C. 

Littlehampton and Boonor. — ^Dr. Rufus wishes to 
apologise for his very careless misquotation of Mr. Sewell's 
paper. 
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FIXTURES FOR CLUB MEETS, 



Date. 



N.E. 



I 



8.30 Lea Bridge 
Road, 8.45 Sy- 
bom'i Comer, for 
Enfield. MeetN.W. 



N.W. 



W. 



S.W. 



S.£. 
Croydon DiTuion. 



8.45 « Jack Straw's 
CasUe" for Enfield. 
Meet N.W. 



8.15 Harleiden 
Green for Great 
Stanmore. 



4.0 "The Griffin," 
Eingrton, for Ock< 
ham. 



4.15 Centnd Croy- 
don Station for 
Down. Meet 

Blackheath Divi- 



S.E. 
Blackheath Division. 



4.0 Old Lewisham 
Chnrch for Down. 
Meet Croydon 
DiTinon. 



8.80 Lea Bridge 
Boad, 8.45 Sy- 
bom's Comer for 
XJpminster. 



8.45 '< Jack Straw's 
CasUe" forShen- 
ley. 



3.80 Hammersmith 
Bridge (south side) 
for Swell. Meet 
S.W. and S.E. 



4.15)" The Griffin," 
Kingston, for 
Ewell. Meet W. 
and S.E. 



4.15 Central Croy- 
don Station for 
Ewell. MeetW., 
S.W., and Black- 
heath Division. 



8.80 Old Lewisham 
Chnrch for Ewell. 
Meet W.. 8.W., 
and Croydon Divi- 
sion. 



I 



880 Lea Bridge 
Boad, 8.45 Sy- 
bom's Comer for 
Abridge. 



8.45 "Jack Straw's 
Castle " for Hare- 
field. MeetW. 



Harefield. Meet 
N.W. 



4.15 "TheGriflan," 
Kingston, for New- 
lands Comer. 



4.45 West Wickham. Paper Chase. 



SATURDAY RUNS. 

S.E. District. 

Nineteen men took part in the run to Gaterham, vid 
Wickham, on Saturday, the 13th March. Eight men and 
one visitor met at Central Croydon Station and rode to 
Wickham, where they found Frank Elinder and R. H. 
Curtis, the latter having walked over from Farnboro. After 
waiting five minutes, D. R Smith and D. Young, repre- 
senting the Blackheath division, rode up. Caterham was 
reached at about 6.15 p.m., and C. A. Smith and J. M. 
Cazenove, who had ridden from Reigate, were found 
anxiously expecting us, for tea had been ready for some 
time. After an excellent meal had been disposed of at 
the ** Railway Hotel " (which can be recommended), several 
members adjourned to the billiard-room, and the rest 
whiled away the time with songs and recitations. During 
tea Ashley Barrett, Hume Young, and his brother arrived, 
bringing the number of S.E. men and visitors out up to 
twenty. Soon after the Croydon division started an 
L.B.C. man was met, and the members were sorry he did 
not join them in what proved to be a most enjoyable Club 
run. Present : A. Barker, Ashley Barrett, E. H. Carr, 
Cazenove, Curtis, Alfred Herbert, Arthur Herbert, J. T. 
Johns, J. Kinder, F. Kinder, Potter, C. A. Smith, D. R. 
Smith, J, Williams, junr., H. Young, D. Young, three 
visitors, and 

F. M. Williams, District Captain. 

Mr. Stephen P. Smith has kindly consented to act as 
the District Captain's substitute in the Blackheath Division. 
Members of this division may therefore rely on always 
finding someone at the starting place, and it is particularly 
requested that they will make an effort to attend the runs, 
so that the Substitute's labours may not be in vain. 

Club Run on Saturday, 20th March. — ^A very strong 
force turned out to this the first Club run of the year. 



Roads &irly good, a few loose stones scattered about. 
The good and cheap tea obtained at the "Oeorge Inn" at 
Downe, kept by Mr. Weaver, an old 'cyclist, who does 
everything possible to make things comfortable. The old 
church contains some curious brasses, and well repays in- 
spection. From many of the stones sacrilegious hands 
have stripped the metal. The festivity of the evening was 
somewhat lessened by an accident to the District Captain, 
who was taken home in a conveyance by J. Kinder. 
Present: J, Adam, Jun., E. H. Carr, R. H. Curtis, A. 
Barker, H. W. Bishop, A. D. Butler, M. Dicker, J. Frank- 
lin, A. Herbert, J. T. Johns, W. Johns, F. Kinder, J. 
Kinder, C. K Parker, J. W. Potter, D. R. Smith, Stephen 
Smith, J. Williams, C. B. Wheeler, W. Wyndham, D. 
Young, H. Young, Ashley Barrett, F. M. Williams, and 
one visitor, P. J. Wheeler, D.B.B.C. 



W. District. — OPBNiNa Meet. 
This was not a success, only Messrs. Law and Barnett 
being present ; the District Captain unfortunately was pre- 
vented from coming by business. The two members rode 
round by Harrow, and separated at East Acton. 



N.E DiflTBICT. 

The opening run in the North East was not very brilliant, 
as only seven men showed up at Syborn's corner for the run 
to Epping. The authorities, unfortunately, in these parts 
seem to think that this is the right time of year to mend 
roads, a delusion which does not tend to perfect travelling ; 
however, those who carried out the run were well repaid. 
The usual route by the new road was taken to Woodford, 
and here it was somewhat rashly decided to take the road 
by Highbeech instead of the Buckhurst Hill and Loughton 
route. The first half-mile of this road was good, and then 
the brothers Fowler pleaded pressing Election business, and 
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turned [back. I am afraid in the next two miles one or 
two of the party may haye been led to wish the Elections 
had given them as safe a retreat, for the road was simply 
vile, but once at the " Wake Arms " the surface improved, 
and Epping was comfortably reached. Tea and a good fire 
were so beguiling that it was some time after dark before 
a start was made for home. This time the Loughton route 
was chosen, and the roads were much better — added to 
this a good wind had sprung up behind, and was so strong 
that though Buckhurst Hill was even unusually dusty one 
member did not succumb to it. At the top four of the 
party needed refreshment, so the fifth pleaded a special 
engagement and hurried on, and the four are believed to 
have safely reached home. Present: A. Fowler, J. 0. 
Fowler, Gibbs, Jolly, Long, Murray, and 

Theo. Gh)DLEE, Captain. 



8.W. District. 



March 20th. — ^The opening run of the season to Staines, 
on Saturday, was unanimously altered to Bipley, one of the 
seven members who turned up having heard that the former 
road was very sandy and in several places covered with 
stones. The ride was accordingly commenced by crossing 
Kingston and Moulsey bridges to Walton, whence the 
direct road to Ripley was taken. This part of the run was 
very enjoyable, as the roads were in good condition and a 
strong easterly wind was at our backs. At Bipley a good 
tea was had at the "Anchor" for the moderate sum of 
fifteen-pence apiece, and a very pleasant hour was after- 
wards passed at the lately acquired piano, chiefly owing to 
the exertions of a new member present, who is a decided 
acquisition to the District, as hitherto there has been a 
great scarcity of musical men in the S. W. The ride back 
was commenced at halfrpast seven against the same wind, 
only stronger, that had been in favour going, and everyone 
was glad when Kingston was at last reached. The member 
writing this account afterwards heard that A. E. Buckler 
and A. Henry had been waiting half-an-hour on Esher 
Common to join us, but, owing to the destination being 
changed, they were unfortunately disappointed. It is to 
be hoped that men will always show up as well as they did 
last Saturday, as, had the original run been carried out, 
there would have been nine men present. Members 
present : — F. F. Barry, C. F. Dawson, R. M. Gruggen, 
J. B. Holdsworth, A. F. Rolls, St. J. A. Byan, and 
C. Taylor. (For run of Messrs. Buckler and Henry, see 
further). 

March 20th. — The opening run of the season in this district 
proved exceedingly successful, and was the most satisfactory 
response that we could give to the stirring letter addressed 
to us in the last issue of the Gazette by our worthy 
Captain, whose absence on this occasion was the cause of 
as much regret to those present as it was to himself. As 
doubts were entertained with regard to the butCem^o of the 



road to Staines, and as no one appeared desirous of going 
there, the route was to a certain extent modified, and our 
destination changed to Bipley. In order to give any 
member residing in the neighbourhood of Staines an 
opportunity of joining us, we rode over the intended 
ground to Walton, but meeting with no reinforcements 
we diverged at this pomt, and proceeded by Walton Station 
and St. George's Hill on to the Portsmouth road, and 
thence to Bipley. . After the usual tea, one of our members 
displayed his musical skill, and favoured us with some 
amusing popular selections. The return journey was by 
the main road ; the east wind and periodical clouds of dust 
tending at times to considerably retard our progress. If 
the members who were present are able to carry out the 
good intentions they expressed, we shall have the satisfiskction 
of recording many more equally well-attended meets, and 
only regard this first one as the commencement of the series. 
The members present were— A. H. Bolls, St. J. A. Byan, 
J. B. Holdsworth, C. Taylor, — Dawson, F. F. Barry, and 
B. M. Gruggen. 

March 20th. — ^Bun by Two Members. — ^After waiting 
25 minutes at the Bailway Bridge on the Bipley Bead, as 
the main body did not arrive, and thinking we had mifified 
them, we decided to start to meet them at Chertsey, and 
took the lanes through Esher and Hersham Green. Here a 
basket carried by an old woman caught Henry's treadle 
and knocked him over, but without doing any damage to 
the rider or steed. We skirted Burwood Park, through 
Weybridge to Chertsey, took the wrong turning, missed 
the Bridge, and proceeded over a vile road to Staines. 
Here again the main body was not to be seen ; in fact they 
never went there. After tea at the " Angel," we returned 
by the main road to Hampton — ^having to walk about two 
miles on account of sand, flints, and wind — over Hampton 
Court Bridge, through East Moulsey, Thames Ditton, home 
to Weston Green, Distance, with wrong turning taken at 
Weybridge, 29 miles, about half of which were over loose 
flints and deep sand roads. Present : A. £. Buckler and 
A. Henry. We learnt next day that the main body had 
gone to Bipley. 

N.W. District. 
There was a short unofficial run in this district on 
Saturday 18th. Three members left " Jack Straw's " and 
at " Tally Ho," where the Finchley B. C. were preparing 
for a paper chase, they were joined by two others. Leaving 
Mr. W. A. Smith to follow the hares the four rode quietly 
on by Bamet (whence one member returned home) and 
South Mims to Bidge. At the " Guinea " another member 
and his friend joined the party, and, after a stroll and tea 
(Is. 4d.), the same route was taken for the homeward 
journey by moonlight, the Heath being reached after an 
enjoyable ride by a quarter to nine. Beads good. Distance 
22 miles. 

NoBKAN B. MoBEis, District Captain. 
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20th March. The opening run of the N.W. was an 
old and favourite one, to Watford, and a finer day for the 
first run of the season certainly could not have been had, 
although roads might have been a little less dusty and 
loose in places. Six members put in an appearance at 
" Jack Straw's," and riding by Temple Fortune through 
Hendon were there joined by Messrs. Nevill and W. J. 
Williams. At the Hyde the main road was left for the 
pleasant winding lanes through Kingsbury and Kenton, 
and turning to the right after the latter place we still kept 
to the lanes which so abound in this part of the country, 
and are so much to be preferred to the main roads, and 
skirting Harrow Weald rode through Oxhey Lane and into 
Watford. A meat tea (2s. 4d.) was served at the " Essex 
Arms " at six, and, the requisite amount of tobacco having 
been consumed, we turned our driving wheels homewards 
about half-past seven, and aided by the moonlight rode by 
Bushey, Bushey Heath, Edgware Road, Collin Deep, and 
Hendon, to the Heath, which we reached at 9.45. There 
are a good many loose stones and patches between Hendon 
and Golder's Hill, necessitating a good deal of walking. 
Distance 14^ and 12^ miles = 27 miles. Present : Messrs. 
Alison, Hill, N. B. Morris, Nevill, E. H. Pollock, Price, 
W. J. Williams, Woodhall, and four visitors. 

Norman B. Mobbis. Dist. Oapt. 
N.B. — The run to Shenley next Saturday, 3rd April, 
is a short and pretty one, and as there is capital tea accom- 
modation at the '' Black Lion," I trust we shall have a good 
muster. N. B. M. 



STRAY NOTES. 
It was the Rev. 0. Kingsley, I think, who described in 
vigorous language his love for the hard N.R wind. Any 
way, Saturday week would have pleased him. I think I 
agree after all. There is a certain strange pleasure to be 
got out of a ding-dong grind of twenty miles in the teeth 
of a stiff breeze. One seems to live more intensely, and 
pleasure of this kind is perhaps restricted to the bicycling 

and pedestrian fraternity. 

• •••** 

Nothing like treating a subject exhaustively, and the 
S.W. men have made a good start in forwarding to their 
Qazette from three sources as many accounts of last 
Saturda/s run. All of these were received on Monday 
morning sharp — and were written in the unavoidable 
absence of their D.C. This is business, and gladdens the 

Editorial souL 

• •••** 

The Surrey authorities have begun a vigorous campaign. 
Already a man has been fined for carrying no lamp after 
sunset, and in Middlesex we hear the law will be enforced 

with equal vigour. 

• •••«• 

Our Captain's kindness is only exceeded by the ugliness 
of his 'cycle. The former was much appreciated by the 



three L.B.G. men who were roosting at the " White lion " 
on the night of Easter Sunday, when he turned up at 
12.15 a.m., having trained down by the mail in ord^ to 

ride up to town with his men on the following day. 

• ••••• 

Newbury looked very quiet on that eventful day— no 
watchful policeman dogged the riders' wheels. We trust 
our hornets' nest may prove to be but that of a mare after 

aU. 

• ••••• 

Our reputation is at last established, and the L.B.O. 
is positively known of in circles outside the athletic 
interest. We shall soon become a corporate body, and be 
invested with such rights as thereunto appertain. The 
Post Office, which everyone knows is part and parcel of 
the British constitution, has taken the initiative, and has 
forwarded to the Hon. Sec. a letter addressed from the 
United States to the " Lon. Bicycle Club, England." 

This is the quiet time in Club matters, but one of 
the " new brooms " says he attended five meetings in con- 
nection with the L.B.G., besides the Bicycle Union, in the 
course of the week ending March 13th, so he rather wishes 

the busif time would come. 

• •#••• 

The N.W. District Captain last week spoke of the 
Attendance Prizes. A regular attender wants to know 
whether he means that several N.W. men are going to 
score the maximum number of attendances this year, as in 
this case he would rather miss one, so as to get a medal 

instead of, say, one-sixteenth of a prize. 

• ••••• 

That our Treasurer writes from Japan that he has found 
'' a new kind of bicycle " in use there, called a Jin-riknsha. 
The two wheels are side by side, and the rider is dragged 
by two coolies. The principle is no doubt the same, a 
two-wheeled "carriage" impelled by human agency, only 
it seems to me a costermonger's cart would be a better 

simile. 

• •••*• 

Some one at the General Meeting laughed when our 
Treasurer's route was briefly sketched out, but I hear 
Pekin and New Zealand are on the cards now as a slight 

variation. 

• ••♦•• 

I hear the N.E. District Captaincy is in commission in 
the absence of Mr. Fras. Godlee, and that the High Com- 
missioners are Alfred Fowler and Theo. Godlee, but I have 
not heard yet where the Great Seal is kept I expect it is 
at " the top of the Lea Bridge Road." 

The South Coast seems to have been fairly well 
patronised this Easter by the L.B.C. At Eastbourne, Potter, 
Jolly, Kinder, Ernest Barrett, Fred. Williams, and Newman ; 
also the two Fowlers at Southsea. The list is probably by no 
means completed by Curtis, whose martial foot, with other 
defenders of his country, pressed the Brighton Downs. 
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The roads near Melksham and Devizes are almost enough 
to break one's heart. The hard winter has prevented 
mending until the early spring, and now that summer is 
coming on the chance of seeing the stones disappear is but 
slight. Without two or three weeks of soft weather the 
surface can't improve, unless the authorities clear half the 
granite away. This was positively being done at the foot 
of Box Hill as the men rode up from Bath on Easter 
Monday. 

L'HoMME QUI Bit. 

RACING FIXTURES. 

April 24tlL — Surrey Bicycle Race Meeting, Eennington 
Oval. 

April 24th.— Alert B.C. Race Meeting, Alexandra Palace. 

April 24th. — Royal School of Mines, 2 miles handicap, 
Stamford Bridge. 

May 1st. — ^L.A.C. second Spring Meeting (2 miles 
Handicap open to amateurs), Stamford Bridge. 

May 5th.— London B.G. Evening Race Meeting, Stam- 
ford Bridge. 

May 8th. — Surbiton Recreation Grounds, 25 miles. 

May 15th. — ^London University College, Stamford Bridge, 

May 17th.— Bath Race, 100 miles. 

May 22nd. — La Crosse Club, 1 mile Handicap, Stamford 
Bridge. 

May 20, 22, 26, 28, 29.— C.U.Bi.C. Easter Term Races, 
Cambridge. 

May 26th.— C.U.BLO. v. D.B.B.C, 2, 10, and 25 miles at 
Cambridge. 

May 29th.— C.U.Bi.C. v. L.B.C., 1, 4, and 15 miles at 
Cambridge. 

May 29th. — L.A.C. First Summer Meeting (3 miles 
Bicycle Handicap, open to amateurs), Stam- 
ford Bridge. 

June 5th. — ^Pickwick B.C. Race Meeting, Stamford 
Bridge. 

June 5th. — Dewsbury B.C. Race Meeting. 

June 19th. — ^London B.C. Annual Race Meeting, Stamford 
Bridge. 

June 26th. — L.A.C. Second Summer Meeting ^4 miles 
Bicycle Handicap, open to amateurs), Stam- 
ford Bridge. 

July 3rd. — Civil Service B.C. Race Meeting. 

July 10th.-r-Belgrave B.C. Race Meeting (1 mile open to 
amateurs), Stamford Bridge. 

July 17 th.— Gresham Athletic Club, Stamford Bridge. 

July 24th. — Surbiton Recreation Grounds, 25 miles. 

July 24th. — Lombard B.C. Race Meeting, Catford Bridge. 

July 24th. — ^Arion B.C., Stamford Bridge. 

July 3l8t. — Railway Clearing House, Stamford Bridge. 

Aug. 28th. — South London Harriers, Stamford Bridge. 

Sept. nth.— I. Zingari B.C., Stamford Bridge. 

Sept, 25th.— Druids B.C., Stamford Bridge. 

Oct. 2nd. — LA.C. Autumn Meeting, Stamford Bridge. 

Nov. 6th. — L.A.C. Winter Meeting, Stamford Bridge. 



SURBITON RECREATION GROUNDS. 

ONE MILE HANDICAP. 

John Keen (Champion), Judge, G. P. Coleman (L.B.C.), 
Timekeeper. 

The first Bicycle Race Meeting this season came off at the 
above grounds on Saturday, March 20th. The entries were 
few, but the racing in the final heat made amends, as it 
was about the closest finish it has been our luck to witness. 
We have to congratulate Thorn on winning the first race 
of the year, and trust that ere the end of it we shall see 
his name well to the firont. Cleaver also rode very well 
indeed, but will have to get into much better condition, as 
in running off the tie after the final heat he seemed to 
labour very hard, and lost ground every lap. Appended 
are the results. 

Heat 1 : P. C. Hebblethwaite, L.A.C. (150 yards), 1; H. 
Cleaver, L.B.C. (70), 2 ; 0. Thorn, L.B.C. (170), 3 ; no 
others started. Cleaver jumped off at a tremendous pace, 
and caught up Thorn, who meanwhile had been passed 
by Hebblethwaite in the second lap, but could not shake 
off the latter, who came away in the last lap and won a fine 
race by eight yarda Time 2 mins. 58f sees. 

Heat 2 : H. L. Cortis, Wanderers B.C., scratch, 1 ; A. 
Smith, Leicester B.C. (160), 0. Cortis, who was riding a 
new machine of the Surrey Machinists, went off at a great 
pace, but did not seem to be gaining on Smith at all in 
the first lap, but came up nearer in the second. The 
champion did not seem to be in form to-day, as his roaring 
could be heard half over the ground, and as the bell rang 
he was 100 yards behind Smith, and bearing down in his 
well-known style managed to catch Smith 160 yards from 
home, and landed a winner by a yard. Time, 3 mins. f sees. 

Heat 3 : J. F. Griffith, Surrey B.C. (110 yards start), 1 ; 
C. D. Vesey, Surrey B.C. (90), 2 ; J. Cunningham, T.B.C. 
(170), 3. Griffith passed Cunningham in the second lap, 
who for a wonder was riding straighter than usual and 
not all over the course, Vesey doing the same soon after, 
and the two going along at a fine pace, Griffith just 
managed to win a close race by one foot. Time, 3 min. 0^ sec. 

Heat 4 : W. T. Thorn (90 yards start), w.o. ; T. Kemp, 
P.B.C. (100), not turning up. Thorn walked over for this 
heat, but, thinking a spin might open his lungs, took a 
flying start, and did his mile in 2 min. 56 sec. 

Final Heat : W. T. Thorn (90 yards start), 1 ; H. Cleaver, 
L.B.C. (70), and P. C. Hebblethwaite, L.A.C. (170), 
dead heat for 2nd ; J. P. Griffith, Surrey B.C. (110), 4 ; 
and H. L. Cortis, W.B.C. (scratch), 5. Cleaver caught 
Thorn in the first lap, and the two soon caught Griffith 
and then got on level terms with Hebblethwaite, but could 
not shake him off, Cortis coming up surely in the distance. 
The last lap— Hebblethwaite was leading by 10 yards. 
Cleaver, Thorn, and Griffith in close attendance, and 
Cortis close up — resulted in a splendid race all the way, 
and turning the h&t comer the ^three leaders were level. 
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bat Thorn seemed to have just a little bit left, which 
landed him a winnw by six inches, CleaYer and Hebble- 
thwaite dead heat for second place, Griffith five yards 
behind, and Cortis fifteen. In running off the tie Hebble- 
thwaite went right away from Cleaver, who seemed as if 
he had had enough, and not finishing, left Hebblethwaite 
to finish as he liked. 



A SPILL. 
All will rogret to learn that our S.E. District Captain, 
F. M. Williams, met with a bad fall while riding with his 
men to Downe on March 20th. In spurting down a hill he 
ran into some new metal, and a severe cropper resulted. 
Stunned and bleeding, he was taken by three of his men to 
Keston Court, the residence of Mr. B. Taylor, who, like a 
good Samaritan, with the aid of other members of his 
family most kindly attended to his needs, doing everything 
possible required by the occasion. Thence he was conveyed 
home in a trap promptly furnished by Mr. Weaver, landlord 
of the " George " Inn, Downe, who, an old rider himself, 
sympathised with a fellow 'cyclist in difficulties. The 
wounds, we are glad to say, are but superficial, and it will 
not be long before he resumes his duties in the District. 

A WINTER'S TALE. 
On Saturday, March 13th, I enjoyed a good run from 
Lewisham to Maidstone and back to Caterham. The roads 
were in first-rate condition for this period of the year — 
perhaps an unusual event. Three miles out of Famingham 
I ran into the track of a severe thunderstorm, which had 
swept over a belt of country 10 miles wide on Friday last ; 
in its course the roads were very heavy and only just 
rideable. After ploughing through mud and stones for 
eight miles, to my great joy a hard surface was reached 
three miles beyond Wrotham. Thence to Maidstone 
lumpy macadam, and that of the vilest, was experienced; 
but even this was hailed with joy as a pleasing 
contra«)t to what had just preceded it. At Maidstone I 
obtained a frugal but nutritious meal at a coffee-bouse on 
the left of the main street, and afterwards explored the 
Museum — ^rich in relics of the Roman period. This store- 
house of much that is rare and curious is well worth a 
visit, and can be seen on any week-day free of charge ; the 
building itself is extremely fine, and affords one of the best 
existing specimens of the mediaeval period. From Maidstone 
I returned via Westerham and Oodstone to Caterham, when 
I had the pleasure of meeting a large force of the S.E. con- 
tingent, who were taking tea at the " Railway Hotel." 

A. B. 

For Sale.— My 62in. " Royal " Challenffe by Singer and 
Co., Coventry- ball bearihra to front wneel, spring and 
cranks nickel-plated. Has had little wear, and is in very 
good condition. Price £l2. To be seen oy appointment. 
— ^H. S. Naylor, 3, Manor Place, Paddington Qreen, W. 



On March 13th Oliver Thorn started from Ladbroke 
Square for a run on the Bath road, and in due time arrived 
at Reading. The town being very full, he pushed on to 
Thiel, not having yet dismounted. After a slight refresher 
he proceeded to Newbury, where he dined, and thence 
turned homewards. He reached Brentford without any- 
thing happening worthy of note. Luck here turned against 
him, for a tips^ man pushed his wife against the wheel and 
capozed the rider on the pavement, breaking the axle, 
which caused a walk home of about four miles. Distance 
112 miles ; surface sandy, with patches of stones. Wind, 
due north. 

SURBITON, GUILDFORD, HINDHEAD, AND 
FARNHAM. 

One dav last week, Thorn, Coleman, and Herbert left 
Surbiton for a ride. It was a dull morning, and there was 
a chilly N.E. wind, so the pace down the Portsmouth rMd 
to Ripley was made warm. The roads were in excellent 
conditioD, except patches here and there of newly-laid 
stones. After a few minutes chat with some friencb, we 
left and rode through Guildford to Godalming before again 
dismounting. Whue here rain threatened, but happily it 
kept off, and we had a jolly run up the Hindheaa — the 
road bmng as smooth as asphalte, and there were only a 
few patches of stones. We reached the ''Royal Hqts" too 
earlv for dinner, so decided to run on to Liphook. The 
road descends all the way, but the "jam " was ^uite taken 
off by stones. ^ The distance to Liphook is 33 miles, and it 
had taken us just three hours. After we had had a good 
dinner at the Hotel the sun came out, and we hM a 
delightful ride to Farnham, through some very good bye* 
lanes, till we struck the main road from Petersfield, near 
Woolmer Forest. We rode through Famham without 
stopping, and were soon climbing the Hog's Back, where we 
got the wind fuU in our faces. The surface on the summit 
IS in very good order. At the top of Guildford High Street 
we passed a man with an " Extraordinary," who had ridden 
up the hill to within a yard or two of the top, when his 
handle had broken off. After tea at Ripley we finished up 
with a sharp run home, several dog-carts and traps which 
tried to overtake us helping to keep us moving. We 
reached Surbiton at seven o'clock, having ridden 72 miles. 

THE EASTER RUN. 
When the Captain reached the " White Lion," about 12 
o'clock on Sunday night, having travelled down by the 
mail, he was greeted bv the cheerful intelligence that he 
was the fourth only who had arrived. As quite ten were 
expected this was disappointing, but we hoped to fall in 
with some of the missing ones next dav. The party con- 
sisted of the Editor, A. D. Butler, 0. Thorn, and the 
Captain. Breakfast next mombg was to have been a 
quarter-past seven, but somehow or other it was some time 
after eight before we were fairly started. It was a 
splendidly bright morning, with just enough wind to keep 
us cool, and our prospects looked most promising. At the 
first start, however, in the town two of the party collided 
on a slippery hill, and from this, or other causes. Thorn's 
treadle, after about a mile and a half, resolutely refused to 
move, so all that could be done was to run for the nearest 
blacksmiths, and go in for filing and oiling for half-an-hour 
or so. While waiting we were joined by two Surrey men, 
who very kindly offered any help they could give, and 
accompanied us as far as the turning for Chippenham. 
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Well, eyen blacksmiths do get done at last, and we pnshed 
on at a fair pace over the well-known road. On the whole, 
the road to Domes is Tory fair ; lumpy, of course, but 
hard and dry. A little out of Melksham a violent effort 
on the Captain's whistle brought quite a large company out 
of a neighbouring house, where he insist^ the Fowlers 
ou(|[ht to be waiting to join us, but no trace of them could 
be identified. After leaying Devizes the roads improve, and 
were in almost perfect concution to Marlborough — ^indeed, 
had the Captain not been uncontrollably lazy some good time 
might have been made ; but, as it was, we decided that 
there was really no huny, and sauntered along in most 
pleasant style. At Marlborough we were taking a li^ht 
refreshment when Gibbs and a friend turned up, having 
ridden from Newbury, and reported no L.B.G. men forward 
except Smith, who we knew would inevitably grow tired of 
waiting, as we were an hour or two behind time. Leavins 
Marlborough everyone felt fresher, and Butler, who had 
been noticed to he riding hills rather calmly, rode up 
Marlborough Hill, and at the top of course assured us it 
was quite easy. The Editor, after walking about 30 or 40 
yards in the middle, got on again with his pipe in his 
mouth and comjpleted the journey. Thorn must have 
credit for maunttna three or four times on the way up ; 
the remaining member of the party only walked calmly up, 
contenting himself with the belief that it was ver^ easy if 
he had omy tried. ^ Butler means to save all the time and 
trouble of walking in the Trials in a few weeks. Enamellists 
beware ! ! From Marlborough to Newbury the roads 
gradually grew worse, a few patches of stones and a good 
deal of loose road being met with. About Hungenord 
Butler's machine set up a doleful groan, and he accordingly 
dismounted to oil, the rest riding quietlv on to Newbury, 
where dinner was ordered and soon ready. It was some 
time, however^ before Butler made his appearance, and 
when he did it was with^ a doleful display of cuts and 
bruises, as he had come quietly over his handles in a gritty 
road, without any notice or reason apparently. Dinner, 
however, seemed to do everyone good ; and although on 
leaving Newbu^ we were assured of very bad roads, and 
calculated that it was all we should do to make Reading by 
daylight (and in fact the roads were perhaps not peifect, 
inde^, through one village we had to walk), there is no 
doubt that these seventeen miles were jointly and severally 
much the quickest for the day, and it did not seem long 
before Reacung was reached. Here the Captain expressea 
an intention of taking tea and the train, ana the rest of the 
party acquiesced, at any rate in the tea, at which meal Oibbs, 
who had been occasionally present idl day, joined us. Tea 
was done thorough justice to, then Barrett, Oibbs, and Gk)dlee 
took to the train, while Butler, with fifty-eight or so miles, 
and Thorn with thirty-six, started on a dark, uncertain 
journey ; all I can sav about them is that I shall search the 
obituary column of the Times anxiously till I hear of their 
safe arrival Thus ended the Easter Tour, which, though 
so badly attended, was thought by those present on the 
whole a success, and we pitied those medallists of the future 
who had not availed themselves of our company. One word 
of apology is due to Smith, who had kindly offered to pilot 
us round Newbury ; we are very sorry, but treadles, black- 
smiths, and laziness are difficult customers to deal with. 

Thbo. Godlbb. 

Dbab Sib, — It is perhaps logical, as " Vhomme qui rit " 
suggests, for the holders of the District Challenge Cup to 



be challenged, and yet to my mind the last paragraph in 
the letter of your correspondent ** Momus is to some 
extent its own refutation. If it is really as unlikely as he 
says that any district could be impudent enough to 
challenge the S.E., we should lose what he calls a farce, 
but what I venture to suggest is one of the most pleasing 
races to a large section of the visitors. Besides this 1 
suppose, as is usual with ordinary challenge cups, any 
district would be allowed to challenge on the day of the 
races, and the officers might thus find tiiemselvos at the 
last moment a ten miles race short or extra in their pro- 
gramme. In addition to a race such as our ten miles race 
mere are all sorts of chances, for instance, who does not 
remember the year when Smith fell in tlie last lap and 
raised the question, as far as I know still undecided, of 
whether, if a man runs to the winning ^t, and has his 
machine carried after him, he has tedinically completed 
the distance ; and tiius, though a district might be very 
shy of challenging the holders of the cup, they mi^ht 
none the less, by tne chances of war, succeed in obtaining 
the trophy. I hope members will express their opinions on 
this subject, so as to guide the Committee in arranging for 
this year's races, and that in the meantime you will 
accept this as the humble opinion of yours truly, 

W. X. W. 



Sir,— I have read with much interest " W.X.W.'s " able 
letter in your last issue. I urish members could be induced 
to express their opinions on the subject of Club runs in the 
Gazette, as it would be so much oetter if they would let 
the District Captains have the benefit of their ideas before 
the Meet Cards are arranged than to let the cards come 
out first and grumble afterwards. It is, of course, too late 
to alter the one being issued for April. Surely some 
useful ideas might be gleaned for the next, if members 
would discuss the subject thoroughly in the Club organ. 

I cannot quite agree with " W. A.W." on the subject of 
General Meets. I think three in each season would be 
quite sufficient, as we must bear in mind that it is much 
more troublesome to attend a General Meet than an 
ordinary one for members who do not belong to the district 
in which it is held, and more especially so for those in the 
Eastern district. For members of these latter districts 
who are in business, it means leaving their offices at an 
early hour on Saturday, and this it is often extremely 
inconvenient to do, and therefore I think members ought 
not to be asked to do so too often. Can we not find some 
other means of bringing members together on the road ? 
I have a suggestion U> make. Let each District Captain 
ascertain what members in his district who are the lucky 
possessors of two machines would be willing to lend one to 
a fellow-clubman. The District Captains can then insert 
a notice in the Gazette that they have so many machines 
at their disposal, stating size and make, and that they will 
be glad to hear from anyone who wishes to attend their 
meets. I think this plan would succeed, and many men 
would avail themselves of the accommodation. Any 
Northern man who attends a Southern meet, or vice versa, 
knows what a bother it is to set a machine across London, 
not to mention the expense of bicycle tickets, and does not 
think it worth his while ; but if he knew he had a good 
machine waiting for him, and had only to carry his uniform 
across town in bi^^, I think he would be often seen in 
other districts than his own. — ^Yours, etc., Amy thaon. 

Printed for the Proprietors by D^jslino & Son, at the MinervA Steam 
Printing Office, 85, Eastcheap, London, E.C.— April 2, 1880. 



Digitized by 



Ljoogle 



FOR PRIVATE OIROULATION ONLY, 



Mmhn 




mtU (^hh 



(^mttU, 



An Oiticial Recobd of the Runs, Races, and other Doinqs or the L.B.C. 



Vol. in, No. 4.] 



BNTBRBD AT STATIONERS HALL. 
[AU rights restrred.] 



Fbidat, April 9, 1880. 



CONTENTS. 



LiteroomBiiiiiloaftioii •••••i^ •...• 

London Athletic Club 

The Cambridge Bag 

A Saddle-Bag 

Fixtures for dub Meets 

Saturday Runs 

Firesentation of the Testimonial to Mr. Ruoker 



PAGB 

.. 25 

.. 25 

.. 26 

.. 26 

.. 27 

.. 27 

.. 28 



PAGB 

Stray Notes 28 

Racing Fixtures 29 

Inter-aub Races 29 

Bordeaux to Pau, the Pyrenees, and across France to Nantes 29 

L.B.C. Concert 81 

Correspondence 82 



INTER-COMMUNICATION. 

The London Bicycle Club if deprived of its Oazsttb 
would resemble a human body without lungs or blood- 
vessels. Opinion would no longer be freely ventilated. 
Men with ideas would no longer scatter the latter at the 
end of each week among their cat^frires — north, south, 
east, and west. They would enlarge on grievances, and 
suggest remedies for abuses to a select circle of neighbours ; 
and thus coteries being established, disintegration of the 
Club might follow. In the L.B.C. are many men to whom 
perhaps fifty per cent, of members are and always will be 
unknown. Ours is in no sense a local Club. And yet perhaps 
we possess a better general knowledge of each other's ideas 
and modes of thought than is enjoyed by the members of 
many Clubs in which men meet more frequently. This may 
fairly be put down to the beneficial action of the Club oigan. 
If this be sustained vigorously in the future as it'has' been in 
the past, the Club must thrive, and be indeed the "leading" 
one in the bicycling world. Now if our paper is to prosper 
it must be fed by more than four or five pairs of hands. 
Every man in the Club must feel a direct personal interest 
in its welfare and sustenance. Its editor is but its 
guardian, he does not and can never stand in loeo-parentis; 
like a guardian he can and will watch jealously over the 
right application of what is placed in his hands, but alas ! 
unlike a father, is unable to produce the necessaries of life. 
So long as each man .converts himself into an amateur 
"special" there can be^no dearth of news. Nor should 
there ever so be with ordinary diligence. Let everyone 



regard our paper as the telephone through which he talks 
pro bono publico with fellow Club-men. Let no one be 
deterred from sending to the Editor his narrative of a run, 
however homely and however simply told. Depend upon 
it he has seen when making it what others have not, and 
what perhaps in after years they and he wiU be glad to 
read of again. 

And this last suggests that the Gazbttb may also be 
regarded as a journal. How interesting and valuable in the 
after years it will be to read of winter runs and long summer 
rambles with those who then perchance will have passed 
away, leaving but little beyond a few pages in our paper 
to remind us of the days that are passed. The work, the 
play, the discussion, the chit-chat of the Club, all alike 
should be embalmed ; and to this effect let each one devote 
himself An editorial brain soon waxes sterile, and 
obliging friends dunned too often for copy are apt to kick. 
To steer clear of such difficulties, then, must be the care 
of everyone, and for once we must falsify the proverb 
which makes the care of everybody that of no one. 

LONDON ATHLETIC CLUB.— (STAMFORD BRIDGE.) 

Onb Milb Bioyolb Habtdioap (Open). 

Handicapper— ^M. D. Rucker, Jun. 

The First Spring Meeting of the above dub came off at 

their own grounds on Saturday last, the 3rd April, in 

splendid weather. The spectators, who numbered about 

2500, were highly pleased with the Bicycle Race, which 

seems always the chief race at these pleasant meetings. 
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Pirat Heat : H. V. Cleaver, L.B.C. (55 yards) 1 ; K. A. 
Woolnough, Eoveis B.C. (100) 2 ; F. K. Laver, Dniids B.C. 
3; T. Kemp, Pickwick B.C. (130) ; W. T. Telby, 
L.A.C. (150) 0; T. W. Howard, L.A.C. (155) 0; W. G. 
Nutkba, Middlesex B.C. (160) ; G. T. Jeflfery, introduced, 
(170), 0. Seven started for this race, which proved a very 
good one. Cleaver passed Telby in the first lap, the others 
coming back slowly to the scratch man. No change in the 
leading men till the third lap, when Laver went to the 
front, followed by Woolnough, Cleaver coming up very 
well. Laver was leading at the commencement of the last 
lap, with Woolnough and Cleaver in close attendance, 
when, turning into the last straight. Cleaver put on a grand 
spurt, and just won a good race by one foot, two yards 
between second and third, the others close up. Time, 
2 mins. 57^ sees. 

Second Heat : H. L. Cortis, Wanderers B.C., scratch, 1 ; 
W. T. Thorn, Jun., L.B.C. (60 yards), 2 ; M. J. R. Dundas, 
IZingari.B.C. (140) 3; G. L. HiUier, L.A.C. (115), 0; 
P. RendeU, L.AC. (150), 0; J. T. Crier, L.A.C. (170), 0. 
Thorn and Cortis, going oflF at a very good pace, soon b^n 
to cut the other men down, and, getting on even terms 
with them in the last lap, Cortis just managed to win by 
one yard ; a foot between second and third. Time 2 mins. 
55} sees. 

Third Heat : J. P. Griffith, Surrey B.C. (115 yards), 1 ; 
0. Thorn, L.B.C. (175), 2; J. R. Hamilton, Druids B.C. 
(60), 8; P. G. Hebblethwaite. L.A.C. (130), 0; C. E. 
Tiles, Temple B.C. (165), 0; R. WeUbeloved, 
St. James's B.C. (165), ; A. Mieville, Temple B.C. 
(180), 0. This race was a very tame aflFair. as Griffith, 
who was riding very well, soon got to the front, and came 
away an easy winner by five yards, 0. Thorn, who was 
riding very well, second, two yards ahead of Hamilton. 
Time 3 mins. 1^ sees. 

Final Heat: Griffith 1 ; W. T. Thorn, Jun., 2 ; Cortis 3. 
Griffith came away at the end of the first lap, and seemed 
to gain on the scratch man, and keeping the lead all the 
rest of the way won with the greatest ease by 40 yards. 
Thorn and Cortis meanwhile were racing well together for 
second place, which Thorn just managed to secure by two 
yards ; Cleaver fourth. Time 2 mins. 53 J sees. The times 
were taken by G. P. Coleman with a Benson's chronograph. 

THE CAMBRIDGE BAG. 

The Cambridge bag is a modified form of the well-known 
Multum-in-Parvo, designed by Mr. Rucker. Its chief 
points are that it contains half as much again as the old 
pattern, and is fitted with a strong screw-clamp, which 
fastens it firmly to the spring. 

Below the ordinary Multum is a smaller bag, and under 
this is the tool-pocket This additional bag does not offer 
any inconvenience to mounting, as it would if placed in 
any other position. 



The lower part is easily accessible without removing the 
whole from the bicycle, and the space between the two is a 
convenient place for a waterproof cape or a guide-book, 
which can be pulled out without touching the straps. It 
has been found that plain hooks are all that is required for 
the saddle-straps. 

The bag was designed by Mr. A. P. Trotter, L.B.C., 
C.U.Bi.C., of Trinity College, Cambridge, for long tours, 
but since either part may be left empty without inconve- 
nient result, it becomes useful for all purposes. 

It has been in use for some time by several members of 
the Cambridge University Bicycle Club. It is made by 
Meiter and Co., of Gracechurch Street, at a very reasonable 
price. 




' JL.W. * 




A SADDLE-BAG. 



I have used for the last three years a bag made to my 
design by a saddler in Wormwood Street, Bishopsgate 
(Mr. Crout). It is of solid leather, which is sufficiently 
thick to be rigid and keep its shape. In form it somewhat 
resembles what is known as the "J. K.," or "Saturday to 
Monday," but differs from the latter in having only one 
receptacle, and also in possessing no side or bottom pockets. 
A thin flannel shirt, with the few other necessaries, can l)e 
readilv stowed therein, and can be easily taken out, which 
is perhaps of more value. With ordinary care the oil-can 
and spanner do not soil the other contents, though it is de- 
sirable to protect the shirt with a tightly-fitting calico bag, 
the former being closely rolled up around the spare collars 
and handkerchiefe. Wire and stout string are often very 
handy at a pinch, and I generally like to carry an oil-feeder, 
as in these oays of paraffin lamps it is frequently a matter 
of difficulty to replenish one's lamp. The bag is made in 
black leather, and is fastened to the saddle by two straps, 
and clamped firmly to the spring by the wooden bar in- 
vented, I think, by Mr. Rucker with his M.I.P. bag. Its 
cost is 12s. 6d., and it proves itself so very convenient that 
this brief description may perhaps be of use to some 
members. Bisoohn. 
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PIXTUKES FOR CLUB MEETS. 



Date. 



N.E. 



N.W. 



W. 



S.W. 



S.E. 
Croydon DiTision. 



S.E. 
BUokheftth Division. 



I 



8.80 Lea Bridge 
Boad, 8.45 Sy- 
bom'a Comer for 
UpminBter. 



8.45 "Jack Straw's 
Castle" far Shen- 
ley. 



8.80 Hammenmitb 
Bridge (south side) 
for Ewell. Meet 
S.W. and S.E. 



4.0 "The Griffin,*' 
Kingston, Circular 
Runto£well<'6Iynn 
Arms." MeetW.A 
S.E.about 6 o'clock 



4.15 Central Croy- 
don Station for 
EwreU. Meet W., 
S.W., and Black- 
heath Diviuon. 



8.80 Old LewiBham 
Church for Ewell. 
Meet W.. S.W., 
and Croydon Divi- 
sion. 



8.80] Lea Bridge 
Boad, 8.45 Sy- 
bom's Comer for 
Abridge. 



8.45 "Jack Straw's 
Castle" for Hare- 
field. MeetW. 



Harefield. Meet 
N.W. 



4.0 "The Griffin," 
Kingston, for New- 
lands Comer. 



4.45 Wert Wiokham. Paper Qhaie. 



Afbil 24.— All Districts meet Cambridge Univ. B.C. at Hitchin. Time and place of starting to be published in the GAZim. 



SATURDAY RUNS. 

N.E. District. 

It ifl generally believed that the High Sheriffs of Middle- 
sex and Essex had combined with the clerk of the weather 
to interfere with the joint N.E. and N.W. meet fixed for 
the drd, but they were not wholly successful. It is true 
that two or three from East District were engaged taking 
electors to the poll, and it is true that " The George " at 
Enfield refused tot political reasons to give us any tea; but 
in spite of this we met, fed, and returned, contented at least 
with ourselves. Only four met at Sybom's Comer, and 
riding by Hillyer's Comer and the " Ferry Boat" over dirty 
roads reached Tottenham. The route firom here to Palmer's 
Green is better imagined than described, as I for one cannot 
define the curious and mazy wanderings^ over roads mostly 
bad, by which we reached the latter place. Once there, 
however, we took to the straight road, and were soon aware 
of the blue and buff of " Herbert Gladstone for Middlesex " 
on dozens of carriages and carts. Bush Hill emptied three 
saddles, and then we rode quietly into Enfield, the rain 
taking tum about with dullluncomfortable weather all the 
way. Enfield presented a scene of— "Hamilton and Coope" 
—much drunkenness, and a crowd, and '* The George," as 
above mentioned, refused admittance, so we sought out a 
smaller "pub," and while waiting for the N.W. men, 
amused ourselves with the vagaries of intoxicated electors. 
One man in particular stood at his window tossing cigars 
amongst the scrambling crowd, who gently replied by 
heaving eggs at him with move or less success. The N.W. 
arrived four strong after about half-an-hour, and we settled 
down to a very pleasant tea, only we ought to have more 
men. We very nearly talked politics at tea ; we shall soon 
be obliged to prepare a series of essajrs to be read at Club 
Meets if that sort of thing is to coutinne. By seven 
o'clock we were off together, splitting up into twos and 
threes as we went out. I can only repeat that Tottenham 
was quiet, but thai the Tottenham and Waltiiamstow road 



is not advisable at night, unless you are good at steeple- 
chasing. Present : Theo. Child, Gibbs, Long, and Theo. 
Godlee, Captain. I hope N.E. men wiU remember that 
next week's mn is to Upminster, and show up in force 
accordingly ; it is tme there are no strawberries just now, 
but Upminster has always been a favourite. 

Theo. Godlse. 



W. District. 

The District Captain attended at Harlesden Green on 
Saturday at 3.30 p.m., and, not finding anyone present, 
after waiting for some time, rode, vid Willesden and 
Neesden, to the Brent, where the rain was so heavy as to 
drive him to cover, and he then turned and rode home, 
wet through. It is greatly to be regretted that members 
do not show up at the runs. Are they dissatisfied with 
the places of meeting, or what is the cause ? Any sugges- 
tions will be thankfully received. 

W. A. Smith, District Captain. 

N.B. — ^The once perfect surface of Horn Lane, leading 
from Willesden to Acton, is now like a ploughed field, 
building openktions having commenced on its north side, 
and I fear it is quite ruined for 'cyclists. 



S.W. District. 
Four members started from the ''Griffin" at 4.20 for 
Ockham, by the main road to Esher, then tuming past the 
Church and Hersham Green — ^where Buckler joined com- 
pany — ^thence by Barwood Park, and Walton Common to 
the Portsmouth road below Cobham, passing the Hut. Tea 
at the "Hautbois and Fiddle," where White, of Guildford, 
joined. At seven, a detachment was left behind to extend 
the run ; the remainder took the back road to Cobham, by 
daylight. Lamps being lighted here, a further separation 
followed, and each man made the best of his way home- 
wards. Roads generally much improved by the late rains, 
but one member after crossing Walton Bridge had to walk 
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the greater part of the last five miles, owing to stones and 
ruts. Present : A. E. BacUer, B. M. Gniggen, A Henry, 
A H. Rolls, 6. E. White, and 

H. JsKKiNas, District Captain. 
Pleaae note that all meets in this district will be at four, 
as in Meet Card. 



S.K DiSISIGT. 

Croydon Division, — Six men. met at CSentral Croydon 
Station on Saturday and rode against a strong wind and 
over bad roads' to Reigate, where they found Potter, J. 
Williams, and Wyndham busily engaged with a capital tea. 
The members were treated with the attention they 
invariably meet with at the ^' Grapes " Hotel. Present : 
A. 0. Bishop, E. H. Carr, J. T. Johns, J. Kinder, J. Potter, 
C. B. Wheeler, J. Williams, W. Wyndham, and 

F. M. Williams, District Captain. 

BUukheath Division. — ^Three members of the Blackheath 
Division met at Lewisham Church, and finding that one of 
them had an engagement at home at seven o'clock, they 
resolved to change the route to a circular run via Eltham 
and Sidcup. Barrett separated at the latter place, being 
bound for a longer run. Night riding must have been 
attended with some danger on account of the large number 
of persons under the influence of West Kent election. 
Present : A. Barrett, M. Dicker, S. P. Smith. 

Through the influence of two well-known members, 
permission has been obtained to put up two notice boards 
in this district, one at the Fire Station opposite Central 
Croydon Station, and the other at Mr. Riddington's, the 
baker, close to Lewisham Church. Any member arriving 
at the starting places late, will now be able to ascertain 
what time the division started, which route it has taken, 
and the numbers present. It is hoped members will turn 
up in force next Saturday to meet the W. and S.W. at 
Ewell. The Croydon Division will wait for the Blackheath 
Division at Central Croydon. 



PRESENTATION OP THE TESTIMONIAL TO 
MR RUCKER. 

As announced in the two last issues of the Oazettb, this 
took place at the " Three Bucks," Gresham Street, on April 
6th, and was well attended by about forty members. Mr. 
Jennings took the chair, while the Captain acted as vice- 
chairman. After a well-eerved meal the chairman, with a 
few words expressive of the thanks which the Club wished 
to give Mr. Rucker, handed to the latter a gold keyless 
hunting watch, made by Hooper, of Messrs. Frodsham's, 
Strand, and also a framed Testimonial containing the names 
of those who had contributed^l40 in number. The 
parchment was artistically prepared by Mr. Martin, to 
whom the L.A.C. men had entrusted the making of two 
of a similar character for the Messrs. Waddell, and in its 



margin the Club colours— red, black, and blue— were 
appropriately introduced. Mudi cheering, of course, was 
indulged in, and after Mr. Rucker had said his say, the 
usual musical honours, with the conventional "three times 
three," were vigorously given. The Captam thanked the 
Chairman, and so the business of the evening closed. 

The occasion was naturally improved by the subsequent 
consumption of tobacco and much wheel talk, and more 
than one member was heard to say he thought such a 
rfunion as good fiin as any Club dinner at the ''Orosvenor," 
and certainly a good deal less expensive. Songs and recita- 
tions by '' The Migor " formed a prominent part in the 
festivities of the evening, and those to whom his melodious 
African chuckle was a novelty appeared greatly impressed 
by its weird solemnity. Our late Captain of course gave in 
his quota, and parodied Mr. Irving in a manner that doubt- 
less would have afforded that eminent tragedian material 
for further development of character. Altogether a jolly 
evening was passed, and we were pleased at being joined by 
two prominent members of the -'Wanderers," Messrs. 
Cortis and Sopper, and also that Mr. Nairn by his presence 
showed he had not forgotten his old friends in the L.B.C. 



STRAY NOTES. 



How much of a rider's happiness depends on his prosaic 
aaddle-bag. If, when desirous of soothing a suffering hind- 
wheel, he has to utterly capeise his impedimenta and 
ransack his haversack in order to get at a fugitive oil-can, 
his peace of mind, with the thermometer at 80 deg., must 
inevitably suffer. 

• ••••• 

Two correspondents forward this week their ideas on the 
bag question. Mr. Trotter (late captain C.U.Bi.C.) is a 
practical man, and has certainly shown us how to carry 
with ease a large amount of luggage, but to me it seems 
one charm in the bicyclist's life lies in his freedom from all 
encumbering parcels. 

• ••••• 

There are more ways than one of riding a biqrcle, as was 
demonstrated a few days ago by A. Henry, who rode ten 
miles from Leatherhead] carrying A. E. Buckler on the 
step, the latter having broken down when riding his " Club." 

• ••••« 

The present period is trying to the Editor of a weekly 
bicycling publication. He has used up during the winter 
the ''matter" accumulated by the rides and runs of last 
autumn, and it is yet too early in the season for many 
fresh narratives to be coming in. His only chance of 
existence is to appeal urgently for the aid of his charitable 
friends and to the leniency of his critics, always evolving 
from his inner consciousness articles and runs more or less 
fabulous. The inference which flows naturally from the 
foregoing is that '' the tub " is once more getting light 
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Some one in the North East has sent me the following 
list of machines, in'aceordance with " Anoythaon's " sugges- 
tion, which are at the service of his District Captain : — 

1. A " Bone-shaker/' aged, say, 12 years. 

2. A " Beck," with ruhber tyres, aged 6 years. 

3. A " StasscD," with solid back-bone, aged 5 years. 

4. A '' Challenge," age unknown. 

This, he says, is a first Ust; a second will shortly be 

published. 

• ••••• 

I hear that the N.R don't see why the S.W. should 
monopolise half the paper for their Club runs, and in 
future everyone who attends N.E. runs will be expected to 
write an account, in the unavoidable absence of their 
District Captain. KHomice qui Rir. 



RACING FIXTURES. 

April 24th. — Surrey Bicycle Race Meeting, Eennington 
Oval. 

April 24th. — ^Alert B.C. Race Meeting, Alexandra Palaca 

April 24th. — Royal School of Mines, 2 miles handicap, 
Stsunford Bridge. 

May 1st. — ^LA.C. second Spring Meeting (2 miles 
Handicap open to amateurs), Stamford Bri(^e. 

May Sth, — London B.C. Evening Race Meeting, Stam- 
ford Bridge. 

May 8th. — Surbiton Recreation Grounds, 25 miles. 

May 15th. — ^London University College, Stamford Bridge, 

May 17th.— Bath Race, 100 miles. 

May 22nd.— La Crosse Club, 1 mile Handicap, Stamford 
Bridge. 

May 20, 22, 26, 28, 29.— C.U.Bi.C. Easter Term Races, 
Cambridge. 

May 26th.— C.U.Bi.a v. D.B.B.C, 2, 10, and 25 miles at 
Cambridge. 

May 29th.— C.U.Bi.C. v. L.B.a, 1, 4, and 15 miles at 
Cambridge. 

May ' 29th. — ^L.A.C. First Summer Meeting (3 miles 
Bicvcle Handicap, open to amateurs), Stam- 
ford Bridge. 

June 5th, — ^Pickwick B.C. Race Meeting, Stamford 
Bridge. 

June 5ih.— Dewsbury B.C. Race Meeting. 

June 12th.— Kingston Bicycle Club, Surbiton Running 
Grounds. 

June 19th.*— London B.C. Annual Race Meeting, Stamford 
Bridge. 

June 26th. — ^L.A.C. Second Summer Meeting ^4 miles 
Bicycle Handicap, open to amateurs), Stam- 
ford Bridge. 

July 3rd. — ^Civil Service B.C. Race Meeting. 

July 10th. — ^Belgrave B.C. Race Meeting (1 mile open to 
amateurs), Stamford Bridge. 

July 17th. — Qresham Athletic Club, Stamford Bridge. 

July 24th. — Surbiton Recreation Grounds, 25 miles. 

July 24th. — ^Lombard B.C. Race Meeting, Catford Bridge. 

July 24th.— Arion B.C., Stamford Bridge. 

July Slst. — ^Railway Clearing House, Stamford Bridge. 

Aug. 28th. — South London Harriers, Stamford Bridge. 

Sept. 11th.— I. Zingari B.C., Stamford Bridge. 

Sept. 25th.— Druids B.C., Stamford Bridge. 

Oct. 2nd. — ^L.A.C. Autumn Meeting, Stamford Bridge. 

Nov. 6th. — ^LA.C. Winter Meeting, Stamford Bridge. 



INTER-CLUB RACES. 
I shall be much obliged if any member wishing to ride 
in the Inter-Club Races with the Cambridge University 
Bicycle Club on the 29th of May, will communicate with 
me at once, as no time should be lost in fixing who are to 
represent us on that occasion. 

Theo. Godlse, Captain. 



BORDEAUX TO PAU, THE PYRENEES, AND 

ACROSS FRANCE TO NANTES. 

( Continued Jrom our page l&.) 

Sept. 27. Verteillac to Angouleme. Williams having to 
catch the 11.50 train from Angouleme for Tours, he and I 
had early breakfast and started ofif before seven. There 
was little wind up so early, we therefore made a good pace, 
and, running through La Roche Beancourt, near which is a 
fine chateau, and where the Charente begins, arrived in 
Angouleme (29 miles) in good time. The road, as of late, 
was hilly and good, but rough and downhill into the town. 
At the "Grand Hotel de la Poste," a quiet, first-rate, and 
moderate house, we had dejeuner, and then I saw Williams 
off by train to Tours, where he was to spend Sunday with 
friends, train to St. Male, and so home. Hutchings and 
Jennings turned up later, having lunched at a village called 
Dignacs, where they seem to have had fun with the 
peasants, saw shells out of which the snails had been eaten, 
and told everybody drank rum there, although only a few 
miles from town of Cognac. In the afternoon we explored 
the town, the Cathedral of St. Pierre, of which the 
romanesque western fofode is particulariy noticeable, but 
rather spoilt by restoration, admired from the terraces or 
old ramparts the fine views of the river Charente below, the 
lower part of the town and the country all round, rambled 
in the gardens below the old walls, and looked into the 
shops, etc. Being a maricet-day here, I had great opportu- 
nities for examining the different costumes and caps, the 
latter curious. Distance 29 miles. 

Sept. 28. Angouleme to Niort. A loose rubber on the 
lieutenant's hind wheel delayed our start till past ten, when 
we descended the terraces or ramparts by zigzags, crossed 
the river Charente, and ran through a very tame and un- 
interesting country to Rouillac (15 J miles). It was a great 
treat to have no head wmd, road fair and hilly. To Matha 
(14i miles) was less hilly, but crossing into another depart- 
ment — ^the Charente Inf^rienre — we found a very much 
" inferior " Charente as regarded the road, which was rough 
and full of rate, like dry mortar ; Hutchings, having a 
stiff socket, fell in one, and broke his mile-gauge. At 
Matha, " Hotel de Poste, I think, we lunched well, and 
thence running over a tolerably level but little better road 
reached St. Jean d'Angeley (llj miles). We only skirted 
this town, turning north for Niort, and then went on at 
a good pace through Loulay (7i miles), over a fair undu- 



Digitized by 



Ljoogle 



30 



LONDON BICYCLE CLUB GAZETTE. 



lating road, into the Deux Sevres, and reached Beauyoir- 
gur-Niort (9| miles) at dnak. Hutchings and Jennings 
decided to stop at this Tillage, hut I, haying yiyid recollec- 
tions of ''puces/' etc., at small inns, wouldn't chance a 
sleepless nighty and so ran on quickly to Niorfc (10^ miles) 
hy moonlight. Much of the yine country in this day's 
ride seemed fearfully deyastated by the phylloxera, and 
thousands of yines were quite dead. At Rouillac, Hatha, 
and Loulay, etc., we caused great excitement, and gaye the 
people, who were all lounging about in their blouses and 
" habit de Dimanche," something quite new to look at and 
gossip about. Hutchings and Jennings put up at the 
"Hotel du Faisan," fair and yery cheap, and spent a 
pleasant eyening with two French engineers. I, entering 
Niort by a dark ayenue and making people take me for 
lediable, lodged myself at the "Hotel des Strangers," 
yery good and moderate. My distance 68^ miles ; Hut- 
chings and Jennings 57| miles. 

Sept. 29. Niort to Bressuire. Niorfc is a fine large town 
with some capital streets and shopa After Hufcchings and 
Jennings had arriyed from Beauyoir and re-breakfasted we 
we rode out of it up a stiff hill, watched by a large crowd 
in the Place at the bottom. A change now soon came o'er 
the spirit of the dream, for instead of yast stretches of 
unhealthy looking yines, with a tree or bit of low fence or 
bank here and there, the yines disappeared and our road 
now wound among trees and green fields with splendid 
great thick hedges on either side of it. We were in fact ' 
in the Vendde, and can well understand how it was such a 
desperate stand was made in the Vend^an war. To Champ- 
deniera (12| miles) it was yery hilly, but all rideable with 
good surface. Beyond this large yillage our road lay before 
us straight as a die, and was fearfully hilly, but all through 
most pretty country, and abounding with yery fine black- 
berries, for which all seemed to haye a weakness. Some- 
times whilst one man was grinding up a long hill he would 
see the man in firont disappear oyer the next ridge, and the 
head of the rider behind rise gradually oyer the top of the 
last ridge. At the little town of Secondigny (8^ miles) a 
great annual fair was in full swing. Leading the way with 
my bugle I soon had a narrow lane made in the crowds, 
but running against one old woman with basket and blue 
umbrella, who would cross just as I came up, I got off soon. 
Some of the peasant women here were the handsomest I 
haye seen, and wore most wonderful caps, composed of a 
linen shape, two great horns sticking out behind, and 
grand lace oyer it all, also bright coloured shawls and 
aprons, exceedingly picturesque. The little "Hotel de 
France " here was crowded with market people, but gaye us 
a fair d^euner with some of the farmers, a delicious pat^, a 
speciality, forming the backbone of it. The road continued 
to Bressuire (17 miles), as before, no leyel at all, but all long 
hills with good surface ; we could haye ridden eyery one 
but chose to walk up several corkers. In mounting once 



the lieutenant managed to go head first into the blackberry 
hedge, but Hutchings, being prepared for all emergencies, 
soon extracted the prickles with the proper instrument. 
At Bressuire, a rather melancholy looking town, we repaired 
to ''Hotel du^ Dauphin," good and moderate, patron 
particularly civil. It is almost under the shadow of a 
curious and antique church tower. ^ Distance, Hutchings 
and Jennings, 48^ miles ; Morris, d7j. 

Sept. 30. Bressuire to Nantes. The lieutenant's hind 
wheel being in such a terrible loose state, now obliged him 
to train, while Hutchings and myself did our last day's 
riding. Much rain had fallen in the night, but roads were 
still capital, though yery hilly, in fact little else but hills, 
all of which we rode up, and flew down at a terrific pace, 
and with a fine day, and yery pretty wooded country 
around, we much enjoyed it. Passing through Ch&tillon 
(13^ miles), we reached Mortagne-sur-S^yre (11^ miles), a 
small town along the Boyalist head-quarters, and had an 
early d^euner there. Just beyond we saw the ruins of 
seyeral old castles, Vend^n strongholds, and some miles 
on at cross roads, near the yillage of Torfou, we come upon 
the scene of the battle of Torfou (1793), where the Vend^n 
peasants gained one of their greates yictories oyer a much 
superior Republican force. A large granite pillar here 
marks the site and used to haye on its sides the names of 
the four great Vend^an leaders, but either the BonapartLsts 
or Republicans haye studiously chipped the letters out and 
obliterated them. From Mortagne to Glisson (17| miles) 
is much more leyel, but an inferior road, in the Loire 
Inf^rieure after Torfou. Four departments— Deux S^yres, 
Vendfe, Maine et Loire, and Loire Inf^rieure— were all 
ridden in to-day. To enter Glisson we crossed a fine 
bridge, from which there is a charming yiew' of, on one 
side, trees, park, etc., and on other the town, with its 
famous old castle on a slight eminence aboye the little 
riyer S6yre, which runs in the yalley below. In this 
castle the Republicans murdered the Vend^n peasants by 
throwing them aliye into a deep well. The last stage of 
the road to Nantes (17| miles) was tolerably leyel ; though 
at first decent, it soon became rough and muddy, I suppose 
from traffic. Faye began early, and we must haye walked 
for twenty minutes through the outskirts of Nantes, and 
across seyeral bridges oyer branches of the Loire, before we 
reached the chief bridge where Jennings awaited us. He 
had gone by rail a good way round and consequently only 
arriyed shortly before us. We put up at " Hotel du Com- 
merce et des Colonies," a rather gloomy house, but 
moderate and good. Roads all day were in our fkyour, 
I think, but we had no long descent to the yalley of the 
Loire as expected. After changing we strolled about, took 
a steam-tram which goes rushing along at what seems to us 
a terribly dangerous rate, and by it went alongside the 
quays, which, by th<>dt)ye, extend for two miles, towards the 
Cathedral St. Pierre. I will not attempt to describe it. 
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smffice it to mj, that the scolptore and carving of the 
west front, a very imposing one, appear to have been fear- 
frUIy mutilated at the Revolution, and that the interior, 
showing the styles of various centuries, with its ancient 
monuments, etc., is exceedingly interesting. The castle 
close by seems a strong massive place, the *' Edict of 
Nantes" was signed here. The Jardin des Plantes is 
reported good, but we had no time to see it. Near 
the cathedral is a fine large open place with a statue of 
Louis XVI., but of late years used to commemorate some 
row between the troops and the people. 0, these fickle 
Frenchmen ! Distance to-day 60 miles. 

Next day, Oct. 1, having no more time for riding, we 
took an early and tedious train to St. Malo, changing at 
Redon and Rennes, and traversing of course the tamest 
part of the country, which gives no idea of the wild beauty 
of Brittany. At St. Malo we crossed to Dinard, and were 
much struck with the place. Dined at " Hotel TUnion " 
at St. Servan, and, going on board the " Guernsey," had a 
pleasant run to Southampton, which was reached next 
morning. Here the expedition separated, Hutchings 
training to Bournemouth, Jennings to Walton and by road 
to Feltbam, and I, starting at one, rode via Winchester 
over fearfully muddy roads, dined at Basingstoke, and 
reached home at Hampstead (80 miles) by eleven. A word 
or two and I've done. Our luggage, each man carrying a 
suit of clothes and everything almost likely to be wanted 
that one can imagine, was carried in MJ.P. and handle bags 
or parcels on frames, Hutchings having a wheel bag instead 
of the latter. My luggage weighed 15| lbs, Hutchings's about 
as much, and the others, I think, less ; it didn't seem to in- 
convenience us, and having plenty of clothing and sundries 
we were always comfortable, whether hot, cold, or wet. 
Hotels on the whole we found capital, and moderate, though 
of course dearer in the Pyrenees than other parts. I used 
nearly always to go in first and ask the terms, and frequently 
made advantageous arrangements for the party, which one 
or two men couldn't do. Our total expenses for twenty- 
eight days came to about j^20 each, and of this about 
M lOs. was spent in getting to Bordeaux by sea, and from 
Nantes home, so that our total expenses in France only 
averaged 10s. lOd. per diem, and we never stinted ourselves 
for anything. We used Hachette's departmental maps 
(I think I carried twenty-four), Joanne's Guide aux 
PyrSn^, and Murray's French 6ui(j^, which, by the bye, 
is sometimes grievously incorrect. Facke is, however, the 
best guide out and out for the Pyrenees. The distances 
given are measured carefully by three different gauges, and 
are from <me halting paint to another. One thing I see 
plainly, and that is, that the larger the party the less 
distance is covered. Our distances in France were: — 
A. £. Buckler 475 miles, W. J. Williams 573 miles, H. 
Jennings 580 miles, C. R Hutchings 1M miles, and N. B. 
Morris 746 miles ; and in England Williams 70 miles, and 



myself 80 miles. Roads in the south are a little rougher 
than I expected, but in the Fyrenean district itself they 
are capital. Besides thia, the scenery in the Pyrenees is 
grand beyond description. We all enjoyed the tour im- 
mensely throughout, and returned enchanted, and the best 
advice I think I can give is, 6o and 'cycle there likewise. 

NORMAK B. MOBRIS. 



L.B.C. CONCERT. 



If any member has any Copies of the Olees, not returned 
after the late Concert, he will much oblige by sending them 
at once to F. Jolly, 37, Downs Road, Clapton, R 



As Thorn and the writer were doing duty to breakfast 
one morning last week, in came Quirk of the Kingston, 
shortly followed by Cortis and 0. P. Coleman. About 
half-past nine we all started, and, taking the lanes through 
Ditton, crossed Hampton Bridge, and turning sharp to the 
left we met the full force of the S.W. wind as we took the 
Staines road. Just before the village of Hampton, Coleman 
led Thorn and Cortis a spurt up a hill, and the two latter 
being bent on a sharp spin kept the steam up and soon 
disappeared. The road aQ the way to Staines was very 
loose in the centre, and the seemingly good places at the 
sides were intersect by sharply cut watercourses about 
every ten yards ; a fair pace, however, was kept up, and, 
once over Staines Bridge^ the road improved to IJgham. 
Here, at the foot of the hill, we made our first dismount 
and refreshed our thirsty souls. We three now turned 
to the right, and shorUy had to take shelter from a 
sharp shower which overtook us half way up the hilL 
Once more in saddle again a capital run over good 
roads brought us to Windsor Forest We spurted through 
the lodge gates in case of being stopped, and were 
soon trundling along a beautiful undulating drive, over- 
looking many a pleasant glade. Now we come to the 
Long Walk, where a halt is made and a short time spent 
in rapturous admiration of the lovely scene before us, 
brightened by the warm sun, and enlivened by the singing 
and calling of many birds. On we go again, and suddenly 
a gust of wind playfully takes my hat off and dashes it 
against Coleman's face as he follows. Shortly after leaving 
the Park a hard sandy path tempts us from the road, here 
somewhat heavy, and in spurting over its splendid surface 
I slip my treadle and come about as clean a cropper as 
could be arranged. No cuts registered, and machine unhurt 
— so we proceed via Winkfield to Brayand on into Maiden- 
head, where, at the " White Hart," we do justice to Mark 
Tapley's excellent Jare and reasonable charges. 

Beturning along the Bath road we are overtaken by a 
driving storm of rain and hail, but are fortunately near 
shelter. We observe, on the way, to Slough heaps of stones 
ready to go down ; should this design be completed it wiU 
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be very lively just here for competitors in the Bath Trial. 
Turning to the right in Slough we ran through Datchet 
ajid WrajTsbury to Staines :OYer [fair but by this time rather 
wet surface. From Staines our run home is only a return 
journey as far as Hamptoii: Court, where we take the tow- 
path (which is Al going) to Kingston Bridge ; here Coleman 
leaves Quirk and self, who- return to Surbiton to find Thorn 
and Gortis already contemplating the beauties of a refresh- 
ing cup of tea. We speedily join them, and when the first 
pangs of hunger are satisfied we learn that they had gone 
on through Egham and Virginia Water as far as the ''Jolly 
Farmers/' where, turning to the left, they ran to Famham, 
and thence over the Hog's Back to Ghiildford and Ripley. 
Gortis had come to grief over some stones. Their distance 
was just 60 and ours 55 miles. R A. Weeks. 

Hub Lamp Wanted. — ^Would one of the numerous riders 
of number's machines in the Club kindly tell me of a good 
hub lamp, which can be got into a 52-inch wheel with 
70 spokes ? I believe such a thing can be met with, but 
the lamp I now have (a "Salsbury," new last summer) 
cannot be got into position by any amount of persuasion 
or force. J. W. Langmore, 

^oxttBpontttttz. 

CLUB RUNS AND MEETS. 
To the Editor qf the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 

Snt, — Having read with great interest the letters of 
" W.X, W." and of " Amythaon " on Club Meets, I venture 
to send you some further remarks and suggestions. I 
think there is no doubt that the majority of men look upon 
attendance at General Meets rather as an act of duty to 
the Club than as a pleasure to themselves, — I mean such 
runs as that to Welwyn last year or to Epping the year 
before. The care that is necessary in riding wMi so large 
a body of men gives one little opportunity for observing 
the country you are passing through, whilst the funeral 
pace customary on these occasions is not exhilarating to 
one's spirits ; besides this there is the discomfort of the 
jolt across London, and the additional complications on the 
return journey of hucksters' baarows and drunken men. 
I think, therefore, that a couple of (General Meets in each 
season, one north and one south of the Thames, is 
sufficient. 

The same objections, though in a less degree, apply to 
runs by two divisions in company^ one or other of them is 
sure to be late, or there is some misunderstanding as to the 
place of meeting, and this occasions waste of time and 
grumbling. On the other hand, runs of neighbouring 
divisions to a common rendezvous offer all the advantages 
as regards sociability, etc., and are attended by none of 
the drawbacks of joint runs. I am glad, therefore, to see 
several of these tea-meetings on the cards for this season. 

The theory of General Meets is good, viz., that men 
should be enabled to extend their circle of acquaintance, 
and to see fresh country— can any means be suggested by 



which these objects may be attained without the practical 
disadvantages I have mentioned ? There is no doubt that 
after riding in one district for three or four years the runs 
become a little stale, and each season the chance of 
discovering new places to visit grow less. I don't think 
much can be expected from '' Amyihaon's " suggestion. 
In the first place, men who have a spare machine which is 
worth anything might not care to place it unreservedly at 
the disposal of the Club, though he would probably be 
quite willing to lend it to a personal friend. And, in the 
next place, the sizes of the machines on hand would 

{robably not be found to suit those who wanted a mount 
myself happen to have three machines, any two of which 
would be at the disposal of a careful rider on any Saturday, 
but on going through a list of the men I know I find that 
some ride larger machines, others smaller, and there are 
not above two or thxee who would be likely to accept my 
offer of a mount 

I would surest that men of different districts who ride 
similar machines should pair. Thus a North West man 
might pair with a Soutb East, and agree to exchange 
machines occasionally during the season ; A, the N. W. 
man, riding to Westerham or East Grinstead on B's machine, 
whilst B, of the S.E. division, goes to Essendon or Hertford 
on A's machine ; the journey across London being done 
by 'bus or rail If this plan was carried out to some 
extent it would do much to soften down the division into 
districts, and would enable men to vary their runs almost 
indefinitely with very little trouble or expense.— I am, Sir, 
yours, &c., Wkst-Nor'-West. 

IN DEFENCE OF W. A. SMITH'S WATTING POWERS. 
To the Editor qf the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 

Sir,— In your last issue our gallant Captain, Theo. 
Godlee, complains that "at Marlborough, Gibbe, having 
ridden from Newbury, reported no L.B.C. men forward 
except SmiUi, who we knew would grow tired of waiting, as 
we were an hour or two behind time." Now, having when 
at the " White Lion " read our Captain's letter proclaiming 
a start from Bath at eight a.m., and that Smith would 
wait just before Newbury to ferry us through the Lines, I 
communicated to Smith (who had only waited one hour so 
far), on my arrival at top of hill, that the single hind forks 
had left at eight a.m. We waited in the hot sunshine for 
three quarters of an hour more, with a two-miles view of 
road, when, concluding that the roads near Bath had lifted 
the S.F. back wheels, in which theory we were unfortunately 
partially correct, we started by back route through lanes 
into Bath road, two miles on London side of Newbury, 
passing the house where Charles I. slept just before the 
battle of Newbury, up Clay Hill, past the house where our 
Captain W. Distric?^ was "hatched," into the turnpike. 
Tms route fully avoids our anti-cyclist friends in Newbury, 
and must be seen tc be fully appreciated. As our single- 
fork Bath outriders did not reach Maidenhead till six p.m., 
the want of the virtue of patience must be forgiven to 
Smith's Humber and my 'Bus, otherwise known as yours 
very respectfully, Irish Ghallbkob. 

P.S. My respects to Blinker ! 

April 3rd, 1880. 
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OUR ANNUAL EXAMINATION. 

As the period for holdiDg this searching test approaches, 
it is not uninteresting to note the various standpoints from 
which it is and has been regarded. By those who initiated 
the Road Trial, it was felt to be desirable to confer a dis- 
tinctive badge — ^a blue ribbon — ^upon such members of the 
Club as had arrived at special excellence in the riding of 
the wheel. It was rightly thought that the Bicycle has its 
use upon the road rather than upon the cinder track; and it 
was to the large body of touring members, who must always 
form the backbone of the Club, that the wish to offer en- 
couragement was felt. Then, too, the distance over which 
the trial should extend was purposely made extensive; 
so that the inducement to spurt through towns and 
villages should be removed by allowing time sufficient 
for the completion of the journey by an average rider 
in thoroughly sound condition, and this without com- 
pelling him to put on a racing pace. We may, perhaps, 
fairly hope to state correctly the views and desire of 
the Committee, when we say that they were anxious to 
encourage our sport by decorating all riders who at 
periodical examinations reached a definite standard. But 
— and a but usually gets under the wheel of our best in- 
tentions — ^the original design, good as it was, has been 
modified by unavoidable circumstances. In the first place 
expense, the conventional obstacle, presented itself. The 
undertaking to give gold medals to aff successful candidates 
might land the Club in hopeless insol||ncy ; so it was 
resolved to limit the number of decorations to ten, anti- 



cipating that at the end of a few years all old members 
able to fulfil the prescribed requirements would have done 
so, and would have made themselves possessors of the 
coveted badge. Thus, though for the first few trials the 
element of competition might come into play, yet it was 
held that ere long the number of medals to be disposed of 
would exceed the number of probably successful candidates; 
and so the Trial, possessing no longer the competitive 
element, would then fulfil its main object, and each 
candidate, finding time to be his sole opponent, would 
make !no special effort to vanquish other riders. To put 
the matter differently, it was thought that the tendency of 
competitors to race against each other would diminish as 
time went on, and the Trial would become a pass examina- 
tion rather than one of a competitive nature. So far good ; 
and the wish of a committee certainly not anxious to foster 
road racing is being realised already. Even this year, pro- 
bably some of the medals will go begging, which shows that 
most of our best men have already acquired them. But the 
racing element has been introduced into the Trial, and we 
think not happily, by the decision to give the first man of his 
year an enamelled medal. Nevertheless, even this does not 
tend to force the pace to the extent that one might at the 
first blush imagine. Its winning is usually pretty well a 
foregone conclusion ; and although two or three men may 
strive for the honour, yet the great body of candidates, 
feeling that they are " not in it," do not trouble them- 
selves, but rest contented with the attempt to win a gold 
one. 
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We have thus far tried to represent, and we trust with 
fiiirness, the views of the Committee concerning this Annual 
Trial. By the outside world, which may be split up into 
riders and non-riders, the matter is regarded from different 
standpoints. The county authorities do not appear to 
trouble themselves in any way on the subject, and though 
it was rumoured that in some of the towns en route an 
effort would be made to arrest our progress, this would on 
further inquiry seem not to be the case. Without doubt the 
officials do not regard the occasional passage of a rider 
through their districts on Whit Monday with any special 
aversion, even though he be travelling a little fiEister than 
men are in the habit of doing. To the outside riding 
public our Trial is probably generally unknown, nor need 
we at all desire to publish it to them. By some, we regret 
to say, a wish has been evinced to interfere with the 
matter, and the hope has been expressed that the various 
High Constables would take action in stopping the Trial. 
Of the likelihood that this will occur, an opinion may be 
formed after seeing a bill recently forwarded to us, which 
announces among other races for Whit Monday, in the 
neighbourhood of Hungerford, "A four-mile Bicycle race 
upon the road," by kind permission of the High Constable, 
J. Alexander, Esq. 



COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee, held on Monday, 12th 
April, 1880, the following gentlemen were elected members 
of the Club:— 



Name and Addxwi. TropMer. 

Chai. EMfrien Aiken, 18, Hflldrop 

Boad, Camden Boad F. W. B. Shaw. P. Dalton. 

J. L. E. Andreae, Oakleigb, Byde 

Vale Boad, aW. A. H. BoUa. J. W. Potter. 

The resignation of Mr. R. D. D. McLean was accepted. 

It was decided that, following the precedent set last year, 
the Novice Race at the Evenmg Meeting should be ridden 
on '' Roadster " machines. 



ThefoUawing Bvlee have been approved by the Committee 
qf the Cambridge University Bicycle Club and the London 
Bicycle Club for governing the Inter-Club Bacee. 

1. That the races be held annually over distances of 
one, four, and fifteen miles ; that Club to win which scores 
more than one event. 

2. That the races be held alternately in London and 
Cambridge. 

3. That a member of both Clubs, if resident at Cambridge, 
may compete against the London Club; if resident in 
London, or within the twenty-five mile radius, may com- 
pete against the Cambridge Club ; but that, if resident 
elsewhere, he shall have the option of riding for either 
Club. 



4. That three members of each Club compete at each 
distance. 

5. That in the four and fifteen mile races all six com- 
petitors start together, but that the one mile race be 
decided in three heats. 

6. That the winning Club in each event be that Club 
which scores most points ; the points to be reckoned as 
follows : — 

(1.) As regards the four and fifteen mile races the first 
man to score six points, the second five, the 
third four, the fourth three, the fifth two, and 
the last one. 
(2.) As regards the one mile race the winner of each 
heat to score two points and the loser one. 
each competitor therefore scoring six points, minus the 
number of men finishing in fi'ont of him. 

7. That a silver medal be presented to the competitor 
who first completes the distance in the four and fifteen 
mile races, and the winner of each heat in the one mile 
race ; such medals to be presented by the Club against 
which he competes. 

8. That the Bicycle Union Rules for race meetings, so 
far as applicable, be strictly complied with. 



GENERAL MEET. 
Unfortunately the Hampton Court Meet and the pro- 
posed General Meet at Halliford have been fixed for the 
same day. Under these circumstances it is considered 
best to give up the General Meet, and notice will be given 
in the Gazette in due course of the arrangements for that 
Saturday. I hope, however, that we may arrange for a 
meet in the West later in the season. 

Theo. Godlee. 

EVENING RACE MEETING. 
Members are requested to take special note of the 
decision at last committee that the Novices Race is to be 
run on Boadstera. This rule is the same as last year, but 
does not appear on the entry forms. 

RUN TO HITCHIN TO MEET C.U.BLC. 

After the great success of our run to Welwyn last year, 
I hope no special reminder will be necessary of the run to 
Hitchin fixed for the 24th instant— Saturday week. The 
run is a little further, but as the Cambridge men came 
quite as far last year I hope we shall show that we can 
take a little extra trouble, as the roads firom Welwyn to 
Hitchin are very good. 

The starts are arranged as follows : — 

The N.R starts from the Lea Bridge Road at 3.15 sharp, 
and ride by Wood Green and Southgate to Potter's Bar, 
where they are expected to meet the other districts. 

The N.W. leav^ "Jack Straw's" at 3.26 sharp, and ride 
via Golder's Green, where they will find the W. and S.W., 
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who meet there at 3.30, and the three districts will then 
ride together to Potter'a-Bar, where the N.E. should be 
waiting for them. 

The S.E. of course cannot ride all the way, but it is 
hoped as many as possible will go by the 4.7 train from 
Broad Street^ reaching High Bamet at 4.51 ; here the 
N.W. District Captain has kindly arranged for a N.W. 
member to be in waiting to conduct the strangers to the 
main road, and it is hoped they will fall in with the main 
body. 

Although these arrangements are made with a view to a 
joint run from Potter's Bar, to prevent delay no district is 
expected to giro more than ten minutes law at the outside 
to any other, but the District Captains are requested to 
leave a message at any meeting place if they start before 
any other district joins them, and at Potter's Bar in par- 
ticular to leave a note of the number who have gone on, as 
I shall want to telegraph from that point the number who 
are expected at Hitchin. 

For the convenience of distant members, J. Powell, 
Cedar Lawn, Hampstead, and N. B. Morris, Oak Hill House, 
Hampstead» have kindly arranged to house the machines 
of any who may wish it on Friday night. 

Some members will no doubt sleep out, and some ride 
home all the way, but auy who are anxious to be home in 
good time may be interested to know that a train leaves 
Hitchin at 8.23, stopping at Hatfield and Finsbury Park, 
and thence to Kings' Cross or Broad Street, and another 
leaves Hitchin at 8.^7, stopping at all stations except 
Wood Green, Homsey, and Holloway. 

It has been decided, following the precedent of what was 
to have been done at our Maidenhead Meet last year, that 
this run will count one attendance only towards the District 
Medals, and that will be secured by riding to Hitchin. 

With all these arrangements, I hope members will 
endeavour to make at least as good a show as last year, 
and test the capabilities of the " Sun " at Hitchin to the 
utmost. Theo. Godleb. 

NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

To facilitate early publication, the Editor will be glad 
to get in all copy by Tuesday Evening, or even earlier if 
possible. Matter received after Wednesday at noon will 
not be printed in that week's Gazette. 

Notice for bbnept of new Membees.— Messis. Darling 
and Son have still four covers for 1878, and can supply back 
numbers at the cost of Id. each. The expense of binding 
is 4s. 



Hub-Lamp. — Humber has just offered to fit a candle 
hub-lamp to a new seventy-spoke machine of my own. He 
says the candle lamps keep alight over any rough ground, 
and, of course, an extra candle or two can be very easily 
carried. iNo doubt he would forward Dr. Laugmore full 
particulaiB. A. W. Chippindale. 



EVENING RACE MEETING. 

Members are reminded of the Evening Race Meeting, 
which takes place at Stamford Bridge on Wednesday, 5th 
May, commencing at six p.m. It is hoped that all wiU try 
to assist in making the event a success. 

Members themselves will be admitted to the grounds on 
production of their Club badge. 

It has been determined, on this occasion, not to follow 
the troublesome practice of sending round a number of 
admission tickets to each member; but the Committee trust, 
nevertheless, that those men who are able and willing to 
sell tickets will obtain some, and do their best to dispose of 
them. Admission tickets (price one shilling) can be obtained 
of the Captain, Honorary Secretary, or any member of the 
Committee. They will also be on sale at the principle 
bicycle agents. 

Herbebt R. Botce, Hon. Sec. 
35, Warrington Crescent, W. 
April, 1880. 



A RUN WITH THE S.W. FLYERS. 

One day last week the Surbiton colony turned out early, 
and having resolved to go to Worthing and back, tool^ the 
Leatherhead road. The party was eight strong : — ^Thom, 
Kinder, Weeks, Potter, Butler, Barker, Coleman, and 
Ashley Barrett. 

Surbiton was left at 9.S0 a.m., and a hot pace of fi;om 
twelve to fourteen miles an hour kept up the whole distance 
to Worthing, which was entered by Thorn and Butler at 
quarter to two, by Coleman, Potter, and Weeks at 2.10, and 
bjrBarrett at 2.13. The roads were good, but somewhat 
stoned near Washington Cut, and the weather all one could 
desire. Wind was on the beam going, but a little ahead 
when coming back. Thorn and Butler rode all the way 
back in four hours twenty minutes. The four other men 
rode back 27 miles, and trained the rest, as the fast pace 
was beginning to tell upon some of them, at any rate. 
Curiously enough, after the train had started, with our* 
selves inside it, we all expressed great regret that we had 
not decided to ride out the rest of the journey. 

At Worthing we dined at the " Marine Hotel "—fairly 
well, but rather expensively ; at least we did not consider 
4s. Sd. apiece in any way a low charge for a moderate meal 
of steak, fruit tart, and bread, cheese, and beer. After 
dinner a lazy pipe in the sun upon the beach made us feel 
very happy, and caused us to vote the necessity for riding 
back to town a confounded nuisance. On the way down 
we were abandoned by Kinder and Barker, who thought it 
would require less labour to reach East Grinstead than 
Worthing, and accordingly diverged. 

For Sale, 56in. " Norwood," new last year, all bright, 
hollow forkig. Price £13.— John W. Potter, 15, Great 
St. Helen's, E.C. 

N.B.— Also a 56in. "Stassen." 
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FIXTURES FOR CLUB MEETS. 



Dftte. 



N.B. 



N.W. 



W. 



S.W. 



S.E. 
Croydon DiyiaioiL 



S.E. 
BlAckbeath Diviaioii 



I 



8.80] Lea Bridge 
Road, 8.45 Sy- 
bom'8 Comer for 
Abridge. 



8.45 '< Jack Straw's 
Castle " for Hare- 
fleld. MeetW. 



Harefield. Meet 



4.0 "The GriflSn," 
Kingaton, for New- 
lands Comer. 



4.45 Wert WicUuuBu Paper Cliase. 



2J 

I 



8.15 Lea Bridge 
Boad for Hitchin 
to meet C.U.Bi.C. 
Join other Districts 
at^Potter'sBar. No 
meet Sybom's Cor. 



8.25 "Jack Straw's 
CasUe^for Hitchin 
to meet CU-BiC. 
Join S.W. and W. 
at Golder's Green, 
&N.E.Potter'8Bar 



8.80 Golder's Green 
for Hitchin to 
meet C.U.Bi.C. 
Ride with N.W. 
ft S.W. to meet 
N.E.atPotter'BBar 



8. SO Golder's Green 
for Hitchin to 
meet C.U.BLC. 
Ride with W. and 
N.W.tomeetN.£. 
at Potter's Bar 



4.7 Train (Broad Street) to High Bamet, 
and thence by road to Hitchin to meet 
C.U.Bi,C. 



SATURDAY RUNS. 

N.E. DiSTBICT. 

Only four members turned up at Sybom's Corner last 
Saturday. I suppose the gloomy look of the sky had some- 
thing to do with there being so small a muster, as the run 
to Upminster is usually well attended. We rode via Red 
Bridge to Ilford by fair roads, but with a strong wind 
against us. After Ilford, for about a mile the road was 
almost unrideable, two members having been stopped by 
ruts, being obliged to walk about a half-a-mile till we could 
take a turning into the main road, as mounting was out of 
the question. Tlie main road was better, but it would not 
allow anything but a slow pace. Upminster was reached 
about six o'clock, and we learned to our grief that the up- 
stairs room, which we usually have, was engaged, so we had 
to put up with a room adjoining the bar. Tea was fair> 
but below the average. As we set out for home it tried to 
rain, but only accomplished a few drops. The return 
journey was performed without any occurrence of interest. 
Present : T. Child, T. Godlee, Murray, and A. Fowler. 



N.W. DlSTMOT. 

April 3. In spite of election attractions four members 
of this District braved the weather and carried out the 
run to Enfield to meet the N.E. Messrs. Hill and Price with 
the District Captain started in the wet and got as far as 
Church End, where an extra hard downpour induced them 
to seek shelter close to the polliag place. Mr. W. J. Wil- 
liams was found waiting to join us at Tally-ho Comer, and 
as the rain still continued we rode on by way of Colney 
Hatch, Southgate, past Winchmore Hill Station, and 
arrived at Enfield to find four N.E. men awaiting us. A fair 
tea (Is. 9d.) was had at the inn in the comer of the Market 
Place, as the " George Inn," the best one, had been made 
the Conservative headquarters and was therefore full At 
7.20 the two Districts started off homewards, the evening 
being fine, and rode together to Palmer's Green, where the 
N.W. turned off for Southgate, and ploughing through a 
sea of mud reached the Heath at 9.25. Distance 11^ miles 
and 11=22^ miles. Present: Messrs. Hill, N. B. Morris, 
Price, and W. J. Williams. 



April 10. The mn to Shenley last Saturday proved a 
very enjoyable one. Three members only left *'Jack 
Straw's" at the appointed time, but at Church End, 
Finchley, the number was increased to five by the addition 
of Messrs. Alison and W. J. Williams. Alas for Stassen ! 
another conversion of one of his old adherents has been 
made, the Northem Guide appearing for the first time 
mounted on a bran new 56-inch "Excekior." From 
Finchley Station to Whetstone the main road was rather 
gluey, but after that it was dry and good to Bamet, and 
the surface of the lanes beyond afforded capital mnning. 
At the foot of Barnet Hill we turned off to the left, thus 
avoiding the hill and town, and made our way by Barnet 
Gate and Rowley Green to Shenley. Mr. Hindley was 
waiting for us here, and the party was still further increased 
by the D.C's. brother and a friend. Tea (Is. 6d.), served 
in the usual style of the snug little inn, was almost 
immediately ready, and done ample justice to. We were 
pleased to have Mf. R. Newman and another friend join us 
during tea ; and finding the place comfortable and having 
plenty of time and tobacco to spare, we delayed the st^rt 
homewards till 7.30. The same route home was used, and 
the Heath reached by 9.35 after a most enjoyable ride. 
Distance, 13| and 13}=:27i^ miles. Present : Messrs. 
Alison, Hill, Hindley, N. B. Morris, R. Newman, Price, 
W. J. Williams, and three visitors. 

NoKMAK B. MoBBis, Dist. Capt 

N.B. — On Saturday next, the 17th inst., we shall go by 
Hendon Station and the Hyde to Harefield. Tea there at 
''Uncl^ Beveridge's." This is usually a most enjoyable 
mn. N. B. M. 

W. District. 
The ran to Ewell to meet the S. W. and S.E. was attended 
better than the two previous ones,^ Leaving Hammersmith 
Bridge at 3.45., we rode over Barnes Common, and via Roe- 
hampton Lane, Wimbledon Common, and down the Ridge- 
way to Worcester Park, thence by the closed road through 
the Park to Cheam, and back to Ewell, where some of the 
S.E. had already arrived. The particulars of the following 
tea. and joUificaticm will no doubt be treated of by the 
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Editorial pen. The return journey was made in two parties, 
one riding home via Merton double gates, and the other 
yia Surbiton and Richmond. Present at Hammersmith : 
H. a Atkinson, A. H. Koch, E. C. Koch, C. E. Law, 
F. W. Morris, D. Nops, and 

W, A. Smith, Dist. Capt. 

S.W. DiSTBior. 

April 10th. — Six members started firom the " Griffin," a 
seyenth joining immediately after. The main road was 
taken to Ewell. A section preferring to go direct to the 
" Gljnine Arms," the remainder made a circular run from 
the Beigate road, passing Epsom College, then left through 
Epsom town, and back through Ewell to the appointed 
hostelry. Here we were reinforced by four men who had 
ridden independently, and aU assisted at the notable 
gathering, of the details of which Mr. Editor has doubtless 
been informed from the best and most reliable source. 
After about two hours' stay the return run was made by 
detachments, without— as far as I could learn — any further 
incidents. Present: 6. P. Coleman, Dawson, Gruggen, 
Holdsworth, Kolls, Taylor, and Weeks, Henry and Thorn 
of the W., Buckler of the N. W., one visitor, and 

H. JsNNiKGS, District Captain. 

Next Saturday the Guildford dirisiou have promised to 
meet at Ripley, and pilot us to Newland's Comer for the 
"Silent Pool." 



S.E. DiSTBior. 
Thirteen men left Central Croydon at 4.30 p.m. on 
Saturday last for the run to Ewell. Two out of the 
thirteen had ridden from Blackheath, having previously left 
word at headquarters that they had gone on. Before 
leaving Croydon a large body of 'cyclists was met, consist- 
ing of several clubs, who saluted theL.B.C. in the orthodox 
manner. About a mile from the meeting place the Civil 
Service B.C. were met, and a little further on Forbes Byers 
was seen on horseback. Four or five members were told off 
to show the horse the way over Mitcham Common-, but 
whether they did so or not is not known, for both the 
horseman and the 'cyclists declare they reached the railway 
bridge first. Half way between Mitcham and Ewell the 
rather high spirits of the party were sadly damped by 
Arthur Herbert having a severe fall through the axle of 
his machine breaking in half. Fortunately he had gloves 
on, so his hands were saved, but his face was gashed in two 
or three places. He pluckily elected to finish the run on 
foot, rather than turn back. The district rode into Ewell 
precisely at the same time as the S.W., and found a large 
party of their members, and those of the two other districts 
waiting for them. After a jolly evening, enlivened by songs 
from the Club tenor and others, they rode home In detach- 
ments, over good roads. The following twenty-four members 
were present : A. Barker, Ashley Barrett, 0. H. Bishop, 



A. D. Butler, F. Byers, H, F. A. Brown, E. H. Carr, 
J. M. Cazenove,'M. Dicker, Alfred Herbert, Arthur Herbert, 
T. Heath, J. Kinder, W. Johns, J. C. Oswald, C. E. Parker, 
J. W. Potter, S. P. Smith, A, 0. Tylor, C. B. Wheeler, W, 
Wyndham, D. Young, H. Young, one visitor, and 

F. M. Williams, District Captain. 
A great many members have expressed their intention 
to join in the paper chase next Saturday. The hares, Carr 
and Wyndham, will start at 4.45 p.m., from the foot of 
West Wickham Hill, and hares and hounds will tea at the 
'' Amhurst Arms " at Biverhead. The runs of the BUck- 
heath divisions will in future take place punctually at the 
times advertised on the meet cards. 



WHERE TO SPEND A HOLmAY, AND HOW TO 

GET THERE. 

Thb Norfolk Broads. 

Many men, when the long-expected annual holiday time 
comes round, are often puzzled to know where to go, or 
what to do ; and I therefore purpose writing a few articles 
on some places where I have spent some of the happiest 
days of my life, with the hope that I shall, by so doing, 
be the means of introducing some of my readers to them. 
I have chosen the present subject to commence with, 
because the bicyclist, the oarsman, the sportsman, both 
gunner and piscator, will alike find everything to their 
hand, while the antiquarian and naturalist can give frill 
scope to their tastes. 

The Norfolk Broads are a number of inland lieJ^es, and 
are mostly situated on either bank of the Bure, or north 
river, the Yare, and the Waveney, all of which flow into 
Breydon Water at Yarmouth ; the tide rises and falls some 
few inches, more or less, throughout most of them. Some 
are very large, others small and insignificant; some 
picturesque in the extreme, and others most uninteresting. 
One thing, however, they all possess in common, viz. 
abundance of the coarser sorts of fish, although the 
depredations from netting liggers (a local term for a 
trimmer) and night-lines have thinned the enormous 
quantity which once existed in these waters; still the 
fisherman will find no lack of sport, whether he choose 
to fish in a legitimate manner, or as I did, by combining 
the pleasures of sailing and ^fishing, the means employed 
being a spoon-bait attached to a line fastened to the stern 
of my boat. Many a fine pike has found to his cost that 
the glittering bait had sharp teeth, but the system will 
not recommend itself to the genuine fisherman. I must 
confess, that anything but throwing the fly for trout and 
grayling in the Hampshire Test or Itchen, or spinning with 
an artificial minnow in the Yorkshire and Cumberland 
becks, has been always voted too slow by me; but the 
enthusiastic fisherman will find in the Norfolk Broads, at 
the proper time of year, imlimited measure of sport. 
The rivers Waveney and Yare are full of roach, pike, 
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eels, and bream, and I have heard of more than one hundred- 
weight of roach being taken by a single rod at Buckenham. 
But all depends on the proper time of the year being chosen. 
July and August are the months for bream fishing " par 
excellence/' and for jack, December, January, and February 
are the best. The principal broads are Breydon Water, 
Hiokling, Surlingham, Filby, Ormesby, Rockknd, Rollesby, 
and Wroxham. On the lakes a grand annual regatta used to 
be held, and there is a nice wooden house built on piles, where 
ladies can see the regatta at their ease. In addition to these 
larger broads, some of the smaller ones, such as Blofield's, 
Horning, Hoveton, and Ranworth, give good sport. Perhaps 
the most picturesque of the whole lot is Fritton Decoy, 
which is surrounded by woods and is really a charming 
piece of water scenery. In the winter there is capital 
shooting both on the Broads and down the rivers, and in 
the hard weather it is really astonishing what a "pot 
paurri" a gunner who can use his piece well will bag, but 
the sport now is as nothing compared to the good old titne$ 
when the old rector of Horning u/ied to take up his position 
at the top of the church tower, and double up the ducks, 
teal, and widgeon with his trusty "Joe Manton." He, 
poor old gentleman, if now alive, would mourn over^e 
d^arted glories of Ranworth Broad and its Decoy. Apropos 
of Ranworth, I had been spending the morning in my boat 
one fine day in January, laying up for wildfowl in the 
mouth of the Decoy itself, with some little success, having 
been previously told that it was the best place for wildfowl, 
but that it was private, and that if I went I should get 
into trouble, and while watching the tide slowly recede I 
noticed a boat containing three persons enter the Broad by 
its only channel, who, when I prepared to scull homewards, 
rowed across with the evident idea of cutting off my 
retreat. I, however, held the winning station, and after 
placing my boat between them and the entrance to the 
Broad I prepared for a parley. " Yo've spoil'd our spoort," 
was the first greeting I received from a man evidently a 
keeper. " Possibly," I replied ; " you should have come 
earlier, I've been here this three hours." " Ye haint got 
no call to be here," was his next remark. " Why not ? " 
I mildly asked. " 'Cos this watter belongs to my measter, 
and this Broad's his'n." " Well," I replied, " if this water 
belongs to your master, you had better bottle it up, for it's 
running away very fast." (Most of your readers will pro- 
bably know that this last piece of repartee is not original ; 
it however was sufficiently appropriate for the occasion.) 
Eventually I made friends with the party, and obtained 
permission to make use of the Broad at a future time. The 
principal shooting consists of duck, widgeon, teal, snipe, 
coot, moorhens, heron, etc. In severe frost the Broads are 
frozen over, and some of the most glorious skating to be 
had in this kingdom may be indulged in, and a run to 
Breydon Water with the wind aft, the return journey being 
made by train, would live in the remembrance of a skater 



all his life. The antiquarian will find various old churches 
and relics of monastic buildings in the neighbourhood, 
most notable of which is perhaps St. Benet's Abbey, which 
stands on the banks of the Bure, and part of which has 
been converted into a windmill, now also in ruins. The 
bicyclist however would be able to visit everything worth 
seeing for miles round, and the Norfolk roads are remark- 
ably good as a rule. Norwich, with its glorious Norman 
cathedral, St. Andrew's Hall, the Guildhall (where Lord 
Nelson's sword is shown), the magnificent church of St. 
Peter, Mancrofb, and the castle (now the county gaol) is 
worth a long day's visit ; and Tamworth, with St. Nicholas 
Church, and the curious '' Rows " will also interest your 
readers ; Halkham House, the grand seat of the Earl of 
Leicester, Hunstanton, Cromer, Binham Abbey, near Wells- 
by-the-Sea, and many other places may all be seen in a 
day's ride* Accommodation, homely but comfortable, 
may be had at most places, notably at Wroxham, Horning 
(Lockit's), and "The Ferry Boat," Ormsby, etc. 
The routes by road are three in number, viz. : — 

1. Romford, Chelmsford, Colchester, Ipswich, Scale Inn, 
Stratton St Mary, and Norwich, 109 miles. A good road 
throughout. 

2. Waltham Abbey or Bpping, Bishop's Stortford, New- 
market, Thetford, Wjrmondham, and Norwich, 108^ miles. 
Some splendid running may be had on this road. 

3. Ware, Royston, Cambridge, Ely, thence to Mildenhall, 

Brandon, Watton, and Hingham. This latter is rather 

roundabout, but the roads are very good, and the rider can 

visit Cambridge and Ely Cathedral on his way. 

W. A. Smtth. 

,_ 

A RUN TO THE ISLE OF WIGHT AND BACK. 

On Thursday, March 25th, four of us, Herbert, Franklin, 
E. Carr, and Hindley, left Croydon just as the moon was 
getting merry and rode to Guildford vid Ewell, Epsom, and 
Leatherhead. The roads were dusty and in many places 
stony, but the air was so embracing and the moonlight so 
cheering that the run proved most enjoyable. At Guildford 
we put up at the " Angel," where they made us very com- 
fortablOi but where, contrary to our previous experiences, 
the landlady evinced a marked desire to relieve us of any 
superfluous cash. On Friday the weather was magnificent and 
we started off at nine o'clock, after having decided to make 
for Southampton instead of Portsmouth as at first intended. 
The Hog's Back, the summit of which "bristled" with stones, 
was ridden by three of our party, but the fourth preferred 
walking part of the way, saying that if he burst himself in 
the morning he would be bound to be sewn up before the 
close of the day. The surrounding country looked very 
charming, and the run down was much enjoyed, though a 
sharp look out had to be kept for stones. At South Meon 
we had lunch in a comfortable little parlour which was 
unhappily invaded by a bicyclist, i.e. a thing arrayed in 
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soiled attire, poasessug a countenance the natural beauties 
of which were concealed bdiind an inspissated stratum of 
dust amply sufficient to impart a side shake to any 
bearings — but he had a bicycle ! From here the reads 
to Southampton were very fine with the exception of 
the last mile or two, which is macadam. We had a good 
tea here, and left by the six o'clock boat to Cowes, arriying 
there, after a rery pleasant little voyage, at seyen o'clock. 
On leaving Gowes for Newport we had to mount a very sti£f 
hill, which brought the ''calves" into requisition, but by 
dint of pullmg tiie ''horns" as hard as "heifer" we could, 
and careful steering, we were soon able to leave the town 
" bellow." At first it was rather dark, but the moon soon 
came out splendidly, and when the short fiye miles was 
oyer we all agreed that it had been a most enjoyable little 
spin. At Newport we put up at the " Bugle," where we 
were very well treated. Although we had agreed that 
Saturday was to be an easy day, one of our party, actuated 
by a desire to get to a place with a more teetotal name, per- 
suaded U8 to mount at nine o'clock and spin over to Fresh- 
water. It was again a lovely morning, the sun shining 
brightly, and no doubt the birds would have chirped had it 
been later in the year. We passed by Garisbrook Castle, but 
did not go up to it, as last Easter we had thoroughly explored 
its arehitectural beauties ; but the yery thoughts of its 
crystal spring, its massive gateway, and its long, narrow 
windows, so cunningly designed to prevent the escape of 
the Boundheads, was enough to cheer one. The road to 
Freshwater is naturally very good, but was now spoiled by 
many patches of stones, but the running was easy, as we 
were aided by a strong wind from behind. Arrived at 
Freshwater, we left our machines against the sea wall, and 
"did the lazy" on the beach. The sun was very warm, 
and some of us felt tempted to have a swim. While 
sprawling in a cave some of our party spied a maiden in 
the distance, who was frantically endeayouring^to scale the 
wall. Some of us thought she might more easily have 
scaled seventeen stone. First she made one attempt and 
then she made another, until she at length succeeded, but 
not before the unhallowed mirth of on^ of our party had 
ruffled the feelings of her shivering protector. Having 
refreshed ourselyes with the sea breezes we rode on to Ahim 
Bay, about three miles, finding the roads stony but other- 
wise good. 

(To be continued.) 



RACING FIXTURES. 

April 24tlL — Surrey Bicycle Race Meeting, Eennington 
Oval. 

April 24th.— Alert B.C. Race Meeting, Alexandra Palace. 

April 24th.— Royal School of Mines, 2 miles handicap, 
Stamford Brid^^a 

May Ist. — ^L.A.C. second Spring Meeting (2 miles 
Handicap open to amateurs), Stamford Bridge. 

May 5th.— London B.C. Evening Race Meeting, Stam- 
ford Bridge. 



May 8th. — Surbiton Recreation Grounds, 25 miles. 
May 8th.— North Warwickshire B.C. Race Meeting. 
May 8th.— Surrey United B.C. Race Meeting, Crystal 

Palace. 
May 15th.— London Uniyersity College, Stamford Bridge, 
May 17th.— Road Trial, 100 miles. 
May 22nd. — ^La Crosse Club, 1 mile Handicap, Stamford 

Bridge. 
May 20, 22, 26, 28, 29.--C.U.Bi.a Easter Term Races, 

Cambridge. 
May 26th.— O.U.BIC. v. D.B.B.C., 2, 10, and 25 miles at 

Cambridge. 
May 29Ui.— C.U.Bi.C. v. LB.C, 1, 4, and 15 miles at 

Cambridge. 
May 29th. — ^L.AC. First Summer Meeting (8 miles 

Bicvde Handicap, open to amateurs), Stam- 
ford Bridge. 
June 5th.— Pickwick B.C. Race Meeting, Stamford 

Bridge. 
June 5th.— Dewsbury B.C. Race Meeting. 
June 12th.— Kingston Bicycle Club, Surbiton Running 

Ghx>unds. 
June 19th. — ^London B.C. Annual Race Meeting, Stamford 

Bridge. 
June 19th.— Private Banks Cricket and Athletic dub 

Race Meeting. 



June 26th. — ^LA.C. Second Summer Meeting U miles 
Bicycle Handicap, open to amateurs), Stam- 
ford Bridge. 



July Srd. — Civil Service B.C. Race Meeting. 

July 10th. — ^Belgrave B.C. Race Meeting (1 mile open to 

amateurs), Stamford Bridge. 

July 17th.— Gresham Athletic Club, Stamford Bridga 

July 21st. — Eastbourne B.C. Race Meeting. Three open 

Amateur events. 

July 24tL — Surbiton Recreation Grounds, 25 miles. 

July 24th. — ^Lombard B.C. Race Meeting, Catford Bridge. 

July 24th. — ^Arion B.C., Stamford Bridge. 

July dlst. — ^Railway Clearing House, Stamford Bridge. 

Aug. 28th. — South London Harriers, Stamford Bridge. 

Sept 11th.— I. Zingari B.C., Stamford Bridge. 

Sept. 25th.— Druids B.C., Stamford Bridge. 

Oct. 2nd. — ^L.A.C. Autumn Meeting, Stamford Bridge. 

Nov. 6th. — ^L.A.0. Winter Meeting, Stamford Bridge. 

STRAY NOTES. 
Dan Toung, who was a regular attendant at the Blackheath 
runs last year, sails next month for New Zealand, and will 
carry with him the best wishes of all his L.B.C. friends. 
As he talks of taking out his wheels with him, and has 
promised to keep a look-out for material for the Gazette, 
we hope for interesting news from the Antipodes occasionally. 
• •♦••# 

I am gkd to learn that his compound spills on Saturday 
last were not productive of anything beyond amusement. 
They have a freshness and novelty that makes them worth 
embalming. On returning from Ewell, while entering 
Croydon, from some obscure motive he passed over the 
handles of his new "Humber," and while on the ground 
Daniel's prostrate form was ridden over by Bishop. The 
machine being disentangled and shaken out, the former re- 
sumed his journey unhurt, but shortly, without warning, 
precipitated himself upon Dicker, Jun., taking him, as a 
sailor would say, rij^ht amidships. The party was at once 
stopped, and was fully engaged for at least fiye minutes in 
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digging the two unfortunates out. He will carry to the 
new world pleasing recollections of his last Club meet at 
EwelL 

I am told by an active S.E. man that the New Zealanders 
are rough riders across country, and that in tiie absence of 
such grayel roads as ours they make nothing of a burst of 
15 or 20 miles along the 8ea-beach» among the old red 

sandstone boulders. 

• • « « « • ' 

Lampless ones look out ! The representatiyes of the law 
are on the gut vive — ^in Surrey at any rate. Only last 
evening my unilluminated companion would have completed 
the night in chains and darkness within the local dungeon 
had he not saved himself by rapid flight. 

By the way, they say that the lamp law does not obtain 
in Surbiton and fongston, since the latter place comes 
under the control of the metropolitan police. I know not 
if this be so or not. Anyway, it is hardly worth while to 
test in one's own person the powers of the authorities. It 
would be far better to induce a finend to attempt it. 

• ••«•• 

Quite an L.B.C. colony has settled in Surbiton, and to a 
lazy South-Easter their Spartan habits are a little trying. 
Pure athletics is their motto^none of the dolce-far-nisnte 
which goes to make life pleasant. Early^ rising and 
abstinence from tobacco may oe salutary, but it needs time 
to acclimatise oneself to such a change. 

I should like to know what became of Jack Kinder while 
the colony was travelling to Worthing ''one day last week." 
The pace had been cut out by Thorn for five-and-twenty 
miles, and the unhappy Bath candidates had been doing 
their best to keep up with him, when Jack, who said he was 
not in training and didn't see the good of it at all, vanished 
somewhat suddenly round a comer after a vague reference 
to East Orinstead. 

• ••••• 

By the way, at the Famingfaam run the other day, while 
Mr. Bompas was contesting West Kent in the Liberal 
interest, a poster was seen about Foot's Gray calling upon 
electors to " Bump for Plompas."^ Was this a Tory trick of 
thine Jack ? thou arch Conservative ! t 

Bein^ asked bv a lady why runs reported in the Gazette 
generall3r took place ''one day last week," I thought it best 
to give it up. Perhaps some one can give a satisfactory 

' " to the 



solution 1 



iie conunc&um. 



Few accidents are more unsatisfactory than that which 
occurred to Arthur Herbert on Saturday last. Stones can 
be guarded against and spills rarely result from anything 
but want of care, but a sudden^ fracture of a front axle, 
and the subsequent collapse and crumpling up of the 
machine beneaui one, is apt to demoralise a rider, since it 
cannot be guarded against in any way. Such was the 
cause of Herbert's spill, and he was fortunate in escaping 
with nothing worse than a shaking. 

I shall be really very glad when the Athletic authorities 
have arrived at a satisfactory definition of a gentleman 
amateur. No congress of 'divines ever disputed MSth 
greater acrimony a knotty point in divinity than have our 



modem athletes exhibited while trying to settle this 
matter. To one not deeply read in this involved subject 
it may seem that the question can be put into a nutshell. 
Thus : Does a love for athletics make all the world akin ? 
I suppose the Union would reply, "Yes." Still, many of 
us Will continue to cling to our old-world prejudices — 
feeling that this is no Utopia, and that to compete with 
our sweeps and painters is not unattended with inconve- 
nience. If sport, is to be practised by gentlemen it must 
be confined to gentlemen. Such at least is my humble 
opinion. It is said that the Oxford and Cambridge men 
have taken the matter up vigorously, and have called a 
meeting of all large athletic clubs, and mean to settle the 
matter if possible once and for alL This, if effected, will 
be of great value, and we -.hope that bicycling and the 
London Bicycle Club will be efficiently represented when 
the effort is made to settle the question for tiie whole 
athletic world. 

I wonder if many members noticed a reference in the 
"Illustrated London News" of Saturday week, to the 
riders of the wheel, among " Notes of the Week" As 
there is a chance of the topic being touched upon once 
more in the same paper at the end of this week, it will be 
interesting to keep a look out 

» « • • ' • • 

I note that Diabolus MinervsB has now telephonic com- 
munication all over the city. Members olxserve I and teU-a- 
txmxij goak or " stray note " direct to the office instead of 
waiting to write it L'hoioce qui bit. 



Will members kindly settle for their concert tickets at 
once. I have still nearly a hundred tickets unpaid. F.0.0. 
should be made payable to £. C. Eoch, at Lombard 
Street - Ebnest C. Kooh. 



WEST DISTRICT. 

To the Editor qf the London Biogde Club Gazette. 

The time fixed for Saturday Meets in this District is I 
fear too early, and may account in some measure for the 
poor attendance. FersonaUy I find four o'clock early enough 
to get home, chan^ and reach Eew Bridge or Harlesden ; 
even this renders it necessary to feed before leaving town 
at two. The present early hour (3.15.) compels a selection 
between business and bicycling, and the sligntest ugly look 
in the weather may turn many a wavering mind fortunate 
enough to command a choice. 

Lex. 



ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Iris. — ^We regret we cannot print your letter, as we have 
no reason to doubt the accuracy of our reporter's 
account — [Ed.] 

W. H.— Next week. 

We are asked by "L'homme qui rit" to thank Messrs. 
Fred. Williams, Stephen Smith, Theo. Godlee, and A. 
W. Chippindale for their kind contributions to "Stray 
Notes."-[ED.] 

Printed for the Prorajetora by Darliko & Son, at the Minerva Steam 
Printing Office7l5, Eastcheap, London, KC^April 16, 1880. 
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THE ANNALS OF THE L.B.C, 

Out Club is now about six years old, but the events 
\?hicl\ occurred during the first four years of its existence 
are already assuming something of a vague and legendary 
character; nor does the obscurity with which they are 
surrounded tend in any way to lighten as time rolls on. 
For such little knowledge as is to be acquired of what has 
been done by our men in the period prior to the establish- 
ment of the Gazettb, or in what we may term our pre- 
historic era» the careful student will stand indebted to 
outside and frequently unfriendly publications. Such at 
any rate will be his fate unless our members bestir them- 
selves to put on permanent record a fair and candid version 
of our early Club life. Now, in writing such a history the 
difficulties will be chiefly twofold, the primary one being a 
defective information as to facts ; and only by painstaking 
inquiry and- the study of contemporary literature, letters, 
circulars, and of oral tradition, can this be properly dealt 
with. Then, again, when our historian has mastered his 
facts he will often be in doubt as to the propriety of pub- 
lishing them, lest he open old wounds or arouse latent 
fires. Perhaps in this direction the greatest difficulty will 
be encountered, for it has inevitably happened that six 
years of Club life has induced a certain amount of friction, 
and this in spite of the careful adjustments and discreet 
applications of oil by a Committee which has throughout 
its career obtained the advice and guidance of so many 
able men of the world. It is not in any way our desire to 
attempt to point out the particular means by which such a 



history as we suggest should be compiled. Be it enough 
that we advocate it, and urge its early preparation and 
publication in the columns of our journal. Already the 
events connected with many of our early race meetings, 
general meets, members' tours, and with our first Road 
Trial, are fading out of memory, and it needs no prophetic 
voice to predict that in the course of a few years they will, 
save to the actors therein, be completely forgotten, unless 
such an effort be made as we have ventured to suggest to 
rescue them from oblivion. 



IMPORTANT. 



S.E. DisTEiCT. — HrrcHiN Meet. 

South East members are requested to try to catch the 
2.55 train from Broad Street to ^Finchley Road, instead 
of the 4.7 as announced last week ; this will avoid a long 
wait for some one, and the N.W. District Captain has 
promised to send an envoy to that train instead. 

I wish again to remind members that no District is 
expected to wait more than ten minutes for any other, 
and that District Captains leaving Potter's Bar be/ore me, 
are requested to leave 'a note of the number that have 
gone on. Theo. Godlbb. 



MONEY. 
I regret to say that barely half the Club have paid their 
subscriptions due on ths Ut of January. Surely no one is 
waiting to " see the Treasurer," as that may be a long job. 
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I hope this may be the last reminder wanted to the 
defaulting many, and that they will at once set at rest the 
mind of Thb Trbasubbr'b Dbputt. 



EVENING RACE MEETING. 

Members are reminded of the Evening Race Meeting, 
which takes place at Stamford Bridge on Wednesday, 5th 
May, commencing at six p.m. It is hoped that all. will try 
to assist in making the event a success. 

Members themselves will be admitted to the grounds on 
production of their Club badge. 

It has been determined, on this occasion, not to follow 
the troublesome practice of sending round a number of 
admission tickets to each member; but the Committee trust, 
nevertheless, that those men who are able and willing to 
sell tickets will obtain some, and do their best to dispose of 
them. Admission tickets (price one shilling) can be obtained 
of the Captain, Honorary Secretary, or any member of the 
Committee. They will also be on sale at the principle 
bicycle agents. Hebbert R. Botce, Hon. Sec. 

35, Warrington Crescent, W. 
April, 1880. 



UNIVERSITY COLLEGE A.O. SPORTS. 
We are requested to state, in connection with the above 
on May 15th, at Stamford Bridge, there will be an open 
Two Mile Amateur Bicycle Handicap, three prizes. Entries 
received up till May 8th by W. Hamilton Hall, Hon. Sec, 
University College, Qower Street, 



NOTICES. 

Will members kindly settle with me at once for Concert 
Tickets sold. P.O. Orders to be made payable to E. C. Koch, 
at Lombard Street. 

It is extremely annoying to be obliged to send up this 
notice to the Gazette week after week, and unless the rest 
of the tickets, about ninety, are paid for at once, I shall be 
obliged to send up a list of those who have not paid to 
the Gazette, as it is impossible for me to keep the accounts 
standing open any longer. Ernest C. Koch. 

107, Philbeach Gardens, S.W. 



TRYING TIMES. 
How anxiously many of us are counting the days which 
must yet elapse before next Whit Monday — ^not for the 
solution (as regards ourselves) of the problem whether or 
no we are for the remaining term of our natural lives to 
dangle a yellow disc on our watch chains, and to strut with 
a prouder stride as the memory flashes back to the most 
glorious (or entre nous, the most dismally wearying) day 
we have ever lived. Ob, dear, no ! nothing of the kind. It 
is merely that each day ticked off on the calendar finds us 
twenty-four hours nearer the moment when friends, isolated 



by the stem necessities of training, may once more become 
companionable and rational members of the community. 

Who has not suffered the experience of seeing some 
loved-one seized with that appalling disease, Bathomanja 
— perhaps some moderate rider (no, pardon me, I said 
nothing about an "old crock"), whose tastes have ever 
been for pipe-land and dolce far niente, whose pace was 
ever that of the victorious tortoise, and who peradventure 
could only keep the track of his wheel " a leetle straighter 
than a corkscrew," as Mark Twain hath it. Even such an 
one the remorseless plague spareth not, but driveth him 
from his home— for must not he train ? and is it possible 
for a man to train without fleeing to other abodes, no 
matter where ? Assuredly not. 

Then, forasmuch as he would that his friends should 
share and lighten his misery, he endeavoureth to lure them 
to join him ; and when they laugh him to scorn, then sub- 
tilty entereth into his soul, and with much guile doth he 
proceed to mock at his ancient comrades, saying : "On such 
and such a day thou wast pumped and I was not," caring 
little that therein he lieth. And if at length he ensnareth 
one, then do they twain in like manner conspire together, 
with divers cunning devices, to destroy the happiness of 
their friends, who, in sweet revenge, do ejaculate the 
3ic "Yah!" as they wave the fragrant pipe 



mon 



before the nostrils of the afflicted ones, and tell of many a 
peaceful day's loafing to them to whom, alas, both pipe 
and peace are as forbidden fruit. 

Small wonder then, that we look forward to the day when 
the disease has run it course, and its victims are restored to 
their no longer pestered friends, sound and in their right 
minds. Iota. 

OXFORD. 
Term has begun as it should. Good roads, good men, 
and, consequently, good rides. Lots of men rode up, and 
Fm inclined to think those who didn't wished they had. I 
know a man who did not ride up last year for the summer 
term. He has never ceased to regret it, but has partially 
soothed feelings harrowed by his own folly by doing better 
this time. The 14th and 15th were days of incessant 
downpour, and you might have heard the faithful 'cyclists 
giving vent to their feelings. I did, and until I knew what 
it was, thought there was thunder about. We got four 
days' good riding during the week, though, so I suppose 
we oughtn't to complain. Some eager spirits have already 
been down to the path, though the Inter-'Varsity is not 
till the 26th of May. Methinks the Oxfordshire " chaw " 
is getting more ci^ ; he is less inclined than he was to 
take up rather more than all the road with his cart of 
faggots, and he certainly doesn't scowl so firequently when 
addressed civilly by an inoffensive rider. It's the effect of 
civility, I expect, on the part of the 'cyclist The opening 
run on the 13th was very enjoyable— to Shillingford Bridge. 
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Three membeis went on, anxious to get a breather, over 
more hills and worse roads, and the balance, after a halt, 
prowled gently back, chortling over the good roads and 
absence of wind. Distance 22 miles. Those who turned 
out on Friday, the 16th, too, were well rewarded, as the 
day was delicious, a trifle blowy, but not badly so, and we 
circumnavigated the wind like born geniuses. Out of a 
run of twenty-nine miles, to Tliame and Tetsworth, we got 
the wind against us for seven, and with us for twenty-two. 

The Bishop of Pork Fat. 
Ex. College, Oxford, April 18, 1880. 



We take enclosed from the Bournemouth Observer of 

April 14th, thinking it may prove of interest to members : — 

BOURNEMOUTH BICYCLE CLUB. 

President : Sir Percy F. SheUey, Bart. 

Yice-Prendents : Sir H. Drummond Wolff, G.C.M.G., M.P. ; 

Horace Davey, Eaq., Q.O., M.P. 

J. K Edrarda-Moss, Esq. | Kajor-6en. Burrows. 

Wm. SteveDson, Esq. 



Bey. Rowland HiU. 



J. Rhoades, Esq. 
J. N. Fiye, Esq. 



O. R. Hatchings, Esq. 
H. Newman, Esq. 



Under Distingniahed Patronage, a 

GRAND BICYCLE MEET, 

(To which about 200 Clubs have been invited), followed by the 

THIRD ANNUAL SPORTS, 
Will take place on Monday, 17th May, 1880 (Whit-Mokdat). 
A Pbocsssioh of the dubs will leave Head Quarters at 1.30 p.m., 
headed by 
THE ROYAL ITALIAN BAND 
(Specially engaged for the occasion), 
And will proceed through the principal thoroughfares of the town to 
the Dkan Paxk Cbiukkt Ground, where the undermentioned compe- 
titions will take place on the Quarter Mile Cinder Track at 2.S0 p.m., 
viz. : — 

I.^Ohb Mile Biotcls Rack (Handicap).^ Open to Amateurs. — 
1st Prize, value £3 ; 2nd, £2 ; 8rd, £1. 

2.— Thbke Mile Biotcls Race (Handicap).— Open to Amateurs. — 
Ist Prize, value £5 ; 2nd, £3 ; 8rd, £2. 

3. — One Mile Biotole Race (Handicap).— Open to Members B.B.C. 
only.— Ist Prize, value £2 ; 2nd, £1 ; 3rd, lOs. 

4.— Ten Miles Championship Bictcle Race.— Open to Members 
B.B.C. only.— Prizes, Two Medals, value £2. 

6.— Halv-Milb Foot Race (Handicap).— Open to Amateurs.— 1st 
Prize, value £3 ; 2nd, £2 ; 3rd, £1. 

6.— One Mile Foot Race (Handicap).~Open to Amateurs— Ist 
Prize, value £3 ; 2nd, £2 ; 3rd, £1. 
7.— Mah v. Tricycle Match. 

The Rotal Italian Band 

Will perform a choice Selection of Music during the Afternoon. 

Other amusements provided. Refreshments on the ground. 

THE ANNUAL DINNER 

Will take place in the evening, at the Concebt Rooif, Pembbokb 
Hotel. Chair to be taken at 7.30 p.m. 
lockets, 38. 6d. each, may be obtained of the Hon. Secretary, The 
Pembroke Hotel, or of any member of the Committee. 

All Entries, with Fees, Colours, and Club, if any, to be made to 
Mr. F. A- Hounsell, Hon. Sec B.B.C., Pembroke Hotel, Bournemouth, 
before noon on Monday, May 10th. 

All Bicyclists and Tricyolists are invited to join in the procession. 
Club men in uniform admitted to the ground free, but unattached 
riders must pay the usual admission. 

Admission to the ground, 6d. each ; horses, Is. ; carriages, 2s. 6d. ; 
admission to the Pavilion, Is. extra. 

F. A. HouNBELL, Hon. Sec. 

Head Quftrters, Pembroke Hotel. 



RACING FIXTURES. 

April 24th. — Surrey Bicycle Race Meeting, Kennington 

Oval. 
April 24th. — ^Alert B.C. Race Meeting, Alexandra Palace. 
April 24th. — Royal School of Mines, 2 miles handicap, 

Stamford Bridge. 
May Ist. — L.A.C. second Spring Meeting (2 miles 

Handicap open to amateurs), Stamford Bridge. 
May 5th. — London B.G. Evening Race Meeting, Stam- 
ford Bridge. 
May 8th. — North Warwickshire B.C. Race Meeting. 
May 8th. — Surrey United B.C. Race Meeting, Crystal 

Palace. 
May 15th. — London University College, Stamford Bridge, 
May 17th.— Road IVial, 100 miles. 
May 22nd. — La Crosse Club, 1 mile Handicap, Stamford 

Bridge. 
May 20, 22, 26, 28, 29.— C.U.Bi.C. Easter Term Races, 

Cambridge. 
May 26th.— C.U.Bi.C. «. D.B.B.C, 2, 10, and 25 miles at 

Cambridge. 
May 29th.— C.U.Bi.C. r. L.B.C., 1, 4, and 15 miles at 

Cambridge. 
May 29th.— L.A.C. First Summer Meeting (3 miles 

Bicycle Handicap, open to amateurs), Stam- 
ford Bridge. 
June 5th.— Pickwick B.C. Race Meeting, Stamford 

Bridge. 
June 5th.— DewsDury B.C. Race Meeting. 
June 12th.— Kingston Bicycle Club, Surbiton Running 

Grounds. 
June 19th. — London B.C. Annual Race Meeting, Stamford 

Bridge. 
June 19th. — Private Banks Cricket and Athletic Club 

Race Meeting. 
June 26th. — L.A.C. Second Summer Meeting (4 miles 

Bicycle Handicap, open to amateurs), Stam- 
ford Bridge. 
July 3rd.— Civil Service B.C. Race Meeting. 
July 10th. — Belgrave B.C. Race Meeting (1 mile open to 

amateurs), Stamford Bridge. 
July 17th.— Gresham Athletic Club, Stamford Bridge. 
July 21st. — ^Eastbourne B.C. Race Meeting. Three open 

Amateur events. 
July 24th. — Lombard B.C. Race Meeting, Catford Bridge. 
July 24th. — Arion B.C., Stamfoi-d Bridge. 
July 31st. — Railway Clearing House, Stamford Bridge. 
Aug. 28th. — South London Harriers, Stamford Bridge. 
Sept. llth.— I. Zingari B.C., Stamford Bridge. 
Sept. 25th.— Druids B.C., Stamford Bridge. 
Oct. 2nd. — L.A.C. Autumn Meeting, Stamford Bridge. 
Nov. 6th.— L.A.C. Winter Meeting, Stamford Bridge. 



EXCHANGE LIST. 



Wanted to exchange, a 56-inch "Humber" racer for a 
54-iuch racer. Machine has had nearly a season's wear. 
Never been ridden on the road. Can be seen at Stamford 
Bridge.— H. Howard Crawley, University College, Gower 
Street, W.C. 

To BE Lent, 
A 54-inch "William Keen," and 56-inch "Stassen," 
to members wishing to attend the Club runs of the 
South East District. Apply to the S.E. District Captain. 
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FIXTURES FOR CLUB MEETS. 



Date. 



N.B. 



N.W. 



W. 



S.W. 



S.E. 
Crojdon Divinon. 



S.E. 
Blackheath DiYisioii. 



< 



8.16 Lea Bridge 
Boad for Hitchm 
to meet O.U.Bi.C. 
Join other Districts 
atPotter'sBar. No 
meet Sybom's Cor. 



8.25 '< Jack StraVs 
Gastle^forHitchin 
to meet G.n.BlC. 
Join S.W. and W. 
at Grolder*8 Green, 
&N.E.Potter'sBur 



8.80 Golder's Green 
for Hitchin to 
meet O.U.Bi.C. 
Ride with N.W. 
& S.W. to meet 
N.E.atPotter'BBar 



8.80Golder'BGreen 
for Hitchin to 
meet C.U.Bi.C. 
Ride with W. and 
N.W. to meet N.B, 
at Potter's Bar 



4.7 Train (Broad Street) to High Bamet, 
and thence by road to Hitohin to meet 
C.TJ.Bi,0. 



I 



8.80 Lea Bridge 
Road, 8.45 Sy- 
bom's Ck)mer for 
Hoddesdon. 



8.45 "Jack Straw's 
CasUe" for East- 
cott. 



8.45 Acton Church 
for Bella of Ons- 
ley. 



4.0 "The Griffin," 
Kingston, for Ep- 
som. 



4.15 Central C*roy- 
don Station for 
Bletchingley . Meet 
Blackheath Divi- 



4.0 Old Lewiaham 
Church for Bletch- 
ingley. Meet Croy- 
don Division. 



I 



8.80 Lea Bridge 
Road, 8.45 Sy- 
bom's Comer for 
Chigwell. Meet 
S.E. and N.W. 



8.45 "Jack Straw's 
Castle" for Chig. 
well Meet N.E. 
and S.E. 



HammersmithBridge 
(south side) for 
Ripley. 



4.0 "The Griffin," 
Kingston, for 

Guildford. 



8.80 Central Croy- 
don Station for 
Chigwell. Meet 
N.E., N.W., and 
Bhuikheath Div. 



4.15 Old Lewisham 
Church for Chig- 
well. Meet N.E., 
N.W., and Croy- 
don IMyidon. 



SATURDAY RUNS. 
N.E. District. 

Six members and one yisitor met last Saturday at 
Sybom's Comer for the run to Abridge. After we had 
ridden some way it was decided to go via Loughton and 
the " Wake Arms," through Theydon Bois, instead of by 
Chigwell, which is the shortest way. The visitor turned 
back at Buckhurst Hill, as he did not want to ride in the 
dark. The Loughton and Golding hills were ridden by 
two members. The road from the last-named hill to the 
" Wake Arms " was as usual perfect. At the " Wake Arms" 
we turned oflF for Theydon. The descent through the vil- 
lage was cautiously ridden by all, but when the top of the 
corresponding ascent was reached two influential members 
of weight and standing indulged in a race with a horseman, 
who thought he would show them the way down. In this 
he was disappointed, although he just managed to get in 
front before reaching Abridge. At Abridge Ernest Barrett 
and his brother were waiting for us, so we sat down to tea 
at the "White Hart" eight strong. After a smoke we 
started home. Following last year's custom, four members 
spurted up the hill at Rolls Park, and paid a call on some 
friends. At the top of the hill a halt was made to light up ; 
starting thence, Snaresbrook was safely reached, where the 
party broke up for their respective homes. Thus ended a 
most enjoyable run, the roads being very good, and the 
weather all that could be desired. Present : Ernest Barrett 
T. Child, T. Godlee, F. Jolly, R. M. Long, A. Murray, and 
A, Fowler. 

It is hoped that N.E. men will show their appreciation 
of the trouble taken by the Southern Districts to reach 
Hitchin next Saturday by turning out a goodly muster. 

N.W. District. 
April 17th. — The run to Harefield was once more a 
successful oue^ and brought out a fair muster. Eight men 



left " Jack Straw's," and riding by Temple Fortune and 
Hendon found Boyer and W. J. Williams waiting for them 
in the Edgware Road, and Bamett, C. Newman, Dr. Lang- 
more, and a friend, at Kingsbury Oreen. The lanes through 
Kenton, Pinner, and Ruislip were in grand order, the 
surface being smooth and firm until within about two 
miles of Harefield, when they suddenly became so rutty 
that the greater labour of locomotion on foot had to be re- 
sorted to for a short distance. The " Cricketer's Arms," 
Harefield, was reached by 6.5, the Western District — 
Mr. F. W. Morris— being there to meet us ; and, ablations 
performed, members were soon busily engaged in discussing 
Uncle Beveridge's tea (Is. 6d.), and eggs, etc., together 
with the addition of real cream. For the sweets the village 
shop had as usual to be visited and sundry pots of marmalade 
and home-made jam procured, without which no Club tea 
is now considered complete. R. Newman dropped in 
during tea. It was still light when at 7.40 the saddles 
were resumed, Alison on his 58-inch Excelsior (not 56-inch 
as before stated) leading the party and the D.G. bringing 
up the rear. A goodly few stones and ruts were encountered 
between the Rickmansworth Road and Batchworth Heath, 
but roads were again capital afterwards, and a steady pace 
being kept up through Pinner, Kenton, the Hyde, Edgware 
Road, and Cricklewood, the Heath was arrived at as the 
clock struck ten. Roads are now very good, most of the 
stones appear to have been well settled in by the recent 
rains, and nature is beginning to look quite green and gay, 
BO that riding js now really most enjoyable. Distance 18 
and 18 miles, equal 36 miles. Present: Alison, Aiken, 
Anderson, Bamett, Boyer, Hill, Langmore, F. W. Morris, 
N. B. Morris, R. Newman, C. Newman, E. H. PoUock, 
J. Powell, Price, W, J. Williams, and one visitor,'Mr. Gordon. 
Notice to N.W. Membbks, — ^As the General Meet to 
Hitchin on Saturday next is in the N.W. District, I trust 
that all N.W. members will make a special effort to be 
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present, so that the reputation of the N.W. may be fully 
kept up and that the district may, as it indeed ought to do, 
head the poll with the largest attendance. Although the 
run is a little longer than usual, yet if men choose to ride 
back all the way, they will have a fall moon and a good 
road ; or they can either sleep out, or train back all or part 
of the way per Gt. Northern Railway. Members are not, 
perhaps, all aware that the Middlesex Bye-laws having 
been approved by the Local Board, it is now imperative to 
always carry a bell or whistle, and a lamp affcer sunset. 
Norman B. Morris, District Captain. 



W. District. 



April 17. Only one member turned up for the run to 
Harefield to meet the N.W. After waiting at Acton 
Church till 3.45, took the main Uxbridge Road to the 
Railway Bridge beyond Hanwell, and thence by the lanes 
to Harefield. Finding that the N.W. had not arrived, had 
a fine run down to the "Fishery Hotel " (at which place any 
member with a piscatorial turn of mind would be well 
repaid by stopping a day), and then returned to the 
" Cricketers." The N.W. arrived about a quarter of an 
hour later, some fifteen strong, and during tea Dr. 
Langmore, who had ridden with them but had been 
compelled to make a halt through cramp, put in an 
appearance. Returned with the N.W., and arrived at 
Westbourne Park about 10.30. Roads very loose and fiill 
of ruts. Fred. W. Morris. 

Unable to attend the run to Harefield last Saturday, I 
also failed in my endeavours to procure a substitute, and 
have received no information as to the run to meet the 
N.W. "Lex" is perhaps right when he says that 3.15 p.m. 
is too early for most men to arrange to be present at the 
Club runs. I should be glad to hear the ideas of the 
various members of the district as to the most convenient 
time. How would 3.45 answer? To give it a trial, the 
meet following the run to Hitchin will start at 3.45, and I 
trust the alteration in time will bring a large muster. 
Members are especially asked to be present in force at the 
run to meet the Cambridge next Saturday. For the con- 
venience of members residing at Kensington and neighbour- 
hood, I may mention that a train (L. & N. W.) leaves 
Earl's Court at 2.35, which would arrive at Brondesbury in 
ample time to be at Golder's Qreen at 3.30. 

W. A. Smith, District Captain. 



S.W. District. 

Six members mustered at the "Griffin" at 4.15 on 
Saturday, and started down the Guildford road in the 
teeth of a strong S.W. wind. To avoid a recent outcrop of 
stones a detour was made, just before the waterworks, 



through the lanes at Ditton, returning to the main road at 
Ditton Green. After passing the railway arches. Buckler 
and Henry were found in waiting. At Cobham Street an 
"unattached" tradesman's horse and cart wheeled suddenly 
across the line, but the attack being met by divers strategic 
movements, disaster was happily avoided. No further 
incident was noted until reaching Ripley, where the Editor 
and the S.E. Leviathan were found in reserve, and shortly 
afterwards Potts was met eri route from Guildford. The 
combined forces turned to the left at about a mile through 
Ripley and took the ascending bye road to Clandon, crossing 
the Leatherhead and Guildford road, and (at about four 
miles from Ripley) attacking the formidable ascent of the 
ridge near Merrow Downs. A few yards of this emptied 
every saddle ; and after a steady plod upwards of about a 
mile (the latter part rideable), we gained the crest of the 
ridge, and were rewarded by a glorious view of the valley 
below and hills beyond, purpled by the declining light of a 
perfect spring day. The road now bent round the southern 
slope, by a descent at first perfectly rideable. Cautions 
were telegraphed touching a treacherous pitch further 
down — a really ugly one. The majority walked it; one or 
two negotiated it without a dismount ; and one attempted 
it — failed — and suflfered the consequences ! On collecting 
the fragments and completing the descent, a halt was made 
at the foot and a visit made to "the Silent Pool," a charm- 
ing spot, which deserves separate notice. Our ramble 
through this leafy bower was interrupted by the inexorable 
calls usually experienced after a few hours in the saddle, 
and a rush was soon made through the pretty little village 
of Albury to the chief (or only) inn, known as the 
"Drummond Arms." There was some dismay when the 
contents of the larder were reported as " five eggs among 
eleven men ;" so foraging parties were told off to scour the 
village, with partial though most welcome success. I hope 
(but with little confidence), that all wants were satisfied ; 
but I fear the entertainment must be voted dear at 2s. It 
was near nine o'clock when the main body started to return, 
electing to go round by Guildford to avoid the big hill. 
Another detachment started (by the old route) at ten. 
Distance 19 J miles ; return (by Guildford), 22j ; total 42 
miles. Present : Ashley Barrett, A. E. Buckler, Dawson, 
G. H. Gibbs, R. M. Gruggen, A. Henry, J. B. Holdsworth, 
W. J. F. Potts, J. W. Potter, A. H. Rolls, and 

H. JENNmas, District Captain. 



S.E. District. — ^Thh Paper Chase. 

The two hares, E. H. Carr and A. H. Koch (W.), were 
despatched at 5 p.m. from the foot of West Wickham Hill, 
and after twelve minutes' law the hounds were started after 
them. Herbert, Kinder, Barker, and J. Williams were first 
up the steep hill on to Hayes Common, with Wheeler in 
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close attendance. At the junction of the Eeston and 
Famboro' roads, J. Williams took the latter, whilst the 
other leaders rode towards Eeston on what proved to be a 
false scent ; in fact, J. Williams, Oswald, and Dan Young 
seem to be the only ones who followed the trail the whole 
way. The former is credited with the fastest journey of 
the pack, viz., fifty-nine minutes from start to finish, in 
spite of wind and stones. Near Eeston Ponds the main 
body came to the end of the false scent, and rode up and 
down for some minutes at a loss. At last Herbert started 
at a great pace towards Down, but as the others could not 
see any paper they did not follow him. Eventually they 
followed a track across a grass park, which led them over 
three stiles into the Down road again. Here Franklin and 
Johns parted company, and Einder putting on the pace 
got away, but he was soon found again in Down, 
where not a scrap of paper was to be seen. About ten 
minutes was spent in exploring, and at last a trail was 
discovered in a farm-yard, which was quickly followed 
along a rough lane and into a large field where a game- 
keeper was met, who said that the track being followed 
had been laid by two hares on foot. It was then decided 
to make for the main Sevenoaks Bead, where the trail was 
sure to be found. After cruising about the Gray Road, and 
the lane towards Ghelsfield, without success, the wheels 
were turned towards Riverhead, and [Green Street Green 
was soon reached, where, to the delight of the hounds, the 
red, yellow, and white pieces of paper were seen in the 
road, and where we were informed by some other 'cyclists 
that the hares had gone up the hill. Riverhead was soon 
reached, but not before another false trail had been proved 
to be a delusion and a snare. Stephen Smith had followed 
another trail, which led him over hill and dale to Gudham, 
Enockholt, and Sundridge. It was only a pity our hares 
had taken the trouble to carry the paper, as other hares 
had done nearly all their work for them. The iisual 
good tea was had at the "Amhurst Arms" — a favourite 
place in this district, and after a variety of songs the men 
left for home. They stopped, however, en route, at the 
house of a well-known L.B.O. man, who provided them with 
refi^eshments. They had also the pleasure of seeing the 
Major in full uniform, and were only sorry his country's 
call to arms had prevented him from attending the Glub 
run. The following 18 members and one visitor were 
present : Hares, E. H. Carr and A. H. Eoch (W.), Hounds, 
Barker, A. D. Butler, Franklin, Qerich, Arthur Herbert, 
Frank Einder, J. Bander, J. T. Johns, Oswald, G. A. Smith, 
Stephen Smith, Wheeler, J. Williams, Wyndham, D. Young, 
Robinson (visitor), and 

F. M. W.iLLiAMS, District Gaptain. 

The paper was kindly supplied by Messrs. Darling and 
Son without charge ; our thanks are due to them There 
will be a run in this district on Wednesday the 27th inst. 
Meet at Gentral Groydon Station at 7 p.m. 



STRAY NOTES. 
I hope Mr. Holder (L.B.G.) will send us, ere long, from 
the West Indies a 'cycling yam as interesting as that which 
he contributed to this month's " 'Cycling.** 

• ••«•• 

Alas, our two tales are about told, and the Editorial mind 
is depressed when it remembers that Maclean will no more 
relieve anxiety, as an empty tub is gloomily contemplated, 
by the cheery news that he has "a couple of pages of 
Morris" or "fiye columns of Gruggen" to complete an 
otherwise empty Gazeitk. Such yams as those mentioned 
are of great yalue to the actors therein and to their friends, 
to those that have been over the ground, and to those who 
think of doing so. To an unhappy Editor they are perfect 
godsends. 

• ••«•• 

I hope the One Mile Bicycle Handicap of the Lacrosse 
Athletic Meeting on May 22nd will secure a lot of entries 
from the L.B.G. The prizes are worth winning; and the 
afifair is promoted by several of our old and active members. 
As it takes place after the Bath struggle there ought to be 
a good muster of our men and their friends. It is hardly 
needed to repeat that F. Jolly will sell tickets or give infor- 
mation to those wanting either. 

« • • A • • • 

**Neque semper arcum tendit Apollo*' and even Great 
Jove at times will nod. All this and more occurred to my 
reflective miud as I contemplated the head trainer of the 
Surbiton colony one day last week. The scene was Maiden- 
head, time five p.m., the occasion a training run of 50 miles 
in about 4 hours. The genial Mark had appeased the pangs 
of hunger and the still small voice of conscience by one of 
his nicest little dinners when William, after a six months' 
abstinence from tobacco, produced and smoked a cheroot 
as he thoughtfully sipped his cc^fe noir and curacoa. To 
his three wondering disciples, who like himself were breaking 
with all old habits, the occasion appeared momentous. 

Modesty and merit are ever allied, and I want the Editor 
to get his training tips from the Surbiton autbcwity. They 
say the latter holds certain views which possess, at any rate, 
the merit of originality, but the difficulty is to draw him 
from his modest retirement. 

• ••••• 

They tell me that the pace maintamed in S.K Glub runs 
is now greatly retarded since some of its warm members 
have temporarily left the district. 

• «•••• 

That I shall be well out of that horrible Bath ordeal on 
Whit-Monday affords me the liveliest pleasure, as it gives 
the chance of sharing in the carnival of Boumemouth. It 
seems something of a novelty to combine bands with 
bicycles, but as our late Secretary is one of the officials, oae 
can't help thinking the affair will be worth going doiim to. 
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More hill-ridiiig. The descent of River Hill has been 

negotiated by Wyndham sans brake. 

• ••••• 

The attention of tourists is called to the natural beauties 
of the country surrounding Penshurst, the picturesque ex- 
terior of Penshurst Place, and the local cake retailed at 

threepence per cubic inch. 

• ••••• 

A district which can show'^a ride as charming, and with 
views as good as those one meets with from Sevenoaks to 
East Grinstead, through Leigh, Penshurst, and Cowden, 
need never fear rivalry in the matter of scenery from other 
Divisions. Nevertheless the S.W. has some glorious land- 
scapes — one in particular is to bd met with between 

Newlands Comer and the " Silent Pool." 

• ••••• 

A malignant star seems to be shedding baleful light on 
our District Captains. Now it is the S.W. which has seen 
its leader dismounting over the handles. If the fault be 
with the Captains they really should, for the sake of the 
Club, be more careful — we can't afford to be constantly 

breaking up our best men. 

• ••«•• 

The S.K men want to know why its contingent in training 
at the Surbiton stables preferred the S.W. Club run on 
Saturday last to the paper-chase in their own district. 

Was it that they feared the pace would be too hot ? 

• ••••• 

The Treasurer sends a special message to all future 
"Globe Trotters" to be sure to take a **Carpet-Bag Bicycle" 
with them. He wants a bicycle badly in Japan, as there 
are fine roads and good hiUs, and he is longing for some 

such healthful exercise. 

• ••••• 

"An Inveterate Smoker" writes to say he is so glad the 
N.W. had "plenty of tobacco to spare" the other day, as, 
if they are likely to be in the same condition again, he 
doesn't mind relieving them. 

L'hohme qui sit. 



To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 

Sir, — ^A vigorous and lengthy member of the L.B.C. has 
been upbraiding me with not sending accounts of the meets 
of the C.U.BLC. I have explained to him privately that 
the reason is that we very rarely have any. For it is a' 
lamentable fact that " the largest Club in the world " finds 
considerable difficulty in getting its members to come to a 
Club meet. They are riding every day with their own 
friends, and decline to encounter the perils of a large 
meet and the vagaries of the Captain of the C.U.BLC. 

However, a meet was announced by the Captain for 
Thursday last, "PACE MODERATE" (please put it in 
big cApitab, printer), and enticed by the prospect of a quiet 
run there turned out the Vice-President, the Captain, the 



Assistant-Treasurer (who has not yet, after six months 
holding office, discovered what his duties are, except that 
they are not to assist the Treasurer), a Member of the 
Committee, and another Member of the Race Committee 
and two non-official Members. The roads were rather 
rutty in consequence of two days' heavy rain, with just 
enough dry weather to make the mud stiff and one's hind- 
wheel swing about suggestively. There was a strong wind 
against the meet at starting. The Vice-President at once 
began to make pace, until he was remided that tliis was not 
the 22nd May, and the 'rest of the meet were not profes- 
sionals, when he slackened a little. Going out along the 
Trumpington Road and through Shelford, the Committee- 
man, who has been known to race, kept making the 
pace uphill in a most heartless manner, in spite of vows 
of vengeance from those behind " if they eiiould catch 
him." On a railway arch past Shelford, the Assistant 
Treasurer made a feeble attempt at imitating McCulIum 
Hill's " patent up-hill spill," but after an agonising moment 
of suspense with his hind-wheel in the air, during which 
he made his will mentally, he felt it come down with a thud 
behind his front wheel, and breathed again. 

Then followed two miles of very bad roads, which kept 
everyone minding his own wheel except the Vice-President, 
who was trying to instruct the Committee-man in the 
mysteries of shorthand, and who did some wonderful 
things with ruts. 

After crossing the Great Eastern Railway nine miles 
from Cambridge a halt was made, welcome to some 
members of the party, whom head winds, heavy roads, 
and a very fair pace had rather exhausted. 

On mounting, a turn back to Cambridge was taken, with 
the wind right behind and a good road; off went the 
Vice-President and Committee-man on a spurt, with the 
Captain and another member after them. The rest of 
the meet "took it easy" till they came up with the fast 
members. When they were congratulating themselves on 
joining company, off went the Captain with another flying 
start, the Vice-President and Committee-man after him. 
Now, the Assistant Treasurer is known to be a very steady- 
going individual who likes a uniform pace, the slower the 
better, no hills, and no head-winds; and this repeated 
spurting discomposed him.; So he went for the three 
spurters, caught them as they easied up, and pithily re- 
marked that it was all very well to race for a hundred yards 
and then stop and pant, but he was going into Cambridge 
at a steady pace, and he went off at between fifteen and 
sixteen miles an hour, Cambridge being then seven miles off. 
Of course the Vice-President, Captain, and Committee-man 
" went for him," the rest of the meet following at their 
leisure. All the small boys in the villages grew greatly 
excited, and greeted us, as is usual in these parts, with 
"Now, then, Cambridge," "Go it, Oxford," etc, and the 
Assistant Treasurer went on for rather over four miles "at 
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a steady pace/' the other three officials after him. About 
two-and-a-half miles from Cambridge the Assistant 
Treasurer, having led all the way, suggested that some one 
else might take a turn, a rash act which he immediately 
regretted. For though the Committee-man and Captain 
declined with thanks, as they said he was doing it so nicely, 
the Vice-President was as usual equal to the occasion, and 
went ofif at mile pace as fresh as a daisy. After him strug- 
gled the other three officials in a very straggling way, the 
Assistant Treasurer hearing several rude comparisons, and 
a ** cow's tail " shouted at him until the Club rooms were 
reached, when the Vice-President remarked that he thought 
the pace had been " pretty moderate ; " the other members 
had no breath to spare for remarks on the subject. The 
rest of the meet arrived about a quarter of an hour after- 
wards, using horrible language about the Captain. So 
ended the first meet of the Term. 

With regard to the coming races, it may interest L.B.C. 
men to know that there will be a One Mile Amateur- 
Professional Race, in which Keen, Cooper, Hon. I. Keith- 
Falconer, and another amateur will ride, and a Ten Mile 
Race, in which Keen, Cooper, Keith-Falconer, the 
winner of the Ten Mile Trial at Cambridge for the 
Inter- University Races, and another amateur will compete. 
For the Invitation Race of three miles there have already 
accepted — C. A. Palmer, A. P. Shaw, Runtz, Kemp, 
Ainslie and Wynne (O.U.Bi.C.), Cleaver, Chambers (Lincoln 
B.C.), and Hassall. 

As regards the prospects of the C.U.Bi.C. in the Inter- 
University Races, they are of opinion that if Ainslie has a 
bad tumble, or is in for his " schools " on the day of the 
race, or rides backwards, they may possibly win, but if 
none of these things happen, they may possibly lose. 

In the L.B.C. match, the C.U.Bi.C. have arranged that 
to save any trouble of calculation under the new mathe- 
matical system, thev (the C.U.Bi.C.), will win the three 
heats of the Mile, ana in the Four and Fifteen Miles will score 
six, five, four, and the L.B.C.'s three, two, one. Before 
definitely fixing on this arrangement they would like to 
consult Thorn, Wyndham, and Cleaver, and hope to see 
them at Hitchin for that purpose next Saturday. — I am. 



Sir, yours faithfully, 



The Assistant Treasurer. 



CLUB RUNS AND MEETS. 
To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette, 

Now that the subject of Club Meets is being ventilated, 
I wish to make a suggestion which I think will be considered 
quite practicable. 

Why not have a day's general run on August 2nd next 
(Bank Holiday), all Districts starting from their several 
headquarters, and meeting at the host convenient place 
en route to the place arranged to visit ? There would be 
no necessity for a lon^ ride — some 60 jniles there and back 
would be quite enough. There are plenty of good rides to 
places in Surrey and North Hants which might be visited, 
and if a start was made, say at eight a.m., such a ride 
would be very enjoyable, and I have no doubt well 
patronised by the different Districts. Some members may 
say they prefer going for a Saturday to Monday tour ; if 



this is the case, why not arrange a short tour, leaving 
London on Saturday afternoon, and publish the time of 
starting, distances, cic., in the Gazette? I have no doubt 
that Mr. McCuUum, Hill would be willing to lead such a 
party. There are wany members who on Bank Holidays 
take short tours in twos and threes, who, if a general 
tour was arranged, would doubtless be partakers in it. — 
Hoping others will give their opinion on this subject, I 
remain, etc., W. H. 

' CLUB MACHINES. 
To ths Editor qfthe London Bicycle Club Gazette. 
Sir — Mr. Kinder, in a former issue of the Gazette, sug- 
gested a very valuable scheme for the purchase (I think) 
of certain bicycles for the use of Club members who wished 
to ride in foreign districts. The idea is a verv good one, 
and I am sure that it might be carried out with benefit to 
the Club in manv ways. If the Club was to purchase a 

food second-hand 54-in. and 52-in. machine for each 
district, and place them in the charge of the various Dis- 
trict Captains, two members every week from each 
District would be able to apply to the D.C. for the use of 
these machines, and thus by ringing the changes all round 
throughout the season some 200 or more members might 
enjoy their Saturday outings on roads quite new to tihem. 
I have suggested a 54-in. and a 52-in. because a man who 
rides a 56-in. can ride a 54-in., while a 52-in. is the common 
size for the great majority of riders. If one machine for 
each District was purchased this season, the outlay would 
probably be about j^40. W. A. Smith. 

To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 
Dear Sir, — I think if a few members would care to put 
themselves to a little trouble they might render a valuable 
assistance to the Club on Whit Monday. 

It is always interesting to have as manjr trustworthy 
particulars as possible of a trial like that coming off so soon 
on the Bath Road, and I would suggest that such members 
as are willing to take upon themselves the trouble and 
would send their names to the Captain, sig- 



nifying their willingness to take their stand at vanous 
points on the Bath Koad in order to take the times of the 
men, the order of their going, and render any assistance 
that might be required. One member already, Mr. Arthur 
Herbert, has ofiFered to be at Marlborough, and I would be 
very glad to see others follow his example and send in their 
names. I think a couple of 'cyclists posted at Marlborough, 
Reading, and Maidenhead, would be sufficient, and I am 
sure their reports would be most interesting amd valuable. 
If there are plenty of oflFers from members, of course the 
number of points of observation could be increased, — Trust- 
ing you may find room for this and that the result may be a 
complete and accurate account of the Bath Trial for 1880, 
I remain, yours truly, Achilles. 

21st April, 1880. 

NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

We are requested to thank A. E. B. for his clever 
paraphrase, and to express the regret of L'homme ^i rit 
that he can hardly venture to insert it. It is a topic that 
requires very tender handling. 

C. Y. Ltkb.— Thanks for valuable aids to Stray Notes. 
They shall be utilised in next issue. 

Printed for the Proprietors by Darliuq & Son, at the Minerva Steam 
Printing Office, 36, Eastcheap, London, E.G.— April 23, 18S0. 
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COMMITTER 

At a meeting of the Committee, held on Monday, 26th 
April, 1880, the following gentlemen were elected members 
of the Club:— 

Kaae aad AdditH. Vnpm&t, 8«coadtT. 

Leonard Wodehoose Andrewi, 
Broadwater Down, Tonbridge 
WeUs R. a. Frandf R. H. M. Francis 

Frederick Elder, Campden Honse, 
Kensington, W Jas.Powe]l G. A. Powell 

William Robert Kingston Gibba, 
7, Albion GroTe, Stoke Kewing- 
ton, N. G. H. Gibbs R. M. Long 

Franda Herbert Townsend, 828, 
Claphjan Road, S.W. D.T. Nopa Arthur Herbert 

The resignation of Mr. A H. Cook was accepted. 

It was decided to allow Mr. R. J. Scott to withdraw his 
resignation, which had been toidered by him under the 
mistaken impression that he would leaye Englimd early in 
the year. 

It waA decided that in future no charge be made for 
advertisements for sale or exchange of bicycles or bicycling 
paraphernalia inserted by members in the Gazette. 

It was decided to appoint Mr. S. T. Angus, of 13, Knight- 
rider Street, cloth merchant to the Club, and to continue 
Mr. Knight as Club tailor, proyided he be willing to use 
cloth supplied by Mr. Angus. Patterns of the materials to 
be supplied were approved. 



BATH TRIAL^IMPORTANT. 

Intending medallists are particularly reminded that 

entries for the Bath Trial close on Monday neaatj the 3rd 

instant, and are requested to send in their names at once to 

the Hon. Sec. I hope we may have a good show this year. 

Theo. Godlee, Captain. 



UNIFORM. 



The attention of members is directed to a decision at 
last Committee to appoint Mr. Angus, of K nigh trider Street, 
E.C., to supply the cloth for Club uniforms. Arrangements 
are being made for his keeping a regular supply of both 
thick and thin cloth, and members who are particular as 
to their uniforms can now, if they wish, direct their own 
tailor to obtain the cloth from Angus and make up their suits. 

It is not intended that this shall in any way interfere 
with the appointment of Mr. Knight as Club tailor, but 
members should see that they get Knight to supply Angus's 
cloth. 

Probably most men will still stick to uniform prices, and 
the Club tailor, but the more extravagant or more particular 
of us can in future resort to our own tailor, and no man 
will in future be expected to complain of a bad fit or bad 
cloth. 

As I am mentioning this subject, I may perhaps suggest 
to members the desirability of conforming strictly to Club 
uniform at Club Meets, and especially at General Meets ; 
there were one or two notable exceptions to this rule on 
Saturday at Hitchin. Theo. Godlke, Captain. 
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EVENING RACE MEETING. 

It ifl hoped that members will turn up in force at 
Stamford Bridge on Wednesday next, the 5th May, and 
that they will also be able to induce a large number of 
their friends to be present There are plenty of entries for 
both events, and the Race Committee have every reason for 
anticipating that the meeting will be a success. Besides 
our own racing men, Messrs. Cortis, Kemp, Runtz, and 
several other well-known members of other Clubs have 
entered for the Three Miles Handicap. The Novice Race 
is also expected to. be a most interesting affair. 

Members will be admitted to the grounds free, on pro- 
duction of their Club Badge. Admission tickets (price One 
Shilling), can be obtaifaed of the Captain, Hon. Secretary, 
or any member of the Committee. They are also on sale 
at the principal bicycle agents. Racing will commence 
punctuaUy at six p.m. H. R. Botcb, Hon. Sec. 



N.W. District.— NonoB. 

Next Saturday, May 1st, we shall go by Cricklewood, 
Dollis Hill (just past the railway bridge in the Edgware 
Road), Neasden, Wembly, and Harrow Weald to Eastcott. 
Tea at the "Black Horse." A short run. 

NoBiCAif B. MoBRis, District Captain. 

To BE Lent, 
A 64-inch "William Keen," and 56-inch "Stassen," 
to members wishing to attend the Club, runs of the 
South East District. Apply to the S.E. District Captain. 



THE L.B.C. AND C.U.Bi.C. AT HITCHIN. 

This annual meeting came off on Saturday, and was pro- 
nounced a complete success ; the only wonder is more men 
did not avail themselves of such a chance. The few things 
that were deficient last year at Welwyn were provided for 
this year, and the slight rain, hardly enough to be noticed, 
was the only attempt at a drawback. 

The N.E. left Lea Bridge Road at 8.20, only four in 
number, and were a little delayed by a slight accident to 
one member's machine on the tram lines, but in spite of 
this and a slight head wind reached Potter's Bar just about 
the same time as the other districts. The usual route by 
Palmer's Green and Southgate was followed, and one mem- 
ber rejoiced over surmounting Stag's Hill, which North- 
Easters may remember was rather stony last year, or 
Rucker would have made light work of it. 

The N.W., which does not always start from the Heath 
with its full complement, only mustered five at that point, 
together with the S.B. D.O.'s Substitute and a visitor, 
though nineteen N.W. members took part in the run. 
Instead of finding the crowd of W., S. W., and S.E. men they 
ftilly expected at Qolder's Green, not a soul was to be 



seen, but Law turned up ahnost directly and represented 
the W. After some fifteen minutes' waiting, the pilot, who 
had anchored off Finchley Road Station to convoy " the 
S.E. District " to the meeting place, hove in sight with 
Ashley Barrett, and a start was made. Parker joined at 
Whetstone, and at Bamet their numbers were still further 
increased by several other men. 

From Potter's Bar a grand total of forty was telegraphed 
to Hitchin, but in fact the main body did not consist of 
more than about thirty. These soon formed into regular 
order, and proceeded at what was in fact a very fiBiir pace, 
though the constant flying visits of the Captain to the front 
of the line, with orders for a slower pace to meet all require- 
ments^ nearly resulted in mutiny, and the front couple 
from time to time said they were whistling the J9eai March 
to keep down to proper funeral pace. The fact was, the 
roads were so good, members hardly realised the passage of 
milestones. 

Districts Captains were at an enormous premium. N. B. 
Morris was really present; half the N.E. commission, in the 
person of the Captain, represented F. Godlee; F. M. 
Williams had sent a substitute ; W. A. Smith did not show 
up till tea time, and no accounts have come to hand of 
Jennings. Under these circumstances, members who were 
not there will wonder how order was maintained at all. 

Anderson, K H. Pollock, Price, and one other member 
stopped at Hatfield, and at a pace which seemed gradually 
to increase as the prospects of tea became more immediate, 
the rest of the party pushed on. 

At Welwyn some members half wished the journey were 
over, but the delightful road to Hitchin was an ample com- 
pensation, and we were greeted by a hearty cheer fix>m 
the Cambridge men as we rode down the hill into the town. 
In spite of dead marches and the obstructiveness of the 
Captain, the twenty miles from Potter's Bar was covered in 
ten minutes under the two hours. 

After a wash in a real room, not only the pumps as last 
year, and the arrival of several more men, tea was an- 
nounced, and we assembled in a very fine room which had 
ample accommodation for the 70 or 80 men present. Our 
President occupied the chair, supported by his two captains 
and sundry other officers of the two Clubs, and a most 
substantial and economical meal was disposed of. 

After tea, all who wanted to catch trains (about four in 
number) left, and several good songs were given by the 
Club tenor, C. Y. LyuQ, who had come down by train, 
R Newman of our own Club, and WiUink and Rainsford of 
the C.U.BLC. ; after which Wilson, of the C.U.BiC, 
amused the company by a most telling story. 

As time was just up, Scrutton, who claims membership 
of both Clubs, proposed three cheers for the L.B.C., which 
were heartily given, and were then, on the motion of the 
Captain, not less heartily responded to by three cheers for 
the C.n.Bi.C., and one more for the five joint members. 
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Proceedings were closed by a verse of " Auld Lang Syne/' 
all the party standing on their chairs and joining hands, 
and as many as dared putting one foot on the somewhat 
shaky tables. 

The C.U.Bi.C. started about 8.45, and at 9 o'clock eight 
L.B.C. men, consisting of two N.E., four N.W., and two 
S.E, left for home, which they duly reached at varying 
hours, a general halt being made at Hatfield just before all 
" pubs" closed for the night. 

Three rode on to Bedford, many stayed at Hitchin, and 
so ended a most enjoyable meet. 

As far as I can ascertain the following members were 
present besides our President: T. E. Scrutton, A. P. 
Trotter, C. A. E. Pollock, and J. Scott, who belongs to 
both clubs, and about twenty-seven C.U.BLG. men. 

N.E.—E. L. Boyer, Theoph. ChUd, A. W. Disney, G. 
H. Gibbe, K H. Hindley, C. Y. Lyne, R. M. Long, T. G. 
NeviU, and Theo. Godlee. 

N, W. — ^Alison, Aiken, Anderson, Bamett, Boyce, Buckler, 
Clark, Freetb, Hill, Metcalf, C. Newman, R. Newman, E. 
H. PoUock, J. Powell, Price, W. J. Williams, and N. B. 
Morris, District Captain. 

W,—J. R. Bruce, A. Henry, C. E. Law, D. T. Nope, 
and W. A. Smith, District Captain. 

8,W.—V. F. Barry, R. M. Gruggen, J. B. Holdsworth, 
and St. John A. Ryan. 

S.E.—A. W. Barrett, A. Barker, A. D. Butler, M. H. 
Dicker, W. Johns, S. P, Smith, and A. 0. Tylor. 

Two visitors. 

Theo. Godlee, Captain. 

S.W. DismiCT. 

If the Annual Meet of 1880 with the C.n.Bi.C. cannot 
be regarded as numerically successful as the one at Welwyn 
last year, it is a matter for considerable satisfiEtction for the 
S.W. District to find that whether the meeting place be 
Welwyn or Hitchin is a. detail to be treated with in- 
difference, and that their numbers are in consequence no 
fewer than before ; a satisfaction in which perhaps no other 
district will be able to share. Three S.W. men and two 
other members of the L.B.C. left Broad Street by the 
2.32 p.m. train for Bamet, and met the Hon. Sec. of the 
C.n.Bi.C. just outside the town, who accompanied them 
on their ride. As we neared Hitchin we came in for the 
rain, but reached the town with only a partial wetting. 
We found that Buckler and Henry bad already arrived, 
they having left town by an earlier train. Some of us had 
contemplated an evening run to Cambridge, but abandoned 
the notion in consequence of the rain, and secured beds. 
As the following day proved fine, four S.W. men and 
Dicker of the S.E. left Hitchin at 10.10 a.m., and proceeded 
through Luton to St. Albans. The country through which 
we passed was, from its hilly nature, full of variety and 
interest, and with the roads in excellent condition and the 



wind only partially antagonistic the run was exceedingly 
enjoyable, although tiie pace that we travelled was at times 
a little excessive for some of us. We reached St. Albans 
at 12. 10 p.m., but were only allowed a glimpse of the interior 
of the Abbey, as it is closed soon after service, so at one p.m. 
left for Watford, where we unexpectedly found Buckler and 
Henry, who had already ordered a meal in which we 
willingly shared. From Watford we rode by Rickmans- 
worth to within two miles of Uxbridge together, all 
intending to tea at the '* Swan " at [Walton, but as the 
men in advance missed the turning here for Staines, and 
proceeded instead through Uxbridge, Hanwell, Laleham, 
and Chertsey, leaving the remainder to follow the road 
through Staines, it became a doubtful question which 
detachment would be first at the " Swan," and ended in 
the Staines Division, consisting of Henry, Holdsworth, and 
Buckler, reaching our destination some half-hour in 
advance. After a capital tea we all left for our respective 
destinations. We can all testify to the pleasure and 
success that has attended this more lengthy expedition, 
and to the excellent arrangements made for us at Hitchin, 
and feel convinced that it will be always a matter of con- 
siderable pleasure to those members who took part to feel 
that by their presence they have contributed to this 
success. Members present : J. B. Holdsworth, A. Henry, 
A. E. Buckler, St. J. A. Ryan, F. F. Barry, R. M. Gruggen, 
and C. W. Dicker of the S.E. (who accompanied us on the 
journey home). 

SURREY BICYCLE CLUB.-SPRING MEETING. 
Eennington Oval, Saturday, April 24, 1880. 

The first race meetmg this year of the above well-known 
Club came to a very satisfactory end in the midst of fine 
weather, excepting a strong wind blowing from the west, 
which made it rather punishing work for some of the men, 
and, as usual at these meetings, an immense crowd of spec- 
tators put in an appearance. It may safely be said there 
were over 6,000 people present ; in fact it is estimated it 
was the largest "gate" ever seen at any bicycle race 
meeting at the " OvaL" We have to congratulate the exe- 
cutive on the manner in which the details were carried out, 
with one exception, the timing, especially in the Ten Miles 
Open Race, as the time by our reporter was over a minute 
less than the "official," and on being compared with our 
watch they were found to agree, though the time was given 
at first as one minute and a few seconds longer ; in fact the 
times taken by the official timekeeper were quite a novelty 
in the proceedings. He was standing facing the winning 
post, and at the completion of each mile a friend hit him 
on the back, and his finger went down on to the glass of 
the watch, and he calculated the exact time as the second 
hand passed under Ins finger. Such a way as that is, in 
our opinion, not by any means the correct way. Let us 
hope the next meeting will be better looked after. 
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There were three events down on the card to be got 
through, whioh were done in excellent time, the men in 
gome instances having to wait five minutes on the mark 
before the word "mount" was given. The times below 
were taken by G. P. Coleman., with a Benson's Chronograph, 
and therefore we can vouch for their being correct Follow- 
ing are the details — 

OsB Mile 0?bh Hatoigap. 
The first in each heat in the final 

E. Tyler, Surrey B.C., 125 yards, 1 ; E. Hodges, Banes 
B.C., 200, 2 ; J. W. Hughes, Coipet, 150, 3 ; J. R. 
Hamilton, Druids B.C., 75, ; K W. Jenkins, Christchurch 
B.a, 140, ; W. Agate, Crescent B.a, 150, ; L. Iverson, 
Arion B.C., 155, 0. This was looked upon as a certainty 
for Hamilton, but unfortunately he broke his crank at 
starting. Tyler, starting off at a great pace, soon got to 
the front, and won easily by five yards. Time, d min. 
28|8ecs. 

Second Heat : W. T. Thorn, L.B.a, 60 yards, 1 ; G. R. 
Ozz, Surrey B.C., liO, 2 ; H. G. Hindley, Eensmgton, 155, 
3 ; K a Weatherley (introduced), 150, ; H. 0. Swindley, 
Kensington B.C., 155, ; W. Bourbon, Bromley, 160, ; 
Q. M. Cage, Ckpham B.C., 200, 0. Ozz cut out the pace 
and soon got in front, which he kept till half way in the last 
lap, when Thorn came to the front and won by three yards ; 
five yards between second and third. Time, d min. 
20| sec. 

Third Heat : H. L. Gortis, Wanderets B.C., scratch, 1 ; 
T. W. Howard, Civil Service B.C., 170 yards, 2 ; H. Huber, 
Crescent B.C., 150, 8 ; F. S. Buckingham, Brizton Ramblers, 
140, 0; J. A. Ronald, Druids B.C., 145, ; R. Wellbeloved, 
St. James's, 180, 0. Wellbeloved kept the lead for the 
first kp, when Howard came past and remained there till 
the last lap, when Cortis, who had been riding at a great 
pace, caught him 200 yards from home, and won by 
1^ yards. Time, 3 min. 15f sea 

Fourth Heat : W. W. Scott, Imperial B.C., 155 yards, 
1 ; W. Popplewell, Ipswich B.C., 100, 2 ; W. Williams. 
EcUpse B.C., 185, 8 ; C. F. Diz (introduced), 185, ; W. 
K Fauser, St James's, 150, 0; J. Hill, Surbiton B.C., 185, 0. 
Scott went away at a great pace, and passing Hill in the 
second lap kept the pace up and woa by 8 yards. Time, 
8 min. 24f sec. 

Fifth Heat : C. Tyler, introduced, 155 yards, 1 ; Lacey 
HiUier, Stanley B.C., 125, 2; C. J>. Vesey, Surrey B.C., 
95, 8 ; D. L. Lawrence, introduced, 145, ; S. T. Bond, 
Comet B.C., 150, ; L. C. Roper, Lee Rovers B.C., 175, ; 
C. W. Fagan, Druids B.C., 180, 0. Tyler soon showed in 
front, followed by Hillier, these two seeming to have the 
race to themselves, but Tyler at the finish staying best, 
won by six yards, the others a long way behind. Time, 
8 min. 18} sec. 

Sixth Heat : J. F. Griffith, Surrey B.a, 80 yards, 1 ; 
K. A. Woolnough, Rovers B.C.^ 115, 2 ; W. Brown, E«nt. 



B.C., 150, 8 ; J. J. HousOi West London, 180, 1 Gt. 
Beeson, Wandesera B.C., 140, ; F. Hutchins, Brizton 
Ramblers, 165, 0; N. 0. Nutkins, Middlesez, 190. 
Woolnough, riding very well, followed by Griffith, soon csme; 
to the front, and sticking well together in the last lap, 
Griffith riding the strongest won by two yardi^ seven yards 
between second and third. Time, 8 min. 15} sec 

Seventh heat : W. Butcher (introduced), 85 yards start, 
1; J. Horn, Pickwick B.C., 155, 2; W. E. Akroyd, Surrey, 
160, 8 ; E. A. Runts, Pickwick, 70, ; B. Hewett, Surrey, 
185,0; W. P. English, Can<mbury B.C., 145,0; F. H, 
Read, Crescent B.C., 150, 0; A. Beeson, Tredegar, 190, 0. 
Akroyd soon got the lead, tiU in the last lap Horn and 
Butcher passed him together, but Butcher, spurting close to 
home, just won by 2 yards; 5 yards between second and 
third. Time 8 min. 23} sec. 

Final heat : J. F. Griffith, Sumy B.C., 80 yards start, 1 ; 
C. Tyler (introduced), 155, 2 ; W. T. Thom, London B.C., 
60, 8 ; H. L. Cortis, Wanderers, scratch, 4 ; W. Butcher 
(introduced), 85, 5 ; W. W. Scott, Imperial, 155, 6 ; E- 
Tyler did not start. All made a very good start, C. Tyler, 
with his long start, keeping the first position till the middle 
of the last lap, when the three scratch men came past him 
at a great pace, and, coming into the straight, Thom, 
(Griffith, and Cortis were nearly all level, but Griffith, 
spurting very well, shot in firont of Thom and lost him his 
chance of first. Won by 2 yards, Tyler coming in at the 
finish and just getting second, 1| yards between seoond and 
third, Cortis, 1 yard behind, fourtL 

A Two Milea Club Handicap was won by G. E Watson, 
40 yards start, 1 ; A« B. Lockwood, scratch, 2 ; J. S. Ozz, 
90, 8. Time 7 min. 481 sec 

Ten VLsusa Scaatch Race. 

H. L Cortis, Wanderers B.C., 1; W. T. Thorn. London 
B.C., 2 ; W. Popplewell, Ipswich, 8 ; W. Brown, Kent B.C., 
; F. S. Buckingham, Brizton Ramblers, ; J. F. Ghriffith, 
Surrey, ; G. R. Ozz, Surrey, ; K Tyler, Surrey, 0. 
Pi^plewell soon got the lead, the pace being very slow at 
starting ; Thom ran into first place in the sizth kp, the 
others being close up, Cortis, biding his time, last, and 
looking very pleased. No change took place till Vesey got 
the lead at the end of the third mile, and remained there 
till the end of the seventh mile, when, in the nezt lap, 
Cortis came with a rush, just as a feeler, and shot into first 
place, when Thorn passed him at the end of the eighth 
mile. Here Cortis, coming again, went to the firont, and, still 
keeping i^> the pace, drew further away fipom Thorn and 
Popplewell, the others a long way in the rear, and riding 
very fast in the last lap, won, amidst tremendous ezcitement, 
by 200 yard^ ; the crowd, running all over the course, nearly 
upset Thom and PopiJewell, Thom just getting second 
place by about a yard. Brown fourth, the othets not finish- 
ing. Times: lmile,8min.54|sec;2miles^7min.43sec.; 
8 milei^ XI «un. 48 sea ; 4 miles, 15 min. 41f sec. ; 
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5 miles, 19 min. 41 sec ; 6 miles, 28 min. 55 teo. ; 7 miks, 
28 min« 14} sea ; 8 miles, 81^ min. 58} sea ; 9 miles, 
35 min. 29 sea ; 10 miles, 38 min. 57} sec. Gortis did tiie 
last lap in 47} sea 



RACING FIXTURES. 



May 



1st — ^LA.G. second Spring Meeting (2 miles 

Handicap open to amateurs), Stamford Bridga 
May 5th. — London B.C. Eveniag Race Meeting, Stam* 

ford Bridga 
May 8tL — ^Two Miles Handicap, by Messrs. Humber&Co., 

Lillie Bridga Entries to F. Cooper at West 

Brompton. 

May 8t;lL — North Warwickshire B.C. Race Meeting. 
May 8th.— Surrey United B.C. Race Meeting, Crystal 

Palace. 
May 15th. — ^London Uniyersity College, Stamford Bridge, 
May 17th.— Road Trial, 100 miles. 
May 18tL— Two Miles Handio^), Invitation Race, Dark 

Blue Bicycle Club. 
May 22nd.— ^La Crosse Club, 1 mile Handicap, Stamford 

Bridge. 
May 20, 22, 26, 28, 29.— C.U.BLC. Easter Term Races, 

Cambridga 
May 26th.— C.U.Bi.C. v. D.B.B.C., 2, 10, and 25 miles at 

Cambridga 
May 29th.— C.U.Bi.C. v. L.B.C., 1, 4, and 15 miles at 

Cambridge. 
May 29th. — ^L.A.C. First Summer Meeting (3 miles 

Bicycle Handicap, open to amateurs), Stam* 

ford Bridge. 
June 5^— Pickwick B.C. Race Meeting, Stamford 

Bridga 
June 5th. — ^Dewsbury B.C. Race Meeting. 

June 12th.— Kingston Bicycle Club, Surbiton Running 
Groundi. 

June 19th. — ^London B.C. Annual Race Meeting, Stamford 
Bridge. 

June 19ih. — ^Private Banks Cricket and Athletic Club 

Race Meeting. 
June 26ih. — ^L.A.C. Second Summer Meeting (4 miles 
Bicycle Handicap, open to. amateurs), Stam- 
ford Bridga 
July Srd— Oivil Service B.C. Race Meeting. 
Jidy 10th. — ^Belgrave B.C. Race Meeting (1 mile open to 

amateurs), Stamford Bridge. 
July 17th. — Gresham Athletic Club, Stamford Bridga 
July 21at. — ^Eastbourne B.C. Race Meeting. Three open 

Amateur events. 
July 24th.— Lombard B.C. Race Meeting, Catford Bridga 
July 24th. — ^Arion B.C., Stamford Bridga 
July 3l8t.— Railway Clearing House, Stamford Bridga 
Aug. 28th. — South London Harriers, Stamford Bridge. 
Sept. 11th.— I. Zingari B.C., Stamford Bridga 
Sept. 25th.— Druids B.C., Stamford Bridga 
Oct 2nd.— L.A.C. Autumn Meeting, Stamford Bridge. 
Nov. 6th.— Ii,A.G. Winter Meeting, Stamford Bridga 



LACROSSE ATHLETIC MEETING. 

The annual Athletic Meeting of the Lacrosse Clubs will 
be held at the Stamford Bridge Grounds (LA.C.), on 
Saturday, May 22nd. Frequent trains to Chelsea Station. 

Committee of management : H. Poland, Esq., T. R. Sachs, 
Esq., F. L. Roberts, Esq., Frank Jolly, Esq., Ernest Barrett, 
Esq., A. L. Foley, Esq., J. L. Wilson, Esq., F. L. 
Cartwright, Esq., F. W. Peach, Esq., E. H. Lawrie, Esq., 
J. D. Vans Agnew, Esq., W, B. Partridge, Esq.; Hon. Sec, 
E. H. Lloyd, Esq. 

The followmg events will be open to Amateurs : — 120 
Yards Handicap ; three prizes, first value £S 6s. Half- 
Mile Handicap ; three prises, first value €7 7a One Mile 
Bicycle Handicap ; three prizes, first value £10 10s. 
Handicappers— J. H. A. Reay, Esq.; M. D. Rucker, Jun., 
Esq. Entry forms and all particulars may be obtained of 
the Hon. Secretary, Mr. E. H. Lloyd, The Winns, Waltham- 
stow. Entries (2s. 6d. for each event), together with name 
of Club, Colours, etc., to-be sent in on or before May 10th. 

The Club events (five in number), will comprise the 
following : — 120 Yards Lacrosse Race (on grass). Throw- 
ing the Lacrosse Ball. 120 Yards Flat Race. Quarter- 
Mile Flat Raca One Mile Flat Raca To be followed by 
a short game, of thirty minutes' duration, between picked 
teams from the competing Cluba Entry fee to members 
for each event, Two SkiUings^ to be sent in on or before 
May 10th. 

The rules of the Ltmdon Athletic and London Bicycle 
Clubs will be adopted, and the Committee reserve to them- 
selves the right of reiusing any entry. Sports to commence 
at Three o'clock. The Band of the London Bifle Brigade 
(under Mr. Sibold), will be in attendance. 

Subscribers of One Guinea will be entitled to twelve 
enclosure tickets — ^admitting to Pavilion; subscribers of 
10s. 6d. to six. Carriages and Drags, 5s. Tickets purchased 
before the day, admitting to enclosure, price Is. 6d. ; to be 
obtained of the Hon. Secretary, of the Committee, and at 
all the Bicycling and Athletic Depota 
-^^ ^ ■*- ■ ■ 

DARK BLUE BICYCLE CLUB. 
Altbbjltiok of Datb. 

On Monday, May 3rd, at 2.30 p.m., at the Iffley Road 
Running Ground (by kind permission of the O.U. A.C. and 
Hertford Coll. C.C.) will be held the Club Racea Events : 
One Mile and Ten Miles Race, for members of the Club who 
have not competed against Cambridge. Four Miles Han- 
dicap and 100 Yards Slow Race, open to all members of the 
Club. Three Miles Handicap, for roadster machines only, 
open to any member of the University. Entries (free) to 
the Hon. Sea, 41, High Street ; close Thursday, April 29. 

On Tuesday, May 18th, at 2 p.m., wUl be held the Trial 
Races, Two, Ten, and Twenty-five Miles, to select repre- 
sentatives against Cambridge. There will also be a Two 
Miles Invitation Handicap Race. 
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FIXTIJEES FOR CLUB MEETS. 



Date. 



N.B. 



N.W. 



W. 



S.W. 



S.E. 
Croydon DiviBion. 



S.E. 
BlAokheath Divinon. 



I 



3.30 Lea Bridge 
Road, 8.45 Sy- 
bom'B Comer for 
Hoddefldon. 



8.45 "Jack Straw's 
Castle" for East- 
cott 



8.45 Acton Church 
for BeUfl of Oub- 
ley. 



4.0 "The GriflBn,- 
Kingston, for Ep- 



4.15 Central Croy- 
don Station for 
Bletchingley.Meet 
Blackheath Din- 



4.0 Old Lewiaham 
Church forBletoh- 
ingley. Meet Croy- 
don Diyiaion. 



00 

I 



8.80 Lea Bridge 
Road, 8.45 Sy- 
bom's Comer for 
ChigwelL Meet 
S.E. and N.W. 



3.45 "Jack Straw's 
Castle" for Chig- 
well Meet N.E. 
and S.E. 



HammersmithBridge 
(south side) for 
Ripley. 



4.0 "The Griffin," 
Kingston, for 

Guildford. 



8.80 Central Cioy- 
don Station for 
Chigwell. Meet 
N.E, N.W., and 
Blackheath Div. 



4.15 Old Lewisham 
Church for Chig- 
well. Meet N.E., 
N.W., and Croy- 
don IH vision. 



Mat 15.— no RUN. 



Mat 22. —All I>istrict8 ran to Halliford, time and place of starting to be published in the Gaziri. 



SOUTH EAST DISTRICT NOTICE. 
JluTkto Chigwell, May 8th, 1880, to meet N.E. and N.W. 

Members who find it inconvenient to start from Croydon- 
as early as 3.30 p.m., are informed that they can .leave 
their machines at any time on that or previous two days at 
Mr. Campbell's, bicycle maker, Lewisham High Boad, six 
doors from the " Albion " Tavern, on the right when going 
from Croydon. Mr. Campbell's place is a quarter of a mile 
from Lewisham Station, and the same distance from Old 
Lewisham Church, whence the start will take place at 
4.15 p.m. A room will be provided for members to change 
their clothes in. The river will be crossed at Woolwich, 
and steamers ply constantly up till a late hour at night. 
The roads on the Essex side are reported good. Members 
are requested to make an effort to attend this meet, so that 
the invasion of the N.E. country may be a success. 
Croydon will be left punctually 3.30, so as not to keep the 
Blackheath men waiting. 

F. M. Williams, District Captain. 



AN EVENING SPIN. 



Four members met at Central Croydon, for a run, on 
Wednesday last. Having put a notice on the board, to the 
effect that they had met there and intended to ride to 
Banstead, they rode against a head wind to the "Red Lion," 
Smitham Botham, and thence, bearing to the right, along 
the lanes to their destination, the last mile being up-hill and 
covered with loose stones. After a stoppage of a few 
minutes for a pipe, during which operation they were joined 
by Wyndham, the Editor, and a visitor, they left for 
Croydon by the light of the moon, meeting J. Kinder en 
route. Present — Barker, Ashley Barrett, J. Kinder, Tylor, 
Wheeler, Wyndham, a visitor, and 

Another Okb. 



GROOMING THE IRON STEED. 
I overheard the following conversation take place between 
our house and parlour maid, and according to the usual 
fate of listeners, heard no good of myself. Before repeating 
it I must say a few words in justification of my apparent 
selfishness. I am an only, and therefore, I suppose, a spoilt 
son. I have no nice sisters to clean my bicycle for me 
and no time to do it myself, as will be seen when I 
say that I leave for the city every day at eight and do 
not return till seven in the evening. Now in summer I 
like to ride my machine every evening, and as I cannot 
ride it when dirty, some one, .of course, must dean it for 
me. My mother, dear old lady, would, I know, at the 
slightest word of mine polish, oil, and clean, till her back 
broke ; but, even I, spoilt boy that I am, have not the face 
to ask my mother to slave for me. The only other person 
in the house who will perform this office for me is the house* 
maid, a nice elderly party who has been with us ten years, and 
lately I have, I suppose, been taking advantage of her great 
good nature and been constantly going out in disgustingly 
dirty weather, always feeling sure that by the next evening 
my machine would again shine as when new. Well, to 
proceed with my story : I was one evening passing the 
pantry door which stood ajar on my way to the wine-cellar, 
when I heard the well-known tones of Mary, our housemaid, 
saying, " Yer know, Jane, Master 'Ughie comes up with his 
pleasant manners and 'andsome face, and says, ' Mary, my 
machine is dreadfully dirty, and I can't trust it to anyone, 
except you, to clean. Will you do it for me, you can do it 
so beautifully? I'm the envy of the club with my 
splendidly kept machine.' " On these words reaching my 
ears I ought to have gone on and not listened any 
more, but hearing Mary call me Master 'Ughie made me 
so angry that I determined to wait till she said it again, 
and then go in and inquire who she meant by Master 
'Ughie. Even the flattering words of " pleasant manners 
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and 'andaome face " did not counterbalance my wrath at 
the name by which she designated me. My name 
is Hugh, I am twenty-five, and stand six feet in-^ my 
stockings. Ought I still to be called Master 'XJghie ? ^ For . 
five years I have patiently tried to teach Mary that she 
must call me Mr. Hugh, and had at last so fai succeeded 
that she inyariably addressed me as Mr. 'Ugh ; to find there-* 
fore that, after five years of labour, I was still spoken of in 
the pantry by my childish name annoyed me extremely. I 
waited to hear the name repeated, thinking that if I could 
suddenly appear in a private conversation like this between 
the servants they would be more careful in future. *' I 
pity yer, Mary, I does, indeed; them bicycles is nasty, 
greasy, dangerous things, they always looks as if they'd 
kick if they could." 

" Well," said poor Mary, " I ehall give warning, for I 
can't stand it any longer. Every day there's the same dirty 
job to be gone through. Besides, them young gents is so 
pertikkler. As soon as Master 'Ughie (Oh dear, there she 
goes again ; I shan't, however, interrupt her, because I 
intend to hear the rest of her complaint) sees me a. 
cleaning of his machine, up he comes with twenty different 
directions. ' Now Mary, take care that you don't use any'« 
emmery paper to the spokes,' which I've learnt by this time 
is them spidery-looking things as go out from the middle of 
the wheel Then off he goes, but in another minute he's 
back again, saying, * Last time, Mary, you did'nt take all 
the rust off, please be very particuhur about that.' Then he 
begins to walk off, but afore he's gone many steps he 
turns roand and says, ' If you take great care to oil the 
machine well, it won't get rusty, you know.' This time 
I think he's really off, and feels 'appy accordin'; but 
no, afore five minutes is over back he comes, and says, 
in a most insiniatin' voice, 'Tou clean the machine 
to perfection, Mary, but if you polished up the brass 
parta a little more, and dusted the paint a little 
better, and took care that all the steel part waa quite 
bright, and that there was no mud left anywhere under the 
saddle or on the treadles, I really almost think it would 
be an improvement.' The young jackanapes, he's makin' 
game of me; I know him." (Here I nearly betrayed 
myself by a laugh, for the old girl was imitating my 
manner and voice, with sundry absurd additions of her own.) 

''This goes on day after day, and all the thank? I get is 
this, ' Why, Mary, you look younger and more blooming 
every time I see you ; cleaning bicycles seems to agree with 
you. I have a friend with a bicycle coming to stay with 
me shortly, so then you will have the pleasure of cleaning 
two machines. My friend, although a very particular man, 
cannot fail to be satisfied with the way you will clean his 
iron horse.' " 

" What's his iron hoxse ? " asks Jane. 

"That's another name th^ gives them nasty bicycles. 
I don't see why ; they ain't much like a horse, except as 



that they's. got a saddle, and all horses ain't got that. 
Lawky, it's no good going on talking, I'm off to give missus 
: warning,' so as I may be off afore this other fine young gent 
arrives with his iron horse.'* Mary brought out these last 
words with a contemptuous bounce, and was hunying out 
of the room when I stepped forward and said, in what Mary 
would, I suppose, call my insiniatin' voice, '' Mary, do stay 
and listen to reason for one minute, there's a duck. A 
grand bicycle meet is soon going to be held, and I shan't be 
able to go because my machine won't be fit to be seen. How 
will you like to have it said that poor Hugh couldn't come 
to the meet because his dear old Mary turned crusty, and 
wouldn't clean her boy's machine. As to my firiend, he 
wiU only stay here a week. If for that short period you 
keep his machine clean, he will leave this house once more 
believing that there are augels on earth. He gave up that 
belief a short time iigo:when his sisters refused to clean his 
bicycle any more for him. You won't go, will you, dear 
old Mary ? " It was a joke to see her altering her deter- 
mination ; she loved me to be called her boy, and that 
helped to bring her round a good deal. She was still much 
too out of breath to speak, after the jump she had given at 
seeing me suddenly appear, but I felt sure that she inten- 
ded to stay, so I said, " Thank you so much for staying, 
and you in return for^the great favour I have done you in 
not allowing you to go, must never again in public or in 
private call me Masteb 'Ughie." 



STRAY NOTES. 



The weary 'cyclist who, with broken treadle, was trudging 
home from Perrivale to Muswell Hill on Sunday night, must 
have wondered, on meeting a gentleman and lady, when the 
former produced from the tail pocket of his frock coat a 
complete treadle, with which he fitted up the "woe-begone" 
one — only bargaining that it might be returned promptly. 
The fact was, the walldst had lent a pair of treadles to 
a friend, and had been obliged to call and get them ; so, as 
the old saw says, " It is an ill wind that blows nobody 
good." 

• ••••• 
Members will not regret to learn that our old Captain is 

coming to the fore down South. From a local paper, I see 
that his hill-riding propensities somewhat startled the 
members of the Brighton Excelsior B.C., with whom he was 
returning from Lewes in the dark the other night ; and 
they thought it worth while to record the fact that he 
alone negotiated the School Hill near that town. 

• ••••• 

A peripatetic correspondent has unearthed a couple of 
good and cheap hostelries — one, "The Unicom," in North 
Street, Brighton ; the other, "The Warwick," at Worthing. 
We must start a fresh list of L.B.C. houses before long. 
It is always worth while, as regards good caravansaries, 
with Captain Guttle, " when found to make a note on." 
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On dit up at Oxford that in Douglas Smith our Bllbck- 
heath Diyision will furnish a flyer to the racing contingent. 
We shall look forward to seeing him in future years sustain 
our old prestige upon the cinder-path. 

• •«••• 
"Markis Aurelius at the head of his army/' said the 

aged housekeeper when enlarging upon a fine old piece of 
tapestry, for the benefit of a brother of the wheel, somewhere 
in the Midland Counties the other day ; "and that's the 
Markis in the centre, on the grey horse." 

• •••*• 

In our Transatlantic friend, Scrtbnet^s Monthly, I see ap- 
pended to an advertisement of the "Columbia Bicycle" a 
statement as follows : — " F. E. Appleyard rode from London 
to Bath (100 miles) over a turnpike road in 7 hours 

18 minutes and 55 seconds." 

• **••• 

The same periodical also gives an illustration of the 
" Sheridan Velocipede," a tricycle which " combines the 
action of rowing with tbat of riding on horseback." Weight 

60 lbs. ; price, complete, with '* hog-skin" saddle, $40. 

• ••••• 

I can't help thinking it would be of much use if members 
who have travelled on the Continent would forward their 
views on roads, routes, and rations to the Editor. France 
might, for example, be first taken. I want to tour this 
summer, but don't know whether to do the N., S., E., or W. 
of that country. Boedecker can't help in the matter, nor 
can Murray illumine my darkness. I can find in back 
pages long yams concerning past trips, but I want a brief and 
comprehensive sketch of the North of France with its best 
routes, and the same of other parts of the country. The 
Normandy and Pyrenean parties could render very valuable 

assistance if so disposed. 

• •♦•«• 

The E^0ree of April 26th is a little out in its dates 
when it says '* A large detachment of the Camb. Univ. Bi. C. 
rode to Hitchin yesterday (Sunday) to meet the London 

Bicycle Club." 

• ••*•• 

The lUustrated London News in two recent issues has 
something of interest to 'cyclists in its " Talk of the Week." 
On April drd, speaking of the Volunteers at Brighton, it 
said, "Even l^ey are provided with limited trappings that 
will carry something, and are consequently so much the 
better than the boys on the bicycles who visit these holiday 
cities literally in the things they stand up in, and have 
grown to substitute silk handkerchie& for linen collars 
during these excursions over enornious tracts of country. 
In s|Hte of the opposition in certain quarters this invigora- 
ting amusement is apparently more popular than ever, and 
has been so firmly establisiied that no ridicule can now stop 
it, and nothing but bad weather will destroy its charm." 
Now this, to one of our members, seemed to need 
something of a reply ; so he wrote to the Editor, for- 
warding the numb^ of the Gazbtib containing the 



illustration of Mr. Trotter's veiy comprehensive M.I.F. 
Bag, and explaining that riders were able to and actually 
did carry an entire change. On April 24th the lUustraUd 
London News remarks-^' And my friend who insists so 
eloquently on behalf of aU bicycle riders that there is a 
great and pressing agitation for some method or arrange- 
ment by which the one flannel shirt is to be avoided, 
deserves the congratulations of all who admire the love of 
cleanliness and spirit of adventure combined in the British 
youth. I derived my experience from a recent visit to 
Brighton during the Volunteer week ; and it did not appear 
to me that the riders of the steel horses were overburdened 
with personal efiiscts. But now that the subject is under 
the consideration of the Editor of the Bicycle Club Gazbtte 
all will no doubt be well It is pleasant to find criticism 
accepted in such a cordial spirit" 

" I/hommb qxji bit. 

EXCHANGE LIST. 

Wanted to exchange, a 56-inch "Humber" racer for a 
54-inch racer. Machine has had nearly a season's wear. 
Never been ridden on the road. Can be seen at Stamford 
Bridge. — ^H. Howard Crawley, University College, Qower 
Street, W.C. 

Wanted for sale a second hand 57 or 58 inch. ''Bacer." 
Reply to Stephen Smith. 

NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

All contributions must be addressed to ''The Editor, 
L.B.C. Gazette, 35, Eastcheap, E.C.," and must bear the 
name of the author, though not necessarily for insertion. 

They must be written on one side of the paper only, and, 
if immediate insertion is desired, must be received not later 
than Wednesday morning. 

NOTICE. 

In future members can advertise sale or exchange of 
machines, etc., in the Ga2btte without expense to tnem- 
selves. It is hoped that advantage will be taken of this 
privilege. 

In reply to a request from several members, we have 
arranged with Messrs. Darling to supply portfolios in which 
unbound copies of the Gazette may be Icept ; cost is 2s. ; 
stamped on outside with the Club badge. 

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

H. V. Cleaver. — ^Thanks for communication to " Stray 
Notes," but think it hardly well to insert it, as the event 
will be a fortnight old at next issue, and moreover " the 
authority " is now quite restored to usual health. 

L'homhe qui bit. 

** L'homme qui rit " requests the Editor to thank Messrs. 
Nyle, W. A. Smith, Stephen Smith, and Boyce for 
contributions. 

Communications received, with thanks, from The O'Reilly, 
H. R. Boyce, W. J. F. Potts, J. Kinder, A. W. Chippindale, 
W. A. Smith, "W. T. H.," E. H. Hindley, "Blmkere," 
**SoupBquare8,""S.,""O.A." 

Printed for the Proprietun by pARUKa & SoH, At the Minerva Steam 
Printing Office, 85, EartcbeH>> London, E.C.— April 80, 18S0. 
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BATH TRIAL. 

The arrangements for the trial will, subject to any 
details which will appear in next week's Gazette, be the 
same as usual. Our quarters at Bath will, as usual, be the 
'* White Lion," and to anyone who does not happen to 
know that comfortable residence I can safely recommend 
it. I should be much obliged if the competitors, and any- 
one else who is intending to be at Bath, would let me know 
at once when and how they intend going down, that I may 
let Mr. Fenner know Kow many to expect on Saturday and 
how many on Sunday. If at all a large number are going 
down by the Saturday afternoon train or any other, I will 
endeavour to arrange as last year for a special carriage for 
the machines, but this is hardly worth while for only three 
or four. 

I also wish to say a few words to competitors on their 
get-up. The Committee have strong views on the subject, 
but cannot go further than the rules which prescribe 
University costume, hat, cap, and stockings, but may I 
suggest to everyone to endeavour to dress as far as possible 
in ordinary riding costume, or may I say Club uniform. 
It is not so much the pace — which some of us know is not 
always dreadful — as the costume of a man which makes 
people suppose he is racing, and so inconveniencing them ; 
and if a man wears an alpaca coat with tails nowhere, 
turns his coat-sleeves up to the elbows, or his stockings 
down to the ankles, or indulges in such like freaks, the 
sensibilities of county magnates are more likely to take 
offence than by any man beating Appleyard*s time. The 



Committee cannot make rules, but they confidently request 
their fellow-members to accede to their wishes. 

Theo. Godlee, Captain. 



SOUTH EAST DISTRICT.— NOTICE. 
Hun to Chigwell, May 8th y 1880, to meet KE. and K W, 

The men will leave Central Croydon punctually at 
3.30 p.m. (no law being given), Lewisham Church 4.15 p.m., 
the Heath (corner of Shooter's Hill Road) 4.30 p.m., and 
Woolwich Pier 5 p.m. Chigwell will probably be reached 
at 6,30 p.m. 

A steamer leaves Loudon Bridge at 3.30 p.m. and reaches 
Soutli Woolwich at about 4.45 p.m. Fare for man and 
'cycle 6d. each. 

The distance from North Woolwich to Chigwell is only 
ten miles, and from Lewisham to Woolwich about three 
miles. 

As mentioned in last week's Gazette, members who 
cannot leave Croydon by 3.30 p.m. can leave their machines, 
any time on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, at Mr. 
Campbell's, bicycle maker, Lewisham High Road, where 
changing accommodation will be provided. Local guides 
have been told off to meet the members at all the meeting 
places, and members may rely upon having companions on 
the whole return journey. 



S. W. District. — A 52-inch "Duplex Excelsior" is at 
the service of any member desiring to visit this District. 
The D. C. will be obliged if any other gentleman willing 
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to lend a spare machine will kindly communicate with 
him, or forward particulars to the Editor. 
Feltham, 4th May, 1880. 

BATH TRIAL. 
The following is the list of entries for the Hundred Miles 
Trial for the L.B.a Road Medals :— 



Barrett, Ashley 
Barry, P. F. 
Boyer, L. 
Buckler, A. E. 
Butler, A. D. 
Coleman, Dr. 0. 
Crawley, H. H. 
Fowler, A. 
Francis, R. G. 
Freeth, H. C. 
Gibbe, G. H. 
Gruggen, A. L. 
Gruggen, R. M. 
Henry, A. 
Hill, W. T. 
Keith-Falconer, Hon. I. 



Kent, G. H. 
Kinder, J. 
Morris, N. B. 
Northcott, W. W. 
O'Reilly, The 
Potter, J. W. 
Powell, J. 
Ryan, St. J. A. 
Smith, W. A.) 
Thorn, 0. 
Thorn, W. T., Jun. 
Tylor, A. 0. 
Weeks, E. A. 
Williams, J., Jun. 
Wilson, J. W. 
Wynne, L. 



Hallifobd Run. — In our last issue we announced, 
through a printer's error, a run to Halliford for May 22nd. 
On turning to Gazette No. 5 members will learn that this 
has been changed, and the reason for so doing. — En. 



SATURDAY RUNS. 
N.E. DisTBicr. 



May 3. Four men started from Sybom's Comer on 
Saturday — ^a very poor turn-out, considering the weather, 
which was perfect. The destination was Hoddesdon, and 
our number was increased at different stages. The first to 
join us was Hindley, whom we met at the top of Chingford 
Hill. Webster joined very soon after, and on reaching 
Cheshunt, Murray suddenly appeared from a bye-road. 
Hoddesdon was reached soon after six, where tea was 
ordered at the "Salisbury Arms," which was, as usual 
good. After tea we watched some performing birds and 
cats for a short time. Tlie man's treatment of the birds 
appeared rough, but that could not have been the case, as 
it would not have paid him. His handling of the cats cer- 
tainly was cruel, as one of the cats was made to sing a song, 
and a pinch was the means of eliciting each note. Starting 
for home at eight, Hindley branched off bom the rest at 
Cheshunt, and at Waltham Webster left us. After sundry 
tumbles indulged in by one member at the cost of a spoke 
to another, Walthamstow was reached, where we separated 
for our several homes. The roads were good but very 
dusty, and in parts a little loose. Present : T. Child, 
T. Godlee, E. H. Hindley, F. Jolly, A, Murray, Webster, 
and A. Fowler. 



N.W. DiSTBICT. 

May 1. On Saturday last, May Day, and a most perfect 
one too, thirteen members and six visitors took part in, and 
enjoyed a capital ride to Eastcott and back. Eleven men 
left the well-known meeting place at the usual time, and 
running via Cricklewood, DoUis Hill, and Neasden, halted 
for a few minutes on Black Pot Hill to await W. J. Williams 
and a friend, who soon appeared, having come by Hendon 
and over the Brent. Bamett was found a little farther on, 
profitably employed as usual. At the end of Wembly Park 
we turncKl off sharp to the right and passed through Preston, 
a small hamlet of three houses, and crossing the Hyde-to- 
Harrow road at Kenton, continued on through the lanes by 
Harrow Weald, Hare Hatch, and Pinner station to Eastcott, 
which was reached at half-past five. The usual tea (Is. 6d.) 
was partaken of at the " Black Horse," where Scott was 
waiting our arrival. Disney and a friend dropped in 
during the Club meal, and R Newman and a friend a 
little later, the latter two having just come up from 
Maidenhead. After tea we were enlivened by the appear- 
ance on the scene of four young ladies clad in light summer 
attire, who gave us a May-day performance with dance and 
song. The word encore seemed to puzzle them. The run 
home by Pinner Marsh and Kenton was accomplished by 
daylight as far as Eangsbury, where lamps were lit and 
bye-laws fully complied with. The Edgware Road was 
avoided by returning via Neasden and DoUis Hill again, 
and so another very pleasant N.W. run was brought to an 
end on the Heath at nine o'clock, without any incident or 
mishap to record. Total distance 28^ miles. Present: 
Aiken, Ailderson, Bamett, Disney, Freeth, Hill, R. New- 
man, E. H. Pollock, J. PoweU, G. Powell, Scott, W. J. 
Williams^ and six visitors. 

NoRMAV B. MoBms, Dist Capt 

NoTioi. — ^Members will note that we meet the N.R and 
S.E. next Saturday, 8th May, and as the S.E. will put 
themselves to much trouble to cross the water to meet us, 
I hope N.W. members will do their best to make the Meet 
a success. The Chigwell run is the only one into Essex at 
present arranged. N. B. M. 

S.W. District. 
Eight men started from the *' Griffin " last Saturday for 
Epsom, vid Leatherhead. Owing to an encounter with an 
" obstructive " costermonger, who drove through our line, 
and to the severed portions taking different turnings near 
Surbiton Station, the party were much scattered, and the 
run as far as Leatherhead was made in a straggling fashion. 
At Leatherhead the force was rallied. Turning to the left 
here, by the main London road, we met large numbers of 
'cyclists, several Clubs being strongly represented. This 
road is now much cut up (presumably by the bicycle wheels, 
for no signs of other traffic were visible !) Ashstead Hill is 
in a particularly bad state, and was only surmounted by 
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means of strategic flank movements. We reached Epsom 
at 5.50, and halted at the '' King's Head." When tea was 
nearly despatched the profile of the Northern Guide was 
noticed outside, and of course he was promptly added to 
the party. Tobacco and some lounging occupied half-an- 
hour or more, but as the lengthened day offered a chance 
to get home before dark, there was an inclination to a 
tolerably early move. A tenth man turned up just as we 
were preparing to start. Mounted soon after 7.30, and 
had daylight nearly to Surbiton, but we started with lighted 
lamps in deference to prevailing judicial prejudices. The 
Merton division were dropped at Ewell. The remainder 
dispersed themselves vid Ditton Lanes and Moulsey. 
Weather charming. Roads not at their best. Distance 
21^ miles. Tea at " King's Head," Epsom (with chops and 
eggs) not dear at 2s. Present : Alison, Barry, Dawson, 
Oruggen, Henry, Holdswortb, Jennings, Rolls, Ryan, and 
Taylor. 

Next Saturday, 8th May, it is proposed to ride to Guild- 
ford by Byfleet and Woking, to tea at the Stoke Hotel, 
Stoke Road, and return by Ripley. 



S.E. DiSTBIOT. 

Last Saturday made one almost believe in those poetical 

descriptions of May Day to be found in almost every book 

of poems. A touch of east in the wind would have been 

felt by old bones, but there were no old bones in that party 

of eight assembled at Central Croydon at 4.15. We 

mounted in good time, and, cheered by the adieux of the 

youth and beauty assembled to see us off, we started merrily 

on our way. At Purley we picked up Attie Smith and 

Cazenove at Chipstead, and Waddy in a suit of blue 

decidedly becoming and well-adapted for Sunday riding, 

which latter reason had perhaps induced him to brave the 

rebukes of our worthy District Captain, in whose eyes grey, 

and nothing but grey, finds favour at Club runs. Butler 

came up at Merstham and Tylor and Willie Johns at the 

top of the hill into Bletchingly. C. B. Wheeler had caught 

us up, and at Bletchingly the Blackheath Division came up 

headed in fine form by Stephen Smith. Qood appetites 

did ample justice to a really first-rate feed. Steak, 

ham and eggs, cold beef, potatoes, boiled eggs, cake, 

marmalade, tea, coffee, and cream — the latter item was, 

I firmly believe, enjoyed in luxurious silence by a crafty 

member, and I have not yet heard whether the well-deserved 

bilious attack has prostrated him. Two shillings was the 

moderate sum charged for no end of a good feed. But, 

stay, it had an ^nd, and that end was nearly reached when 

in walked the two Herberts, who lost no time in tucking 

into the grub. All were satisfied, and broken fragments 

were scattered upon the board when, lo ! who should 

appear but JUansieur VEditeur. It is thought the pace 

had been too hot for him ! Alas I that such a first-rate inn 

could not supply one want Music we wanted, and music 



we must have. Rumours of a Jews' harp and a papered 
comb being forthcoming drove us out. We mounted and 
rode to the " Clayton Arms " at Oodstone, the two miles 
being done by the first lot in 5.S0, there or thereabouts, 
but I had left my stop-watch at home. Johns played in 
his usual masterly style " My bark sped on," steered by 
Kinder, and hannony was the order of the evening. 
Wheeler, C. A. Smith, and Barrett sang solos. After a 
very jolly evening we dispersed, and rode home or elsewhere 
in detachments. Twenty-three were present, including a 
D.B.B.C. visitor. Present : Ashley Barrett, A, Bishop, 
A. 0. Bishop, A. S. Butler, P. Byers, E. H. Carr, J. M. 
Cazenove, M. H. Dicker, Arthur Herbert, Alfred Herbert, 
W. Johns, J. Johns, J. Kinder, J. W. Potter, C. A. Smith, 
S. P. Smith, A. 0. Tylor, C. B. Wheeler, J. Williams, F. M. 
Williams, W. Wjmdham, and two visitors — P. F. Wheeler 
(D.B.B.C.), M. Smith. 

HuQH Qesswhoe, for the District Captain. 



DARK BLUE BICYCLE CLUB. 
The Club Races took place on May 3rd, on the University 
Running Ground The following events were contested : — 
One Mile Raoe. 
Heat 1 : W. D. Pollock, Ch. Ch., 1 ; W. K. Adam, 
Exeter, 2 ; E. B. Newenham, Queen's, 0. Pollock went off 
with the lead, and won easily in 3 min. 19} sec. 
Heat 2 : E. H. L. Reeve, Oriel, 1 ; D. R. Smith, Queen's, 

2 ; H. T. F. King, Brasenose, ; M. H. Jephson, Hertford, 
0. Smith led till the middle of the last lap, when Reeve 
came away with a fine spurt and won by ten yards in 

3 min. 6| sec. 

Final Heat : Reeve, 1 ; Smith, 2 ; Pollock, 0. Smith 
led for half the distance, when Reeve again came away and 
won a good race by six or eight yards. Time, 3 min. ^ sec. 
One Hundeed Yards Slow Race. 

Heat 1 : H. T. F. King, last ; M. H. Jephson, ; L. A. 
Wynne, Magd., 0. Jephson and Reeve fell, and King rode 
in as he liked. 

Heat 2 : E. B. Newenham, last ; W. K. Adam, ; E. H. L. 
Reeve, 0. The same happened here, and Newenham did as 
he pleased. 

Heat 3 : W. D. Pollock, last ; H. R. Reynolds, New 
Coll., ; A. G. Guvry, Wadham, 0. This was a splendid race 
between the first two named. Pollock however succeeded 
in keeping behind Reynolds all the way, though he looked 
a good deal like falling two or three times. 

Final Heat: W. D. Pollock, last; H. T. F. King, 0; 
E. B. Newei^ham, 0. Newenham fell early, and a close finish 
appeared imminent between the two survivors when, at 
about half the distance, King— who was a little ahead- 
fell, and Pollock won as he pleased. 

Thbee Miles Handicap Roadster Race. 

M. H. Jephson, 300 yards, 1 ; H. R. Reynolds, scratch, 2 ; 
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L. A. Wynne, 15, 3 ; R. S. Charsley, Pembroke, 205, ; 
H. T. F. King, Brasenose, 205, ; KB. Newenham, 205, ; 
E. L. Horsburgh. Queen's, 350, ; W. K. Adam, Ex., 375, 
; A. G. Ouvry, Wadham, 520, 0. Jephsou had evidently 
been dealt too leniently with, as he soon took first place 
and won easily by 100 yards. A splendid struggle ensued 
between Reynolds and Wynne, the former being the first 
to pass the tape by two lengths. Time, 9 min. 31 sec. 

FouB MiLBS Hakdioap. 

Reynolds, scratch, 1 ; Wynne, 20 yards, 2 ; Adam, 500, ; 
King, 280, ; Jephson, 420, 0. King and Jephson were 
soon passed, but Adam led for nearly three miles, when 
Reynolds and Wynne passed him, and though Wynne had 
drawn up level at 100 yards from home, Reynolds won 
amid much excitement by some five yards in 12 min. 
59} sec. 

Ten Miles Race. 

Reeve, 1 ; Smith, 2 ; Newenham, 3 ; King, 0. It was 
soon evident that the race lay between the first two. King 
retired after about two miles, and the other three went on 
in the order named. Smith evidently waiting in the hope of 
cutting down Reeve at the finish. Newenham showed 
ahead once, but soon dropped back again and was gradually 
left behind. In the last lap Reeve tried a spurt and gained 
a few yards, but Smith picked it up at bottom of the back 
straight ; he could not, however, come up with the first 
man, who eventually won a good race by fifteen yards. 
Time, 36 min. 39} sec. 



LONDON ATHLETIC CLUB. 

The Second Spring Meeting of this Club took place at 
their grounds on Saturday last, May 1st. The following 
are particulars of the 

Two Miles^ Bicycle Handicap. 

Heat 1.— F. K. Laver, 80 yards, 1 ; G. L HiUier, 150, 2; 
R. A. Woolnough, 100, 3. Won by four yards ; two yards 
between second and third. The tluree placed men had this 
all to themselves, as the scratch men could never get near 
them. Shaw retired when the bell rang for last lap. Time, 

5 min. 57| sec. 

Heat 2.— F. Rendell, 260 yards, 1 ; C. E. Liles, 80, 2; 
M. J. R Dundas, 160, 3. Liles soon ran up to the limit 
men, and the three placed ran a close race home, Rendell 
winning on sufferance by a yard and a half, same between 
second and third. Cleaver and Griffith never got near the 
leaders. Time, 6 min. 

Heat 3.— J. R. Hamilton, 20 yards, 1; S. Kemp, 160, 2; 
T. W. Howard, 240, 3. Hamilton caught his men two laps 
firom home, and in spite of a good spurt by Kemp, landed 
by a yard ; two yards between second and third. Time, 

6 min« 8 sec. 

Final Heat.— C. B. Liles, 80 yards, 1 ; M. J. R. Dundas, 
160, 2; F. RendeU, 260, 3; F. K. Laver, 80, 0; R. A, 



Woolnough, 100, 0; G. L. Hillier, 160, 0; J. R. Hamilton, 
20, ; S. Kemp, 160, ; T. W. Howard, 240, 0. All were 
close together at half distance except Hamilton, who could 
not gain ground. Dundas spurted hard, but Liles always 
held him safe, and coming away in the last fifty yards, woe 
by three yards ; same between second and third, Woolnough 
and Hillier, close up, fourth and fifth. Time, 5 min. 55| sec. 
As will be gathered firom the above, none of the scratch 
men ever had a look in. 



RACING FIXTURES. 



May 8th. — Two Miles Handicap, by Messrs. Humber &Co. , 

Lillie Bridga Entries to F. Cooper at West 

Brompton. 
May 8th. — North Warwickshire B.C. Race Meeting. 
May 8th. — Surrey United B.C. Race Meeting, Crystal 

Palace. 
May 15th. — London University College, Stamford Bridge. 
May 17th.— Road Trial, 100 miles. 
May 18tL~Two Miles Handicap, Invitation Race, Dark 

Blue Bicycle Club. 
May 22nd. — ^La Crosse Club, 1 mile Handicap, Stamford 

Bridge. 
May 20, 22, 26, 28, 29.— C.U.BLC. Easter Term Races, 

Cambridge. 
May 25th.— One Mik Handicap (for members only), at 

Surbiton. 
May 26th.— C.U.BIC. v. D.B.B.C., 2, 10, and 25 miles at 

Cambridge. 
May 29th.— G.U.Bi.C. v. L.B.C., 1, 4, and 15 miles at 

Cambridge. 
May 29th. — L.A.C. First Summer Meeting (3 mile^ 

Bicvcle Handicap, open to amateurs), Stam- 
ford Bridge. 
June 5th. — Pickwick B.C. Race Meeting, Stamford 

Bridge. 
June 5tL — ^Dewsbury B.C. Race Meeting. 
June 12th.— Kingston Bicycle Club, Surbiton Running 

Grounds. 
June 19th. — London B.C. Annual Race Meeting, Stamford 

Bridge. 
June 19th. — Private Banks Cricket and Athletic Club 

Race Meeting. 
June 26th. — ^LA.C. Second Summer Meeting (4 miles 

Bicycle Handicap, open to amateurs), Stam- 
ford Bridge. 
July 3rd. — Civil Service B.C. Race Meeting. 
July 10th. — Belgrave B.C. Race Meeting (1 mile open to 

amateurs), Stamford Bridge. 
July 17 th. — Gresham Atiiletic Club, Stamford Bridge. 
July 21st. — Eastbourne B.C. Race Meeting. Three open 

Amateur events. 
July 24th. — ^Lombard B.C. Race Meeting, Catford Bridge. 
July 24th. — ^Arion B.C., Stamford Bridge. 
July 3l8t. — ^Railway Clearing House, Stamford Bridge. 
Aug. 28th. — South London Harriers, Stamford Bridge. 
Sept. 11th.— I. Zingari B.C., Stamford Bridge. 
Sept. 25th.— Druids B.C., Stamford Bridge. 
Oct. 2nd. — KA.C. Autumn Meeting, Stamford Bridge. 
Nov. 6th.— L.A.C. Winter Meeting, Stamford Bridge. 
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FIXTUKES FOR CLUB MEETS. 



Date. 



N.B. 



N.W. 



W. 



8.W. 



S.E. 
Croydon Diviflion. 



Blackheatli Divisioii. 



00 

I 



8.30 Left Bridge 
Road, 8.45 Sy* 
bom'B Comer for 
ChigwelL Meet 
S.E. and N.W. 



8.45 "Jack Straw's 
Castle" for Chig- 
welL Meet N.E. 
and RE. 



HammersmithBridge 
(south side) for 
Ripley. 



4.0 "The Griian," 
Kingston, for 

Gnildford. 



8.80 Central Croy- 
don Station for 
Chigwell. Meet 
N.E., N.W., and 
Blaokheath Dir. 



4.16 Old Lewisham 
Church for Chig- 
well. Meet N.£„ 
N.W., and Croy- 
don Division. 



Mat 15.— no RUN. 



GUILDFORD TO BOGNOR AND BACK. 

'* One day last week," tul, the 25th April, my colleague 
who rejoices in the nam deplume of " Fickles." and myself 
were in the saddle at 5.30 a.m. Fayoured with a fair wind 
and every prospect of a magnificent day, we looked forward 
to an easy and enjoyable run, with the pleasure of visiting 
scenes unknown, and appreciating to the full the beauties 
of the country. Starting from Guildford, and passing 
through Haslemere (the road to which has much improved 
of late, as the stones aie well worked in) and down one 
very steep hill which certain South Western men will do 
weU to walk, we arrived at Midhurst (21 miles), at 8.50, 
attending divine service in this town, and afterwards 
enjoyed our second breakfast at the " Eagle Hotel " (very 
good and cheap). Some fine views are obtained between 
Godalming and Midhurst, the road however is rather 
ro-i^vlu It was a trial to arrive at the latter place, and not 
bein£ affiliated to the "South Western Flyers," but "simple 
easy-going plodders," we certainly did take time enough on 
our way, feeling sure at any rate that our plan of route 
would be carried out in its entirety without having recourse 
to the train on our way home. The ruins in Cowdrey Park 
are well worthy of a visit, but time would not allow us to 
see them on this occasion. Leaving Midhurst at eleven, 
and passing a pretty sheet of water on the right, with 
lovely lawns^sloping down to the watei^s edge and a rustic 
bridge over the stream that runs into it, on every side 
of us lofty hills and woods, the prospect was indeed 
charming. Pursuing our way to Singleton, the right- 
hand road was taken through West Dean and Lavant, 
arriving at Chichester, thirty-three miles, at 12.10 p.m., 
and Bognor, forty miles, at 12.50. At Singleton there is a 
fine view of Rook's HiU, and we were informed the labour 
of the ascent is amply rewarded by the magnificent view 
from the summit. The road from Midhurst to Bognor has 
good surface, with only one steep hill, being dead-level from 
Chichester. Avoiding fashionable-looking hotels, com- 
fortable quarters were found at the " Royal Park " Hotel 
(west end of the town) ; dinner only 2s. 6A "Pickles" 
had a bathe before dinner, and not content mth that, he 
luust needs have another dip in the afternoon, in spite of 
my remonstrances ; and we were informed that he was the 
first person who has embraced the briny deep at that place 



this year. Time passing rapidly away, we were loth to 
leave the pleasant but quiet parade, but duty said onward. 
Leaving Bognor at four p.m., a level road brought us to 
Slindon, with plenty of work " against the collar " to Bury 
Hill. Resting an hour at the "White Horse," Bury, where 
tea was obtained, anything but good, and ofif again at seven 
p.m. The wind having moderated, an easy ride brought us 
through Pulborough, Billinghurst, and Aldfold, crossways 
to Guildford, arriving at 10.50 p.m. instead of ten as ex- 
pected, owing to taking the wrong road at New Bridge, 
being mis-directed ; resolving to find out the more direct, 
and I believe better road, on some future occasion. The 
distance home was forty-one mQes, and taking into account 
the extra ground covered by losing our way, the total 
score would be eighty-five miles. 

"Pahns op thb 48*s." 



OXFORD. 



The great excitement at present is the Club Races which 
will have come ofif before this appears, as they take place 
on the 3rd. It was a good sign on the 1st when the Captain, 
turning up at the Club Rooms at two p.m., found no one 
to go to Club Run, all reserving themselves for the path in 
the evening. That luckless wight himself, fancying that 
as his schools will be on the 26th, and he will be unable to 
ride against Cambridge on that day, had determined to put 
up with country lanes on a roadster, instead of path on a 
racer, and in consequence had a swinging good ride; the 
day was perfection and the pace in consequence very fair. 
Whether it's owing to the east wind or what, the dust 
seems less thick than usual after the amount of dry 
weather we've been having ; the result is happiness. We 
had an excellent and rapid Club run on the 28bh to Stad- 
hamptom, Berwick, and Benson, 25 miles, roads good, wind 
a point or two behind going out and not much in the way 
coming back. 

The Bishop op Pobk Fat. 



EXCHANGE LIST. 
Wanted to exchange, a 56-inch " Humber " racer for a 
54-inch racer. Machine has had nearly a season's wear. 
Never been ridden on the road. Can be seen at Stamford 
Bridge. — H. Howard Crawley, University College, Gower 
Street, W.C. 
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STRAY NOTES. 

What is the etiquette which should prevail at our 
Annual Road Trial in the matter of uniform ? I have a 
sort of recollection of running very hard last year against 
a brother L.B.C man, who sported cap and badge of another 
Club to which he also belonged. The point of course is a 
minor one, and perhaps hardly worth noting. Still, a 
sentimental grieyance is sometimes more tr3ring than a 
real one, and it would be better, if we can manage it^ to 
avoid all discordant notes on the 17th of this month. 

By the way, our uniforms are curiously conspicuous just 
now by their absence of uniformity. The thick and the 
thin-coated men seem to divide all shades of grey among 
them. The Committee has certainly not taken the matter 
up a bit too soon, and it may now fairly be expected that 
our Club cloth merchant will continue to provide us with 
summer and winter clothing corresponding precisely in 
colour. This hitherto has proved the rock on which we 
have split. 

Funs were plentiful as blackberries on the Saturday 
evening at Hitchin — ^and in the presence of some of our 
quickest wits on record the feast of reason and the flow of 
soul were things to be remembered. We suffered all in 
silence till the mention of Hertfordshire produced a joke 
about half a chair. Then we broke up. 

• ••••• 

These new-fangled county bye-laws are certainly getting 
a little too much for my overtaxed brain. How do matters 
now stand as regards us slaves of the lamp in the county of 
Kent ? Is it or is it not required to show a red light in 
front ? My own impression is that the law was proposed 
but never confirmed. Perhaps some of the Blackheath 
men can relieve our anxiety. 

• ••••• 

As the Russians at Balaclava were to our Light Brigade 
so were the ganders on Godstone Green to our Cazenove. 

A best on record. The two shilling Club tea at the 
" White Hart," Bletchingley. 

• «•••• 

I hear that some of the stupid ones have been writing 
the Editor for an explanation of the " Markis Aurelius " 
joke in last " Stray Notes." They must take it on trust. 
It is really funny, although at the first glance one may not 
think so. It is a joke which grows upon one. 

The L.B.C., although a local Club, is ambitious to include 
the whole habitable globe within its Districts — at least one 
may so conclude, since no bounds have been set to the 
latter. Are they limited by the salt sea waves ? If not, 
then to which District, the N.W. or S.E., should the 
Eermadec Isles belong ? 



In the ''Clayton Arms," Godstone, the S.K men have 
certainly found a very snug place for a festive evening, 
and may be sure of having a right good time with Johns 
at the piano, and a healthy ghost in a back bedroom, for 
the house has the advantage of possessing a genuine goblin. 
To this £&ct more than one luckless South Easter can 
testify. 

• ••••• 

It was only a few nights ago that a night was passed 
under this roof by a giddy youth, who, whether as the 
result of sixty miles in six hours, or from a small quantity 
— a very small — of whisky and water, " dreamed dreams no 
mortal ever dreamt before ; " nor were clanking chains, 
headless hands, and all the rest of the bogie stock-in-trade 
wanting to complete his pleasure. Still he is not happy, 
but says he means to have another turn at the Clayton 
Spirits before long. 

• •*••• 

On dit at Surbiton, that the colony can turn out five 
men willing and able to run five from any other district for 
ten, twenty, or fifty miles. The health of the stables has 
greatly improved since tea and toast and water have been 
entirely substituted for whisky and tobacco. 

Is one justified, in order to prevent a friend from winning 
any bet which may be on between him and oneself con- 
cerning his success in the Bath Trial, in throwing him head 
first out of a first-floor window while he is innocently con- 
versing with a man in the garden below ? Although the 
action may seem unkind it cannot fail to succeed, as it must 
certainly lead to his being scratched. The colony is much 
upset by something like this having been done to one of its 
members by a S.E. excursionist. 

• «••«• 

On Saturday next our Club bard will be at Chigwell, so, 
men of the S.E., turn out in force, for you'll have " a chiel 
amang ye takin' notes, an' faith he'll print 'em." 

• ••••• 

The usual police regulations appear to be in force in tlie 
wilder parts of Japan, as the Treasurer writes that the 
Jinrikshag, those two-wheeled things I mentioned the other 
day, have to carry lanterns after six o'clock or the police 
are down on them. 

He tells of a native plan, however, for evading the law. 
Say your lamp is " under the seat and you are in a hurry." 
It appears the Japanese policemen believe it. Will some 
one try it in Surrey ? 

• • • • ' • « 

He is getting so heavy that horses and coolies appear to 
drop if they try to carry him. How that " Stassen " will 
double up ! 

L'hoioce qui bit. 
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BUDDING HILL 
is situate in a quiet lane leading from Willesden Green 
past Willesden chapel to Neesdon and Kingsbury. From 
the base it appears a mere mound, of too insignificant 
an altitude to attract the sight-seer, yet sufficiently steep 
to be distasteful to the easy-going rider ; but let the rider 
rest on the summit for a few moments, during a spring or 
summer sunset, and he will haye imprinted on his mental 
vision a yerdant picture which may serve, in after life, to 
recall one of the now few remaining bright little spots, near 
town, which the demons brick and mortar will have then 
effaced for ever. Already the railway and building con- 
tractors are on the scene. VEBDAirr Gresn. 



One Milb Haitdioap, for Members only, at StTBBiroK 
Gbouhds, on Tuesday, 25th instant, at 7 p.m. sharp. 

This race is purely unofficial, and is organised by the 
" Surbiton Colony," who hope as many men as possible will 
enter. Handicappers : G. P. Coleman, W. T. Thorn, Jun., 
and Fred M. Williams, to either of whom entries may be 
sent on or before Tuesday, 18th instant. Entrance fee, 2s. 
The prizes will consist of three medals. As the ''Colonists" 
desire to render the meeting as popular as possible, they 
hope entries will not be confined to racing members, and the 
handicappers intend to give extra starts to those using 
roadster machines. The entries and starts will be published 
in the Gazette of the 21st instant. 

Trains leave Waterloo (Main Line) 5.50, calling at 
Clapham Junction at 6.2, and express from Waterloo at 
5.25 and 6.15. 

W. T. Thorn, Hampton Grove, Maple Road, Surbiton, 
will be happy to house machines on the evening before the 
race. 



dorresirxmbtiice. 

CLUB MACHINES. 
To the Editor of the London Bicyde Club Gazette. 

Sir, — The letter to which Mr. Smith alludes in last 
week's Gazettb is, I suppose, one which I wrote more than 
two years ago on this subject, but I see no reason to alter 
the views I then held, and which induced me to suggest a 
plan for more inter-communication between Districts. 

In our name, and in our combined Committee alone, are 
we one Club. For the object for which many of us joined, 
ie,, the making and enjoying a circle of riding acquain- 
tances, we are Jive Clubs, having little or nothing to do 
with each other. GrenenJ Meets, though pleasant enough 
as re-unions of old friends, are of small use for making new 
ones, for, ceteris paribus, the real sociability of a run de- 
creases as the number present increases. The remedy would 
seem, therefore, to lie in the limited introduction of the 
foreign element into the runs of each District 

Various means to facilitate this have been recently pro- 
posed — among others, that of pairing with a man in 



another District for the purpose of exchange, and that of 
purchase outright by the Club of one or more machines for 
each District. The objections to the former would seem to 
be that if you paired with a man you knew well he would 
be an absentee on your own 'cycle while you were visiting 
his District, and that most men with only one machine 
would not care to lend it, nor to borrow that of another. 
The other plan would (taking Mr. Smith's figures, which 
seem reasonable) involve an expenditure of capital which, 
even if the Treasurer could pay it, might need the sanction 
of a General Meeting, and it would, moreover, throw a good 
deal of the cost on men who might never avail themselves 
of the advantages thus bought. It might, perhaps, be pos- 
sible to get enough subscribers to a separate fund either to 
buy or job the District machines throughout the Club, but 
I hardly think so. 

I drift back, therefore, to the scheme (or a modification 
of it) which I formerly suggested, viz. :— Each District 
Captain to arrange, if possible, to take over at a fixed price 
two or three machines from the members of his district — 
not unwieldy or tumble-down craft, but fairly good ones, 
of the value of say £8 or £d each. The purchase-money 
not to be paid over, but the District Captain to keep an 
account of each machine, and to charge a fee of say 2s. 6d. 
per day (suggested as not prohibitive, yet about enough to 
pay for wear and tear), and at the end of the season to 
hand over the half-crowns to the owner, and either return 
the machine or retain it at the lesser valuation for another 
year — care being taken that* the owner made no profit by 
the letting, but only received [the estimated value of the 
wear and tear. This would throw the expense directly on 
to the users, who would of course also pay for breakages. 
If a failure, it would cost nothing in the experiment, and 
if successful the studs could be enlarged or diminished 
according to the requirements of each District. 

This scheme, however, starts with the hypothesis (which 
a great — I may say a very great — ^friend of mine recently 
stigmatized as "gammon,") first, that there are, at all 
events, some men who would occasionally visit another 
district to ride a strange machine, and pay two shillings and 
sixpence for doing so ; and secondly, that there are also 
some men, with second-hand 'cycles, who would, pro bono 
publico, chance the experiment of handing them over to 
their District Captains on some such terms as the above. 

With a view to test these assumptions, will anyone 
feeling an interest in the matter send a line — a Post-card 
would do — ^to the Gazette, with his opinion ? 

At present, it appears to me, we are not only wasting 
the opportunities which we, above all other clubs, might 
possess, of ready access to all the Home Counties, and 
also of a wide selection of chums from the crAne de la 
crime of riding men ; but that, strangely enough, we are 
also wasting the very antidote which lies to our hand, at 
present a drug in a glutted market, in the shape of sound 



Digitized by 



Ljoogle 



64 



LONDON BICYCLE CLUB GAZETTE. 



but superseded bicycles belonging to members who cannot 
get a fair price for them, yet who, on the other hand, 
cannot afford to let them go for nothing. J. Eindbb. 



THE "ILLUSTRATED" ON PERSONAL EFFECTS. 
To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 
Dear Sir, — To show that some L.B.G. men like comfort 
when touring, I will furnish you with a short sunmiary 
of effects I am in the habit of carrying for my master 
on a ten-day trip. He may be, and doubtless is, cracked 
on the luggage question, but he loads me with a large 
black leather multum, and square hand bag over handles^ 
in which he places change coat and breeches, pair of 
trousers, several shirts, socks, change stockings, collars, 
handkerchie&, ties, gloves, mackintosh, brushes, etc., 
tools, etc., and with two lamps. I weigh seventy pounds 
complete, and should a fellow 'cyclist break down as to 
hie handle bag, I am obliged to carry that, together 
with the tool bag and a broken crank of a third man 
as well. When loaded and mounted we scale two 
hundredweight exactly, and both agree that, at the end of 
the day, we are amply repaid, in comfort, for the extra 
pressure during a seventy mile run — ^but not at sixteen 
miles an hour. I am now entering on my third year, and as 
I run so easily my owner says he'll keep me for comfort, and 
varnish me up out of compliment for carrying him thirteen 
miles against wind in an hour on Saturday, and eleven-and- 
a-half over Uxbridge Boad, macadam and tramrails, in 
fifty-seven minutes the day after, and Bath and back at 
Easter. He has also entered me to run in the Bath Trial 
on Whit-Monday. I hope we get heavy roads, and a 
spanking S.W. wind. I turned off from the Club run at 
Hatfield last Saturday, where I might have been recognised 
by my build as, dear sir, yours obediently, 

Ibish Ghallbnoe. 



ROADS IN NORTH FRANCE. 

To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 

Sm, — In 1877, during the blazing hot week following 
the Harrow and Eton Match, three KB.C. members left 
London via Southampton and Havre to Trouville, selecting 
the route Caen (William I.), Bayeux (tapestry), St. Lo 
Coutances (lovely view), Granville (bathing), Avranches 
(firuit), Poutorson (St. Michael's Mount), St. Malo (for the 
lovely Dinard). Here we all broke up, tyreless and 
spokeless. But this description can't be denied. The 
roads are royal but somewhat straight, the grub good, 
the fruit famous, the drink divine (cyder), the charges 
cheap, the natives nice, the sun sultry ; the bathing beats 
all. The scenery must be seen in weather as wondrous, 
and this recommendation is registered as receipt for a 
happy holiday in la belle France. As one proceeds west 
the scenery increases in beauty and grandeur, and tlie 
charge is so moderate that you fancy the people are really 



most delighted to see you. The writer only regrets he did 
not ride farther west, as he would have done on his 'Bus, 
or as you know him better, dear sir, yours obediently, and 
mine comfortably, Irish Ghallbkoe. 

P.S. Latest from America. A friend of mine in New 
York has had his bicycle seized by the Boston Company as 
an infringement on their patent in the States. The machine 
is a " Royal," imforted from England. His friends await 
result of case. 



ROADS IN HOLLAND. 

In accordance with a suggestion by ** L'homme qui Rit " 
in the last issue of the Gazettb, I send what little I know 
on above subject. Three years ago I rode from Rotterdam 
to Alkmaar and back, via The Hague, Haarlem, and Am- 
sterdam. Everywhere narrow flat roads eighteen or twenty 
feet wide were found, paved throughout with bricks, horribly 
rough and uneven in the centre, but for a foot on both 
sides fairly level. With careful steering a good pace could 
be maintained, and with half a gale at my back as I rode 
northwards twelve or thirteen miles in the hour was some- 
times covered. Scenery generally flat, stale, and unprofit- 
able. Along the German Ocean the high rolling sand-dunes 
gave a wild character to the landscape. Hotels are rather 
dear at Rotterdam ; " The New Bath " on the Boompjes, 
and at Amsterdam " The Bible Hotel," are good 

The people are civil and obliging, but their unintelligible 
lingo is a complete bar to all attempts at communicatioQ 
with the natives. A very pleasant week can be spent in 
the country, as there is a good deal in the way of pictures 
and churches to be seen, but I should recomjnend a canoe 
or a sailing-boat as a means of locomotion rather than a 
bicycle. - Ashlbt Baeebtx. 

NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

All contributions must be addressed to "The Editor, 
KB.C. Gazette, 85, Eastcheap, E.C.," and must bear the 
name of the author, though not necessarily for insertion. 

They must be written on one side of the paper only, and, 
if immediate insertion is desired, must be received not lat^r 
than Wednesday morning. 

In future members can advertise sale or ezchanffe of 
machines, etc., in the Gazettb without expense to tnem- 
selvea It is hoped that advantage will be taken of this 
privilege. 

In reply to a request from several members, we have 
arranged with Messrs. Darling to supply portfolios in which 
unbound copies of the Gazette may be kept ; cost is 2s. ; 
stamped on outside with the Club badge. 



To 



ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Zero. — Sorry we cannot insert vour communication, 
do so would be scarcely fair to other competitors. 

Alpha.— Thanks for promise. Shall expect great things. 
The " Stray Notes " department is always open to receive 
casual communications. 



Printed for the Proprietora by Dablino A Son, at the Minerva Steam 
Printing Office, 86, Eastcheap, London, £.C.— May 7, 1880. 



Digitized by 



Cjoogle 



FOR PRIVATE OIROULATION ONLY. 



An Official Record of the Runs, Races, and other Doings of the L.B.C. 



Vol. III. No. 9.] 



ENTERED AT STATIONERS HALL. 
[AU rights reserved.] 



Friday, Mat 14, 1880. 



CONTENTS. 



The Hundred Miles CotiXBe 

Bath 

Bath Trial 

Joint N.E., N.W., and 8.E. Meet., 
Fifty Miles of the Bath Road ... . 

Badng Fixtnres 

Exchange list 

Fixtures for Club Meets 



PAOI 

.. 65 

.. 65 

.. 66 

.. 66 

.. 68 

.. 68 

.. 68 

.. 69 



PAOB 

Evening Race Meetiiig 69 

Continental Roads 70 

Lillie Bridge Groands 71 

The " Colony " Race Meeting .. 71 

Stray Notes 72 

Notices to Correspondents 72 

Answers to Correspondents 72 



THE HUNDRED MILES COURSE. 

Distances. Miles. 

Bath to Devizes 21 

Devizes to Beckhampton Corner 7 

Beckhampton Corner to Marlboro' ... 6 

Marlboro to Hungerford 101 

Hungerford to Newbury 8| 

Newbury to Reading 16 

Reading to Maidenhead 14 

Maidenhead to Hounslow 17 



100 miles. 
Start from Cleyeland Bridge ; finish Hounslow (about half 
a mile London side of junction of Bath and Staines roads). 

For further information concerning the road we refer our 
readers to Vol. I., pages 51 and 65, but the enclosed 
notes are contributed by J. W. Potter and Ashley Barrett, 
who a few days since rode over the course. They direct 
attention to four situations between Bath and Melksham 
where a competitor must exercise care. 

These gentlemen report the road to be in fairly good 
order, though loose in patches between Newbury and 
Maidenhead. The stones near Box Hill have disappeared. 
The landlord of the " Chequers " at Newbury has promised 
to provide competitors between eleven and one o'clock with 
packets of sandwiches, which tliey can at once take away 
with them. 

1. Two and a quarter miles from Bath the road forks. 
Take the left-hand one (the right goes under a bridge). 

2. Five miles from Bath (in the village of Box) the road 
forks. Take the left-hand one by the "Bear" Inn. 

3. Before Corsham the road forks. Take the right-hand 
one (the left goes to Chippenham). 



4. At Corsham (8f miles from Bath) keep straight on at 
cross roads (the right-hand one goes to railway station), 
and 100 yards beyond the cross roads, on reaching some 
curious old almshouses, take the right-hand road to Melk- 
sham (5 miles) ; the road straight on leads to Lacock. 
Hotels Reoomubndbd. 

... "White Lion." 

... "Pelican." 

;.. "Castle and BaU." 

... "Chequers." 

... "Ship "and "George." 

... "White Hart." 

... " Coach and Horses. " 



Bath ''.. 
Devizes 
Marlboro' .. 
Newbury .. 
Reading 
Maidenhead 
Kew ... .. 



BATH. 

I have not much to add to my last week's notice. 

If enough members let me know they are going by any 
one train, I shall arrange for a special carriage, and let 
them know, but at present I do not know. 

The start, as usual, will be from Cleveland Bridge at 7.30 
punctually,' and I shall hope to leave men there and meet 
them at Hounslow in due course. The position, etc., will be 
arranged at Bath. The finish is again the ninth mile 
stone from London. 

After the Trial, tea will be provided at " The Coach and 
Horses," Eew, and I shall be glad to take any reasonable 
amount of baggage to that point. Baths and dressing 
room can be had there also. Jennings has kindly offered to 
be at Newbury, and lunch is arranged for the competitors 
at the " Chequers " there, as it is about half way. Herbert 
will be at the top of Marlborough Hill to take times, and I 
think some one else at Reading if he is looked for. 

Theo. Godlee, Captain. 
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"BATH TRIAL. 
The following is the complete li^t of entries :— 



Alisou, J. W. 
Barrett, Ashley 
Barry, R F. 
Boyer, L. 
Buckler, A, B. 
Butler, A. D. 
Coleman, Dr. 
Crawley, H. H. 
Fowler, A. 
l^ncis, K Q. 
Freeth, H. C. 
Gibbe, G. H. 
Gruggen, A. L. 
Gruggen, R. M. 
Henry, A. 
Hill, W. T. 
Keith-Falconer, Hon. I. 



iKent, G.H. 
'Kinder, J. 

Morris, N. B. 
{ Northcott, W. W. 
: O'Reilly, The 

Potter, J. W. 

PoweU, J. 

Ryan, St. J. A. 

Scott, R. J. 

Smith, W. A, 

Thorn, 0. 

Thorn, W. T., Jun. 

Tylor, A. 0. 

Weeks, E. A. 

Williams, J., Jun. 

Wilson, J. W. 

Wynne, L. 



It may be u well specially to remind rideia of the rules, 
which must be strictly adhered t0 : — 

1. That, subject to Regulation 5, the first ten Members 
completing the distance within 10 hours be presented 
with Gold Medak 

2. That an Honorary Certificate be presented to each 
Member completing the (lietaQce within 10 hours. 

3. That the Member who comes in first be presented with 
the Gold Medal enamelled. 

4. That the Gold Medal be won once only by any Member, 
and no Member winning the Enamelled Medal be 
subsequently entitled to win « Gold Medal. 

5. That Members who have already won the Gold Medal 
be allowed to run for the Enamelled MedaL 

6. That the Enamelled Medal may be won by the same 
Member any number of times. 

7. That University costume be worn, with the addition of 
hat or cap, coat and stockings. 

8. That one Bicycle only be used by each competitor. 

9. That no riding on the/ootpath be allowed, and that any 
Member breaking this Regulation be disqualified. 

JOINT N.E., N.W., AND S.E. MEET 
The splendid weather on Saturday gave every promise 
for a good muster at Chigwell, and for once we were not 
disappointed ; even the N.B. showed up tolerably well. 

The enormous number of nine men gathered at Sybom's 
Corner, including one or two whose faces that important 
position only too rarely sees. One of these wished to visit 
Loughton, but another equally rare feature of Club runs 
this year was picked up, and it was decided, out of compli- 
ment to the S.E. and to encourage their plucky decision to 
cross the river, that the N.E. should make the best of their 
way to Woolwich. This they did by Upton, Plashet, and 
Eaat Ham, and though parts of the road were good it must 



be owned that parts were not quite so, and as Woolwich 
was approached a very much renewed road turned into 
deep shingle just by the new docks, and riding became 
hopeless. Only five went right on to the pier. Hindley 
waited about a mile off, and the other three started for 
Chigwell in advani^e. From the pier a decided mass of 
grey on the opposite side of the river showed that the 
visitors were in force, and very soon the Southerners joined 
the home party. 

Thanks to the energetic efforts of the District Captain 
and the inherent energy of the District, sixteen S.E. mem- 
bers assembled for the invasion. Of these, eight gathered 
at the usual place in Croydon at 3.30 p.m. and rode to 
Lewisham, where they found a local guide who had been 
sent to convoy them on to Blackheath. At the corner of 
the heath 'they were joined by three men, and the twelve 
rode together over the roughest of macadam roads to 
Woolwich. On the jner A. P. Trotter and F. P. Leon 
were found waiting, and before the boat started the party 
was further augmented by J. Kinder and R. J. Scott 

It was nearly 5.80 before the joint muster left North 
Woolwich, and after the sea beach and a sudden freak of 
the Captain's in leading the whole company across country 
with the remains of one or two hedges in the way, a very 
fair pace was made for ChigwelL Perhaps tiiey were 
hungry ; perhaps the S.E. men (one of whom had ridden 
up from Brighton that afternoon) thought they ought not 
to give in to N.E. men, and vice-vend; at any rate, the 
Captain set a pace which the South-East District Captain 
asserted his men would not ride down south, and the whole 
party kept up without a murmur, till nearing Chigwell 
a certain hill induced various and sundry to dismount. 
From that point there was an easy run down, and then in 
very good order Chigwell Hill was slowly mounted and the 
" King's Head " reached. Here the N.W. and a few N.E. 
were waiting, and leady for tea, so, after a hasty wash, the 
last arrivals were aUe to walk straight in to a very good tea. 
The West, too, was ably represented by A. H. Koch, whose 
presence so far east was not more astonishing than it was 
acceptable. 

Tea discussed, and all pecuniary matters with some 
trouble at an end, Alison and Koch were off from the 
east at once. Then the hardridingest of the S.E. also were 
off for a ride home, and the N.W. soon followed, and at 
8.30 some S.E., under convoy of the main N.E. party, set 
off for Woodford Station, and Scott and Tylor for Woodford 
itself. 

By nine o'clock the last party, consisting of F. !M. 
Williams, J. Bander, and E. H. Hindley, accompanied by 
the Captain under pretence of showing the road, started 
for Abridge, where the last named, after an hour or so 
chat, left the others for the night, and quietly rode home. 
He would state, for the information of the Abridge trio, 
that he did not dismount before Whip's Cross. 
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Great honour ia due to the S.R for their first crossiDg of 
the hitherto impafisable barrier, and I hope the N.R will 
be OS energetic when their turn comes for invasion. 
Present : JV^^.— Ernest Barrett, T. Child, C. Child, G. H. 
Gibbs, R. Gibbe, Hindley, Jolly, Long, Nevill, Sharman, 
Webster, two visitors, and Theo. Godlee. 8.E.—A. Barker, 
A. Bishop, E; H. Carr, C. Dicker, M. Dicker, W. Johns, 
J. Kinder, R P. Leon, L. R Mumby, C. R Parker, A. P 
Trotter, R. J. Scott, C. Shard, A, 0. Tylor, J. Williams, 
and with the N.W. addition forty-two men in all sat down 
to tea. Thbo. Godlbb, Captain. 

Westerit Distbict. 

May 1st.— The run to "The Bells at Ouseley" was 
successfully carried out by five members, roads reported to 
be in very fair condition. Present : G. R Law, J. W. 
Langmore, R Naylor, C. Newman, F. W. Morris. 

May 8th. — ^The favourite run to Bipley only brought 
five riders to the starting place at Hammersmith Bridge, 
and there being some misunderstandiog as to the time of 
departure, two men had left the rendezvous at 3.15 and 
were found at Ripley. At 3.45 p.m., the route was taken 
over Bamee Common, up Roehampton Lane, and Kingston 
Hill, then turning to the left they rode through Maiden 
and Worcester Park to Epsom, (this bye road was plenti- 
fully stoned and barely rideable) up Astead Hill, very 
loose, but ridden by all the party, and so on to Leather- 
head. La'W deserves a word of praise for the feat of riding 
to Quarry Hill. The road was again found very stony, until 
Effingham was passed, when it became very good. At this 
point, the superior surface tempted the two aspirants for 
Bath honours to put on the steam, and they rode hard to 
Ockham, where they got some tea, and arrived at Ripley 
just after the others had dismounted. Here the District 
Captain was kindly relieved of his charge by Mr. Law, who 
promised to bring the men home, as they, t.«. Northcott 
and the D.C. did not deem it advisable to stay to tea in 
their damp clothes, so turned homewards at once. It is 
noteworthy that Bed Hill is in a remarkably smooth con- 
dition. Distance about 50 miles. Present : C. R Law, 
E. Naylor, W. W. Northcott, A. L. Radford, and 

W. A. Smith, Dist. Capt. 
N.B. — ^AIl runs in future start at 3.45 p.m. 

S.W. DiBTMCT. 

The muster at the " Griffin '' consisting of five members 
proved illusory, as only two were prepared to take part in 
the ran ; the other three, who had already ridden. West 
some seven miles, considering our destination too far for 
an afternoon ride, contented themselves with only seeing 
the start. At Moukey we were joined by Holdsworth, 
Buckler, and Henry, and proceeded by Apps Court, Walton, 
and Weybridge, to Byfleet corner. Here, after crossing 
the river Wey, we struck into some narrow lanes in the 
direction of Firford, but after numerous windings we came 



to an apparently abrupt conclusion on the private lawn of 
Westhall Lodge. Our position seemed peculiar, and it 
became a. dubious question which would be the better 
method of the two — to proceed by this path towards the 
stable buildings, or to retrace our course for a mile or so 
back to Byfleet ; the former notion was soon adopted, and 
resulted in our being noticed by the proprietor's dogs, 
which accorded us the usual salutations. On inquiring 
our way to Pirford we were politely told that we might 
proceed, as there was a drive from here leading into the 
Pirford road, but that the route was, strictly speaking, 
private. Soon after regaining the main road we diverged, 
leaving the direct route through Woking, and taking the 
more circuitous one by Newark Priory to Ripley, where 
Potts was expected to join us ; but he, owing to the intima- 
tion in the Gazbttb that we should probably ride by Woking, 
had gone there with Scott, of the West, to meet us. As 
we passed close to Newark Priory, we took the opportunity 
of visiting these crumbling remains, which appear to date 
irom the twelfth century. The comparatively sinail portion 
of these early English ruins that remain after this long lapse 
of time render it difficult to trace the outline of the 
original plan, and it is to be hoped that the unfortunate 
failure of our combined efforts to throw a^y further light 
upon this interesting question will be wholly attributed to 
the difficult nature of the task we had undertaken. On 
arriving at Ripley we found that a detatchment of West 
men had already arrived, more being shortly expected. 
Chippendale, of the S.R, had ridden over from Farnham, and 
returned with us to the "Stoke Hotel" at Guildford. Both 
during the tea and afterwards our numbers gradually in- 
creased, for besides being joined by Potts and White, who 
reside in the neighbourhood, Freeth and Naylor called in 
upon us at the ''weedy" stage of the proceedings. The 
tea was both cheap and satisfactory, consisting of the usual 
supply of eggs, etc., at Is. 6d. per head. Partly perhaps in 
consequence of the conversation turning upon the question 
of the imminent race, it was 8.30 p.m. before any start was 
made for home. As runs in the direction of Guildford have 
been frequent lately, to enable the S.W. men residing in 
this direction to take part in them, it was a satisfaction to 
regular members that they had so far varied the run as to 
bring them through some new tracts of country — ^for none 
of us had previously vi^ted the approaches and lawn of 
Westliall Lodge, and few had inspected the ruins of Newark 
Priory. Members who joined the run within five miles of 
Kingston were Ryan, Holdsworth, Buckler, Henry, and 
Gruggen ; and those who subsequently appeared, either on 
the road at or after tea, were Chippindale, Potts, White, 
Scott, Freeth, and Naylor. 



N.W. DiSTEICT. 

May 8. The N.W. District wafl honoured on Saturday 
by the presence, at "Jack Straw's/' of the enamelled 
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medallist of 1879, A. H. Koch. W^ are sorry not to have 
taken him over better roads, but then they were not in our 
district. Nine men proceeded by Highgate and Grouch End 
to Homsey, where W. J. Williams tacked on and Hindley 
was called upon, but had just flown. The roads through 
Wood Oreen and Tottenham, never very good, seemed 
looser and worse than ever, and they continued nearly as 
bad through Higham Hill and Ghingford to Woodford. At 
the top of the steep and now unrideable hill on which 
Ghingford Old Ghurch stands, a short halt was made to 
examine the picturesque ruins and scan the landscape, 
which is very extensive from here, and on a fine day well 
worth stopping to admire. By way of Ghingford Green, 
Ghingford Hatch, Woodford (where the S.W. District 
Gaptain was encountered, bent on business), and Snakes 
Lane, GhigweU was reached at 6.25. Half-a-dozen men 
were waiting, and several others dropped in, including 
Disney, but the main body of twenty-four N.E. and 
S.E. did not arrive till half-an-hour later, by which 
time the first arrivals were beginning to crave for 
food. The " King's Head " put a good meat tea on 
the table for 38., plus attendance ; considering the 
numbers, however, it must by N. W. men at least be marked 
dear. Dr. Langmore accompanied us on our homeward 
journey, which was accomplished by Woodford, Waltham- 
stow, Tottenham, and Hornsey, without anything happening 
beyond a treadle-pin snapping on the Spaniard's Hill, 
luckily near home. "Jack Straw's" 10.10 p.m. The 
roads for the greater part were loose and bad owing to 
the want of rain, but were decidedly better this side of 
Hornsey. Distance 17^ and IS miles, total 32^ miles. 
Present: Alison, Aiken, Anderson, Disney, Hill, A. H. Koch, 
Langmore, Metcalfe, E. H. Pollock, Price, W. J. Williams, 
and NoBMAH B. Monais, Dist. Gapt. 

FIFTY MILES OF THE BATH ROAD. 
Having appointed to meet two colonists at Newbury, on 
their way up from Bath on the 9th, we (Thorn and Weeks) 
made a start at 6.30 and had a merry spin through Staines 
and Windsor to Maidenhead. Here we found several 
Templars (remains of Dark Blue and Temple Meet), and 
succeeded in obtaining breakfast with some difficulty. At 
ten we left, and with a fair wind ran into Reading very 
comfortably by ten minutes to eleven. Road inclined to 
be loose, especially for about a mile half-way, which was 
very rotten. From Reading to Newbury the surface was 
all more or less loose, and again a very bad mile just 
half-way, also any amount of fresh and flinty gravel, 
through a village (Thatcham, I think) about three miles this 
side of Newbury. Strolled Batliwards before dinner, but 
saw nothing of the would-be medallists, and mindful of the 
bad state of roads from Maidenhead to Surbiton, we dined 
and left at 2.60, so as to reach home by dark. What with 
wind and loose roads this was quite as much as I, at least, 



bargained for ; however, the return journey was completed 
by 8.30. All roads much in want of rain, without a good 
fall of which and, ergo, a decided change of wind, medals 
will want a heap of getting on Monday. Distance 110 miles. 

==^____ E. A.W. 
RAGING FIXTURES. 
May 15th. — London University GoUege, Stamford Bridge. 
May 17th.— Road Trial, 100 miles. 
May 18tL— Two Miles Handicap, Invitation Race, Dark 

Blue Bicycle Glub. 
May 22nd. — ^La Grosse Club, 1 mile Handicap, Stamford 

Bridge. 
May 20, 22, 26, 28, 29.— G.U.Bi.G. Easter Term Races, 

Cambridge. 
May 25th.— One Mile Handicap (for members only), at 

Surbiton. 
May 26th.— G.U.Bi.C. v. D.B.B.G., 2, 10, and 25 miles at 

Cambridge. 
May 29th.— C.U.Bi.G. v. L.B.G., 1, 4, and 15 miles at 

Cambridge. 
May 29th. — ^L.A.G. First Summer Meeting (3 mQes 

BicvcKrHandicap, open to amateurs), Stam- 
ford Bridge. 
June 5th. — Pickwick B.C. Race Meeting, Stamford 

Bridge. 
June 5tL — ^Dewsoury B.C. Race Meeting. 
June 5th. — Croydon B.C., Crystal Palace. 
June 12th.— Kingston Bicycle Glub, Surbiton Running 

Groundb. 
June 12th. — Stanley B.C. Race Meeting, Page's Ground, 

Tufnell Park. 
June 19th. — London B.C. Annual Race Meeting, Stamford 

Bridge. 
June 19tL — Private Banks Cricket and -Athletic Glub 

Race Meeting. 
June 24th. — Tufnell B.G. Race Meeting, Page's Ground. 

Tufnell Park. 
June 26th. — L.A.C. Second Summer Meeting (4 miles 

Bicycle Handicap, open to amateurs), Stam- 
ford Bridge. 
July 3rd. — Civil Service B.C. Race Meeting. 
July 10th. — Belgrave B.C. Race Meeting (1 mile open to 

amateurs), Stamford Bridge. 
July 17tL— Gresham Athletic Glub, Stamford Bridge. 
July 2l8t. — Eastbourne B.C. Race Meeting. Three open 

Amateur events. 
July 24th. — ^Lombard B.G. Race Meeting, Gatford Bridge. 
July 24th.— Arion B.C., Stamford Bridge. 
July dlst. — Railway Clearing House, Stamford Bridge. 
July 31st. — ^Brighton B.C. Annual Race Meeting. 
Aug. 28th. — South London Harriers, Stamford Bridge. 
Sept. 11th.— I. Zingari B.C., Stamford Bridge. 
Sept. 18th. — Surrey B.C. Autumn Race Meeting, Een- 

nington OvaL 
Sept. 25th.— Druids B.C., Stamford Bridge. 
Oct. 2nd. — ^L.A.G. Autumn Meeting, Stamford Bridge. 
Nov. 6th. — L.A.G. Winter Meeting, Stamford Bridge, 

EXCHANGE LIST. 
Wanted to exchange, a 56-inch "Humber" racer for a 
54-inch racer. Machine has had nearly a season's wear. 
Never been ridden on the road. Can be seen at Stamford 
Bridge. — H. Howard Crawley, University College, Qower 
Street, W.G. 
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FIXTURES FOR CLUB MEETS. 



Date. 



N.K 



N.W. 



W. 



S.W. 



S.E. 
Croydon DiviiioiL 



S.E. 
BlAckheath Division. 



Mat 16.— no RUN. 






4.0. "The Griffin,'* 
Kingston, for 

Povey's Cross to 
meet S.E. 



4.15 Central Croy- 
don Station for 
Fovey's Cross. Tea 
at << Black Horse/* 
Horley. MeetS.W. 
ftBlackheathDiv. 



8.80 Old Lewisham 
Church for Povey's 
Cross. Tea at the 
••Black Horse," 
Horley. MeetS.W. 
and Croydon Div. 



I 



8.80 Lea Bridge 
Boad, 8.45 Sy- 
bom's Comer for 
Havering. 



8.45 •'Jaok Straw's 
Castle" for Essen- 
don. 



8.45 Harlesden 
Green for Biok- 
mansworth. 



4.0 ••The GriflBn,** 
Kingston, for 
Dorking. 



4.16 Central Croy- 
don Station for 
Penahurst. Meet 
Blackheath Divi- 
sion. 



4.15 Old Lewisham 
Church for Pens- 
hurst. Meet Croy- 
don Division. 



I 



8.80 Lea Bridge 
Road, 8.46 Sy- 
bom's Comer for 
Harbw. 



8.45 ''JVok Straw's 
Castle" for St. 
Alban's. 



8.45 Addison Boad 
Station for Sander- 
stead. 



4.0 "The Griffin," 
Kingston, for 

Betchwo(rth. Meet 
S.E. 



4.15 Central Croy- 
don Station for 
Betchworth. Meet 

aw. 



4.15 Old Lewisham 
Church for Shore- 



S J:. District Wednesday Evening Buns. Meet at Central Croydon Station, 7 p.m.— May 12th, to Caterham. 

II If 11 II May 19th, to Merton (Temperanoe Hotel). 



EVENING RACE MEETING. 
May 5th. — At Stamfobb Bjudob Grounds. 

The attendance was not large, but the racing was 
excellent. There were thirty-nine entries for the Open 
Three Miles Handicap, and twenty-nine put in an 
appearance. Each of the four preliminary heats produced 
a close contest, and in the final Cortis showed us some 
very good riding, making a very fine finish with J. R. 
Hamilton. 

Three Miles HA2n)iOAP (Open). 

First Heat : J. R. Hamilton, Druids B.C., 130 yds., first ; 
Lacy HiUier, Stanley B.C., 240, t; S. Kemp, Pickwick B.C., 
260, t ; W. Wyndham, London B.C., 150, ; F. Rendell, 
Civil Service B.C., 350, ; D. T. Lawrence, introduced, 
390, 0. Rendell, who quickly passed Lawrence, led at 
the end of two miles, when he was passed by Hillier and 
Eemp. The two latter were in turn overtaken by Hamilton, 
who rode in fine form. A hundred yards from home 
Hamilton took the lead, with Eemp second, and Rendell 
and Hillier close up. Hamilton kept his lead to the finish, 
and won by four yards. Hillier came with a rush in the 
last eighty yards, and ran a dead heat with Kemp for 
second place. Time, 9 min. 31 / sec. 

Second Heat : H. L. Cortis, Wanderers B.C., scratch, 1 ; 
H. V. aeaver, L.B.C., 140 yds., 2; CD. Vesey, Surrey 
B.C., 200, ; E. W. Jenkins, Christchurch B.C., 250, ; 
G. R. Oxx, Surrey B.C., 290, ; J. H. PuUin, B.T.C., 
320, ; W. G. Nutkins, Middlesex B.C., 390, ; W. S. 
Stegall, Druids B.C., 400, 0. Stegall, who rode well, 
retamed his lead till the tenth lap. In the meantime 



Cortis had steadily gained on Cleaver, and the pair 
having lefb the rest behind, at last gave Stegall the 
go-by. In the last lap Cortis shook Cleaver ofiP, and won 
by three yards. Cleaver being six yards in front of the third 
man. Time, 9 min. 38f sec. 

Third Heat : W. T. Thorn, L.B.C., 140 yds., 1 ; M. J. 
Dundas, I Zingari B.C., 260, 2 ; E. H. Morgan, Great 
Yarmouth B.C., 280, ; J. H. G. Hart, Rangers B.C., 310, 
; E. Tyler, Surrey B.C., 820, ; J. W. Howard, CivQ 
Service B.C., 870, ; W. T. HiU, L.B.C., 400, 0. Dundas, 
passing the longer start men, held the lead till the eleventh 
lap. In the last hundred yards Thorn drew level with him, 
and though Dundas gamely responded when challenged. 
Thorn finished at a rattling pace five yards in front. Time, 
9 min. 31f sec. 

Fourth Heat: F. K. Laver, Druids B.C., 170yds., 1; 
R. A. Woolnough, Rovers B.C., 210, 2 ; J. F. Griffith, 
Surrey B.C., 150, ; A. Herbert, L.B.C., 260, ; W. P. 
English, Canonbury B.C., 330, ; J. S. Oxx, Surrey B.C., 
380, ; 0. Thorn, L.B.C.,400, 0; J.Cole, Chelsea B.C.,400, 0. 
Woolnough and Laver steadily made their way to the firont, 
and it was a fine race between them, though Laver in the 
end won by ten yards. Griffith, with the shortest start, 
did not show prominently till quite the end, when he rode 
grandly. But it was too late, he could not quite get up to 
Woolnough, the latter being second. Time 9 min. 34| sec. 

Final Heat : H. L. Cortis, scratch, 1 ; J. R. Hamilton, 
130 yds., 2 ; M. J. Dundas, 260, 3 ; H, V. Cleaver, 140, ; 
W. T. Thorn, 140, ; F. K. Laver, 170, ; R. A. Wool- 
nough, 210, ; Lacy Hillier, 240, ; S. Kemp, 260, 0. At 
the end of the first mile Dundas led, with Kemp second 
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and Hillier third. At the completion of the second mile 
Dundas still led, but Hamilton was fast ^losing up. Two 
laps later Gortis passed all his men with the exception of 
Dundas and Hamilton, and going after these in grand style 
he headed them before the final turn for home, winning a 
fine race by a yard. Time, 9 min. 20} sec. 

NoviCB Racb, Onb Milk (Club). 

E. S. Price, 1 ; J. M. Cazenove, 2 ; A. Heniy, ; F. F. 
Barry, 0. The race requires little descri];)tion. Price 
took the lead soon after the start, and maintained it to the 
end. Barry fell in the first lap and retired, while Henry 
was outpaced throughout. 

The handicapping was excellent and arrangements gene- 
rally very satisfactory, but the cold wind must, we fear, 
have chilled the ladies in the grand stand. 

One melancholy feature of the Meeting was the per- 
formance of the Novices ; sixteen were entered, and only 
four put in an appearance. We do not wish in any way to 
detraict from Pnce's victory, but it is hardly fair for men 
to enter in such a race, and then when all is arranged for 
the heats and so on to simply drop it. We noticed almost 
idl the men on the ground, but some had no machine, or 
no clothes, or would run if others would. As it was a 
scratch race of course the Committee could not put many 
in a heat, and thus a great deal of time had to oe simply 
wasted, and the company disappointed by one instead of 
five races. We fear Novices are a fluctuating body, and 
that a threat of not holding the race will be a somewhat 
impotent one, but we much aoubt if the Bacing Committee 
will give them a chance next year» 



CONTINENTAL ROADS. 



KOBMAISTDT, BELGIUM, AJND NBiaHBOUBHOOD OF THE RHINE. 

''Khomme q^ui rit" does so much to amuse us every 
week that I thmk it onlv fair, when he proffers a mild 
request, to respond as far as it in mv power ; and I 
truist others will follow my example. The worthv gentle- 
man wants some "tips" about foreign roads. Well, I have 
travelled on wheels through Normandy and part of Germany, 
not to mention about two miles and a half of Switzerland, 
and half a mile round an open space in front of Luxemberg 
Station. 

The roads in Normandy are splendid, and in Picardy fair» 
with a tendency to paving-stones. In the former provinces 
I have found the roads better north of the Seine, but the 
hotels dearer, and the scenery not nearly so good, as in the 
country south of that river.' There is also a much larger 
English element up north, and our fellow-countrymen do 
not as a rule show to great advantage abroad. A most 
enjoyable tour can be made by landing at Dieppe and 
visitmg Rouen, Evreux, AleuQon, Mayenne, Avranches, 
Mont St. Michel, Oranville, St. Lo, Bayeux, Caen, 
Trouville, Havre, and back to Dieppe. In nearly all 
these towns there are large cathedrals, and Rouen, Mont 
St. Michel, St. Lo, Bayeux, Caen, and Le Havre are well 
worth two or three days' sojourn. If the L.B.C. man 
travelling in this part of the country consults the local 
guide-books, he will be much struck with the fact that the 
English were kicked out of nearly every important town. 
How tiiese English got there history does not relate, but 
the fact that they were turned out is much dilated upon. 
There are numbers of long hilk, but they are so beautimlly 
engineered that they are nearly all rideable, but the rider 
should be careful about flying those into the villages, as the 



villages are nearly all paved, if I may be allowed to invent 
a word. In most of .the departments the kilometre stones 
are in capital order, and there are numerous sign-posts. On 
the first house in ea/di village there is usually affixed an 
iron plate with the name of the village and the distance from 
the last and to the next ona The department of Calvados 
is an exception to the rule. I may mention that a kilometre 
is as nearly as possible five-eighths of a mile, and a league 
two and a half miles. The French people are most cour- 
teous, though the faiir sex in the country villages are 
rather fond of giggling at the passing 'cyclist. I have 
ridden over a thousand miles in France, and have only 
once been told that my wheel was going round, and that 
was by an English tourist. The rule of the road is the 
same as that in Germany, namely, the opposite to the 
English rule. The German roads down the Rhine are 
rough, but perfectly rideable, and there is no occasion for 
me to dilate on the scenery. The hotels are, however, 
much dearer than those in France. It is quite unnecessary 
to know any German, English will do quite well all along 
the banks of the river while it runs in German territory. 

I have never ridden in Bekium, but from what I have 
seen from the railway train I snould think they were quite 
unrideable, as they appear to be paved down the centre, 
and the sides very rutty and dusty. It is unadvisable to 
travel on wheels during July and August on account of the 
intense heat ; the gkre on some of the roads is also veiy 
trjring. The food in both France and Germany is good, 
but not very suitable to ride on, that is to say, if the rider 
is not blessed with the digestion of an ostrich. A passport 
will be found very useful, though not absolutely indispen- 
sable. It will often admit the bearer to a picture gallery, 
and to this day the French ffend'armes m the villages 
cannot understand that a traveller can be without one. If 
any L.B.C. men think of travelling in Normandy or down 
the Rhine this season, I shall be happy to furnish them with 
a list of the hotels I hare stayed at. " L'homme qui rit" 
would, no doubt, forward a letter to me. — ^Yours tnuy, 

Kappa. 

dekmare and sweden. 
At a time when members are arranging their summer 
tours, it may not be out of place for me to suggest 
a route which I believe would yield much pleasure to the 
tourist and many colupins of interesting matter to the 
Gazette. It is as follows : Steamer nom London to 
Hamburg, thence ride to Kiel, whence a dai^ steamer plies 
to Eorsor in Sealand. From Eorsor to Copenhagen by 
road. Copenhagen is a most charming city m itself, and 
the neighbourhood abounds in beautiful roads through 
beech forests, with views over the Sound and the coast of 
Sweden opposite. Especially should the poetic English 
bicyclist nde to Elsinore, and drop a silent tear over the 
tomb of Hamlet, which he will find conveniently situated 
in the grounds of a sort of Danish Roshervule. The 
charms of Sealand being exhausted, a steamer will carry 
the tourist and his macmne to Malm5, in Sweden, whence 
he has a practically endless stretch of pleasantly undulating 
or flat countiy as far as the head of the GuLT of Bothnia 
and the Arctic Circle. Probably the best route would be 
from Malmo to Stockholm, and thence to Gothenburg ; or, 
on reaching Stockholm, if he has had^ enough riding, an 
extremely pleasant trip may be had in a steamer from 
Stockholm to Gothenburg by the Gotha Canal, the big 
lakes and the Falls of TroUhattan. From Gothenburg 
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steamers ran to London and to Hull in about two and a 
half or three daya. If any member thinks of carrying out 
my suggestion I must caution him that I cannot answer 
for the road surface except as fax as Sealand is concerned, 
this howeyer could be easily ascertained by writing to the 
British Consuls at Hamburg and Gothenburg or Stockholm. 
The general nature of the country is certainly suitable, 
and I fiilly believe the roads will be found fair if not good. 
As to language, German and English are understood by 
most educated Banes and Swedes, and a few useful 
sentences of Danish may easily be acquired bv any member 
who may not already know that language. Onl^ regretting 
that I am not able to test my own prescription, I am, 
yours truly, Thb S.K D.C.'s Sub. 

LILLIE BRIDGE GROUNDS. 
Two Miles Handicap (Open). 

The abore race, promoted by the well-known firm of 
Messrs. Humber, Marriott, and Cooper, was brought off on 
Saturday last, the 8th inst., in very cold weather, which 
no doubt kept a good many away who would otherwise 
hare been there. It was very well attended, neyertheless, 
and the racing, which commenced at a quarter to three, 
was brought to an early conclusion at seyen o'clock. The 
race was diyided into ten heats, the first in each heat to 
run in the second round ; then the names of the winners 
were drawn for the second round, first two in the final, which 
left only four men to ctmtest for the only prize, a new 
''Humber" bicycle, which resulted in the well-earned 
victory of A. Herbert by two feet. Appended is the 
result : — 

First Heat : W. Butcher, St. Ives B.C., 160 yards start, 
1 ; A. Hodges, Temple B.C., 350, 2 ; M. Pardo, Middlesex, 
250, 0. Butcher got on even terms with the leading man 
at half distance, and won easily by six yards. 

Second Heat : H. Peters, Uxbridge B.C., 250 yards start, 
1 ; 0. D. Vesey, Surrey B.C., 220, «. Vesey got level with 
Peters at the end of the second lap, but Peters, sta3ring the 
best, won by fifty yards. 

Third Heat : H. Huler, Orescent B.G., 800 yards start, 1 ; 
T. Golder, Brixton B.C., 270, 2 ; W. A. Heasman, Invicta 
B.C., 300, 0; H. V. Baker, Druids B.C., 235, 0. Baker 
went off at a great pace, but could not get up to the 
leaders, who were riding well together, Huler in the end 
winning by a bare yard. 

Fourth Heat : W. Brown, Kent B.C., 260 yds., 1 ; J. T. 
T. Brumskill, 270, 2 ; L, P. Reynolds. 320, ; W. Agate, 
Crescent B.C. 350, 0. Agate made the pace at starting, 
but Brown, catching him at the end of the second lap, came 
away an easy wmner by 40 yards. Time 6 min. 80l sec. 

Fifth Heat : C. Tyler, 255 yds., 1 ; 0. Thorn, London 
B.C., 820, ; T. Wiite, Bournemouth B.C., 250, ; J. 
Hill, Surbiton B.C., 350, 0. Tyler and Thorn soon ran 
through their men, who, racing well to the finish, Tyler 
just landed by 15 yards. Time 6 min. 24^ sec. 

Sixth Heat : H. L. Cortis, Wanderers B.C., 1 ; E. Hodges, 
Temple B.C., 340, 2 : G. R. Oxx, Surrey B.C., 250, ; B. 
Hewett, 320, ; W. R Akrovd, Surrey B.C., 310, 0. Oxx 
got the lead at the end of the first lap, but the champion 
coming up hand over hand, and catchinf^ him in the next 
lap, just won by three yards. Time 6 mm. 85} sec. 

Seventh Heat : R. A. Woolnough, Rovers B.C., 180 yds., 
1 ; H. Garland, Highgate B.C., 810, 2 ; W. T. Thorn, 
London B.C., 120, ; C. T. Davis, Lombard B.C., 275, ; 
G. S. Phillips, Centaur B.C., 270, 0. Woolnough soon got 



into the first place. Thorn coming up slowly, owing to the 
course being in such a bad state, but could not get near the 
leaders, Woohiough winning by three yards. Time 6 min. 
13 £ sec. 

Eighth Heat : A. Herbert, London B.C., 940 yds., 1 ; E. 
Tyler, Surrey B.C., 260, 2 ; M. Cassenose, London B.C., 
300, ; D. Hebnore, Kensington B.C., 275, 0. Herbert 
got the lead at the end of the fourth lap, and coming away 
won easily by thirty wds. Time 6 min. 48 see. 

Ninth Heat : £. W. Jenkins, Ghristchurch B.C., 310 
yds., 1 ; T. Kemp, Pickwick B.C., 240, 2 : A. Levett, 275, 0. 
Jenkins had the lead all the way, and won by 80 yards. 
Time 6 min. 23f sec. 

Tenth Heat : H. J. Swindley, Kensington B.C., 280 yds., 
1 ; R. G. Evans, Gresham B.C., 850, 2 ; D. H. Lawrence, 
850, 0. Swindley ^ot the lead in the third lap, and 
coming away won easily by 20 yards. Time 6 min. 21^ sec. 

8B00KD ROUND. 

(First two in each beat to run in final) 
First Heat : Herbert, 240 yds., 1 ; Huler, 200, 2 ; 
Tyler, 255, 8 ; Peters, 250, ; Butcher, 160, 0. Herbert 
soon caught Huler, and the two goin^ on together made 
a good race of it, the others not bemg in it ; Herbert, 
coming Away in the final, came in first by two yurds. Time 
6 min. 18f sec. 

Second Heat: Woolnough, 180yds., 1 ; Jenkins, 810, t; 
Brown, 260, t ; Cortis, scratch, 4 ; Swindley, 280, 0. 
Jenkins kept the lead for two laps, when Woolnough got 
on level terms with him and Swindley, the three keeping 
well together till coming down the final straight in the last 
lap but one, Woolnough came from the outside to the 
inside right in front of Swindley, and just touched his front 
wheel and nearly upset him ; Cortis coming up thereby 
could not make headway on the uneven ground, the three 
leaders keeping well together for the rest of the distance. 
Woolnough just mana^ to win by a bare foot, Jenkins 
and Brown dead heat for second, Cortis a few yards behind. 
Time 6 min. 14^ sec. A protest being lodged against 
Woolnough for unfair riding, the judge properly disqualified 
him firom the final. 

Final Heat : Herbert 1, Brown 2, Jenkins 3, Huler 4. 
A very fine race. Herbert rushed into first place at the 
end of a mile, but was very soon passed by Brown, who 
tried his hardest to fl;et away but could not, the men all 
riding well together, the pace by this time being fairly good. 
At the commencement of the last lap Brown was leading, 
but was soon passed by Herbert, who seemed as if he was 
goinj^ to win easy, but rounding the last corner Brown came 
up with a rush, and Hevbert, having just a little bit left, 
managed to win a fine race by a jrard ; ten yards between 
second and third. Time 6 min. 10} sec. The times were 
taken by G. P. Coleman, the official timekeeper. 

THE "COLONY" RACE MEETING, 
On May 25th at Surbiton Training Grounds. 
Competitors may practice on this course on pajnoient of 
6d. Messrs. Thorn, Coleman, and Williams will be glad 
to receive entries for the One Mile Handicap (fee 28.). It 
is hoped that roadsters will be well represented, as they 
will receive very liberal treatment from the handicappeis. 

APP0I5TMBNT BY " Thb Umion."— We are informed 
that G. P. Coleman has been appointed " Official Time- 
keeper" by the above. 
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STRAY NOTES. 

I notice in an editorial, on April 16th, a reference to a 
road race near Hungerford on wldt Monday. I can cap 
this with an announcement of a one-and-a-half miles Bicycle 
Handicap on the road near Marlboro' on the same day, and 

concerning which the latter town is placarded. 

• ♦ • •^^ • 

Mine host of the "Chequers'* at Newbury says there 
is no likelihood of interference by the authorities with our 
Road Trial, if men only use ordinary care and discretion * 

when passing through towns en rmite, 

• •• # • • 

From the road-side. — Hodge, UjuUur : " Hi, gnyner, yo 

starves yer 'orse — ^'is ribs is showin'." 

• ••••• 

A piece for which a long and successful run may be 

predicted — Our Bayce. 

• •♦ • • • 

It strikes me, if any Bath competitor should be weak 
enough to take advice firom intelligent friends, and endea- 
vour to arrange his food and pace according to their notions, 
his fftte will be that of the man who, in the days of jSlsop, 
travelled with hb son and an as$. One intelligent friend 
says, " Put it on at the beginning, and bucket along your 
hsordest to the finish ;" while another whispers, " Reserve 
yourself, and let those who will make the running over the 
rocky first twenty miles." One swears by Soupsquares, 
and another pins his &ith to dry biscuits. Beer, tea, and 
champagne and lime juice all have their enthusiastic 
advocates. My idea is that each should stick to what he 
knows best suits him — our idiosyncracies must have been 
pretty well ascertained during the last twelve months' 

riding. 

• ••••• 

To struggle on to the bitter end, and fight it out 
through mud and mire till one drops exhausted from the 
saddle, may be very foolish ; still there is a sort of British 
pluck about it which somehow makes one respect the men 
who were silly enough to do so last vear. Being, I fear, of the 
butterfly order myself, I think I snould have said cut bono 
in the neighbourhood of Marlborough, and so have tumbled 
into a guard's break on the South Western. 

• ♦ ♦ ♦ • • 

As usual, the Clerk save us "a nipping and an eager air" 
for our Evening Race Meeting last wee£ I sincerely hope 
that the apparent paucity of the "gate" will not prevent uie 
Committee from making a better haul than' thev did last 
year on a similar occasion. The blue noses and pinched 
cheeks of spectators on the 5th inst. were things to be 

remembered. 

• •*••• 

From the N.B. I learn — 

That the " White Hart " at Abridge in Essex is a model 
establishment. Three L.B.C. men slept there one night, 
and were provided with the following breakfast : Sausages, 
broiled ham, boiled eggs, tea, etc. The charge ^br the three 
was seven shillings and sixpence. 

• • <» • • • 

That the S.E. were nearly arrested in a body in Woolwich 
on Saturday. They took a short cut through a passage in 
the most innocent way possible, but were threatened with 
the majesty of the law '' if. they were caught at it again." 

• •••*• 

That two members slept at a cotintry inn in the North 
a short time ago. Imagine their horror when they found 
the remains of a human being in their bedroom. 



That the said remains were contained in a pHl-box, 
labelled " Remains of an ancient Roman found in an urn 
at Cobham." 

That the faithless Glub bard did not put in an ^»pearance 
after all at Ghigwell, so members present will not be im- 
mortalised on this occasion. 

• ••••• 

An old proverb revived : '* There is no race without a 

Thorn." 

• ••*«• 

A dream fr^m the N. W. District. — ^Intending Competitor 
in his arm-chair on Sundav afternoon, a week before the Bath 
Trial. Arrives at " White Lion" — underdone steak — ^the hum 
of wheel-talk on roads, weather, and chances of medals — 
excitement — ^bed, but not to sleep — ^hurried breakfast — 
machine bathed in oil— start by the Captain— greasy 
macadam — man down — well to the fore — Closing ground 
— ^mad e£forts to catch fellow in front on top of Marlboro' 
Downs — cut him down — ^Newbury reach^, hurrah! — oil 
and sandwiches — Reading — ^Maidenhead — convoy of excited 
friends ripping along betund— till with a frantic spurt the 
I. G. rushes head first into the middle of a respected uncle, 
also dozing in opposite chair. Curtain. 

Mem. to D.C.S. Don't omit to arrange supplies of jam 
when catering for Club teas at new Inns. Marmalade was 
the one thing wanting at Hitchin. 



It is gratifying to hear of the success of old L.B.C. men in 




with exhibiting very gooji form ; also in the international 
tug of war he pulled with the English team, whidi he aided 
in beating the Scotch, Irish, and German parties. 

It may be interesting to sympathising friends to learn 
that our late Captain will quietly enter into "the holy 
estate " on Saturday, 22nd instant L'hoioie qui etc 



NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

All contributions must be addressed to "The Editor, 
L.B.C; Gazette, 35, Eastcheap, E.C.," and must bear the 
name of the author, though not necessarily for insertion. 

They must be written on one side of the paper only, and, 
if immediate insertion is desired; must be received not later 
than Wednesday morning. . > 

In reply to a request from several members, we have 
arranged with Messrs. Darling to supply portfolios in which 
unbound copies of the Gazktte may be kept ; cost is 2s. ; 
stamped on outside with the Club badge. 

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Stephen P. Sioth. — Thanks for aid and suggestions. 
Tour offer concerning maps is very acceptable. I no^^e to 
see, before long, some medical notes on the ordinary 
accidents of bicycling from our surgical members, for 
publication in the Gazette. 

I. G. — Manv thanks for the poem (" A Fair Stratagem "J. 
Shall hope to be able to insert it before long. 

We are also requested by " Lhomme qui ri^ " to thank 
W. T. Hill, F. Williams, Dr. Langmore, and others, for 
contributions to " Stray Notes." 
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ROAD TRIAL 

The Trial for 1880 is over, and has resulted in a 
complete blank as far as medals are conceraed. Only one 
member, A. D. Butler, completed the distance, and he 
having decided it was a hopeless case at serenty-five miles, 
rode the latter part quietly, and reached Hounslow about 
7.30. An easterly gale which made riding even downhill 
a labour brought the rest to a standstill at various points 
in the road. 

The competitors gathered, as the custom now is, in small 
detachments. About a dozen reached Bath on Saturday. 
The Captain riding down on Saturday to the "White 
Hart," Maidenhead, found there Alison, Boyer, Buckler, 
Henry, and Hill, and next morning at Reading met Ashley 
Barrett and J. W. Potter, under care of J. Kinder and P. 
M. Williams, as well as A. Powler. Prom various stations 
about sixteen men collected in the 2.30 train on Sunday 
afternoon. 

The N.E. wind was of course the subject of everyone's 
fears on Sunday evening, and the event which has resulted, 
of no medals, was quite among the anticipations. The 
fates however seemed to have foreseen the result, or it is at 
least a strange coincidence that on drawing the usual 
sweepstakes there turned out to be one blank too many, 
and as a consequence A. D. Butler fell to no one, and the 
whole affair had to be gone over again. 

On Monday morning, " called at 5.80, breakfast at 6.15,'' 
was the order of the day, and almost everyone was punctual ; 
then the usual bustle, and by 7.30 everyone was at his 



appointed post at Cleveland Bridge, and just to the second 
the start was sounded, and 24 men, followed at a short 
distance by Mr. H. L. Gortis, set out on their laborious 
journey. 

The start was in the following order :— 



The O'ReiUy. 
Hill. 

N. B. Morris. 

Northcott. 
W. A. Smith. 

G. H. Oibbs. 

A. 0. Tylor. 



Wynne. Alison. 

PowelL 
Boyer. 0. Thorn. 

A. Powler. Ryan, 

A. L. Qruggen. 
Crawley. Preeth. 

Potter. Buckler. 

W. T. Thorn, jun. Ashley Barrett. R. G. Prancis. 
A. D. Butler. A. Henry. 

It may sound hardly credible, but it is stated that the 
Captain retired to a comfortable railway carriage, a quiet 
pipe, and seventeen pieces of luggage, with feelings of 
RKaRET that he was not on the road. 

The wind began to tell at once, and by Box Hill the 
party was considerably scattered, riding in three or four 
detachments some two or three hundred yards apart, and 
up Box Hill, or part of it, a great number of men walked. 
W. T. Thorn reached the top of the Hill first and led by 
about sixty yards, followed by 0. Thorn, A. L. Qruggen, 
and R. G. Prancis ; then came A. D. Butler, W. A Smith, 
and Wynne and Barrett, accompanied by Cortis. Boyer 
scored the first tumble at Box, but before Melksham he had 
plenty of company; both Butler and Prancis fell at a sharp 
comer, which anyone who knows the Bath road will recol- 
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lect, at the bottom of a hill just before Melksham, where 
some new flints had just been i)at down. Henry's treadle is 
reported to have come to grief near the same place, and 
W. T. Thorn and Freeth both had spills near Devizes. 

Gruggen arrived at Devizes first, and here missed his 
way, but regained his lead very shortly ; then came W. T. 
Thorn, Butler, and Wynne. By the Barracks Gruggen 
dropped back, and Wynne went away against the wind at 
a wonderful pace, followed by Butler and Thorn. These 
three all walked the hill out of Devizes, after which Wynne 
drew gradually away, followed by Butler. Thorn, who had 
had a very nasty fall, here dismounted and walked ; and 
from Devizes to Beckhampton Comer the wind had its very 
hardest blow, and it is reported as the worst part of the 
journey, the pace over these downs, even for those who 
did keep on their machines, not at all exceeding five miles 
an hour. Wynne arrived at Marlborough first by three 
minutes; Butler next, stayed two minutes for refreshments 
and started in pursuit of Wjmne, whom he sighted at the 
top of Marlborough Hill. The next two men who reached 
Marlborough were Barrett and Francis, who arrived 
together, then Freeth, to whom we are indebted for the 
following times — 



Freeth 


11.20 


Crawley ... 




11.59 


Powell 


11.29 


Buckler ... 




12.5 


Morris 


11.30 


Boyer 




12.5 


Potter 


11.38 


Ryan 




12.5 


Smith 


11.38 


Fowler ... 




12.5 


W. T. Thorn ... 


11.34 


Gruggen ... 




12.5 


Henry 


11.45 


Gibhs ... 




12.10 


0. Thorn 


11.45 


Hill 




12.18 



The next account comes from A. Herbert, whose atten- 
tion and provisions everyone speaks of with much gratitude. 
He was posted on Marlborough Hill and reports as 
follows : — 



Wynne 
Butler ... 
Francis 
Barrett 



11. 4 
11. 9 
11.21 
11.23 



Alison ... 
Morris... 
Powell... 
Northcott 



11.28 
11.54 
11.54 
12. 3 



These times naturally convinced most men that ten 
hours was out of the question, and the majority joined the 
railway, some at Devizes, an4 the remainder at Hungerford. 
Smith rode nearly to Reading. 

Butler, after leaving Marlborough, caught up Wynne 
about two miles the Hungerford side of Savemake Forest. 
These two then rode on in company, leading alternately, until 
about two and a half miles from Newbury, when, rising the 
hill, Butler took the lead, and Wynne stopped to oil, and 
Butler thus reached Newbury at 12.52, four minutes before 
Wynne. The latter here felt convinced that any further 
riding was useless, settled down to lunch, and after that 
the train. H. Jennings reports arrivals at Newbury as 
follows : — 



Butler ••• ... 


... 12.52 


Barrett 


Wynne 


... 12.56 


Francis 


Alison 


... 1.35 


Northcott 



••• \ 1.46 

... / 

... 2. 8 

The four last men dined at Newbury, and rode on to 
Reading afterwards, whence they trained up. 

Butler, after hastily swallowing some soup, went on, 
A. H. Koch giving him a lead over very loose stones. 
They reached Theale .(where one or two attendant members 
were met at 2.15), and kept hard at it through Reading to 
Twyford. Here Butler, finding he had only two hours and 
twenty minutes for twenty-five miles, gave in, and after a 
quiet meal he rode in at his leisure, accompanied by Chip- 
pindale, Eoch having met with a dog and a consequent 
tumble on Maidenhead Hill. 

Butler thus took about twelve hours over the journey, 
but both he and Wynne agree in saying that they could 
certainly have finished in 10.15 or 10.20, had there been 
any object to be gained by doing so. 

Meanwhile the Hounslow party, consisting at first of the 
Captain and a telegram to tell the Newbury results, but 
increasing to about a dozen, waited and expected in vain ; 
till at last, about 6.10, they set off for Eew. At Brentford, 
however, another telegram was discovered to the effect 
that Butler was past Beading ; so back rushed the Captain 
to take his time, meeting a large party who had been 
waiting till they were tired. At Maidenhead, one or two 
of these on hearing the news turned back, and the Captain 
quietly froze till 7.30. Tea at Eew was rather a mixed 
meal, as tliree or four different parties took tea at different 
times, but almost all the competitors put in an api)earance 
in the course of the evening. 

The roads are reported very good indeed ; from Bath to 
Marlborough fairly good, from Marlborough to Newbury 
very bad, and loose from Newbury to Reading, and after 
Reading in places almost unrideable. 

The wind almost due east, very steady, and of great force. 

It may be interesting to know that of the twenty-four 
machines that started ten were " Humbers," seven " Clubs," 
two " William Eeens," and two " Timberlakes." 



CLOTH. 

I am afraid some members have been inconvenienced by 
my notice about the Club cloth to be supplied by Angus, 
as I believe it is not yet actually made. It will be ready 
very shortly and I will announce that fact in these columns. 

Theo. Oodlee, Captain. 



N.W. District. 
Notice. — On Saturday next, the 22nd May, the run will 
te> " by general request," to Little Berkhampstead. Tliis is a 
very pretty little village lying off the Hatfield Road, not 
far from Northaw, among most beautiful lanes, and must 
not be confounded with Berkhampstead beyond Watford 
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on tbe Aylesbury Road. There is a very snug little inn 
there, and on climbing an old tower close by a grand view 
is obtained of the surrounding country for miles round- 
The moon will be nearly full, so a good meet is expected. 
Norman B. Morris, District Captain. 



N.R DiOTRicr: — The run on Saturday, the 22nd May* 
will be to Havering and not to Halliford as announced in 
the Meet Card.— A. Fowler, for T Godlee. 



S.R District. — ^Wednesday Run. 

Five men had a most enjoyable run to Caterham on the 
12th inst. Present ; A. Barker, E. H. Carr, W. Johns, 
A 0. Tylor, and J. Williams, Jun. 

Members are reminded that the run next Saturday is to 
Povey's Cross to meet the S.W., and not to Halliford, as 
originally arranged. 



IS IT FAIR? 

I am shocked to say that an analysis of the alphabetical 

list of members shows the following result : — 

Of 5 A's 2 have not pftid their sabicription. 

25 B*ii 7 M II 11 

23 C's 12 II II II 

11 D's 8 II II II 

13 Fa 5 II II If 

8 G'e 1 w II 11 

11 H's 3 II II II 

8 J's 4 II II II 

7 L'b 2 II ■ 11 II 

16 M's 7 M n M 

8 N*8 1 II II M 

4 0*8 1 II II H 

12 P'e 2 II II •• 

10 R's 5 II II II 

21 S'8 10 If II II 

11 Tb 5 II II II 

18 W*B 4 II II II 

This gives a total of seventy-nine members who have 
not paid. Is it fair to treat a Deputy Treasurer in this 
way? I am hoping to be able to report myself quite 
knocked up with making out receipts. Come, you seventy- 
nine, just send me a P. 0.0. and have done with it. 

The Trbasubeb's Deputt. 



DARK BLUE BICYCLE CLUB TRIAL RACES AND 
INVITATION RACK 

These racea took place on Tuesday, May 18th, at the 
University Running Ground. The path was dusty and 
rough owing to the want of rain, and a strong wind made 
the times slower than they would otherwise have been. 
Events : — 

Two Miles Rack (Trial). 

W. L. Anslie, New College, 1 ; L. A. Wynne, Magdalen, 
2 ; M. H. Jephson, Hertford, ; W. K. Adam, Exeter, 0. 



Ainslie soon took the lead, and lifter a tussel with Wynne, 
drew away and won by some thirty yards. Time, 6 min. 
46f sec. 

Two Miles Invitation Handicap Race. 

Heat 1 : C. E. Liles, Temple B.C., 70 yds., 1 ; S. Kemp, 
Pickwick B.C., 260 yds., 2 ; E. Runtz, Pickwick B.C.. 0. 
Liles had some work to catch Kemp, but did so in the last 
lap and won by twenty yards. Time, 6 min. 9} sec. 

Heat 2 : Hon. L Keith-Falconer, C.U.Bi.C, scratch, + ; 
H. V. Cleaver, L.B.C., 140 yds., t; H. R Reynolds, 
D.B.B.C, 150, ; W. F. M. Buckley, introduced, 300, 0. 
After one false start Keith-Falconer was some time catching 
Cleaver, and when he did could not shake him off. After 
passing the tape Cleaver had a nasty spill over the handles, 
but was not seriously hurt. Time, 6 min. 7) sec. 

Heat 3 : J. E. Hamilton, Druids B.C., 95 yds., 1 ; F. K. 
Laver, Druids B.C., 155, 2 ; G. L. Hillier, Stanley B.C., 
215, 0; L. B. Reynolds, introduced, 300, 0. Won by 
some fifteen yards. Time, 6 min. 2| sec. 

It was arranged that the first in ^ach heat, and the two 
second men scoring the fastest time, should start in the 
final ; but as Cleaver did not care to ride again, the final 
heat consisted of— Liles, 1 ; Hamilton, 2 ; Laver, ; 
Reynolds, 0; Keith-Falconer, 0. The scratch man went 
after the others in his usual way, but could not qtiite 
manage to catch thenf, and Liles won a good race after 
a fine spurt by seven or eight yards. Time, 6 min. 8 sec. 

Ten Miles Rage (Trial). 

W. L. Ainslie, New Coll., 1 ; M. H. Jephson, Hertford, 2 ; 
E. K. R. Reynolds, Wadham, 3 ; L. A. Wjmne, Magd., ; 
D. R. Smith, Queen's, ; E. H. L. Reeve, Oriel, 0. For 
the first five miles Ainslie and Wynne led altematc^ly ; at 
that distance Reeve slipped his treadle and fell. After 
this Wynne fell behind, and retired at eight and a half 
miles. Smith having done so earlier. The race was won 
easily after a magnificent spurt, and Jephson, after a neck- 
and-neck race for a couple of laps, came in twenty yards 
ahead of Reynolds. Time 36 min. 31 sec. 

Twenty-five Miles Race (Trul). 

D. R. Smith, Queen's, 1 ; W. L. Ainslie, New Coll., 2 ; 
W. K. Adam, Exeter, ; H. R. Reynolds, New Coll., ; 
W. D. Pollock, Ch. Ch., 0. Pollock went off with the lead, 
but soon gave it up to Ainslie, who was closely followed by 
Reynolds, and retired after riding two miles two laps. 
After four miles Reynolds led Ainslie, with Adam and 
Smith a quarter of a lap to the bad ; the leaders gained 
steadily on the other two, when Ainslie took the lead again 
at sixteen miles, and Reynolds fell farther back. For the 
last few miles, however, Smith had been recovering some of 
his lost ground, and in the nineteentii mile passed Reynolds, 
who retired soon after. At the twenty-second mile Smith 
led, with Adam more than half a lap behind ; Ainslie, how- 
ever, came to the front in the twenty-fourth mile, and kept 
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his lead in spite of a fine spurt from Smith. A ding-dong 
race ensued for the last mile, when Smith drew away in the 
home straight, and won a magnificent race by thirty yards, 
Aiiislie easying up, Adam three quarters of a lap behind. 
Time 1 hr. 34 min. 18 sec. 

"COLONY" RACE MEETING. 

PEOaBAMMB OF OnB MiLB UnOPFICIAL HAl!n)ICAP, 

May 25th, 1880, at Surbiton. 
First in each Heat to run in Second Round. 



HEAT 1. 7 p.nL 


HEAT 6. 7.20 


p.m. 




yd*. Btart. 




jTds. Btart. 


Thom,W.T.,Jun.. 


Scratch 


Potter, J. W. ... . 


.. 140 


Butler, A. D. ... 


.. 180 


Williams, F 


.. 200 


Francis, R. G.... 


... 210 


Gruggen, A. L. 


.. 240 


Scott, R. J. ... 


... 240 


Buckler, A E. 


.. 280 


Tyler, A. E. ... 


... 290 


Parker, C. E 


.. 300 


HEAT 2. 7.6 ] 


p.]n. 


HEAT 6. 7.26 


p.m. 


Koch, AH. ... 


... 160 


Wyndham, W. 


.. 50 


Ryan, A. St. John 


... 200 


Smith, N. A 


.. 200 


Wilks, J. W. ... 


... 230 


Crawley, H. H. . 


.. 220 


Henry, A. 


... 250 


White, G. K 


.. 240 


Dicker, M. ... 


... 290 


Barrett, Ashley 


.. 250 


HEAT 8. 7.10 


p.m. 


HEAT 7. 7.80 ] 


p.m. 


Herbert, A. ... 


... 65 


NeviU, T. G 


.. 170 


Williams, J. ... 


... 180 


Thorn, 


.. 200 


Alison, J. W. ... 


.. 210 


Smith, S. P 


.. 250 


Hill,W.T. ... 


... 270 


Crowley, E. A. 


.. 280 


Hindley, E. H. 


.. 290 


Gibbs, G. H 


.. 320 


HEAT 4. 7.15 


PJD. 


HEAT 8. 7.86 i 


xm. 


aeaver, H. V. ... 


Scratch 


Godlee, Theo 


.. 150 


Weeks, E. A 


.. 180 


Northcote, W. W. . 


.. 180 


Nops,D.T 


.. 220 


Kinder, J 


.. 240 


Barker, A 


.. 250 


Powell, J 


.. 280 


Morris, F.W.... 


.. 290 


Jolly, F 


.. 350 




Second 


Round. 




The Eight 


Winners t< 


)run in Two Heats. 




HEAT 1. 7.46 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 


p-m. 


^ HEAT 2. 7.60 j 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 


>.iii* 







First and Second to run in final at 
8.10 p.m. PINAL HEAT. 



3. 

4. 

First Prize, Gold Medal. Second Prize, Silver Medal 
Third Prize, Silver Medal. 

Judge, Dr. Coleman ; Timekeeper, G. P. Coleman ; 
Starter, H. Andrews ; Clerk of Course, 0. L. Miles, 
Kingston B.G. 

Trains from Waterloo, 6.26, 6.50, 6.16. Trains from Clapham 
Junction, 6.18, 6.2. Trains from Surbiton to Waterloo, 8.8, 8.40, 9.20, 
9.66, 10.16, 11.6, all stopping at Clapham Junction. 



UNIVERSITY COLLEGE ATHLETIC CLUB. 
Race Meeting at Stamford Bridge, May 15tL 

For the Two Milbs Bicycle Club BUndicap there were 
ten entries. — ^E. Hudson, 250 yards start, first ; J. Bates, 
250, second ; C. W. Fagan, scratch, third ; H. H. Crawley, 
scratch, ; F. Watson, — yards start, ; W. P. Harcourt, 
180, ; W. Bowles, 190, ; H. T. Bury, 220, 0. The 
limit men had the race to themselves, finishing as above, 
thirty yards apart, and fifty in front of the scratch. Time, 
7 min. 0^ sec. 

Two Miles Bicycle Handicap (Open). 

Heat 1 : F. Bendell, Civil Service B.C., 290 yards start, 
first ; C. T. Hunt, Lewisham B.C., 300, second ; H. L. Cortis, 
Wanderer's B.C., scratch, third ; H. V. Cleaver, L.B.C., 140, 
yards start, ; P. G. Hebblethwaite, L.A.C., 300, 0; G. S. 
Phillips, Centaur B.C., 350, ; J. Hill, Surbiton B.C., 400, 
; D. H. Lawrence, late Albany C.C, 400, 0. Time, 6 min. 
6} sec. Rendell took lead in last half-mile, and Cortis just 
managed to get placed for the final by six inches. 

Heat 2 : T. W. Howard, Civil Service B.C., 340 yards, 
first : C. E. Liles, Temple B.C., 80, second ; F. K Laver, 
L.A.C., 150, third ; E. A. Runtz, Pickwick B.C., 200, ; 
G. R. Ozx, Surrey B.C., 275, 0; H. J. Swindley, Kensington, 
B.C., 290, ; W. T. Thorn, L.B.O., 100, 0. Won by five 
yards ; two yards between second and third. Time, 6 min. 
5S sec. Thorn just managed to lose his place in the final 
by a few yards. 

Heat 3 : S. Golder, Brixton B.C., 280 yards, first ; M. J. 
R. Dundas, I.Z.B.C., 200, second ; 0. Thorn, L.B.O., 330, 
third; A P. Shaw, Civil Service B.C., 120, 0; R. A. 
Woolnough, Rovers B.C., 160, ; A. Herbert, LB.C, 190, ; 
S. Kemp, Pickwick B.C., 250, ; A. J. Sutherland, Temple 
B.C., 300, ; W. E. Ackroyd, Surrey B.C., 380, ; C. W. 
Fagan, Druids B.C., 400, 0. Won by two yards ; three 
yards between second and third. Time, 6 min. 4| sec 
Herbert rode well but could not pick up his men. 

Final Heat : Dundas, first ; Howard, second ; Hunt, 
third ; Liles, fourth. Dundas took the lead in the last 
lap, and won by five yards ; rather more between second 
and third, and third and fourth. Time, 6 min. 9} sec. 
Rendell fell in the third lap. The three winners made 
the running throughout ; Cortis picked up Liles and Laver 
in the fifth lap, but Liles went away again. Dundas won 
by three yards ; Howard finished five yards in front of 
Hunt, who was fifteen yards in front of Liles, and Cortis 
fifty yards behind Liles. 

EXCHANGE LIST. 

52-in. '' Racer " for sale, by John Keen, half-bright, in 
good condition. Giving up racing. Price £5. — Cyril J. 
l\irner. 

For Sale.— A 52-in. " Timberlaka" Warranted in good 
condition. Cost £16. Price £7.— W. W. Northcott, 
Ealing, W. 
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FIXTURES FOR CLUB MEBTS. 



Dttte. 



N^. 



N.W. 



W. 



S.W. 



S.E. 
Croydon Division. 



S.E. 
BlAckheath Diyision 




8.80 Lea Bridge 
Bead for Havering. 



8.45 "Jack Straw's 
Castle" for Little 
Berkhampstead. 



8.46 "Royal Oak," 
Harleeden Oreen, 
for Shenley, via 
Kenton Lanes and 
Elstree. 



4.0. "The Griffin," 
Kingston, for 

Povey's Cross to 
meet S.E. 



4.15 Central Croy- 
don Station for 
Povot's Cross. Tea 
at "Black Horse," 
Horley. MeetS.W. 
ft Blackheath Div. 



3.80 Old Lewisham 
Church for Povey's 
Cross. Tea at the 
"Black Horse," 
Horley. MeetS.W. 
and Croydon Div. 






^ 



8.30 Lea Bridge 
Road, 8.45 Sy- 
bom's Comer for 
Havering. 



8.45 "Jack Straw's 
Castle" for Essen- 
don. 



3.45 Harlesden 
Green for Bick- 
mansworth. 



4.0 "The Griffin," 
Kingston, for 
Dorking. 



4.15 Central Croy- 
don Station for 
Penshorst. Meet 
Blackheath Divi- 



4.15 Old Lewisham 
Churoh for Pens- 
hnist. Meet Croy- 
don Division. 



I 



8.80 Lea Bridge 
Road, 8.45 Sy- 
bom's Comer for 
Harlow. 



8.45 "Jack Straw's 
Castie" for St. 
Alban's. 



8.45 Addison Road 
Station for Sander- 
stead. 



4.0 "The Griffin," 
Kingston, for 

Betchworth. Meet 
S.E. 



4.15 Central Croy- 
don Station for 
Betchworth. Meet 
S.W. 



4.15 Old Lewisham 
Church for Shore- 
ham. 



, S.E. District Wednesday Evening Runs. Meet at Central Croydon Station, 7 p.m.-->May 26th, to West Wlckham ft Addington. 
II M II II June 2nd, to Banstead. 



A TOUR IN ESSEX AND HERTFORD. 

Alison and myself arrived quite late at Chipping Ongar, 
80 we decided not to proceed the same night, but put up 
at the " King's Head." The next momiug we started at 
ten o'clock, oyer good undulating roads, with a headwind, 
through Writtle to Chelmsford, the country being very 
pretty. From Chelmsford we took the main Braintree 
Road for four miles, where we branched o£f to the left 
through the beautiful village of Great Waltham, then on 
to Howstreet. Here we were misdirected by a small boy, 
and took the wrong turning, which after about two miles of 
good surface landed us in a farm-yard. Trying to extricate 
ourselves from our difficulties, we ran down a sharp hill, 
and only managed to pull up within a few feet of a closed 
gate. Fortunately for us a fierce sheep dog, who was in a 
kennel cloee to the gate, did not hear us coming, or he 
would have run out and tripped us up with his chain and 
then had a good lunch off one of us. The cunning brute 
having missed us the first time, quietly waited in his kennel 
until he thought we were within reach on the return journey, 
as we had to repass him, when he made a fierce bound at 
Alison, but with no effect, as he was well out of reach with 
his bicycle between him and the dog. This little adventure 
over, we regained the high road and proceeded towards 
Dunmow over a beautiful surface, but our troubles were not 
at an end, as within three miles of our destination we had 
to dismount, pile our machines at the side of the road, and 
lead a pony and chaise past them, Alison taking the head 
of the animal and I pushing the chaise from behind. We 
reached Dunmow too soon for lunch, so we pushed on to 
Bishops Stortford over a loose and sandy road and put up 
at the '^ Chequers," good hotel and moderate. After 
walking up the hill in the town we ran over very stony 



lanes to Much Hadum, then over much better undulating 
roads to Ware, with a very dusty road to Hertford ; here 
we met WiUiams, Hindley, and Kinder, so waited a little 
while with them. Hindley ran with us for about five miles 
towards Essenden, when he took the road to St. Albans, 
Alison and myself continuing through Essenden to the 
Great North Road, we then ran through Bamet, etc., to 
Child's Hill ; here we parted, he going to Hampstead, while 
I took the lanes through Harlesden Green and Acton back 
to Kensington, arriving home just at dark, after a most 
enjoyable run through lovely country. The roads we went 
over in Essex were all very good, and the country pretty. 
For people not fond of too much steep hill work Essex is 
the country. Weather fine with a nice cool wind. Distance 
run about 85 miles. A. H. Koch. 



OXFORD. • 
We have been hard at work on the path for the 26th 
every evening, and some mornings too. The dry weather 
makes the going bad and rough, and the north-east wind 
has a tendency to destroy good temper as well as good time, 
but sundry faithful spirits, with heads down and elbows up, 
appear to take no notice of the ''drought." Road-riding 
has declined the last week, as it should, though the run to 
Maidenhead on the 8th to meet the Temple B.C. was much 
enjoyed. The absence of rain, too, is having an effect on 
the roads ; but the heat, when the wind is astern, is the 
most formidable thing. On Friday, the 14th, a good man 
succeeded in riding about thirteen miles, partly with and 
partly against the breeze, and at the end — ^after first being 
roasted, and then having all his shirt buttons and his Club 
badge blown doim his throat — ^he felt as if he'd done about 
eighty. " Sweet are the uses of adversity/' and so it mostly 
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aeems when the first bit of gale comes round a comer as 
one turns homeward. A few miles further, though, one's 
tone is changed, and, looking from his window later on, the 
faithful man wonders how he ever got his wheel to move 
against the " air *' that is blowing to blazes all the chimney- 
smoke that does not return into his roomi and coyer his 
books, pipes, etc., with a white ash. 

The Bishop of Pork Fat. 



RACING FIXTURES. 



May 22nd. — ^La Crosse Club, 1 mile Handicap, Stamford 

Bridge. 
Maty 20, 22, 26, 28, 29.— C.U.Bi.C. Easter Term Races, 

Cambridge. 
May 25th. — One Mile Handicap (for members only), at 

Surbiton. 
May 26th.— C.U.Bi.C. v. D.B.B.C., 2, 10, and 25 miles at 

Cambridge. 
May 29th.— C.U.Bi.C. v. L.B.C., 1, 4, and 15 miles at 

Cambridge. 
May 29tL — L.A.C. First Summer Meeting (3 miles 

Bicycle Handicap, open to amateurs), Stam- 
ford Bridge. 
June 5th. — Pickwick B.C. Race Meeting, Stamford 

Bridge. 
June 5th. — Dewsbury B.C. Race Meeting. 
June 5th. — Croydon B.C., Crystal Palace. 
June 12th. — Kingston Bicycle Club, Surbiton Running 

Grounds. 
June 12th. — Stanley B.C. Race Meeting, Page's Ground, 

TufneU Park. 

June 19th. — London B.C. Annual Race Meeting, Stamford 

Bridge. 
June 19th. — Private Banks Cricket and Athletic Club 

Race Meeting. 
June 24th. — Tufnell B.C. Race Meeting, Page's Ground. 

Tufhell Park. 
June 26th. — L.A.C. Second Summer Meeting (4 miles 

Bicvcle Handicap, open to amateurs), Stam- 
ford Bridge. 
July 3rd. — Civil Service B.C. Race Meeting. 
July 10th. — Belgrave B.C. Race Meeting (1 mile open to 

amateurs), Stamford Bridge. 
July 17th. — Gresham Athletic Club, Stamford Bridge. 
July 2l8t. — Eastbourne B.C. Race Meeting. Three Open 

Amateur events. 
July 24th. — Lombard B.C. Race Meeting, Catford Bridge. 
July 24th. — ^Arion B.C., Stamford Bridge. 
July 31st. — Railway Clearing House, Stamford Bridge. 
July 31st. — Brighton B.C. Annual Race Meeting. 
Aug. 28th. — South London Harriers, Stamford Bridge. 
Sept. 11th.— I. Zingari B.C., Stamford Bridge. 
Sept 18th. — Surrey B.C. Autumn Race Meeting, Ken- 

nington Oval. 
Sept. 25th.— Druids B.C., Stamford Bridge. 
Oct. 2nd. — ^LA.C. Autumn Meeting, Stamford Bridge. 
Nov. 6th. — L.A.C. Winter Meeting, Stamford Bridge. 



SURBITON TO WINDSOR AND BACK, BY A VERT 
ROUNDABOUT ROUTE. 
Punctually at half-past eight, while Soupsquares was 
refreshing his manly form in the tub (not the Gazette tub) 
we were startled by a whistle, and looking out we espied 
McCullum, clad in a coat far from long, and who punctually 
to a minute was ready to join us at breakfast ; setting to, 
the fish, eggs, and etceteras soon disappeared before four 
hungry men. Turning out and putting our machines in 
order, at half-past ten Spon made his appearance, and five 
minutes later we started ofiF by Sandown, Hersham Green, 
and along Burwood Park. Here Spon and McCullum made 
the running, spurting away, leaving Soupsquares, Shields, 
and myself some way in the rear. Turning towwds Wey- 
bridge, we left that place and Chertsey on our right, and 
missing the road we intended to take found ourselves running 
through Ottershaw towards Chobham, over the ridges. We 
made our first stop at Sunningdale for a refresher, and re- 
mounting had a glorious spin through Windsor Forest, where 
Spon's early spurts began to tell on his empty stomach, 
and he cried "cave" when Soupsquares, McCullum, and 
myself did a spurt ; easing up, we had another refresher at 
Windsor. Here Soupsquares and Shields parted with us, 
and went on through Bray to Maidenhead, and demolished 
a big feed at Tapley's, returning to Surbiton via Slough, 
Datchet, and Staines, their distance being about 60 miles. 
McCullum then piloted Spon and myself through Upton, 
over some fine roads through Iver to Cranford Bridge, where 
I left them, and, being ignorant of the country, described 
some fine triangles through Hatton, Bedfont, and Feltham, 
over a vile road to Hampton, and on to Surbiton over 
Hampton Court Bridge, my distance being about 53 miles ; 
took a cold bath, and trained up to town. McCullum and 
Spon rode to Acton, and, after a hearty meal, the latter 
started for home, but unfortunately stumbling over some 
stones sprained his ankle, and has incapacitated himself for 
about a week ; bar this, we all enjoyed our ride. Spon's 
distance was about 60 miles, and McCuUum's about 68. 

Blinkers. 

STRAY NOTES. 
Marlboro' Hill will never again be negotiated without 
recalling to my mind Herbert and Nops, as I struggled 
up it on Whit Monday with some of the competitors, whom 
I pitied from the very bottom of my heart, it was cheering 
to hear Herbert's hearty welcome to the exhausted ones, 
fagged by their contest with the elements over Marlboro' 
Downs. Pleasing also was it, on reaching the summit, to 
find Nops established behind a well-stocked basket of grub, 
which, with liberal hand, he dispensed to the tired and 
grateful ones, moistening also their parched throats with 
big draughts of cool milk. 

• ••••« 

On a hard day such as Monday last, nothing can be 
more inspiriting to the candidate than a word of welcome 
en route from a brother member, possibly some old medallist 
who knows well what a hard fight it is. 
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Jennings at Newbury m^sfc have got a little tired of 
waiting for arrivals ; but the wind seems to have been of 
exceptional force, since I hear of its violence from all 
parts — ^from boating men up river, and from yachting men 
cruising between Erith and the Nore. 

• ••••• 

Jenning^, an old yachting man himself, doubtless took in 
the situation, and recognis^ the difficulty in " working to 
wind'ard." 

• «*•«• 

'Tis an ill wind which blows good to no one, and I de- 
tected a latent chuckle when I ran against the Treasurer's 
Sub. in the City on Tuesday morning. 

It was worth while to see the astonishment depicted upon 
the face of the carter about to lead his team, on Whit 
Monday, into the midst of our ranks, so carefully arranged 
by the Captain, when Theo. collared the leader vi et armis, 
and ran it off the track. 

• • • • • * 

Hub lamps are good, and paraffin has much value for 
illuminating purposes ; but a South-Wester the other 
evening, rimng over a combination of the two, was edified 
by an explosion within his front wheel, which almost blew 
him out of the saddle, and left nought behind it but a 
couple of clips upon his front axle and a few odd scraps of 
tin strewn about the road. 

• • • * « • 

Our Road Trial serves to give us, in some way or other, 
a finest on record every year ; but I am disposed to think 
A. D. Butler puts all previous performances into the 
shade by riding one hundred miles in 12 hrs. 10 min. 
the teeth of Monday's gale ; and only those who, unable to 
ride, had to wctlk mile after mile on the flat over Marlboro' 
Downs, can ever know how strong it really was. He is a 
rider that any Club would be proud to have in its ranks, 
and nothing will please me more than to see him pull off 
the enamelled medal next Trial. 

With the brigade field-day of Metropolitan Volunteers 
to be held on Saturday next in Bushey Park, and what 
they are pleased to term '' The Monster Meet " to come off 
in the same place at the same time, proceedings will 1 fancy 
become somewhat mixed towards the end of tne afternoon. 
« • • ♦ » . ♦ • 

The Captain had a lively time of it on Monday, and is 
said to have made an admirable sketch of ''the ninth 
milestone," which according to the last official notice, 
would-be medallists were directed to run ''a|;ain." He 
had six hours in which to do it. 

• ••••• 

Apropos of the "ninth milestone," I was pleased to see 
its uninteresting neighbourhood enlivened by the presence 
of several ladies who had been so good as to come down 
for the finish. Happy Butler ! Your pluck was not shown 
in vain. 



Just before the Captain signalled the start at Bath, and 
while he was struggling with the refractory steeds, a coster's 
donkey pulled up and inspected our ranks and raised a most 
prodigious and derisive snout. The Vicar of Bray doubt- 
ess spotted the folly of the competitors. 



le 



Is it known generally among North-Easters that in their 
District is to be found the Laindan Hilh, a place whence a 



view of surpassing beauty may be obtained, excejeding far 
and away any o? the stock-show places by which other 
Districts are wont to swear, such, for instance, as Newlands 
Corner in the S.W., or Wrotham Hill in the S.E. ? Quite 
handy, too, is an hospitable inn, which, according to 
Dr. Johnson, improves the finest landscape in the world. 

• * • • • • • 

Toung, in his " Southern Teur," describes " The Laindon 
Hills " very well, although, maybe, a trifle grandiloquently, 
as follows : — " On the summit of a vast hill one of the most 
astonishing prospects to be beheld breaks out almost at 
once upon one of the dark lanes — such a prodigious valley, 
everywhere painted with the finest verdure, and intersected 
with numberless hedges and woods, appears beneath vou, 
that it is past description ; the Thames winding through it, 
full of ships, and bounded by the hills of Kent. Nothing 
can exceed it, unless that which Hannibal exhibited to his 
disconsolate troops when he bade them behold the gloi^ of 
the Italian plains." If ever a turnpike road should lead 
through this country I beg you will go and view this en- 
chanting scene, though a journey of forty miles be necessary 
for it. I never beheld anything equal to it in the West of 
England, that region of landscapes I 

The " Markis Aurelius " goak after all can hardly have 
been such a duffer as by the stupid ones it was said to be, 
since it has evolved the following from a member : — 

*' That ' Markis Aurelius ' storv was a verv good one, and 
reminds me of many hearty laughs which I have enjoyed at 
the expense of the ignorant but perfectly self-satisfied 
guides — generally an old housekeeper or butler — who shows 
one over the historical mansions of England. One of the 
most amusing was a superannuated gardener who showed 
me over the grounds of Beaulieu Abbey, while riding 
through the New Forest a short time since. He had 
lived in the place seventy-six years, and evidently con- 
sidered himself one of the family, if not actually part of 
the house. He was describing a visit which the Society of 
Antiquaries paid to the Abbey a few years ago, and, said he, 
' After we had shown them all we could they crossed over 
to Casebook (Carisbrooke) Castle, and they (i.e. the people 
at the castle !) told them as how toe was much older than 
they took us to be. For they wanted to make out that we 
was built by the Normans, but lor, Sir, there ain't ashadder 
of a doubt as how we traces right up to the Jacksouses ! ' 
For the benefit of those who could not see the 'Markis 
Aurelius ' joke, perhaps it may be as well to sav that our 
local antiquary intended to refer to the Saxons.' 

V • • • • • 

We once heard a story of a shepherd who, having passed 
all his life in the hilly and well-wooded district of East 
Kent, was sent in charge of some sheep across the estuary 
of the Thames into Essex. On his return his master 
asked him what he thought of the country. " Oh," said 
he, " them furrin parts is all very well, but give me old 
England ! " Perhaps some of the South-Easters who crossed 
the river on Saturday week would be inclined to subscribe 
to these sentiments if they were not afraid of being thought 
ungrateful for North-Eastern hospitality. 

A. H. Eoch is supposed to be qualifying for a post as 
District Visitor. 

• ••••• 

One result of the Chigwell run has been the discovery of 
a new racing path of novel design. It is at North Wool- 



Digitized by 



Ljoogle 



80 



LONDON BICYCLE CLUB GAZETTE. 



wich Gfardens, and the peculiarity consists in havipg the 
two straights (each 300 yards) alongside one another, and 
only separated by a row of trees. The competitors have 
to turn round the hist tree at either end. This arrange- 
will economise space and will also add very considerably to 
the excitemeut of racing. The enterprising proprietor 
intends to inaugurate his new track with an open nandicap ; 
we understand that the prises are to consist of articles 
likely to be useful to competitors, such as splints and rolls 
of sticking-plaister. 

• ••••• 

There were three pnMs for the "sweep" on the Trial — 
£2, £l, and 15s. The first has been won, but the stake- 
holder can't think what to do with the other two. I hear 
that anyone who will make a good suggestion is likely to be 
suitably rewarded. 

• *•••« 

This is not a joke. A. Fowler lost a valuable gold watch 
on Saturday, when riding round from Walthamstow to Eew. 
If any member should near anything of it and will write 
either to Fowler or to the Captain they will be at least 
thanked. 

• •*••• 

Everyone says it was terribly hard lines for Cleaver when 
he had that nasty spill at the D.B.Bi.C. Invitation £ace, 
just as he had run a dead heat with Keith-Falconer. 

The liondon ^y, I hear, was quite in force at the 
I).B.Bi.C. Race Meeting, and when JDouglas Smith beat 
Ainslie in 25 Miles our Captain went to nelp him off his 
machine, and was suddenly aware of three or four other 
Londoners rushing up to give their congratulations, regard- 
less of the third competitor, who was about to finish at the 
same point. It was too exciting. 

• •♦••• 

Men have such different ideas of " a reasonable amount 
of luggage." I am told the Captain's seventeen packages 
varied from a good-sized portmanteau to a tooth-brush and 
map tied up in a pocket-handkerchief, with all shades of 
variety between the two. 

• ••*•« 

Stephen Smith and W. H. Dicker were at Oxford on 
Tuesday, after a tour in the neighbourhood. We hope to 
have more detail? of this shortly. 

• ♦•♦•• 

It is said that no one who started from Bath on Monday 
now believes that there was a N.E. gale on Whit Monday, 
1877. ' That the 1877 medallists say the wind on Monday 
was nothing to their year, and that the 1879 medallists 
wish they had been riding this year. 

• ••••• 

The Captain sajrs he was very glad that men carried out 
his request in re Club uniform on Whit Monday so care- 
fully, and he would like to thank them for so doing. 

• ••*•• 

The Editor growls at my big bundle of '' Strays," and 
says he wants more room for interesting yarns from Eoch, 
Herbert, cum muUis aliis ; however, I shall reform and shut 
up after working off this Bath business. 

• «•••* 

The Captain also, wishing to make it generally known, 
told me in the strictist cofifidence that delay in the issue 
of this number must be put down to his account, and not 
scored to the Editor. 

L'hommb qui bit. 



CSMttBfonttnct. 

SHALL WE RUN IT AGAIN. 
To the Editor qfthe London Bicycle Club Gazette. 
Sm, — ^The fact that suggestions were made on Monday 
evening that the Trial either should never have been 
started with such a head wind, or should be ''run off'' 
another day, or should be run in the opposite direction, 
must be my excuse for dealing with this subject, because 
it seems to me that those who make the suggestions can 
hardly fiiUy have weighed the matter all round. First 
as regards the head wind, perhaps the weathercock 
since Monday has been a sufficient proof that a 
steady wind may change all at once, and therefore 
no amount of foresight would enable the Committee 
to decide before the day either that it should be put off 
or renewed. If put off, what day could possibly be found 
to suit the convenience of thirty-four men, for hal* 
of them will not be in England in August, and what would 
men think, after all the trouble and expense of coming 
down to Bath, to be calmly told, say by the Captain, that 
they mi^ht go back agun ? The idea of starting at Houn- 
slow is perhaps even more difficult of execution, as no power 
on earth can tell which way the wind will be till the day 
itself, and then you have to accumulate your men at an 
out-of-the-way place at 7.30 in the morning. If they were 
all in town it would be difficult, if at Bath impossible. 
But it is said the feat of riding in ten hours was utterly im- 
possible on Monday. This I venture distinctly to doubt. 
No one respects A. D. Butler's achievement more than I, 
no one is less desirous of tarnishing his laurels, hut at the 
same time I do not believe that Butler would suggest that 
he can, ceteris paribus, get within fifteen minutes of eveiy 
bicyclist in 100 miles, and he is clear that 10 hrs. 15 min. 
was quite a possibility for him. In conclusion I cannot help 
thinking that the Committee will be best advised to stick to 
Whit Monday, and start the Trial whatever happens. 
Sometimes an ea^ spin will be the result, as in 1878, 
sometimes mud as in 1879, and sometimes wind as in 1880 ; 
but do not let us try too carefully to dodge the clerk of 
the weather. W. X. W. 

NOTICE to CORRESPONDENTS. 

All contributions must be addressed to "The Editor, 
L.B.C. Gazette, 35, Eastcheap, E.C.," and must bear the 
name of the author, though not necessarily for insertion. 

They must be written on one side of the paper only, and, 
if immediate insertion is desired, must be received not later 
than Wednesday morning. 

In reply to a request from several members, we have 
arranged with Messrs. Darling to supply portfolios in which 
unbound copies of the Gazette may be Kept ; cost is 2s. ; 
stamped on outside with the Club badge. 

HiSTOEicus.— Received. 

Printed for the Proprieturs by Daruno & Son, at the Minerva Steam 
Printing Office, 85, Eastcheap, London, E.C.— May 21, 1880. 
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DISTRICT CHALLENGE CUP. 

I haye to remind District Captains that it is time they 
were looking up their teams for this race, as the Race Com- 
mittee do not feel that at present sufficient support has been 
shown to the proposal in these columns some tine since to 
have only two or three Districts represented, to justify 
them in altering the character of this race. 

I have to point out that under the new rules Districts 
are nott^nfined to the fifty mile radius, and this the N.E. 
has Cambridge and Oxford within their limits. 

If any District Captain wishes to have a trial race I shall 
be glad if he will let me know, and I will try to arrange 
for an evening at Stamford Bridge for the purpose. 

Theo. Oodleb, Capt. 

C.U.Bi.C. V. L.B.C. 

The competitors who represent the L.B.C. in this race 
next Saturday are as follows :-^ 

One Mile.— W. Wyndham, A. Herbert, J. Scott. 

Four Miles.— W. T. Thorn, jun., A. Herbert, 0. Thorn. 

Fifteen Miles.— W. Wyndham, W. T. Thorn, jun., A. D. 
Butler. 

These would have been published before, but the Bace 
Committee had not quite settled their teams. 

From Cambridge I learn that Tower, Pollock, Leeds, 
Day, and Bailey will be amongst the representatives, but 
their position in the various races is yet undecided. 

It is proposed that Mr. Cornell, in whom we all have 
perfect confidence, should act as judge. 



As this is the first year that the new rules are to be tried 
I wotild remind the competitors that everyone is expected 
to finish, as every man scores a certain number of points, 
and thus some most exciting races are anticipated. 

A reason which should incite our men, if they needed 
any fresh stimulus, is the most unlucky accident which 
at the last moment deprives us of Cleaver, from whom 
we had hoped for so much, and which everyone must 
regret, not only for the Club, but for tiie invalid himself, 
who is looking forward to a month's banishment from the 
path. 

No special arrangements have been made for reaching Cam- 
bridge, as no one appears, as far as I can tell, to wish to ride 
down, but it may perhaps be convenient to some members 
to know that the races are to commence about three o'clock, 
and that there is a train from Liverpool Street(Great Eastern) 
at 11.35, reaching Cambridge at 1.1, and firom King's Cross 
at 12.5, reaching Cambridge at 1.35. The last train home 
is the 8.45 (Great Eastern), except the mail at 1.5. 

Theo. Godlee, Captain. 

COMMITTEE. 
At a meeting of the Committee, held on the 24th May, 
1880, the foUowtbg gentlemen were elected members of the 
Club:— 



W. T. Thorn. W. A. Smith. 



Nanie and AddrtM. 
Hudson E. Kewley, Clifton Grove, 

Slough 

Ernest Faxon, 16, Stamdale Road, 

Highbury, N G. H. Gibbs. J. C. Keynes. 

The resignations of Messrs. J. L. Densham and S. P. 
Smith were accepted. *•• 
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FIXTURES FOR CLUB MEETS. 



Date. 



N.R 



N.W. 



W. 



aw. 



S.E. 
Croydon Diyision. 



S.R 
BUtckheath Diviaioii 



I 



3 30 Lea Bridge 
Road, 3.45 Sj- 
bom^s Comer for 
'Havering. 



3.45 ''Jack Straw's 
Castle" for Easen- 
don. 



8.45 Harlesden 
Green for Bick- 
mansworth. 



4.0 "The Griffin," 
Kingston, for 
Dorking. 



4.15 Central CVoy- 
don Station for 
Penahnrst. Meet 
Blackheath Divi- 



4.15 Old Lewisham 
Church for Pens- 
hurst Meet Croy- 
don Division. 



8.80 Lea Bridge 
Koad, 3.45 Sy- 
bom's Comer for 
Harlow. 



8.45 "Jack Straw's 
Castle" for St. 
Alban's. 



8.45 Addison Road 
Station for Sander- 
stead. 



4.0 "The Griffin," 
Kingston, for 

Betckwortfa. Meet 
S.K 



4.15 Central Croy- 
don Station for 
Betchworth. Meet 
S.W. 



4!l5 Old Lewiaham 
Church for Shore- 
ham. 



S.E. District Wednesday Evening Runs. Meet at Central Croydon Station, 7 p.m.— May 26th, to West Wickham ft Addington. 
II II ti II June 2nd, to Banstead. 



SATURDAY RUNS. 
N.E. District. 
The run to Havering on Saturday was a failure. Only 
one member turned up at Syborn's Comer, and he was the 
wnter. He detennined to give up going to Havering and 
proceeded slowly to Chigwell to play tennis, but at Chig- 
well Hill he met Sharman, and they both rode on to 
Abridge, where they separated, Sharman going home by 
Theydon Bois, and the " Wake Arms," to Buckhurst Hill, 
and the writer returning to Chigwell. It is hoped that the 
run to Havering next Saturday will be better attended. 

A. Fowler. 
[Please post account earlier in week in order to secure 
insertion. — Ed.] 



N.W. District. 
May 22. The run to Little Berkhampstead was fairiy 
well attended, although roads were by no means at their 
best, and in many places there were far too many loose 
stones about to make riding as pleasureable as it should be. 
Six members and four visitors rode by Golder's Green to 
Tally-ho Comer, and there found Disney, Hindley, and 
W. J. Williams waiting to join. Beyond Enfield, which 
was reached by Southgate and Winchmore Hill, a cranky 
crank compelled Powell to return, his friends accompanying 
him. At Eiifield we took the Potter's Bar road as far as 
Botany Bay, where a tuming to the right took us to Goffs 
Oak through some exceedingly pretty and well-wooded 
country, but up and down some tremendous hills. In fact, 
all that part abounds in juvenile mountains, and hence 
perhaps the reason for our not visiting it oftener. At 
Gofi^s Oak, a very elevated hamlet, the trank of the old 
oak was seen from which the place takes its name ; good- 
ness knows how old it is— I don't think even the Northern 
Guide does. A sharp shower of some twenty minutes' 
duration compelled us to hurry-scurry thence down and up 
some long stiff hijk through Newgate Street (but not past 



the Old Bailey) to our destination, where we arrived just 
before seven. Alison, starting Ute, had arrived at the " Five 
Horse Shoes " by a shorter route, and was already engaged 
in analysing the milk for us. Veal and ham pies may be 
bad things to ride on, still bicyclists as a rule are rash 
beings, and possible after consequences were entirely dis- 
regarded by all present. R. Newman turned up during tea, 
for which 2s. 6d. was paid. A stroll round the village 
brought us to the base of the old tower which commands 
such a fine view of the country round, but it was deemed 
too late to ascend it. We seldom start for home so late as 
8.38, but tlien as seldom mn so far out and have so many 
hills to climb. The rain having long ago left off^ and the 
" moon raised her lamp above " in an almost cloudless sky, 
a most enjoyable run home ensued, the route now and then 
enlivened by nightingales, being by Bedwell Park, Wild 
Hill, Kentish Lane, the Hatfield Road, Potter's Bar, and 
Baraet. No one seemed to want to hurry home, and the 
Heath was therefore not seen till 11 o'clock. Distance 
out 22 miles, home 16^ miles, total 38^ miles. Present : 
Alison, Aiken, Anderson, Barnett, Disney, Hill, Hindley, 
R. Newman, J. Powell, Price, W. J. Williams, four 

visitors, and 

Norman B. Morris, District Captain. 

Note.— Next Saturday, May 29th, tea at Essendon at 
the " Salisbmry Crest," and swimming, if warm enough for it 

W. District, 
Only two men tumed up at the starting-place, Harlesden 
Green. We waited until five minutes past four, and then 
rode via Whembly, the Kenton lanes to Bushey Heath. 
Here we stopped for a few minutes to e^joy the view, then 
rode on to Elstree, where we stopped again for refreshments, 
riding on to Shenley. We tumed here and rode back the 
same way. The roads were very loose nearly all the way, 
Whembly and Elstree hills being quite unrideable. Dis- 
tance 39 miles. Present : J. H. Jahn and C. R Law (pro 
District Captain). 
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S.W. DisTMor. 
The run fixed was for Povey's Cross. Only five men left 
the '' Griffin " at about 4.25. Taking a detour past the 
quarters of the " Colony " to avoid Surbiton Hill (reported 
to be in bad condition), the main Ewell Road was reached. 
Two members shortly tailed off, but soon after Rolls and 
Taylor were found waiting near Worcester Park. Passing 
Ewell by the Sutton Road, the turning past the " Glynne 
Arms" was followed towards Banstead Station. The 
greater part of this ascent had to be walked, it being a 
mass of loose flints. The latter portion was ridden and the 
Reigate Road was found to be in fair order, though dust, 
of course, was abundant. Reigate Hill was negotiated 
with caution, mostly on foot At the level crossing closed 
gates detained us some minutes. On mounting the hill out 
of Reigate rain began to fall, and as the outlook southwards 
was threatening, a spurt was agreed on. This brought us 
to the " Black Horse," near Povey's Cross, at about 6.35. 
The S.£. men had already arrived, and the social meal was 
quickly attacked, and in due time disposed of (good and 
plentiful — charge 2s). After a little weed and the usual 
stable preliminaries both divisions mounted at 7.40, and rode 
together to Reigate, S.£. cutting out the paee at a steady 
trot of 13 miles an hour. At Reigate we parted company 
— ^while swarming the hill exchanged greetings with " our 
Boyce." At the top lamps were lighted, saddles regained, 
and the homeward run resumed as fast as the uncertain 
light permitted. Burgh Heath was reached in rather 
scattered order. The Surrey out-members, with Shard of 
the S.E., continued by the main road for Sutton ; the re- 
mainder took the road to left for EwelL The descenta here 
were in bad condition, and a good distance was walked. 
Met the Redhill B.C., who reported their experience of the 
Hampton Court Meet ; then rode into Ewell, and indulged 
in a halt. After this the moon favoured us with a perfect 
flood of light, and the run was finished under the most 
delicious and exhilarating conditions. It was past eleven 
when the two last survivors dismounted at Weston Green. 
Distance (counting only from the '' Griffin") 41 miles. 
The run was very enjoyable throughout. Present : R. M. 
Gruggen, J. B. Holdsworth, A. H. Rolls, and C. Taylor, 
with G. H. Gibbs and E. Paxon of the N.R, and, on return 
journey, A. Henry (W.) and 

H. Jennings, District Captain. 



S.R District. 
Only one man put in an appearance at Central Croydon 
for the run to Povey's Cross. He rode alone as far as the 
top of Redhill, where he met W. Johns and Tylor, and the 
trio proceeded in company to the place where the cross 
ought to be. After waiting some time they left for the 
'' Black Horse," Horley, where tea had been ordered, and 
after wandering about vaguely they at last discovered it in 
front of them. At the inn they found Cazenove, Trotter, 



Shard, Scott Stokes, A. Henry (W.), and the 8.W., and 
were soon hard at woik discussing a capital Club tea. On 
the return journey a fast pace was kept up to Reigate, 
where the S.W. parted company. That so few men took 
part in the Club run is accounted for by the fact that Carr, 
J. Williams, Potter, Rucker, Wyndham, and the District 
Captain were present at an interesting ceremony in another 
part of the district, i.e.y Blackfriars. Present at the Club 
run : E. H. Carr, Cazenove, W. Johns, Shard, Scott Stokes, 
Tylor, Trotter, and A. Henry (W.). 

F. M. WiLLUMS, District Captain. 

Members who are willing to take part in a trial to see 
who shall represent the district in the Ten Miles Challenge 
Race are requested to send their names to the District 
Captain. 

Members will start punctually from Central Croydon at 
4.15 p.m. on Saturday 29th for the run to Penshurst. For 
the convenience of members who may not have time to 
ride back from Penshurst, trains will leave that station at 
8.19 and 9.42 p.m. 



NOTICE TO DISTRICT CAFrAINS. 
The Editor desires to say that he will be ^lad if they can 
arrange to forward accounts of runs and notices, etc., 
always before twelve o'clock noon on Wednesdays. The 
prompt issue of the Gazette will thereby be much aided. 
If this be not followed out the Editor, paili him as it may, 
will reluctantly put the tardy copy into the too late list. 



ANNUAL RACE MEETING. 
The Annual Race Meeting is to take place on Saturday, 
the 19th June ; racing to commence at 3 p.m. punctually. 
The events are : — 

1. One Mile Handicap (Members only). Prizes value 
£7, £3, and £2. 

2. Two Miles Scratch Race for the Ladies' Challenge 
Prize (Members only). 

3. Two Miles Amateur Handicap (Open). Prizes value 
£10, £5, and £2. 

4. Ten Miles District Challenge Race (Members only). 
The Club are indebted to the liberality of Mr. J. B. 

Holdsworth for the prizes for the Mile Handicap, and the 
Committee trust that the gratitude of members will be 
shown in the form of a large entry. It is also hoped that 
the entry for the Ladies' Challenge Prize will be somewhat 
larger than that of last year. The entrance fee for each of 
the first three events is 2s. 6d. ; entry forms accompany 
this Gazette. 

Members themselves will be admitted free to the ground 
on production of their Club badge ; they are also each 
entitled to two ladies' tickets free. These tickets are sent 
round with the paper containing this announcement. Four 
plain tickets are also sent, and these latter members are 
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asked to endeavour to dispose of. The price of each ticket, 
if purofaased before the day, is eighteenpence. Should 
any member require a further supply of tickets, they can 
be obtained from the Secretary. They will also be on sale 
at the principal bi^^ycle agents. 

H. R. BoTOE, Hon. Sec. 

THE "COLONY" RACE MEETING. 

The most sincere and hearty thanks are due from the 
Club to the managers of this meeting, not only for the 
capital sport they gave us, but for the excellent opportunity 
it gave to many of our members who are rarely seen on the 
path. The arrangements were admirable ; and the fact that 
entrance was perfectly free makes us wonder that more 
members did not avail themselves of the facilities for reach- 
ing Surbiton. 

There was quite a fair sprinkling of members of other 
Clubs, and the ladies, too, were in considerable force. 

The " Exhibition " Race, for the idea of which we are 
indebted to Dr. Coleman, was a great success, and showed 
some most splendid riding. 

Of course one important feature of the evening was the 
winner; and never, we suppose, has a limit man received 
more hearty or enthusiastic applause than greeted Mr. Jolly 
throughout the race, indeed, we fear the ladies' voices will 
be seriously affected for some time. 

Ohb Mile Ukofficial Haitdicap. 

May 25th, 1880, at Surbiton. First in each heat to run 
in second round. 

First Heat: A. B. Tyler, 290 yds., 1; R. G. Francis, 
210, ; W.-T. Thorn, Jun., scratch, 0. Tyler won easy. 
Time 2 min. 51f sec. 

Second Heat : M. Dicker, 290 yds., 1 ; A, Henry, 260, 
2 ; St. John A. Ryan, 200> 3. Time 2 min. 50 sec. 

Third Heat : A. Barker, 250 yds., 1 ; D. T. Nops, 220, 
2 ; A. Herbert, 65, ; B. A. Weeks, 180, ; F. w! 
Morris, 290, 0. Weeks gave up in the third lap. Between 
Barker and Nops it was a good race — ^almost a dead heat — 
the former winning by a foot. Time 2 min. 51^ sec. (In 
this race two heats were amalgamated.) 

Fourth Heat : C. E Parker, 300 yds., 1 ; J. W. Potter, 
140,0; A. L. Gruggen, 240, 0; A. R Buckler, 280, 0. 
Parker rode well and won by his start. Potter made it hot 
for the men in front of him, but could not get a look in 
owing to the long starts given to the latter. Time, 2 min. 
42} sec. 

FifUi Heat : H. H. Crawley, 220 yds., 1 ; W. Wyndham, 
50, ; Ashley Barrett, 250, 0. Crawley passed Barrett in 
the third lap and won by twelve yards. Time, 2 min. 
55|sec. 

Sixth Heat : 0. Thorn, 200 yds. 1 ; S. P. Smith, 250, ; 
0. H. Oibbs, 320, 0. 0. Thorn went to the fore in the 
second lap and won easily. Time 2 min. 45f sec. 

Seventh Heat : F. Jolly, 850 yds., 1 ; Theo. Oodlee, 



150, ; J. Powell, 280, 0. Jolly walked over, and won by 
his start. Time, 2 min. 51f sec. 

SECOHD KOUND. 

The eight winners to run in Two Heats. 

First Heat: A. E. Tyler, 1; M. Dicker, 2; D. T. Nops, 
; A. Barker, 0. Won by five yards ; the third and fourth 
men were 50 yards behind. Time 2 min. 45f sec. 

Second Heat : F. Jolly, 1 ; C. E. Parker, 2 ; 0. Thorn, ; 
H. H. Crawley, 0. Parker passed Jolly in third lap, but 
Jolly picked up again and won by ten yards. Time 2 min. 
35f sec. 

FINAL HEAT. 

F. Jolly, 1 ; C. E Parker, 2 ; A. E. Tyler, 3 ; M. Dicker, 0. 
Jolly won by sixty yards, a good race between second and 
third man. Time 2 min. 40| sec. 

First prize, gold medal ; second prize, silver medal ; third 
prize, silver medal. Judge, Dr. Coleman. Timekeeper, G. 
P. Coleman. Starter, H. Andrews. Clerk of Course, C. 
L. Miles, Kingston B.C. 

A Ohb Milk Haitdicap Scratch Race 
was also run between W. T. Thorn, jun. 50 yds. 1 ; Kemp 
70, 2 ; Wyndham, 60, 3 ; Herbert, 70, 4 ; Cortis, scratch, 
5 ; Runtz, %0, 0. The men finished close up together after 
a splendid race which called forth great enthusiasm from 
the spectators. Cortis picked up but did not pass his men. 
Runtz gave up in the third lap. Time 2 min. 54} sec 
Cortis's time was 2 min. 56| sec. 



LACROSSE ATHLETIC MEETING 

Held on the Grounds of the I1.A.C., at Stamford Bridge, 

Saturday, May 22nd, 1880. 

Okb Mile Bicycle Handicap (Opbk). 

The first in each heat to run in the final 

First Heat : E. W. Jenkins, Christchurch B.C., 155 yda 
start, 1 ; P. K. Laver, Druids B.C., 80, 2 ; G. R. Oxx, 
Surrey B.C., 140, 3 ; H. L. Cortis, Wanderers B.C., scratch, 
4 ; H. Peters, Uxbridge B.C., 145, ; W. Agate, Crescent 
B.C., 180, 0. Won by ten yards ; two yards separated the 
second and third. 'Hme: 2 min. 58| sec. Cortis never 
succeeded in getting into the firont. 

Second Heat : R A. Woolnough, Rovers B.C., 95 yds. 
start, 1 ; W. T. Thorn, Jun., L.B.C., 65, 2 ; J. HiU, Surbi- 
ton B.C., 200, 3 ; J. D. Butler, Danes B.C., 135, ; Tacagni, 
Canonbury B.C., 145, ; E. Morgan, Great Yarmouth B.C., 
150, 0. Won by half a yard ; two yards divided the second 
and third. Time : 3 min. 0^ sec. Thorn caught up his 
men quickly, but never succeeded in passing the winner. 

Third Heat : A. P. Shaw, C.S.B.C., 65 yds. start, 1 ; 
L. B. Reynolds, L.A.C., 165, 2 ; A. Herbert, L.B.C. 110, 3,' 
G. S. Row, Hornsey B.C., 135, ; E. H. Lloyd, L.A.C., 15o! 
0; G. S. Phillips, Centaur B.C., 185, 0; R. G. Evans] 
Gresham, B.C., 200, 0. Won by a yard ; an indifferent 
third. Time : 3 mm. If sec. 
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Fourth Heat ; C. T. Hunt, Loughborough B.C., 125 yds. 
start, 1 ; H. Huber, Crescent B.C., 150, 2 ; J. F. Griffith, 
Surrey B.C., 70, 3 ; A. S. Tippets, Wasps P.C, 140, 0. 
Won by four yards ; eight yards divided the second and 
third. Time : 2 min. 55) sec. 

Fifth Heat : 0. Thorn, L.B.C., 175 yds. start, 1 ; M. J. R. 
Dundas, I Zingari B.C., 80, 2 ; W. W. Scott, Imperial B.C., 
155, 3. Won by twenty-five yards ; fifteen yards separated 
second and third. Time : 3 min. Oi sec. 

Final Heat ; Jenkins, 1 ; Hunt, 2 ; Shaw, 3 ; Thorn, ; 
Woolnough, 0. Won by a yard ; a yard and a half divided 
the second and third. Time : 3 min. 1^ sec. 



RACING FIXTURES. 



May 29th.— C.n.Bi.C. Easter Term Races, Cambridge. 
May 29th.— C.U.Bi.C. v. L.B.C., 1, 4, and 15 miles at 

Cambridge. 
May 29th. — ^L.AC. First Summer Meeting (3 miles 

Bicycle Handicap, open to amateurs), Stam- 
ford Bridge. 
June 5th. — ^Pickwick B.C. Race Meeting, Stamford 

Bridge. 
June 5ih. — ^Dewsbury B.C. Race Meeting. 
June 5th. — Croydon B.C., Crystal Palace. 
June 12th.— Kingston Bicycle Club, Surbiton Running 

Grounds. 
June 12th. — Stanley B.C. Race Meeting, Page's Ground, 

Tufnell Park. 
June 16th. — Bicycle Union Championship Race Meeting, 

One and Five Miles, at Surbiton Running 

Grounds. 
June 19th. — ^London B.C. Annual Race Meeting, Stamford 

Bridge. 
June 19th. — Private Banks Cricket and Athletic Club 

Race Meeting. 
June 23rd.— Bicycle Union Cliampionship Race Meeting, 

Twenty-five Miles, at Surbiton Running 

Grounds. 
June 24th.— Tufnell B.C. Race Meeting, Page's Ground. 

TufneU Park. 
June 26th. — L.A.C. Second Summer Meeting (4 miles 

Bicycle Handicap, open to amateurs), Stam- 

fora Bridge. 
June 30th. — Bicycle Union Championship Race Meeting, 

Fifty Miles, at Surbiton Running Grounds. 
July 3rd. — Civil Service B.C. Race Meeting. 
July 10th. — ^Belgrave B.C. Race Meeting (1 mile open to 

amateurs), Stamford Bridge. 
July 17th.— Gresham Athletic Club, Stamford Bridge. 
July 2l8t. — Eastbourne B.C. Race Meeting. Three open 

Amateur events. 
July 24th. — ^Lombard B.C. Race Meeting, Catford Bridge. 
July 24th. — ^Arion B.C., Stamford Bridge. 
July 3l8t. — ^Railway Clearing House, Stamford Bridge. 
July 31st. — ^Brighton B.C. Annual Race Meeting. 
Aug. 28th. — South London Harriers, Stamford Bridge. 
Sept. 11th.— I. Zingari B.C., Stamford Bridge. 
Sept. 18th. — Surrey B.C. Autumn Race Meeting, Ken- 

nington OvaL 
Sept. 25th.— Druids B.C., Stamford Bridge. 
Oct. 2nd. — ^LA.C. Autumn Meeting, Stamford Bridge. 
Nov. 6tL — ^LA.C. Winter Meeting, Stamford Bridge. 



THE HAMPTON COURT MEET. 

Viewed by an out8i4er and by an entirely unprejudiced 
mind, the Hampton Court Meet of 1880 may be considered 
as a mixture of success and failure. If the object was to 
impress upon the public the hold bicycling has obtained 
over the active portion of the male population, both young 
and old, and to display riders under a system of organisation, 
the Committee must be well satisfied with their labours ; 
but as a display the Meet was a decided falling off on 
previous years, the old clubs being scarce, some mustering 
very poorly, and others riding without style. From over- 
heard expressions of some of the bystanders, opinions 
were divided as to the sufiEiciency of the entertainment. 
Hampton Green afforded the best sight when the riders 
had mustered. A semi-panic was occasioned just previous 
to the start by the arrival, from the direction of Hampton 
Court Bridge, of a club of mounted darkies (said to be 
the " Rubies*') in full balloon costume and wigs, and who 
subsequently rode in the procession. 

The start was made at about eight minutes past five — 
the advertised time — ^the pace throughout was slow, that 
through Bushey Park being a decided dead march ; long 
gaps occurred between each club, which > enabled the 
hitherto premature dismount to be avoided by leaving 
room for the traffic to pass between the Clubs ; but this 
entirely spoiled the appearance of the ride past, making it 
straggling and unconnected. 

The Provincial Clubs rode better together, though the 
accelerated pace made it a follow-my-Ieader game between 
each club and its captain. The " great unattached" were 
not so "great" as usual, members having given way to 
better style ; in fact, these men compared favourably with the 
clubs, being less braided and gilded. Several good tricycles 
put in an appearance, but only two ''Extraordinaries" were 
noticed ; damaged machines were also to be seen, noticeably 
one minus the right half of thb handle-bar, another 
stripped off short at the head of the backbone, and 
another was paving the way for a Hansom-cab horse. 

The day might have been brighter, with less wind and 
dust, but considering the threatening looks of the morning, 
to have escaped rain was a privilege. Several L.B.C. men 
were seen, in and out of uniform, being no doubt attracted 
by the chance of a large attendance of the fair sex ; in 
this they were not disappointed. 

EXCHANGE LIST. 

Wanted, a second-hand Roadster, 50 or 52in. Must be 
in thoroughly good condition. Brake required. — Stephen 
P. Smith, 9, Morden Road, Blackheath, S.E. 

For SiUe, 49in. "Stassen," warranted in good condition. 
Price £7.— M. H. Dicker, 2, Belgrave Terrace, Lee. 

For Sale, 58iu. Racer, by John Keen ; in perfect order ; 
owner giving up racing. Price £lO. Quite strong enough 
to camr a light weight on the road.— Apply to R. G. Trol- 
lope, Kingston Hill Place, where it can be seen at any time. 
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A few wedcs ago sue members of the L. B.C.-— three 
medallistSy one ex-amateur champion, and two embryo 
medallists— left the " Amhurst Anns" at Riverhead for a 
quiet ride. We went through Sevenoaks, two members 
riding the steep hill into the town, a very good performance, 
as half a gale of wind was blowing straight down it. We 
all walked down River Hill (the surface of which was very 
good) excepting one member, who has only just recovered 
from one spill and seems anxious for another. We turned 
oflf to the right at the bottom of the hill, and went past 
Hilldenboro' Station to Leigh, a most lovely little village, 
thanks to the money laid out by Mr. G. Morley, who lives 
at Hall Place ; he has paid particular attention to the 
drinking fountains, as you find one every twenty yards 
through the vilhige. Once past Leigh we made good pace 
to PenshuTst, and as some of the members of the party 
were thirsty souls we made a halt at the village inn. After 
a light refreshment we all walked out to see the outside of 
Lord de Lisle's fine old residence, but could not see over 
the house, as it was not one of the show days. The wind 
had now become stronger than ever, and, wishing to get to 
East Grinstead in time for lunch, we made the best of our 
way to Gowden, up and down some bad hills, but through a 
lovely country, with such views over the weald of Kent. 
From Cowden to East Grinstead the road was very hilly, 
and in some places the surface was bad, not to say awful ; 
however, by pushing with our hands and legs we managed 
to arrive at the " Railway Hotel " in time for food. After 
a short walk three of us started for Croydon with half a 
gale at our backs, the surface all the way being very good 
indeed for the country. At Gaterham Junction I left the 
other two, and rode over the hill through Carshalton and 
Mitcham back to Kensington. As not one of the party had 
an indicator I cannot give the exact distance, but it was 
somewhere about sixty miles. The pace was not extra 
fast, as only one member of the party was in for the Bath 
Trial, and the rest would not follow when he wanted to 
force the pace. Soupsquabes. 

"A WINDY Rn)K" 

On the afternoon of the Saturday before Whit-Monday 
I started from a small village in Hampshire for West 
Drayton, riding vid Farnham, Bagshot, and Staines, thence 
through bye-lanes to my destination. The road passes 
tlirough Berks, Bucks, Middlesex, and twice through 
Surrey and Hants, the total distance being only just over 
forty miles. On Whit-Monday I rode via Maidenhead and 
Reading to near to Theal, and waited for the '' Trialists" 
nearly an hour. At last A. D. Butler, accompanied by 
A. H. Koch, arrived. Passing through Reading two other 
men rode with us for a short distance ; just before arriving 
at Twyford Wilson was found waiting by the road-side— 
Koch stopped with him. Butler and I rode on until a most 
fearful piece of road caused us both to dismount. Consult- 



ing our watches, we found that he had exactly two hours 
twenty-three minutes to ride twenty-three miles. This being 
impossible with the strong wind and bad roads against him, 
he decided to throw it up. After a rest we rode on to an 
inn, and did a ** refresher " in the shape of some bread-and- 
cheese and beer. (N.B. This constituted the ''good meal " 
referred to last week). After that we rode calmly on to 
Maidenhead, where we found "the genial Mark" most 
kind ; he ordered " all those sponges to be put away " with 
a tinge of sadness in his voice. After a short stoppage we 
rode over a rough road to Hounslow, and found the frozen 
remains of the Captain. After leaving Maidenhead Butler 
was very fit, and it is my belief that had he taken solid food 
at Newbury, he would have been in at Hounslow ^tM^ one 
side or the other of ten hours. The " Coach and Horses " 
was full, but some beds were made up in various sitting 
rooms. One of those ruling spirits (joke !) behind the bar 
addressed everybody as "Mr. Koch," and wouldn't be com- 
forted until his manly form was pointed out. Gently we 
broke the sad news that he was gone home to his tea, or 
whisky, we forget which. The next morning a well-known 
competitor and self started for Dorking, ma Kingston and 
Leatherhead, arriving at the latter place just over 1 hr. 50 
min. Here, as he was going to Brighton, I left him and 
rode to Reigate, then across the Downs (very blowy) to 
Sutton, Thornton Heath, and Sydenham Hill to my desti- 
nation. The next afternoon I rode from there through 
Sutton and Leatherhead to Guildford, with one dismount, 
in 2 hrs. 40 min., and finally, via Farnham, to my original 
starting-place. During this ride I encountered thirteen 
flocks of sheep and oxen, all of which were successfully 
passed (once by the aid of coppers). The wind and loose 
roads were a great nuisance, and prevented this being a 
most enjoyable trip, as many beautiful pieces of country 
were passed ; but, as some ancient party remarked^ 
" superanda omnis fortuna ferendo est." X 



STRAY NOTES. 



" The Colonists," they say, have found out how to make 
both ends meet over a Race Meeting. If this be so "it's 
greatly to their credit " in these hard times. None are 
more alive to that fact than are the Race Committee of the 

Club. 

• ••••• 

'Twas a pity it was not known more generally that 
admission to the Surbiton track on the evening of the 
** Colony " Race Meeting could be got without payment. 
Doubtless had it been known we should have seen many 
more visitors. Men not unnaturallv hesitated a little at 
bringing all their sisters, cousins, and aunts, in the abscoQce 
of such knowledge. 

• ••••• 

As it was, "the Colonists" were very pleased to see so 
many ladies on the ground. The warm evening and genend 
unconventionality of the whole thing made the meeting 
one of the pleasantest on record, and when Jolly won his 
gold medal the enthusiasm of the spectators was immense. 
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It did one good to see our old Hon. Sec, after his final 
victory, pulled out of the saddle by enthusiastic friends, 
and carried triumphantly on their shoulders to receive 
congratulations from the ladies in the grand stand. 

• ♦♦♦••' 

"The Colonists" are very much obliged to Messrs. 
Cortis, Kemp, and Runtz, for assisting in toe scratch race 
to show the spectators a bit of real work. Having seen it 
I be^udged.no longer the cost of my return ticket from 

Waterloo. 

• « ♦ ♦ • • 

The Standard of Tuesda;^ last had an interesting leader 
on modem athleticism, taking for its text the Hampton 
Court Meet. It drew a very fair parallel between the 
young Englishmen and the French, Grermans, and Russians 
of the same age and sex ; pointing to the fact that tlie 
energies of the latter are too often devoted to treasonable 
plottings, whUe iime of the former run in a smoother and 
more satisfactory channel. There can be no doubt that a 
young mao, brimful of energy, must find some outlet, and 
if the 'cycle do but serve to shut out politics, we shall 
probably be none the less happy for having adopted it. 

• • • * • • 

I hear that, according to official promise of ''some one to 
be at Reading if he is looked for," a patriotic member 
waited on Whit Monday for two hours on Sonning Bridge. 
When he teas lookod for by Butler, he was non ««<'— blown 
off by the hurricane, or, as is usually his custom, gone 
home to tea. 

• • * • • • • 

A man writes to suggest — as a fitting mode of dealing 
with the Trial Sweepstakes — ^that the Captain do invest 
the said seventy-five shillings in land, and araw the interest 
quarterly, which interest can then be applied for the use 
of the Club. 

• • * • • • 

Bitter tears were shed along the Bath road when our 
Trial broke down. Mine host of Newbury, whose niled-up 
sandwiches remained uneaten, and ''The Genial MarK," witn 
his opened but untasted champagne, alike refused to be 
comforted. 

• • « • « « 

All L.B.C. men will be interested in the following cutting 
from the Times : — 

<* On the 22iid iiutant, at Chrittchnrcli, Blackf rUn, by the Rev. 
R. Metcalfe, of St James, Clapton, Mabtin Dibdxbich, only son of 
Martin Diedeiich Riicker, of Croydon, to Emmib Lomx, eldest 
Burviving daughter of Allan Page NichoUs, of 60, Nelson Square." 

• •««** 

The church, on the occasion, was the scene of quite a 
Club Meet, so many L.B.C. men put in an appearance. 
The emotional Jack was seen to use his pocket-handkerchief 
freely at the affecting bits, and a little nephew of the 
happy man was almost frightened into convulsions when he 
caught sight of the S.K Colossus. 

• ♦•♦•♦ 

I was glad to see the Earl of Dufferin's Challenge Cup 
for the 120 Yards Lacrosse Race on Saturday last won by 
Ernest Barrett. He has reason to congratulate himself on 
heating such old and i>Tactised hands as Archer, F. Jolly, 
&nd A. Murray. In this novel race the first to breast the 
tape after carrying the ball 100 yards on his Crosse was 
declared the winner. 

• ••••• 

By-the-by, why did the organisers of the meeting just 



referred to .omit to provide competitors in the Bicycle 
Handicap with distinctive numbers? Being for my own 

rrt unacauainted with the physiognomies of all the racers, 
found the effort to report at times almost too much 

for me. 

«««««« 

I trust the Committee of Management will pardon me 
for exercising my undoubted privilege as an Englishman to 
crumble, and in the hope that our Gazette may, perchance, 
fall into their hands, I should like to thank them for 
providing and carrying out such a pleasantly varied pro- 
gramme. 

♦ ♦•••• 

What did the Printer's "D." in describing the roads 
on the Trial course last week, consider to be " very good 
indeed ? " He included in that category some " very bad " 
and some ** unrideable." The writer of the account says 
it wasn't he. 

I hear the Walthamstow postmen are looking out for The 
P. 0.0. those seventy-nine defaulters are going to send to 
the Treasurer's Deputy in response to his request in last 
Gazette. 

The N.K men say they do not know the "Laindon 
Hills ; " but they believe there are magnificent views from 
the North Pole, which is also in their district. 

L'hommb qui kit. 

As several men in our district have expressed a desire to 
be photographed and to have a meet for that purpose, I 
shall be very pleased to again take the opportunity of com- 
plying with their wishes so far as I am able, and would 
suggest our altering the destination of our Club run on 
June 5th next from Betchworth to the " Swan " at Walton, 
^here apparatus can be in readiness. If members of other 
districts would care to be included in the picture, I hope 
that they will attend our meet at the ** Griffin," Kingston, 
four p.m. As daylight forms such an important factor in 
obtaining a fairly successful result, I earnestly hope that 
members will attend as early as possible at Walton, for by 
doing so they will shorten the necessary exposure and 
afford me a better opportunity of taking a presentable 
picture. R. M. Gruogbn. 



SHALL WE RUN IT AGAIN? 
To tie Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 
Sm, — I venture to differ from W.X.W., who argues, in 
your last issue, that our Road IVial should not be repeated 
in the present year. If it be essentially an examination, 
then, I ask, is it fair to withhold from candidates the 
chance of proving that they can reach the proper standard, 
and can ride their 100 miles under antf ordinary conditions of 
roads, wind, and weather ? I contend that on Whit Monday 
last our men had not this opportunity afforded to them. The 
weather was such that it became practically an impossibility 
to qualify for a medal ; and the N.E. wind presented an 



Digitized by 



Ljoogle 



88 



LONDON BICYCLE CLUB GAZETTE. 



obstacle almost as impossible as if a deep creyasse had 
suddenly yawned in front of the candidates between Devizes 
and Marlborough. Since such men as Butler, Thorn, 
Potter, Smith, Wynne, and Cortis were unable to com- 
plete the 100 miles in anjrthing like ten hours, I think 
it may be belieyed that it was practically impossible 
to get a medal. Again, if the Trial be withheld in the 
present year, we may possibly be startled next Whit 
Monday by finding forty men completing it within the 
prescribed time. This would certainly be objectionable, 
as it is far better, if the Club possess capable riders, that 
the distribution of medals should go on equally ye^ by 
year. Our object, I think, should be not to withhold the 
badges, but rather to encourage their distribution by 
affording annually z^fair chance for their attainment. 

Before we run our Trial in 1881, it would be well, perhaps, 
to give the Captain, or his representative at Bath, the 
power to postpone the event if the weather be, in his 
opinion, such as entirely to preclude the possibility of success. 

As matters stand at present, I would suggest that a 
Special Oeneral Meeting of the Club be summoned, with- 
out delay, to decide whether we shall repeat the Trial this 
year. It might be held on a Saturday in October; at that 
time men have usually returned from their holidays, and may 
be expected to be in fairly good condition, and certainly it 
would be but right that any fresh entries between now and 
then should be received. I hope sincerely to see this 
matter at once taken up and settled one way or the other, 
as I believe many members feel with me, very strongly, 
that our last Road Trial was no Trial and should be re- 
peated shortly. Mablborouqh Hill. 



, THE BATH TRIAL. 
To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 

Sib, — Whil^agreeing with your correspondent W. X. W., 
I would regrell the idea of attempting to circumvent the 
wind as a mostSgnominious as well as hazardous proceeding, 
and regard as impracticable the proposal to postpone the 
Trial, or run i(^ over again ; yet I venture to think that it 
might be possiUe to avert the recurrence of last Monday's 
total failure. : 

We can hatdly expect to have the strength of the wind 
and depth of the mud gauged for us, and the time-standard 
of ten hours shifted backwards and forwards accordingly ; 
but if the enamelled medal were given to the first who com- 
pleted the distance, irrespective of time, the chief interest 
of the Trial would remain, even after it was found impos- 
sible to beat time owing to the adverse elements. 

Allow me, in conclusion, to correct a slight mistake in 
your last issue. There were three^ not two^ "William 
Keens" ridden in this year's Trial. R. 6. Fbaitois. 



To the Editor qf the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 
SiB,-«In the account of the Bath Trial I was much 



surprised at seeing a list of names,' headed by that of 
Mr. Freeth, giving the times of various members as they 
arrived at Marlborough. Without imputing to Mr. Freeth 
any desire of making himself prominent at the expense of 
other members, I would bag to say that these times, or the 
majority of them, are utterly worthless, in fact less than 
worthless, in so far as they seek to form part of a correct 
record of the race. Many men, myself among the number, 
threw up all idea of continuing the race a few miles out of 
Devizes, although at that time only a very short distan< 
behind the leaders, being convinced that it was usele 
attempting to finish within the required time in con 
quence of the terrible wind. Having thrown up the ^ ' 
and cast aside our 'cycles in disgust, another member 
myself amused ourselves by lying on a grassy banV ^^^x • 
chaffing the tail men as they came up (amongst w I 

think Mr. Freeth was), struggling against the wind lit;"* ^ 
down, evidently under the impression that they wc:'" ^t. 
" in it " and had time to spare. We afterwards rode q 
into Marlborough, utterly unconscious that a memV 
doing tis the honour of taking our times for publica^ !'' 
the Oazbttk Such being the case (and I think t^* 
other members will substantiate my statement), I ^"*' 
confess to a little annoyance at reading the account ^^ ii | 
appeared in the Gazette. — ^Yours, etc., Compbx* 
26th May, 1880. 

To the Editor qf the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 

Sm, — As the touring season is now opening, and tl^ 
will probably be several members anxious to see for them- ? 
selves some of the wondrous things related by the " Rhine 
Eight," I write a short line to say that I am now formally 
domiciled here, and shall, in the event of any members 
passing tiiis way, expect a look in. They may rely on a 
hearty welcome for the " Old Club's" sake, and I shall be 
most happy to do what I can to show them all that is 
worthy of notice. 

I cannut invite them to Belgium for the sake of tlie 
riding, as the iron horse is practically banished by the 
barbarous custom they afifect nere of paving the country 
roads with boulders from end to end. It is, however, not 
an indirect route to the Rhine, and Antwerp and Brussels 
are always worth the trouble of a visit. — Yours faithfully, 

A. J. Bacwk. 

Chauss^e de Malines, 43, Anvers, le 24 v., 1880. • 

NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

All contributions must be addressed to " The Editor, 
L.B.C. Gi^tte, 35, Eastcheap, E.C.," and must bear the 
name of tne author, though not necessarily for insertion. , 

They miist be written on one side of the paper only, and, 
if immediate insertion is desired, must be received not later 
than Wednesday morning. 

In reply to a request from several members, we have 

arranged with Messrs. Darling to supply portfolios in which 

unbound copies of the Gazette may tejcept ; cost is 2s. ; 

stamped od outside with the Club baf ge. 

__ | II — 

Printed for ile Proprietors by Dabuko & Son, at the Minerva Steam 
Printing Office, 86, Eastdieap, London, E.G.— May 28, 1880. 
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The tide has turned at last ; the Univefsity has won aU 
three events. One of these would have been ours under 
the old scoring, but all agreed that the new plan produced 
certainly finer races, as the interest is so thoroughly retained 
up to the end Wyndham won his mile after a most 
exciting race, but Herbert could not quite manage Day. 
In the four miles, though an exciting finish, the pace was 
not at all extreme, as we &ncy Thorn at any rate remem- 
bered the fifteen was coming, and when it did come it was 
a thorough treat. The C.U.Bi.C. men led, with Thorn and 
Wyndham quite comfortable close behind them. The first 
four miles were seyeral seconds quicker than the four miles 
race, and after the tenth mile they scored fastests on record. 
The last mile was the quickest on the path all the day, and 
the last lap nearly took one's breath away. Thorn had not 
realised that record time was being beaten, or some very pretty 
racing for the remaining miles would have probably ensued. 
As it was, when the two Londoners shot iJiead in the last 
mile standing still became impossible. In the last half lap 
Wyndham passed Thorn, and just after the two Cantabs 
came up with a rush outside ; Wyndham could not answer 
to the spurt, and Thorn was cooped in so as to be helpless ; 
the magnificent spurt which got him into second place 
again showed what he had got left, and we could not help 
wishing for another ten yards, just to see. 

After the races the competitors and Captain were enter- 
tained by three joint members at the guest table in the 
grand old haU of Trinity College, and then joining Mar- 
chant, who, with the exception of J. W. Wilson, was the 
only other L.B.G. man at the races, the company quietly 
returned by the 8.45 train. 



ANNUAL RACE MEETING. 

The Annual Bace Meeting is to take place on Saturday, 
the 19th June ; racing to commence at 3 p.m. punctually. 
The events are : — 

1. One Mile Handicap (Members only). Prizes value 
£7, £3, and £2. 

2. Two Miles Scratch Race for the Ladies' Challenge 
Prise (Members only). 

3. Two Miles Amateur Handicap (Open). Prises value 
£10, £5, and £2. 

4. Ten Miles District Challenge Race (Members only). 
The Club are indebted to the liberality of Mr. J. B. 

Holdsworth for the prizes for the Mile Handicap, and the 
Committee trust that the gratitude of members will be 
shown in the form of a large entry. It is also hoped that 
the entry for the Ladies' Challenge Prize will be somewhat 
larger than that of last year. The entrance fee for each of 
the first three events is 2s. 6d. ; entry fonns can be obtained 
from the Secretary. 

Members themselves will be admitted free to the ground 
on production of their Club badge; they are asked to 
endeavour to dispose of the four plain tickets sent them 
with the Gazette of 28th May. The price of each ticket, 
if purchased before the day, is eighteenpence. Should 
any member require a further supply of tickets, they can 
be obtained from the Secretary. They will also be on sale 
at the principal bicycle agents. 

Competitors can train on the course on 17th June, except 
between the hours of five and seven. 



DISTRICT CHALLENGE CUP. 

To prevent mistakes, I should point out that it was the 
printer who said Oxford was in the North-East, and not 
myself ; I said, as geography wiU show, in ** the West." 

Of course it must be understood that men who have a 
regular residence near London, and who appear in the list 
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of members as belonging to another district, do not belong to 
the N.K or W. on account of beinff at Cambridge or 
Oxford. Thbo. Godleb, Captain. 



N.E. AND S.E. JOINT RUN. 

This ran is arranged for June 12th, as members may 
remember, and I hope N.B. men will do their best to make 
an effective invasion. 

The N.K will meet as usual and ran to Purfleet ; here 
arrangements are being made for leaving the machines and 
takinff boat across the river, where the S.E. will meet us, 
and the retura journey will of course be by the same route. 
Purfleet used to be a favourite run, and any member 
wishing for a South-east trip will doubtless find advice and 
direction gratis across the water. It is an experiment — let 
us prove it is a wise one. The S.E. brought sixteen mem- 
bets over, so we should at an^ rate have not less than 
twelve to have the same proportion of our district 
For A. Fowler and self, 
Thbo. Godlbb. 

NOTICE. 

As it is the wish of the Committee that the Gazette 
should be received by members not later than Friday 
evening, we wish, in order to carry this into effect, to draw 
attention to two points. 

Firstly, material should be received at the office early in 
the week — if possible before five p.m. on Mondays — ^and not 
later than Wednesdays at twelve noon. We much prefer 
to have it on Monday, as thus plenty of time is afiforded 
for the setting up of type and the revision of proofs. 

Secondly, correspondents are begged not to tax too 
severely the editorial ingenuity. We know that illegibility 
is usually associated with the effusions of genius : still we 
do plead for forbearance in the matter of rroper Names — 
those of men and places. We confess that these, as some- 
times written, puzzle even Mr. Maclean — the best reader of 
MS. on record — ^although for all the rest of the parts of 
speech he cares not a jot — [Ed.] 
— ' ' ^— ^>— — . 

SATURDAY RUNS. 

N.E, DiSTBIOT. 

In the absence of the District Captain at Cambridge on 
Saturday, the ran was naturally rather poorly attended, 
only four members putting in an appearance at Sybom's 
Corner for Havering. According to regulation a substitute 
was (unanimously) elected, but from an excess of modesty 
from which he suffers he refused to act, the consequence 
being that the usual very orderly run was turned into a 
straggling procession, the "demon hill rider of the North 
East reaching the tops of the slopes some time before the 
other unfortunates, who thus had not much opportunity of 

KBing their proposed captain with or without permission, 
e roads as fiEur as Woodford Bridge were in fair order, 
and here Fowler was found waiting, the meet being further 
strengthened a mile or two on by the addition of Ernest Barrett 
who, pushing his great 58-in. Bill Keen (beautifully groomed) 
with consummate ease up the steep and loose hill to Chigwell 
Row, ran through his men d la Cortis in fine form and won in 
a canter, though heavily handicapped by being about fifteen 
minutes late at the start. The road from this pomt is 
certainly lovely and well worthy a visit at this time of the 
year ; with a good surface, slightly undulating, and a 
splendid view on the right over miles of country. Unfor- 



tunately a wronj turning was taken here and a succession 
of patches of shm^le encountered, generally on pretty stiff 
hills, making the nde a trifle exciting and causing freauent 
dismounts, one of which, being involuntary fortunately on 
the part of the feather-weight of the party, was not 
noticed by those at the head of the procesaion, and 
consequently the tumbler and the Good Samaritan who 
stopped and helped to bind up his wounds had a 
solitary ride for the next half-hour, with difficulty finding 
the way through an unknown and desolate country, only 
catching the others, jast before Havering was reached, on a 
steep and loose hill which has floored even the best of the 
trio. Fowler had gone home to tea, so only five sat down 
at the " Orange iree," after a wander about the place, 
admiring the wonderftil view (extending over about thirty 
miles of delightful country^ obtained from the village green, 
inspecting the old stocks (still in a good state of presenra- 
tion), indulging in a little athletic competition, etc. The 
butter was rather "yellow," but an excellent tea was 
obtained at one shilling each (eggs, and real home-made jam 
ad, lib.). After a little of the weed a start was made over 
capital roads until the main road between Romford and 
Ilford was reached, when it was not good. From Ilford by 
the Red Bridge Road was well known and in good order, so 
a good pace was kept up, and lamps not lighted till the 
"Green Man "was reached. A new route from here by 
the Hainault Road was tried, on the recommendation of a 
man who should know, and appreciated. Present: T. 
Child, C. Child, Jolly, Murray, Ernest Barrett, and A. 
Fowler. 

N.W. DlOTEIOT. 

May 29th. — Six men started on Saturday last at the 
usual hour (the stroke of four on the clock) for the pretty 
village of Ekisendon, and after picking their way along the 
FincTiley Road were reinforced by Aiken and W. J. 
Williams at Tally-ho. The well-known, and last Saturday 
we might safely say the well-worn, road through Barnet 
and Potter's Bar was made use of. The hill up into the 
latter place was voted by some hardly good enough to ride 
in its then loose condition, and when once down the saddles 
were not regained until the so-called mineral water from 
the pump opposite the church had been patronised. Those 
in front who nad not slaked their thirst were not to be out- 
done, and therefore made a frantic rush for Gubbins' spring 
farther on, and there tried to drink it dry. Beyond Bell 
Bar we turned off to the right into the old North Road, 
which as regards scenery is certainly much to be preferred 
to the present one, and is really most beautiful, particularly 
with the foliage in its present condition. The " Crest " at 
Essendon was reached at six, and on a vote being taken it 
was decided not warm enough to bathe, so a stroll was 
taken instead. Dr. Langmore and an old frieud of the 
Club arrived before tea (Is. lOd.), which was partaken of 
in the now well-known snug room overlooking a splendid 
expanse of country, and was of course done ample justice 
to. By eight o'clock we were again dawdling leisurely 
homeward by Wild Hill and Kentish Lane, enjoying the 
delicious evening air to the utmost. Several men took it 
into their he^ds to spurt up the long hill before Potter's 
Bar, and one of them slipping his treadle, came over " all of 
a heap ;" luckily no harm was done beyond twisting the 
backbone a little. Home was safely reached about ten, 
after a very pleasant ride, the last three miles excepted. 
Distance 17 and 16} miles, total 83} miles. Present: 
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Alison, Aiken, Anderson, Langmore, K H. Pollock, Price, 
W. J. Williams^ two visitois, and 

NoBMAN B. Mo&BiB, District Captain. 
NoncB. — ^Those who do not start with the Club next 
Saturday from the Heath had better meet us at the railway 
bridge, Church End, and route can then be decided on, but 
will in any case be by Shenlev. If so voted, we shall 
have as usual a swim at St. Aibans in the bath, and our 
house of refreshment will most nrobably be the " Crystal 
Palace," but certainly not the " Bell " after our treatment 
there last summer. N. B. M. 



W. District. 



May 29tb. Five men met at Harlesden Oreen for the 
run to Rickmansworth. As the Kenton Lanes were re- 
ported to be in a verv loose condition, it was decided to 
ride via the main road to Harrow, turning to the right at 
the '* Swan " to avoid the hilL The road from here to 
Pinner was very bad, almost unrideable in places. The hill 
out of Pinner caused a general dismount ; after this the 
roads improved a little. We all walked do?m the hill into 
Rickmansworth, which was in better condition than we ex- 
pected. We had tea at the " Swan," and then rode home 
the same way, Scott leaving us to ride to Ealing via Hare- 
field. He reports the roa£ to be in splendid order, with 
only one uncomfortable hill, and considers that he has 
scored decidedly in taking this route. Distance, 36 miles. 
Present : H. Bamett, G. £. HiU, T. H. Jahn, R Scott, and 
C. £. Law. W. A. Smith, District Captain. 

Thd route to Sanderstead next Saturdav wiU be Putney, 
Wimbledon, Carshalton, Sutton, Bansteaa, Woodmanstern, • 
Foxley Hatch, and Purley House. 

N.6. — ^An evening run every Wednesday evening at 7 
p.m. from Acton Church, commencing from first Wednesday 
m June. 



S.W. District. 



29th May.— The run to Dorking was carried out under 
several favourable conditions — a bright air. and sunshine 
lust tempered by a light cool breeze, brouent the verdant 
Deauties of the Surrey Hills into fuU relief The members 
present represented every Club District, so that the social 
purposes of a General Meet were to a certain extent attained 
without any of the confusion often attending larger gather- 
ings. Of the road surfaces it can only be said that they 
were better than in many other places ; stony until near 
Leatherhead, thence to Dorking nearly free from stones but 
deep in dust. . Seven men left Kingston about 4.30. A 
moderate pace was set " by request '* which brought us to 
Dorking^about six. Two men joined at Hook and two were 
met in Dorking. Tea was obtained at the " White Horse," 
but certainly not too promptly. Here the motto would 
seem to be '*$urtout pas de zile" The charge for cold 
meat and one egg each was 3s. 0ns member was heard to 
remark that it was " very economical." Return start at 
eight. Several members dropped between Burford Bridge 
and Leatherhead. The two first and principal hills on the 
Hook Road were very stony, and were walked by about 
everyone; at the last lights were called for. From this 
point the run consisted of a series of vertical shocks nearlv 
obliberating all other sensation. After a call at the "Colony 
for news from Cambridge, the remnant separated at King- 
ston just before ten o'clock, and the outlying members 
reached their homes (say) at about eleven. Distance from 
Kingston out and home about 27 miles. Present : Andieac, 



Buckler, Cassenove, Gibbs, R* Gruggen, Hindley, A. Henry, 
Jennings, Long, Rolls, and Taylor. 

It is arranged to accept Mr. Gruggen's kind invitation to 
a " Photographic Meet on Saturday week, June 12th, 
instead of next Saturdav, therefore the run for June 5th, 
to Betchworth, will stand as originally fixed. W. and N. W. 
must please excuse our absence from Uxbridge on the 12th. 
On that day the fixture will be ** Griffin, Kingston, at four 
sharp, for the Swan at Walton-on-Thames." 

Digtrict Challenge Race, — ^We hone to have a team for 
this. I have the names of several members willing to 
ride, and I would ask any others who can ride for the 
District to send me their names without fail SknA forthwith. 
There should be a preliminary examination which is to be 
arranged for an early evenmff in next week, either at 
Surbiton ground or Stamford bridge, and which will be 
duly announced. H. JsNifiNas, District Captain. 

S.E. District.— Ceotoon Divisioh. 
Four men met at the usual trysting place in Croydon 
for the run to Penshurst After ten minutes' law they 
started, but had hardly ridden twenty yards before they 
met Brown and a friend. The former had succeeded in 
breaking off his crank. It is with pain that it must be 
confessed that he was not on his way to attend the Club 
run, and that he preferred a run to Brighton before the 
wind to exploring the beauties of Kent The District 
Captain hopes he will score an attendance next Saturday. 
Kinder haa a spare 56-inch " Humber," but the question 
was, how could a man who could only reach a 54-inch 
ride a 56-inch ; the knotty point was solved by an ingenious 
member suggesting that Brown should ride Townsend's 
machine, and the 'latter, Jack's 56. After a detour to 
fetch the said 'cycle, the quartette at hist got fairly on 
their way to Penshurst, and rode up the Caterham vaUey, 
down Godstone HUl, where legs up was the order of the 
day, to Edenbridge, where a halt was made to consult 
the maps, the countrv for some miles to the eastward 
being unknown ground. The maps showed roads which 
seemed to go in all directions but the right one, so 
the ostler was consulted, but his instructions were rather 
vague, including a church, a windmill, and an inu, 
which had to be passed on the right The four, 
therefore, determined to start, and puzzle it out for 
themselves, and they were rewarded for their pioneering 
spirit by capital roads and beautiful views, the latter ren- 
aered still more beautiful by the warm tints of the setting 
sun. Penshurst was reached at last, and their hearts were 
gladdened by the sight of a merry game of kiss-in-the-ring 
m a neighbouring field. "No use to search further for the 
Blackheath men, said one of the party ; and though the 
three others quite agreed with him, it was determined to 
tea first and return. However, at the '' Leicester Arms " it 
was found that the Blackheath men had resisted the 
temptation and were just commencing tea, and the Croy- 
don Division lost no time in joining them. A tel^am had 
arrived from Wyndham announcing the result of the Inter- 
Club races ; though defeated, the L.6.C. men had evidently 
made a ^fdlant fight for it. After tea some of the party 
adjourned to the fair, but it has not been reported whether 
they joined in the kiss-in-the-ring or not. The members 
were very glad to again welcome in their midst their ex- 
District Captain, Cyril J. Turner. It was a long time since 
they had seen him, but they hope they will not have to 
wait so long before he agam scores an attendance. Present : 
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M. H. Dicker, J. Kinder, F. Kinder, S. P. Smith, J. Scott 
Stokes, C. J. Turner, P. H. Townsend, C. B. Wheeler, and 
P. M. Williams, District Captain. 

Blackheath Division. 
At 418 three members left Lewisham Church and pro- 
ceeded at a good pace as far as Oreen Street Green, where 
P. Kinder was found waiting. The road from this point to 
the " Polhill Arms," which is usually so good, was found to 
have sufifered sererely from the want of rain. The upper 
naxt of Morant's Court Hill was also very loose. Tubb's 
Hill at Sevenoaks was ridden by Turner and M. Dicker, 
but all dismounted for the descent of River Hill, which is 
in a very unpleasant condition. From the foot of River 
Hill the going was found mostly sood to Penshurst, through 
the pretty village of Leigh. At the "Leicester Arms" 
there was some difficulty about accommodation, owing to 
the village feast, which began in the morning with a service 
in the church, and ended in the evening witn '* kiss-in-the- 
ring." By the time that tea was ready the party was 
swelled to nine by the arrival of the Croydon Division, and 
of the ez-Editor, J. Scott Stokes. After tea Dicker and 
Smith started at 9 o'clock for their ride home of 29 miles, 
out of which they skipped 10 (including River and Morant's 
Court Hills) by taking a convenient train from Hilden- 
borough to Halstead. They reached home soon after 
midnight. Blackheath men present : C. Turner, P. Kinder, 
M. Dicker, and S. P. Smith. 

SOUTH EAST DISTRICT.— NOTICE 
The Wednesday evening runs to Keston, to bathe, will 
commence, weather permitting, on the 9th instant. The 
time will soon arrive for the next meet card to be composed ; 
the District Captain will be glad to learn memben^ ideas 
as to time of starting, destination, etc., and whether they 
would like to have another paper-chase or not. As the run 
next Saturday is only a short one (12 miles), the District 
Captain is trying to arrange for a musical member to play 
the piano after tea ; several member have promisea to 
faring songs, and there is every prospect of a jolly evening 
being spent. It is hoped the short distance of the run wiU 
tempt some of the more lazy men to attend. 

STRAY NOTES. 
It was quite worth ^oing fifty miles to see that Fifteen 
Miles Race at Cambndge, even though the L.B.C. did not 
win ; it would have required a very modest table-cloth to 
have covered the first four at the finish. 

• ••••• 

Of course I was on the grounds, but where was the 
balance of our 300 ? I counted the L.B.C. spectators on 
one hand easily. 

♦ •••♦♦ 

It was piteous indeed to hear the Captain sighing for 
Cleaver at Cambridge. 

• • ^ # « « » 

Really, Mr. Editor, vou ought to be more considerate for 
that energetic man, the S.E. District Captain, than to let 
the printers put in a statement that his own substitute, 
S. P. Smith, has resigned. 

♦ •♦♦♦♦ 

^ One member, I hear, anxious not to be bothered about 
his subscription for some years to come, has sent in two 
guineas ; but the Treasurer wouldn't allow any discount 
*♦♦••♦ 
I hear that a moralising S.E. man had rather a bad fall 



a week ago, near Li8&— machine and rider both coming off 
but poorly, and losing a good deal of their naint He 
moralises thus : — ^Don t put on the pace till the iron of 
your rat-trap has eaten well into the sole of your boot. 

• ••••• 

It would seem that the bracing air of the S.E. District 
tends to promote matrimony, since, of five Captains, three 
have idready shown that they are tured of single happiness. 

• ••••• 

Dan Toung, late of the S.K, is rqmrted to have reached 
Bombay safely, after a pleasant voyage. 

A Cclonigt writes me that a loose box under the roof of 
The Trainer's stables at Surbiton is now empty, and that 
anyone wishing to get "fit" for next Whit-Monday cannot 
do better than make early application for the same. 

• ••••* 

The printer's devil has certainly broken loose in the office 
of the Daily New9. In reporting the Inter-Tarsity Races 
a few days back, this paper remarked — '' The ten miles went 
to Oxford by Ainslie, die amateur-professional." Surely 
the last two words, bv a proper arrangement of fall stop, 
should have been tacked on to a following sentence. The 
reporter could not have designed to describe Mr. Ainslie as 
the strange hybrid being which he represents him. 

• • • • ft • 

Received with thanks, firom Stephen Smith, a brochure 
on " Stones of London," by Prof. Plower. 

L'hommb <^ui bit. 



EXCHANGE LIST. 



Wanted, a second-hand Roadster, 50 or 52in. Must be 
in thoroughly good condition. BraJce required. — Stephen 
P. Smith, 9, Morden Road, Blackheath, S.E. 

Por Sale, 49in. *' Stassen," warranted in good condition. 
Price £l, — M. H. Dicker, 2, Belgrave Terrace, Lee. 

For Sale, 58in. Racer, by John Keen ; in perfect order ; 
owner giving up lacing. Price £lO. Quite strong enough 
to camr a light weight on the road. — ^Apply to R. 6. Trol- 
lope, Kingston Hill Place, where it can be seen at any time. 

Por Sale, a 48-in. " Stassen." — One of the good old sort 
4^ years old. Never had anything wrong with it. Ju.st 
suitable for a tour in the Pyrenees or Norway. 22-in. 
lund wheel Been safely down Muswell HUL Owner 
growing bigger. Would prefer selling by weight. 56 lb. 
Say Is. 6d. per lb. Or would exchange a 48-in. and a 
52-in. "Stassen'' for a more modern 52-in. roadster. — 
H. Sharpe, 30, Well Walk, Hampstead. 

52-in. " Racer " for sale, by John Keen, half-bright, in 
good condition. Oiving up racing. Price £5. — Cyril J. 
Turner. 

Por Sale.— A 52-in. " Timberlaka" Warranted in good 
condition. Cost £16. Price £7.— W. W. Northcott, 
Ealing, W. 

Por Sale. — ^An excellent weight-carrying Roadster— 
(52-in. "Stassen"). Up to anything. Comfortable as an 
armchair. In perfect condition, having just been thoroughly 
overhauled by maker. Price only £lO, — To be seen at 37, 
Downs Road, Clapton, E. 

Errata.— In the Committee notice in Gazbttb of 28th 
May, for Eewley read " Kearley ;*' for Stamdale Road read 
" Stavordale Ro«l ;" for S. P. Smith read " S. B. Smith." 
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FIXTUBES FOR C!LUB MEETS. 



Date. 



N.E. 



N.W. 



W. 



S.W. 



8JB. 
Oioydon DiTinoii. 



S.E. 
Blackheath DiviBion 



8.30 Left Bridge 
BoAd, 8.45 87- 
bom's Ckmer for 
Harlow. 



8.45 "Jack Straw's 

Gartle" for St 
Albui'fl. 



8.45 AddiBon Road 
Station for Sander- 



4.0 "The Griffin," 
Kingston, for 

Betchworth. Meet 
S.E. 



4.15 Central Croy- 
don Station for 
Betchwortlu Meet 
S.W. 



4.15 Old Lewisham 
Church for Shore- 
ham, via Famboro' 
and Chelafield. 



I 



8.80 Left Bridge 
Boad, 8.46 Sy- 
bom's Comer for 
Erith. MeetS.E. 



8.45 <' Jack Straw's 
Castle" for Ux- 
bridge. Meet W. 
and aw. 



8.45 Acton Church 
for Uxbridge. Meet 
N.W. and S.W. 



4.0 " Clarence," 
Teddington, for 
Uxbridge. Meet 
W. and N.W. 



8.80 CentnU Croy- 
don Station for 
Erith, MeetN.E. 
and Blackheath 
Division. 



4.15 Old Lewisham 
Church for Erith. 
Meet N.E. and 
Croydon Division. 



RACING AT CAMBRIDGE. 

The C.n.Bi.C. has just concluded a yery interesting, and, 
on the whole, successful race meeting, by a victory over the 
L.B.C. on Saturday last. The main features of interest in 
tiie racing have been the hctB that record time has been 
beaten from six to fifteen miles, and also for one mile, the 
defeat of Keith-Falconer at one and ten miles by Cooper, 
whose riding in the latter race was very fine inaeed, the 
brilliant ridunff of Liles in the Invitation Race, and the 
" team riding of the C.n.Bi.G. in the long distance races. 

As most of the races have been well described in the 
sporting papers, it will be sufficient if we give results of the 
first four days' racing, reserving a special description for the 
races most interesting to L.B.C. men. 

Thursday, May 20th. 
UsTVEBsnT Trials. — ^Two Milbs. 

Pollock, Trinity, 1 ; Day, St. John's, 2. Racing did not 
begin till the last lap, when Pollock won by a length. 
I^e : one mile, 3 min. 7 sec. ; two miles, 6 min. 12 sec. 
Ten Miles. 

Leeds, Glare, 1 ; Tower, Trinity, 2 ; Pollock, Trinity, 3. 
Time, 32 mia 48 sec. A chapter of accidents. Mayor 
broke a spoke ; Pollock had cramp ; Tower had tried some 
unsuccessful experiments in lunches, and had the stitch. 
Twenty-Five Miles. 

Day, St John's, 1 ; Bailey, Jesus, 2 • NichoUs, St. John's. 
3. Time 1 hr. 2J min. 38 sec. Won, after a splendid 
race, by a length. Last lap, 40^ sec. 

Saturday, May 22nd. 
Invitation Raoe — ^Thbee Miles. 

Heat 1 : Day, C.U.Bi.C., 1 ; Ainslie, O.U.Bi.C., 2. Time : 
9 min. 17 sec. Won, after a splendid race, by two yards. 

Heat 2 : Mayor, C.U.Bi.C, 1 ; Kemp, P.B.C., 2. Time: 
9 min. 24 Won on the post, by one of Mayor's celebrated 
spurts, by a foot. 

Heat 3 : Reynolds, O.U.BLC., 1 ; Chambers, Lincoln 
B.C., 2. Time, 9 min. 40 sec. Won by 10 yards. 

Heat 4 : Liles, T.B.C., 1 ; Fisher, C.U.Bi.C., 2. Won 
easily. Time, 9 min. 39 sec. Leeds, C.U.Bi.C., fell two 
laps firom home. 

FINAL HEAT. 

Liles, 1 ; Day, 2 : Mayor, 3. Tune, 9 min. 22^ sec. ; 
last lap, 37| sec. Won, after a fine race for the last two 
laps, by 10 yards. Liles is thus added to the number of 
men scorinf^ a li^ under 38 sec. on the Cambridge path, 
which conaists of F. Cooper and A. P. Trotter. 



Ten Miles CLim Raoe. 
Representatives against Oxford and London barred. 
Isard, 1 ; Atkinson, 2. Won easily. Time, 34 min. 2 sec. 

Wednesday, May 26th. 
INTER-UNIVERSITY RACES. 
Run in fine weather, slight wind, path not very good ; 
attendance about 650 people. 

Two MiLEa 
Pollock, Cambridge, 1 ; Day, Cambridge, and Ainslie, 
Oxford, dead heat for second puice. Won, after a splendid 
race, by a yard and a half. Times : 1 mile 3 min., 2 miles 
5 min. 65 sec., last lap. 42| sec. 

Ten Miles. 
Ainslie, Oxford, 1 ; Tower, Cambridge, 2 ; Mayor, Gam- 
bridge, 3. Mayor's spoke broke two laps from home, when 
well up. Tower and Ainslie had a splendid race in last lap, 
Ainslie winning by 3 yards. Last lap 40| sec. 

TWBNTT-FIVB MiLEa 

Day, Cambridge, 1 ; Bailey, Cambridge, 2 ; Smith, 
Oxford, 3. The two Cambridge men, riding very unselfishly, 
alternately forced the pace, till they got about 20 yards 
away from Smith, when, doing their next mile in 3 min. 
4 sec, they continued to gain on him till about 12 miles 
from the start, when they overlapped him. The five com- 
petitors then rode together, being in four different laps of 
the race, till about a mile from the end, when Day and 
Bailey, racing each other, went away, and a magnificent 
race ended in favour of Day by a length. 

Times — 5 miles hr. 16 min. 15 sec. 

10 „ „ 82 „ 20 „ 

15 „ „ 48 „ 53 „ 

20 „ 1 „ 5 „ 46 „ 

, , ^ 25 „ 1 22 „ 20f„ 

In the hour, 18 miles 500 yards were ridden ; the last lap 
was 39} sec. 

Amateub-P&ofbssional Mils. 
Keen, owing to illness, was unable to ride. Keith* 
Falconer had tne remains of a cold, and was trained in his 
own peculiar fashion, only having been on a machine once 
in the week before the race. Falconer led till 150 yards, 
when Cooper spurted and won by three yards. 

Times — 1st lap min. 44 sec. 

2nd „ 1 „ 25 „ 

3rd „ 2 „ 8 „ 

,. , . , 4th „ 2 , 46?,, 

which IS the fastest time on record, the previous record 
being 2 min. 47 f sec., done by Cooper at Cambridge last year. 
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Friday, May 28tli. 
Amatbub-F&ofessional Ten Miles. 

Afi;er riding a mile, Cortis joined the two racers to make 
pace, and took them alons very fast, Falconer generally 
riding second, and Cooper third. At intervals Cortis waited 
a lap to rest, and picked them up again ; Pollock aiao took 
them along for a mile or so. After riding 7^ miles in 
22 min. 32 sec., Falconer stopped, complaining of stitch ; 
Cooper continued to follow Cortis, and though apparently 
wanting to stop in the eighth mile, stuck to it very pluckily, 
and racing Cortis in the last lap, beat him b;^ two yards. 
Eeith-Falconer secured the amateur records for six and seven 
miles; Cooper beat previous professional records firom four 
miles to ten, and also beat the previous amateur records for 
eight, nine, and ten miles, We give times for each mile : — 
Ist, 2 min. 58 sec. ; 2nd, 6 min. 2 sec. ; 3rd, 9 min. sec. ; 
4th, 11 min. 58 sec. ; 5th, 14 min. 59 sec. 

6th 18min. 4sec. previous record 18min. 30sec. 

7th 21 „ 7 „ „ „ 21 „ 34 „ 

8th 24 „ 7 „ „ J, 24 „ 40 „ 

9th 27 „ 12 „ „ „ 27 „ 46 „ 

10th 30 „ 6f„ „ „ 30 „ 46f„ 

The last mile thus took 2 min. 64f sec., the last lap we 
believe 38 sec. and a fraction. 

CLUB BACES.— One Mile Final. 
Pollock, 1 ; Day, 2. Won by a length in 3 min. 2f sec. 

FouB Miles Handicap. 
Fisher, 45 yds., 1 ; Bailey, scratch, 2 ; Nicholls, 45 yds., 
3. Won by 100 yards. Time, 12 min. 32 sees. 

Saturday, May 29th. 

This was the day fixed for the match against the 
L.B.C. The weather was still fine, and the path was 
not good, as the continued dry weather had made it 
rather loose. This year the new system of scoring was 
introduced for the first time ; it is intensely mathematical, 
especially in the rules concerning dead heats, which do 
equal honour to the head and the heart of their Cambridge 
foimers. The mile is ridden on the old system, two heats 
out of three to score the event. In the four and fifteen 
miles the first man scores six, the second five, and so on, 
down to the last man, who, if he finishes, scores one. The 
marks gained by each Club in the event are then added 
together, the Club having the majority to score the event. 

It may be mentioned that the L.B.C. lost the services of 
Cleaver, and the C.U.Bi.C. of Leeds, both through tumbles. 

One Mile. 

Heat 1 : Wyndham, L.B.C., beat Pollock, C.TI.Bi.C. 
Time, 2 min. 59f sec. Pollock led till the last lap, when 
Wyndham gradually passed him and won a fine race by a foot. 

Heat 2 : Day, C.U.BLC, beat Herbert, L.B.C. Time, 
3 min. 7| sec. This was an amusing race. Neither 
would make pace. The first lap took 54 sec, being 3 min. 
36 sec. for the mile ; while Herbert spurted the last half- 
mile in trying to pass Day, who always had the best of it 
and won by a length. The last two laps were ridden in 
1 min. 27 J sec. 

Heat 3 : Fisher, C.U.Bi.C., beat Scott, L.B.C. Time, 
3 min. 4} sec. Fisher waited on Scott till the last lap, 
when he went by and won by 25 yards. 



FouB Miles. PomtB. Points 

1. Thorn, L.B.C 6 

2. PoUock, C.U.BLC 5 

3. Mayor, C.U.Bi.C 4 

4 Herbert, L.B.C 3 

5. Fisher, C.lI.Bi.C 2 

6. 0. Thorn, L.B.C 1 

11 10 

As will be seen, Cambridge won by one point Time : 
12 min. 32f sec, which is slow for the da^. Fisher led 
most of the way, and racing commenced a mile firom home. 
At the be^nning of the last mile Thorn led Herbert, 
Pollock, and Mayor. Thorn drew away eight yards in 
commencement of last lap from Pollock ; Herbert third, 
close up. Mayor put on one of his famous spurts, and 
caught Herbert on the post by six inches. W. T. Thorn, 
1, by six yards easy, looking back ; Pollock, 2, by four 
yards ; Mayor, 3, by six inches ; Herbert, 4, by three or four 
yards. 0. Thorn had one lap to go when the others finished. 

Fifteen Miles. Pointi. Pointi. 

1. Bailey, C.U.Bi.C 6 

A fThom, L.B.C. • • ••••• 5 

^•tDay,C.U.Bi.C 5 

4 Wyndham, L.B.C. 3 

5. Tower, C.U.BLC 2 

6. Butler, L.B.C.; did not finish. — — 

13 8 

Cambridge won by five points. 
Thb was one of the most exciting races ever seen 
on the University path. The Cambridge men had 
agreed to force the pace, and each to lead in turn for a 
mile or so ; accordingly for the first fourteen miles they 
kept relieving each other in the most unselfish way, 
the three of them generally being in front. Thorn 
and Wyndham riding close behind. Four miles were 
covered in 12 min. 23 sec, nine seconds £ftster than 
the four miles just ridden, 5 miles in 15 min. 32 sea, 
7} miles (halfway) in 23 min. 20 sec., 10 miles in 31 min. 
1 1 sec, and then record times began to be beaten. This 
was shouted to the riders, and all of them heard it except 
Thorn. Had he but known how the time was going after 
the eleventh mile we doubt not that he could have beaten 
previous " records,'' as he was riding well within himself, 
and only waiting for the last lap. As it was, Tower and 
Dav raced for each record, Bailey reserving himself for the 
end, and Wyndham — to give his own account — not being . 
" ambitious." The times were : 

1 1 miles — ^Day, 34m. I9sec., previous record 34m. 48sec. 

12 miles — ^Tower,37m. 24sec., „ „ 38m. 0|sec. 

13 miles — Day, 40m. 33sec., „ „ 41m. 14sec. 

14 miles— Tower, 43m. 40sec., „ „ 44m. 306ec. 
Then, at the beginning of the last mile, Wyndham and 
Thorn went to the front. Wyndham began spurting in 
earnest half a mile from home. Thorn next, then the 
three Cambridge men, and the bell rang for the last lap 
amid great excitement and shouting, which increased as, 
half way through the lap. Day and Bailey went past the 
two London men, thus shutting Thorn in. Passing Wynd- 
ham, they raced in. Day on the inside, Bailey in the 
middle, Thorn coming up on the outside, and Bailey won a 
magnificent race by a good yard. Thorn and Day running a 
decS heat for second place, in 46 mia 341 sec, the previous 
record having been 47 min. 47 sec. The last mile was 
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2 min. 54} sec.> the last lap SSj sec., so, as Bailey was 
riding fourth at the begiiming, his last lap must have been 
under 38 seconds. 

Thorn was undoubtedly shut in, and lost considerably by 
not being able to spurt his fastest till the last 100 yards, 
when he gained a good deal. This is the London side of 
the question. The Cambridge side is that Thorn ought not 
to have run the risk of being shut in by riding oehind 
Wyndham half way through the last lap, with three Cam- . 
bridge men behind him, but should have gone level with 
Wyndham. We give both sides for our readers to judge. 
Cambridge therefore won all three events and the match, 
making the score London 2, Cambridge 1. They also won 
the Inter-University Races, making the score Cambridge 4, 
Oxford 3. Eleven more records were won for the Cambridge 
path, which now has the records for 1, 2, and 6 — 15 miles, 
and the " gate " was very satisfactory. 

Mr. Comell very kindly undertook the duties of judge 
for the L.B.C., T. E. Scrutton acting for the C.U.Bi.C. 



RACING FIXTURES. 



June 5th. — ^Pickwick B.C. Race Meeting, Stamford 

Bridge. 
June 5th. — ^Dewsbury B.C. Race Meeting. 
June 5th. — Croydon B.C., Crystal Palace. 
June 12th. — Eangston Bicycle Club, Surbiton Running 

Grounds. 
June 12th. — Stanley B.C. Race Meeting, Page's Ground, 

Tufnefi Park. 
June 16th. — ^Bicycle Union Championship Race Meeting, 

One and Five Miles, at Surbiton Running 

Grounds. 
June 19th. — ^London B.C. Annual Race Meeting, Stamford 

Bridge. 
June 19th. — ^Private Banks Cricket and Athletic Club 

Race Meeting. 
June 23rd. — Bicycle Union Championship Race Meeting, 

Twenty-five Miles, at Surbiton Running 

Grounds. 
June 24th. — ^Tufnell B.C. Race Meeting, Page's Ground. 

TufneU Park. 
June 26th. — ^L.A.C. Second Summer Meeting (4 miles 

Bicycle Handicap, open to amateurs), Stam- 
ford Bridge. 
June 30th.— Bicycle Union Championship Race Meeting, 

Fifty Miles, at Surbiton Running Grounds. 
July 3rd. — Civil Service B.C. Race Meeting. 
July 10th. — ^Belgrave B.C. Race Meeting (1 mile open to 

amateurs), Stamford Bridge. 
July 17tL — Gresham Athletic Club, Stamford Bridge. 
July 21st. — Eastbourne B.C. Race Meeting. Three open 

Amateur events. 
July 24th. — ^Lombard B.C. Race Meeting, Catford Bridge. 
July 24th. — ^Arion B.C., Stamford Bridge. 
July 3l8t. — ^Railway Clearing House, Stamford Bridge. 
July 31st. — ^Brighton B.C. Annual Racelkfeeting. 
Aug. 28th. — South London Harriers, Stamford Bridge. 
Sept. 11th.— I. Zingari B.C., Stamford Bridge. 
Sept 18th. — Surrey B.C. Autumn Race Meeting, Een- 

nington Oval. 
Sept. 25th.— Druids B.C., Stamford Bridge. 
Oct. 2nd. — ^L.A.C. Autumn Meeting, Stamford Bridge. 
Nov. 6th. — L.A.C. Winter Meeting, Stamford Bridge. 



Cortwpmtbjcnte. 

BATH TRIAL. 
To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 

Sir, — ^I have read the letters in your last issues upon 
this event, and am surprised that the subject has not been 
more ventilated through your columns. Without doubt the 
gide on Whit-Monday was keenly felt in more ways than 
one by many competitors, who had devoted weeks of training 
to enable them to obtain the privilege of dandling the road 
medal on their watch-chains. At the same time, I think it 
would be most unconstitutional to run a second time this 
year, as the Trial was originally instituted as an annual 
affair. The time allowed for the hundred miles, under 
ordinary circumstances, is ample for a fairly good rider, as 
was proved by the results in 1878. For two years past we 
have been ba£9ed by the weather ; next year the order of 
things may again be reversed, and twenty members may 
complete the distance in the prescribed time. I should 
therefore suggest that next year, instead of ten medals, 
fifteen be competed for; and with this view the matter 
should be fully discussed at our General Meeting. I do 
not think we should be warranted in going to the expense 
of summoning a Special General Meeting of the CIud for 
the benefit of one portion of its members, namely, the com- 
petitors in the Trial, as clearly they alone would be afifected 
by the decision of the meeting, although it might be 
desirable for the Captain of each district to take the opinion 
of the members upoi^. the subject, and to report thereon to 
the Committee. This could be done to a«ffreat extent at 
the Club runs ; and through the medium of the Gazbtte the 
other members might be asked to send their views in a con- 
cise form to their Captain. — Trusting I have not trespassed 
too much on your space, I am, yours obediently, 

Weston Green, 31st May. Alfked Henrt. 

THE BATH TRIAL.— SHALL WE RUN IT AGAIN? 
To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette, 

Sir, — With regard to the question as to whether the 
Bath Trial should be run again this year, does not the 
chief difficulty rather lie in the question as to whether 
fresh entries could be received or not? If it was decided 
that no fresh entry could be received, then surely would 
not the decision rest chiefly with the twenty-four com- 
petitors who had ahready entered for the race ; and if it 
was found that a day could be fixed which would be most 
convenient to the majority, it would not be likely that any 
opposition would be urged by anyone, since — ^as " Marl- 
borough Hill " in our last issue hints — those who intend to 
enter next year will have all the more chance of obtaining 
a medal, as there will be probably liine or ten likely ones 
the less to run against them in consequence of having won 
them this year. He also veiy truly observes, it is not our 
policy to withhold the medals, but to distribute them as 
equally as possible. 

The case also would have been different if a single com- 
petitor had done it in the time, as the thin^ set down to 
be done would have been accomplished in a certain 
degree (as last year, when only three or four managed it) ; 
but as it was a perfect and absolute blank, I, for one, 
cannot see that any really valid objection could be urged 
against it, except that it would put our Captain, or some 
equally unselfish and public-spirited substitute, to the 
trouble of going down to start the competitors and travel 
up by train to take the times as they come in, but I 
venture to assert — ^from what one knows of the L.B.G. men 
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-Hsach an one will not be found wanting should our Captain 
be away, or otherwise find it inconvenient to attend on the 
day, should another be fixed on. 

Abothbe CoHPEnros. 

To the Editor qf the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 
Sm,— Referring to my letter simed "Competitor" in 
last week's Gazbttb, I think it well to supplement it with 
another in order to make more clear what xthen mentioned, 
viz., that it was not my deaire to impeach Mr. Freeth in any 
respect, but (mly to correct an error into which I think he 
has unwittingly fallen by fancjdng, when he passed the 
competitors on Marlborouffh Downs, that they were still 
racing, whereas in reality l£e majority of them had thrown 
up all idea of continuing the Trial soon after leaving 
Devizes. — Having no desire to maintain my nom de plumes 
I subscribe myseu yours tnily, John W. Potter. 

ROAD TRIAL, 1880. 
To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 

Snt, — I should Uke to say a little upon this subject 
as others have done. It must occur to many of us that 
the time limit acts unfairly upon a great number of 
the would-be medallists. The road medals were intended 
to be given to the best all-round road riders and not merely 
to men from the racing path, or other fast riders who would 
win when the day was exeeptionally fine, the surface excep- 
tionally good, and the wind exceptionally favourable. This 
being so, we ought to consider whether A, who covers 100 miles 
in seven or eight hours with a violent gale of wind behind 
him and comes in first, or B, who completes the same 
distance in twelve hours against a similar gale, also coming 
in first, is the better man. Without an inquiry somewhat 
similar to that of the Tav Bridge as to the strength and 
velocity of a gale of wind, it is difficult to decide, but in 
fair play we may assume that A' and B are eaually good 
men for all-round road riding. Why then should A obtain 
the medal on his day whilst B does not (nor probably ever 
will) when it is his turn ? 

I have been thinking perhaps too much of the enamelled 
medal, but a little consideration will convince everyone 
that Uie result is the same when the plain gold medal 
is alone the honourable object of members' ambition. 
Men past a certain age and riders who for manv resisons 
cannot keep up twelve miles per hour whilst in the saddle 
are disqualified by the time limit, although against a 
bad wind, in bad weather, or over a uad surface they 
may in their turn prove the superior riders, and ofttimes 
show more pluck and endurance, under adverse circum- 
stances, than their fast rivals. Let us for a moment 
suppose the time limit to be abolished, as suggested by 
Mr. R. 6. Francis, or more properly extended to twdve or 
fourteen hours ; would the consequences be very dreadful ? 
The first thought that occurs is, that ten medals would 
assuredly have to be provided yearly. But there is no 
certainty of this, for a man must be a very good rider who 
covers one hundred miles in twelve or fourteen hours 
against a gale such as that of last Whit Monday ; moreover, 
the Club can easily prevent this, or the contingency of 
every member eventually becoming a medallist, by limiting 
the number of medals yearly to be won to four or five, or 
even in course of time to a lesser number. I think that 
the following questions should be carefully considered by 
every memb^ interested in the subject : — 

1. Whether it is better that four medals should be offered 
and toon yearly, pr that ten medals should be 



offered and won, or not won, according to the 
inconsistency of an English climate or the state of 
the Bath Road? 
2. Whether racing members and other flyers (including 
those who invariably ride over perfect roads and 
with a wind behind them) should retain the 
undoubted advantage they possess, when weather, 
wind, and snr£euse are favourable ? whilst, on rough 
days, the, then better (».d. the first half-dozen) 
men, unlea they achieve the, as a rule, impoeaible, 
reap no reward either in medal or certificate. 
8. Whether it would not be more conducive to the 
honour and dignity of the L.B.C., that every member 
who starts from Bath early on Whit Monday should 
bicycle to Reading, Maidenhead, or Hounslow, evcai 
against a gale of wind, instead of training (?) it 
from Deviiee, Marlborough, etc. 
As to this last question there is no doubt that had the 
time limit been longer on Whit Monday, there would have 
been no such sorrowful sight as was seen that day on Marl- 
borough Downs and at Marlborough, except perhaps in the 
case of the exhausted ones who walked down hiU ; there 
would have been far less of train work, and men instead of 
giving up at twenty or thirty miles from Bath, would at 
least have shown they were not butterfly riders, and would 
have endeavoured to arrive in London amongst the first 
half-dozen. 

Before I conclude, Mr. Editor, allow me throuj|[h your 
columns to heartily thank all those gentlemen (their names 
are too numerous to mention), who so kindly dismonnted 
and waited for me when I met with my accident in Saver- 
nake Forest (not Devizes as reported in Gazettb), I felt 
very grateful at the time, and I sincerely hope I shall 
never forget their kindnesSb — ^Yours truly, 
1st June, 1880. H. G. Fbsbth. 

To ths Editor qf the London Bicycle CM> Gazette. 

Snt, — I think perhaps a word or two is due from me, 
as I am responsible for the aoconnt of the Bath Trials. 
With reference to " Competitor's " letter in last week's issue, 
Mr. fVeetii very kindly nanded me the list of times which 
appeared in the account, not exactly as a part of the " record 
of the race" but as an interesting item in the history of the 
day. I do not understand that ''(Competitor" doubts the 
accuracy of the times, and if he wishes credit for stopping 
short of Marlborough, he has, at any rate, the satisfiiction 
of seeing that lids is verified by Mr. Freeth's figures. 

I am sorry toannoy anyone, but I trust '' (Jompetitor" 
will now put the blame on the right shouldera — I am, etc., 

Thbo. GtoDLEB.. 

NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

All contributions must be addressed to " The Editor, 
L.B.C. Gazette, 35, Eastcheap, E.C.," and must bear the 
name of Uie anthor, though not necessarily for insertion. 

They must be written on one side of the paper only, and, 
if immediate insertion is desired, must be received not later 
than Wednesday morning. 

In reply to a vequest fix)m several manbers, we have 
arranged with Measrs. Darling to supply portifolios in which 
unbound copies of the Oazettb may hd Kept ; cost is 2s. ; 
stamped on outside with the Club badge. 

BoBEAa — Unavoida bl y crowded out. 

Printed for the Proprietors by Dablino & Son, at the Minerra Steam 
Printing Office, 86, Eastcheap, Londoii, KC^Jime 4, 1880. 
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The apologies of the Editor are certainly due to several 
gentlemen whose communications for some few weeks have 
remained . unpublished. Their insertion, however, has 
hitherto been prevented by nothing but the happily 
plethoric state of " The Tub." 

This, although it may be deemed a sufficient excuse, 
will, it is hoped, in no way serve to stint the supply of 
material, since the dead season — the era of gigantic 
gooseberries and frog storms-^ must be sooner or lajier 
faced. Then will the Buns and Articles collected in more 
stirring times find willing readers. Narratives of per- 
sonal adventure must necessarily 3rield precedence to 
Official Notices, District Captains* Reports, Correspondence, 
and Stray Not^. Being good " not for a day but for all 
time," the former do not appreciably lose in interest by the 
delay of a few weeks in their publication, although they 
embody the material which it is hoped will always fill very 
many columns of our paper. Now that the perusal of the 
latter is absolutely confined to our members and their 
friends, it will be found to serve the purpose of a journal 
or diary of the L.B.C. man's club life, open at all times to 
himself and his friends, and serving ever 'to remind him of 
many a sunny day in life's history. We trust, after thus 
referring to the Runs with which our paper to be of general 
interest should be well stocked, that men will continue to 
forward such copy, and also bear patiently with us if it be 
for a time crowded out by more ephemeral and perhaps 
more exacting material 

So much for Buns. Stray Notes should be the small 



change current in the Club, and need not be devoid of 
interest though they do but " chronicle small beer." One 
man cannot properly make them. Their raw material 
should be collected by many hands, to be pieced together 
by one artisan. Any man can manufacture Strays by 
the dozen out of his own small circle of Club friends, but 
we want more than this-^we want odds and ends out of 
every district, and though it may amuse a Colonist to read 
of his own surroundings every Friday evening it may not 
always equally interest others. ** Toujours Perdrix** 
doesn't suit all palates, so our dishes must be not only 
spiced but varied. 

Before touching the tape we would fain ask occasional 
help from the pens of the ladies. ''To see ourselves as 
others see us " is always good, and we venture on behalf of 
members to invoke "our sisters, and our cousins, and 
our aunts.** 



ANNUAL RACE MEETING. 
The Annual Race Meeting is to take place on Saturday, 
the 19th June ; racing to commence at 3 p.m. punctually. 
The events ar^ : — 

1. One Mile Handicap (Members only). Prizes value 
£7, £3, and £2. 

2. Two Miles Scratch Race for the Ladies' Challenge 
Prize (Members only), 

3. Two Miles Amateur Handicap (Open). Prizes value 
£10, £5, and £2. 

4 Ten Miles District Challenge Race (Members only). 
The Club are indebted to the liberality of Mr. J. B. 
Holdsworth for the prizes for the Mile Handicap, and the 
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Committee trust that the gratitude of members will be 
shown in the form of a larffe entry. It is also hoped that 
the entry for the Ladies' Challenge Prize will be somewhat 
larger than that of last year. The entrance fee for each of 
the ^rst three events is 2s. 6d. ; entry forfns can be obtained 
from the Secretary. 

Members themselves will be admitted free to the ground 
on production of their Club badge ; they are a^^ to 
endeavour to dispose of the four plain tickets sent them 
with the Gazbttb of 28th May. The price of each ticket, 
if purchased before the day, is eighteenpence. Should 
any member require a further supply of tickets, they can 
be obtained from the Secretary. They will also be on sale 
at the principal bicycle a^nts. 

Competitors can train on the course on 17th June, except 
between the hours of five and seven. 



JOINT S.K AND N.E. RUN. 

The arrangements for next Saturday, so far as the N.E. 
are concerned, are now complete, thanks in great measure 
to that energetic man the Deputy District Captain of the 
S.E., who has taken all sorts of trouble on our behalf. 

The object of our research is the " Pier Hotel " at Erith, 
and the method of reaching it is to ride, starting at the 
usual hour, to Great Coldharbour Farm (instead of rurfleet, 
as stated before), from whence certain boats are to be hailed 
which will convey the riders and such machines as may 
wish to cross over, the unenterprising machines being left 
at the Farm. 

The route to the Farm is through Bainham, and, about 
the second turning to the right. 

We should perhaps add tibat the fare across is 6d. each 
way, but we trust that this will hot deter any members 
from attending, but if any of those eleven N.E. members 
who have not paid their subscription do feel a diflSculty 
about it we will undertake to get up a collection for them. 
We hope the N.E. will require no fdrdier urging to turn 
out in overwhelming numbers. 

For A. Fowler and Self, 

_^___ Thbo. Godlbb. 

MEET CARD. 
District Captains and their substitutes are politely re- 
minded that the new card must be put in hand very shortly, 
and are requested to make up their minds accordingly. 

Thbo. Oodlbb, Captain. 

^ SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
The Treasurer's Deputy wishes to give members who 
Mimot or will not pay their subscriptions one more chance. 
He intends to be at the Annual Race Meeting, and will 
receive all subscriptions still outstanding at that time, that 
is to My if they are tendered. After that members must 
take the consequences. 

L.B.C. CONCERT. 
There are, I regret to say, several members who have not 
yet paid for their Concert tickets. I shall feel obliged if 
they would send the money at once, as there are still some 
outstanding accounts, and as I am considerably out of 
pocket by the Concert. I am certainly not going to find 
a^v more money, especially as the amount still owing for 
tickets will cover all debta. B. C. Koot. 



SATURDAY RUNS. 

N.W. Distriot. 

June 5th. Rain has fallen at last, and aa a natural con- 
sequence good roads were to be expected ; in this the 
sixteen members and one visitor who turned out on Satur- 
day last were not disappointed, for roads throughout were 
splendid, except on one or two of the hills, where the loose 
stones take longer to conglomerate into a hard surface. 
Nine men collected at the starting point, and Nevill, 
Paxom, and Williams joined us at Church End, Finchlev ; 
Nevill, however, soon left us to go and buy horseflesh (ne 
already has an '' Arab,") and took Freeth with hiuL The 
long water-splash, sometimes impassable, was safely crossed 
by aU, and the Mill Hill road struck near the station. 
Then came the three long, stiff hiUs, which our W. District 
visitor described as "precipices." Bittacy Hill, though 
loose towards the top, was ridden up by Price and Williams; 
Highwood Hill proved too much for anybody, and Bamet 
Gate Hill succumbed to the District Captain's new 
"Humber." Pollock left us here to return home and 
fulfil an engagement The N.W. wind blowing up 
Rowley Green rather spoilt the usually good fly down, l^^s 
up, and the water-splash at the bottom was actually dry. 
Roads through Shenley and beyond were simply perfection, 
but this did not prevent Dalton — who, owing to a bad knee, 
was only out for the first time this season — ^nrom showing us 
that he had not forgotten how to do a cropper close to the 
spot where he performed the Absalom feat last year. Near 
London Colney the main road was struck, and the fine 
surface tempted us to make a rather smart pace against a 
head wind into St. iUbans, which with wondeitul punctuality 
was reached at the time appointed — six o'clock. The baths 
not being open for the season till Monday, our swim had to 
be deferred. At the " Cr3rstal Palace " (no connection with 
any other house of this name elsewhere) a fair t«a was had 
(is. 4d.), Barnett, Lan^ore, and R. Newman arriving just 
in time to sit down to it Rain b^an to fall soon after our 
arrival, and as it promised to continue all night, a start 
homewards was made in three detachments, the first leaving 
at 7.33, and the others five minutes after each other. 
However, with a fair surface and a tail wind, Nos. 2 
and 3 made such a warm pace that all ran into Bamet 
together. The rest of the way was comfortably got over by 
twilight, the fla^[&{taff being reached by 9.25. So ended 
another very enjoyable run, which the rain certainly did 
not spoil, for our clothes were merely damp. Distance, 19 
and 17^ miles, total 36^ miles. Present : Alison, Barnett, 
Dalton, Freeth, Hill, A. H. Eoch, Langmore, Metc^dfe, 
R. Newman, Nevill, Paxom, E. H. Pollock, J. Powell, Price, 
W. J. Williams, a visitor, and 

NoKMAN B. MoBAis, District Captain. 

N.W. DISTRICT.— NOTICE. 

As the S.W. District do not intend to meet us next 
Saturday, 12th, and our district appears not to care about 
Uxbridge, the run has been altered to HiUingdon, which is 
not so far. Highbury and Camden members bad better 
meet us at Child's Hill or Bbok Pot Hill, by Wembley 
Park. The West will, I hope, join us at Sudbury Station 
at 4.45, and we shall then run together by Alperton, Green- 
ford, and West ^d to Hillingdon. We shall be glad to 
see a Uttle more of our Eilbum and Maida Vale members. 

I have the names of some eiffht men to compete in the 
preliminaiy trial for tiie Ten Miles District Challenge. I 
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am hourly expecting to hear what day tl^ trial can be ran, 
and if there are any other N. W. men who would care to 
try they must let me Imow at once. 

NoBMAN B. MoRam, District Captain. 

W. Disraicr. ' 
Four men left the starting-place at 3.55, and rode via 
Putney Bridge, Wimbledon Common, to Merton. Here 
Des Vceuz left us, as he had to be home eari^. We found the 
main road rather the worse for the traffic on the Derby- 
day, so we turned to the left along a splendid road to 
Sutton. Here we decided to alter the run and ride to 
Betchworth to meet the S.K We had a rouffh and loose 
road all the way to the summit of Banstead Downs, which 
made it rather warm work, but we were amply repaid by 
the magnificent view obtained across the country, aJthough 
slightly marred by the rain and mist. At Walton Heath 
we inquired tbe way and distance to Betchworth, and were 
told it was only two miles, so we put on the pace for about 
two or three miles until we saw an ominous-looking board 
on a tree warning us that the hill below was dangerous, so 
we dismounted at the lodge and were informed toat about 
nine men had ^one down about fiye minutes before, and 
that we were still two miles from Betchworth, so thinking 
that these were the S.K we walked down the hill and 
hurried on, riding through the village, but not seeing any 
sign of the other men, we turned at the river and rode 
back, and were lucky enough to find a man who told us 
that several 'cyclists were at the " Bed Lion ;" he directed 
us there, so we rode back and arrived there just as the 
S.E. had finished tea. After tea we all rode to Beigate, 
where we stopped again to indulge in some music. At 9.15 
we started for home, riding via £eigate Hill, Sutton, Wim- 
bledon, Boehampton Lane, Hammersmith Bridge, to Ken- 
sington, where we parted for our several destinations. 
Distance 49| miles. Present : F. Des Voeux. 0. B. Hill, 
T. H. Jahn, and C. E. Law» pro Dist Capt. 



S.W. DiSTEicr. 



The meet at the ''Griffin" consisted of only two members, 
who, after allowing considerable grace for any additions 
to the muster, took the road to Ewell. Outside Surbiton 
we were joined by Buckler and Henry, and at Ewell found 
Taylor awaiting us. This last acquisition to our numbers 

Cved useful, for in acting as our pilot Tavlor gave us the 
eGt of his knowledge of the neighbourhood, and intro- 
duced us to a district beyond Burgh Heath that was new 
to all of us. Taking the first turning to the right beyond the 
turnpike on Burgh Heath, we came upon Walton Heath 
and the village of Walton-on'the-Hifl, prettily situated 
mii gorse ana furze. The village church, with its octa- 
gonal tower and tracery windows, occupied a secluded 
position on the left, at the end of the village. ^ There is 
said to be a circular font here containing some interesting 
decorated sculpture, but this we did not stay to observe. 
Beyond Walton Oak we came to a steep descent known as 
Prixham or Bitcham Hill, which proved quite unrideable, 
though one or two of us would lixe to have attempted it 
had the surface been fairly good. We found that we were 
the first to arrive at the " Red Lion " at Betchworth, and 
^ere soon joined by Barrett, the S.E. and W. following 
shortly after. The river Mole flows close by here, and on 
its bank stands Betchworth Church, which, firom its anti- 
quity and picturesque position, would have claimed our 



attention had not the rain caused us to postpone our 
intended visit. As few harmonious strains could have 
rewarded any efforts made to emit them firom the instru- 
ment that has ajpparently done good service as a piano, we 
all rode on to Beigate after tea, where musical members 
kindly gave us the beneGit of their vocal and instrumental 
talent. The night beinfi; wet, and an early start considered 
desirable, we left the " Grapes" at 9.10 p.m., and contented 
ourselves with only riding up to the paving stones of 
Reigate Hill, reaching Kingston about 10.35 p.m. The 
roadis may be said to nave b^n fairly good all the way, the 
recent rains having creativ improved their surfaces. 
Distance to the " Griffin ' and back about 33 miles. Members 
present were Holdsworth, Buckler, Taylor, Henry, and 
Gruggen. 

S.W. run for Saturday next, June 12th. — Instead of 
Uzbridge, as first announced, " Griffin," Kingston, at 4.0 
sharp, for Walton-on-Thames C'Swan") Photographic 
Meet 



S.K DiSTBicr. — CaoYDOH Division. 
We started at the usual time last Saturday for the ride 
to Betchworth, after having left a notice on the board at 
the Fire Station of how many men our party consisted, 
the route we intended to take, and the name of the inn 
where tea had been ordered. At Waddon our party was 
joined by J. Williams, and at the Oaks Gerich was obliged 
to turn back to keep an engagement. The route lay 
through Banstead, where we lost our way three times, and 
down the celebrated Pebble Hill, at the top of which is 
one of the Bicycle Union danger boards. We wished 
we could induce some of the N.W. hill riders to attempt 
this hill, we have heard so much of their powers from their 
ex-District Captain, and we think this hill would put their 
celebrated Muswell Hill into the shade. We reached the 
foot of the hill and were soon at Betchworth, qnite ready 
for the tea which the S.W. men had been looking at for 
sometime with longing eyes. During tea we were joined 
by the West men, and after tea, acting upon the suggestion 
contained in Henry's letter in the last Gazbttb, I put the 
question to the eighteen men present, " Should we run t^ 
again ? " It was unanimously decided, all the men voting, 
that it would be unadvisable to run tiie Bath Trial again 
this year. Aftw tea, as there was no piano, we mounted 
our machines and rode at a gentle pace into Rei|;ate, 
where at the " Grapes " we found the much-wished-for piano, 
which was played by Johns in his usual masterhr manner. 
A joUy evening was spent, enlivened by songs nrom Hill, 
Kinder, Barrett, Tylor, and J. Williams, and at about 9.30 
saddles were filled, and Croydon reached at a pace which 
made a well-known but unfortunate competitor in the last 
Bath Trial c^ peccavi. Present : Ashley Barrett, E. H. 
Carr, F. E. Gench, W. Johns, J. Kinder, C. E Parker, 
S. Politzer, A. 0. Tylor, 0. B. Wheeler, J. Williams, Junr., 
and F. M. Williams, District Captain. 

Blackhsath Division. 
June 5th. — The usual pair, accompanied by two visitors, 
left the meeting-place at an easy pace, and followed the 
well-known road as far as half way down Famborough Hill, 
where a sharp turn to the left brought them to the foot of 
the somewhat stonvlane leading up the hill, pastChelsfield, 
to the summit of the ridge ovenookinff the Darenth Valley. 
The descent into this v^ey at Shorenam is accomplished 
by a long and steady slope, nowhere dangerous, but 
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requiring care, owing to its narrownees and looseness. 
Dicker and Robinson (visitor^ achieved slight croppers on 
this part of the journey, the rormer's machine being slightly 
bent in the backbone. The "George" at Shorenam is a 
most ezclusiye hostelry, and it was only on account of the 
high character bom by the L.B.C. that the landlord con- 
sented to accommodato so large a party. He assured us 
that he had just sent hungiv away the members of another 
club. After tea we visited the church, which has a very 
remarkable ancient rood screen and porch ; it also contains 
the colours carried by Conmiander Cameron's expedition 
through Africa. That distinguished traveller is a native of 
this parish ; and we were shown a young negro whom he 
had brought over as a boy from the interior of the " Dark 
Continent" The journey home was accomplished as 
pleasantly as head wind, rain, and mud would allow, the 
route taken being by Famingham. Present : M. Dicker, 
S. P. Smith, and two visitors. 

SOUTH-EAST DISTRICT.— NOTICE. 
For the first time in the annals of the L.B.C., tiie North- 
East District will cross the Thames and land on our shores 
next Saturday. I therefore hope that each of the sixty-one 
members of this district will assemble atErith ("PierHotel") 
to welcome them. A mistaken idea seems to exist that the 
road to Erith is a bad one, whereas it is one of the best in 
the district, and I believe there is not a yard of macadam 
the whole wav. The route for the Croydon men will lie 
through Famborouffh and up the Cray Valley. It will also 
be the first time that our Captain will have honoured us 
with his presence, and this should be a fturther inducement 
for every member to score an attendance, and to show the 
great man what the district can do when it likes. 

F. M. Williams, Distr ict Captain. 

PICKWICK BICYCLE CLUB, 

SiAMvoRD Bbidqb Qeounds, Fulham. 

Saturday, June 5, 1880. 

This old Club held their annual race meeting on Saturday 
last in pretty fair weather. The wind being very strong from 
N. W. made the racing very hard work, which accounted for 
the bad times : also much interest was lost from the fact of 
the Hon. I. Keith-Falconer not tumine up, owing, it is 
said, to his not liking the comers, in which we can safely 
bear him out. In our opinion they are anything but 
safe, as, being made on the dead level, it is very hard work 
to get round them at ftiU speed safely. We noticed that 
everybody seemed to pull up at the commencement of 
the bottom comer, for, commg down the final straight 
with the wind behind them, it is a very hard thing to go 
round safely at full speed ; hence the accident to 0. Thorn, 
who we believe but for that would have very nearly 
won the handicap ; not that it was his fault, far from it, as 
it was the fiiult of the man in front of him, who, riding 
wide, compelled Thorn to run right into the railings. We 
also noticed two or three very bad cases of unfair riding, 
and hope that at pur own race meeting somebody will have 
full power to disqualify any man for riding all over the 
course when there are other men close behind hint About 
2,500 people were present, and with the help of a military 
band the day's racing was brought to a satisfactory end. 
A. P. Trotter, C U.Bi.C., was judge, M. D. Eucker, L.B.C., 
handioapper, and G. P. Coleman, L.B.C., official timekeeper. 

A Two Milbs Club Haitbicap was won by J. Hom 130 
TOr<k, first; A. T. Hunter, 280, second; J. H. Pullin,'l50, 
third. Tune, 6 mm. 28 seo. 



Ova MitB Open Handicap. 

Heat 1 : W. Agate, Crescent B.C., 185 yards stert, 57in. 
wheel, first; H. A. Venables, Civil Service, 145, 54in., 
second; A. Herbert, London, 100, 56in., 0; F. Crook, 
Clapham, 140, 50in., ; A. P. Shaw, C.S., 45, 55iin., 0. 
The limit man ke|t in front all the way, and won oy five 
yards. Time, 2 nun. 56 sec. 

Heat 2 : J. Hill, Surbiton, 200 yards start, 52in. wheel, 
first ; D. H. Lawrence, I Zingari, 200, 52in., second ; J. J» 
House, West London, 110, 55in., 0. Hill ran away from 
Lawrence, and wim easily by two yards. Time, 3 min. 
7y sec. 

Heat 3 : 0. Thorn, London, 170 yards start, 56in. wheel, 
first ; R. G. Evans, Gresham, 200, 58 in., second ; A. Tar- 
ling, Pickwick, 85, 56in., third ; R. Vazie-Simons, Saturn, 
145, 53in., ; 8. T. Bond, Comet, 160, 52in., 0. A very 
good race between 0. Thorn and Evans, the latter riding 
all over the ground and anywhere but in his proper place, 
Thom just winning by a yard and a half. Time, 2 min. 
55| sec. 

Heat 4 : H. V.^. Baker, Dmids, 110 yards start, 52in. 
wheel, first ; H. Huber, Orion, 140, 54in., second ; W. T. 
Thom, London, 55, 58in., third. Baker got the lead in 
the last lap, Thom coming up very fast, but could not 
manage to get placed. Baker winning by six yards. Time, 
3 min. 0^ sec. 

Heat 5: E. H. Morgan, Great Yarmouth, 180 yards 
stert, 56in. wheel, first ; H. J. Swindlev, Kensington, 150, 
56in., second ; J. R. Hamilton, Draios, 45, 56in., third. 
Morgan, keeping the lead all the way, won easily by ten 
yards. Time, 2 min. 59^ sec. 

Heat 6 : J. H. Pallin, Pickwick, 175 yards stert, 54-in. 
wheel, first ; J. Griflith, Surrey, 70, 56-in., second ; J. H. 
Adams, Rovers, 160, 53-in., third. The limit man^thout 
being once passed won very easily. Time 2 min. 57| sec. 
Heat 7 : R W. Jenkins, Christohurch, 120 3rards start, 
55-in. wheel, first; J. D. Butler, Danes, 165, 58-in. second; 
W. Wyndham, London, 80, 56-in., third.^ This heat was a 
very good one, all the men gradually closing up, Wyndham 
coming up weU, but Jenkins just having the lead in time at 
the finish, won by barely a yard, one foot between second 
and third. Time 2 min. 58| sec 

Heat 8 : J. R. Dundas, I Zingari, 80 yards start, 54-in. 
wheel, first; A. Beeson, Wanderers, 175, 54-in., second; 
W. J. Reilley, Tower Hamlets, 100, 53-in., third. Dundas 
caught his men in the third lap and came away and won 
by six yards. Time 3 min. $f sec. 

Heat 9 : H. B. Clayson, Brixton, 165 yards stert, 57-in. 
wheel, first ; S. Kemp, Pickwick, 80, 57i-in., second ; W. 
Brown, Kent, 120, 55~in., third. Eemp could not catch 
the limit man, who eventually won by two yards. Time 
2 min. 57f sec. 

Heat 10 : W. J. Ste;;gall, Druids, 170 yards start, 54-in. 
wheel, first ; H. L. Cortis, Wanderers, acratch, 60-in., second ; 
J. M. Cazenove, London, 105 yards start, 54-in., 0. The 
Champion had all his work cut out, but could not get on 
level terms with the limit man, who just won by 1^ yards. 
Time, 2 min. 59^ sec 

Heat 11 : W. R. Salamon, Pickwick, 110 yards start, 
57-in. wheel, first; J, P. Lovering, City of London, 165, 
55-in., second ; R A. Woolnough, JEtovers, 80, 57-in., third. 
Salamon got the lead in the third lap, and just landed by 
one yard. Time 3 min. 3^ sec. 

Heat 12 : 0. £. Oxx, Surrey, 130 yards start, 56-in., 
first; L. B. Reynolds, introduced, 160, 58*in., second; 
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Lacey HiHier^ Stanley, 85, 58-iD., third Ozz, riding in 
his old style, got in front in the last lap, and just won by 
one yard. Time 3 min. If sec. 

The twelve winners were told off in three heats, and the 
winner only and fastest loser to run in the final. It was in 
the first heat that 0. Thorn, on lapping, the leading man, 
and riding very well, was completely shoved on to tlie 
railings, and so spoilt his chance, which we believe was 
very rosy indeed. 

FINAL HEAT. 

K H. Morgan, Great Yarmouth, 180 yards start, first ; 
H. B. Glayson, Brixton, 165, second; R. G. Evans, 
Gresham, 200, third. This proved a very dose race, as the 
men at starting were all together, and remained so till the 
finish, first one leading and then tbe other. At the com- 
mencement of the li^t lap it was anybody's race, but 
Morgan just got in front, and won a good race by barely 
one yard, 3^ yards between second and third. Time, 
2 min. 52^ sec. 

A Slow Raob, 
distance 100 yards, after six heats, was won by G. T. Clough, 
who managed to beat H. L. Cortis. Glou^h, who was riding 
in anything but ^ood form, went on the line five yards from 
home, and Gortis, not thinking, jumped off, so Clough, 
finishing, claimed the race, and it was awarded him, as 
Cortis jumped off. Time, 4 min. 26f sea 

Five Miles Invitation Race. 
H. L. Cortis, Wanderers, 60in. wheel, first ; C. K Liles, 
Temple, 55in., second ; W. T. Thorn, London, 58in., third ; 
A. P. Shaw, Civil Service, 55iin., fourth ; J. P. Griffith, 
Surrey B.C., 50in., ; J. R. Hamilton, Druids, 56in., ; 
W. Wyndham, London, 56in., ; R A. Runtz, Pickwick, 
57in., 0.' Wyndham started off with the lead and made 
the pace very hard, followed by Liles and the rest ; Thorn, 
wahng up, shot into first place at the end of the first 
mile, Cortis meantime waiting behind and looking on. 
Griffith tried his hand at leading and was soon pass^ by 
Wyndham again, the rest keeping well together, Runtz 
retiring at tbee miles and Wyndham at four, as the pace 
was getting very hot. The^ wind blowing very hard and the 
rain conung down made it very hard work. Cortis, who 
had been waiting his turn, shot away at the beginning of 
the fourth mile, and keeping up a rare pace entered the 
last mile some 150 yards ah^, the rest meanwhile racing 
for second place. At the last lap the excitement became 
immense; Cortis, still keeping ahead, came in an easy 
winner hands down by 20 yaros, Liles oeoorid by 1} yards 
from Thorn, who beat Shaw by just a foot. Time for each 
mile : — 1 mile, 3 min. 9^ sec. ; 2 miles, 6 min. 22} sec. ; 
Half distance, 8 min. 1} sec. ; 3 miles, 9 min. 30} sec. ; 
4 miles, 12 min. 32| sec. ; 5 miles, 15 min. 51f sec. 



The following is from a contemporary : 
A BAG FOUND. 

TO TBI BDETOB OV THS "BIOTOLnrO* 

Sn, — ^A biqyolist'i bag Km been brougbt to me. It was found cloee 
to the town on VTbit-Monday, and is supposed to belong to one of the 
L.B.C. oompetitors in the Bath to London race. Owner can have it by 
sending me description, and list of contents, also a few stamps for the 
lad who found it. — ^Yonrs truly, J. W. W. Melhuish, Consul (pro tem,), 
Bicyde Touring Club, MeUcsham, Wilts. 

Stephen P. Smith wishes to thank numerous members 
who have offered him their bicycles. He has now obtained 
one which answers his imrpose. 



STRAY NOTES. 

To D. C.s and others. When next giving us a new site 
for a Club tea would it nofc be as well to hint beforehand in 
these pages at its name and locality ? I like nothing better 
than a picturesque inn, and the " Red Lion " at Betcn worth, 
which fed the S.W., S.E., and W. on Saturday last, was all 
man could desire, but the picturesque generally hides itself 
in obscure corners, and the effort to unearth the reyellers 
in their unknown rendezvous was about as distracting as 
an attempt upon that awful Yankee puzzle with tiie fifteen 

cubes. 

• • • * • • 

I am told the Captain indignantly repudiates having 
seventy-five shillings to invest, as I suggested the week 
before last. The first prize of £2 he was only too glad to 
get rid of long ago. 

• •••#• 

It is worth noticing that the Uteres this week has 
several good words to say for 'cyclists and our sport ; also 
that it goes with the Union in its effort to remove bicycling 
firom the control of the new Athletic Association. At 

S resent matters are in a very transition stage, still I cannot 
ut think it would be as well for one controlling body, 
possessing the confidence of all, such as the 'A. A. just 
mentioned, to take in hand and regulate every branch of 
athletics ; and surely our fsport must come into this 
category. If a racing 'cyclist is not an athlete, I shall feel 
obliged to anybody who will introduce me to such an 
individual 

• ••••♦ 

A Bath competitor is a thing to be muchly pitied. His 
troubles over, and his course from Bath to London run, he 
returns to the old District, yearning for easy times with the 
trusty crocks, his whilom friends. Sad, indeed, is his 
awakening. On every side is he buffeted. Club runs, 
which erst were characterised by their painful tardiness, 
now afford the chance for which each old friend in his in- 
most soul is yearning, and the unlucky competitor is 
continually challenged by those whom he aares not refuse^ 
and in self-defence is compelled to beat 

• ••••• 

On dit that some of the S.W. men talk of attending 
the conjoint meet at Erith on the Richmond water veloci- 
pedes if the tide do but serva 

• ••••• 

Half-a-dozen Club Tri's on which the ladies can attend 
our meets are advocated by some amiable enthusiasts. 

• •«••• 

I am getting terriblv puzzled about the N.B. "District 
Captain." I thought he was in China, but some member 
of the N.E. says he was ''absent at Cambridge" on the 
29th of May. I don't believe it. 

• ••••• 

We shall show our visitors some good things on the 19th 
with Falconer, Cortis, Hamilton, Liles, Shaw, and other 
warm men entered for our events. 

L'hommb qui bit. 

Mablborouoh to Leicester. — ^Can any member give me 
the least bad road between these places? Should I go 
through Chipping Norton and Banbury, or Moreton and 
Stow ? or is there any other way ? Hills I should like to 
be warned of, and " pubs " recommended. I've an idea the 
distance is 108 miles through Banbury, Rugby, and Lutter- 
worth. MUOKEE. 
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FIXTURES FOR CLUB MEETS. 



Date. 



N.S. 



N.W. 



W. 



S.W. 



Oroydon Dividon. 



8.E. 
Bliuskheatli BiTifioii. 



«4 

I 1 



8.80 Left 
Boftd, 8.45 Sy. 
bom's Comer for 
Erith. MeetS.E. 



8.46"JftckStrftw'8 
Casile"forHilUiig. 
doiL Meet W. ftt 
Sodbozy Stfttion. 



8.46 Acton Churdi 
for Hillingdon. 
Meet N.W. ftt 
Sudbuzy Stfttion. 



"Griffin,'* Kingston, 
ftt 4.0 shftrp, for 
WftltonHin-Thftmes. 
(Swan). Photo 
graphic Meet. 



8.80 Central Croy- 
don Station for 
Erith. MeetN.S. 
and Blackheath 
Division. 



i.15 Old Lewisham 
Chnreh for Eiith. 
Meet N.E. and 
Croydon Division. 



HIND HEAD AND BACK. 

The day (Saturday, April 10th) promising to he fine, 
Shields and I determined to take a holiday. Mounting 
at 9.80 we soon found ourselves spinning along ^ the 
Portsmouth road, stopping at Esher to do some shopping ; 
we mounted on to Fairmile and spurted along through 
Quildford, the surface of this road being nearly all 
that could be desired. We made our first dismount at 
Godalming, not much relishing a bump over the uneven 
square sets, the delight of this town, but not of 
bicyclists. The wind being at our backs we spun along 
with ease up to the Boyal Hut, Shields without a dismount, 
but twice I was brought off by patches of loose stones and 
sand, the authorities being busy repairing the roads, much 
to our detriment ; but no sopner off than on again, we 
soon reached our destination, and after indulging in a 
sandwich and soda and milk, we inspected the stone raised 
to the memory of a murdered sailor. Owing to the wind we 
had to work the best part of our way down, carefully riding 
through the loose patches to avoid dismounting in an 
inelegant fashion. With the wind in our teeth, we rode 
up Guildford High Street and Red Hill, etc., and passing 
the Surbiton colony by Ditton Marshes, here dis- 
mounted for the first time to reconnoitre. Finding it was 
not any of the Districts on their way to Ewell, we made 
for the ''Grifi^," and arrived in time to run with the 
S.W. District to Ewell, where we spent a jovial eyening ; 
an account of the proceedings there will be written by an 
abler pen than mine. Returning by lamplight with Soup- 
squares, Spon, and others, we tnus ended a pleasant day. 
Total distance about 75 miles. Bunksbs. 



A TOUR IN THE NORTH WEST OF LONDON. 

One day in April, three members of the L.B.C., Alison, 
HUl, and A. H. Koch, slept at the " Kings' Arms," Bedford ; 
the next morning, after having seen the town, and remarked 
the many strange names on the doors of the Almshouses, 
we started through Elstow, Willhampstead, to Clophill* 
there is a run down into the latter place of one mile ana 
a half over the most perfect road. One member of the 
party arrived so comfortably, legs up, that he kept them 
there a Utile too long, and trying to turn a corner slightly 
uphill and rough he was too late ; the effect of pressure with 
one treadle was to bring up the little wheel, ana to place Imn 
gently on the ground over the handles. No damage being 
done but one tent handle, which was soon put straight, we 
went gaily over a perfect surfoce, but very undulating, with 
a head wind through Ampthill to Ridgmont. We tried to get 
tlm)ugh the Duke of Bedford's park, but the old woman at 
the lodge would not let us through without a permit from 
His Grace, so we had to keep to the main road, "perfect" 
to Wobum, then on through Hockliff to Dunstable. After 
refreshing at the "Saracen's Head" we took over Uie 



downs and up a long hill, 14 miles long, to Ashridge Park, 
then over the common to Great Berklmmpstead and Wat- 
ford. From the latter place the Northern Guide took us 
through beautiful lanes to the Harrow Road Station ; here 
we parted, the other two going on to Hampstead, while I 
took the lanes to Acton, then nome to Kensington. Dis- 
tance about 70 miles. Weather perfect. A most enjovable 
run, and worth trying by others. Scenery idl through the 
trip most lovely. S. 



AN EASTER TOUR. 

At Easter, the weather being propitious, it was decided 
after due consideration to arrange a tour; accordingly, 
Nevill and W. J. Williams met your humble servant, 
shortly after 4.30 p.m., at Swiss Cottage on Thursday the 
25th March, and rode, with minds elat^ with the pleasant 
prospect before them, via the Willesden and Acton lanes, 
to tne well-known town of Brentford, where a dismount 
was made to put something right on Williams's '' Club " 
which had so far been very troublesome in different ways, 
amusing us very much on one occasion hip* catching up a 
piece of thick wire lying in the road, and winding it round 
the bearings of its back wheel We were not sorry to 
get off the macadam, but the gravelly Staines road was 
so loose as to make it almost as liad. A dismount 
was not again made until Staines Bridge was reached, 
where lamps were lit in complianoe with the strict Suney 
bye-laws. At ]&;ham, atter light refresliments, one 
member rode the nill whilst the other two walked ; the 
roads soon improved, and with a full moon the ride 
was made very enjoyabla At Virginia Water the moon 
shining through the fir-trees was a sight likely to 
call forth quite a romantic feeling in an admirer of 
nature, which feeling we townsmen have so little time or 
opportunity for indulging in. Sunnin^ale was soon 
passed, and Penny Hill ridden. On neanng Bagshot the 
sky over a distant hill was seen to be quite uluminated by 
a large fire, which on inquiry we found to be the burning 
of the heath ; indeed, the heath about here is for miles 
in a state of black dust, owing to the carelessness of gipsies 
and others. Nothing of note occurred until BlacKwater 
was reached, where the " White Hart" Hotel was resorted 
to for the night. Our supper was a decided success, as the 
Temple B.C. nad made arrangements to dine there tiienext 
day, and consequently we had the pick of the larder pre- 
pared for them, which pick, by-the-bye, was a very passable 
one. After about an hour for digestion, which was enlivened 
by the distant chords of a very "banjoey" piano, performed 
on by rather doubtful talent, it was deemed advisable to 
retire, and it was not long before balmy sleep had taken 
possession of us. Next morning, after a light breakfast 
and squaring up a very moderate bill, a start was made 
for " Old Basing House," thirteen miles, and the wind 
being behind us the Hartford Bridge Flats would 
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have been good goiDg, had they not beto like most 
Hampahire roads at this time of the year, plentifully 
strewn with stones. About a mile from Basingstoke 
a turning was taken to the right over a hidfie which leads 
almost immediately into the village of Old Basing. Here 
a dismount was made, and after walking our machines 
under an ancient archway and leaning them against a wall, 
we entered a gate and soon found ounelves among the 
ruins of Old Bceing Housa Our eroectations were more 
than realised, as the ruins occupiea a large space sur- 
rounded by a hkh circular hill strengthened on all sides 
by earthworks. What remains of the buildinff is in very 
fair preservation, and we could distinctly miu:e out the 
different^ chambers, kitchens, etc. Half of the ruins are 
still buried in mould and grown over with grass, and the 
old rustic who showed us over amuses himse& in his spare 
time by opening up new passages, etc. Anyone interested 
in antiquities could spend hours in such a place. Before 
leaving, the old man would have us see the pigeon-house 
in an adjoining field formerly belonging to the house. We 
came to one of the most quaint-lookmg btdldings imaginable, 
it was circalar, with a roof slanting upwards into a point ; 
its entrance is through a very low door several feet above 
the level of the floor. In the centre of the room is an 
upright beam working on a pivot, one end in the roof and 
the other on the floor'; on to this bmm is fastened a ladder 
which can be moved round to any part of the house you 
wish. The walls inside are made of chalk blocks so placed 
as to leave a hole between every other block for the pigeons 
to roost in ; being under cover the chalk was as niud as 
when placed there some hundreds of years ago. Several 
other things had to be seen, and it was mid-day before we 
could tear ourselves away from such an interesting spot. 
Our next destination was Silchester, but being misdirected 
we soon found ourselves at^Basingstoke ; here we took a 
turning to the right under a railway arch, and found our« 
selves once more on the riffht road, but on account of a 
strong head wind, hilly road, and winding lanes, we found 
this part of the journey rather a grind, but Silchester was 
reached about two p.m., and after refreshments and several 
unsucceadul attempts, we managed to find the man appointed 
to show visitors over the remains of a once important Aoman 
city. There is a small museum in several sheas in the middle 
of a field filled with a quantity of relics found within a stone's 
throw of the place, in another shed was the remnant of a 
large bath, in fact baths were very common objects among 
the remains ; in another field was to be seen the foundations 
of shops, streets, squares, etc., in very good preservation ; 
the remains cover a large space and are well worth a visit 

W. T. H. 
(To be canHnuedJ 

A RUN TO THE ISLE OP WIGHT AND BACK. 
(Cfonduded from page Sd.) 

At Alum Bav we took a boat and went for a short 
but very enjoyable row ; and before leaving Were regaled 
with yams from "the oldest man in the idand and 
his son, a spruce young lad of some sixty winters. We 
then spun back again to Freshwater, where we once more 
inspected the beacn, and at about five o'clock started off 
for Newport. The return journey was hard work, as the 
wind was directly in our faces, but fortunately it gradually 
cahned down. We went to the "Bugle" for tea, and 
shortly after started off to Ryde. The moon did not rise 
until we were half way through our short journey, but the 



road was good, and the wind having gone down the run 
was most agreable. Hearing that the " Royal Pier Hotel " 
was full we put up at the "Royal Kent," where they 
showed us great attention. 

On the Sunday we went flo a quaint old church, built 
apparently in the Old Mother Hubbard period, ana were 
stowed away on shelves like so many " Eeillers," being 
surrounded on all sides by peculiarly worded notices. A 
stroll on the promenade gave us an appetite for a good 
dinner, and after a short " digest " we once more mounted 
and rode down thepier to the ooat, and soon found ourselves 
in Portsmouth. We at once rode on to Petersfield, and were 
verv glad when we had left behind us the greaser macadam 
and found oursdves on the high road, which was in 
excellent condition. Only one of us rode Portsdown Hill, 
and the newly laid stones made the road to the summit of 
Butser Hill difficult riding. From here the run down to 
Petersfield was venr enjoyable, and although we had agreed 
that this was to be a lazy day all of us felt somewhat 
reluctant to leave the saddle. We found that the 
" Dolnhin " was akeady crammed, so we put up at the " Red 
Lion, which we had all to ourselves, with first-class 
accommodation and very moderate charges. On starting at 
nine o'clock on Mondav morning it was very cold, and a 
thick white mist was hanging over the ground, but when 
we had been out half an hour the sun burst out and drove 
awav the mist and cold. Soon after leaving Petersfield the 
hind wheel ef one of the machines, the cones of which 
had gone wrong on Friday, broke up, and caused the rider 
some irritation, untU a member of another club kindly 
supplied him with some copper wire, by the aid of which 
he was enabled to ride some sixty miles further. The view 
from the top of the Hindhead Hill was very grand, and the 
surface of the roads round His Satanic Majesty's favourite 
utensil put one in mind of another of H.M.'s domains, the 
approach to which is reported to be paved with the good 
intentions of those about to train on the cinder path. The 
run down was magnificent, and the road continued good 
to Godalming, where we made a sharp attack on the orange 
basket of a speculative costermonger. At Guildford we 
lunched at the " White Horse," and then had a pleasant 
but somewhat dusty run through Leatherhead ana Epsom 
to Ewell, where we parted, the three S.E. men branching off 
to Croydon, leaving the N.E. man to run home to Homsey, 
vid Kingston, Richmond, and Eew. Before parting we 
unanimously agreed that our little tour had been the 
pleasantest of the many enjoyable runs thalt we had had 



RACINQ FIXTURES, 



June 12th. — ^Kingston Bicycle Club, Surbiton Running 

Grounds. 
June 12th.— Stanley B.C. Race Meeting, Page's Ground. 

Tufhell Park. 
June 16th, — ^Bicycle Union Championship Race Meeting, 

One and Five Miles, at Surbiton Running 

Grounds. 
June 19th. — ^London B.C. Annual Race Meeting, Stamford 

Bridge. 
June 19th. — ^Private Banks Cricket and Athletic Club 

Race Meeting. 
June 23rd. — Bicycle Union Championship Race Meeting, 

Twenty-five Miles, at Surbiton Running 

Grounds. 
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EXCHANGE LIST. 

62-111. "Racer'' for sale, by John Keen, half-brkht, in good 
condition. Giving up racing. Price £5. — Cyril J. Turner. 

For Sale.— A 52-in. " Timberlake." Warranted in good 
condition. Cost £16. Priee £7.— W. W. Northcott, 
Baling, W. 

^ *' Stassen ** (52-in.) for sale, in thoroughly good condi- 
tion. Two steps, eccentric fanJce, comfortable foot-rests, etc. 
Suit a heavy man, as it is very strong. Price £lO, or offer. 
P. Jolly, 37, Downs Road, Clapton, E. 

For Sale, a 54-in. " London, in good condition, complete, 
with lamps, bags, etc. Price £lO 10s. Am selling as 1 am 
not riding this season. — E. 0. Koch. 

For Sale.— 54-in. '' Eclipse " Roadster, half-bright, roller 
bearings, in thorough good order, and has just had new t3rres 
to both wheels. Price only £S. — ^W. Wyndham, Reigate. 

For Sale. — 53-in. "Humber," brake and all complete, in 
first-rate condition j all latest improvement& Too light for 
present owner. Pnce £12 12s. May be tried by appoint- 
ment. — ^W. A. Smith, 1, Montrose Villa, Acton, W. 

To the Editor qftke London Bicycle Club Gazette. 
^ Sir, — The Bath Trial has been run, and it would be un- 
dignified, to say the least of it, to run it again. Butler 
has proved himself the best man, and it would not be fair 
to give other men another chance of beating him. We 
must all agree that it is unsatisfactory eiuier to have 
twent;{r-8ix men come in in nine hours, or to have no men 
come in in ten hours. I should say it is unsatisfactory to 
the last sixteen men who come in in time and get no 
medala I b^ to suggest that the best way out of the 
di£Sculty is to nave the race fifty miles out and home, or a 
circular race. By this means we should nearly neutralise 
the efiect of the wind. We cannot circumvent the mud. 

I am surprised to find that everybody thinks that no 
medal has men won this vear. Why not ? Reflation 4 
is quite positive, ** That the member who comes m first be 
presented with the gold medal enamelled." No mention is 
made of ten hours. Reffulation 2 may be thought to con- 
tradict this. It is very aoubtful whether it does. I should 
like to have a legal opinion about it. If 4 came before 2, 
there could be no doubt that there was no limit of time 
for the enamel. The gold medals and the enamel are 
subject to different rules. See 5 and 7. As 4 mentions 
the enamel and 2 does not, 4 ought to be taken as stronger 
than 2, and Butler should have the enamel. — Your obedient 
servant, H. Sha&pb. 

30, Well Walk, Hampstead, 6th June, 1880. 

THE BATH TRIAL. 

There seems to be considerable justice in many of th^ 
remarks contained in " W. X.W.'8 " letter concerning Whit- 
Mondav's Trial, notably those referring to the wind ; and 
I am afraid we must aU make up our minds that it will be 
useless to attempt either to dodge the wind or regulate the 
starting-point \pjr the direction of the weather-cock, as the 
wind may veer in a few hours, and so upset all arrange- 
ments. A competitor myself, I feel much disappointed that 
so much time, labour, training, and coin of the realm should 
have been wasted, but cheernilly hope for better luck next 
time. 

As to the capability of Ainr amateur rider compassing the 
course under such conditions in the ten houn, I doubt it, 



and, on the other hand, I do believe that, against a strong 
wind, Butler is within, say, half-an-hour of any rider, let 
him be who he may, but I don't think he could have beaten 
10 hr. 45 min., much less 10 hr. 15 min., had he kept going, 
as the last twenty miles of the course was in simply awful 
condition from tre dust^ and eight miles per hour would 
have been fair pace for a fresh man. One competitor (who 
had ridden frt)m Maidenhead a few davs previously), when 
crossing the downs from Deviies, offered to bet 20 to 1 that 
no one got in in ten hours, but could not find takers. 

'' W. A. W.'s" aripiBient against a repetition of the Trial in 
August is conclusive, but why not have it later on? 
October, as suggested, would be a capital time. Cold 
weather, famous roads, and little wind are the cha- 
racteristics of that month. The regular road-riders 
would be at their best by that time, and if a few 
racing men were a bit stale why so much the better 
for the others. I will put a case, and ask a question. 
Suppose the Captaincy was still raced for, as was formerly the 
case, and firom some natural cause the race could not be 
completed. Would it be competed for on the first oppor- 
tunity, or allowed to slide untU the following year? I 
Suite think with ''Marlborough Hill" that the object 
tiould be, rather to encourage the distribution of the 
badges, and not to withhold them. 

Mr. Francis's proposal to give the ^enamelled medal to 
the first man in, irrespective of any limitation of time, 
although good in its wajr, would disarrange the existing 
conditions entirely. I think, however, that a Special Prize 
might be given to the^ first man in, under similar circum- 
stances to the latb Trial. 

I Quite agree With "Competitor" that the times taken 
at Marlborough are worthless. I, also, had given up all 
idea of completing the distance in ten hours, and had 
practically given up the contest two miles out of Devizes, 
when I found my watch, which had shown 1 hour 59 minutes 
to Devizes Church, tell me that the ttco miles had taken 
nineteen minutes, i.e., a speed of about five miles per hour. 
The deduction to be drawn was obvious. I should also 
mention that the general report says nothing of Potter, 
who was always well in the van until he decided it was 
" no go," or of Alison, who rode his 58-inch in good style 
over the Downs, and who passed myself and a friend just 
before Beckhampton and long ere Mr. Freeth hove in sight. 
It may be worth noting that all the leading competitors 
were on Devizes Hill together, and within lS[) yards from 
first to last, the order being— -Gruggen, Thorn, W. Butler, 
Wynne, Smith, Potter (all of whom rode it), and Francis 
and 0. Thorn walking part, no others in sight BoBBAa 

NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

All contributions must be addressed to " The Editor, 
L.B.C. Gazette, 35, Eastcheap, E.C.," and must bear the 
name of the author, though not necessarily for insertion. 

They must be written on one side of the paper only, and, 
if immediate insejrtion is desired, must be received not later 
than Wednesday morning. 

In reply to a request from several' members, we have 
arranged with Messrs. DarUng to supply portifolios in which 
unbound copies of the Gazette may Ibe Kept ; cost is 2s. ; 
stamped on outside with the Club badge. 

Communication from J. B. Holdsworth received with 
thanks.— Ed. 

Printed for the Ph)prfetun by Dabuno & Son, at the Minerva Steam 
Frintj^ Office, S5, Eastcheap, London, S.C.— June 11» 18S0. 
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It was decided not long since by our Committee, for very 
sufficient reasons, that the publication in these pages of our 
Club history prior to the establishment of the Gazettb is 
undesirable. We believe we are correct in saying that at 
the same time it was thought that many of the more 
striking events happening in our earlier times might with 
perfect propriety be reproduced. Of such kind are the 
first Bath Trial— our first Race Meetings— the Falconer 
and Whiting Race and our early General Meet^. Topics 
such as these may be safely treated without ruffling 
any one's feathers. They may be viewed as landmarks, 
and certainly are events in which every L.B.C. man must 
feel more or less interest. For an admirably written 
account of our first Bath Trial we already stand indebted 
to one of our members, and we look forward to an early 
opportunity of reproducing it. At present, with this 
exception, our pigeon holes contain no other " Old Tales 
Re-told," and we look to members to complete our series. 
May we suggest that the subjects be divided among several 
writers, thus more fi-eshness and interest will be introduced 
into these narratives. To bring the matter to an issue 
the Editor will be pleased to communicate with any 
member who may feel disposed to lend a hand, as in order 
to prevent two members from telling the same tale a little 
preliminary correspondence will be needed. 

'Hie Editor will feel much obliged to members who will 
faindly lend any literature they may possess referring to 
the events in the bicycling world prior to the establishment 
of the Gazettb, during the years 1874, 1875, 1876, and 1877. 



We reprint the following, which anpeared last week in 
the pages of a contemporary, and to wnich in our last issue 
a brief reference was made in a '^ Stray Note." Although 
as 'cyclists we cannot allow our individuality to be swamped 
by our pedestrian brothers, still we cannot but hold very 
strongly that it would tend greatly to the good of both 
riders and runners if both were controlled and reguUted 
by a responsible and representative power. The topic can 
not fail to interest our members, and will perhaps serve to 
keep them au courant of the broad question which just 
now is exercising the athletic world. 

'< Bicyclists are standing upon their dignity, and eyincing a strong 
determination to scorn alike the censure and tiie praise of athletes — 
using the word * athlete ' according to ordinary acceptance in sporting 
circles. As it happens, the terms ' athlete * and ' athletic sports ' are 
singularly iU-chosen. Those clubs and clubmen that are aUowed a 
monopoly of the atiiletic designation are often enough the least entitied 
to it. The genteel young people who were so anxious, after being 
whitewashed some years ago, to find a term for their practices which 
should not be confounded with the word pedestrianism, which was at 
once and for ever relegated to professional use only, might have found 
some expression in the 'bright lexicon of youth' more capable of 
defining their exact position. Well, taking ' athletics * to represent 
foot-racing, it has this week been made evident that the action of the 
delegates who met at Oxford, and subsequentiy in London, for the 
purpose of forming an Athletic Association, has proved distasteful to a 
body which may or may not be ' athletic,* according to modem-day 
usages, but which is already as important as any department of pedes- 
triinism, professional or amateur— I mean the bicycling body as 
represented by the Bicycle Union. Properly enough, when their rapid 
growth, their present numerical strength, and their important future 
are borne in mind, the Unionists object to the newly formed Athletic 
Association mfrlHng laws for bicyclists' guidance. They claim to be as 
distinct a body as cricketers, rowing men, or footbaU players ; and I 
don't think anyone will be bold enough to calmly deny a defined 
position to the riding fraternity. Unfortunately for themselves, 
bicyclists are not altogether at one as to their owii designs, or they 
might speedily take their stand as a separate and independent body. 
Still, as it is, the Bicycle Union is suflBlciently important to do without 
the assistance and support, the censure and the superintendence, of so- 
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called athletes. Except that athletic dabs occiaaionally give bicycle 
prizes, there is no connection whatever between the two pursuits; 
what athletic clubs do might easily be balanced by bicycle dubs offering 
an occasional prize for amateur pedestrians. Bicycling is likely before 
long to take a position far iu front of ' athletics,' so far as the great 
general public is concerned. Ten years hence, when the conservatiye 
crust of intolerance and prejudice has worn itself out, bicyding will 
be a national institution, with sporting phases it is true, but in bulk 
far and away in front of a mere matter of pastime. * Athletics ' 
cannot hope to be in a better position at any period than they are 
now. Falling wings and navigable balloons, bicycles promise to become 
almost as necessary as legs to the rising generation. Already they 
bridge over distances, cut down travelling expenses, and open up a 
new world to men hitherto condemned to pine and lansuish within an 
hour or two's walk of town or suburbs ; and it is hardly likely that, 
having done so much, they and those who have developed and improved . 
them will stay as they are. It is therefore only right that the Bicycle 
Union shotdd this week enter its protest against being classed as a 
small accessory to the foot-racing contingent, who will themselves 
be astonished one of these fine days to think that they endeavoured to 
patronise and make laws for an institution already more prominent 
and likdy soon to be ten times as powerful as they are themsdves." 



The following is a complete list of entries : — 
For Onb Milb Handicap (Members). 



COMMITTEE. 
At a Meeting of the Committee held on 14th Jane inst., 
the following gentlemen were elected members of the 
Club:— 

Name sad Addnst. Fropottr. Sseondsr* 

B. B. Hough, 151, Amherst Boad, 

Hackney E. H. Barrett F. Jolly. 

H. T. Crosby, 21, Gordon Square.. F. H. JesseL W. T. Thorn* 

C. A. Brown, 65, Palace Gardens 

Terrace A. Herbert. W. T. Thorn. 

O. G. M. Leeds, dare College, 
Cambridge, and Numwell, 
Brading, Isle of Wight W. T. Thorn. A. Herbert 

It was decided to hold a Club Handicap in the last week 
in July, and should that proTe successful a second in the 
first week in September. 

A grant was voted from the Club Funds to publish in 
the Gazette a Woodbury type taken and contributed by 
A. P. Trotter, of the London and Cambridge competitors in 
the recent L.B.C. v C.U.Bi.C. Races. 

Hebbebt B. Botoe, Hon. Sec, 

ANNUAL RACE MEETING. 
In addition to the list of entries which appear in the 
next column, it may interest members to know that the 
following are the times fixed for the various races : — 
3.0. Club Mile. Preliminary Heats. 
3.35. Open Two Miles. Do. 

5.0. Ladies' Challenge Cup. • Do. 
5.25. Club Mile. Final Heat. 
5.35. Ladies' Challenge Cup. Do. 
5.50. District Challenge Race. 
6.30. Open Two Miles. Final Heat. 
6.45. Presentation of Prizes. 
Members are once more reminded that their Club Badge 
will procure their admittance, but that without it they must 
pay. 

Comnetitors are particularly cautioned that the referees 
and juage have full power to disqualify immediately anyone 
who is guilty of unfair riding, ana this power will be strictly 
exercised. 

Competitors may practise on Friday evening at Stamford 
Bridge, except between 6 and 7.30. 

I hope members will see by the entries what splendid 
racing we may expect, and will make every eflfort to be 
present and bring their friends. Thbo. Godleb. 



Hon. I. Eeith-Falconer 

C. A. E. Pollock 
L. A. Wynne 
H. R. Reynolds 
W. T. Thorn 
W. Wyndham 
J. Scott 
0. Thorn 

D. R. Smith 

E. S. Price 
J. M. Cazenove 
A. D. Butler 
M. H. Dicker 
R A. Crowley 

For the Two Miles 

H. L. Cortis 

Hon. I. Keith-Falconer 

L. A. Wynne 

H. R. Reynolds 

W. T. Thorn 

W. Wyndham 

C. E. Liles 
A. P. Shaw 

J. R. Hamilton 
S. Kemp 
£. A Runtz 

A. Herbert 

F. K. Laver 
L. HiUier 

G. O'Callaghan 
G. R. Oxx 

W. R. Salaman 
W. P. English 

D. R. Smith 

E. A. Crowley 
V. Ensom 

S. E. Waldegrave 

E. H. Morgan 
M. J. Dunaas 
G. S. Phillips 
J. H. Pullin 

B. Hewett 

M. H. Jephson 

F. W. Trott 
E. W. Jenkins 



G. H. Gibbs 
A. L. Radford 
A. 0. Tylor 
H. G. Atkinson 
R. Newman 
A. L. Qruggen 
W. W. Northcott 
J. Adam, Jun. 

C. E. Parker 
A. Herbert 
A. E. Buckler 
A. H. Koch 
N. B. Morris 
Theo. Godlee 

Handicap (Open). 

H. A. Windybank 
Ii, B. Reynolds 

F. Thompson 

G. M. Page 

D. H. Lawrence 
J. Cole 

J. D. Butler 
W. L. Ainslie 
R. A. Woolnough 
J. F. Griffith 
G. Beeson 

P. E. Hebblethwaite 
W. McWiUiam 
H. J. Swindley 
H. H. Crawley 
T. Walker 
C. W. Coe 
F. H. RendeU 
C. D. Vesey 
A H. Koch 
C. A. Matcham 
J. J. House 
A. L. Gruggen 
R V. Simons 

E. Hodges 
W. Agate 
H. Huber 
H. Baker 
0. Thorn 



For the Ladies' Challenge Cup. 



W. T. Thorn, Jun, 
0. Tliorn 
W. W. Northcott 
Hon. I. Keith-Falconer 
A. Herbert 



J. Scott 

C. A. E. Pollock 
W. Wyndham 
Theo. Godlee 



For the Distbiot Challenge Cup. 



N.E.—U. H. Crawley 
A. Fowler 
Theo. Godlee 

JV^.TT.— CAR Pollock 
A. E. Buckler 
E. S. Price 



W.—H. G. Atkinson 
W. T. Thorn, Jun. 
L. A. Wynne 

8.E.—A, Herbert 
D. R Smith 
W. Wyndham 
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SATURDAY RUNS. 
N.E. District. 

5th June. ^ By some accident no account of last week's 
run was published, not that no run took place but perhaps 
because that extremely modest man the N.E. bugler, being 
the only o£SciaI present, thought it better to drop the sub- 
ject. The members assembled for the run to Harlow, but 
it would appear that they were a little mixed, so started 
from Sybom's Comer down St. James's Street, and near 
the station a crowd attracted their attention. Other people 
suppose that they knew that crowd was there ; in any case 
it is known that three grey uniforms appeared at certain 
athletics in which the Captain, the Assistant District Cap- 
tain, and a former District Captain of the N.E. were com- 
peting, and at which three or four other members were 
present in plain clothes as spectators, and that they were 
to be seen there some time, but it is reported that they did 
go as far as the " Forest Hotel," at Chingford (which is 
not quite so far as Harlow), and thence home, but their move- 
meuts are rather mysterious. If the Club run had been, as 
it may have been, to the " Coach and Horses," Waltham- 
stow, at least eight members were present, and visitors too 
many to name, but if, as seems more likely, it was to the 
" Forest Hotel " just mentioned, then onlv three members 
can claim an attendance, namely, T. Child, F. Jolly, and 
G. Smith. 

12th June. The N.E. invasion can hardly be said to 
have been numerically a success, but that was the onlv 
point in which it was not as satisfactory as could be wishea. 
As regards mere numbers, even when a well-known visitor 
and a walking member were included the S.R were two to 
one, but the N.E. did not consider what looked like nine 
a bad muster. Six gathered at Sybom's Corner at the 
usual hour and made k fair pace, quite free from halts, to 
Ilford, Barking, and Rainham ; the roads were chiefly good, 
though towarcb the close of that time they grew — ^well, a 
little loose. Ernest Barrett was picked up at Snaresbrook, 
and his brother at Barking, making up the total to eight, 
and so, after the slight halt in Rainham, the party proceeded 
to the required point about opposite Erith and then took 
to the fields ; of these there was nearly two miles. Most 
members walked the whole journey ; three, in spite of seven 
or eight gates and a rather rough road, rode to within half- 
a-mile of the river with only one or two dismounts, and one 
member, who had been assured there was a long walk neces- 
sary, insisted on only two dismounts and riding it clean out 
to the farmyard of Great Coldharbour Farm, but it was a 
curious sort of surface even for a N.E. man. At the 
farm, two boats, kindly arranged for by S. P. Smith and A. 
P. Trotter, to whom our best thanks are due, were waiting, 
and after storing our machines in a farm shed we took 
ship for the other side. All arrived safely, without any 
difficulties in the way of mal de mer or otherwise, and 
received a most hearty greeting from the numerous con- 
tingent of S.E. men, who seemed to keep on increasing in 
numbers as time wore on. Tea at the " Pier Hotel " was 
good, and tliirty-two in all sat down to it with an evident 
relish. The N.E. tenor, who had come down by train, 
added to the feast a special pot of marmalade to prevent 
any deficiency of that necessary. After tea, and a clearance of 
tables, a most jovial hour was spent in singing and addresses 
ft"om various members — Johns kindly obliging on the piano, 
and Lyne, Ashley Barrett, Ernest Barrett, F. Jolly, A. P. 
Trotter, and others contributing with their voices. Then 



the Captain — insisting on saving his life by crossing the 
field-paths in daylight — moved an adjournment about 8.30, 
and he should at this point present his best thanks to the 
company for his reception in the S.E., which he could then 
but inadequately do. The N.E. company, minus Ernest 
Barrett and JoUy, recrossed the ocean, ^nd were duly 
swindled by the boatmen. N.B. — ^Let no L.B.C man ever 
encourage or assist them— Corsan and Austin, or either of 
them. They got enough out of the too-generous North- 
Easters to last them their natural lives. A two miles walk 
and an easy ride home completed a most successful after- 
noon. Present : Ernest Barrett. C. Child, T. Child, W. R. 
K. Gibbs, F. Jolly, C. Y. Lyne, A. Murray, Arthur Barrett 
(visitor), and Theo. Godlbb, Captain. 

To the North-East District. 
It is with much regret that I have to tender you my 
resignation of the post of District Captain, to which you 
elected me three and a half years ago, and which I have 
had the pleasure and honour of holdUng since that time. 
When I consented to retain the office at the beginning of 
this year, it was under the impression that I should be in 
England not later than the month of May ; but as my 
ab^nce is now considerably prolonged, I feel that I am 
consulting the best interest of the North-East by making 
way for some one who is able to devote more practical 
attention to its afiairs. — I am, etc., Fkancis Godleb, 

By his Attorney, Theo. Godleb. 

NORTH-EAST DISTRICT.— IMPORTANT. 
In accordance with Rule 26 I have to summon a meeting 
of the North-East District to elect a successor to Mr. Francis 
Godlee, whose resignation of the post of District Captain 
appears in this week's Gazette. A meeting of the district 
will therefore be held on Wednesday, the 23rd of June, 1880, 
at seven o'clock p.m., at 37, Downs Road, Clapton, by the 
very kind permission of Mr. F. Jolly, when all members who 
can possibly be present are requested to attend. Those who 
are unable to be present are requested to send a post-card 
to Mr. Theo. Godlee, stating what member they would 
propose to fill the post. 

Hbrbeet R. Boyce, Hon. Sec. 

N.W. DiSTBICT. 

June 12th. The sun shining in its might, the sky cloud- 
less, a gentle breeze, roads nearly perfect, and pretty country 
around--such were the chief features of the run to Hilling- 
don on Saturday last, in which fourteen N.W. members and 
one visitor took part ; and what more can a man want to 
make him happy but under him a good sound machine and 
by his side pleasant companions? Eight men started from the 
HeatI), Anderson and Barber joined on at Child's Hill, and 
Disney, Paxon, and Williams hove in sight at Blackpot 
Hill, Wembley Park, just as the main body had dis- 
mounted to await them. With our accustomed punctu- 
ality Sudbury was reached at the time appointed to tlie 
minute, and five W. men, including one member whom 
the N.W. are now clad to look upon as "N.N.W," were 
found waiting. The combined force rode along the 
Harrow Road and4ihen by Greenford Green and Greenford 
to West End. From this hamlet the very pretty lanes 
were used which just take one in sight of the village 
of Ruislip and then wind along amidst charming country 
through Ickenham to Illingdon. The sharp corner which 
the road makes near Ruislip was too much, together with a 
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Btone, for a certain big machine, and a bent handle resulted. 
A coachbuilder luckily lives at the comer, so it was soon 
adjusted. The '* Red Lion," Hillingdon, was reached by 
6.12, and though the proprietor was not quite prepared for 
so many visitors, yet in course of time everybody was 
satisfied. Bamett and R. Newman joined us at tea (Is 7d), 
and a W. member looked in. After the meal, and a 
stroll in the churchyard and village green, all but Alison 
and Dalton turned homewards at ei^t o'clock and had a 
rather quick run through Hayes, Yedding Green, West 
End, Greenford, and Alperton to Sudbury (lOi miles, 56 
minutes). Here the W. men left us, and we pursued our 
way round Wembley Park, and by Neasden and Crickle- 
wood to the Heath, ten p.m. Distance, 21 and 18 miles ; 
total, 39 miles. Present : Alison, Aiken, Anderson, Barber, 
Bamett, Broad, Dalton, Disney, R. Newman, Paxon, E. H. 
Pollock, Price, W. J. Williams, one visitor (A. S. Morris), 
and NoEMAN B. Morbis, District Captain. 

W. DiSTBICT. 

June 12th. — Pour men met at Acton Church at 3.45 ; 
we waited until 4.0, and then rode via Han|?er Hill, Apper- 
ton, to Sudbury Station. Dr. Langmore joined us here. 
We only had to wait five minutes for the N. W., who rode up 
punctual to the minute. We then rode together to tiie foot 
of Harrow Hill, turning to the left to Greenford, Ickenham, 
Hillingdon. We had tea here, and rode home via Hayes, 
West End, Greenford, Perivale, Apperton, Sudbury. Here 
we lit our lamps, and shortly after parted with the N.W. 
The roads were in perfect condition nearly all the way. 
Distance 38 miles. Present : G. B. Hill, T. H. Jahn, A. 
L. Radford, and C. E. Law, pro. District Captain. 

S.W. DiSTMCT. 

June 12th. Gruggen had very kindly offered to photo- 

¥raph a District Groun, and the "Swan" atWalton-on- 
hames was appointed as the scene of operations. A 
imnctual start was made from Kingston, and the D.C. 
bllowing, and reaching Walton at five o'clock, found about 
a dozen men collected and the business of the day already 
in hand. Several men turned up soon after. TheW., N.W., 
and N.E. combined to furnish a respectable little force. The 
studio was the garden of the inn, sloping to the towing-path, 
and in full view of the river reach from Sunbury to Walton 
Bridge. Several groups were formed, and negatives obtained, 
which were carefully removed for further treatment. We 
hope the result may crown the labour and patience of the 
oi>erator. A substantial tea was served at six o'clock at a 
fair rate. As the weather was charming, full advantage 
was taken of "a lazy day" (at least by the "subjectO. 
The party melted away gradually, and rode home in several 
detachments. Present: A. E. Buckler, G. H. Gibbs 
R. M. Gruggen, A. Henry, W. T. Hill, J. B. Holdsworthi 
H. Jennings, A. H. Koch, E. C. Koch, R. M. Long, E. Meyer, 
?a^' .^>T' J' ^' F. Potts, E. Scott, C. Taylor, ind 
"Scout," the district coUey dog. 

S.E. DlSTBIOT. 

The run to Erith on Saturday last had been much looked 
forward to, as we were going to ride over roads not much 
frequented by Croydon men, and moreover were to have 
the pleasure of meeting our Captain and the North-East. 
We started at 4.25 p.m., and rode at a good pace, as we 
were rather late, via Hayes Common, where we were joined 



by W, Johns and Tylor, past Curtis', who was invisible, 
though some of us whistled the Club call vigorously, and 
down the hill to Orpington. In the Crajr Valley we were 
joined b^ fVank Kinder, who acted as pilot, and without 
whose aid we should probably have gone astray several 
times. Carr was the only one who rode up the steep hill 
near Crayford, but most of us negotiated the hill about two 
miles out of Erith. At the " Pier Hotel " we found the 
Blackheath men, and soon after our arrival we were joined 
by J. Kinder and Wyndham. The latter arrived at Central 
Croydon late, but on inspecting the notice-board he found 
that a detachment would start at five n.m. ; by consulting the 
board he was thus saved a solitary riae. After putting our 
machines under cover, we proceeded to the end of the pier, 
just in time to witness the arrival of the boats that carried 
Godlee and all his fortunes. I hope some of the S.E. men 
who do not^ attend the Meets will profit by the example of 
The O'Reilly, who rode from Brighton to Croydon, a dis- 
tance of 42 miles, to attend the Meet, and then on to Erith 
21 miles more. Present : J. Adam, Jun., Barker, Ashley 
Barrett, E. H. Carr, M. Dicker, W. Johns, P. Kinder, J. 
Kinder, F. P. Leon, The O'Reilly, C. R Parker, J. W. 
Potter, 8. P. Smith, D. R Smith, C. J. Turner, A. 0. Tyler, 
A. P. Trotter, Wyndham, Wheeler, J. Williams, two 
visitors, and F. M. Williams, District Captain. 

A. P. Trotter has kindly offered to photograph our 
district. The date will probably be July 3rd. Further 
particulars will appear. 



KINGSTON BICYCLE CLUB, 

SURBITON RUHNINQ GROUNDS. 

The Fourth Annual Race Meeting of the above club 
came off in splendid weather on Saturday last, June 12th, 
some 800 people being present, who seemed to thoroughly 
enjoy themselves. The racing was everything that could be 
desired, and the path being in very good condition, the 
running in the two heats of the second round was some- 
thing worth seeing. The six men in each heat were simply 
all together at the finish, and we have to congratulate 
M. D. Rucker on the best handicap he has made this 
season. The quickest loser being entitled to run in the 
second round, and the second loser being only one-fifth of a 
second behind the first loser, the race committee decided 
that both should start In the second round the difference 
again between the two first losers was only one-fifth of a 
second, which made six starters in the final. Dr. Owen 
Coleman was judge and G. P. Coleman timekeeper. 

Onb Mile Open Handicap. 

Out of fifty-five entries only forty came to the post, the 
quickest loser in the trial heats to start in the second 
round, and the quickest loser in the second round to start 
in the final 

Heat 1 : J. T, Griffith, S.B.C., 25 yards start, first ; John 
Scott, L.B.C., 60, second : W. T. Cunningham, 95, third ; 
C. W. Coe, South London B.C., 150, 0. Griffith came away 
easily in the last lap, and won by four yards. Time, 2 
min. 55f sec. 

Heat 2 : E. A. Runtz, Pickwick B.C., 65 yards start, first ; 
E. H. Morgan, Great Yarmouth B,.C., 80, second; C. A. 
E. Pollock, Cambridge University B.C., 25, third ; J. H. 
Clayson, Lewisham B.C., 105, 0; D. H. Lawrence, I Zingari, 
150, 0. Runtz got on level terms with the leading man 
half way round in the last lap, and won by one and a half 
yards. Time, 2 min. 52f sec. 
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Heat 3 : W. T. Thorn, jun., L.B.O., scratch, first ; R, 
V. Simons, introduced, 110, second : H. Pratt, Brixton 
Ramblers B.C., 80, third. Thorn caught the limit man at 
the end of the third lap, and won easily by five yards. 
Time, 2 min. 59| sec. 

Heat 4 : W. M'WilHara, Temple B.C., 50 yards start, 
first ; S. Golder, Brizton B.C., 75, second ; H. J. Swindley, 
Kensington B.C., 85, third ; F. Porter, Lewishain B.C., 105, 
; C. J. M'Mahon, Norbiton B.C., 140, 0. M' William came 
away in the straight and won by eight yards. Time, 2 min. 
53f sec. 

Heat 6 : A. Herbert, LB.C, 50 yards start, first ; E. W. 
JenUns,Chridtchurch B.C.,60,second; W. S.St^gall, Druids 
B.C., 200, third ; W. Michels, Crystal Palace B.C., 80, ; 
J. Hill, Surbiton B.C., 150, 0. Herbert caught Jenkins in 
half a lap, and the pair making a fine race, Herbert just 
landed by six inches. Time, 2 min. 51 1 sec. 

Heat 6 : C. T. Hunt, Lewisham B.C., 65 yards start, 
first ; T. A. Walker, introduced, 120, second ; E. Cave, 
King's College B.C., 90, third ; A. B. Poynter, Middlesex 
B.C., 100, 0. Hunt got in front in the second lap, and won 
easily. Time, 2 min. 581 sec. 

Heat 7 : S. Kemp, Pickwick B.C., 25 yards start, first ; 
H. B. Clayson, Bnxton B.C., 75, second; A. J. Relton, 
Kent B.C., 96, third ; H. T. Pricker, Kingston B.C., 125, 0. 
Kemp got on level terms with the limit man in the third 
lap, and came away in the straight and won by two yards. 
14me, 2 min. 57 min. 

Heat 8 : A. P. Shaw, Civil Service B.C., scratch, first; 
M. Pritchard, Druids B.C., 85 yards start, second; C. D. 
Vesey, Surrey B.C., 75, third ; P. G. Hebblethwaite, L.A.C., 
105, 0. Shaw, whose riding was very good, did the first lap 
in 44f sec, the second in 1 min. 24} sec, the third lap in 
2 min. 6| sec, passed the limit man half way round the last 
lap, and won by ten yards. Time, 2 min. 51f sec 

Heat 9 : 0. J. M. Leeds, Cambridge University B.C., 60 
yards start, first ; G. R. Oxx, S.B.C., 80, second ; T. Peel, 
Surbiton B.C., 100, third. Leeds, who seemed to be riding 
as if he did not like the course, waited till the last lap, when, 
spurting, he managed to win by a yard. Time, 2 min. 
59f sec. 

Heat 10 : H. E. V.- Baker, Druids B.C., 50 yards start, 
first ; H. A. Venables, Civil Service B.C., 75, second ; H, B. 
Walker, introduced, 120, third. Baker caught the limit 
man at the last corner and won by one yard. Time, 2 min. 
56} sec. 

Shcond Round. 

Heat 1 : Rnntz, first ; Thorn, second ; Jenkins and 
Herbert, dead heat for third ; M'William, fourth ; Griffith, 
0. Thorn got into third place in the third lap, Runtz 
getting the lead half way round in final lap, and won by a 
foot, two yards between second and third. Time, 2 min. 
52| sec. 

Heat 2 : Pritchard, first ; Shaw, second ; Kemp and 
Baker, dead heat, third ; Hunt, ; Leeds, 0. Hunt fell in 
the first lap, Leeds going over him ; Pritchard, keeping the 
lead, beat Shaw for first place by two yards. Time, 2 min. 
52f sec. 

Final Heat. 

Thorn, first ; Shaw, second ; Herbert, third ; Runtz, 
fourth ; Pritchard, ; Jenkins, 0. Thorn slipped away from 
Shaw soon after the start, but was repassed by Shaw in the 
next lap, and the two riding well together caught the others 
in the third lap. At the commencement of the last lap 
Thorn shot to the front and won by five yards, four yards 



between second and third, the others well up. Time, 2 min. 
52; sec. 

Five Miles Scratch Race. 
C. E. Liles, Temple B.C., 1 ; A. P. Shaw, Civil Service 
B.C., 2 ; W. MTViiliam, Temple B.C., 3 ; S. Kemp, Pick- 
wick B.C., ; W. T. Thorn, L.B.C., ; CD. Vesey, S.B.C., 
; J. T. Griffith, S.B.C., ; C. A. E. Pollock, Camb. 
Univ. B.C., 0. Only eight starters put in an appearance 
for this race, the chief interest oeing lost by Thorn 
giving up in the last lap. The lot got away well together, 
Vesey showing the way, who was lapped at three miles ; 
the order at the end of the first mile was M'William, Liles, 
Shaw, Thorn. Thorn, getting the lead in the fifth lap, was 
leading at two miles ; here Pollock gave up. In the next 
lap Liles shot to the front, and was passed oy Griffith, who 
was leading at three miles ; Liles second, M'William third. 
In the next lap Liles got the lead, which he kept to the 
end, and won a splendid race by three yards — ^five between 
second and third ; the times for the whole distance being— 
I>^rst mile, 3 min. 67 sec. ; second mile, 6 min. 15} sec. ; 
half distance, 7 min. 33^ sec. ^ third mile, 9 min. 28| sec. ; 
fourth mile, 12 min. 34| sec. : fifth mile, 15 min. 38f sec., 
and last lap, 40| sec. 



TOUR THROUGH PRANCE TO THE PYRENEES. 
(Continued from page IJ 

Among the visitors to the hotel at St. Gaudens was an 
English traveller, who having devoted some three months 
to the exploration of the mountains, was good enough to 
impart to us much of his useful experience, of whidn we 
took advantage so far as our time would allow. St. 
Gaudens he considered one of the best starting points for a 
mountain tour, particularly for bicyclists, botn on account 
of the roads firom here to the range being kept in better 
condition than is the case with those leading tnereto firom 
the west, and also because, aft^ making the ascent of the 
Pic de Maladetta, etc, and enjoying Bagneres de Luchon 
with its gaiety and excursions, the well-known road leading 
from this fashionable resort through Arreau to Bagneres de 
Bigorre is less difficult to follow, as the hills are more in 
the bicyclists' favour than when riding in the opposite 
direction. Of course we were strongly advised to take this 
circuitous route and climb several peaks, but as our time 
would only admit of our ascending one, it became difficult 
to make our selection. The Pic du Midi de Bigorre was 
represented to us as a very general favourite, being one of 
the highest in the range, and at the same time among the 
least difficult to ascend without the aid of a guide— ad- 
vantages which tempted us to try it 

The hotel at St. Gaudens was both comfortable and 
moderate, 5s. each being the charge for everything, in- 
cluding wine ad lib at dinner. 

Friday, 29th August. The road from St. Gaudens 
to Montxejean was for the most part through an 
avenue of trees, in the shade of which, and with 
a cooling breeze, this first nine miles of our journey 
was rendered very enjoyable. As we were nearing Montre- 
jean a cone-socket of my treadle came unwelded, causing 
the treadle to wobble on the pin. I feared that this might 

i)rove a serious misfortune, as the treadle was soon very 
oose, but a blacksmith in the town, to whom I showed it, 
assured me that he could soon repair it, and fulfilled his 
promise in about half-an-hour, fortunately so satisfactorily 
that it continued in working order until after the comple- 
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tion of our tour. The country that lay between us and 
Bi^eres de Bigorre (distance 24 miles) was described to us 
at Montrejean as of such a hilly nature as to necessitate con- 
siderable walking, more especially if we followed the usual 
main road ; but if, on the contrary, we were to take a 
slightly longer route we should avoid one or two of the 
more formidable hills. In acting upon this advice we may 
have saved a few additional climbs, but the advantage 
gained appeared questionable, for in the lanes we were 
directed to take the surface of the road was unusually 
rough, and necessitated several dismounts for stones as well 
as hills. 

Outside the village of Luzaguet there is an ascent some 
two and a half miles in len^n, along which the scenery is 
very imposing, the road winding its way upwards among 
the trees, whose thick foliage formed a pleasing shelter 
from the sun ; on our right there were massive perpendi- 
cular rocks, thick with ferns and wild flowers, and the left 
of the roadway overlooked a picturesque valley, in which 
the rumblings of the Oaronne can be heard as it dashes 
amid rocks and crags at the base of the mountain ranse. 
Along this road there flowed a swift stream, fed from the 
side of the hill, for everywhere this cool refresher came 
bubbling out of the rocks. Outside La Barthe on the 
banks of an artificial stream is placed a rural seat, formed 
of a mound of earth and covered with grass as soft as 
velvet, and placed so as ta command a lovely view 
of a rich agricultural plain bounded by the rugged 
mountains. Views such as these made us wish that photo 
apparatus were sufficiently portable for bicylists, by 
wmch n^eans we should have been enabled to transfer 
more fully to paper, scenes that we could only partially 
commit to memory. From La Barthe to Gapbem the « 
scenery was charmingly diversified, the striking forms of 
the mountains contrasting forcibly with the cultivation 
around us, whilst these, at times, were excluded from 
sight by the hills among which we were riding so hem- 
ming us in as to obstruct our view of the more distant 
objects of interest. The little village of Oapbern is situate 
on what appeared to be the last of this series of hills, and 
commanded a ftdl view of a long, open valley, through 
which we could trace the windings of the road we were 
to follow for some considerable distance. We had already 
spent some four hours on the road, and the time for dtijeuner 
was rapidly approaching, which led us to hope that Bagneres 
de Bigorre was not far off, for whenever we allowed mid-day to 
pass without refreshment, we found it a difficult matter to ob- 
tain anything aubstantiahintil the usual dinner hour, 6 p.m. ; 
this difficulty of procuring promiscuous meals seemed to us 
one of the principal disadvantages of foreign touring. The 
descent of about one mile beyond Capbern proved difficult 
and steep ; deceived by its gentle zig-zag appearance from 
the top we decided to ride it, and, thanks to the absence of 
obstructions, managed to get into the valley without a 
spill, though brakes proved useless about half way down. 
Across this valley, on the further bank of the river Arros, 
is situate the village of Escaledieu, where there are some 
fine ruins of an ancient abbey, of which only the chapel and 
some fragments of sculpture remain. Had we known of the 
long and tedious climb between here and Bagneres, we 
should have paused for lunch before commencing the 
undertaking. Though the distance before us was only 
eight miles, for at least half of tliis we were ascending 
what seemed an interminable hill, and one that afforded 
less shelter from the sun than any previous ascent that 



we had met with on the journey : we had certainly 
reserved the stiffest for the last. Once at the summit 
the remaining distance was very level, terminating with a 
steep descent into the town of Bagneres de Bigorre, situated 
in a sheltered position close to the mountains. On this 
last decline I had my first spill ; the hill proving steeper 
than we anticipated, necessitated extra brake power, and 
after applying more the roller became congeal^ with oil 
and dust, and ceased to revolve. This stoppage of the 
roller suddenly increasing the power of the bra!ke instantly 
resulted in my bein^ placed over the handles, but, as the 
pace was not fast, without damage either to myself or the 
machine. It seems to me that an arrangement at the side 
of this roller-brake to retain a reserve of oil would be an 
effectual remedy for this unpleasant defect. 

R. M. Gbuggbn. 



AN EASTER TOUR. 



(Concluded,) 
After picking up a few bits of pottery we again mounted 
the pigslun, and going by a more direct road with the wind 
behind us were soon at Basingstoke, where a good tea was 
obtained at a moderate price at the " Wheatsheaf." The 
roads from here to Winchester were splendid, and with long 
runs down and the wind behind the milestones flew 
quickly by, and soon after lighting lamps Winchester was 
reached. The " Royal Hotel " being filled with Templars 
and others, we put up at the "White Swan" Hotel 
(B.T.C.), which we found very comfortable, there being a 
room exclusively reserved for bicyclists, and the words 
" Bicyclist Room " painted on the door. After a wash we 
repaired to the cathedral and heard the latter part of 
the evening service. We returned to dinner ana were 
met by a West Kent and Chiswick B.C., man who 
helped to enliven the evening with the piano and 
songs, finishing up with a naval song with chorus of 
Nevill's, which produced great mirth ; in fact, the time 

Eassed so pleasantly that it was nearing midnight before we 
etook ourselves to rest. On rising next day (Saturday), 
the weather looked very dull and likely to rain, but later 
on it cleared up, and was as fine as possible. After visiting 
St. Cross, about a mile out of Winchester, and partaking of 
the dole, we rode along the Southampton Road to Otter- 
bourne, where Nevill, in combininjg pleasure with business, 
struck an apparently good bargain in the purchase of a 
horse, while Williams and myself waited patiently on the 
top of a hill. He having arrived, the pace was increased 
to make up for lost time, and right-hand turning taken 
about four miles from Southampton. The country hero 
was very pretty, the roadside being lined for some' miles 
with fir and other trees until Romsey was arrived at. The 
Abbey was visited and found well worth the trouble ; we did 
not stop long, as the people were busy decorating for Easter. 
Riding through an old-fashioned street with a stream running 
alongside of it, we took a right-hand turning on leaving 
the town, up a steep and long hill, which Nevill must 
needs ride up — in fact, during the whole of our tour 
there was not one hill (of which there were not a few) that 
he did not ride. We stopped a short time to admire the 
splendid view, and then rode up and down a continuous 
succession of hilk until Salisbury was reached at mid-day. 
A good and moderately cheap dinner was partaken of at 
the " Crown " Hotel, High Street, after which we rehired 
to the Cathedral, and being shown over the cloisters, 
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chapter-honse, etc., we mounted at about five p.m. for Old 
Sarum, about two miles from the town ; it consists of a 
series of earthen mounds one above another, with a deep 
trench between each, the centre one being of a great 
height. Two of us tried the surface of the ancient remains 
hy taking a ride on the top, which we found quite rideable, 
As it was becoming dark, and we had to^'pick our way over 
eight miles of stonjr roads across the plain to Amesbury, 
we thought it advisable to start, and, after a quick ride, 
arrived just as the last gleams of li^ht were leaving us. 
We put up at the " George " Hotel, which we found very 
comtortabie and cheap. Next day (Sundajr) we attended 
service at the parish church, and on returning to the hotel 
found a large number of the Pickwick B.U. refreshing 
themselves after having visited Stonehenge ; two L.B.C. 
men were also met, but they returned to Salisbury in the 
afternoon. The afternoon we spent in visiting Stonehenge, 
where we remained for sevend hours basking in the sun ; 
on our return we met R. J. Scott, a late L.B.C. member, 
who joined us in the rest of our tour. Monday saw us up 
early, as we had a eood distance to travel, but nevertheless 
a start was not made until shortly after nine. After passing 
over several miles of uphill stony roads, Andover was 
reached, where a friend of Williams joined us, making our 
number up to five. Somehow or other a sort of rivalry 
occurred between this friend and ourselves, consequently a 
racing pace was kept up to Basingstoke ; here refreshments 
(teetotal) were by some rather largely indulged in, and 
after a ehort rest the very pretty roads via Odiham and 
Famham were taken, then over the Hog's Back to Guild* 
ford, where tea was had at the "White Horse Hotel" 
(moderate). We then took the well-known Portsmouth 
Road to Richmond, where train was taken to our respec* 
tive homes, concluding the most enjoyable Easter tour 
imaginable, the weather being fine and the roads on the 
whole fairly good, and the machines and riders in capital 
condition. =,^==,,,,,,==^^ W- T. H. 

EXCHANGE LIST. 

^'Stassen" (52-in.) for sale, in thoroughly good condi- 
tion. Two steps, eccentric brake, comfortable foot-rests, etc. 
Suit a heavy man, as it is very strong. Price £lO, or offer. 
P. Jolly, 37, Downs Road, Clapton, E. 

For SisJe, a 54-in. ** London, in good condition, complete, 
with lamps, bags, etc. Price £lO 10s. Am selling as 1 am 
not riding this season. — ^K C. Koch. 

For SaTe.— 54-in. "Eclipse" Roadster, half-bright, roller 
bearinj^, in thorough good order, and has just had new t3rres 
to both wheels. Price only £S, — W. Wyndham, Reigate. 

For Sale. — 53-in. " Humber," brake and all complete, in 
first-rate condition ; all latest improvement& Too light for 
present owner. Price £12 I2s. May be tried by appoint- 
ment. — ^W. A. Smith, 1, Montrose Villa, Acton, W. 

Wanted, 50-inch " Roadster," must be cheap and in good 
order. — Apply to J. Williams, Junr., Abbey Villa, Croydon. 

52-in. light Roadster, by J. Keen, in good condition. 
Can be seen at Stamford Bridge on 19th instant. Cost 
j517 10s. Price ^10, but no reasonable offer refused. — 
0. Thorn, 11, Ladbroke Square, W. 

54-in. "Coventry" Roadster, in good condition. Only 
£S 108, cheap.— W. T. Hill, Hampstead. 

Erratum. — In our account last week of the final heat in 
the Pickwick Bicycle Club Open Mile we intended to write 
"0. Thorn, on averlAppia^ the leading man," not, as 
printed^ " 0. Thorn, on lapping the leading man," 



STRAY NOTES. 
When a man said a day or two s^o that he had disposed 
of twenty-five tickets for the 19th, f couldn't but admire his 
esprit de corps and envy his opportunities. For my own 
part I can't do much more than express a charitable hope 
that a big gate will reward our hard-working Race Com- 
mittea Tne meeting ought to be a success in every wav, 
and if the B.P. does but know what is good, it will come m 
its thousands to Stamford Bridge on Saturday next. 

• ••••• 

We shall be very " busy " in the Open Two Miles. I 
look forward to seeing some of our Surbiton men punish the 
strangers. 

• •••«• 

The Editor tells me I am foolhardy in laughing as I did, 
in my first note last week, at Three District Captains. 
However, it was all for their ffood, and they shall be for- 
given; only, gentlemen, for tne sake of the stupid ones 
please give us beforehand the names of new Inns. I care 
not for myself, as I have always enjoyed the game of " Hide 
and Seek," but the Betchworth Meet was a little tiying to 
the new hounds. 

♦•♦••• 

Hub lamps always have been, and always will be, abomi- 
nations from the early days, when the first of their bre^ 
tried hard to add another to the series of croppers in which 
our redoubtable Mac. has indulged. The Sub-Captain 
of the Charlton B.C., when riding with one a week or so ago, 
owing to its getting detached, was almost broken up near 
Green Street Green. 

• • • * « « 

It was rumoured that the American team now in this 
country intended to visit our race meeting, but they have 
written to express their regret that they are unable to do so. 

• •••♦•* 

On June 28th Calais will be en fete with the "Grandes 
Courses" of the "Cosmopolite Vdloce Club." The prizes 
to be medals and works of art valued at 200 firancs. These 
last seem a little indefinite. An honest British Pot would 
be preferable to my taste. It is many ^ears since f?^r^^ 
Albion discarded such prizes, which might or might not 
possess any value, according to the taste or fancy of their 
winners. 

• ♦••♦# 

The Erith meet was a success, and brought men from all 
parts. The O'Reilly rode firom Brighton and back again to 
score an attendance. The N.E. tenor came down in mufti 
A Black-heathen rowed four-and-twenty miles to join the 
men at the "Pier Hotel." The three Colony medallists 
were there. Songs, sermons, and three cheers for the 
Captain wound up a festive evening. 

••♦•♦♦ 

The S.E., to rival other Districts, has started its own 
artist — ^A. P. Trotter, by whom, on July 3rd, the men are 
to be "took" on Purley Downs. 

• •••♦• 

It is much to be hoped that Douglas Smith's spill, while 
negotiating Gravel Hill, near Bexley, on Saturday last, en 
route from Erith, will not prevent his representing his 
District on Saturday next. 

• • • ' *> • • 

A man wants to know if it is worth while to run " Scout," 
the S. W. colley, for the " attendance prize." 

• ♦•♦•♦ 

The Treasurer's little trip is going to be extended; in 
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ftddition to the Australian journey he now talks of Calcutta, 
Bombay, and Christmas. 

• ••••• 

A chaffed one vows that "L'homme qui rit" shall rit 
to another tune at an early date. When he has caught 
his own shadow, tamed the sea serpent, and put the 
will-o'-the-wisp under a glass case, then let him nope to 
get within colLmng reach of L'hohhe qui arr. 

From a classical South-Easier : 

All honour to the amphibious Northerners {Godlee-qui 
primus ab oris, etc,, as Virgil so prophetically hath it) wno, 
Horatius-like, cast themselves on the bosom of Father 
Thames to mingle in the revelry of their Southron comrades. 

From a North-Wester : 

The Nor'-Westers are infinitely obliged by the flattering 
invitation from the S.E., and appreciate the delicate irony 
thereof, for having evoked which their ex-D.C. has much 
to answer for. They quite disclaim any extraordinary 
prowess in hill-riding, but will be glad to have a look at 
the particular precipice in question, and if there is any 
KvSos to be gained by it, bar impossibilities, could put a 
man or two on to try it. The various accounts, however, 
seem to indicate its being an impracticable shoot 

Mainly owing to its having been ridden down brakeless 
by Rucker, that most daring of experts, Muswell has lately 
come to be regarded with levity by irreverent people down 
south, who live at a safe distance from it. I believe I am 
right in saying that no L.B.C. man has yet got up all the 



way. It has oeen done b^ several other riders. Come, ve 
Southern scoffers, and try it: or, if you would attempt the 
hitherto unattainable, try West Hill, Highgate — a virgin 



peak. 



TROUSER BANDS. 



To any members who may want to ride a short distance 
(say, to a tennis party) in trousers without at the same 
time wishing to clean their spokes, etc., the following may 
be useful. First of all it is advisable to procure your 
(Gadsden's) trouser-bands, to be obtained at Goy's, or any 
'cycling outfitters, then, instead of having them sewn into 
a pair of trousers, as directed, and so beinff always obliged 
to ride in those identical garments, proceed to get the ends 
firmly sewn together. Now draw the superabundance of 
trouser to the outside, and insert the foot in the noose 
formed, keeping the india-rubber nubble injront, cross the 
strings, and again pass the foot through ; for the third and 
last time cross the strings, and pass the said india-rubber 
nubble round, so as to catch inside the heel. It is needless 
to add that the string are passed round just above the 
shoe. If these directions are followed the trousers will be 
found to keep perfectly fixed. This operation does not 
take half a mmute to perform, and considerably less when 
reversing. X. 

J. B. Holdsworth encloses the following cutting from the 
Town and Country Journal, April 10th, 1880, published in 
Sydney, N.S.W.:— 

*' A htmdred and four miles on ft bicycle, in 64 hours, is not bad 
travelting. The feat has been recently accomplished by one of the 
Melbourne * fancy few/ who did the distance between Melbourne and 
Ballarat in the time stated." 

Mr. Holdsworth observes that Ballarat is inland, and 
decidedly higher than Melbourne. 



RACING FIXTURES. 
June 19th. — ^London B.C. Annual Race Meeting, Stamford 

Bridge. 
June 19th.— Private Banks Cricket and Athletic Club 

Race Meeting. 
June 23rd. — ^Bicycle Union Championship Race Meeting, 

Twenty-five Miles, at Surbiton Running 

Grounds. 
June 24tL— Tufnell B.C. Race Meeting, Page's Ground. 

Tufnell Park. 
June 26th. — ^L.A.C. Second Summer Meeting (4 miles 

Bicycle Handicap, open to amateurs), Stam- 
ford Bridge. 
June SOth. — Bicycle Union Championship Race Meeting, 

Fifty Miles, at Surbiton Running Grounds. 
July 3rd. — Civil Service B.C. Race Meeting. 
July 10th. — ^Belgrave B.C. Race Meeting (1 mile open to 

amateurs), Stamford Bridge. 
July 17th.— Gresham Athletic Club, Stamford Bridga 
July 21st.— Eastbourne B.C. Race Meeting. Three open 

Amateur events. 
July 24th.— Lombard B.C. Race Meeting, Catford Bridge. 
July 24th.— Arion B.C., Stamford Bridge. 
July 31st. — Railway Clearing House, Stamford Bridge. 
July 31st. — ^Brighton B.C. Annual Race Meeting. 
Aug. 28th. — South London Harriers, Stamford Bridge. 
Sept. 11th. — I. Zingari B.C., Stamford Bridge* 
Sept. 18th. — Surrey B.C. Autumn Race Meeting, Ken- 

nington Oval. 
Sept. 25th.— Druids B.C., Stamford Bridge. 
Oct. 2nd. — ^LA.C. Autumn Meeting, Stamford Bridge. 
Nov. 6th. — L.A.C. Winter Meeting, Stamford Bridge. 



NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

All contributions must be addressed to " The Editor, 
L.B.C. Gazette, 36, Eastcheap, E,C.," and must bear the 
name of the author, though not necessarily for insertion. 

They must be written on one side of the paper only, and, 
if immediate insertion is desired, must be received not later 
than Wednesday morning. 

In reply to a request from several members, we have 
arranged with Messrs. Darling to supply portfolios in which 
unbound copies of the Gazette may be kept ; eost is 2s. ; 
stamped on outside with the Club badge. 



Notice fob benefit of new Membebs.— Messrs. Darling 
and Son have still a few covers for 1878, and can supply back 
numbers at the cost of Id. each. 
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ANNUAL RACE MEETING. 

The Annual Race Meeting may, we think, be pronounced 
a complete success. We were sorry of course not to see 
our President — as we had hoped to see him — ^trv conclusions 
with Cortis, and we also regretted the somewhat frequent 
accidents which occurred during the afternoon, but these 
latter we are glad to say were none of them of a serious 
nature. 

The weather, which was an3rthing but favourable in the 
morning, turned out really fine in the afternoon, and the 
spectators were scarcely aware even of ±he wind which the 
nders assure us was blowing up the finishing straight. 

The ntcing was, taken altogether, very good — very few 
races being too easily won * but nothing perhaps created 
more enthusiasm than Cortis s heat in the Open Race, which 
was received with most enthusiastic applause bv the k^ge 
gathering. Thorn was^ most unfortunate in having an 
accident at the very beginning of the afternoon, which left 
him dependent on his friends for machines for the rest of 
the day, and which we have no doubt must have prevented 
him showing to the b^ advantage. The Ladies' ChalleDge 
Prize again produced a capital race, and the District Race 
was more than usually exciting, as it was quite a toss-up to 
the yery last whether the West or S.E. would gain the 
much-desired trophy. The attendance was very good, and, 
as is usual at our gathering, very select, and most attentive 
to the various events in the programme, and the novel 
arrangement by which the final neat of the Open Race was 
deferred until the close of all the Club events kept up the 
interest to the very end. 

For these satisfactorjr results our best thanks are due to the 
many hard-working omcials without whose efforts all would 
be chaos. Not only do we thank Mr. Cornell, whose 
presence at our race meetinj^s is so pleasant and so constant 
a feature that we should teel quite strange without him, 



and Mr. Miles, who kindly officiated as one of the referees, 
but our own Club men, three of whom also acted as 
referees, two of them being condemned to solitary confine- 
ment at the far end of ti^e ground, and those most useful 
officials the clerks of the course, who are expected, or we 
may almost say obliged, to be in three or four different 
places at the same time, besides Messrs. Adams, Coleman, 
and Smith, whose responsible duties kept them busy all the 
afternoon. And we nave, in addition to these, once more 
to thank Miss Godlee for presiding over the concluding 
ceremony. 

The labours of our other officials we are at times tempted 
to take as a matter of course, but no one who has had ever 
so little to do with such a meeting will grudge our very 
best thanlra to our Hon. Sec., who, both before and during 
a race meeting, has duties too numerous to catalogue, but 
which are none the less essential and, none the less laborious 
because they are not always apparent to the casual observer. 



NOTICE. 

Members are earnestly requested to return me their 
unused tickets, with payment for those used, at their 
earliest convenience. 

Winding up the accounts of a race meeting must entail 
considerable trouble, and last year, I regret to say, this was 
most materially increased by the unnecessary dilatoriness 
on the part of some of our men in forwarding me a few 
shillings. I shall be very gratefnl if members can this year 
meet me with a little punctuality. 

Hbrbskt R. Boyce, Hon. Sec. 

85, Warrington Crescent, 22nd June, 1880. 
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THE ANNUAL RACE MEETING. 
The crowd at Stamford Bridge on Saturday last was 
enough to gladden the heart of a sorrowful Treasurer ; and 
though the morning was wet and stormy, the afternoon 
proved all that could be wished, and tempted a very large 
number of the fair sex to be present. We are glad to see 
the Members' Handicap has brought forward some new 
talent, and we look forward to seeing fresh L.B.C. men 
ready to keep up the Club's prestige during the year. 
Without doubt the " Colonv " Meeting, by showing some 
of the novices that they had more in them than they 
credited themselves with, has done much to foster the 
racing element among our men. Some capital racing 
resulted as follows : — 

One Mils H^jidigap. 
Open to Members of the London Bicycle Club only. 
Prizes presented by J. B. Holdsworth, LB.C. First 
prize, value £7 ; second, value £3 ; third, value £2. The 
first two to start in the final. 

Heat 1 : C. E. Parker, 210 yards start, first ; H. G. 
Atkinson, 110, second. Won by fifteen yarda Time, 

2 min. 57f sec. 

Heat 2: B. 8. Price, 160 vards start, first; J. Scott, 
120, second. Won by two yards. Time, 2 min. 67l sec. 

Heat 3 : T. Godlee, 170 yards start, first ; A. Herbert, 
100, second. Won by a dozen yards. THme, 2 min. 60f sec. 

Heat 4 : C. A. E. Pollock, 85 yards start, first • R. 
Newman, 175, second. Won by eight yards. TimOt 

3 min. t sec. 

Final Heat: C. E. Parker, first: E. S. Price, second; 
A. Herbert, third ; 0. A. E. Pollock, ; T. Godlee, ; 
J. Scott, ; 0. Thorn, 0. . The winner retained his position 
throughout, and won very easily by quite a dozen yards : 
a yard and a half divided the second and third, and a yard 
the third and fourth. Time, 2 min. 50i sec. 

Two Miles Open Haiidicap. 

Heat 1 : J. R Griffith, Surrey B.C., 140 yards start, first; 
D. R. Smith, L.B.C., 190, second. Won easily. Time 
6 min. 8t sec. 

Heat 2 : C. E. Liles, Temple B.C., 80 yards start, first; 
G. R. Oxx, Surrey B.C., 280, second. Won by four yards. 
Time 5 min. 58 sec. 

Heat 3 : H. L. Cortis, Wanderea^ B.C., scratch, first ; 
W. M'William, Temple B.C., 180 yards start, second. 
Won. after a splendid race, by two yards. Time 6 min. 
55i sec. 

Heat 4 : W. Wyndham, L.B.O., 160 yards start, first; 
W. L. Ainslie, D.B.B.C., 90, second. Won by two yards. 
Time 5 min. 57 sec. 

Heat 5 : R. A. Woolnough, Rovers B.C., 170 yards start, 
first ; G. Beeson, Wanderers B.C., 290, second. Won by a 
yard and a half. Time 2 min. 59i sec. 

Heat 6 : H. E. V. Baker, Druids B.C., 240 yards start, 
first ; Lacey Hillier, Stanley B.C., 260, second. Won by 
eight yards. Time, 5 min. 55 sec. 

Heat 7 : A. P. Shaw, Civil Service B.C., 110 yards start, 
first; A. L. Wynne, LB.C, 180, second. Won by forty 
yards. Time, 5 min. 55 sec. 

Heat 8 : M. J. Dundas, I Zingari B.C., 170 yards start, 
first, W. Agate, Crescent B.C., 280, second. Won by a 
dozen yards. Time, 6 min. 7* sec. 

Final Heat : Liles first, Shaw second. Baker third, Cor- 
tis 0, Griffith 0, Dundas 0, Woolnough 0. Baker carried 
on the running until the termination of a mile and a 



quarter, when he was displaced b^ Liles. The last-named 
maintained his position to the finish, and won by a yard. 
Shaw defeated Baker for second place by twenty yards. 
Dundas fell fifty yards from the tape; and Woolnough 
pulled up on entering the straight for the dash in. At the 
end of the first mile the order was — ^Baker 1, Dundas 2, 
Shaw 3, Woolnough 4, Griffith 5, Liles 6, Cortis 7. Time, 
5 min. 48( sec. 

Two MiLBS Raob (Members). 
For the "Ladies' Challenge Prize" and Medal 
W. T. Thorn, jun., first : W. Wyndham, second ; T. 
Godlee, third ; J. Scott, ; 0. Thorn, 0. The winner took 
the lead in the first lap of the second mile, and though 
Wyndham came witii a spurt up the straight for the finish. 
Thorn just contrived to hold his own and won by two yards. 
Thorn rode a borrowed machina Time 6 min. 24} sec. 

Tbh Milbs Raob (MembeiB). 
For the " District Challenge Cap " and Medals. 



W. Wyndham 
W. T. Thorn, jun.. 
Arthur Herbert • 
L. A. Wynne... . 
Douglas Smith 
C. A. E Pollock . 



8.E. 

W. 
8.K 

W. 

8.E. 

N.W. 



3 







At the report of the pistol, WVndham, who was in the 
last rank with Thorn, started off at a &8t pace and was 
soon leadinff ; the " Colonist,'^ however, took it much more 
quietly, and allowed the rest of the men to get about 
twenty yards ahead before he began to exert himself. As 
is usual in these long jraces, not much interest was attached 
to the first few miles, and indeed from four to eight miles 
no one seemed to be forcing the pace — ^Thom, Wyndham, 
Wynne, and Herbert ultematelv leading. At eight miiee 
Douglas Smith rushed to the front and led for about two 
laps, when he was deprived of his lead by Wynne, who in his 
turn fi^ve way to Thorn. When the bell rang the leading 
men. Thorn, Herbert, Wynne, Wyndham, Smith, and Pol- 
lock, might have been covered by a table-cloth. Coming 
down the straight Thorn looked all over a winner, but twenty 
yards from home Wyndham dashed to the front and carried 
the light-blue colours first past the winning-post amidst loud 
cheenng from the S.E. men. Even then the interest of the 
race was not over, for Wynne and Herbert were having a 
grand struggle not far behind, as it depended on them as 
much as on uie leaders which district should have the much- 
coveted honour of holding the cup for the next year. Fifty 
yards from home it was anybody's race, but Herbert had 
the turn of speed, and got home about a length in front of 
the West man ; Douglas Smith and Pollock being close up. 
Thus, after a most exciting race, the South-East District 
for the third time holds the cup— this year after a desperate 
struggle with the West. We must congratulate Herbert 
on the ^eat improvement in his riding, and on the good 
form he displayed in this race. 



S.W. PHOTOGRAPHERS. 
Copies of the groups photographed by R M. Gruggen 
are now at 35, Eastdieap, and may be seen by anyone who 
wishes to select one or more from the series. The cost of the 
large prints is one shilling and of the smaller ones sixpence, 
this cnarge being made in order to cover the expense of 
production. 
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FIXTURES FOR CLUB MEETS. 






Date. 


N.E. 


N.W. 


W. 


8.W. 


S.E. 
Croydon Division. 


S.E. 
Blackheath Division. 




1 3.80 Lea Bridge 
) Boad, 8.45 Sy- 
J bom's Corner for 
f Navertock. 


8.46 "Jack straw's 
Castie" for Rick- 
mansworih. 


8.45 Eew Green 
for Horsell. 


4.0. " Clar«TTce," 
Teddington, for 
Sonningdale. 


4.15 Central Croy- 
don Station for 
East Grinstead. 


4.0 Old Lewisham 
Church fop God- 
stone, 



S.W. Di8TBiCT.--Jiily Srd. Hampton Court (Lion Gate), at 4.10 for Chobhazn. 



RESUM^ OP RESULT of FOUR LAST ROAD TRIALS. 
(From thb "Pebld.") 
The first contest took place on Whit Mondajr, June 2l8t, 
1877, over a course through Calne and Chippenham to 
Brentford. The roads were in good order, but a strong 
headwind from the north-east made it hard work. Twentjr- 
four started, and sixteen finished, eleven within the speci- 
fied time. The result was as follows : — 

1877. 

B. K. 



B. x. a. 

1. C. Walmealey 8 88 80 

2. E. Tetgetmeiev 8 86 45 

8. A.D. BnUer 8 68 45 

4. P. Godlee > u k ak 

5. M. D. Bnoker ] - ^ ^ « 

6. C. J. Tomer 9 10 



F. E. Amfleyvd ... 9 10 80 
riliom 9 10 46 



7. 

8. W. T. 

9. F.'m! WiUiama ... 9 16 45 

10. R Newman 9 18 

11. A,H.GarTey 9 28 



In 1878, Whit Monday fell upon June lOth. A defi- 
ciency in the distance of the former course was discovered, 
which necessitated a diversion through Devizes, instead of 
the route through Calne. As this d^aur would have made 
a discrepancy the other way, the goal was fixed at Hounslow. 
Thirty-two started in this year with a strong south-west 
wind behind them, roads good on the whole, wet in places. 
The effect of the favourable conditions is shown below, the 
positions of the winners only being given, but several others 
finished within nine hours. The asterisks denote medallists 
of 1877, who were therefore eligible for the first prize only. 

1878. 



B. H 8 

•p. B. Appleyard 7 18 56 

•W.T. Thorn 7 24 67 

G. P. Coleman 7 26 20 

♦A. D. Butler 7 80 28 

P. Dalton 7 86 59 

B. Wahnesley 7 86 28 



B. M B 

6. A.H. Garvey 7 41 16 

6. T. G.Nevm 7 42 66 

7. M. B. O'Reilly 7 48 44 

8. J. M. Marchant 7 60 57 

9. W. J. Williams 7 61 60 

10. EL V. Cleaver 7 51 50 



In the third competition on Whit Monday, June 2, 1879, 
a new element was introduced, which so militated against 
the speed of the riders, that onlv four arrivals were timed 
in within the ten hours. Rain had fallen heavily a day or 
two before, and the roads were soft and wet for the most 
part, the wind was slight but favourable. Twenty-six 
started, six finished, four within the tima Dalton won his 
medal the previous year, so was eligible for the first prize 
only, 

1879. 

B. M. a, \ B. M. B. 

1. A.H.Koch 8 57 55 ^P. Dalton 9 17 16 

2. A. Herbert 9 15 50 | 8. T. Godlee 9 45 68 

On Monday,May 17,1880,twenty-fourmen were despatched 
promptly at 7.30 a.m. by Mr. T. Godlee, the Captain, who 
immediately proceeded to town by train to time in any who 
should prove equal to the task hefore them. The wind was 
blowing very strongly from the north-east, and the impres- 
sion was prevalent and proved well founded that no one 
could reacn Hounslow in ten hours on such a day. By the 



time Box Hill was encountered the line had become pretty 
well extended. ^ W. T. Thorn showed the way up this 
tedious ascent, his brother, Gruggen, and R. G. Francis being 
close up. Some little way behind came the second detach- 
ment, consisting of A. D. Butler, W. A. Smith, L. A. Wynne, 
and attended by H. L. Cortis on a 59in. racer, who, not 
being a member, was not a competitor. Several found the 
wind too much here, and, dismounting, walked up. Near 
Melksham, Butler, Thorn, and Francis fell. Gruggen was 
the first to enter Devizes, followed by Thorn, Butier, and 
Wynne. Here Gruggen dropped back, and Wynne, forcing 
the pace, went aheiul, Butler and Thorn next. All three 
walked the hill out of the town. On remounting, Wynne 
drew away slightly from Butler, and Thorn was distanced. 
From Devizes to Beckhampton Corner the wind was 
fiercer than at any part of the course, the road having 
no shelter there, and the pace could not have exceeded 
five miles per hour. Wynne was the first to arrive 
at MarlborougL preceding Butler there by three minutes, 
which were increased to five by the latter stopping 
for refreshment. Sighting Wynne at the top of Marl- 
borough Hill, Butler caught him three miles further on, 
and toey rode together until nearing Newbury, when, 
ascending a hill, Butler went away and ran into Newbury 
first by four minutes. Up to Marlborough the surface of 
the roads was all that could be wished ; but from there, 
through Newbury to Reading, they were very loose and 
sandy in consequence of the dry weather. Butler met 
A. H. Koch, the winner of 1879, at Newbury, and was 
accompanied by him to Twyford, seventy-five miles from 
Bath ; here, finding he had but two hours twenty minutes 
wherein to cover the remaining twenty-five miles, he 
abandoned the race, stopped for food, and rode in at his 
leisure, and reached Hounslow at 12 hrs. 2 min. from the 
start, having travelled the latter part of the distance easily 
at the rate of twelve miles an hour. 



OLD TALES RETOLD. 
I.— Thb First Road Trial. 

Considering the important changes in the constitution of 
the Club which have occurred since May, 1877, and that a 
record of the incidents of the first Bath Trial exists only in 
the memories of some of our senior members, and in the 
pages of bicycling papers which have been long out of 
print, we think it may be as well that a short account of 
that really memorable performance should appear in our ) 
own official Gazette. 

The reasons which induced our Committee to establish 
the Bath Trial have been so recently set forth in these 
columns that we need not recapitulate them. Nor need 
we say much about the long discussions which took place | 
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before the jpresent course was decided upon. For some 
reasons a triangular course, starting from and returning to 
some point within convenient distance of the metropolis, 
would have been most desirable ; for one thing, the direc- 
tion of the wind would have had less influence on the result 
of the trial. But it was not found possible to decide upon 
such a course, and the fact that the event came o£f on a 
Bank Holiday rendered it necessary that the starting-point 
should be as far as possible beyond the reach of the tide of 
cochiey excursionists. Finally the Bath Boad was decided 
upon ; it offers considerable varietv of surface, good oppor- 
tunities for the display of hill-riding powers, and a level 
finish, whilst it passes through fewer miportant towns than 
any other main road of similar length. Nor need we go 
into the explanation of the slight and really unimportant 
error of measurement which was at first made, since a fiill 
account will be found of all the circumstances at page 25 of 
the first volume of the Gazette. 

We will therefore at once proceed with our description 
of the Trial which took place on May 21st, 1877. 

There had been rain during the previous week, but 
Sunday was fine, though an ominous east wind was blowing, 
and the roads were generally in capital order. At eleven a.m. 
on that day nineteen men attenaed church parade at the 
Abbey in full uniform with badge, a practice which has 
since been discontinued ; during the day other members 
arrived, so that at six a.m. next morning twenty-four com- 
petitors sat down to breakfast. The wind had now shifted 
to the north-east, but the sky was clear : there was the 
usual discussion about postponing the race, and ereat 
doubts were expressed wnether anyone would be able to 
complete the distance in the time against the wind. Even 
in the following (Appleyard's) year, when such wonderful 
times were maae, some of the men were most urgent that 
the race should be postponed, the heavy state of me roads 
being sHegoi as an excuse. 

Well, at 7.80 a.m. the twenty-four competitors were 
started by the then Hon. Sec. (F. Jolly) from a point about 
a quarter of a mile beyond the Cleveland Bridge. The 
ascent of Box Hill against the wind soon separated them 
into detachments, the first beinff composed of G. Walmesley, 
Appleyard, A. D. Butler, C. J. Turner, Rucker, T^etmeier, 
and F. Godlee. Marlborough was reached in nearly the 
same order, onlv that Oarvev had ioined the first division 
and Turner had fallen a little ia the rear. All the com- 
petitors walked up Marlborough Hill, and Walmesley, 
|;ettinff first to the top, went awav with the lead and kept 
it to tne end. At Newbury, where most of the leaders 
stopped for refreshment, Turner, R. Newman, Fred 
Williams, and Thorn came up with them. At Maidenhead 
the order was somewhat as follows: Walmesley, Appleyard, 
Tegetmeier, Butler, Qodlee, Rucker, Turner, Newman, and 
Wuliams. Soon afterwards Rucker had to run on to the 
grass to avoid a cart and got a nasty purler; a little further 
on Thorn came over the handles, and then Williams collided 
with a cart, and was much cut and bruised: luckily his 
machine was not seriously damaged, and witn Newman's 
assistance he was able to proceed. 

Meanwhile Jolly had come to town and had taken up his 
post under the Great Western Railway bridge at Brentford 
end. He had not been waiting long when, at 3.55, Wal- 
mesley appeared, followed twelve minutes afterwards by 
Tegetmeier. Butler arrived at 4.30, closely followed by 
Godlee, Rucker, Turner, Appleyard, Thorn, and Williams 
in the order named. Newman arrived at 4.50, and five 



minutes afterwards Garvev, who thus just missed winning 
a medal. At 5.35 H. Wilson appeared, followed by Lang- 
dale, Dalton, Buist, and Parker, sixteen in all; the other 
eight having given up at various points along the routa 
The following are the times of the first arrivals : — 
G. Walmesley, 8 hr. 23 min. 30 sec. ; K Tegetmeier, 

8 hr. 35 min. 45 see. ; A. D. Butler, 8 hr. 58 min. 45 sec. ; 
F. Godlee and M. D. Rucker, 9 hr. 5 min. 45 sec. ; G. J. 
Turner, 9 hr. 10 min. ; Appleyard, 9 hr. 10 min. 30 sec. ; 
W. T. Thorn, » hr. 10 mm. 45 sec. ; F. Williams, 9 hr. 
15 min. 45 sec. ; R. Newman, 9 hr. 18 min. ; Garvey, 

9 hrs. 23 min., making eleven men who had ridden the 
distance under 9^ hours. The winner of the enamelled 
medal looked wonderfully fresh and well, but some of the 
others came in greatly exhausted, and it needed all the care 
and attention of several (rood Samaritans to get one or two 
of the competitors into a fit state to be sent home. This 
was partly due to the punishing effect of the wind, which 
if not so directly contrary as it was on the 17 th ultimo, 
was certainly very severely felt on some parts of the course ; 
and partly to the fact that, having looked upon the affair 
as an ordinary hundred miles run, such as they had often 
done before, and forgetting the difference made by the 
excitement of competition and the time element, they had 
gone into it with out little preparation. In this matter 

Xially the experience of the first year has been of great 
I to those wno have followed over the same course. 
Such then is a plain unvarnished account of the first 
Bath Trial, and I think that all those who remember the 
day will agree with me that it was a performance well 
worthy of a place in the L.B.G. Gazette in company with 
those that have followed it. 

EbsTOBiGua 

BAST GRINSTEAD. 

Br o fct hM there a man with 8<ml so dead, 
Who never to himself hath said, 
m hie me off to East GxinBtead, 
And there at Falne's engage a bed 

Instanter I 

If eaoh there be, go— Mark him weU I 
For him no minstrel's notes shaU swdl; 
No maidens fair his wants f oretdl, 
Or genial host all gloom dispel 

With chit-chat I 

But in spite of the inspiring nature of my subject, 
perhaps I had better spare you the rest of my poem, 
acknowledge a certain amount of indebtedness to Sir 
Walter Scott, and subside into plain prose. It is, then, 
a {&ct that there are a good many men in the Club, 
especially in this benight^ North- West Division, who have 
never visited East Grinstead. And if I was asked who was 
to blame for our apparent indifference to tiie charms of this 
South-Easternparadise, I should say the South-Ei^ters 
themselves. We constantly see in the Gazettb references 
to ''this favourite run," etc., but I have looked in vain 
through the two volumes for any sufficient description of 
the place or its nei^bourhood. This must be the excuse for 
my presumption m venturing to write an account of a 
few days' hasty survey ; I only hope that it may induce 
one of the many " constant visitors to supplement it with 
a better. 

Stimulated, then, by the rumours I had heard, I one fine 
afternoon rode over to Victoria Station, and booked self 
and 'cycle to Croydon. Thence I made the best of my 
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way to my destination, wa Caterham, Oodstone, etc. The 
approach to East Grinstead by ihis^ road is certainly dis- 
appointing; the country is pretty just about OocMone 
Green, but on the whole the scenery is tame, and the 
surface is not first-rate. Indeed, I began to think that 
perhaps East Grinstead was not the attraction after all, but 
that if the '' Railway Hotel" and its maidens fair had been 
situated anvwhere else it would have been just as much 
frequented by gr^-coated 'cyclists. I may as well say at once 
that, on furtner inyesti^tion, I was forciad to giye up this 
idea. I haye paid long yisits to Seyenoaks and Dorking, and I 
know something of Guildford ; each of these places is justly 
famed for the beaulnr of its surroundings, but East Grinstead 
does not yield to tiiem in this respect, and it oflfers what 
I haye not yet been able to find in some of them, notably 
at Dorking, comfortable and reasonable quarters. I may 
add for the benefit of any misogynist in the Club that, in 
addition to the '' Railway Hotel," I haye tried the '' Dorset 
Arms "and the ''Crown," and can certainly say a good 
word for the latter ; but here I trench upon heresy. 

Well, I felt inclined for a rest next morning, so requested 
my host to recommend me a short ride. By his adyice I 
rode up the High Street and turned to the left just at the 
end of the town down a sandy lane ; bearing to the ri^ht 
at the bottom, one of the prettiest roads I eyer met with 
took me by Holtye Common, Adiurst, and Langton Green 
to Tunbridge Wella After crossing the common there is a 
long run down to Ashurst Mill, which needs a little care, 
and a steep rise afterwards, |>art of which must be walked. 
The distance is only twelye miles or a little oyer, but it is a 
bit to be ridden slowly and enjoyed. Tunbridge Wells is 
too bi^ a place for me, I always get out of it as soon as 
possible, but I stopped long enou^ to notice, much to my 
satisfaction, that the former steep, narrow, and dangerous 
entrance into the town fix)m the Hastings road had been 
improyed into a broad street, and is now quite safe to ride 
with ordinary care. I returned by Groombridge, Hartfield, 
Withjram and Forest Row (15 miles) also a yery pretty 
route, though the numerous hills tooK off a little of the 
enjoyment. 

East Grinstead to Dorking is a loyely ride— at all eyents 
after passing Horley. ; Take tiie London road to Felbridge 
(1 mile), and take a road on the left with a little pub. at 
the comer ; then a lane on the left will bring you out on 
Horley Common. Turn to the risht to the " Checjuers/' 
then make for the " Black Horse ; go oyer Horse Hill and 
take a lane on the left on the other side ; then to the right 
again oyer Norwood Hill, and it is a tolerably straight load 
through Leiflti to Betchworth : then turn to left for Dorking. 
It is about eiffht miles from East Grinstead to Horley, and 
twelye from the " Chequers " to Dorking. If you want to 
make a round, run down to Horsham (12 miles), and return 
to Ely via Crawley and Three Bridges (18 miles). From 
Horsham to Crawley is an easy ride through tame country, 
after that the the scenery improyes. About a mile after 
passing Three Bridges Station you come to the yillage of 
Worth : the church here is one of the most interesting in 
Sussex, on account of the good preeeryation of its Sucon 
architecture. It is situated up a lane on the right ; the 
yillage shop stands at the comer. About a mile further 
the road forks j you can get to East Grinstead either way, 
but I was adyised that tne left-hand road was the best. 
It took me by some pretty lanes past Rowfant Station to a 
toll-gate (shut) with a fine of twopence for " yelocipedes." 
Here I turned to the left, crossed a railway bridge, and then 



took a lane on the right which brought me out again at 
Felbridge. 

This paper is already too long, but I should like to 
suggest one more round. Run down to Forest Row, turn 
to the right and climb up to Wych Cross ; keep straight 
on to the right, after passing the little inn for a hundred 

?ards or so for tiie sake of the yiew, which is splendid. 
*hen return and take the left-hand road, downhill to 
Maresfi^d ; here bear to left for Mayfield. Mayfield is 
one of the quaintest of the many quaint towns in Sussex ; 
there is an old episcopal palace there, some fine old tim- 
bered houses, and a handsome stone-fronted Jacobean 
mansion opposite ; the church matches the place, and the 
whole is weU wortli a yisit Thence I returned to Rother- 
field, With-yam, and Hartfield, to Forest Row; roads 
rather rough on the outward journey, much better coming 
home. 

I haye not exhausted the neighbourhood of East Grin- 
stead. I must just mention Hem, Chidingstone, and 
Penshurst, but I think I haye said enough to recommend 
the place to anyone who has a few days to spare, does not 
kaow where to go, and has not been there. If he has he 
will probably go again, but then he won't want me to tell 
him. Slow Coach. 



ROUND ABOUT THE SURREY HILLS. 

On the morning of the 18th dajr of April Buckler 
and I rose with tito intention of spmning to Worthing 
and back ; but on turning into the open our resolution 
was much shaken on disooyering that a regular gale was 
blowinjs from the coast, and after a few minutes' 
reflection and discussion we determined not to carry 
out our first intention, and, if possible, to cheat the 
wind and haye a good day's run, in which I think we 
succeeded. Starting against the wind up the Ripley road, 
we turned off at the ''Bear" at Esher. The short steep 
rise near Ockshot, against the wind, proyed too much for 
my capabilities, and unhorsed me for the first and only 
time during the day's run. Continuing on through 
Leatherhcttd to Dorking, round the base of Box Hill — 
netting a fine yiew successiyely of each side of the 
Aoue — ^we bowled merrily along throup^h Betchworth to 
Reigate, where we made our first dismount to get a 
breather. Going down the descent from Leatherhead 
town with legs oyer the hsjidles. Buckler endeayoured to 
run oyer a dog, or rather the dog endeayoured to get under 
his machine; but dog escaped without hurt, saye some 
mud on his back, and Bu<»der and I with a fright only. 
As we say abroad, r&venaus i nous mautons, A&t fiye 
minutes' rest, employed demolishing a couple of biscuits, 
we decided to go up Rei^te Hill to admire the countiy, 
and as luck would haye it the railway barrier was dosed, 
and we had to dimnount to await the departure of a train. 
In opening the gate, the porter considerately knocked down 
Buckler's machine, which was resting against it, and instead 
of apologising commenced a yolley of abuse | ergo a row, 
in whicn some natiyes joined. We adyised them to 
mind their own business, and they yery prudently desisted. 
After taking his number and yowing yengeance, we 
proceeded up the. hill, and haying had enough half 
way up, deposited them on the side of the road and 
proceeaed on foot; descending a^in we rode down 
to the ''Grapes," and paid a yisit to the charmuur 
hostesses, ana then had a stiff tussle with the wind 
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in our teeth to Crawley. Taming here to the right we were 
nearly blown off at Goff^s Hill, wnich is a teaser, and then 
had a splendid ruh into Horsham, alighted at the '' Anchor," 
sat down to a rattling good feed, and made a good hole 
in the joint. We now turned our backs on the wind, and 
bar the bad roads, which are exceedingly rough, went 
through some of the most lovely country, via Rudgwick, 
Crawley, to Guildford. The road is very hilly, it runs 
between Leith Hill and Hind Head, and then between the 
Newland Comer Range and Hog^s Back; of them we 
alternately had a splendid view, as the sun was shining 
and the day was all that could be desired. About three 
miles from Guildford we came across Potts, who was out 
for a stroll, and dismounting to shake hands, etc., as we 
could not persuade him to retum with us, we parted 
company and continued on. Riding up Guildford High 
Street, we were much chagrined at the top to be compelled 
to dismount to enable us to wade through die thick mass 
of people, who seemed highly pleased with a large nosegay 
of primroses which protmded from my breast pocket, wmcn 
I had plucked while walking up a steep ascent about three 
miles the Horsham side of Rudgwick, a hill I think only 
the very strongest riders would care to tackle. After 
getting through the crowd, we again sped merrily on to 
Ripley, paid a visit to the " Anchor " in the hope of finding 
some of the Surbiton colony, but were disappointed ; the 
place was deserted, not a Dic3rclist to be seen. We soon 
made tracks for home, and arrived at Weston Green about 
eight o'clock, having ridden 75 miles in less than eight 
hours, excluding three hours rest, through some of the 
loveliest country to be found in Surrey, but at the same 
time extremely hilly, thirty miles of which was in the 
teeth of the wmd ; any waj^r, we voted this a pleasant day, 
and intend repeating it again later on in the summer. 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 0. A, 

CAVETE CYCLOroES. 
" BloroLBfl Ain> LAMPa— Robert Dann and Thomas East- 
wood, both in the service of Sir Joseph Bazalgette, of St. 
Mary's, Arthur Road, Wimbledon, were summoned by 
Inspector Mason for unlawfully riding bicycles on the 
puUic highway between the hours of sunset and sunrise 
without luhving lights attached thereto. The evidence went 
to prove that tke defendants were riding the bicycles in the 
High Street of Wimbledon, at nine p.m., without lamps. 
The defendants expressed regret, and said they were not 
aware of the consequences. Mr. Paget said bicycles were 
dangerous enough under any circumstancea They should 
not be used without giving rail warning. He fined each of 
the defendants 20s., with costs. — Joseph Brill and Charles 
Stevenson, apprentices, were summoned for a similar offence, 
and were fined 20s. and 2s. costs. One of the defendants 
said he thought the fine excessive, but Mr. Paget, in reply, 
said it was very dangerous to ride bicycles without 
exercising caution." 

N.W. DiSTEIOT. 

NonCB. — ^Rickmansworth, June 26th. Our route next 
Saturday will be Fortune Hill, Hendon, Collingdeep Lane, 
Edgware, and Whitchurch. Capital swimming in the 
Colne. Tea at the " Swan." 

EvBNiNa Runs. — I propose having a short ran next 
Wednesday evening, June 30th, starting jfrom the Heath at 
7 p.m. If fairly well attended, the runs will be continued 
every Wednesday evening during July, at the same hour. 
NonMAi^ B. Mo&fiis, District Captain. 



ELEGY IN A COUNTRY CHURCHYARD. 

NOT BT Q&AT. 

The village clock has strack the dawn of day, 
The weather's fine as possibly could be ; 
When once again the cyclist mounts his steed. 
And with all speed he hurries on his way. 

Now sunshine o'er the scene a fireshness flings. 
And peace and silence through the air do floi^, 
Save, when some rustic runs across his path. 
His horn emits a loud and warning note. 

Save, too, from yonder comer grumbling steals 
Some early Hodge, who to his mate complains 
Of such as rush at fifteen miles an hour 
Along the village roads and country lanea 

'Tis here beneath the bright and azure sky. 
The rough laid granite seems to rise and fall. 
That 'cyclists tsSce their early morning runs. 
And heed not if the natives chance to bawl. 

No roughs are here to bother and annoy ; 
No little urchins vulgar tricks to play; 
No nursery-maids with barrows full of babes ; 
No clamorous crowd to bar their right of way. 

Let not ambition mock his simple style. 
Nor with coarse jokes his temper seek to rile ; 
Nor laugh at suon as chance to come to grief, 
But cheer them on theb way with gracious smile. 

That youth we saw upon a wheel so high, 
With form erect pursue his eager way, 
Tho' now in riding lets his lime go by, 
May be the Gladcribone of a future day. 

Full many a gem of purest ray serene 
Beneath the ocean's depth has got its lair ; 
So many a 'cyclist's bom to fall unseen, 
And waste his cries upon the desert air. 

Each early mom like clockwork he would rise 
To meet his comrades at the well-known place;, 
Riding full speed along the narrow streets 
With joy imprinted on his jovial faca 

One mom we missed him from the accustomed spot. 
The night before he fell and hurt bis head. 
Remarking sweetly, " Funny cropper that," 
And sad to say the following mom was dead. 

His fellow-clubmen missed their friend right sore. 
And met at once among themselves to vote 
A tombstone to his.memory so dear. 
And this the charming epitaph they wrote : 

Epitaph. 
Here rests beneatii this rough hewn stone 
A youth to fortune and to fame unknown. 
Science and learning on him grimly frowned. 
For bicycling had marked him for her own. 

His ways were simple and just like a lad. 
His notions of economy were small. 
He spent on 'cycling all the cash he had. 
And, being careless, ran into a wall. 

No oil lamp had he to direct his course. 
No brake from such a dismal fate to save. 
And just before bis death he sadly owned 
That careless riding leads but to the grava 

E. H. H. 
N.B. — Lamps and bells are now compulsory. 
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LEETH HILL. 

This is credited in the gpiide-books as being the highest 
of the renownwi Surrey hills. An elevation of 965 feet is 
attained gratis at the summit where the tower is, and 80 
feet more at the price of one penny by ascending to the 
top of the tower. This building was bnilt a century ago 
by a Mr. HiJl, who is said to be buried thera 

The view is the meet eztensiye in the oounly, embracing, 
on a clear dhy^ twelve other counties than its home one : 
Ashford in Kenl^ the ric^ of the South Downs, with 
Chanctonbury Ring and Ditchling Beacon near Brighton, 
the Channel throi^h Shoreham Gap, the Hambledon Hills 
and Dunstable being among the oulposte on the horizon ; 
Yachery Pool near Granley, Hind Hoftd, and numerous 
other places forming objects of interest within the cirda 

Notwithstanding its attractions the hill is withal generous 
and docile, the ascent being itself attractive, and remarkably 
easy for wheel traJSa LyiuK as it does about four and a 
half miles S. W. of Dorking, the best jooint of attack is from 
the Dorkinff and Ouildford road. Going, as we did, from 
Guildford, tne best turning is the second on the right after 
passing Gomshall Station, uirough Sutton to Abinger Hatch, 
which we found of very good surface and eam^ gradient. 
Going fi^m Dorking, the correct turning would appear to 
be on the left after passing^ Wotton Hatch, at a sign-post, 
being the Ockley road ; tms road joins the other in a fork 
some two hundred yards above Abinger HatoL The 
nearest inn to the summit is at Abinger Batch, and fearing 
some rough work we left our machines there, which caused 
us nothing but regret, as the road is perfect for at least two 
miles up, through a forest of firs, the ascent being very 
gradual A rough road, which subsequently strikes out on 
the left, leads to the summit, and, though in parts quite 
unrideable, does not make very tedious work, as there is 
hardly a mile of it, and the gradient is not severe. Bodily 
comforts are supplied in tne Tower, in the shape of 
lemonade, cakes, etc., and quite a trade is done amongst 
the towerists. There is another road, being a continuation 
of the one parted from a turning up the rough road, which 
no doubt leads down to Ockley ; but this we did not explore, 
having to return to Abinger Hatch. On a fine warm day 
there could not be a more enjoyable trip, but when the 
temperature is low it strikes rather cold on the windward 
side of the hill, as we experienced, did Panns and L 

EXCHANGE LIST. 

Wanted, 50-inch " Roadster," must be cheap and in good 
order. — Apply to J. Williams, Junr., Abbey Villa, Croydon. 

52-in. light Roadster, by J. Keen, in ffood condition. 
Cost ;^17 10s. Price j^IO, but no reasonable offer refused. 
0. Thorn, 11, Ladbroke Square, W. 

54-in. " Coventry " Roadster, in good condition. Only 
£8 10s, cheap.— W. T. Hill, Hamostead. 

58-in. " Stassen," eccentric braKe, etc., in perfect con- 
dition. £S. — Ernest Barrett, 8, Hainault Terrace, Hainault 
Road, Levtonstone. 

For Sala — 52-inch " Grout," in good condition. Half- 
bright, roller bearings, brake, etc. Price only six guineas. 
A bargain. — ^E. Paxon, 15, Stavordale Road, Highbury. 

Wanted. — A good hub-lamp, cheap. — ^E. P., 15, Stavor- 
dale Road, Highbury. 

For Sale. — 53-in. " Club" in ^rfect condition, forks and 
backbone bright, rest nickel, 24-in. handle-bar. Price £11. 
Can be seen in town on application to A. E. Buckler, 
Weston Cottage, Weston Green, Thames Ditton* 



STRAY NOTES. 

The Kingston men have suffered somewhat from the 
" strangers. In the last four years they have annually 
handed the First Prize for their Open Mile to one of our 
men. In '77, to Pem Coleman on Ham Common. In 
'78, to A. Herbert at Bushey Park. In '79, to Rucker 
at Surbiton. In *80, to W. T. Thorn at Surbiton. 

• ••••• 

Thorn was lucfc^, after breaking his handle in the Members 
Handicap, in getting two such ^ood mounts as those with 
which Cortis and Ainslie furnished him« It isn't every 
racing man that could secure such services. 

• ••••• 

Of the seven men who started in the final for our Open 
Two Miles there was not one Londoner. This speaks well, 
at any rate, for the leniency of our handicappers. 

• • « • • • 

There could be no mistake as to the potency of Arthur 
Adams' " artUlery/' The local glazier says he never had 
such a good time in his lifio. 

• ••••• 

There were various &ncy teams suggested for the N.R in 
the District Challenge Cup Race only they did not come off. 
The President, Captain, luid Treasurer was one I heard of ; 
the L.B.C. Captain, the D.B.B.C. Captain, and an eminent 
official of the C.U.BLC. was another ; while the Assistant 
Treasurer of the L.B.C., the Assistant Treasurer of the 
C.n.Bi.C., were also suggested to join the Captain of the 
D.B.B.C. 

• ••••• 

Some ladies were heard to say they didn't know what 
riding a ten miles race could be, but they found standirig it 
quite tiring enough for them, and I certainly sympathi^. 

• ••••• 

Even that gloomy abstraction " The Treasurer's Deputy," 
was cheerful after the Race Meeting. Defaulters are 
recommended to pay at once before he relapses into his 
normal condition. 

The oUa podrida of Stray Notes cannot be too much 
mixed — so nere goes : The E.G. meet on the 26th will 
be worth a look in at; the District Captain advertises 
racing cracks and marmalade at the Club tea as an 
additional draw. — ^The new covers for unbound Gazettes 
are quite too delightful; as the first edition is all but 
exhausted, men who wish to decorate their dining- 
room tables had better look sharp. — ^We must add a 
photographic artist to our list ot officers. — The S.E. 
District Captain has got a white elephant in the Fot 
which Herbert and Wsmdham handed him. — " Our Boys " 
think they ought to have a Mile Handicap at our next 
Race Meeting ; why not " teach the young idea how 
to shoot " by offering two or three medals to Memb^B' 
brothers below sixteen ? — ^Parker bbjb racing is not such bad 
fun after all. — I want to know all about ''The Coming 
Falconer-Cortis Race," and the Picnic, and the Central 
Club Room.—" That is what puzstes " 

L'hommb qui bit. 

From Bournemouth : — 

Mixing It. — Two ploughboys in our village wanted to 
attend a choral festival about thirty miles off, so they 
borrowed one of their "iron-tyred" fellow-labourers, rode 
him jointly into the next town (about six miles), there 
hired two 'cycles, did the forty-^ht to the festivfld 
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and back on rnbber, and retnrned in the evening triumphant 
on the slow but comfortable quadmped. Bach is rustic 
enteiprise in ''inferior Doesit/' 

• ••*••• 

Many country gentlemen now hunt in the winter, 
and bicycle or tricycle in the summer. At this rate the 
old feud of Home v. Bicycle will soon die a natuial deatL 
A bicyclist was met the other day with afox's pads arranged 
trophy-wise on his saddle-pouch. 



A PAIR STRATAGEM. 
(A MiLAxrcBOLT HmroBT, FoumosD on Fioi). 
Pabt 1 
Dear frieiida I there la an adage urise, wfaloh I ahonld wish to me&tloQ ; 
Ponder it well, ere to my tale yon give ronr kind attention f 
It teOft na— don*t be ctosb now, m detain yon not a minnte— 
How Truth ie oft 80 very strange, that Xlotion iant in it I 

I fling a pair off MoyoUstB, ydepi— hot that dont matteri 
We anthon name no names, eue there might be a pretty clatter. 
TU call them A and B — ^yet stop 1 that Bmacks of sqnares and rhomboids! 
Enow them as Brown and White^ then— I mitrt name them or leave long 
voids! 

Their lot for ever on tiie Path had been, as shows ^e sequel, 

To iUnstrate this occnlt rign » which signifieth eqnaL 

No triumph that poor Wmte had earned by hearty by Inngs, and (y 

calves, 
Ck>Qld he in Uksfiil peace enjoy, for Brown ooold always er^ halves ! 

Thev both were champions of the year, from one mile to a hnndred, 
And soon the folk began to langh where formerly they wondered | 
The balance weired on neither dde so mnch as l^ a feather 
In each event-— these twin athletes ! — ^they crossed the ti^ together ! 

No marvel that to these Dead ffeaU, which moved sndi wond'xing 

laughter. 
Succeeded JDiuttUff CMdnesa when the rivals met thereafter 9 
They got on tennt too often, 'mid the crowd's excited mnrmnr. 
To be on ierme at aU when they once more reached tena-fiima. 

Perhaps you mav be kind enough to feel some small desire 
To know what uiese two men were like — ^Well, some folk would admire 
Brown's face the most — ^but pshaw ! of course theaxfacee do not matteri 
1& **poinU *' which are described in modem athletes' horsey patter. 

Brown was a very " dean-made thinff " — bIz feet of bone and musde— 
A good inch taller than the man wiw whom fate Ud him tussle ; 
But « trainers " said, that tho' Brown's legs were firm as granite boulders, 
White had no end tiie pull of him about the chest and moulders. 

As time wore on, and stiU in vain each strove to beat tiie other, 
Theii feelings of antipathy they did not tiry to smother. 
And friends began to tremUe as their hate grew strong and stroi.^ 
And fewed they could not keep the peace between these two mw!x 
longer. 

A£Fairs were in this ticklish state— too grave a theme for loUng, 
When in his ''den" one summer eve Brown sat alone and tamrMn^ • 
Before him stood a table all bestrewn with cups and medals, 
Which this athletic youth had won by moving round his treadles. 

He snatched a costly flagon up, of workmanship a wonder, 
And eyed its dainty frosted sides with lip and brow of thunder. 

« Thin Hnn wna xrnn Kv WilIiAin 'Rvnwn ''l-.sn M 



' This Cup was won by William Brown ''—40 ran the legend round it — 
" Who came in first in fifteen mUes, vriiiich place he shared "-—'(Con- 
found it!" 

" In an the triumphs I have gained, that White has been a sharer. 
Why oan*t the fool take seaNidplaoe ? Dame Fortune might be fairer. 
At every distance on the path Tm fastest man for certain ; 
If I could only spifflloate thai -*-*" Here we draw a curtain. 

He ceased to q>eak, and leaning back, a sigh of chagrin fetching, 
His 0oomy ejre fell on the lawn before his window stretching ; 
All listlessly he eased upon the movements light and airy 
Of one who v^anoered 'mongst tiie lowers— his lovely sister Biary. 

She wu a girl, was Maiy Brown, a wondrous littie beauty, 
To lose their hearts to whom at sight most felt it their plain chUy ; 
But tho* full many a 'cycling wight his love had wildly told her. 
In *' maiden meditation, fancy £ree," we still behold her. 



Among the votMes of our ^Nirt her influence was more killing 
Than all the risks that 'cycUsts run, from takhig cold tcT^Sig, 
B,g,, our hearts may eet a strvun thro' hUly dangers daring. 
But Mary Brown coidd bnak that organ quite beyond repairing. 
Again, you '(^dists sometimes lose a Gfpoke or two in riding. 
Or lightiy o'br your handles go when with some stcme c^liding ; 
But let Miss Mary on von smOe, o'er head and ears you'd tumble^ 
And as to epohee^ yoa'd lose them all, and only shyly mumble I 

But whiles in hvnerboUe stain, my pen has been descanting. 
How fares it with tiie brother of thss maiden so encfaantibg? 
"Howfaresitr'saldI^nay,notBo; night darkens and^ better 
To say, «How darks it T and so speak "aupied de la kttre.*' 

His gase is stOl on Mary fixed, though now he scarce can see her. 
And as I through the twilight peer hii face from clouds seems freer ; 
I see him take his cigar out^ and through the window shy it^ 
And from his mouth drop words which sound like these : ''I can bat 
try it r 
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RACING FIXTURES. 
S6th.— L.A.G. Second Summer Meeting (4 
Bicycle Handicap, open to amateuis), 
ford Bridge. 
Ist.— -Bicycle Union Championship Race Meeting, 

Twenty-five Miles, Stamford Bridge. 
Srd.— Civil Service B.C. Race Meeting. 
8th.— Bicycle Union Championship Race Meeting, 
Fiffy Miles, Stamford Bridge. 
lOth.— Belgrave B.C. Race Meeting (1 mile open to 
amateurs), Stamford Bridge. 



To the EdUor qfOe London Bicycle Club Gazette: 
Sm,— I see in this week's Gazette that it is stated no 
L.B.C. man is known to have ridden all the way up Muswell 
Hill. This is not quite correct : I rode up it on the 4th of 
last October, in the presence of the two Messrs. Booty, of 
the Atlanta B.C., and found it tougher than Reigate. — 
Yours truly, Thos. Geo. Nbvill. 

Bridge Wharf, Hoxton, N., June 18th, 1880. 



NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

All contributions must be addressed to " The Editor, 
L.B.C. Gazette, 35, Eastcheap, E.C.," and must bear the 
name of the author, though not necessarily for insertioiL 

They must be written on one side of the paper only, and, 
if immediate insertion is desired, must be received not later 
than Wednesday morning. 

In reply to a request firom several members, we have 
arranged with Messrs. Darling to supply portfolios in which 
unbound copies of the Gazette may be kept ; cost is 2s. ; 
stamped on outside with the Club badge. 

"NoncB FOR BENEFIT OF NEW Mbmbbes. — ^MossTB. Darling 
and Son have still a few covers for 1878, and can supply back 
numbers at the cost of Id. each. 



ANSWER. TO CORRESPONDENT. 
C. R. HuTOHiNGS.-?rhankB for "Scrap Book " containing 
cuttincs firom Field, etc., of great vidue in writing "Old 
Tales lletold." It shall be carefiilly looked after, and 
returned. — [Ed.] 

Printed for the Ftoprietun \yy Dabukg & Sov, at the Mineira Steam 
Printing Office, 86, Eaflteheap, London, E.C.— June 25, 1880. 
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COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee held on the 28th inst, 
the following gentleman was elected a memher of the 
Club :— 

Seeoadtr. 



WiUiam Keith Adam, Blair Adam, 
NJB., and Exeter ColL, Oxford C. 



H. F. Christie H. R. Reynolds 



The resignation of Mr. J. B. Fleming was accepted. 

Mr. N. B. Morris was elected one of the Club representa- 
tives on the Bicycle Union. 

A snggestion with reference to the Bath Trial was 
brought forward and discussed ; and further consideration 
of the matter was postponed till the next Committee 
meeting. 

Messrs. F. M. Williams and W. T. Thorn, Jun., were 
appointed del^;ates to attend a meeting of South London 
Bicycle Clubs, convened for the purpose of adopting a 
memorial to the Directors of the Crystal Palace Company 
as to the formation of a cinder-path at the Palace. 



THE BICYCLE IN THE STATES. 

We are glad to see that our sport is at length establish- 
ing itself on the other side of the Atlantic. The bad roads 
to be there found have no doubt somewhat delayed its 
advent. The following is from " The New York 
Herald:"— 



NATIONAL BICYCLE MEET. 

OBQAVISINO THI LEAOVI OF AMIUOAH WHIBtLMlIff AT NIWPOBT— 
BBILLIAHT SUC0I88 01* THm TIBST ?A&ADB ~ raSIITinKB OT TBI 
O0OA8IOV; 

[bt telbobafh to THB HBBALD.] 

Newport, R. L, May 81, 1880. 
The first national bicycle meet held in America is over. In many 
particulars it was a great saooess, thanks to a lar^ attendance and 
f avoorable weather. The day did not open very anspidoualy as far as 
'* old probabilities" was concerned. Rain feU during the night, and 
not nntil nine o'dock this morning, were there any signs of a dear sky. 
The gloomy onUook this morning, together with the nnfavonraUe 
weather of Snnday, had anything bat a pleasing effect upon the 
whedmen. The sun, however, dried the roads while the riders were 
hdding their convention, and when the hour arrived for the after- 
noon parade Bdlevue Avenue was in a fair condition for the 
machines. Several thousand excurdonisis arrived at an early hour 
to witness the novd parade, and it was evident that the event had 
awakened a good deal of curiodty. Soon after nine the wheelmen began 
to take up the line of march for the skating rink on BeUevue Avenue, 
where the Convention was to be hdd, and at about ten o'dock the 
meeting was called to order by Mr. C. K. Munroe, of the New York 
Club. Mr. S. T. Clarke, of Baltimore, was chosen temporary chairman, 
and Mr. K. N. Putnam, of New York, secretaiy. The following dubs 
were represented by delegates :— Arlington, of Washington ; Boston, 
of Brockton (Mass.) ; Brooklyn, Bdtimore, CH>itol, of Washington ; 
Centaur, of Philaddphia ; Crescent, of Boston ; Chicago, Gexmantown, 
of Philaddphia; Harvard, of Cambridge; Hartford, Hawthorne, of 
Salem ; Manhattan, of New York ; Massadiusetts, of Boston ; Marl- 
boro, of Lynn ; New York, Norwidi, of Connecticut ; New Haven, 
Phfladdphia ; Pittsfidd (Mass.), Providence, Rambler, of New York ; 
Saratoga, Trenton rN.J.), Worcester, Waltham, WniiamsbuiK (Long 
Island), Yonkers (N.Y.), and Mercury, of New Yoric, Communica- 
tions were then read from the dubs of Elgin, HL; Cleveland, Ohio, and 
the Essex Club, of Newark, N^. The latter urged the neoesdty of 
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sharply defining the distinciion between prof enionals and amateon, 
and raggeited the propriety of taking measures for securing to wheel- 
men in all dties the rights to which they are fairly entitled in parks 
and on the highways. The following constitution was then read and 
adopted by an unanimous Tote : 

" OOKSTITUTIOKAL PBOVIBIOirS. 

'' 1. This organisation shall be known as the League of American 
Wheelmen. 

" 2. Its objects are to promote the general interesta of bicycling, to 
ascertain, defend, and protect the rights of wheelmen, and to encourage 
and facilitate touring. 

" 3. Any amateur wheelman of good standing may become a member 
of thia league upon payment of an initiation fee of one dollar and 
approval of the Board of Officers, or a convention thereof, after the 
publication of hia name in a list of candidates in the official organ of 
the league at least two weeks previously. It is also provided that the 
entire membership of any recognised amateur bicycle dub may be 
received at one-half the above-named initiation fee. 

"4. Its offioen ahall be president, vice-president, commander, cor- 
responding secretary, recording secretary, treasurer, and two directors 
from each State in which thero is a regularly organised Wcyde club^ 
and these officers shall form a board of officers, of which eight shall form 
a quorum, who shall direct and dedde on all matters not provided for in 
the constitution, and ahall have power to fill all vacaildes." 

The following officers were then chosen :— President, Charles E. Pratt, 
of Boston J Vice-President, E. K. Longstroet, of Philaddphia ; Cor- 
responding Secretary, A. S. Parsons, of Cambridge ; Recording Secretary, 
Frank Burrill, of New York ; Treasurer, H. L. Willoughby, of Saratoga ; 
Commander, C. K. Munroe, of New York. Two directors wero also 
chosen from each of the States where the sport is recognised. Amid 
great enthusiasm Mr. Pratt took his place as presiding officer, and in 
the course of an interesting fifteen minutes' speech touched upon the 
general history of bicyding in thia country, its early struggles against 
the atupidity and ignorance which in many inatancea marked its treat- 
ment at the handa of the offidala of different cities* and the admirable 
facilities it offered for healthful exeroise and amusement. In condusion 
he urged upon the members of the league the neceasity of doing their 
utmost to secure a hearty popular recognition of the sport and s large 
attendance at the second annual meet. A collection was then taken up 
to defray the ezpcmsee of the meet^aftsr which the Convention adjourned. 
At a meeting of the board of officers held subsequently at the hotd, it 
was agreed that a meeting should take place in New York on Septem- 
ber 18, at which should be determined the time and place of the next 
meet. 

A PlOTTTBXBQUI PaBADI. 

The parade proper proved a far greater success than even its most 
sanguine friends had predicted, and drew admiring plaudits from the 
large orowda who lined the atreeta from one end of the route to the 
other. Old reddenta declare that, with the exception of the athletic 
games of 1878 and 1879, no event of the past decade has awakened 
such wide-spread interest and been so thoroughly enjoyed by all 
classes of people as has the bicyde meet of to-day. Excursion trains 
were run from the neighbouring towns, bringing into Newport vast 
numbers of people of a class to which the new aport la a decided 
novelty. In the vicinity of Touro Park were to be seen immenae 
numbers of country people, while near by were caniagea occupied 
by brilliantiy dressed ladies, aU eagerly waiting for the appearance of 
the wheehnen. Meanwhile the machines had all been ridden from the 
hotel to the starting point, in Kay Street, near Ayrault, where, under 
command of Captain Hodges, they were drawn up in a long Une by 
the curbstone, with their heads pointing toward the middle of the 
street. Soon after two o'dock, the hour designated for the start, line 
was formed and the parade began. If the hundred odd wheels drawn 
up along the ride of the street presented a fine appearance, it 



waa not to be compared to the long line of uniformed men who 
moved dowly along Bellevue Avenue on their huge noiBdess wheels 
of bright sted or still brighter nickel The eorUgt was led by 
Mr. C. E. Hodges, of Boston, accompanied by Mr. Neilaon Howard, 
of Newport, who acted aa guide, and the following aids : — ^Frank W, 
Hinman, of Newhaven ; L. Lippitt,of Providence; Hugh Willoughby, 
of Saratoga; C. K. Munroe, of New York, and C. J. Koop, of Brooklyn. 
The firat dub in the line waa the New York, in soldierly-looking grey 
auita and riding in beautiful atyle. Then came the Boston boya in 
brown, and the Maaaadiuaetta Club in grey. The Providence Club made 
a brilliant appearance in their white auita. The graceful Manhattans 
wore a qtuet uniform of blue, with black braid. The red atoddngs of 
the Yonkera boya were greatiy admired, as were the picturesque whed- 
men of the Crescent Club. The route waa along Bellevue Avenue to 
the boat-houae, where the party waa photographed, and thence back 
to the New Caaino, in front of which an exhibition drill waa given by 
the New York Club. After this a abort apin through aome of the 
prindpal atreeta waa enjoyed alike by ridera and apeotatoTB, and at 
five o*dock the whedmen dismounted at their hotel, in time for the 
bicycling dinner, which was served half an hour later, and at which 
speeches were made and a song indulged in. Moat of the riden left 
town for their respective homes this evening, and Newpert has again 
assumed its wonted aspect 



L.B.O. DRAMATIC SOCIETY. 

At a Committee Meeting held on the 25th June, twenty- 
one new members were elected, bringing the total number 
of the Society up to thirty-six. 

It was decided that a General Meeting be held at 108, 
Fenchurch Street, on Wednesday, 7th July, at 6 p.m., to 
confirm previous minutes (which embody the Rules of the 
Society) and to elect Committee and Officers for the 
ensuing season. 

It is particularly requested that all members will make a 
point of being present, and will be ready with suggestions 
as to pieces to be played and the parts they would be 
willing to take in such pieces. 

Fbed. W. Mobbis, Hon. Sec. 



CLUB HANDICAP. 

A One Mile Handicap, open only to members of the 
London Bicycle Club, will be held at Surbiton on Thursday, 
22nd July. Three prizes—- 1st, yalue £B ; 2nd, value £2 ; 
3rd, value £l. Entrance fee, 2s. Racing to commence at 
6.45. Handicappers, the Race Committee. Entries should 
be sent to me on or before Saturday, July 17th. 

Hebbebt R. Botob, Hon Sec. 

35, Warrington Orescent, W., 29th June, 1880. 



ANNUAL RACE MEETING. 

I shall be much obliged if those members who have not 
yet done so will kindly return to me their unused ticketei, 
with payment for those used, without delay. 

Hebbebt R. Botce, Hon. Sec. 

35, Warrington Crescent, W., 29th June, 1880. 
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FIXTURES FOR CLUB MEETS. 



Date. 



N.B. 



N.W. 



W. 



S.W. 



Croydon DiYiaioB. 



8.E. 
BUdEhmth IHTiBion. 






8.80 Lea Bridge 
BoAd,8.45Syboni*8 
Comer, for Ongar. 



8.45 "Jack Straw's 
CasUe," for Digs- 
weUHilL 



8.15 Acton Chnrch, 
for Chalfont St 
PeterB. 



4.10 Lion Gate, 
Hampton Court, 
for Chobham. 



4.15 Central Croy- 
don Station for 
Ptirley Downs for 
Oodstone. Photo- 
gr^>hioMe6t. 



8.80 Old Lewiaham 
Cbnroh for Parley 
Downs and Grod- 
stone. Pbotographio 
Meet. 



S.E. DiBTBiCT, Croydon Division, July 10, 4.10 p.m., for Riverhead. Meet Blackheath Division at Look's Bottom at 5 p.m. 
„ Blackheath Division, Jnly 10, 4 p.m., for Riverhead. Meet Croydon Division at Look's Bottom at 5 p.m. 



N.E. DISTRICT MEETING. 
A meeting of considerable importance was held on Wed- 
nesday, the 23rd of June, in the N.E., of which we think 
it well to give a somewhat detailed account, as being the 
first held in accordance with Rule 26, which some members 
may remember was a rule inserted somewhat hurriedly at 
the General Meeting, for which reason there are no rules 
regulating the proceedings at such a meeting. The pro- 
ceedings at this meeting may, therefore, we presume, be 
looked upon as a precedent for future ones, especially as 
the Captain of the Club was chairman. 

The meeting was, by kind permission of Jolly, held 
at Branthwaite House, Clapton, at seven o'clock, and 
Theo. Godlee was voted to the chair. The proceedings 
opened by the letter of resignation and the notice sum- 
moning the meeting being taken as read, and the chairman 
then explained the various difficulties as to procedure and 
the importance of the meeting, and announced that he had 
a letter from C. Child nominating F. Jolly for the vacant 
post. On further nominations being called for, F. Jolly, 
though willing to stand, nominated Ernest Barrett, who it 
was understood was also willing to act. No further nomi- 
nation being forthcoming, after some* discussion the voting 
was proceeded with by ballot, the chairman reserving his 
right, under Rule 24, to a casting vote if necessary ; but 
upon examining the voting papers Ernest Barrett was 
declared duly elected. 

Jolly then moved, and Lyne seconded, a cordial vote of 
thanks to the retiring District Captain, F. Godlee (who 
has held that post for more than three years), which was 
unanimously agreed to. 

Gibbs then proposed, and Long seconded, a vote of 
thanks to Alfred Fowler for his services as Deputy District 
Captain in F. Godlee's absence during the current year, 
which was also unanimously carried. 
A vote of thanks to the chair closed the proceedings. 



SATURDAY RUNS. 

N.E. DlSTEICTP. 

The remarks at the N.E. meet on Saturday were, for 
obvious reasons, few, but the feelings of the solitary mem- 
ber who reached Sybom's Comer will be better imagined 
than described, especially by various and sundry S.E. men 



who know of the strong counter-attraction of an East 
Grinstead run, which had all. but prevailed on that lonely 
one. Even the first and latest creation of Rule 26 was 
looked for in vain. Was it the rain in the City, or the 
bare possibility of a thunderstorm ; or, if not, what was it 
that had frightened everyone ? The afternoon was fine, if 
sultry ; the roads in parts quite dry ; and the run, every N.E. 
man must know, one of the prettiest on record, but no one 
came. At first the prospects of a dash at East Grinstead, 
after all, was contemplated, then the district adjourned to 
the District Captain's abode, but only to find it vacant ; 
then, lastly, a wanton desire to pay them all out by scoring 
two attendances prevailed, and the solitary rider turned his 
steerage in the direction of Navestock. To say the roads 
were perfect would be untrue, but short of that there was 
a good deal to be said for them, and in parts they compared 
favourably with Stamford Bridge the previous week. Details 
of the Chigwell and Abridge road are not needed, only let 
it be stated that the Navestock lanes were at their best, 
which is a very good best, both for surface and picturesque- 
ness. Leytonstone was lefl about 4.45, and the published 
destination reached at 6.15, and left at 6.20 by the same 
route. Whip's Cross being safely compassed with only one 
trifling shower by 7.45. Present : Thbo. Godleb. 



N.W. DiSTRior. 
June 26th. — ^Little has to be said about last Saturday's 
doings, and that little is sad. The District Captain on 
reaching the meeting-place found only Hill waiting,; albeit 
two other members were there in plain clothes to grin at 
the riders. During a lull in the storm of thunder and 
lightning and rain, which had been raging for the last three 
hours, the two got as far as Temple Fortune, and then a heavy 
downpour made them rush for the top of Colin Deep Lane^ 
near which Williams, as expected, was found sheltering under 
an archway. When the weather permitted they proceeded, 
but only got to St. Lawrence beyond Edgware, when the 
storm, commencing anew, compelled them to beat a retreat. 
By this time the three were convinced that it was useless 
to attempt to proceed much further if they wished to 
return before Sunday morning, a cabinet council was 
therefore held, and the run altered to Stanmore. In a 
moist condition our riders reached the " Abercom Arms," 
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and after a rery poor and dear tea (28.), started off again 
at quarter to eight, and, parting from Williams at Hendon, 
arrired home very wet soon after nine. Distance, 9| and 
8f miles ; total, 18 miles. Present : Hill, W. J. Williams, 
and No&MAH B. Mobbis, District G^>tain. 

NoncB. — ^EvnriNa Buvs. — EBiort mns erery Wednesday 
erening dnring Jnly, starting firom the Heath at seren 
o'clock punctually ; route to he decided by those present. 
Saturday, July Srd, Digswell Hill, by Bamet and Hatfield. 

N.B.M. 



S.W. Dnrraicr. 



June 26th. — This district was yisited by heavy thunder- 
showers on Saturday afternoon. Up to 415 it looked like 
a " blank " day ; but then a second member appeared, who, 
however, desired only to ride as £ur as Walton. Some 
minutes l&tef a third man turned up, who agreed there was 
little chance of carrying out the run (fixed for Sunningdale) 
under Any reasonable conditiona — ^Walton was therefore 
adopted. While crossing Bushey Park wateiproofr were 
in sudden request, and when we rode past the domicile of 
our Moulsey member, during a delicious downpour, it was 
not surprising that he exhibited no great anxiety to join 
us ; but we soon reached a better climate, and at West 
Moulsey found the roads in fair going order. The outlo9k 
to the westward, however, was threatemng, and all seemed 
contented to cultivate an acquaintance with the beauties 
(chiefly natural) of Walton. Tea at the '' Swan." The 
trio returned by same route to Hampton Court, which was 
then just emerging firom a further deluge. Present : B. 
M. Gruggen, A. Henry, and H. Jennings. 



S.E. District. — Gboydon Divisiov. 
At the usual starting time on Saturday, the prospects of 
there being any run at all to East Grinstead looked very 
gloomy. Only one member was at Central Croydon, and 
his heart was sad within him while he watched the rain 
fiUling in torrents. However, all mortal things come to 
an end in time, and in half an hour the rain ceased. 
A. 0. Tylor, regardless of Jupiter Pluvius, had ridden up 
in the interval, nobly determined to save the S.E. firom the 
disgrace of the fixture being a blank. The two members 
started at five p.m., having previously affixed a notice on the 
board ; they found the roads very wet as far as the North 
Downs, but at Godstone they were quite dry. Here Cazenove 
was waiting, and the trio rode in company to East Grin- 
stead, where they were greeted by Rucker and The O'Reilly, 
who had ridden up from Brighton. Wyndham had left on 
the return journey to Reigate a short time previously. 
After a cold bath and change of clothes, the five sat down 
to the usual capital tea provided at the " Railway Hotel" 
After tea the time was spent in lawn tennis on the new 
ground, and music ; the piano being played by our late 



C^itain. A hope was eqnreswd that ''Slow Coach** would 
attend the next Chb run to this popular resort, as, though 
he had evidently spent his time very profitably on his visit, 
he had not aeoi half the beauties of the place, notably 
IGUs' RockB, Brambletye Castle, Cook's Pond, cum muUis 
oKis. Present : Caienove, The O'Reilly, Rucker, Tylor, 
Wyndham, and F. M. Willuies, Dist Capt. 

Blackhxath DivmoH. 
June 26th. The Deputy District Captain, being alone at 
the starting-point, unanimously resolved to change the run 
to Eeston, as Godstone appeared on the cards for two 
consecutive Saturdays. Owing to the curiously local 
character of the recent storms, Eeston and Hayes were 
found deep in mud, whilst BicUey and Chislehurst were 
extremely dusty. Present : Stephen Smith. 

Photogiulphic Mebt. 
The Blaokheath Division will leave Old Lewisham Church 
at 3.30 p.m., and join the Croydon men at Central Croy- 
don about 415 p.m. The two divisions will then ride to 
the Purley Downs (leaving the Brighton Road at ''Goodes"), 
where th^ will be photo'd by A. P. Trotter. After the 
entertainment^ the members will tea at the "Clayton 
Arms," Godstone, where there is a piano. 

P. M. WiLLiAJCs, Dist Gapt. 

S.W. AHD W. DiBTMora 
June 26. Owing, no doubt, to the stormy weather that 
prevailed in town^ the runs of these disbricts were but 
poorly attended. One member left Weston Oreen at 5.20 
and gave chase to the S.W. District, who were supposed to 
be ahead Riding rapidly through Hersham, Weybridge, 
Chertsey, and Virginia Water, Sunningdale was reached at 
6.50, but the S.W. was only conspicuous by its absence. 
Not caring to tea^ 8olu$, the solitarjr member who now re- 
presented the majesty of the S.W. District^ thought he 
would have an inter-district meet with the W., who were 
supposed to be at Horsell, so thither the district wended its 
way. After riding in close order over the Ridges, and 
through Chobham, some' exploration was needed to find the 
retired village. Sighting the church steeple, a correct 
course was steered to its usual accompaniment, the village 
pub. But, alas, all was silence — ^no answer came to the 
fiimiliar whistla All inquiries being equally unsatisfactory, 
there was no alternative but to embody both districts in 
the person of the solitary rider. The two districts, after 
firatemising with each oUier over some mild refreshment, 
made tracks for Woking and Ripley, and firom the latter 
place proceeded home by direct road. Weather dry, roads 
very good, the rain not having extended beyond Bsher. 
Present : A. R Buckler, of the N.W. 

Shall be glad to hear of anyone going westward in July. 
J. F. Maeohaitp. 
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A SUSSEX BUN. 

One Satturday a friend and self started from near the 
Giystal Palace for an easy run to Brighton. The road via 
Crawley is too well known to need repetition, and with the ex- 
ception of an 'Arry on a wheel forcing himself on our company 
for a mile or two, the run was without any incident worth 
recording. The said 'Arry was subsequently left enjoying a 
compound which savoured of gin and Mer. Bathing and 
visiting friends was the order of the following day. Monday 
morning we started along the Lewes road — ^in splendid con- 
dition — ^and being cautious riders, missed the steep hill in 
Lewes by turning to the ^ft and then to the right some 
way down, which brings you into the main road again> 
below the hill. Here a halt was made to tie in two $pokes 
(hollow) which had drawn out of my friend's machine. 
Soon afterwards we saw a tricyclist being pushed up a hill 
by a small boy; we rode the hill without an auxiliary, 
caught up the three wheeler, and rattled him along at 
about twelve miles an hour, we left him — seemingly tepid — 
at a turning to Seaford. The best way to St. Leonards 
bom Lewes is through Ninfield and Battle, and then down 
to the coast ; but being of an explorative turn of mind we 
dodged among some bye roads to Eastbourne. Near a 
place called Berwick a team of three horses in a long 
country wagon bolted c^fier (luckily) we had passed them — 
great abuse of chorus of wagoners drinking small beer. 
We lunched at Eastbourne, and then had a very dusty 
ride to Pevensey — 6ne old ruined castle here, well worthy of 
a dismount. A few miles on, instead of taking the left-hand 
road which leads to Hove, we took the right, and soon found 
ourselves on the beach. It is unnecessary to add that we 
bathed, and then had to walk for about half a mile over 
the pebbles, till at last a small lane appeared which leads 
to BexhilL Near the latter place my spring broke under 
the united strain of a heavy " multum " and a bad road ; 
with the aid of a pair of riding-gloves and some string 
it was repaired, it luckily being a "Humber" spring, 
working on a shackle in front. A fair road fix>m Bexhill to 
Hastings, but in bad weather I should think it must be 
a grind to ride along it. The next morning we left 
St. Leonards, riding via Bobertsbridge — bad hill near 
here — ^and Hurst Green. A mile further on we turned 
to the left, and had a hilly road through Ticehurst, 
Wadhurst, and Frant, to Tunbridge Wells ; but the 
beautiful scenery and good surface made up for the 
steepness of the hills, which were nearly all rideable. 
We lunched with some friends at the Wells, and then 
proceeded through Southborough — ^where it began to rain 
and continued to do so all the rest of our run — ^and 
Tunbridge, where a man (very screwed) in a pony-cart 
raced against us, and at the same time entertained us with 
some choice sentiments regarding 'cyling in general, and 
us in particular ; eventually a ^'pub " deprived us of his 
(doubtful) company. Needless to say, we walked up 



River Hill, but did not find Madamscourt Hill to be so 
very much of a grind. Strawberries are to be obtained in 
abundance at the top by applying at the inn. A very good 
road until Bromley, where it was very greasy. We turned 
to the left at Southend Pond, and arrived at our destination 
covered with mud and wet through. Without counting 
the time spent at Tunbridge Wells, we were just seven 
hours doing the distance from St. Leonards, riding in a 
casual sort of way, imagining that we were riding for our 
own pleasure and not racing against the venerable party 
with the rasor and egg-boiler. X. 



BICYCLE UNION CHAMPIONSHIPS. 

The One Mile and Five Mile Races for above were decided 
at Stamford Bridge Orounds on Thursday, 24th inst. For 
the former event there were nine entries, H. Osborne bebg 
the only absentee. 

One Mile. 

Heat 1 : C. E. Liles, Temple, 1 ; W. T. Thorn, Jun.» 
London, 2 ; J. F. Griffith, Surrey, 8. Griffith went off with 
the lead and cut out a rare pace for the first lap ; in the 
second he was passed by Liles and Thorn, between whom a 
splendid race ensued. In the last thirty yards Liles shot 
out and won by two yards. Time, 2 min. 541 sec. 

Heat 2 : S. Kemp, Pickwick, 1 ; W. L. Ainslie, Dark 
Blue, 2 ; H. Osborne, Surrey, absent For the first 200 
yards this was a slow race, both objecting to lead ; then 
Ainslie went off very fast, Eemp dodging his hind wheel 
until coming into the winning straight, when he shot past 
with a tremendous spurt, and Ainslie at once eased. Time, 
3 min. 51 sec. 

Heat 3 : H. L. Gortis, Wanderers, 1 ; J. R. Hamilton, 
Druids, 2 ; G. L. Hillier, Stanley, 3. Gortis rushed off 
with the lead; in the second lap Hillier took first place, but 
again gave way to Gortis, who retained the lead to the finish 
although hard pressed by Hamilton, who was only beaten 
by half a yard, Hillier close up. Time, 2 min. 581 sec. 

Final Heat : G. E. Liles, Temple, 1 ; S. Eemp, Pickwick, 
2 ; H. L. Gortis, Wanderers, 3. Gortis took the lead, 
closely followed by Liles and Eemp, but could never get 
away. Coming into the straight for last time Liles closed 
up, and a ding-dong finish resulted, Eemp coming with a 
rush on the outside. Liles crossed the tape first by a bare 
half-yacd, and Eemp got second on the post by a few 
inches. Time, 2 min. 55t sec. 

FivB Miles. 

H. L. Gortis, 1 ; J. R. Hamilton, 2 ; G. E. Liles, 3 ; 
W. T. Thorn, ; A. P. Shaw, ; M. J. B. Dundas, ; 
J. F. Griffith, ; W. Wyndham, ; L. Hillier, ; W. L. 
Ainslie, 0. This was about the finest race ever seen. 
Thorn led at a mile, Gortis at two miles ; in the third mile 
Ainslie led the field by a fine spurt, but was repassed by 
Gortis ; again, in the last lap of the fourth mile, did Ainslie 
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go the front. Two laps from home Gortis got the lead, 
which he just kept to the finish, winning by a yard, same 
between second and third ; Shaw and Thorn close up, in 
fact the latter came so fast at the last comer that, had 
there been room to get through, there might have been 
one Championship in the L.B.C. this year. Time, 15 min. 
10* sec. .^^^^^^^.^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

A FAIR STRATAGEM. 

(A HiLAirOHOLT HiBTOBT, FOUVDED ON FaCT). 

PabtII. 
FoU half a More of Bommer days have been Time's sharp scythe 

mown by ; 
Or, dropping poets' metaphor, abont a fortnight's flown by ; 
Bince when, at dusk, Brown's smoking-den we entered nninyited. 
And saw his face, erstwhile so black, by some new project lighted. 

What wu that project ? Reader, dear, put on your cap of darkness, 
And we will soon disoover what the plan of this young spark is. 
Beady t Hey, presto ! We're away 1 We shall not find the job long. 
One moment!— And we're present at the races at the " Oblong." 

A motley throng is gathered there from near and distant places. 
Oh ! what a crowd of young and old, of plain and handsome faoes | 
Tory's event is one that stirs both 'cyclists and outsiders — 
Jack Blunt, the leading Pro., against the amateur crack riders. 

The " Gate," of course, is something huge, the crushing, too, is horrid, 
And 'mid that surging eager mass tiie atmosphere is torrid. 
Ever as wean the time away, the saueedng is augmented ; 
No wonder ! For the " Prts$ " to-day is largely represented. 

The race begins : bright eyes grow eager, handkerchiefs are shaken ; 
And as the shades of even fall, the oddt are loudly taken. 
The pro. has troops of compeers there, who stop tbeir orange-eating 
FuU many times to " cheer old Jack, and slang the swells he's beating! " 

** Beating! " my friends ? Nay, 'tis not true, you know as weU as any ; 
And saying so, you add one more to sins already many. 
'' Jack ' dashes thro* his men in style and merits praise in plenty. 
But there are two he'U hever reach— not though he rode like twenty ! 

In vain he spurts, and sports again, and strains each nerve and musde 
To catch the leaders who, far off, for first position tussle ; 
The distance 'twixt himself and them poor ** Jack " can not diminish, 
And neck-and-neck they ride the race, and neck-and-neck they finish ! 

With shouts the much-excited crowd press round the dressing sanctum) 
Altho', to make themselves more scarce, our heroes would have 

thanked 'em. 
** Well done, old White I " and " Bravo, Brown ! "—thus are the lions 

greeted. 
And then, when iKey are gone, 'tis time to cheer the poor defeated. 

When hid within the dressing-room, from vulgar gaze defended, 
Brown turned upon his sometime foe, and said, with palm extended : 
'* Old man ! it's time that you and I should drop our feuds and quarrels ; 
Let friendship's ivy-leaves henceforward twine among our laurels I " 

And White, who ne'er had nursed his wrath so much as had his sore foe, 
Responded very much in kind — ^perhaps a little more so ; 
And as they grasped each others' hands, and showed their dazzling dentals, 
A pretty picture they'd have made, I think-ndon't you, good gentles ? 

When out to view at length they come, the Public sees with wonder 
A smile on either hero's face, instead of scowls like thunder ; 
Brown puts his arm through that of White, as if he were his brother. 
And rumour flies : " The two ecratch men no longer euA each other 1 " 

Before they part, that fatal night, Brown gives an invitation 
That White next week shall, visit his paternal habitation ; 
" I hope youll come, deto boy," says he, ** that is if you have leisure." 
His wretched dupe makes answer thus^ *' Old man ! Fm tiiere with 
pleasure.*' 

Ah ! foolish wight ! or, foolish White ! Howe'er you choose to spell it. 
Your overthrow is looming near — that I should live to tell it ! 
Befuse ! refuse I say you're " engaged." Say you " retire too early." 
Say you're ^ too shy for visiting." Say anything that's surly ! 

No ! no ! He will not listen ; all advice is unavailing. 
Useless all eloquence on him, useless and unprevallin^. 
Go, then I Your doom awaits you— go I in blind and dogged fashion, 
And when you're wrecked, don't come to me and ask for my com- 
passion. 



STRAY NOTES. 

A Lawn Teimis Court has been recently added to the 

attractions at £. 0. 

• ••••• 

Mr. Sopper certainly has his heart in it Among the 
many who sympathised with Mr. Cords when he lost the 
Mile Championship Race at Stamford Bridge, no one 

seemed so thoroughly mortified as his inseparable friend. 

• ••••• 

A fragment overheard at our Eace Meeting (I could 
not catch the whole of it) by a sister: "Why, he looks 
quite an old man ; does he think he is going to win ? " — 
To whom an indignant member: '' Shhh ! That's the great 

man who won the ." Sister, greatly excited : " Oh, i$ 

it, what a dear man ; do introduce me at once." Which 

was accordingly done. Happy " great man." 

• ••••• 

A correspondent kindly allays my curiosity concerning 
"The Coming Race" by the following: " A twenty miles 
race was arranged, on the proposal of the C.n.Bi.C., to take 
place at Surbiton in the beginning of June, so long ago as 
March 1st ; almost immediately afterwards Cortis had work 
provided for him at Quy's, which rendered it impossible for 
him to give the time to training he should wish. The 
match at that time was therefore abandoned^ and as 
Falconer has gone abroad till September, the match has 
necessarily been postponed for some time. It is, however, 
definitely understood that the two men will meet in October, 
very possibly at the C.U.Bi.C. race meeting — ^for one or more 
races, and Cooper and Keen may possibly be asked to join in. 

Above facts are official, so far as C.n.BLC. is concerned." 

• •«••• 

My phrenological bumps include one which causes me a 
great deal of trouble. Now it makes me want to know all 
about " Bevenous a nou8 moufons," The devil at No. 35 
must have amused himself last week with 0. A.'s MS., or 
as is more probable with the printer's type. " JBewnous*' 
may have some meaning, " mus numions" can only stand 
for we sheepj which surely does not represent 0. A.'8 
opinion of himself and friends. Again, will some one who 
understands these things tell me all about "Cycloides?" — 
a very pretty word which appeared in our last issue. It 
has a Grecian twang, though grammars and lexicons fail 
to provide it with a nom. singular. From a Latin root a 
learned commentator last year provided us with "Bicyclua" 

What is the scientific name for a wheelman ? 

• *•••• 

Rucker rode up Muswell Hill twice in one evening last 

week on a "Devon" Tri He failed in attempting it on a BL 

• ••*•• 

The Treasurer writes from Shanghai that he saw a 
glorious sight the other day. A well-dressed Chinaman, 
such as we never see here (he had bright yellow damask 
trousers tied with strings round the ankles, and a light-blue 
cotton coat or frock), was mounted on a bone-shaker, and, 
the sun being hot, to save his complexion he £fported an 
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umbrella. He was riding in good form and holding the 

handle and umbrella in his right hand. 

• ••••• 

He also tells of one Price, of H.M. dispatch boat 
" Vigilant/' who had his bicycle there and " rather shocked 
the ponies/' which are the best sort of racehorses they 



We notice that J. G. Fowler, who nsed to be so 
prominent a feature at N.R meets, has been running very 
close for the lawn tennis championship of Essex, being in 

the last round but one. 

• ••*••' 

Where is Rusticns ? Has he given up riding, or why do 

we hear so little of him now ? 

• *•••* 

On the 22nd, W. R. Sewell won the ten lengths handicap 

of the Otter 8.C. 

• ••••• 

Merit is certainly appreciated in the N.E. They have 
stuck to one district captain for three years and a hdf, and 
now for a change hark back to his predecessor to succeed 
him. L'hohhb qui bit. 

A patent gun-cotton bicycling collar, warranted to wear 
for six months without the aid of the washerwoman, is a 
cheap luxury. When the landlady mistakes it for a penny 
paper one, the explosion that ensues on consigning it to the 
kitchen fire is apt to prove dangerous to the dinner. 



EXCHANGE LIST. 



58-in. "Stassen," eccentric brake, etc., in perfect con- 
dition. £B. — Ernest Barrett, 8, Hainault Terrace, Hainault 
Road, Levtonstone. 

For Sale. — 62-inch " Grout," in good condition. Half- 
bright, roller bearings, brake, etc. Price onlv six guineas. 
A bargain. — K Faxon, 15, Stavordale Road, Highbury. 

Wanted.— A good hub-lamp, cheap. — ^E. F., 15, Stavor- 
dale Road, Highbury. 

For Sale. — 53-in. " Club" in perfect condition, forks and 
backbone bright, rest nickel, 24-in. handle-bar. Frice £ll. 
Can be seen in town on application to A. K Buckler, 
Weston Cottage, Weston Green, Thames Bitton. 

For Sale.— 54.in. " City," by W. 0. Aves ; as good as 
new^ has only been ridden 300 miles; nutted spokes: 
hollow forks and wide handle-baiv- making a strong ana 
rigid steerinc ; grip lever brake ; " Fickwick" bearings to 
both wheels (for description of the bearings see Gazettb, 
Vol H., No. 20, p. 144). Can be seen and tried at the 
City Bicycle Works, 46, Barbican, E.C. Frice JCl2 ; cost 
£17 lOs.— C. Y. Lyne, 62, aissold Road, Stoke Newington. 

For Sale.— 66-in. "Humber " Racer ; not had a season's 
wear. May be seen at Stamford Bridge. Frice £11. — 
H. H. Crawley, University College, Gower Street. 

RACING FIXTURES. 
July 3rd.— Civil Service B.C. Race Meeting, Stamford 

Bridge. 
July 8rd. — Bristol and Western Counties Bicycle Meet 

and Races, Zoological Gardens, Clifton. 
July 8th. — ^Bicycle Union Championship Race Meeting, 

Fif^ Miles, Stamfora Bridge. 



We are indebted for the following to J. Conyers Eeynes, 
who writes from Wimbome :— " Foole Bicycle Club, Cricket 
Field, Foole, about three minutes' walk from Railway 
Station. Opening of the New Cinder Track and Ghreat 
Bicycle Meet, Frocession and Races, will take place on 
Wednesday, July 7th, 1880, to commence at 3 p.m. Open 
to Amateurs only. Fresident: Lord Wimbome. Vice- 
Fresidents : Rev. J. L. Williams, A. Balston, Esq., R. E. 
Walmesley, Esq. Honorary Surgeon : H. A. Lawton, Esq. ; 
Judge : Rev. J? L. Williams ; Handicappers : Messrs. R. jB. 
Walmesley and A. W. Street ; Starter : Captain W. Stone ; 
Timekeeper : G. Wanhill, Esq. Committee of Management : 
Mr. J. W. Hansford (Captain), Mr. J. A. J. Keynes (Sub- 
Captain). Mr. F. B. White (Treasurer), Mr. A. W. Street, 
Mr. F. J. Street, Mr. W. Waterman, Mr. E. H. MUes, 
Mr. W. J. Burden, Mr. H. Keene. A first-class military 
band will be in attendance. Admi^on to Field, 6d. ; to 
Railed Enclosure Is. extra. Competitors and Bicyclists in 
uniform Free. Charles W. White, Hon. Sec. F.B.C." 



ELECTIONS. 



To the Editor qftU London Bicycle Club Gazette. 

Some time ago I ventured to make a sufi^estion which, I 
must admit, was very favourably receiveoTbut I suppose 
tiie Committee did not care to act upon it, for the selection 
of officers bv means of a few simple examination papers, the 
skeletons of which I was bold enough to lay before tne Club. 
The elections came and went, and nothing was done. Of 
course it rested with the Committee to act, and the 
additional labour would have been considerabla My 
present suggestion, however, will require no such initiation 
— if it is l^t unheeded it will be individual members' faults ; 
and I cannot hdp feeling that it should meet with the ardent 
support of the Editor, to whom it means copious copy at a 
time when riding is rare, and when he, owing to the t^hnical 
nature of bis paper, as well as the season of the year, is 
debarred from the kindly gooseberry or the retiring fro^, 
which are the help and mainstay of other periodicals in their 
idle moments. The present may seem a strange time of year 
to be speaking of elections, perhaps ; if it does, I appeal to 
the N.E. District, who have just chosen a new District 
Captain, and to the fact that our runs and minds have been 
disturbed so recently by the election, all over the country, 
of our representatives in another place. 

What 1 propose, then, is this — ^let candidates for office 
foUow the example set us elsewhere, and issue addresses to 
their constituents. All hustings speeches at the geneiul 
meeting are discouraged, because in the first place it might 
cause unpleasantness, and in the next, our meeting would 
be prolonged so far into the following morning; but 
addresses I only think how a would-be Captain would 
announce himself to the Club : — 

" Gentlemen, — It is with £[reat reluctance, and at the 
request of a large and influential section of the Club, that I 
have thought it my duty to place myseU in nomination for 
the post of Captain at the ensuing election. I shall 
endeavour, if elected, to introduce the custom of race 
meetings on alternate Saturdays throughout the summer, a 
fine of ten shillings being paid by each member who does 
not ride in two out of every three races. I shall propose to 
give an unlimited number of Bath Medals, and reduce the 
time to nine hours, the race never to be run unless there is 
a west wind, and then only at the discretion of the Captain. 
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I trnst the Committee will, under my guidancei see their 
way to abolish the Oazbttb, and devote the money thus 
saved, either in whole or in part, to the purchase of a racing 
track, and that thus our Club, whose reputation has been 
draggled in the mire by the present executive, may advance 
once more to victory and glory, and to a position of 
ascendancy in the Metropolis of Bic]^cling. — I have, etc." 

His opponent might reply, setting out his views as 
including the total abolition of all but one single race 
meeting, the reauction of prizes to the smallest possible 
extent. He would probably ''quite concur in the view of 
his opponent as to Bath Meaals, except that tbe time should 
be increased to twelve hours, and the Captain have absolute 
discretion as to starting the Trial" As regards the 
Gazettb, it would of course be continued, but " it would, 
perhaps, be as well to exclude tiie copious accounts of races 
which now crowd its pages." 

And of course there would be the Captain for the time 
being, who might follow the example m the members for 
Birmingham, in this style : — 

'' Gentlemen, — In offering myself for re-election, I feel it 
quite unnecessary to say anjrthmff to -you about my views, 
as you are well acquainted with them. It may be that the 
Committee have not done exactlv as you wished, but I am 
quite sure that /have done my duty. I trust, for your own 
sakes, you will do yourselves Jhe honour of re-electing me 
to the position I now hold. — ^Yours, etc." 

This will serve to show my meaning ; of course members 
can frame to taste a precedent for similar epistles. A 
District Captain, say, as there is generally a contest, would 
confine himself to smaller details : — 

" Gentlemen, — In offering myself as a candidate for the 
important post of District Captain of this, the most 
influential and distinguished District in the Club, I think 
it right to say that I shaU, if elected, endeavour to devote 
my whole time to the jprosecution of your interests. I shall 
absolutely decline to involve the District in any joint or 

Seneral meets, and shall endeavour to promote the intro- 
uction of a much more extended Club uniform. I propose 
to give a general but independent support to the policy 
advocated by Mr. Blank in his address already issued.—! 
have, etc." 

Or, if the contested post was that of Treasurer, the 
candidate might proceed after this manner : — 

"Gentiemen, — I should not have ventured to propose 
myself as a future Treasurer of your Club, were it not for 
the hopeless imbecility and incapacity shown by the present 
holder of that office. It must be plain that the higher 
branches of mathematics, by an intimate acquaintance with 
which alone can a truly artistic balance sheet be arrived 
at, are a sealed book to him. My own midthod, which is 
in fact very simple, as all great ideas should be, can be 
explamed to any member of ordinary intelligence on his 
caUing upon me at a convenient hour in the day." 

But that is a fancy sketch. Who would venture to 
oppose a sitting Treasurer ? Just picture the result if he 
lost, for if there is one man I am afraid of it is '* The 
Treasurer," and one can easily sketch out the short but 
trenchant reply : — 

" Gentlemen, — ^You may possibly have taken the trouble 
to read the ridiculous effusion of Mr. Spheroid. I have 
only to say that, if a balance sheet invariably correct and 
unimpeacnable, and a balance alw^s in hand when the 
New Year comes round, are not a sufficient recommendation 
to myself^ I trust you will exercise your discretion by the 



election of a gentlemen who, after sup letters £rom myself, 
rehtctantbf paid hid subscription on the 29th of November, 
and will appreciate his sincere deaire for the good of the 
Club. — Yours obediently, etc." 

And so I might contmue till the Editor would be aUe 
to Ikht his fire for a week from my manuscript, for then 
would of course follow the thanks of victorious and defeated 
candidates, and the other adjuncts of a contested election. 
Perhaps even the Treasurer's good wishes might be gained 
if I suggested a system of paying advertisements. Suppose 
a page or two wa^ filled with, '' Blank for Treasurer- 
Economy and clear accounts;" ''Vote for Snooks and 
ascendancy ; " and so on. This plan also I submit to those 
great minds who have been, are, or intend to be our mien, 
with great deference, and subscribe myself as before,' 

GOETHS. 

THE BATH ROAD TRIAL. 
To th4 Editor qf the London Bicyde Club Oazeite. 

Sm, — Merely a suggestion about the above race. Sup- 
pose we start from fii^ miles this side of the entrance gates 
to Savemake Forest, somewhere about Slough, taking the 
Bath Road to Savemake and back. By this we run 
100 miles. Start from near home, finish near home, avoid 
Box and Marlbro' Hills, and do^ our enemy the wind for 
at any rate fifty miles of the journey. "We gain a more 
level course even than now, and doubtless should gain 
more entries yearly, while a goodly number of Club men 
would witness the start, and those posted en route would 
see the race pass twice, whilst the times could be well kept 
for the fifty miles at Savemake. I leave this suggestion m 
the hands of the more experienced of our Club, and remain, 
sir, faithfully yours, 

June 26, 1880. Irish CHAiLBiraE. 

LEITH HILL. 
To the Editor qfthe London Bicyde Club Gazette. 

Sm, — ^The account of " Pann's " trip in last week's issue 
leads one to suppose that the top of Leith Hill cannot be 
reached on the cycle, whereas four of our members success- 
fully negotiated this hill last month. If Panns had taken 
the road on the right, about half wav through the fir 
plantation, by afterwards bearing to the left he would have 
found this route perfectly rideable ; it comes out at the 
foot of the mound upon which the tower stands. At this 
point is a gate maiked '* private ; " through here is a read' 
leading straight into Dorking, passing Coldharbour. — Tours 
faithfully, Alfbbd Hkh&t. 

Weston Green. 

CoBBiGEKDA. — ^In last number of the Gazette, p. 117 
(East Grinstead), for "Ely" put KG., for "Hem^' put 
Heva.— Slow-Coaoh. 

NOTICE TO C0KBESP0NDENT8. 
AU oontiibntions mtut be AddreaBod to " The Editor, Ii.B.G. Gasette, 
85, EMtoheap, £.0./' mod mmt bear the name of the author, though not 
necenarilj for insertion. They mtut be written on one side of the 
paper only, and, if immediate insertion is desired, must be reoeiTed not 
Lster than Wednesday morning. Messrs. Darling sapply portfolios in 
which nnbonnd oopies of the Gazbtte may be kept ; cost is ia. ; stamped 
on outside with the dab badge. There are still a few ooyers for 1878, 
and memben can be supplied with back nnmben of the Gauttb at the 
oost of Id. each. 

Patbbfamilias.— Next week. 
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The Committee are to be congratulated on their recent de- 
cision to offer further encouragement to the racing element 
in our Club. In the past we have been content to organise 
one, or perhaps two official handicaps during the summer. 
The present year, however, will witness a movement de- 
cidedly in the right direction. We have, in this season, 
already carried through, with considerable success, two 
official Race Meetings and also the Colony Handicap, pro- 
moted by the enterprise of a few members. Still the Com- 
mittee think, we hold very rightly, that more may yet be 
done, and the Club Handicap at Surbiton, on July 22nd, 
will afford many of our young members a chance, which 
they should appreciate, of testing their powers. It is at a 
quiet evening Race Meeting, such as will be held in this 
month and possibly again later on in the year, rather than in 
the more formal and pretentious events which are run before 
a critical crowd on a Saturday afternoon at Stamford Bridge, 
that many a likely novice makes his debut. To these 
last a paternal Committee should offer opportunity and 
encouragement, and we are glad to observe the growing 
desire evinced by our rulers to bring forward men who, in 
the future, may guard the laurels of the L.B.C. Time 
was, and we remember it well, when we told each other that 
ours was not "sk racing Club." We were a collection of 
bard riders — of good fellows^f anything you please, but 



emphatically ours was not a '^ racing dub.'' Even 
the expediency of holding an Annual Race Meeting 
was once called in question on Committee. But somehow 
a change came o'er the spirit of our dream, on finding that, 
while we were deprecating the cinder path, several of our men 
were winning renown and making their reputations in the 
racing world. Then it struck us that this was a grand thing 
for the young Club, and we began to see that The London 
should be pre-eminent in everything. The body of the 
Club — its backbone — ^is, and always will be, made up of the 
steady-going road men, the old fogies who love the wheel 
without the power or inclination to win triumphs on the 
Path. The ornamental parts of the L.B.C. — ^the blossoms 
on the tree— are represented by our flyers ; and it may be 
noticed that of late years the Committee has divided its 
favours pretty equally between the two classes. Since that 
time none can accuse us of starving our racing interest. 

There can be no doubt that much latent talent exists 
among us, and it may be hoped a cordial response will be 
made to the efforts to bring it to the fore, llie facilities 
at Surbiton are great. There the novice will find no trying 
comers, and being hard pressed may take the grass on 
either side without imperilling his neck. We look forward 
to hearing our racing Committee pray for relief by reason 
of stress of work on the 22nd instant 
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CLUB HANDICAP. 
A One Mile Handicap, open only to members of the 
London Bicycle Club, will be held at Surbitonon Thursday, 
22nd July. Three prizes— Ist, value £3 ; 2nd, value £2 ; 
3rd, value £i. Entrance fee, 2s. Racing to commence at 
6.45. Handicappers, the Race Committee. Entries should 
be sent to me on or before Saturday, July 17th. 

Herbert R. Boyce, Hon Sec. 

35, Warrington Crescent, W., 29th June, 1880. 



ANNUAL RACE MEETING. 

I shall be much obliged if those members who have not 
yet done so will kindly return to me their unused tickets, 
with payment for those used, without delay. 

Herbert R. Botce, Hon. Sec. 

35, Warrington Crescent, W., 29th June, 1880. 



NOTICE.— A STICKING "BEE." 
The Editor will be glad to hear from a few members who 
will kindly assist, in the course of a week or two, on some 
Thursday evening at the above. He hopes, with the aid of 
half a dozen men, to be able to attach the 300 Woodbury- 
types of the L.B.C. and C.XJ.BLC. competitors to as many 
copies of the Gazette in the course of two or three hours. 
If a few men will signify their readiness to stand by to lend 
a hand at No. 35 when the time comes, much delay and 
expense may be saved in the issue of our paper. The 
Editor would further remark parenthetically that a judi- 
cious use of the weed will be permitted, nay, encouraged, 
on the occasion. 



SATURDAY RUNS. 
N.E. District. 

July 3rd. — The unfortunate weather of last Saturday 
spoiled what is generally a pleasant run, viz., to Ongar. 
One man put in an appearance at Syborn's Corner about 
twenty minutes late, owing to his having to stand up for a 
deluge on the way ; he waited in vain for another twenty 
minutes, and it again beginning to pour he returned home 
soaked and dislieartened, especially as it was his first day 
of command on the road. 

Ernest Barrett, District Captain. 

P.S. I hope to have a good muster on Saturday next for 
Waltham Abbey, to make up for the bad attendances of 
the last two runs. 



N.W. District. 

July 3rd. We have again to put on record another wet 
Saturday, and, if anything, wetter than the preceding one. 
Although rain had been falling in torrents till half-past 
three, yet eight members and one visitor had sufficient 
fortitude to turn out for the run, and take their chance of 
a thorough drenching. This latter luxury was not denied 
them. Price, Hill, and the D.C., with a visitor, started 
from the Heath, and Williams joined at Tally-ho. Roads 
as far as Barnet were certainly wet in some places, but 
nothing like so wet as one would imagine, and some parts 
were really wonderfully dry. The fact is these heavy rains 
wash the sand and mud off and leave the road clean and 
hard, and it then soon gets dry. In Barnet we were struck 
by the number of old felt hats lying in the road; on inquiry 
they proved to be those of the militia, who had just been 
disbanded — one member is very proud of having ridden over 
four-and-twenty, more or less. The sun was shining nicely, 
and roads proved really very good up to Potter's Bar, but 
we could see thatwe should presently run into another storm, 
and beyond Gubbins' spring we had to seek the shelter of 
some small firs for a considerable time. Barnett had caught 
us up at the Obelisk, and while cowering under the trees 
up rushed Nevill at a terrific pace. Eventually, as the 
rain would not leave off, we hurried on as well as we could, 
helter-skelter through Hatfield, and up the long Digswell 
Hill to the village, where Mr. Easterbee, of the " Red 
Lion," soon brushed us down and supplied our wants. 
Tea, Is. 4d. Hill, when spurting at Bell Bar, ran against 
a partly embedded rock, and, coming over rather sharply, 
lacerated his hand a good bit. R. Newman rode up during 
tea. Rain still persisted in falling, so there was no help 
for it but to ride through it, and this was accordingly done, 
and our homes reached, after a vety heavy ride, about 10.30. 
Each man took home with him on his' back, breeches, and 
machine about enough gravel to cover a yard of garden 
path. C. Newman met us and rode with us from the other 
side of Potter's Bar. Distance, 40 miles. Present : Barnett, 
Hill, Nevill, R. Newman, C. Newman, Price, W. J. 
Williams, visitor (A. S. Morris), and 

Norman B. Morris, District Captain. 

N.W. District. — Evening Run. 
Wednesday, 30th June. — Our first evening run proved a 
success, six members and three visitors joining in it. Starting 
at seven, a very enjoyable circular run was made by riding 
by Child's Hill, Dollis Hill, Neasden, Wembly Park, Preston, 
and Kenton, to the new railway bridge at the foot of 
Harrow, and then bearing to the left past Harrow Station, 
and through Harrow Weald and Whitchurch to Stanmore. 
A halt was made here at the Church Farm Dairy, and nine 
pints of very good milk speedily disappeared. We can 
recommend this dairy. Just as we were starting again up 
rode Stephen Smith, whom we had expected to meet at 
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Edgware, from Berkhampsfcead, and he accompanied us home. 
The Edgware Road was taken as far as Cricklewood, and is 
really now very fair. A very enjoyable little spin was finished 
at 9.50, the evening being fine, the roads good, and the 
country very pleasant with the new-mown hay lying about. 
We shall continue these runs during July at the same hour. 
Distance 21 j miles. Present : HiU, Langridge, E. H. 
Pollock, Price, S. Smith, three visitors, and 

NoBMAN B. Morris, District Captain. 



W. District. 
June 26th. — Hoping to have the honour of seeing the 
gallant Captain of the West and his merry men at Horsell, 
the writer proceeded thither from Guildford via Beech Hill, 
rang his large bell loudly at all the inns of the village, and 
made inquiries as to bicyclists, but none had been seen 
there up to 6.30 p.m. on that day. Much disappointed at 
seeing no one, he vowed never to go. to a " meet " when 
the weather was cloudy or at all threatening. On the 
return journey via Woking Station, Woking and Send, the 
forlorn bicyclist revolved in his own mind the causes of the 
non-attendance of members at Club " meets," possibly the 
following : The dread some have of a wet jacket on a showery 
day, owing to their unwillingness to carry " weighty " and 
" unsightly " waterproofs ; on account of spoiling the look 
of their machines ; neglected study of the maps, being 
completely lost without a guide ; or, lastly, because the 
" flyer " does not care to leave his well woni main-roads, 
the foundations of which he is so intimately acquainted 
with at his " easy enjoyable " pace of fourteen or sixteen 
miles an hour, pace and surface of road being the main 
point, and having little or no love for the beauties of the 
country and fresher scenes. W. J. P. Potts. 



S.W. District. 



July 3rd. — So far as is yet known our run missed fire. 
The fixture was Chobham. The District Captain being 
detained, first by business, and then by sfcress of weather, 
started (after six o'clock) in the direction of the possible 
route — a light racing j^wn^ would have been an acquisition. 
For some miles it was not so much a run as a cruise. After 
the waters had somewhat subsided one single wheel-track 
was discovered, followed to Chertsey, and there lost. In- 
quiries there and at Addlestone having failed to pick up 
tidings of " vessels spoken with," or of any crew in grey, 
we put the helm down and made our anchorage soon after 
" eight bells." H. Jennings, District Captain. 

P.S. As the run fixed for 10th inst., though decided on, 
was not announced last week, it may be well to say here 
that it stands thus : "Hanworth Park cross roads at 4.30 
for Ickenham." For the benefit of out-members, who may 
ride independently, Ickenham is a village about two and a 
half miles north or N.N.W. of Hillingdon. The route- 
near Feltham Station to Hatton, Harlington, Hayes Station; 



about one and a half miles further turn right, then left (on 
Uxbridge road), then again right. The sole inn "The 
Coach and Horses." These roads were in capital condition 
on Monday. 

ANOTHER ACCOUNT. 

July 3rd. — Unfavourable weather interfered sadly with 
the attendance at the run to Chobham. Two members 
went in search of the main body, but meeting with feo 
success carried out the run by themselves. Biding by 
Hersham Green and Weybridge the pair were caught near 
the latter place in a tremendous downpour, but by putting 
on steam a shed was luckily reached before much mischief 
was done ; the rain giving over, the friendly shelter was 
left, alas ! too soon, for no sooner had they gained the open 
than the rain again descended in the way that it has 
become so well practised in lately. Once wet through it 
was no use stopping, so, riding through Addlestone and 
Otter, Chobham was reached before long. Not finding 
any men here, and feeling very damp, tea was postponed 
for the present. They were unable to see the interior of 
the church, the keys not being forthcoming, but found 
plenty to interest them in the churchyard, some of the 
epitaphs being rather striking. The return journey was 
made by Walton, where, by this time feeling less sodden, 
tea was procured at the '' Swan." Roads and weather 
moist. Present : A. Henry and A. £. Buckler. 



S.E. District. — Croydon Division. 

The prospects of a large gathering on Saturday last for 
the Photographic Meet looked very gloomy, when the three 
men who were punctual arrived at Central Croydon. Their 
spirits were raised however when Herbert, Wheeler, and a 
visitor arrived, and they were quite cheerful when the 
Blackheath men rode up. At Purley, Oswald and Trotter 
were found waiting, looking very damp ; and aftec a short 
interval the party proceeded up the hill to the Downs. A 
suitable place was soon found, and Trotter got his apparatus 
in working condition in a " fastest on record." Four 
groups were taken, and the District is much indebted to 
A. P. Trotter for the trouble and care he expended over 
them. As it was raining, a proposition was carried to tea 
at Purley proper, and the members were soon under cover 
at the " Royal Oak." After a firugal tea at Is. 9d. the 
Blackheath men made tracks for home, accompanied part 
of the way by some of the Croydon men ; the remaining 
men starting for Croydon about the same iime. The 
District were pleased to welcome the Northern Guide, and 
hoped that when next he comes southwards, he will bring 
more favourable weather with him. Present : A. W. Alison 
(N.W.), A. Barker, Ashley Barrett, Alfred Herbert, 
J. Kinder, J. C. Oswald, S. P. Smith, D. R. Smith, 
A. P. Trotter, 0. B. Wheeler, H. Young, one visitor, and 

F. M. Williams, Dist Capt. 

As the District Captain will be unable to be present at 
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the run on Saturday next to Riyerhead, A. Barker has 
kindly consented to take charge of the Croydon Division. 

Since writing the above I hear that Frank Kinder started 
after the Blackheath men and rode to Godstone, and that 
Scott Stokes also put in an appearance at that place, in 
hopes of having tea with the jdiotographed ones. 

P. M.W. 



STROLLING. 

One afternoon, some time ago, ''56-inch " and " 57-inch '* 
" Humber " started for Henley en route for Oxford. The 
roads were in a very muddy condition, and the wind being 
against us we did not reach our destination as soon 
as we had hoped. Just after leaving Maidenhead a 
bad thunderstorm sent us back down the hill into the 
town at a smart pace. We were blockaded here for 
two hours and a half. As soon as the rain had somewhat 
abated we pushed on over roads that would have been in 
magnificent condition had it not been for the aforesaid 
storm. Shortly before the ascent of the last long hiU, 
" 56-inch/' steering among some flints, found to his cost 
that they were slightly harder than his hands ; bis lamp 
also suffered, being converted into a species of sandwich 
box, but it was repaired during the evening at an iron- 
monger's shop in Henley. Very good accommodation is to 
be had at the " Catherine Wheel," in the centre of the 
town, and is not expensive. The next morning was showery, 
and we found Fairmile (a mile and a half if it's an inch) and 
the long ascent after it rather heavy travelling ; on reaching 
the crest the road improved, and after passing Nettlebed 
Forest it was splendid. There are some capital hills for 
"flying" down into Bensington. Good milk can be 
obtained here at the inn at the cross-roads in the centre of 
the village ; the proprietor is most obliging, and takes great 
interest in our sport. From there through Dorchester the 
roads were not so good, the last two or three miles into 
Oxford being especially bad ; " 56-inch " found it so rough 
that he walked the last four miles into the city, but another 
storm coming over caused the other man to hurry on. We 
put up at the "Mitre," and as regards cheerful com- 
panions we perhaps " might'er " done better ; as there 
were about half a dozen individuals up for various 
exams, and a more woe-begone lot it has not often been 
our lot to encounter. If a tragic countenance would win 
a scholarship, just a few must have been disposed of among 
the lively crew at the " Mitre." We spent two days there, 
and fully occupied our time, going round the colleges, etc. 
A few tricycles were seen, but, except in two shops, bicycles 
seemed wanting. Not being Term-time, only a very few 
men were up, which perhaps accounts for the absence of 
'cycles. On our return home, just after crossing Magdalen 
Bridge, we found the road to be very rough — a sort of 
apology for paving. On reaching the top of Headington 
Hill we encountered a regular young hurricane, nearly right 



ahead, which had dried up the roads but made it very hard 
work to force one's wheel round. Three miles from the 
city, " 56-inch," when some way behind, had a howler b 
some thick mud, smashing off one handle close to the 
bar. A little further on, the wind being broken 
by trees, " 57-inch " had put the pace on, and so 
was unaware of the accident; as "56-inch" did not 
turn up, he waited half an hour for him a few miles up the 
road, and sent back numerous messages by the '' chaws " 
who were civil enough to undertake that arduous duty. 
Several flatly refused, and presented us with much advice 
gratis, which, if followed, would be found to be rather 
"tepid." Finding the other man did not come, and 
thinking that the wind had disgusted him and he had 
returned to Oxford, " 57-inch " made the pace warm until 
he reached High Wycombe (" Ivicum," as the Cockney 
wrote on an envelope, which subsequently arrived at its 
destination). Being market-day, the town was crowded; 
the ordinary at the " Red Lion " — (good ; head-quarters 
B.T.G.) — was over, but a capital dinner was obtained. 
After waiting here over an hour and a half, the other man 
not arriving, "57-inch" rode on via Beaconsfield to 
XJxbridge, thence by very twisting by-lanes to Harlington 
Comer, Hounslow — ^Bath road in its usual condition— 
and Clapham Common, to his destination in the S.E. 
District. Not having his lamp on the machine the rider 
proceeded very warily the last few miles, slowing up at 
every shadow resembling the " arm of the law," and ringing 
his bell viciously. In the meanwhile "56-inch" had 
struggled on, under very disadvantageous circumstances, 
to West Wycombe, having found the long hill just before 
reaching Stohenchurch tough work with his one handle 
and cut hands, for which latter reason he subsequently 
trained to town from High Wycombe, the skin on the 
palms of his hands being the exception rather than the 
rule. Both the " Humbers " — the larger one being on its 
first run — worked in the style usual with machines of that 
make, and fully enroUed two more additions to the ranks 
of those who consider that there is no machine either in 
look or wear to bear off the palm from a " Humber." 

X. 

STRAY NOTES. 

The way in which the S.R men collected in front of 
Trotter's camera on Saturday, illustrates Sam Slick's pro- 
verb that " There's a plaguey lot o' human natur' in man." 
The heavy rain would have afforded a sufficient excuse for 
a blank meet ; but vanity or thirst for immortality produced 
quite a fair muster. Not caring to present posterity with my 
verisimilitude at the cost of a soaking in the present, I 
preferred a pipe, arm-chair, and novel at the "Clayton 
Arms," Godstone, whither I had trained to join the adver- 
tised Club Tea. About eight p.m., a saturated member for 
Foot's Cray appeared with one or two other men, and 
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inqnired anxiously for the S.K Division. The Croydon 
Road had been carefully searched ; so, being long overdue, 
and concluding they were afraid of the damp— K)r ''The 
Ghost" — we promptly finished their tea. 

• ••*•« 

A tip for B. O.'s. If you want a large muster of your 
men for any special occasion promise them the camera. 
That'll fetch 'em. 

• ••••• 

A large flock of geese were prowling about the Furley 
Downs while the South-Easters were being grouped. It 
was proposed that these should be worked into the back- 
ground of the picture to pass for a party of our N.E. friends. 

• • • • • • 

The S.E. artist is believed to have said, while trying to 
get inside his camera under a black cloth, which perhaps 
made the men mistake his meaning, that the absence of the 
S.E. C******s gave him a chance of turning out a credit- 
able picture. 

If I desired to impress a Siamese ambassador, or to 
inspire a North American chief with a profound sense of 
the majesty of this empire, I should introduce him to the 
Bank of England, the Houses of Parliament, and the S.E. 
District notice-board at the Croydon Fire Station. 

• ••*•• 

Our member for Bournemouth, whom we can spot behind 
his nom-de-plutne of " Philologus," kindly writes me thus 
anent my query last week :— 

*'On looking onoe more into my LiddeU and Scott, I find that 
' Cydoides ' can only mean ' very like a wheel.* Was your oorrespon- 
dent thinking of that oharming ode from ' Bab to a Boneshaker,' 
It was worked, it was wooden, all guiltless of steel, 
Bat still it distinctly retemhUd a wheel ! 

'* * ^icyolos ' is an abomination, a Latin and Greek hybrid. The word 
shoold have been ' Biniui ' or ' Dioyclns.' 

» Ib * Velooiman ' the word yon want ! •* PHniOLOOUS ." 

• •«••• 

There is something about "Velociman" that rather takes 
me^ although I fear 'tis also a hybrid with a Latin-Saxon 
parentaga Anyway, it is better than '* Wheelman," the 
American term. There is a faint suspicion of Anglo- 
Chinese or pigeon-English about " Velooiman " which is 
not displeasing. 

• ••••• 

I suppose we 'Welocimen" have finished our Champion-* 
ship Meetings for this year of grace ; otherwise one might 
have desired a i^ce for our sport at Lillie Bridge on 
Saturday last at the Meeting of the Amateur Athletic 
Association for the various Championships. Any way, we 
will hope for better things in 1881. 

• ••••• 

There is a talk of bringing Bicycling into the jurisdiction 
of the A. A. A. A contemporary, however, suggests that the 



time may not be far off when we velocimen will regulate 
athletics. Such was the peaceful conquest achieved by the 
Greeks over their barbaric conquerors. 

• ♦♦♦•• 

The Colony will shortly be no more. The head trainer 
has put his " silver-plated " into the " advt." column, and 
sic transit may soon be written o'er the entrance to the 
Stables about to be deserted. 

• ••••• 

E. S. Price of the N.W. rode up Brockley Hill, near 
Edgware, kst week, and the N.W. District Captain says it 
will give him very great pleasure to introduce any of the 
S.E. hiU climbers to this gentle slope if they have the pluck 
to come over and view it. 

• •••*• 

I heard a young member, the other day, asking the N.E. 
District Captain why his oil can always wanted filling at 
the bottom of every hill with a handy "pub'' in its 
vicinity. He will understand these things better as he gets 
older. 

It IS to be feared we shall lose one of our best men when 
H. V. Cleaver retires from the path — an event which is 
now almost a certainty. 

• ••••« 

" 0. A" writes to say, the clerical errors in the spelling of 
his French quotation are to be scored to the printer, and 
not to the author of the MS. Of course they are. " I 
knew it all the time," as the naughty " Marquis " observes 
in M. Favart. 

• «•••• 

An ailing member begs that the " Moutons " joke may 
be stopped ; or, in default, that its author orders lamb and 
peas for two at the '' Criterion." That would be next door 
to making him eat his own words. 

• •••*• 

My friend the Editor tells me I must change my style, 
as his life is made a burden to him by reason of my pecca- 
dilloes. It is mostly at Club runs, he complains, that my 
chaffed victims express in rude practical jokes the anger 
which should be kindled, not against him, poor man, but 
against me — ^the tyrant stork elected to rule the unhappy 
frogs. The Editor is a philanthropist on a large scale, I 
am a cynic in a small way. Do not stone him for the 
offences of L'Hommb qui Rrr. 

Will any member join me in my furnished cottage at 
Guildford (overlooking Stoke Place) for a month from the 
15th instant, when I shall be all alone? Rides in company 
desired, splendid circular runs everywhere within fifty 
miles radius, trains to London in one hour, back in forty-six 
minutes.— W. J. F. Potts, II, New Road, Stoke, Guildford. 
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FIXTURES FOR CLUB MEETS. 



Date. 



N.E. 



N.W. 



W. 



S.W. 



&E. 
Croydon Diviflion. 



^ 

H9 



8.80 Left Bridge 
Boad, 8.45 Sy- 
bom's Comer for 
Waltham Abbey. 



SA5 ** Jack Straw's 
Castle" for Cheniee. 
MeetW. 



8.45 Harlesden 
Green for Chenies 
Meet N.W. 



4.80 Cross Koad, 
N.E. comer of 

^Hanwortb Park 
for Ickenhanu 



4.10 Central Croy- 
don Station for 
Riyeriiead. Meet 
Blackheath Biv. 



S.E. 
Blackheath Division 



4.10 Old Lewisham 
Chnrch for Riyer- 
head. Meet Croy- 
don Division. 



A FAIR STRATAGEM. 

(A MlLAHOHOLT HiSTORT, FOUHDKD ON FaOT). 

Part HI. 

The night has oome for which poor White to Brown's has been invited, 
Come ! let us haste and seek him in their rooms so gaily lighted ; 
A sweet fresh voice onr ears perceive through hall and parlonr ringing. 
And, as we enter unobserved, we see Brown's sister singing. 

A fairer picture than she makes IH bet you don't discover, 
Whilst White, all sheepish homage, stands to turn her music over ; 
And tho' the room's half full of guests (blind Love ! thine old vagary !) 
To him 'tis empty, save for one — and her sweet name is Mary I 

Gone was his peace from that nii^ht forth ; and in its stead was given 
A life of restless gloom, with now and then a glimpse of heav*n ; 
The glimpse referred to being when, his courage screwed up highly, 
He (^ed at Jasmin YiUa, there to ask for Brown right shyly. 

Straight to the winds flew former thoughts of xt^or and of glory, 
And sporting news was laid aside to read the " old, sweet story ; " 
** Training ** became a fearful plague, " Diet " was quite neglected, 
And at the lonely midnight hour long walks were much affected. 

Full twenty sonnets he began: "OhI Mary," and " Ah ! Mary!" 
In which he called her " angel " twice, besides " sweet nymph " and 

"fairy." 
The poor, dear moon was bored to death, our youth so sore beveraed her ; 
And, as his temper varied, so he either blessed or cursed her. 

One lovely poem started thus : ** Oh moon ! so sweetly shining," 

The next line ending (quite en r^le) with something's " silv'ry lining ;" 

Bat suddenly his lofty mind gave way to woe and sadness, 

And Cynthia straightway figured as "Thou Orbof Death and Madness I" 

Gone were the charms of 'cycling life for ever, and for ever. 
At " Socials " and at weekly rans his friends beheld him never ; 
A cause for this behaviour is discovered in premising. 
Club meett are not the food of love, and so 'tis not surprising. 

And Mary ? did she smile upon him 7 or with anger flout him ? 
Bepnlse with soom ? or murmur low — she could not live without him t 
Pooh ! pooh t dear reader, do not with your foolish questions bother. 
The giri, as wise as she was fair, did neither one nor t'other. 

And here, my friends. 111 make a pause in this my tale's narration, 
To beg White's courting may be left to your imagination } 
Alone we'll let him ride the race his heart and life hell stake on, 
But White t— in case you get a fall—don't put too much tpoon-brahe on f 

Brown's steed of steel upon the path meanwhile to glory bore him. 
And, as they say of oollege " saps," he " carried all before him ; " 
Those words of his, six months ago, have come to pass full soon— eh ? 
At every distance 'tis allowed he's first— vice White gone spooney. 

Betnming firom a ChaHenge Bace held somewhere in the country, 
In which he'd won a signal triumph over all and sundry, 
He rushed into his drawing-room one night— the' stupid fellow I— 
And shouted in a tone of voice that almost reached a bellow : 



" Congratulate me ! here's the prize for which Tve longed so madly, 

Tve won the " here it strack him that he was intrading sadly ; 

And as, quite dumb and speechless, at the door he pauses, he is 
Made more aware than e'er before how odd a number three is I 

The dazzling trophy in his hind no longer does he gaze on. 
And every feature of his face sits evident amaze on ; 
When White starts up all smiles, and cries in tones of much elation, 
' Tis I, dear boy, much more than you, who need congratulation." 

" Fve won a race which makes path-fame to less than nought dimimsih. 
Behold the prize ~ the precious prize ! — ^which waits me at the finish ! " 
He dropped Brown's hands, which shook his own as if they would have 

crushed them. 
And turned to look for Mary — ^but the shy young thing had ruah'd them ! 
• ••••• 

Six months have fled — an April sun its morning rays is shedding. 
Saint something's church is filling fast, for there's to be a wedding ; 
The bridegroom, pale but self -possessed, with his best man stands waiting 
And harks to what the latter is, with eager mien, relating. 

Poor Brown ! he teOs hii guilty story quite from the beginning } 
How he had snared the rival who prevented him from winning ; 
And when 'tis told he adds — " Old man ! no longer could I smother 
My guilt from you who in one short half -hour will be my brother I " 

" Dear fellow," says the groom elect, '* You've nought to be foi^ven. 
For what you call your ' guilty plot ' has led me straight to heaven ; 
To blame you for your ' stratagem ' youll find, I'm certain, ne'er one. 
For" — glancing at his entering bride — '* 'twas such a very/otr one I " 



D'you want a moral, 'oycUsts dear, tacked on to this my story f 
Don't lose your hearts if you would shine upon the path of glory ! 
For— inter nos — 'tis certan that, apart from jokes or funning, 
To fame and "Pots" you'll bid good bye, when Love outs out the running. 

L G. 



RACING FIXTURES. 



July 

July 
July 

July 
July 
July 

July 
July 

July 



10th. — ^Belgrave B.C. Race Meeting (1 mile open to 
amateurs), Stamford Bridge. 

lOtL — Southampton Amateur B.C. Race Meeting. 

14th. — Rangers B.C. Annual Race Meeting, Alex- 
andra Palace. 

15th. — Taunton Athletic Sports. 

17tL— Gresham Athletic Club, Stamford Bridga 

21st. — Eastbourne B.C. Race Meeting. Three, open 
Amateur events. 

24th. — Lombard B.C. Race Meeting, Catford Bridge. 

24th. — West of England Bicycle Meet and Races, 
Zoological Gardens, Clifton, Bristol. 

24th. — ^Arion B.C. Open Race Meeting, Stamford 
Bridge. 
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RACING FIXTURES— Cbit^niwrf. 
July 24th.— Brixton Ramblers B.C. Races at Crystal 

Palace. 
Jnly Slst. — ^RaUway Clearing House, Stamford Bridge. 
July 31st.— Brighton B.C. Annual Race Meeting. 
Aug. 2nd.— Bedford Amateur B.C. Race Meeting. 
Aug. 7tb.— Lewisham B.C. Races, Crystal Palace. 
Aug. 21st.— Crusaders B.C. Race Meeting, Clapham Rink 

Track. 
Aug. 28th. — South London Harriers B.C. Race Meeting, 

Stamford Bridge. One Mile Open. 
Aug. 28th.— St. James's B.C. Third Annual Race Meeting 

at Surbiton (1 mile open handicap). 
Sept. 11th.— I ZIngari B.C. Race Meeting, Stamford 

Bridge. 
Sept. 18th. — Surrey B.C. Autumn Race Meeting, Ken- 

nington OvaL 
Sept. 25th.— Druids B.C., Stamford Bridge. One Mile 

Open. 
Oct. 2nd. — ^LA.C. Autumn Meeting, Stamford Bridge. 
Nov. 6th.— L.A.C. Winter Meeting, Stamford Bridge. 

EXCHANGE LIST. 

For Sale.— 54-in. "City," by W. 0. Aves; as good as 
new ; has only been ridden 300 miles ; nutted spokes ; 
hollow forks and wide handle-bar— making a strong and 
rigid steering; grip lever brake ; " Pickwick " bearings to 
both wheels (for description of the bearings see Oazettb, 
Vol. IL, No. 20, p. 144). Can be seen and tried at the 
City Bicycle Works, 46, Barbican, E.C. Price £12 ; cost 
£17 10s.— C. Y. Lyne, 62, Clissold Road, Stoke Newington. 

For Sale.— 66-in. " Humber " Racer ; not had a season's 
wear. May be seen at Stamford Bridge. Price £11. — 
H. H. Crawley, University College, Gower Street. 

For Sale.— A 56-in. "Humber," light roadster (all bright), 
in perfect condition. Price £l3. Owner giving up riding. 
Apply to F. W. Nicholson, St. Edmund's, Upper Richmond 
Road, Putney, S.W. 

56-in. " Humber " Racer, 24-in. handle bar, close built, 
weight 33 lbs. Only been in use for six weeks. Price £15. 
Cost over £17.— H. V. Cleaver, 20, Ladbroke Road, W. 

Wanted to hire, for about two months, a 52-in. (closely 
built) Bicycle. Must be in Al condition, and by a good 
maker. The person for whom it is wanted is a good and 
careful rider, not a beginner. — ^Apply at once to P. Des 
Voeux, 41, Pinborough Road, West Brompton, S.W. 
Owners of " Stassens " or other trucks need not reply. 

For Sale, 56-inch "Humber," plated, Timberlake's 
tires ; both machine and plating in good condition. Price 
£13. — L. Wynne, Warnford Rectory, Bishop's Waltham, 
Hants. 

For Sale, 58-in. close-built light Racer, weighing 32 lbs. 
only ; nickel plated, extra wide handles, built by Humber 
and Co. last October; cost over f20. Will be sold for 
£l5. No reasonable oflFer refused. — W. T. Thorn, Junr.^ 
11, Ladbroke Square, Netting Hill, W. 



BICYCLE UNION TWENTT-FIVE MILES 
CHAMPIONSHIP. 

We are indebted to the Field for the following account 
of the race for the twenty-five miles championship, 
promoted by the Bicycle Union, which took place on July 
1st, at Stamford Bridge : 

At 6.45 p.m., a quarter of aa hour behind time, the foUowing were 
dispatched: J. L. Mayger, Ivanhoe B.C. ; A. P. G. Perdval, 
Wanderers B.O. ; W. Wyndham, London B.C. ; W. T. Thorn, London 
B.O. ; H. L. Cortia, Wanderers RC. j C. T>. Vesey, Surrey B.C. ; J. 
F. Griffith, Surrey B.G. ; G. L. HiUier, Stanley B.G. ; and L. Kemp, 
Piukwick RC. They were arranged in three rows, and on being 
poshed off Percival showed in front, then Thorn and HiUier went on, 
made the pace, and finished the mile abont level, with Wyndham 
third. In the third mUe Mayger, who had fallen away from the first, 
was oyerlapped. Thorn led at the finish of two nules, with HilUer 
second, and they reyersed these positions as they oondnded the third, 
Cortis in each case riding third. At three and a half miles Thorn 
forced the pace, and HiUier dropped back f onrth, bat Cortis came tip 
in the next lap and led at f onr miles ; HiUier second and Thorn third. 
Perdval gave up in the fifth mile, which was finished first by Thorn, 
who sported to the front ; Cortis second. The latter then ran in front 
for the six nule score, bot Thorn headed him by a length at seven miles* 
Forcing the pace considerably. Thorn led throoghoot the eighth mUe, 
and Yeeey was distanced. In the last li^ of the tenth nule HiUier 
went to the front, bot Thorn roshed away to finish it first. In the 
eleventh mUe some Uvely sporting occorred between Thorn and Cortis, 
and keeping the pace op throogh the next mile they led Griffith at its 
completion by twelve yards, he being then forty yards ahead of Hillier 
and Kemp. In the thirteenth nule Thorn agafai pot it on, with Cortis 
close op, and they gave Griffith aU he coold do to keep op. As 
thirteen mUes were finished HilUer and Kemp were one hondred yards 
behind, and at fifteen mUes three fourths of a lap. Passing the paviUon 
in the first lap of the sixteenth mUe HiUier was opeet by a faolty place 
in the coorse, and Kemp, being dose behind, feU over him. Thorn 
scored the time given for the sixteenth mile, the next three being 
credited to Cortis, and the tameness of the race was only varied by 
Thorn sporting in for twenty miles. Throoghoot the twenty-second, 
third, and f oorth mUes Cortis led, with Thorn second, and Griffith third. 
Ko sign was made of forcing the pace ontU three laps from home, 
when Thorn sported to the front, and stiU led as they entered the last 
lap. In the back straight Cortis pressed him hard, and ere they 
reached the bend socoeeded in paaring his opponent, who coold never 
get on terms with him again, and won by ten yards. Griffith finished 
forty yards behind Thorn, the hind wheel of his machine having been 
sqoeaking loodly for want of oQ for the last foor mUes. The times at 
the completion of the varioos mUes were as foUows : 



MUes. 



M. S. 



MUes. 



M. 8. 



1 Thorn 8 lii 

2 Do. 6 2ii 

8 HUUer 9 iO| 

4 Cortis 12 58i 

5 Thorn 16 7| 

« Cortis 19 26 

7 Thorn 22 47| 

8 Do 26 55 

9 Cortis 29 10} 

10 Thorn 82 26{ 

11 Cortis 86 40f 

12 Do. 88 55t 

18 Thorn 42 14? 

The last U;g ocoapied 40{«eo., aad 18 mUes 525 yards were covered in 

the hour. 



14 Cortis 45 88} 

15 Thorn 48 62^ 

16 Do. 52 16i 

17 Cortis 55 46} 

18 Do. 58 59} 

19 Do 62 17 

20 Thorn 65 Sl| 

21 Do 68 48| 

22 Cortis 72 21 

28 Do 75 47} 

24 Do 79 9| 

26 Do. 82 15| 
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To the Editor qf the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 

Snt, — I am not aware whether you would inflert corres- 
pondence that might appear, at first sight, antagonistic to 
the interest of your Club, unless, as in this instance, it is 
written with every friendly feeling and desire for its benefit. 

As a &ther of members of a bicycling family, might I enter 
my protest — ^not on religious grounds — to the bicycling by 
members of your Club on a Sunday, to whom I give the 
credit of being gentlemen ; and I raise my opposition 
on this ground chiefly : Do members of the higher class 
of society make their holiday on Sunday ? Is it not left 
for the shop-boy and the cad to avail himself of that 
privilege, and especially our '"Arry?" It must hurt 
one's feelings, susceptible or otherwise, when, on leaving 
church, one finds bicyclists with the bculge of the London 
Bicycle Club, travelling along the high road, seemingly in 
defiance of all respect for those who use the Sabbath day 
for less exciting pursuits. — I enclose my card, and remain, 
yours respectfully, Patebfamilia0. 

28th June, 1880. 

[We would point out that by Rule 3 the Club badge 
(of the L.B.C.) may not be worn on a Sunday, under any 
drcumstancee. — ^Ed.] 



BATH TRIAL. 



To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 

Sib, — ^As I had the honour of introducing the discussion 
on this subject, which has been so warmly taken up by the 
Club, I ask your indulgence to say a few lines in reply to 
those writers who have expressed dissent from my letter. 
Several, in fact I think I may say the greater number, have 
taken the same view as mjrself, and the arguments of those 
who disagree with me will, I venture to submit, not prove 
very conclusive if carefrilly examined. 

Tour correspondents, " Marlborough Hill " and "Another 
Competitor,'' appear to consider that if one exceptionally 
good man can complete the distance the test \& fair, but if not 
the remaining two dozen startejrs have not a fair chance, a 
proposition which it appears to me merely requires stating 
to refute itself. The argument of " Marlborough Hill " as 
to Thorn, Cortis, and others not getting in is met by the 
fact that in 1879, which he considers fair. Thorn and 
Eeith-Falconer were in the same plight ; but he has evi- 
dently forgotten 1879, as he anticipates forty men starting 
next year — ^a view in which *' Another Competitor " concurs, 
entirely oblivious of the fact that only three medals were 
won in 1879, and yet the 1880 start was not very unusual. 
The remainder of *' Marlborough Hill's " letter is, I think, 
entirely dealt with in my former letter. Mr. Francis's 
suggestion of an enamelled medal in any event strikes me 
as op^ to the objections that a man would not care very 
much for a medal which might only mean that he had 



beaten an indifferent field in slow time, and besides, this 
must involve an entire revision of the rules. 

"Another Competitor," "Boreas," and others speak in a 
very easy manner of arranging a day to suit the 32 com- 
petitors (whom "Another Competitor " calls 24), and seems 
to think the Captain the only man who is likely to be de- 
tained. I venture to think they might exhaust their spare 
energy till this time next year in tr3ang to find the day in 
question, even if the Captain's convenience be excluded. 

Mr. Preeth puts three queries. To his first I would say, 
as I understand it, ten medals were originally fixed as a 
sort of outside limit, and I venture to think it is just as 
well they should not all always be won. As regards his 
second query, I am puzzled what device he would suggest 
to deprive flyers of their advantage on a good day {for 
them), and I am totally at a loss to understand the second 
half on the question. Thirdly, I am distinctly of opinion, 
and I think most members will agree, that to make a medal 
a certainty for everyone who starts would not be conducive 
to the "honour and dignity" of the L.B.C. 

Mr. Sharpe suggests a there-and-back route, in which he 
is supported by " Irish Challenge." This is a matter with 
which I did not attempt to deal, as it is entirely a fresh 
principle, and could not be carried out under the present 
rules. His point of law I leave to abler heads than mine, 
merely remarking that, if he is right, he has discovered a 
curious and unintentional blunder of the draughtsman of 
the rules. "Boreas" places his belief agai^Dst that of 
Butler and Wynne as to possibilities, and is probably not 
aware that Butler himself did ride the last twenty miles 
at a considerably greater pace than eight miles per hour. 

In conclusion, I must confess that I do not think it is 
the object of the Trial to be merely a pass examination ; 
if so, why should there be any lunit to the number of 
medals ? I think the less chance there is of getting a 
medal the more wiU men desire to obtain one, and that 
any variations of our present rules which tend to give the 
" ordinary " road-rider — ^whom some of your correspondents 
appear to consider the only suitable holder of a medal— a 
practical certainty of his medal, would depreciate not 
only the value of the medals but the interest of the 
competition. — I am, etc., W. X. W. 

NOTICE TO GOBBESPONDENTS. 
All oontribationfl mtut be Addressed to *< The Editor, L.B .C. Gazette, 
86, EMtchei^, E.C. ,** and must bear the name of the author, though not 
necessarily for insertion. They must be written on one side of the 
paper only, and, if immediate insertion is desired, must be received not 
later than Wednesday morning. Messrs. Darling supply portfolios in 
which unbound copies of the Gazkitb may be kept ; cost is 28. ; stamped 
on outside with the Club badge. There are stiU a few covers for 187S, 
and members can b« supplied with back numbers of the OAnm at Uie 
cost of Id. eadi. 



ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
" X," and " SucoBSSFUL at Last."— Next week. 



Printed for the Proprietors by Dabuno ft Son, at the Mineira Steam 
Printing Office, »6, Eastcheap, London, £.a— Jul^ 0, 1880. 
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THE CLUB HANDICAP. 

I hope membeis will make an effort to get a good entry 
for this event. At present the entry is, I believe, by no 
means large. 

The eau^Uent opportunity afforded to some members of 
making a start in the way of racing should not be lost, and 
for those of us who only race very rarely it is a capital oppor- 
tunity for riding without the feeling that all our opponents 
are in tip-top training. The ground is easily reached, and is 
one on which no one need be afraid of bad comers and such 
like annoyances. The handicapping being done by the 
Race Committee, competitors may rest assured that some- 
one will know something of their merits. Besides all this 
it is an experiment, and I very much hope you will give 
your Committee some encouragement in their new venture. 

Thso. Godlse, Captain. 



CLUB RUNS. 

The Meet Cards are by this time in members' hands, and 
I therefore wish to make one or two observations upon 
them. 

As regards the general meet at Ewell, the arrangements 
will be similar to last year, full details of which will appear 
in next Gazette. 

Members will observe that as usual no run is fixed for the 
Saturday immediately preceding the August Bank Holiday. 
This is on account of the great number of members who 
will be leaving town for the three days, but the District 
Captains will very probably arrange unofficial runs; and I 



am requested to state that the S. W. will on that day leave 
the Cross Roads, Hanworth Park, at 4.30, for a run to 
Blackwater, but this does not count for the attendance 
prize. 

I much hope to arrange a run with the D.B.B.C. at the 
end of the season, but they cannot fix at present, and the 
card could not of course be kept back for it. 

There are two points as to attendances at Club runs to 
which I think it may be convenient to refer. One is that 
a solitary member cannot change the destination of the 
run, but it is quite allowable for a meet consisting of more 
than one member to change it. The other is that a member 
must, to score an attendance either way, follow the route 
of or ride with the District, and cannot score an attendance 
by a fancy ride home over an entirely different route. 

Theo. Godlbe, Captain. 



CLUB HANDICAP. 



A One Mile Handicap, open only to members of the 
London Bicycle Club, will be held at Surbiton on Thursday, 
22nd July. Three prizes— 1st, value £3 ; 2nd, value £2 ; 
3rd, value £1. Entrance fee, 2s. Racing to commence at 
6.45. Handicappers, the Race Committee. Entries should 
be sent to me on or before Saturday, July 17th. Admission 
to the Ground, and Programmes, free, 

Herbert R. Botge, Hon Sec. 

35» Warrington Crescent, W., 29th June> 1880. 
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ANNUAL RACE MEETING. 
I shall be much obliged if those membeTs who have not 
yet done so will kindly return to me their unused tickets, 
with payment for those used, without delay. 

Hbbbbbt R. Boyce, Hon. Sec. 
36, Warrington Crescent, W., 29th June, 1880. 



NOTICE. 
The Editor will be glad to hear from a few more gentle- 
men who will kindly assist in sticking the Woodbury-types. 
Their serrice will be wanted for two or three hours on a 
Thursday evening which will be duly announced. 



SATURDAY RUNS. 

N.E. DiSTBICT. 

July 10.— Three men met last Saturday at the top of 
the Lea Bridge road, and were jomed at Sybom's Comer by 
two more, for the run to Waltham Abbey. The direct road 
through Chingford we thought would make too short a run 
of it, so decided to go round by Woodford, Buckhurst Hill, 
Loughton, and the " Wake Arms." Buckhurst Hill we 
found perfect — ^it in general is loose and rutty ; Loughton 
and Golding Hills were ridden by most of us, and the one 
down from the " Wake Arms " also. The " New Inn " at 
Waltham Abbey was reached by 5.30, where we were joined 
by Webster and a visitor, who chatted merrily with us 
while we discussed the luxuries of our tea. After pipes 
and talk we started for home, riding by Chingford and 
Walthamstow, our Captain (Theo. Godlee) flying the steep 
hill by old Chingford Church— we valued our necks too 
much to risk the performance^the surface of which was 
loose and stony. The roads throughout) were in capital 
condition — another hour or two of sunshine would perhaps 
have slightly improved them, but Essex roads stand a good 
deal of rain. Present : Theo. Godlee, T. Child, R. Hough, 
W. J. Williams, a visitor (Arthur Barrett) and 

Ernest Baabett, District Captain. 

N.W. District. 
July 10th. — ^Whether the heavy shower of rain which 
fell between one and two, or whether the distance on the 
map looking a little longer than usual frightened members, 
I cannot say'; but certain it is that the N.W. attendance 
on Saturday for the run to Chenies was poor, and does not 
tend to encourage us in visiting new places. Those who 
did not go missed seeing some very pretty country, and 
roads nearly throughout were superb. Four members 
left the Heath, and after running by way of Neasden and 
Wembley Park were joined at Sudbury by Sewell (whom 
we are glad to see riddng again), C. Newman, Bamett^ and 
Law, the W. District Captain's Deputy. A few drops of 
rain fell and a peal of thunder frightened them in the 
Harrow Road, but at Greenford it was all over, and a 
splendid afternoon followed. Ruislip was reached by 



West End, and there the refreshing product of the domestic 
cow being sought for, was found at a bxm dose by and 
much enjoyed. Oar bill for drink cannot be called 
extravagant, eighteen or nineteen glasses, charge sixpence. 
The District Captain took a pilot on board here, and the 
Northern Guide led the party one of his favourite litUe 
dances through unknown country after Harefleld. Just 
beyond this village, now familiar to N.W. members, we 
came to the top of a rather steep hill and a most splendid 
view of the Valley of the Colne, backed up by beautiful 
wooded slopes, spread itself out before us. This piece of 
scenery must be seen to be appreciated as it deserves. At 
Maple Cross we got into narrow lanes, which can compare 
with Devonshire ones for roughness and narrowness and 
luxuriance of foliage, and through such lanes we alternately 
walked and rode for several miles, until at last the 
Amersham Road was struck a mile and a half from Chenies. 
Our pilot says that he took us through "Long Lane," 
which divides the two counties of Bucks and Middlesex. 
Perhaps he did ; it is certainly a long time since there was 
much traffic there, and no wonder, too, wh^n one only 
knows of the two little gentle slopes towards the end. The 
latter part of the run would have been more enjoyed, as it 
ought to have been, if only the usual time for tea had not 
gone by. By the time Chenies was reached it was 7.45^ 
and we were more than ready for the capital tea which was 
ready for us at the "Bedford Arms." Dr. Langmore was 
awaiting us. Baruett and Sewell had stopped at Harefield, 
having to be home early. Tea Is. 9d. Leaving Alison to 
return on " another day," the rest turned homewards at 
nine o'clock, and had a grand run through Rickmans- 
worth, Watford, Bushey Heath (where Law left us), 
Brockley Hill, Edgware Road, and Cricklewood, getting 
home about 11.45. Roads very good. Distance 27 and 
22 miles ; total 49 miles. Present : Alison, Aiken, Bamett, 
Langmore, Law, C. Newman, Price, Sewell, and 

NoRUAN B. Mo&Bis, District Captain. 

Wednesday, July 7th.— Wet all day till 6 o'clock, and 
only one man txirning up, there was no run. 

N.W. NOTICR 
Saturday, July 17th. Ickenham. 

Our Captain, Mr. Theo. Godlee, has promised to visit the 
N.W. this Saturday. I hope, therefore, that all N.W. men 
will show their appreciation of the honour done them, and 
make an appearance at Ickenham to give him a hearty 
welcome, let the weather be what it may. 

Our route will be by Neasden and Black Pot Hill, where 
Highbury and Kilbum men should meet us. If we tea at 
Ickenham our inn will be the "Coach and Horses," but I 
am not quite certain that we can get sufficient accommoda- 
tion there, so that if any men who meet us there do not 
find us, they must conclude that we have gone on to East- 
cott to the "Black Horse." Noemah B. Mobbis. 
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S.W. D18TBICT. 

lOih July. — Parts of this district were again visited by 
heavy thunderstorms. The single member present at the 
meeting place at Hanworth waited till 5.15 (when the tail 
of the storm had nearly passed over), then rode through 
Hatton and Harlington and reached Ickenham at 6.30. 
No one was found there, so after a short interval, devoted 
to light refreshment, he remouuted and made an agreeable 
circular nin through Ruislip, Eastcot, Pinner, Harrow, Green- 
ford, and Norwood Green. Roads all dry after Harlington. 
Distance about 32 miles. Present : H. Jennings. 

It is hoped that the run for next Saturday (to 
meet the S.E. at Reigate), will bring a better muster. 
The lately prevailing storms have been very partial in 
extent, as is shown by the experience of three successive 
Saturdays. 



S.E. DisTBicT. — Ceotdon Divisioir. 

Three members met at Croydon on Saturday and agreed 
to change the run from Riverhead to East Grinstead. They 
rode as far as Gaterham Junction, when it commenced to 
rain heavily, and they were obliged to shelter under a 
friendly tree. They consoled themselves with tobacco and 
watched the downpour for some time, when, as there seemed 
no chance of its abating, two of them made tracks for home. 
What became of the remaining member is not reported. 
Present : A. Barker, E. H. Hindley (N.E.), and J. C. Oswald. 

The run next Saturday is to Reigate. I hope members 
will turn up in force, as the last time we had a run to the 
" Grapes," a very large tea was provided and only seven sat 
down to it. It will be only fair, therefore, to give the pro- 
prietor a benefit on Saturday next. 

F. M. WiLLiAHS, Dist. Gapt. 

AKOTHSB ▲CCOTJNT. 

On Saturday last, July 10th, the District Visitor left 
Kensington to inspect the S.E. District Owing to the rain 
he could not start till 8.30, and having twelve miles to 
cover over bad roads did not arrive at Groydon till 440. 
He went to the S.E. meeting place, but failed to find The 
Notice Board, and, not knowing the geography of Croydon, 
got lost, but after mounting a long incline found himself 
on a common near Addington, so took to the left and 
arrived at Shirley. He then asked his way to West Wick- 
ham, which was eventually found. Taking down West 
Wickham Hill he went on to Eeston ; here a slight shower 
came on, so after waiting a while he pushed on for Down, 
where he overtook a thunderstorm or a thunderstorm over- 
took him,— at any rate, the rain came on so hard and fast 
that he was thankful to find shelter in a chalk-pit, waiting 
there for more than half an hour. He then went through 
Down, and on to Westerham Hill, which he had heard was 
very bad, but never expected to see such a steep descent, 
with a Bur&oe like a beach. Needless to say he walked 



down it, and arrived in due time at Westerham. The roads 
up to this point had been good, but very wet and soft. 
From Westerham to Brasted the roads were three or four 
inches deep in soft mud, in some places being quite unride- 
able owing to drainage operations. At last he arrived at 
Riverhead, only to find that one member of the L.B.C. had 
just left after having tea'd and been partially dried. The 
District Visitor was sorry to find the S.R men frightened 
by so little as rain, but no doubt they carried out the run 
to some other place with great satisfaction to themselves 
and to the deep regret of The District Visetob, 

Blackhbath Division. 
One member ran to Riverhead through a continuous 
storm of rain, thunder, and lightning. On reaching home, 
covered with mud to the crown of his head, he found that 
on the heath the roads were perfectly dry, and no rain had 
fallen all day ! That member was Stephen Smith. 

ANOTHER ACCOUNT. 

July 10th. — ^The stormy horizon was eagerly scanned by 
a solitary member, who, concluding that the Blackheath- 
Sub-Dist.-Deputy-Dist.-Capt. had taken his men to the 
Beckenham sports, started from Old Lewisham Ghurch at 
4.20 p.m., for a Glub run on his own account, consumed a 
depressingly solitary tea at the " Bell," Bromley, and as he 
watched the leaden sky and the falling rain from the inn 
''parlour," parodied feelingly somebody's ode on ''Robinson 
Crusoe " — his fellow suflFerer : — 

"Oh solitude, where is the fan 
Some velociinen find in thy f aoe ; 
Better ride to a Betchworth Clnb Bim 
Th«n dwell in this horrible pUoe. 

Present: Ashley Barrett. 



We are requested by the Hon. Sea to give publication 
to the following letter, which has been reoeiyed hy him :«— 

''l^DeVereGwdens, 

" Eeniington Pakoe, W., 

« 9th Jnly, 1880. 

** DsiB SzB,— Though not having the pkifare of knowing any of 
your Club personally, but hearing that some of your members are in 
the habit of going for touring trips, I beg to trouble you on the follow* 
Ing matter. I and two friends have arranged to go for a week or ten 
days* run early in August, over in Normandy, and with a liew to 
increasing our party to, say, five or six, I write to you on the cfaanoes 
of some of your members feeling disposed to join us. 

" The route is not definitely settled yet, but we propose starting from 
Dieppe to Bonen, on to Elboeuf, Evreuz, Bemay, Caen, Trouyille, and 
home from HAvre, This is, of course, only a very rough outline, and 
any suggestions from any of your members would be very aooeptaUe. 

" The object of the trip being for cmuiement, and to obtain an idea of 
the country, we should abstain from all * riding against time^' etc., and 
not make too long journeys. 

'* Should any of your Club feel disposed to join us, I shall feel most 
happy to arrange a meeting, and discuss the matter together. 

« An early reply wffl greatly oblige.— Youn tru^, 
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FIXTURES FOR CLUB MEETS. 






Data. 


N.E. 


N.W. 


W. 


S.W. 


S.E. 
Croydon Division. 


B.K. 
Blaekheath Divinon 


1 ■ 


8.80 Lea Bridge 
Boad, 8.46 Sy 
born's Comer for 
Izigaiertone. 
V 


8.45 '' Jack Straw'a 
Caitle*' for loken- 
haiii. 


8.45 Harleaden 
Green for Wat- 
ford. 


4.0 "Griffin," King, 
eton, for Beigate. 
Meet S.E. 


4.10 Central Croy. 
don Stotion for 
Beigate. MeetaW. 
ftBlackheathBiT. 


8.80 Old Lewidiam 
Church for Beigate 
Meet S.W, and 
Chroydon Division. 



July 24th.— An Districts mn to Ewell, time and place of starting to be published in the Gaziri. 
July 81st — No Official Bnn on aoooant of Bank Holiday. 



BECKENHAM CRICKET CLUB SPORTS. 
Two Mile Bicycle Race (Open). . 
First two in each heat to ride in the final 

Heat 1 : S. Colder, Brixton B.C., 230 yards start, first ; 
W. Brown, Kent B.C., 140, second ; W. W. Scott, Imperial 
B.C„ 260, third ; W. T. Thorn, London B.C., 70, ; F. T. 
Buckingham, Strollers B.C., 175, ; H. C. Chater, Becken- 
ham B.C., 200, ; J. Leake, Forest Hill B.C., 215, ; 
F. C. Berington, Temple B.C., 250, ; J. E. Wood, Lewis- 
ham B.C., 270, ; H. Qriflfin, B.T.C,, 300, 0. Won hy fifty 
yards, thirty between second and third. Time 7 min. 
39} sec. 

Heat 2 : A. Herbert^ London B.C., 175 yards start, first ; 
W. Wyndham, London B.C., 100, second ; J. W. Sharpe, 
Croydon B.C., 145, third; H. Gardner, Pelham B.C., 200, 0; 
R 1). Todd, L.A.C., 230, ; A. Pemberton, Surrey B.C., 
250, ; W. J. P. Peacock, Croydon B.C., 260, ; John 
Gandon, Pelham B.C., 275, 0. Won by twenty yards : 
third man beaten off. Time 7 min. 49 sec. 

Heat 3 : A. D. Butler, London B.C., 350 yards start* 
first; C. £ Liles, Temple B.C., scratch, second; Hugh 
Maltby, Beckenham B.C., 220, third; P. Shaipe, West- 
bourne B.C., 200, ; W. Skinner, Surrey United B.C., 230, 
; T. Potter, Beckenham B.C., 260, ; C. S. Spooner, 
Druids B.C., 275, 0. Won by forty 3rards : same between 
second and third. Time 7 min. If sec. 

Heat 4 : R. H. Whiffen, Pelham B.C., 285 yards start, 
first ; C. A. Watkins, Surrey United B.C., 200, t; H. Jones, 
Lee Rovers B.C., 260, t ; A. D. Robinson,;Uxbridge B.C., 
160, 0; A. R Reed, Kent B.C., 240, 0; J. Sampson, 
Beckenham B.C., 350, 0. Won by 100 yards : dead heat 
for second. Time 7 min. 53f sec. 

Heat 5 : G. L. Hillier, L.A.C., 80 yards start, first ; 
C. D. Vesey, Surrey B.C., 260, second; A. Whitaker, 
Croydon B.C., 255, third ; T. M. Gale, Kent B.C., 170, ; 
M. C. Madeod, Beckenham C.C, 200, 0; E. A. Crabb, 
Norwood B.C., 210, 0; J. Drew, introduced, 250, 0; C. W. 
Sutherland, Beckenham B.C., 350, 0. Won by three yards; 
same between second and third. Time 7 min 44 sec. 

Final Heat: Hillier, first; Qolder, second; Vesey, third; 
Brown, 0; Herbert, 0; Wyndham, 0; Butler, 0; Whiffen, 0; 
Watkins, ; Jones, 0. Won by thirty yards ; twenty-fiye 
yards between second and third. Time 6 min. 30f sec. 



BICYCLE UNION AMATEUR CHAMPIONSHIPS. 
(From the'' Field:') 

The last of the four races held by the Bicycle Union, and 
for the winners of which are claimed the titles of amateur 
champions at the various distances, was ridden at Stamford 
Bridge on Thursday, 8th instant. For this race of fifty 
miles, the largest of the four, twelve names were received. 
Unfortunately three of the best men were absentees ; but, 
in spite of this, the contest was not permitted to d^enerate 
into a ride over. Cortis, who won all the four races in 1879, 
has firequently exhibited good staying powers, and this race 
was regarded from the first as his or Osborne's. Osborne is 
also known as a long-distance rider, and it seemed by no 
means improbable that he might be able to outstay his 
more speedy rival ; but it proved otherwise, and Cortis once 
more bore off the palm, and thus placed three out of the 
four events to his credit, he having been successful at five, 
twenty-five, and fifty miles, and been beaten at one mile by 
C. R Liles. The weather on Thursday evening was cool, 
and a sharp shower fell towards the close of the race. The 
path was in excellent condition, but a firesh wind blew 
throughout Cortis faQed to improve on the time he made 
for this distance last year, but he finished within ten seconds 
of it. The attendance was somewhat spare, which is hardly 
to be wondered at considering the little excitement de- 
rivable from a race of this duration. 

The starters were : H. L. Cortis, Wanderers B.C. ; H. 
Osborne, Surrey B.C. ; J. F. Griffith, Surrey B.C. ; A. P. C. 
Percival, Wanderers B.C. ; O. L. Hillier, Stanley B.C. ; 
A. Tarling, Pickwick B.C. ; S. Kemp, Pickwick B.C. ; C. D. 
Vesey, Surrey B.C. ; and G. R. Oxx, Surrey B.C. The 
names of W. T. Thorn, C. R Liles, and R S. Hassall ap- 
peared on the card, but they did not start 

On settling down, Hillier went on and cut out the pace. 
At one time he took a lead of one hundred and fifty yards ; 
he retained his position until the last lap of the fifth mile, 
when the others came up, and Griffith headed him, and led 
at five miles in 16 min. 37 sec. Towards the end of the 
fifth mile Oxx was overkpped, and early in the sixth 
Hillier gave up. Griffith did most of the leading, and 
finished ten miles first by forty yards in 34 min. 2 sec. He 
increased this in the next mile to one hundred -and twenty 
yards, evidently intent on placing a lap to his credit, but 
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he shortly afterwards fell back, and relinquished the lead 
in fayonr of Cortis, whose time for fifteen miles was 50 min. 
56 sec. Cortis led also at twenty miles — time 1 h. 9 min. 
31j sec. — ^when the pace^dropped somewhat, and Tarling, 
who had fallen a lap behind, went on and nearly succeeded 
in recovering it. At twenty-three miles Percival gave up 
when a lap and a half in the rear, and Tarling also dis- 
mounted. As *they passed the post for twenty-five miles, 
time 1 h. 27 min. 42 sec., Cortis, who was leading, sud- 
denly i:Tished away, and kept up a fast pace for nearly three 
miles. He covered the twenty-sixth mile in 2 min. 58 sec, 
lapping Eemp in the four rounds. Osborne held him 
longest, Griffith next. Towards the end of the twenty- 
seventh mile Griffith went past Osborne, who, being then 
three-fourths of a lap behind, eased, and Cortis ran up to 
him, a lap to the good. Griffith kept on, also lapping 
Osborne, Eemp having given up at the twenty -sixth mile. 
In the twenty-ninth mile Oxx, the only other one in iti 
gave up when about three miles behind. Cortis led at 
thirty miles, his time being 1 h. 44 min. 1 sec, shortly after 
which Osborne, having four hundred and forty yards to 
recover, went in front and made the pace. He kept this 
up mile after mile, and as they neared the finish made one 
or two attempts to get away, but Cortis kept with him 
throughout. Thirty-five miles was covered in 2 h. 1 min. 
28 sec., forty miles in 2 h. 19 min. 24 sec, and 45 miles in 
2 h. 38 min. 14 sec. Griffith here dropped away, and in a 
few miles the others gained a lap on him, Cortis then leading 
both his opponents by one circuit of the ground. In the 
last mile Griffith fell still further in the rear, the others 
keeping together. Going round the last lap the pace im- 
proved, Osborne trying to pass, but Cortis spurted in, 
winning by a length in addition to the lap he bad placed 
to his credit. Griffith another half circuit behind. Time, 
2 h. 56 min. 11} sec. Osborne eased up, but was induced 
to go on and finish, which he didin 2 h.'57 min. 16 sec, and 
Griffith's time was taken as 2 h. 57 min. 53 sec. 



EXCHANGE LIST. 

54-in. plated Thompson's mile gauge, cost £2 2s., price 
32s. ; plated Salsbury head-lamp, cost £1b Is., price 138., 
or both together £2, — St. John Byan, Teddington. 

For Sale, 56-in. "Humber" Racer; japanned; hollow 
forks, ball bearings to both wheels, and all the very latest 
improvements. Price only ^18. — ^Apply to Wadham 
Wyndham, Beigate. 



RACING FIXTURES. 
July 17th. — Gresham Athletic Club, Stamford Bridge. 
July 2l8t. — Eastbourne B.C. Race Meeting. Three open 

Amateur events. 
July 24th. — Lombard B.C. Bace Meeting, Catford Bridge. 
July 24th. — ^West of England Bicycle Meet and Races, 

Zoological Gardens, Clifton, Bristol. 



STRAY NOTES. 

It is very much to be hoped that the supply of racing 
men will continue to be equal to the demand. Thorn and 
Cleaver, two of our best men, are selling off and have 
quitted the path, possibly for good. It is rumoured also 
that one or two more good men will follow their lead. 
Against this we can set the fact that A. D. Butler and C. 
E. Parker, both of whom have shown they possess consider- 
able power, have taken to racing. The latter has purchased 

a racer and gone to Surbiton to train. 

^ « • • • • • 

Anyone who desires a charming ride, with pretty 
glimpses of water and an undulating, road, should run down 
to' Southend, via Stifford, Stanford-le-Hope, and Hadleigh. 
It is a road but little known or frequented save by wheel- 
men, since the fish which used to be carried over it from 
Southend to town is now entirely conveyed by train. 
Othello-like, its occupation is gone, which makes it so 

much the better for our purpose. 

• ••••• 

It was rather rough on our Editor for the compositor to 
compare the former gentleman's caligraphy to the meaning- 
less meanderings of a peripatetic ink-bedraggled centipede. 
Could the word centipede be possibly a covert allusion to 

the late Bath Race? 

• ••••• 

The N.E. District Captain says that if the suggestion 
by "Someone" at the S.E. photographic-water-party to 
utilize certain geese as a background of his N.E. men, is 
based only on the proved ability of the latter to cross the 
river, he is obliged for the compliment, but if any other 
imputation is intended, he doesn't think the S.K will much 

enjoy their tea at Purfleet on September 18th. 

• ••••• 

A " Welsh Eight " is to follow those of France and the 
Rhine this summer. It will possess certain novel elements 

which will cause us to regard its progress with interest. 

• • * • • • 

Dr. Langmore must ride a very easy-going cob, since the 
dozen new-laid eggs which he carried home on Saturday 
evening from Chenies, lashed to his back in a cigar box, 
were positively uninjured by the N.W. macadam, which 
forms too often little better than what Mark Twain's Tramp 

Abroad calls " a beastly sarcasm of a road." 

• ••••• 

I am told the Editor has secured a most excellent brand 

of cigars for the Sticking Bee. 

• ••••• 

T* Northern Guide, his latest joke. Of course, as might 
be expected from a Scotchman, it was of an eminently 
practical character. It consisted in taking seven unsus- 
pecting victims from Hampstead to the village of Chenies 
via Northolt, Ruislip, Harefield, and the d — I beg 
pardon, I mean the N.G. — only knows where ; along the 
beds of torrents, down murderous declivities, and up pre- 
cipitous cliffs, arriving at our destination at eight some- 
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thing p.m., all thoroughly famished except the N.O. 

himself, who had taken the precaution of oiling his bearings 

copiously before starting. 

• ••••• 

Chenies is a very pretty place, and the tea was excellent, 
but unless he pledges his word beforehand that he does 
not intend to go by way of Amersham and Ghesham 
the D.G. shall not be followed by 

L'hommb qui bit. 



Hong Kong, 26th May, 1880. 

Sib, — I reached this part of the British Empire this 
morning, and went to see A. P. Stokes, who seems to 
be in very good health. He lent me your issue of the 
2nd April, where I read a letter signed " Amythaon," and, 
at the risk of reyiving a stale subject, wish to state that at 
the Treasury Offices, situate at Walthamstow, in the county 
of Essex, there is a large and varied assortment of good, 
bad, and indifferent bicycles, comprising : 
Lot 1.— A very yaluable 56-inch, machine, by those eminent 

makers, Stassen and Son, weight about 55} lbs. ; has been 

known to kick, and should be only ridden by competent 

persons. 
Lot 2. — ^A valuable 54-inch machine, by the same firm, 

weight about 63 lb., warranted quiet ; dead heat for fourth 

place in first Bath Trial. 
Lot 8. — ^A good safe 40-inch machine, by Beck, with 

wooden wheels, tyres of red rubber, 2 inches in diameter, 

warranted safe and sound for bunting ; weight unknown, 

supposed under one ton. 
Lot 4. — ^A 36-inch boneshaker, by Beck, who has done 

good work for some years, and is believed to be still 

quiet in double or single harness ; has been to Paris by 

road and sea. 
Lot 5. — ^An old crock, was once a " Special Challenge," 

56-iuches, with trailing brake, by Singer and Co. ; well 

known on the Bath Road and at Stamford Bridge ; has 

made the journey from London to Bath under three 

hours. 

Any of these valuable properties can be had on a short 
lease on application being sent in proper form to the N.E. 
District Captain's Substitute, stating object and length of 
time for which required. Members must bring their own 
lamps, the stock consisting of one Salsbury, a candle lamp 
that does not bum, and a small brass lamp to &8ten to the 
coat, which bums the coat and makes smoke in your face. 

In the same issue " W.XW." replies to a letter from 
" Momus" about the race for the District Challenge Cup. 
My sympathies go most heartily with the reply, and I 
believe that race is appreciated in the first place for the 
"looksee," as we say in China, and then the spectators 
seem to have special interest in it, as, whether Club men, 
their sisters, cousins, or aunts, or visitors outside the 



Club, they mostly live within the boundary of one of our 
Districts, and feel themselves represented. 

I must send you a report of the health of the L.B.C. 
China Contingent in another letter, but do not like the 
opportunity to be missed of offering members the use of 
the thoroughbreds mentioned above. 

With best regards to you and your co-members, I am 
your obedient servant, 

Fbakcis Godleb. 

P.S. — ^If members want any friends looked up in 
Australia, New Zealand, Ceylon, India, or elsewhere, they 
had better give me timely notice ; the Captain or Treasurer 
will have my address. F.G. 



THE SUNDAY QUESTION. 
To the Editor qf the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 

Sib, — ^In the Gazette of 9th July I notice a letter signed 
by "Paterfamilias," on the question of Sunday riding. 
Without questioning the friendly feeling of the writer, I 
cannot but think that his letter demands an answer. 

" Paterfamilias " at once disclaims the only ground of 
argument that can entitle an objection of this kind to silent 
respect, I mean religious prejudice, and proceeds to take 
his stand on a point that seems to me altogether objection- 
able. His letter implies that members of the LB.C., how- 
ever hardly worked during the wedc, should abstain horn 
the bicycle on Sundays because, forsooth, they ought to fear 
to be confounded with the class which your correepondent 
somewhat uncharitably calls " the shop-boy and the cad." 

" Paterfamilias," perhaps, as a member of the " higher 
class of society," may have the power of taking holidays on 
days not profaned by " 'Any ;" we would, however, remind 
him that the majority of us, members of the L.B.C., are 
unable to do so— if we except the very partial holiday 
afforded by a business man's Saturday. 

We might also point out to him that, as a mle, members 
of our Club need not fear to be confounded with " 'Arry on 
wheels," whose peculiarities of riding and costume are 
hardly such as to find favour with the L.B.C. In conclu- 
sion, we would hope that no L.B.C. men will ever be ashamed 
of sharing a holiday with the despised "shop-boy and cad," 
any more than with " the ox and the ass," whom the fourth 
commandment makes associates of our Sabbath. — I am, etc. 
Douglas Smith, D.B.B.a & L.B.C. 

P.S. — I had forgotten to say that if " Paterfamilias " has 
seen the L.B.C. badge worn on Sunday, our indefatigable 
Committee would, I am sure, be glad of any particular 
information that may bring to their cognizance the offender, 
and give them an opportunity of enforcing one of the most 
excellent of our Bules. 

9, Morden Road, Blackheath, 
July 10, 1880. 
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To ike Editor of the London Bicycle Club GazeUe. 

Sir, — I have read the letter of " Paterfamilias " in your 
last with considerable satisfaction for two somewhat dis- 
similar reasons. 

Firstly, because it shows that the Committee, in making 
their rule about wearing badges on Sunday, were following 
a wise policy. They withdrew the Club, 03 a Club, from 
the danger of collision with the opinions of a large number 
of influential people, while the privation inflicted by the 
observance of the rule is infinitesimal. 

Secondly, because it rests the objection to Sunday riding 
on grounds which are open to refutation, and this is the 
more satisfactory that one cannot but suspect these to be 
really the grounds on which nine people out of ten object, 
though they, unlike your correspondent, have not the candour 
to say so. With people who sincerely object on religious 
grounds argument is all but useless, but your correspondent 
appeals in reality to nothing more than fashion. A few 
years ago it might have been asked, with equal cogency, 
" Do members of the higher classes of society walk in Hyde 
Park on Sunday? Is it not left for the shop-boy and the 
shop-girl to avail themselves of the privilege ? " This year, 
however, we learn the professional beauties and their train 
make their rendezvous each Sabbath-day at the Achilles 
statue. 

So, for all we know, in a few years promenading on 
wheels may be the correct thing, and Wisley Lake be as 
well known as the Serpentine. 

Meantime, sir, why should we, as individiMls, wait the 
caprice of those fortunate mortals who can make holiday 
any day of the week ? Most of us, like " 'Arry," have 
Sunday for our only whole holiday. Professional men, 
lawyers, merchants, bankers, stockbrokers, andjtheir clerks, 
do not, because they happen to be gentlemen, get much 
more time for recreation than shopkeepers and their assist- 
ants, and if we do as much work as " 'Any,** and are too 
proud to take as much play, all I can say is, " So much the 
better for ' 'Arry,' and the more fools we." 

Surely, instead of trying, like earthen pots with brass, to 
float through the locks of life in company with those who 
have not to work for their living, it would be far better to 
boldly cast in our lot with our humbler fellow-workers, and 
say to them by our example, '* We work when you do, we 
play when you do, but we are not a public nuisance." — 
Tours, eta, A Wobkinq Gsntlbmait. 

[The Editor will be glad if correspondents will not write 
further on tkis topic, which was thrashed out very tho- 
roughly on a former occasion. On the principle of attdi 
alterem partem he has inserted two temperately expressed 
letters in this issue, but regrets he can not publish others 
received in reference to the same question.] 



To the Editor qf the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 
SiK, — It is quite painful to see how easily ''L'Homme 



qui Rit" is beguiled into the trap laid for him by his crafty 
correspondent " Philologus." 

' Is it possible that he can be ignorant that Vdodman is 
not in any way applicable to the genus cydenset and f&r 
from being the hybrid word he describes, it is of pure Latin 
origin, having its derivation from velox and mawus, thus 
denoting a different motive power from the Velocipede, 

The original Velociman was a fearsome machine, worked 
after the manner of the paddles of a steamer, by the biceps 
of any rash rider who dared to venture thereon ; it might 
have been seen, a few years ago, in one of the by-ways of the 
Borough. I trust it is not unnecessarily occupying your 
valuable space to correct so palpable a blunder. — I am, Sir^ 
yours truly, ErrcHUBMOirs. 

BATH TRIAL. 
To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 

Sir,— If '' Irish Challenge's " suggestion as to altering 
the course of the Bath Trial were adopted, no doubt we 
should have a splendid level 100 miles ; but I venture to 
think it would be very unwise to make the proposed change, 
for all idea of a Road Trial would be at an end, and it would 
be simply an out-and-out race, which had far better be run 
at Stamford Bridge. The object of the Trial is not to find 
out the fastest rider on a racing path, but to test the road- 
riding qualities of our members over a fair average road, 
with hiUs, rough surfaces, etc. 

I feel sure that no better course could have been selected, 
and I hope we shall not hear of any more suggested altera- 
tions, either in the road or in the day, but that those who 
have hitherto failed will make up their minds to try again, 
and not propose altering the conditions so as to suit their 
requirements. — ^Tours truly, Suogbssful at Last. 



To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 
Sib, — If, as we have heard, the Bath Race is a test of 
one's endurance in Road-riding, it surely is not a fair 
critique if the road is altered so as to have, comparatively 
speaking, no hill at all. ^ If the suggestion of " Irbh 
Challenge " is to be seriously thought of, would it not at 
the same time be advisable to consider whether the Stam- 
ford Bridge Grounds could not be hired for next Whit 
Monday ? The surface would be all that is wanted, and your 
correspondent "Irish Challenge" need not fear as to having 
a head-wind all the way ; there would be plenty of variety 
on that score. Of course in this case the Trial loses its 
aforesaid character, and would simply become an ordinary 
race, something like the Agricultural Hall ones. But, 
joking aside, there are many men who benefit by the hills, 
especially those with small machines, therefore Box and 
Marlboro' Hills are valuable adjuncts to the course ; but 
perhaps "Irish Challenge" is right, the latter hills are,* 
there is no denying, very trying, especially on a 70-pounder 
machina No wonder its rider was hoping (a few numbers 
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back) " for heavy roada, and a spanking sonth-west wind." 
The best idea yet suggested is undoubtedly that of Mr. 
R. G. Francis, as to presenting the first man in with the 
Enamelled Medal, regardless of time. This would ineyit- 
ably secure a race, however bad the weather. The L.B.G. 
"Bath Trial" has become a well-known contest in bicycling 
affairs, so let us hope it will not be altered because a few 
good hills pump those not equal to the occasion. Judging 
from our present experience, the odds are two to one on 
our having fiEkvourable weather next Whit Monday, unless 
the " clerk of the weather " plays the " common or 
domestic." If the course is altered, how sold we should 
feel, fine weather ensuing for the next race or two. — ^Tours 
truly, X. 

To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 

Sib,— I cannot allow " W.X.W.'s " letter, in last number, 
to close (?) the Bath Trial question without joining issue 
with him on some of his conclusions. That the race could 
have been accomplished within ten hours has been proved 
impossible, not only by all those who started therein, but by 
eveiy bicyclist who faced the gale on last Whit Monday ; 
so far from Butler and Wjrnne having expressed a contrary 
opinion, both have repeatedly declared, and in my presence,, 
that such a feat was utterly impracticable, Butler naming 
ten hours and fifteen minutes as his idea of the lowest limit. 
We are pretty nearly all agreed that a second race this 
season would be difficult to carry out ; equally so, that the 
Bath competitors of this year have been hardly dealt wifch 
by fate and the elements. I disagree with " W.X.W." in 
his reasoning as to the real intent of the Bath Bace and the 
contest for the medals, and I cannot do better than quote 
the letter of " Marlborough Hill" on this subject — "Our 
object, I think, should be not to withhold these medals, but 
rather to encourage their distribution by affording annually 
a/atV chance for their attainments ' 

Should the number of starters in next year's race be under 
the usual average, then I say the disappointed of 1880 
would have little to complain of; but if, on the other hand, 
as indeed is more than probable, they would have to contend 
for their medals against a larger field, the trial becomes 
obviously unfair and unjust in its operation, and I un- 
hesitatingly assert, and have good reason to know, that this 
opinion is shared in by the vast majority of the Club. I 
am at a loss to understand whence " W.X.W." has derived 
his idea that " to make a medal a certainty for everyone 
who starts would not be conducive to the honour and 
dignity of the L.B.C." No one, surely, ever mooted so 
absurd a notion. " A fair field and no fawur " — B,fair 
chance of earning his medal — is all that any competitor can 
expect or desire. I am only expressing the feeling of very 
many members when I say, that we have looked for and 
still expect some feasible suggestion from th^'Committee on 
the subject ; and it is generally felt that in the event of an 



unusually numerous field next year some extra medals 
ought to be raced for, subject, however, to restricticms 
which are self-evidoit, and which I need not here 
indicate.— I am, etc, "Brbfhbt." 



To the Editor qfthe London Bicycle Club Gazette. 

Sm,— I cannot agree with "W.X.W." when he 
says *' The argument of ' Marlbovough Hill ' as to Thorn, 
Cortis, and others not ^tting in, is met by the fact that 
in 1879, which he considers &ir. Thorn and Falconer were 
in the same plight." I believe, and I am confident I am 
not singular in my belief, tiiat Thorn and Falconer only 
lost the race bv want of judgment in forcing the pace early 
in the race. No one doubts, I am^ sure, that in '79 they 
could have got in amoi^t the first ten, while in 1880, 
Thorn, Wynne, Potter, W. A. Smith, Butler, and last, but 
not least, the amateur champion, were unable to complete 
the distance in the required tima This, I contend, proves 
that the race this year was infinitely harder than the race 
in 1879, for in 1880, six well-known cracks were beaten, 
while the year before only two were. It would be very 
easy for two men, who were trying to cut each other down, 
to lose a race by want of juclgment, but it is improbable 
that six men would do so. 

" W.X.W " also says that in spite of only three medals 
going in '79 the 1880 start was not very unusual * but if 
the ten medals had gone in 79 the starters would have 
been fewer, for no less than twelve men who took part in 
the '79 trial started this year. If, therefore, in '79, three 
medals were won, and twelve of 1879 men started in 1880, 
how much more likely it is that 1881 will be a hard race, 
when no medals were won in 1880, and consequently the 
1881 men must expect to start against a proportionately 
larger number of previous starters. 

Your correspondent also says he does not think the Bath 
Trial was meant for a pass examination. In this I must 
differ from him. I think it was, and the only reason the 
number was limited was on account of funds — the Gonunittee 
very prudently being warned by the unpleasant predicament 
a well-known athletic club had fallen into, through not 
limiting medals given in a somewhat similar contest. I 
would suggest that the chairman of the Committee which 
sat at the time the original Bath Trial Bill was passed 
should give us his opinion as to whether the Trial was 
meant as a pass exam, or not 

Taking into consideration all the circumstances^ I think 
it would be well if some concession were made to the 
starters in 1881,as they|Will no doubt have many 1879 and 
1880 men amongst them. — I am, etc. Eappa. 

' ■■ ■ —— 

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS- 
"Mentob," "Alpha," and "X,"— We r^et we are 
unable to insert your letters on the Sunday ridmg question. 

NOTICE TO CORBESPONDENTa 
AU contribntions mnst be addresBed to *' The Editor, L.B.C. Gaiette, 
85, Eastchesp, E.C.," and most bear the name of Uie author, though not 
necessarily for insertion. They mnst be written on one aide of the 
paper only, and, if immediate insertion is desired, must be reodred not 
later than Wednesday morning, Messrs. Darling snpply portfolios in 
which nnboimd copies of the Gazette may be kept ; cost is 1&. ; stunped 
on outside with the Club badge. There are stiU a few oorers for 1878, 
and members can be supplied with back numbers of the Gazette at the 
cost of Id. each. 
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COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee held on Monday, the 
19th inst., the following gentlemen were elected meifibers 
of the Club :— 

Name and Address. Prsposer. 8«coBder. 

Maynard Hugh Jephson, Id, Norham 

Gardens, Oxford, and Hertford ColL, 

Oxford D. B. Smith H. R. Reynolds 

Spencer Mtunch Mumby,SpringGardens, 

Gosport L. P. Mmnby A. L. Radford. 

The resignation of Mr. W. H. Macmillan was accepted 
as from January last. 

The discussion on the Bath Trial was continued, and a 
motion made, that at the next Annual General Meeting the 
Committee should recommend that the regulations governing 
the Trial be altered, so as to provide that for the year 1881, 
if the number of starters exceed twenty-six (the average 
number of starters for the last three years), an additional 
Medal over and above the usual ten MedsJs be given for 
every three such additional starters — but the total number 
of Medals given not to exceed fifteen. The motion was 
eventually put to the meeting and negatived. 

The Honorary Secretary reported that he had received 
only eleven entries for the Club Handicap, to be held at 
Surbiton on the 22nd instant ; it was accordingly decided 
to postpone the meeting sine die. 



It is with very much regret that we have to record the 
very sudden death of Earl Kintore, the father of our Pre- 
sident, the Hon. Ion Eeith-Falconer. 



GENERAL MEET.-IMPOJRTANT, 

The arrangements for the General Meet are as follows : — 

N.E. leave Lea Bridge Road at 3 o'clock, sharp (nomeet 
at Sybom's Comer), and ride vid ** Jack Straw's Castle," 
where they should meet the N.W. 

N. W. leave " Jack Straw's Castle " at 4, and ride vid 
Eew with the N.E., where both districts should meet the 
West. 

W. and S.W. leave "Coach and Horses," Kew, at 5 
o'clock, and ride with the N.E. and N.W. to Ewell. 

S.E. Blackheath Division leave Old Lewisham Church 
at 3.30, and ride to Central Croydon Station, where the 
Croydon Division meet at 4.30, and the two ride together 
to Ewell. 

Arrangements are being made for tea, about 6.30, at the 
" Glyn Arms," where members will remember we were so 
well treated last year. 

The N.W. District Captain, N. B. Morris, very kindly 
offers to house any machines at Oak Hill House for mem- 
bers who cannot reach " Jack Straw's " in time, and will 
also provide dressing-room. 

As it is rather important that time should be kept, no 
District is expected to give more than ten minutes' grace to 
any other ; and this is the more necessary as some of the 
smaller Districts are a little uncertain at times. 

I hope the prospects of a good moon and good roads will 
induce members to turn out in force, and that the 
Northerners in particular will make a good show for their 
first Southern trip. 
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I should, perhaps, mention that the regulation which 
has been made for some General Meets, that one attendance 
only is scored, does not apply to this one, as both journeys 
are quite possible for most members. 

Theo. Godlbe, Captab. 



CLUB HANDICAP. 

The experiment has failed. By this time members will 
have received the notice that the Committee have been 
obliged to give up the Handicap. The number of entries 
received was so very small that it would have been simply 
ridiculous to hold the meeting. An apology is due to those 
who had entered, but perhaps it is rather apology of the 
Club than of the Committee. 

We cannot but regret that members have not taken the 
opportunity offered them of a try at racing, but while we 
admit ourselves beaten we are by no means disheartened, 
and we trust that our successors, whoever they may be next 
year, will make the experiment once more and with better 
success. If not we seem confronted with the awkward fact 
that while some of our best men are leaving the track new 
men do not seem ready to come forward and fill their 
places, a result which cannot be a satisfactory one to con- 
template. Thxo. Godlee, Captain. 



ANNUAL RACE MEETING, 1880. 

Although it is more than a month since the date of the 
meeting, several members have, still failed to pay for their 
tickets. I cannot help thinking that these gentlemen 
must be quite unaware of the amount of inconvenience 
and trouble their neglect causes, and I would remind them 
that the Officers of the Club have quite enough work thrown 
on them by a race meeting, without having it unnecessarily 
added to. 

I have again urgently to ask those members who have 
not yet done so to forward me their unused tickets, with 
payment for those used, without further delay. 

P.O.O.'s to be made payable at the Chief Office. 

Herbbbt R. Boygb, Hon. Sec. 

35, Warrington Crescent, W. 
22nd July, 1880. 



THE AMENITIES OF MIDDLESEX. 
Last Saturday I decided to desert my native tracks and 
accept an invitation to ride in the N.W., and see what the 
Middlesex lanes, of which I had heard so much, were like. 
It is not my intention to recapitulate the details of the 
Club run ; another and abler pen than mine will do that, 
and there is another reason. I left with a goodly company 
the familiar regions of Hampstead Heath, and for a mile or 
so I was on well-known ground, but after about two miles 
I simply could not say where I went ; charming lanes — ^where 
your machine seems to be the motive power and yourself 



merely a somewhat useless adjunct — ^followed in rapid mc- 
cession, uphill and downhill, and round all sorts of turns 
and corners. I went in simple obedience to orders ; but I 
think, if I attempted to describe my route, the pati«it 
reader would suppose I was painfully describing a Saturday 
afternoon spent in the maze at Hampton Court It is true 
we reached a plaee where you might have any given quan- 
tity of splendid milk for one penny, but I have promised 
not to tell the way there, which I did with the easaeet 
possible conscience, because I could not for the life of me 
find it again ; and it is also undoubted that we had a moet 
charming bathe in something called a reservoir, which I 
should I am afraid mistake for a loch if 1 met it iu the 
wilds of Scotland, or any such place— and then Ickenham 
— a garden where it was said that an unlimited licence was 
given to help oneself firom the fruit-trees, and where the one 
idea was to keep on supplying as much as possible of every-> 
thing/or one shilling. Then we started back by some entirely 
different route, turning up most unexpectedly firom quite the 
wrong direction at the place we had started {^m in the earlier 
part of the day, and so reaching Hampstead, where the 
clerk of the weather, having seen the N. W. men safe home, 
forgot my humble self and turned on a smart storm. How- 
ever, this was not very much of an affair, so about 11.55 
p.m. I left for a ten miles ride with the knowledge that my 
parental mansion closed at one o'clock. All went well for 
a very short tinn n a nd then a flicker — and out went my 
paraffin lamp ! It was no uise trying to light it, as clearly 
there was no oil, s> I wished myself at home and mounted. 
At first the wild horses of the county, which appear to 
firequent the dai^est roads, tooubled me somewhat, but 
when I emerged into gaslight these, like so many phantoms, 
disappeared, and I rode on, fearing to be run in or other- 
wise molested, but cheerful enough to wish more than one 
ix)liceman good evening, and pass on unharmed. So far so 
good, but worse was coming in Homsey — a shout, a rush, 
and a member of the force had my machine firmly in 
hand, and somewhat unceremoniously shook me off and 
demanded my name and address. It was not quite the 
sort of thing I am^used to, but as my night's rest seemed 
at least doubtful I determined to mi^e the best of it^ and 
handed him my card, which I may perhaps observe does 
not tell anyone my address. I then tried an appeal to his 
better feelings, rq>resented that my lamp was gone out, 
that it was late, which was true, that I should be unable 
to get to bed all night. He remained stem. Then, 
changing my tone, I informed him that I lived in 
a free country where no such tyrannous rules exist I 
mentioned the " Highways Act of 1878," " the powers 
of the magistrates to make bye-laws," the parliamentary 
opposition to the Act in its infancy by "intrB^ves" The 
policeman changed his tone — ^I rather think he thought he 
had caught a tartar, and the sooner he got quit of him the 
better. He hoped he had not hurt me. He rather begged 
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than ordered me not to ride, and he promised, without fee, 
to say nothing more about it So we parted, I submiasiyely 
running by my machine as I left him, and contemplating a 
further bieacb of the law. But fortunately, if they are 
blessed with bje-laws, our Middlesex brethren have ako 
compensating advantages. I scanned with care, but in vain, 
the house of a N.E. member as I passed it, but all was 
dark, when a few yurds on I saw a light This was Sunday 
morning, and about a quarter to one ; but there was a 
small general goods and blacking shop, all as light as 
need be. It was the work of a moment to apply for a 
supply of oil, and as it was Sunday we will not say pay 
for it, but leave a small token of regard ; and then away 
I went over roads which did not, I admit, remind me of 
my afternoon's ride, but which were not bad enough to put 
out my light in spite of Tottenham tram lines ; but it was 
with a sigh of relief that I crossed the border and left all 
bye-laws and their consequences behind, just reaching my 
destination before the last light was extinguished. 

An Essex Mbmbbb. 



SATURDAY RUNS. 
N.E. District. 



Three men came to the meet at the top of the Lea Bridge 
Road on Saturday last, and thoughtfully went round by 
their District Captain's diggings at LeyteMlone, just as he 
was starting. We then rode through Waostead and Wood- 
ford Bridge to Ghigwell, where a halt was made for five 
minutes, in the hope that other members might turn up. 
Riding through Abridge, we turned to the right about a 
mile past Tassingford Bridge, and by Shonks Mill to 
Navestock. As it was very sultry it was. decided to alter 
the destination ot the run to Dudbrook, the seat of Lord 
Carlingford, where there is a splendid lake many acres in 
extent Borrowing towels from the landlady, the N.E. 
District, with the exception of one self-willed member, who, 
we suppose, preferred the society of the venerable hostess to 
the attractions of racing with " Jack Roach " in his own 
element, mounted their machines and started away down a 
charming winding lane for a couple of miles, until the 
musical sound of mowing machines at work betokened the 
vicinity of the domain of the aforesaid illustrious lord. 
After riding through sundry gateways and kneedeep 
wheeling our machines through the new-mown grass, 
we eame to the banks of "Carlingfbrd Lough :*' its 
phcid bosom unruffled in the summer afternoon sun. 
Leaving the Bi.'s against a boat-house, we were speedily 
disporting ourselves in the pellucid stream, amusing 
ourselves by diving to the bottom in the deepest part 
in search of swan's ^ggs and other curiosities. By the 
time we got back to tea at Navestock we found that our 
solitary friend had been joined by a visitor, who had ridden 
down from the centre of civiUsation without a dismount. 



and we hope soon to see this gentleman proudly wearing 
the badge of the L.B.G. A pleasant time was spent in the 
garden waiting for tea and sampling the raspberries and 
currants, which were universally pronounced in good con- 
dition for market We made a start for home soon after 
eight, and were fortunate in escaping with dry jackets, 
with the exception of our sturdy visitor, who was caught by 
a heavy storm about 10 p.m. The roads were in splendid 
condition throughout, one thing only being wanting, the 
lively and withal instructive conversation of our Captain, 
who is not often a deserter from the quiet little jaunts of 
the N.E. Present : T. Child, W. Gibbs, P. Jolly, and one 
visitor. Ebnsst H. Babbett, District Captain. 



N.W. DiSTBICT. 



July 17. — One of our most enjoyable and successful runs 
this season will certainly be remembered as Ickenham, an 
obscure little village lying between Ruislip and Hillingdon. 
Our Captain was good enough to favour us with his com- 
pany, and we on our part endeavoured to show him some 
pretty country and good lanes. We trust before the season 
has expired we shall see him again in the N.W. Eight 
members, including the hon. gentleman, rode by Neasden 
to Wembley Park, where Bamett and W. J. Williams 
waited; and then on by Sudbury, Alperton, Perivale, 
Greenford, and West End to ftuislip without a halt, except 
at Perivale to try and taste the green moss in the iron 
spoon at a spring. The afternoon was simply lovely, but 
July fine weather has a tendency with most people — 
bicyclists certainly not excepted — to render their throats dry, 
and when the B.C. suggested milk, the speaker said the 
" Ayes " have it, and the lately discovered farm was again 
resorted to. Inquiries being made as to bathing, it was found 
that with a little judicious talking, etc., the lodge-keeper of 
the reservoir would allow us to bathe, and this place being 
only three-quarters of a mile from Ruislip we were soon 
there, and towels supplied us. A very good swim was had, 
but those who are not strong swimmers should be careful 
not to venture too far out, as the bottom shelves very 
quickly, and you find yourself suddenly out of your depth. 
This piece of water is very large, wonderfully pretty all 
round, and certainly not sufficiently known. Buislip being 
again passed through, Ickenham was soon reached, and 
Dr. Langmore, Law, and Sewell, together with four men 
who had gone straight on, and not accompanied the main 
body to bathe, were found there. The District Captain had 
had grave doubts as to the resources of the " Coach and 
Horses," but his mind was soon put at rest by the capital 
tea and fruit placed before the Club. This snug little inn 
has a nice flower and kitchen garden behind it, and some 
members seem to know pretty well now what their ripe 
raspberries and currants taste like. The charge for tea 
was Is. The weather appeared so threatening that we did 
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not make a start home till 8.20, but Hampet^ad was 
reached, via Ruislip, Eastcott, Pinner Marsh, Kenton, 
Kingsbury Green, Blackpot Hill, and Neasden at a minute 
or two after 10, and luckily just in time to escape a heavy 
shower, with lightning in profusion. We shall, if it can be 
managed, perhaps visit Ickenham again this season. 
Distance 18^ and 16 miles, total 34| miles. Present : 
Alison, Aiken, Anderson, Barnett, T. Oodlee (Captain), 
Hill, Langmore, Law, E. H. Pollock, Price, Sewell, W. J. 
Williams, one visitor, and 

NoBMAN B. MoRBis, District Captain. 

Wednesday, 14th July, Evening Run. 
The weather appearing thundery, a short but most enjoy- 
able run was made to the Alexandra Palace and back, and 
the evening was voted very agreeably spent there. The 
fireworks, storming of the Bastille, etc., were by no means 
bad. Machines can now be booked like anything else at 
the Cloak Room in the Palace, and the new gate into the 
grounds just below the station is very convenient for us, as 
we thus avoid Muswell Hill altogether. We shall probably 
run to the Palace again shortly if the weather is not con- 
sidered good enough for a longer run. Distance 9^ miles. 
Present: Alison, Anderson, C. Newman, E. A. Pollock, 
and the District Captain. 

Bank Holiday— August 2. 

I am thinking of having a small Bank Holiday Meet, 
and propose, if enough members will come, running to 
Chenies (don't be afiraid— I don't think the N. G. will 
come, and if he does we won't go Long Lane way) on the 
Saturday afternoon, spending Sunday quietly in that 
beautiful and quite unknown neighbourhood, and then 
exploring the country on the Monday, and coming home 
in the evening. There is good bathing there — some fishing, 
and the fare and accommodation at the " Bedford Arms " 
is excellent. Any members who would like to come must 
communicate with me at once so that we may secure beds, 
and, of course, if any others like to ride out to Chenies 
on Monday morning, we shall be pleased to see them. 
Distance firom Hampstead by Watford and Rickmansworth, 
22 miles. Norman B. Mob&is, Dist. Capt. 

Oak Hill House, Hampstead. 



S.E. District. 
Eleven men met at the usual rendezvous for the run to 
Reigate, and, starting at 430 p.m., rode, via the upper 
road, to Purley, where they were overtaken by Arthur 
Herbert on his prize "Humber." At Caterham Junction 
the attractions of East Grinstead and the persuasions of 
the Knight of the Bath (N.E.) made three men desert our 
ranks. One of the three was, it is believed, out for his 
first Club run, but we were glad of his company for about 
two miles on the principle that half a loaf is better than 
no bread. We hope, however, he will redeem liis character 



by coming to Ewell on Saturday next. Near the " Red 
Lion " J. F. Butler was discoveied on the top of a gate, 
waiting patiently. He joined us, and we rode into Reigate 
without anything worthy to be recorded taking place. At 
the "Qrapes" we were soon after joined by the District 
Visitor, C. E. Parker, Ashley Barrett, and the S.W. con- 
tingent. Whilst riding to the meet the. backbone of 
Douglas Smith's machine broke, and he was thus unable to 
proceed any farther. I take this opportunity of reminding 
members that there is a spare 56-inch " Humber " in the 
South-East stables which is at the disposal of any London 
man for a Club run with the S.R District. Present: 
Ashley Barrett, C. A. and H. G. Brown, Norman Carr, 
John F. Butler, F. B. Gerich, E. H. Hindley (N.E.), Alfred 
and Arthur Herbert Koch (W.), J. Kinder, J. C. Oswald, 
C. E. Parker, D. R. Smith, Stephen Smith, F. H. Townend, 
and F. M. Williams, District Captain. 

SOUTH BAST DISTRICT.— NOTICE. 
Members wishing to take part in a run on the Bank 
Holiday are requested to send their names to me, with 
suggestions as to route, destination, etc. The start will 
probably take place at 9 a.m. from Central Croydon Station, 
Catherine Street The notice board, which a member was 
unable to find on Saturday, the 10th inst., is at the Fire 
Station, opposite Central Croydon Station, in Catherine 
Street, Croydon. 



"THE STONES OF LONDON." 

If Dr. Johnson's aphorism be true, that '' that whicb is 
nearest to us touches us most," then we wheelmen should 
be as deeply interested in the matter of macadam, and 
to the same extent, as the owners of vehicles and horse- 
flesh. At the West End of the town a climax of badness 
seems to have been reached, and through the kindness of 
Stephen Smith we are enabled to record a yigorous 
attempt by a few influential ratepayers of Paddington to 
illumine the parochial authorities. The deputation which 
waited upon the latter stated that the uneyen condition 
of the road surface was the result of a departure from 
the process of road mending as originally set forth and 
practised by MacAdam. The granite blocks used by 
him were about as large as a walnut, those employed by 
the Paddington Vestry resembled a very large orange in 
bulk. Further they complained that the interstices between 
these huge stones were filled up with sand and gravel which 
soon washed out, leaving deep holes, and this was carted 
away in the form of mud at the further expense of the rate- 
payers. 

The result of the vigorous action of Mr. E. F. Flower 
and his friends, was that for a few months great attention 
was paid to the road repairs. However, the old state of 
things reasserted itself, and again the ratepayers returned 
to the charge. This time they employed an expert, and 
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forwarded his report to their yestry, with what result we 
know not, although it would be very iDteresting to learn 
how they fared. 

The report is so good and instructive that we make no 
apology for reprinting it in full :— 

Minutes o/^ an Inspection of the Principal Roads, and 
Observations on the System of Road-making y adopted in 
the Metropolitan Parish of Paddington, by George 
Wilmot and Colin A, Macaulay, Surveyors of County 
Roads, Warwickshire and Leicestershire. 

" At the request of a large body of householders and 
ratepayers of the parish of Paddington, we recently inspected 
many of the pnncipal macadamised roads in that parish, 
for the purpose of reporting our opinion, as practical sur- 
veyors, on the condition of surface, and the mode of repair- 
ing these roads which is adopted. 

"As to the state of Surface Repair :^t is only here and 
there, exceptionally, that a roaid is tolerably good; the 
average condition of all is indifferent and faulty, and a 
lar^e proportion of the whole can only be classed as bad ; 
and, as opportunity for the comparison was afforded, we 
may here note our observation that the roads in Paddington 
will not compare favourably with the neighbouring parishes 
of Marylebone and St. Pancras. 

"The faulty, indifferent, or bad condition of surface is, 
obviously to us, the result not of original defect in construc- 
tion, but of errors in the system of repair ; and this view 
of the matter was confirmed beyond all question by a visit 
to the parish stone-yard, and some considerable tiine subse- 
quently spent in watching the operation of repairing (or 
re-coating) portions of much-used thoroughfares. 

"Speaking generally, the sectional shape of the roads is 
good, and the formation of hard material of ample strength 
and thickness. The defect of nine out of ten of the maca- 
damised thoroughfares is, that the whole width of carriage- 
way, instead of bein^ smooth and even and of a regular 
convex shape for drainage into the side channels, presents 
an irregular surface of heaps and holes, bumps and puddles, 
a state of dis-repair causing much discomfort to those who 
drive over such roads, and no little damage to their vehicles, 
without offering, by way of set-off to those who are rate- 
payers as well as road-users, the consolations of economy ; 
.x)r, as a matter of fact, the defective roads we are speaking 
of result from a system of repairing which is wasteful and 
expensive. 

" The roads appear to be divided into two classes, and 
repaired with granite if main roads or thoroughfares of 
much use, and with gravel if of secondary importance only, 
or for purely local accommodation. The latter in some 
respects, and for their purpose, are the better roads of the 
two, inasmuch as, being wnoUy repaired with gravel, there 
is more uniformity of wear, and the defects resulting from 
continuous heavy traffic are not found in these, which are 
chiefly used by hght vehicles. The errors of management, 
in the shape of irregular sized and unsuitable material, 
however, are to be found in these as well as in the granite- 
made roads. The surface is never thoroughly consolidated, 
owing to the admixture of unbroken pebbles, in which there 
are no elements of cohesion, with unclean (loamy) gravel or 
sand, which holds every shower of rain till washed out, and 
keeps the top ten inches of these roads in a continual state 
of mud or loose shingla 

" The surface, however, of these roads does wear pretty 
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uniformly. Better attention to two points would remedy 
their faults, namely, the use of clean screened gravel, free 
from loam or admixture of other unsuitable material, and 
breaking the round pebbles down, so as to obtain the first 
element necessary for macadamising a road, namely, 
cohesion. 

" The main roads are repaired (as we observed, by con- 
siderable time spent in watching the process) by firstly 
chasing small ruts or driUs, transversely across the whole 
surface, at intervals of ten or twelve inches, then spreading 
three to four inches in thickness (it can't be less, by reason 
of the size of stone used) of broken Guernsey, Clee Hill, or 
Leicestershire granite over the entire surface. Upon this is 
spread or sprinkled a liberal covering of sifted gravel, the 
whole surface is abundantly watered, and then rolled down. 
This process from beginning to end is a mistake, wrong in 
principle, and mischievous. The^ result is the bump-and- 
puddle surface we saw in the main thoroughfares. Worst 
of all, this bad road is produced at a considerably larger 
outlav than would provide a good even surface. 

" And here we may refer to the visit we paid to the 
parish stone-yard, a glance at the contents of which sufficed 
to explain nearly all the defects in' the roads. With the 
conditions of contract in our hands, we examined some 
thousands of tons of Guernsey granite, delivered in pur- 
suance of a contract to supply ' the best qualitj^ free from 
sand or dirt, and of such size as will aldmit of the same 
being passed through a ring two and a half inches in 
diameter ' — a very proper description of very suitable and 
useful material, and with which no fault could be found 
if the gauge was a degree smaller — ^but of the large bulk 
then on the wharf not a single ton ought to have been 
accepted as complying with the contract, or was fit for the 
purpose for which it was used. Some objection might be 
tiJcen to the quality (the admixture of inferior stone with 
hard), but the fault of the material, and which is obvious 
in its use, is the irregularity of the size, and the fact that 
the larse proportion of weight of the whole consists of 
material nearly double the contract size, and twice as large 
as ought to be used. 

" Starting with hard material so unsuitable and irregular 
in size, the practice of drilling the surface, bedding or 
grouting in sand, watering and rolling, resorted to for first 
appearances and convenience, are really, with the exception 
of the latter, so much labour and material thrown away to 
cover the sins of the granite merchant, and those who 
allow him to send material double the size of his contract, 
and requiring all manner of expedients to make it usable 
at all. 

"The admixture of gravel or sand with granite is a 
mistake ; the effect is to hinder rather than promote the 
consolidation of the latter material. The large quantity 
of water taken up and held by the loamy gravel or sand is 
fatal to the solidity of surface, until in process of time the 
gravel is expelled and swept off as mud. If there remained 
then only the granite of uniform gauge and quality, we 
might hope to have, after all, a good, smooth, and even- 
wearing surface; but the irregularities in both, coupled 
with the practice of drilling subnsurface, have by this time 
produced &fac'simile of the surface which was condemned 
as needing repair. 

" A few remarks on correct road-making, in comparison 
with the observations on the Paddington system, may not 
be out of place. 

" It is a common error to imagine that heavy traffic 
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requires heavy metalliiig in rar&ce repairs. When once 
the formation is of 8u£G^ent strength, and the section of 
road of correct shape, a continuous, smooth, even-wearing 
sur&ce is best maintained, and most economically, by the 
use of little more than half the weight of material (properly 
applied) which is now hiid on in Paddington. The granite 
should be broken to two and a quarter inches, about half 
the size it now is. The whole sunace of the carriage-way, 
instead of being pecked into ridges and ruts, should be 
loosened, all irregularities reduced, and the surface for new 
material trimmed to true sectional shape. The material so 
disturbed should be pulled to either sida Two to two and 
a half inches of gramte of uniform size and quality properly 
cast and spread (not tipped and raked) over the sunace, 
the old material pulled back over all and well rolled down. 
Neither gravel nor water are necessary. The first cost of 
both may be saved (as well as the expense of carting both 
away a^ain in the shape of mud), and one-third the weight 
of granite. 

" A road so made will set evenly and wear smoothly. It 
will achieve the aim of all scientific road engineers — ^to 
consume the repairing material evenly and uniformly, 
without irregular deterioration of surface. The worst 
sjrstem of road-making is that which necessitates a con- 
tmual addition of two to three inches of material — ^for you 
can't put less — ^to replace one-third the proper wear of a 
previous coating of similar thickness. 

" The adoption of such a correct system of repair as we 
have briefly sketched would probabl3r involve some addi- 
tional expense in skilled labour, but it would save a third 
of the cost of material, and give the ratepayers (|[Ood smooth 
roads, instead of those which are now the subject of very 
just complaint. 

"February 22nd, 1879." 

Mr. Macaulay has written farther saying, " I consider a 
2^inch ring a suitable gauge for road-metal on our large 
thoroughfares ; but the stones must be only '2f-inches in 
their uxrgest dimitmons/ A narrow stone, three or four 
inches long, may pass len^kwojfs through a 2^inch ring. 
Common sense tells us this is no test We must therefore 
insist on the ' 22-inch gauge in its larg§8i dimenmM.' " 

In a pamphlet on the important subject of granite roads 
by Mr. Flower, we further find the following : — 

" The point on which Mr. MacAdam laid the greatest 
stress was that the metal should be broken small, and of 
even size. In the minutes of evidence before the House of 
Commons in 1819, John Loudon MacAdam is called and 
examined : — 

" ' Do vou find a measure or ring through which the 
stones will jniss a good method of regulating tneir size V 

" * That is a ver^ good way ; but I always make mj 
surveyors carry a pair of scales and a 6-oz. weight in their 
pocket, and when they come to a heap of stones they weigh 
one or two of the largest, and if they are reasonably about 
that weight the:^ will do. It is impossible to make them 
come exactly to it.' 

"And again, on the proper use of properly broken 
materials, hear Mr. MacAdam's own words : 'The greatest 
care diould be taken that no earth, clay, chalk, or other 
matter that will hold or conduct water, be mixed with 
Iffoken stone, which must be prepared (ia., broken), so as 
to unite Ini iU own angles into a firm, compact impenetrable 
body.' 



''As regards the use of sand or navel for snrfaeing, I 
cannot do better than quote Sir Eaidley Wilmot. Spr- 
ing in the House ai Commons last May on the defective 
condition of some London roads, he says, ' In the early 
days of macadamised roads a large number of experiments 
were instituted as to the bast and most durable matmaL 
It was then proved that any admixture whatever of gravel 
vastly injured the durability of the road If email granite 
blocks were used algne, th^ became so jammed together by 
the weight of pasting traffic that the roadway became 
almost as hard as if made qf a single block, but if gravel 
was mixed with the material, the road, although apparently 
binding together niudi more rapidly, was never really 
solid. Every rainstorm washed more or less of the gravel 
from between the interstices of the granite, and the latter, 
losing its packing, became loose, and the cohesion of the 
road was altogether lost Large soft stones, smashed 
together bv a steam-roller, and the interstices filled with 
artificial shtsh, make a road whidi is an insult to the 
memory of MacAdam.' 

" Far different is the opinion of our Paddington surveyor, 
who declares 'some fine substance' to be 'necesssary to 
unite (!) the stone metalling on the sur&ce of the roadways,' 
and that ' a mixture of grit and fine W^'^^ has proved to 
be most successful ' for the purpose. Thus has the worthy 
gentleman been for many years literally trying to make 
^ropes of sand,' an occupation which may well last a life- 
time. Nor should we object if the occupation were as 
harmless as it is futile. But what say the parish accounts ? 
Of a total expenditure of £8,862 for road materials, £1,459 
has been thrown away on sifted gravel, and probably an 

aual sum in the adcutioiial weight of large-sized mnite 
lich it is required to hide, to say nothing of the labour 
of laying it on, and then carting it away again in the shape 
of mud, a system of road-making which means 20 per cent, 
or so of the ratepayers' money, not merely thrown away, 
but spent in active deterioration of the roads ! " 



BICYCLING IN NEW ZEALAND, 
(I^vm a Contemporary). 
"Christchurch, Canterbury, New Zealand. 
"Bicycling has made very rapid strides here during the 
last twelve months ; the Pioneer Bicycle Club numbering 
about a score of active members, besides honorary members 
not a few. We also have three other clubs in this island, 
namely, one in Dunedin, one in Invercargill, and one in 
Oamaru. The Canterbury roads as a rule are not first rate, 
though some are really splendid, notaUy those between 
Christchurch and Amberley, and Christchurch and South- 
bridge, the one being thirty-two miles, the other thirty, 
and both running through extremely pretty rural district 
Some very enjoyable runs were indulged in last Easter. On 
the Thursday previous to Good Friday I ran to Oust — a 
town distant thirty-one miles firom Christchurch — ^throu^^ 
execrable roads, it having poured with rain the whole 
morning. Starting at 3.30 p.m., I arrived at 7 p.nL, tho- 
roughly done up and plastered firom head to foot with a 
beautiful coating of mud. Having spent Good Friday «id 
the morning of the following day with the rod (the Gust 
river being a q^didtront stream), I started for Christ- 
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church at one p.iQ., sending my rod, creel, eta, by train, 
arriving at exactly four p.m., thirty-one miles in three 
hours, including stoppages, and the first ten miles being 
against a strong head wind. On Sunday morning I started 
at ten a.m. in company with another cyclist for Southbridge 
to enjoy a couple of days* duck shooting, the season opening 
on the Monday. As we were in no hony we determined 
to run through Hallswell, Lai Taper, and Lincoln, three 
pretty little townships lying at the foot of the Port Hills, 
which route would add about eight or ten miles to our trip, 
and greatly enhance the enjo]rment of the ride. The first 
thirteen.miles we did in a hour and five minutes, when we 
dismounted to get a cup of milk firom a roadside cottage> 
after obtaining which we proceeded for about three miles, 
when we had to walk a mile in consequence of the road 
being newly metalled. After passing this, we rode to 
Springston (twenty-four miles from home) where we par- 
took of some liquid refreshment, which was very acceptable 
the day being very warm ; we then pushed on again, and 
as the road here was in splendid condition, with not a 
breath of wind, we could not resist tiie temptation of a 
spin ; so we went the next five miles at our best pace, 
doing them in exactly twenty minutes: we then dismounted, 
and, stacking our machines, indulged in a siesta on the 
bank of the river Lelwyn under the firiendly sluide of some 
willows and enjoyed the luxury of a pipe, upon finishing 
which we started again, taking it veryfasy. On arriving 
at Irwell about four miles further we met some friends from 
Christchurch also going to Southbridge duck-shooting, who 
had stopped there for lunch ; we joined them, and after 
staying an hour resumed our journey, arriving at our desti- 
nation at 3.30 — after having been obliged to walk over 
about two miles of the worst road we had come across — ^the 
distance altogether being forty miles. The weather was all 
that could be desired, and altogether I never remember 
having had a more enjoyable ride. We stayed at South- 
bridge (which is about three miles from Lake Ellesmere) 
till Wednesday afternoon, when we left for home, arriving at 
seven p.m., having sent our guns, game, etc., by train. On 
Good Friday three members of the P.B,C. rode to Amberley 
and back, starting at 9.30 a.m., and returning to town at 
6.30 p.m., the distance there and back being sixty-four miles. 
On the 17th inst we purpose holding our first club champion 
race meeting, the distance being one, five, and twenty miles. 
We expect some very good racing. In conclusion I might 
say that I should strongly advise any bicyclists who purpose 
coming to Canterbury to bring their machines, as the roads 
are quite level and improving in condition every year, also, 
the climate being very mild, riding is perfectly practicable 
all die year round.'' 



UNIFORM. 
Members can now direct their tailors to obtain the cloth 
for uniform from Mr. Angus, 13, Enifl[fatrider Street, E.G., 
who is prepared to supply it in two thicknesses. 



STRAY NOTES. 
I ofi«n wonder if anyone reads the long accounts of race 
meetings with which at this time of the year ours and 
other sporting papers are apt to bristle. I suppose they 
are to be suffered patiently, and to be punctually recorded 
for the benefit of future handicappers and the encourage- 
ment of the flyers and their friends. How very much less 
readable they are than the yacht-racing reports, even to 
one uninitiated in either sport. Wind, weather, and a thou- 
sand incidents give life and movement to the latter, while 
the fresh sea-breeze seems to rustle through them. Had a 
late eminent medico but known what profound monotony 
characterises the tales of tiie cinder-path, he would have 
prescribed their perusal instead of telling his wakeful 

patients " to change their preacher." 

• ••#•• 

I see that "Eitchurmons" and "Philologus" take 
*' velociman " to be a thprough-bred word. Its great 
novelty must be one's excuse for ignorance as to its 
parentage. I also recollect having seen in action a very 
compound "velociman." It was propelled by the arms of 
four men, seated one behind the other, while a fifth sat aft 
and steered. 

• ••••• 

How interesting to us wheelmen would be a museum 
illustrating by specimens the various stages in the evolution 
of the modem 'qrcle, from the protoplasmic hobby-hoise to 
the elaborated "ffumber,'* The former, it must be feared, 
is now as extinct as the Dodo and Megatherium. A good 
contemporary drawing of it is to be seen in the collection 

of GruikshaiJc Caricatures. . 

• •♦•♦• 

On looking at the development of the bicycle through 
Darwinian glasses one notes the persistence up to recent 
times of some of the features of its progenitor, the hobby. 
The latter carried in front a hone's head. Iliis, in some 
of the machines of eight or ten yeais back, was dwarfed 
into a rudimentary prow on the firont of the pillar, which, 
being neither useM nor ornamental, could be r^a^ed by 

a true Darwinian as nothing more than a rudiment. 

• ••••• 

The Treasurer is signalled from Sydney. 

• •• •'*• • 

A visitor to the N.W. last week was talking of keeping 
a machine down there for the rest of the season. Milk at 
one penny a quart, a bathe and half a towel for twopence, 
and sumptuous tea, all inclusive, at one shilling, makes 
him confident he could save his railway fare every week. 

L'HOMMB qui BIT. 

A Club Housb Foa Biotcusts at BntMiNGHAX.— It 
has been proposed by a number of gentlemen belonging to 
the North Warwickshire, Redditch, Speedwell, and other 
clubs, to secure a central club house with extensive 
accommodation for the use of bicyclists in general, inde- 
pendent of any club, and a meeting will be held at the 
Wliite Horse Hotel, Gongreve Str^ Birmingham, this 
week, to decide the question. 
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POOLE BICYCLE CLUB. 

OPENING OF THE NEW EACIKQ TRACK. 

This eyent, which is one of some importance in the history 
and development of bicycling at Poole, and which had been 
postponed from Wednesday, the 7th inst., in consequence of 
wet weather, came off on Wednesday last, under most 
favourable circumstances as regards the weather, which was 
as fine as the most fastidious and unreasonable of men could 
possibly have desired. Some months ago the committee 
found it so difficult to procure a site for their track that 
they contemplated converting the sandpit near the Work- 
house for the purpose, but fortunately, before they had 
commenced the work, they were relieved from their difficulty 
by the generous lord of the manor, Lord Wimborne, who 
readily allowed the club to construct a racing path in the 
cricket field, on the Wimborne Boad. A better position 
could scarcely be found for the purpose, and we have no 
doubt that in future years many an athletic Ute with the 
prize fighting and wrestling of the last will be witnessed in 
this " arena " by the people of Poole. It should be remarked 
in this connection that much credit is due to Mr. J. A. J. 
Keynes, the sub-captain of the club, who prepared the plans 
and with the assistance of the committee conducted the 
arrangement for laying the track, which, as we have before 
stated, is exactly a quarter of mile in length, and therefore 
very convenient for racing purposes. The contractor is 
Mr. Pond, of Corfe Mullen, who has executed the work 
satisfactorily at a cost of about £80, about one-half of 
which sum has already been raised by public subscription. 
The club has for its president the Bight Hon. Lord Wim- 
borne, and the vice-presidents are, the Bev. J. L. Williams^ 
Mr. A. Balston, and Mr R. R Walmesley. Dr. Lawtoui 
who, if not a bicyclist, is fond of his tricycle, has under- 
taken the duties of honorary medical officer to the Poole 
club, but we trust his office may prove to be an absolute 
sinecure. The programnie consisted of one, three, and five 
miles handicaps. A ten miles championship and a one 
mile flat race gave much pleasure to the spectators, among 
whom the ladies were conspicuously numerous. 



Cabelesb RiDma.—Hemy Alfred Bench, living at 6, Marlborough 
Place, Harrow Boad, was summoned at Marylebone, on Saturday last, 
for unlawfnUy riding a bicycle fnrionsly, so as to endanger the life or 
limb of Mrs. Mary Ann Woodbridge, of 184, Clarendon Street. The 
evidence showed that on the 2nd inst. the defendant came round Dudley 
Place, Paddington, on his bicycle, at the rate of about twelve miles an 
hour. The complainant was knocked down by the machine ; her hand 
was cut and her body bruised, and she was rendered partially insensible. 
The defendant was thrown from his machine, and directly after the 
occurrence attempted to remount and ride away, but he was detained. 
In defence, he said he was only going at the rate of about eight miles 
an hour. The complainant stepped into the road right in front of him, 
and he tried to avoid her. What happened was purdy an accident, and 
he stopped and picked the woman up. He was willing to pay for her 
loss of time. Mr, de Rutzen remarked that, unless ridden with the 
greatest possible care, he did not know a greater source of danger than 
a bicycle. It was particularly so when driven round a comer at the 
pace at which the defendant was going, for then no one was safe. It 
was an abominable thing that a person eoing roimd a comer or oyer a 
crossing should ride like that. There would be a fine of 40s., and lOs. costs. 



EXCHANGE LIST. 

For Sale, 58-in. close-built light Racer, weighing 32 lbs. 
only ; nickel plated, extra wide handles, built by Humber 
and Co. last October; cost over £20. Will be sold for 
£15. No reasonable oflFer refused.— W. T. Thorn, Junr., 
11, Ladbroke Square, Netting Hill, W. 

56-inch '' Timberlake," all bright, with patent brake ; a 
capital roadster in thorough order. Can be seen at any 
time. Price £S. Also 51-inch "Stassen," with eccentric 
brake, lately painted and done up. Price only £4 4s. 
Would fit a beginner.— E. H. Pollock, 25, Thurlow Soad, 
Hampstead, N.W. 

For Sale, 56-in. "Humber" Racer; japanned; hollow 
forks, ball bearings to both wheels, and all the very latest 
improyements. Price only £13. — ^Apply to Wadham 
Wyndham, Reigate. 

56-in. " Humber " Racer, 24-in. handle bar, close built, 
weight 33 lbs. Only been in use for six weeks. Price £15. 
Cost over £17.— H. V. Cleaver, 20, Ladbroke Road, W. 



RACING FIXTURES. 
July 24th.— Lombard B.C. Race Meeting, Catford Bridge. 
July 24th. — West of England Bicycle Meet and Races, 

Zoological Gardens, Clifton, Bristol 
July 24tb. — Ariofi B.C. Open Race Meeting, Stamford 

Bridge. 
July 24th.— Brixton Ramblers B.C. Races at Crystal 

Palace. 



Stampobd Ain> LiLLiE Bridoe Gbounds.— Since the 
opening of the new branch of the Metropolitan District 
Railway to Putney, these well-known bicycling and athletic 
racing grounds are placed in direct communication with 
the City and West ^d. Trains run at frequent intervak, 
stopping at West Brompton for Lillie Bridge, and at 
WaJham Green, the next station, for Stamford Bridge, 
which is within five minutes' walk. From the Mansion 
House Station to Walham Green is but five-and-twenty 
minutes' run, and the fares are — ^return, first-class. Is ; 
second, 8d. ; third, 8d. Single, first-dass, 8d. ; second, 
6d. ; third, 5d. 



NOTICE TO CORB£SPONDEinU 

All contributions mnrt be addrcMed to ^ The Editor, L.B.C. Gasette, 
86, Eastcheap, E.C.," and must bear the name of the author, though not 
necessarily for insertion. They must be written on one side of the 
paper only, and, if immediate insertion is desired, must be receiyed not 
later than Wednesday morning. Messrs. Darling supply portfolios in 
which unbound copies of the Gazxtte may be k^t ; cost is 2a. ; stamped 
on outside with the Club badge. There are stiU a few covers for 1878, 
and members can be supplied with back numbers of the Gazette at the 
cost of Id. each. 
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THE MEMBER'S BROTHER. 

Last 3rear, a series of persons were described in the 
Oazettb by " Rusticus " and others, such as the " Cyclo- 
maniac," " The Member's Family," " The Medallist," and 
also an elaborate treatise, wich copious classics in it, on the 
various species of 'cyclist ; but one particular variety has, 
I fancy, escaped the watchful eye of your contributors, and 
in fact I shall almost lay claim to his discovery as a distinct 
variety. He may be at once recognised as belonging to 
the L.B.G., but he belongs not to active, honorary, or 
country members, but to an entirely separate class who may 
be called " unattached members," or, in other words, 
" members' brothers." Who does not know the member's 
brother, often so re«^lar an attender at Club meets as to 
put many a full member to shame ? Everyone knows him, 
and he is quite as much missed, if absent, as the usual 
attached man. Indeed, he has that privilege, which caused 
BO large a tea-cup storm last General Meeting, of belonging 
to a District in a certain sense, though I suppose, since 
the S. W. colley has been disqualified, he could hardly 
claim the attendance prize. If you speak to this specimen 
of joining the Club, you ask him *' when" not whether, he 
will join. The latter is taken as a matter of course, and 
when the time comes for his being duly proposed and 
seconded, a smile of recognition I fancy must pass round 



the grave council board where the high affairs of State of 
the L.B.C. are transacted, as they welcome the wanderer 
into their ranks. It is true that our new and elaborate 
rules have failed to provide any special regulations for this 
species of vagrant membership, but I trust I have given a 
sufficiently clear account of the species to entitle me at 
least to the honour of having discovered a new variety. 
In conclusion, let me express the wish that the class may 
go on increasing, and that members will do their best to 
lead up the younger brothers in the way they should go. 
Depend upon it, a man who joins the L.B.C. with a certain 
amount of L.B.C. traditions in his head, will be all the 
more likely to stick to us when once he is fairly 
" attached." . Gobthb, 



[Peom OUR OWN Specul Coerbspondbnt in the Midlands.] 
In these days of bye-laws and restrictions of various 
kinds on bicyclists, which I see mentioned from time to 
time in your columns, it may interest some of your readers 
to hear that this most Radical town of Birmingham sticks 
to its principles of freedom and advancement in its practical 
dealing with us riders who are allowed to go on our ways by 
day or night (as far as I can see) without any interference 
on the part of those nightmares of Middlesex 'cyclists, the 
police, or even annoyance from the British Public, whether 
in the form of " cap-throwers " or other disturbers of one's 
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equilibrium. The fact is, I believe, such a large section of 
the B.P. Iiere axe riders themselves when they have the 
opportunity that a sort of fellow-feeling comes into play. At 
any rate the bicycle here appears to be recognised as a 
vehicle, and I know no town where you see so many mingling 
with the regtdar street traffic, and being used, as I might 
say, in the ordinary course of busineas. The foot passenger 
seems to look for a bicycle as he would for a horse before 
crossing the road, and you would seldom have to surprise 
anyone. Horses, too, seem to understand us, and I really 
cannot call to mind a single instance of having to dismount 
or otherwise put oneself to inconvenience for the sake of a 
restive horse. Round London, horses, whether from supe- 
rior quality or what cause I know not, appear to cherish 
still a decided objection to bicycles. Our roads certainly 
are not of the best quality, but the almost total absence of 
any really good ones, such as may be found south of 
London, reduces our standard to what some southern flyers 
might call very indifferent. Some of the main roads in the 
Midlands are, however, very fair running, and I shall be 
glad to be of any use I can to intending tourists in these 
parts. 

THE GENERAL MEET AT EWELL. 

The General Meet last Saturday may fairly claim to 
rank among the successes of the year. Though only forty- 
eight men can, by any stretch of the imagination, be said 
to have taken part in the Meet, this may be considered fair 
for the time of year. The weather was admirable and the 
accommodation good. Our two Brighton members were a 
most pleasant addition to our numbers, and showed a most 
admirable devotion to their club. The South-East was, as 
was right, in great force, and we hope that when they come 
north to Harrow, the Northerners will show the same 
appreciation of a visit. The North-East attendance cannot 
be called brilliant, in fact it raises a question as to the 
wisdom of joining all districts in such a run, but the N.E. 
have traditions of three members to Ockham and back, two 
to Halliford and back, and many more, besides being the 
former home of the Walmesleys, of long-distance fame, so it 
might perhaps shock its dignity to be omitted. One feature 
of the L.B.C. was conspicuous by its absence, only two of 
the five District Captains showed up. It may be that a 
natural modesty prompted the absent ones to believe that 
as the Captain of the Club could be with their district 
throughout the run, their services were not needed, if so 
the Captain of the Club thanks them, and trusts they will 
not be so bashful again. 

From subsequent experience it is thought possible that 
the N.E. District met at three sharp, and started but got 
lost somewhere, but this is merely conjecture ; all that is 
known is that the Captain, reaching the top of the Lea 
Bridge Road at ten minutes past three, and seeing no one, 
pushed on without a dismount and found no one else 



between that place and Hampstead. The last «nd most 
improved route to Wood Green was followed, and then a 
dismount was necessary shortly before Hornsey, where new 
metal had been placed completely over the road, so that 
recourse was had to the grass for a short distance, and then 
a steady grind followed without a dismount from Hornsey 
till the well-known meeting place at " Jack Straw's " was 
reached at 4.5. Here six N.W. men and one visitor were 
just starting, so the N.E. again went on direct. The 
journey to Kew was made at a very fair pace, but was not 
remarkable for incident, a loose treadle or so being the only 
variation. At Eew the Captain insisted on a few minutes' 
grace, nominally for some other District, really to allow of 
his taking lunch ; and then the party, reinforced by N.E, 
N.W., W., and S.W. men to sixteen, including the N.G., 
started for Ewell. The first vagary was a short or long cut 
to avoid Richmond, which was a great success, a little rutty 
at first, causing one member a sudden dismount, but ending 
off by suddenly bringing the party out at the top of Rich- 
mond Hill without any rise. Down the hill some members 
tried to think dangerous, but failing in this all the party 
but one quietly rode down. Here the Pollocks left, and a 
little further on the District Visitor in all his glory came in 
sight, but as he usually sends " another account " of his 
proceedings I need not refer specially to him here. Another 
new cut avoided parts of EingsUm and Surbiton, and then, 
at a pace which the Captain took some pains to moderate, 
the company hurried into and through Ewell to the " Glyn 
Arms," reaching it with a punctuality worthy of the N.W. 
at 6.30 to the minute. 

In the South-East, the Croydon men, having been joined 
by the Blackheathens, left the usual rendezvous at twenty 
minutes to five. They had not proceeded far, before some 
confusion was created in the ranks by the sudden exit from 
a stable-yard of a pony-trap, which did its best to knock a 
visitor over. At Beddington a member was detatched to 
fetch Potter, whose machine was seen in his garden. As 
there was plenty of time the route through Nonsuch Park 
was chosen, and at the further gates Stephen Smith per- 
formed the somewhat wonderful feat of knocking four or 
five men over without coming to grief himself. Ewell was 
reached about six, where The O'Reilly and Martin Rucker 
were met, they having come up from Brighton — ^Rucker 
having ridden up Reigate Hill on the way. 

On the S.E. arriving, twenty strong, the landlord grew 
anxious, and urged the company then present, who were 
joined by some wandering members of other districts, to sit 
down to tea, which they accordingly did. This, though 
-well meant, was rather unfortunate, as the Northerners^ 
arriving a little later, found the first party at tea, and had 
to wait till they had done, when the first party retired to 
the garden ; and thus, as the Northern party were not able 
to stop very long, the two sections had only a few minutes 
together. Various members turned up during and after 
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tea. By 7.45 the N.W. District Captain, in accordance 
with the wishes of his District, prepared for a start ; the 
Captain and Price followed on otherwise a little later. 
The main body reports reaching Hainpstead at 10.40, 
without accident beyond a cropper to a Western member 
near Richmond, without any serious results. Distance for 
N.W. men about 43 miles. The Captain reached Waltham- 
stow at 11.35 ; distance, say, 64 miles. 

Present : N.F.—Q. H. Gibbs, W. R. Gibbs, R. M. Long, 
Theo. Godlee. N.W.— Alison, Anderson, Barnett, W. T. 
HiU, E. H. Pollock, Price, R. Newman, W. J. Williams, 
N. B. Morris (District Captain), and one visitor. W. — 
ft. B. Hill, Jahn, A. H. Koch, Dr. Langmore, A. L. Radford> 
and 0. Thorn. 8,W.—R. M. Gruggen, Potts, RoUs, Ryan, 
and Taylor. 8.R—A. Barker, Ashley Barrett, C. A. 
Brown, H. G. Brown, John Butler, Cazenove, R. G. Francis, 
Gerich, Alfred Herbert, W. Johns, J. Kinder, Potter, 
Parker, Rucker, D. R. Smith, S. P. Smith, Tylor, The 
O'Reilly, Turner, Wheeler, Wyudham, one visitor, and 
F. M. Williams (District Captain). 

Theo. Godleb, Captain. 



ANNUAL RACE MEETING. 
I should be very greatly obliged to the many members 
still in default if they would kindly send me the money 
for the tickets used by them, and at the same time return 
me their unused tickets. I am leaving town shortly, and 
am most anxious to get the Race Meeting affairs closed up 
and off my mind before I go. A P. 0.0. should be made 
payable at the Chief Office. 

Hbbbbet R. Boyce, Hon. Sec. 
35, Warrington Crescent, W., 
28th July, 1880. 



SATURDAY RUN. 

S.W. DiSTBIOT. 



(Omitted by accident. — Ed.) 
17th July. More settled weather, and the prospect of 
meeting our S.E. friends, brought out a better muster for 
Reigate than has been seen here for several weeks. Half a 
dozen members started from the "Griffin" at about 4.25, route 
by Ewell and Banstead Downs. The heat was very telling, 
and after the grind up to Banstead Station the strict disci- 
pline usually maintained in this Division was temporarily sus- 
pended ! At Burgh Heath a section who had come by the 
main Ewell road joined company. Reigate Hill was 
negotiated in open order and according to individual fancy. 
Here we met the S.E. District Captain and another memb^, 
and heard that their main body had arrived shortly before. 
On reaching the " Grapes " chaos was found prevailing ; no 
end of other clubs were stopping there, and the best rooms 
occupied. Above sixty machines were counted in the stable 
yard« However^- the resources of the establishment were 



elastic, and by degrees all wants were satisfied. Only one 
too inquiring member discovered that the milk was supplied 
by the " dry goods " store and not by Simpson and Co. 
After several men had left for Crawley, Horsham, etc., a 
start was effected at eight o'clock by the remainder, who 
kept company to Banstead. From here the ** South by 
West " section returned by Sutton, the West South West 
turning for Ewell, which was reached *^ exactly at lamp- 
lightin'-time." At Surbiton a thunderstorm, coming up 
rapidly, compelled shelter, and a delay of about an hour ; 
so that it' was close on midnight when the last man 
reached home. Distance from Kingston and return 29^ 
miles. Present : G. H. Gibbs, R. M. Gruggen, H. Jennings, 
R. M. Long, C. E. Parker, A. H. Rolls, St. J. Ryan, 
C. Taylor, and — Potter (visitor). 



S.E. District Notice.— There will be an unofficial run 
to East Grinstead, on Saturday next. Leave Central 
Croydon Station at 4.30 p.m. 



HOMEWARD BOUND. 



Another account has become the order of the day, and 
therefore let us record the return journey from Ewell of 
one N.E. and one N.W. member, who found themselves left 
behind, the main body having got under weigh at ten 
or twenty minutes to eight, and it then being five minutes 
past. The first start was not encouraging, going ofif a little 
fast with the distinct intention of catching up their pre- 
decessors. They met at the first corner two 'cyclists also 
rather in a hurry, and acting on the old principle of letting 
two of the party settle which party were the strongest, 
one of each company shot to the side of the road and the 
other two rode straight at one another. Viewed as an 
artistic performance it was fine, but the L.B.C. man, who, 
it is true, came o£f best, had to show a scratched knee, 
a bent treadle, and a machine which, to the unpractised 
eye, presented an appearance of hopeless collapse. How- 
ever, the wheel, under skilful management, shook itself 
straight, and the treadle after being taken off and put on 
again consented to act, and nothing daunted, though some- 
what delayed, the L.B.C. pair made a fresh start. It may 
have been tliat the slight damage to the one member 
made a pretty even handicap, at any rate neither party 
felt much fear of tiring the other, and both were anxious 
to catch the fugitive main body. Oliver Thorn was spoken, 
but it was only one word, as there was no time for more, 
and after that no signs of L.B.C. came to hand. One of 
the pair had started with all sorts of good intentions about 
lamps and bye-laws ; alas, only too soon to be forgotten, there 
really was not time. Tlie first dismount was in Kingston, 
where the crowd was so extreme that riding was absolutely 
impossible, and walking only a stage less so. After leaving 
that place inquiries began to be carefully made for our. 



Digitized by 



Ljoogle 



166 



LONDON BICYCLE CLUB GAZETTE. 



absent friends. Never were accounts more various — fifteen 
minutes, ten minutes^ five minutes ahead we were variously 
told, and of course many people had seen no one. Still 
they had a long start, and while there's life there's hope. 
The direct route through Richmond seemed more likely to 
be feasible than the Northern Guide's back way, so it was 
taken, and a friendly carriage which slowty made a way 
through the crowd for the two riders saved any need for a 
dismount. In this neighbourhood macadam is well known 
to be bad, and it was rather a steeplechasing business to 
race over it, but what will not a man do if he is bent on 
" getting there in time?" It was fairly dark before Kew, 
and here we had hoped to have found the party lighting up, 
or separating, or something, but no, not a sign; so with 
one thought that we were changing Surrey bye-laws for 
Middlesex, and a continued courtesy to all policemen 
accordingly, the pair rattled along, Eew macadam seeming 
by comparison quite good. The accounts of bicyclists ahead 
became more puzzling than ever at this point — half a mile, 
a quarter of a mile, eight minutes, and so on — and the 
damaged member began to feel his knee a little stiff, but 
while there was ever so little chance we determined to try. 
The police, I suppose, understood this, as one well-meaning 
constable who was nearly run down kindly gave us informa 
tion as to who were ahead. At Acton Station some lights 
were seen, but proved strangers, and the darkness of the lanes 
made the old pace difficult, until, just before reaching the 
Edgware Road, a report was given of 200 yards ahead. 
A fearful rush followed with the hope of victory at the last 
moment, but it was only to be again disappointed as straw 
hat« with yellow ribbons proved the wearers to be strangers ; 
with feeling of undisguised disgust the defeated pair turned 
oS the Edgware Road and slowly rode up in the direction 
of Hampstead, when one of the party happened to look at 
his watch — 9.50 — one hour and three quarters, and not 
quite two hours for the main body. What did it mean ? 
Still the facts of the ccse did not strike them, and they 
adjourned for a little refreshment and then slowly walked 
up the hill. A further comparison, however, of the times 
of going and coming showed such a startling variation that 
it was suggested that it would be as well to look in at the 
house of one of the main body and inquire. Anxiously we 
asked if the errant member was in. I am afraid the 
domestic was puzzled by the hilarious manner in which her 
announcement that he was not was received. The North- 
Wester retired damaged by his collision, but smiling, to his 
neighbouring domicile ; tlie North-Easter, after disturbing 
an expectant friend of the Northern Guide, to be sure that 
official was really not in, lighted his lamp at last and rode 
up on to the Heath, reaching that spot at 10.20, just twenty 
minutes before, as other accounts show, the regular com- 
pany made the same place. From this point the quiet 
downhill journey was compassed at a leisurely pace, and 
in all the glory of paraffin and bell, a course of scathing 



chaff was prepared for that gloomy official, who had inter- 
fered with the undersigned last week. The comer where 
he had stood was carefully examined, the neighbourhood 
all round was searched, but in the words of the poet — 
" The comer was there but the bobby was gone ;" he pro- 
bably feared again to fall into the awkward predicament 
he had been in the week before and gracefully retired. 

Ah Essex Mbmbeb. 



OLD WORLD HAUNTS. 
No doubt many bicyclists are desirous of seeing some of 
those ancient remains, whetlier British, Roman, or Early 
English, with which our island abounds. In the hope that 
I may be in a measure a guide to some of these places, I 
have ventured to arrange a series of short tours, which 
will each embrace $ certain number of interesting subjects, 
giving the fullest and best particulars in my power, both aa 
regards the places themselves and the roads by which to 
reach them. A considerable portion of my information has 
been derived from walking tours, before the bicycle gained 
me as one of its votaries, so that if my descriptions appear 
incorrect to riders, ihey will judge me leniently. 

McCuLLUM Hill. 



SiLCHxsTiB, Basing, Aitcisnt Eabtrwobkb itsab Andovib, Salisbukt 
Plain amd its Cubiositiis, Avibcrt, White Hobsi Vale, 

DOBCHianB, MXDlOENHAlf, AHD BiBHAM AbBST. 

Many a rider follows the course of the famous sixteen 
miles of road between Reading and Basingstoke, without 
knowing that by bearing to the right at Spencer's Wood 
(about one mile before reaching the river Loddon) he 
would reach, after a capital run of about three miles, the 
village of Mortimer ; then a turning to the left after passing 
through the principal part of the village will bring the 
traveller, after a hilly ride of about two and a quarter miles, 
to what remains of the celebrated Roman city of Galleva, 
better known by its Saxon name of Silchester or Selceastre, 
" the castle in the wood," a castle of some sise, too, covering 
120 acres, with gigantic walls some thirty or more feet in 
height entirely encompassing the city ; these walls, whicli 
are standing even now, are more than two miles in 
circumference. The ancient British had a camp here 
called Caer-Segont, which was surrounded by a thick 
forest, and in the Roman period Gonstantine was here 
crowned Emperor in 407 a.d. It was, however, entirely 
destroyed by Ella the Saxon in 493 a.d., since which time 
(some 1400 years) it has laid in ruina Under the 
directions of the Marquis of Wellesley, the lord of the 
manor, excavations have been going on for many years, and 
there are on view in the two museums on the spot 
thousands of curiosities of both the Roman and Saxon era, 
and the antiquarian may spend dsLjs in inspecting Hie 
baths with their original tessellate pavement, the sites of 
the Forum, the Temples, BasUica^ and the other hoets of 
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relics. No place in our island has yielded so many 
mementoes of the past ages as Silchester. Noticeable 
amongst the contents of the museums is a brick, on 
which, in rough characters, is traced the maker's name, 
" Birgillius." How one's thoughts wauder back to the 
days when " Birgillius/' perhaps in an idle moment, 
graved his name on his handiwork, little thinking 
that twenty centuries afterwards it would perpetuate his 
memory. The Romans were evidently fond of oysters, as 
the excavations in the Forum have brought to light bushels 
of shells of the luscious bivalve. At the north-east comer 
is the Amphitheatre, 150 feet by 120 ; this stands outside 
the walls of the city. These walls are in marvellous pre- 
servation, and present a most interesting study, from the 
quantity of trees and shrubs which literally grow in the 
interstices of the masonry. The city stands at the junction 
of the Roman roads from Salisbury and Winchester, and 
the great Roman road from London to Bath. Traces of 
the one from Silchester to Winchester may be seen over 
Rock Down and Worting, while tlie splendid Popham Lane 
is the actual road itself. That to Salisbury runs in the 
direction of Baughurst, and beyond Hannington some four 
miles is extant, this formerly joined the Port Way, beyond 
St. Mary Bourne. We will now go on our way to 
Old Basing House, the interesting ruins of which are well 
worth a visit. The road, however, from Silchester is not an 
easy one to find. After coming out on to Silchester Common, 
the left-hand road must be taken to Three Ashes and 
Clewett's Green ; it then crosses the railway, and a turn to 
the left and then to the right leads to Barefoot Cliffs, 
Bramley Green, and Sherfield, where the Reading road is 
again struck. A short distance beyond the thirteenth, 
milestone from Reading, the road to Old Basing is seen on 
the left hand. This famous place was once the site of a 
great castle of the De Port family, and Ethelred was defeated 
here in 871 by the Danes. After the Norman Conquest it 
was held by the Poynings and Paulets, many of whom lie 
buried in the adjoining church. The present remains of 
Old Basing House are famous for the two-years' siege it 
sustained, it being defended for Charles L against all the 
parliamentary leaders, until Cromwell himself in person 
took it, and made it into the ruins seen to day. The 
church ako is worth a visit. The direct road to Basing- 
stoke may now be taken, and pursued through Overton 
and Whitchurch to Andover. In the vicinity of Andover 
there are many ancient encampments, some of which show 
a great amount of engineering skill — Barnsbury Camp 
and Bury Hill are the principal ones. The latter 
possesses some of the finest specimens of British 
earthworks to be found anywhere. The capital road to 
Weyhill must now be followed, and the turn to the left 
taken down what is locally known as the Warminster Road; 
this is a very hilly and trying ride. On the left is seen a 
most striking hill, its top encircled with a belt of trees. 



This is Quarley Mount, another magnificent specimen of a 
British earthwork, from the summit of which a glorious 
view is obtained. The camp has four irregular dykes cut all 
around it, and is about 300 yards square ; is well worth the 
time taken to explore it. Resuming our route, the village of 
Park House, 9^ miles from Andover, is reached ; beyoud 
this the road rises to the top of Haradon Hill, a wild spot, 
down the steepest side of which, it is said, the world- 
renowned owner of Tidworth House once rode full gallop, 
the offer of a large sum of money not proving sufficient 
incentive for anyone to try and rival the feat. The next 
place is Amesbury (inn, " The George "). This place is of 
great antiquity. About one mile on the road to Stonehenge 
is Vespasian's Camp, 39 acres in extent, which was first a 
British earthwork thrown up by Ambrosius Aurelius, and 
afterwards strengthened by the Romans; it stands on 
both sides of the road, at the summit of the hill, and is 
thickly covered with wood ; the fortifications can, however, 
be clearly traced by the ordinary observer. About one 
mile further that marvellous relic, '' Stonehenge," is 
reached. This stands on an elevation, to the right hand 
of the road to Wiley, llie immense expanse of rolling 
downs which surround it detract greatly from its appearance, 
as one sees it for the first time from the Amesbury road ; 
but as I first saw it, viz., being driven blindfold in a trap 
right into the centre of the circle, it is most awe-inspiring. 
The word Stonehenge is firom the Saxon " Stanhenges," or 
the hanging-stones. Various theories have been propounded 
as to its origin— some say it is a Phoenician temple of the 
sun-worshippers, others suppose it to be Celtic or Druidical, 
while there is a wild legend extant to the effect that 
"Merlin," the great enchanter, was employed by the 
British king Ambrosius to pkce them where they now 
stand. The plan comprises what is known as the " sacred 
way," a circular embankment, two concentric circles of huge 
stones, and two ellipses, the great and the small A some- 
what curious circumstance, and one that supports the idea 
of "sun-worship," is that the sun rises on June 21st 
exactly over the apex of the " Gnomon," or Friar's Hill 
(I once saw more than twenty people there on that day at 
sunrise, some years since), and standing on the altar-stone 
the effect is striking. Murray's guide books give a full 
description of this marvel, so I will leave your readers to look 
it up, merely remarking that the stones number ninety- 
three, and that the long stone (leaning) is twenty-six feet in 
length and weighs forty tons, and the hurgest, now broken 
in two, weighs forty-five tons. 

Salisbury Plain itself was, until lately, a huge rolling 
down, bare of trees, and quite waste land, but lately it has 
been placed under cultivation. It abounds in ancient 
camps and barrows. The most noteworthy of these earth- 
works is Farnbury Castle, on the Winterboume road. 
Many of the barrows have been opened, and various relics 
found in them. At the south comer of the Plam (which^ by 
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the bye, has an average elevation of about 400 feet above sea 
level) stands what remains of Old Sarum ; no less than five 
Boman roads converged at this city, which was of the 
greatest importance.' Sarum ("The dry town") was for- 
merly the Roman " Sorbiodunum," afterwards the British 
" Sarisbyrig," and was captured in 552 a.I). by Eenric the 
Saxon. The immense vallum is said to have been the work 
of Alfred the Great in 871 a.d. A Norman castle after- 
wards stood there, but during the fifteenth century it fell 
into ruins, and now nothing except a few stones and its 
remarkable earthworks remain. Until 1832, when it was 
disfranchised, this waste piece of land actually returned 
two members to Parliament. 

We will now wend our way across the plain by Shrewton 
Clump and Market Lavington to Devizes, and taking the 
road towards Marlborough we will stop at Silbury Hill, a 
gigantic barrow on the right side of the road. It measures 
1680 feet in circumference at base, and 315 at top, is 135 
feet high, is the largest tumulus in Europe, and covers the 
space of 5 acres 34 perches. It was explored by the 
Arch»ological Society in 1850. It is estimated that to 
raise such a work now would cost from £15,000 to £20,000. 
One mile and 600 yards north of this mound is the village 
of Avebury. This village, with an area of 28 acres, was 
the site of a great Druidical temple, formerly consisting of 
650 stones; a ditch and vallum surrounded it. This is 
well worth a visit, although it has been sadly destroyed 
to build houses in the village. It is supposed that Stone- 
henge, Silbury Hill, and Avebury were all parts of a great 
astronomical system in ancient times. 

The next route we follow is Wroughton and Swindon 
to Lambom, three miles distant from which is Ashdown, 
the scene of the famous battle in 871 a.d. between 
Alfred and the Danes, and which has been no doubt 
brought to our readers' notice in Tom Brown's School 
Days, Some curious stones, called the grey wethers, and 
which look like a flock of sheep, lie on the turf round 
Ashdown House (Earl Craven's seat). Three miles off is 
the Vale of the White Horse, which takes its name from 
the figure of a galloping horse on the north-west side of a 
chalk hill nearly 900 feet high. This figure, which 
measures 374 feet in length, is said to be in memory of 
Alfred's great victory at Ashdown. A festival called The 
Scouring of the White Horse is held here every year. 
There are one or two fine camps on the hills, and Waylaud 
Smith's Cave is in the vicinity, while close to a smiJl inn 
stands the celebrated " blowing stone," out of which, for a 
small fee, a yokel will produce some most unearthly noises. 
Turning our faces towards Wantage (the birthplace of 
Alfred the Great), we ride through Abingdon to Dorchester, 
the Durocma of the Romans, and Dorces-ceastre of the 
Saxons ; many Boman relics have been found there. It is 
now chiefly famous for its fine old abbey church, principally 
of the thirteenth-century work^ but bearing earlier tracesy 



in which is a famous window called the "Jesse" window, 
representing genealogical descent from Jesse. There are 
some curious barrows in a field near the river. Our route 
now lies towards Henley-on-Thames, but instead of crossing 
the river we now bear to our left, and, passing Fawley 
Court and Hambledon, arrive at Medmenham, a beautiful 
spot, surrounded by woods. Close to the river stands the 
remains of a Cestertian abbey, founded in 1204 A.I)., by 
De Bolbec. This abbey, during part of last century, be- 
came the haunt of a most mysterious community called 
the Franciscans, who, it is reported, carried out some wild 
orgies here. Their motto, which may be seen over the 
east doorway, is ''Fay ce que vou-dray " (sic). Wilkes was 
born here, and his cradle was shown until it gradually dis- 
appeared under the pilfering fingers of sundry visitors. From 
this charming spot a beautiful ride will be enjoyed by 
Danesfield (Scott Murray, Esq.), Rashleigh Wood to Great 
Marlow, and thoDce to London by either the Uxbridge 
or Bath roads. I have not thought it necessary to give 
the distances of these tours, as they would be misleading, 
and in visiting places of this description distance cannot 
be calculated in miles. Some rough and steep hills will 
be found at various places, notably between Mortimer, 
Silche^ter, and Sherfield, Andover and Amesbury, on 
Salisbury Plain, and especially at Lavington. By-the-bye, 
at Pottern there is a remarkable church tower, about as 
large as the whole church. 

STRAY NOTES. 

A circular has been issued by the Pickwick B.C. inviting 

other Clubs to send delegates to a meeting to be held on 

August 5th, when the representation of the various counties 

by selected teams, similar to those in the cricketing world, 

will be discussed. 

• ••••• 

M. D. Rucker carried off two prizes last week at the 
Eastbourne Sports — one for a tricycle race^ the other for a 

"slow." 

• ••••• 

A Study at Ewell.-^Three South-Westers plotting their 
autumnal Continental tour in the " Olyn Arms " summer- 
house, the frivolous and irrepressible South-Easters making 

them, meantime, a target for their garden bowls. 

• ••••• 

I believe the S. W. run on Saturday week was to Moulsey. 
I counted no less than eight members of various Districts 
at the Regatta. As in Lord Byron's day, " Some o'er the 
Thamis row the ribboned fair," and not unnaturally, in 
these hot July days, like it better than sandy roads and 

tea-fights. 

• ••••• 

The Crystal Palace Company have yielded to the re- 
peated requests of metropolitan bicyclistB, and have decided 
to form a proper bicycle track round one of the great 
basins, a corner of which will be bridged over for the 
purpose. 
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A simple and iaexpensi^e mode, as they say in the 
cookery book, of getting a rise off a S.E. man, is to suggest 
that he join in an Essex ride. His accoBtomed gaiety at 
once forsakes him, he clutches eagerly at the weakest 
straws, and gives you a thousand admirable reasons why 
he can't. " Its too flat over there," he will tell you ; or, 
"the sea air don't agree with his bright work;" or his 
"machine isn't suited to gravel roads— goes better on 
macadam." When hard pressed, he will tell mythical tales 
of "moving accidents by flood and field," which have 
befallen two or three of the more prominent men in his 
district, when, beguiled by the specious promises of a wily 
member, they have left their happy country to penetrate 
the terra incognita. Such yams have sunk so deep into 
his unadventurous soul that he prefers to "'ammer, 
'ammer, 'ammer on the 'ard 'igh roads" of Kent to a 

cruise across the river and a ramble in Essex lanes. 

• ••*•• 

In the Open Mile Handicap of the Arion B.C. on Satur- 
day last at Stamford Bridge, 0. Thorn, A. Butler, and W. 
Wyndham were racing. The last, with 70 yards start, won 
his first heat in 3 min. 7f sec. He also won his heat in 
the second round in 2 min. 57^ sec. In the final he was 
unfortunately not successful, owing to the fall of the man 

in front of him. 

• ••••• 

I am a little exercised about the new tricycle which is to 
do 25 miles in the hour, and to be propelled by compressed 
air. Also the " omnicycle," about which such strange tales 

are told, is a source of curiosity to me. 

• ••••• 

Dan Young is located at Colombo. Owing to heat and 
roughness of roads he has exchanged his 'cycle for the lawn 

tennis bat. 

• •«••• 

Good jokes travel fast and far. When riding in Germany 
the other day I heard a rustic say, " Das Rad geht ja 
herum ;" not a bad rendering of our own, " Hi, marster ! 

yer wheels agoen' round." 

• •«••« 

The glorious uncertainty of the law illustrated. — For 
knocking down an old man in the road at Wiesbaden a 
member's brother was fined 1 mark (laX while his com- 
panion who was riding on the footpath at the time was 
fined 2 marks by the authorities. 

Bicycling is advancing in Germany, and in Wiesbaden, 
where at the beginning of last year the sport was almost 
unknown, there are now more than a dozen machines, and 
runs of six or eight in company are reported as most 
successful. Not only English residents, but also several 
foreigners own bicycles, which are, however, all English 

built. 

• •«••« 

In these hard times, and with coals at their present 
price, any chance of making money should be seized. I 
may say in confidence that I have been taken with the 



happy thought of collecting cash for unpaid Race Tickets-* 
of course for our Hon. See,, you know, I am pleased to 
learn firom him that there is still a lot of this capital un- 
appropriated ; so that, with fairish luck, you may expect to 
be deprived of your Stray Notes for a couple of weeks, and 
should you leave town owing to the deprivation and be 
passing through Paris towards the end of August look 
into its gilded halls, where you may hope to meet with 

L'homxb qui Arr. 



EXCHANGE LIST. 
Advertisements can be inserted toithout expense. 

48-in. "Club" Gatest pattern), half nickel-plated. 
Quite new. Price, together with accessories, £\2. Can be 
seen by appointment with H. T. Crosby, 21, Gordon 
Square, W.C. 

56-in. " Club," weight 41 lbs. with saddle and treadles — 
patent hollow felloes — ^with the original spring fixed behind 
and free in front ; has been used much tor racing, but is 
comfortable over macadam or paving. Price, with bran 
new Salsburv hub-lamp, JB8 10s. — John Scott, 3, Wells 
Street, Gray s Inn Road. 

56-inch " Timberlake," all bright, with patent brake; a 
capital roadster in thorough order. Can be seen at any 
time. Price £S. Also 51-inch "Stassen," with eccentric- 
brake, lately painted and done up. Price only £4 4s. 
Would fit a beginuer.— E. H. Pollock, 25, Thuriow Road, 
Hampstead, N.W. 

RACING FIXTURES. 
July 31st. — ^Railway Clearing House, Stamford Bridg& 
July 31st. — ^Briffhton B.C. Annual Race Meeting. 
Aug. 2nd. — ^Bedford Amateur B.C. Race Meeting. 

To tie Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 

Sib, — In my last I promised I would send you a report 
of the health and welfare of the resident member of our 
China contingent. The first thing that strikes me is, that 
although /have been away from home three months longer 
than he has, and have only just arrived here, he is already 
an inhabitant of long standing, and seems generally known 
and liked for his powers of making himself agreeable, and 
his many and varied accomplishments. He has been re- 
christened, and on asking the reason for the new name of 
" Bill," I was told he had on one occasion been addressed 
as Sykes, and to avoid confusion to the speaker he had 
answered to that name, so it was assumed he would also 
answer to the name of Bill, and such seems to be the case. 
His manners and customs are young, and he seems very 
light out of school hours, but his Taipan, or principal, seems 
struck with his stately and solemn way of conducting office 
matters. 

The life here seems to suit our mutual friend very well 
in some respects ; for instance, he has a native servant (who 
answers to the name of " boy," however mature an age he 
may have reached) who acts as a sort of keeper, and does 
everything for him except eating and business, which he 
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still has to do for himself. To begin the day (as he has 
unfortanately forgotten how t^ shave), a Chinese barber 
comes and shaves him before he leaves his bed. When he 
does get up his bath is quite ready, and he has nothing to 
do but get into it. His clothes are all put out for him, 
studs in shirts, and all that done (I have heard of some 
"boys" who take a turn out of doors before calling their 
masters, that they may take observations on the weather, 
and put out the right suit of clothes), and if by any chance 
anything else is wanted, though it may only be at the other 
end of die room, he cannot go for it, but calls the "boy," 
waiting, of course, till the "boy" hears his call and comes to 
ike rescue, when he could probably have satisfied his wants 
by obtaining the article himself with less expenditure of 
time and energy. Two coolies are waiting outside to 
carry him in a chair about five hundred yards 
to his ofiice, and they wait on him all day long, 
and up till any hour of night or morning that he may 
be going home, carrying him as far and long as he likes. 
In the afternoon, if he comes to change for tennis or 
racquets, he will call for his clothes ; the "bay" probably this 
time will take off his boots and socks and put on others 
for him. After his game, whatever it may be, he goes down 
to the swimming-bath, where his " boy" has gone with another 
change of raiment. On a hot night, putting on his dinner 
or dress clothes, it is necessary that the "boy" shall keep a 
fan going about his neck and head, so that the collar may 
have some stiffness when first he appears in public. 

I must not lead you to suppose he has nothing but Bass 
and bowls ; I believe he does have some work in the Grown 
Solicitor's ofiice, but I must leave him to tell you about 
that. The climate and occupation seem to suit him at 
present. He still has a good character for tricks, singing, 
billiards, eta, and I heard some one expressing an opinion 
at the bath that he has not yet shown them how he can 
swim. The Chinese who have seen some of his conjuring 
are firmly persuaded that he is under the influence of evil 
spirits. The Chinese shopkeepers welcome him into their 
shops, as he will often show them some little trick. He 
was in a curio shop with me, and the amount to pay, after 
taxing, came to nine dollars and thirty cents ; he put a 
small curio in his left hand, and appeared to take it away 
with his right, and then offered to pay the Chinaman thirty 
cents extra if he told him which hand the curio was in, 
and to deduct thirty cents if he was wrong. The China- 
man, who is always ready for gambling, agreed, and pointed 
with the most amusing confidence to the wrong hand. 

Stokes has appeared on the boards here with considerable 
success on several occasions, and in addition, by introducing 
some new, or at least here hitherto unknown step, soon 
became the favourite of the fair partners and the object of 
envy of all the gentlemen at all the balls last winter. 

In case you should be led to suppose that my descrip- 
tions are rather highly coloured, I must protect myself by 



saying that, though he was obliged to blush, he could not 
deny the strict coitectness of each and every particular as 
to the helpless state to which he is reduced witliout his 
servants. 

My excuse for taking up so much of your valuable qmce 
must be the supiwsition that your readers will feel interest 
in hearing of their fellow Clubman's existence at this side 
of the world, or m other words, how he gets on with the 
" roughing it in China." 

With best good wishes to the Club collectively and sepa- 
rately, I am, dear Sir, yours truly, 

FRA27CIS GODLBB, 

01obe*trotting Treasurer and N.E. Dist Capt. 
Hong Kong, 14ih June, 1880. 



7b the Editor qfii$ London Bicycle Club Gazette. 

Sir, — ^I have often heard General Meets advocated for 
this reason, viz., that members of all Districts may have 
the opportunity of meeting now and then, of making one 
another's acquaintance, and of mingling together in a 
friendly way. This is all very well, and everyone will 
approve it, but I fail to see how this is to be accomplished 
it General Meets are carried out as the Ewell Meet was last 
Saturday. 

When the N.E, N.W., and W. arrived at 6.30 (the time 
tea was to have been ready), they found no one waiting to 
greet them as is usually the way, but on proceeding up- 
stairs they were astonished to see the S.E. in the middle 
of tea, and the table quite filled up. The excuse given 
was, I believe, that there was not room for all, and so 
they had tea first. The consequence, of course, was that 
those who had come a lon^ way over bad roads into another 
District, had to wait until that District had satisfied its 
wants and left the room, when the strangers could sit down 
by themselves and get what they could. As to the tea 
itself the less said the better, for nothing was good, and 
considering the charge, and that a total of about £4 : 10s. 
was taken by the landlord, the meal should at least have 
been of fair quality. If there was not room for all, the 
S.E. should certainly have waited till their visitors arrived, 
and then the whole parhr could have sat down comfortably 
in two detachments, ana would have seen something of one 
another. The N.B., N.W., and W. have never, I am sure, 
treated other Districts in this way, and I trust never will. 
— Tours truly, An Old Member. 

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
J. W. Wilson. — ^Thank you for communications. Shall 
be glad to receive more from vou. 
H. T. Crosby.— There is no charge for advertising, 
f ' Loss OF THE MtDSHiPMiTB." — Noxt week. 

NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
All contiibaiiona mutt be BddreBsed to *< The Editor, L.B.C. Gftxette, 
86, Eastcheftp, E.C.," and must bear the name of the author, though not 
necetHurily for insertion. They must be written on one side of the 

Ctper only, and, if immediate insertion is desired, most be received not 
ter than Wednesday morning. Messrs. Barlii^ sapply portfolios in 
which unbound copies of the Gazitix may be kept ; cost is 2a, ; stamped 
on outside with the Club badge. There are stiU a few ootctb for 187S, 
and members can be supplied with back numbers of the Gauttb at the 
cost of Id. each. 
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The Editor will be out of town for a week, or perhaps 
two, and hopes members will send in their contributions 
quite early in the week, so that delay in issue of the 
Gazette may be avoided. 

BICYCLING AT BIRMINGHAM. 
(From our Special Correspondent in tie Midlands,) 

The bicycling meeting in connection with the Birmingham 
C. and F.C., held at Aston on Saturday week, was a great 
success, and will long be remembered by all who were 
present. Lately, we in the Midlands have been accustomed 
to hear a great deal about fast performances and close 
finishes, and I am sorry to say our brethren throughout the 
country generally, and those in London in particular, do 
not seem to be inclined to believe our reports. But despite 
their unbelief, the facts remain. The times were taken by 
about four watches, and in every case they agreed, so that, 
80 far at least as times go, we are correct. No little praise 
is due to the handicapper, as the races in every way were 
satisfactory, and that grumbling, which is so often heard 
among athletes as to their starts, was on Saturday 
conspicuous by its absence. 

Londoners have alwa^'s considered themselves a lung way 
ahead of the provinces in racing matters, but after the per- 
formances on Saturday week of Palmer and Moore in the 
mile, and of Bennett in the ten miles, they will, I hope, 
give us a little of the credit that is now due to us. Cortis 
seemed to be in very good condition, in fact his times prove 
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him to be so. His riding in all the races was simply grand, 
and the thousands of spectators who were attracted to the 
grounds by his name alone were not disappointed in him. 
On his first appearance on the path he was loudly cheered, 
and on his winning the Three Miles Handicap and Ten 
Miles Scratch Race he received quite an ovation. 

The first event was the One Mile Open, in which, with 
one exception only, the scratch men won their heats. Cortis, 
who was of course scratch, won his heat easily, in 2 min. 
53} sec. Palmer, with 30 yards, had a fine race with 
Perry, 80 yards, and after the way in which the latter shot 
him on the tape a few weeks ago, it was thought by some a 
similar occurrence would have taken place. It was not so, 
however; although Perry tried his utmost, Palmer won 
easily by about five yards ; time, 3 min. The third heat 
Baugh placed to his credit, from the 40 yards mark, in 
2 min. 59j sec , and the fourth was won by Moore, in 
2 min. 55f sec. In the fifth heat, Vaugliton, 60 yards, 
was scratch man, but he did not seem to ride with his 
usual dash, and failed by thirty yards to reach Hisco, 150 
yards, who won rather easily in 2 min. 55 sec. The last 
heat produced as fine a race and finish as I have ever seen ; 
Rankin, 100 yards, held the lead half way round the last 
lap, and it looked as if Chambers, 75 yards, could not catch 
him ; in the straight, however, he drew level, and a splendid 
finish was the result, the judges giving a dead heat ; time, 
2 min. 50f sec. The final was now looked forward to with 
great interest. .Moore, who had ten yards start of Palmer, 
cut out the pace, and the two made a grand struggle ; tliey 
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quickly OYerhauIed Rankin and Hisco, and on entering the 
straight for the last time they still retained their original 
start of Gortis, who in the meantime had run into third 
place. Half way down the straight Palmer passed Moore, 
and won by about ten yards ; the latter, easing up, secured 
second honours, Cortis third, closely followed by Rankin ; 
time, 2 min. 51 sec. Moore rode splendidly, but lacks the 
pluck, I think, of older and more experienced riders. The 
time was quite up to Palmer's best performances of last 
season, and is certainly his best for this year, and shows 
that whatever his form may have been a few weeks ago, he 
is now in his very best condition. 

Both heats of the Open Three Miles produced good races. 
In the first, Qreen, 470 yards, held the lead into the last 
mile, closely followed by Smith, who took the head of affairs 
in the last lap but one. Cortis had now gradually worked 
his way up to Baugh, 100 yards, and the pair were coming 
along at a great pace, Cortis leading. In the last lap but 
one Baugh spurted past Cortis, and in the straight the 
latter again was in front. Going up the hill for the last 
time Cortis ran up to Smith and Green, closely followed by 
Baugh. Coming down the straight the order was Cortis, 
Smith, Baugh, and Green. Time, 9 min. 12j^ sec. The 
second heat was not quite so exciting as the first, although 
the finish was very close. Palmer, 100 yards, overhauled 
Bennett and Perry at half distance, when the former stopped- 
Chambers, of Lincoln, 300 yards, made a fine spurt in the 
last lap and wrested the lead from Palmer, who had assumed 
the head of affairs in the previous round. Coming down 
the straight Palmer made his effort, and although the 
judges gave a dead heat I am of opinion the Lincoln man 
had slightly the best of it. Perry third, and Darlington 
fourth. Time, 9 min. 21 f sec. The final heat was some- 
what shorn of its interest by the non-appearance of Palmer 
and Baugh, who were saving themselves for the scratch race. 
The race itself requires very little description ; Cortis at 
half distance was 100 yards behind the leaders. Smith and 
Chambers. At this point, however, he put the pace on, 
and gradually working his way up, a mile from home he 
was only three yards behind. The race was now virtually 
over, Cortis, taking matters very easily, won by ten yards 
from Smith, Chambers being over 150 yards in the rear. 
Time, 9 min. 26^ sec. 

The great event of the day, and the last on the programme, 
was the Ten Miles Scratch Race. The starters were Cortis, 
Palmer, Perry, Bennett, Darlington, and Vaughton. Dar- 
lington led during the first two miles, closely followed by 
the whole field. On commencing the third mile, Cortis 
made a fine spurt, and assumed the lead, closely followed 
by Palmer and Bennett, leaving Perry, Vaughton, and Dar- 
lington far in the rear. After going another mile, Perry 
and Vaughton stopped ; Darlington kept on, but gradually 
lost ground on the leaders, who were going on at a very 
even pace. This was the order until the fifth mile, when 



Palmer took the head of affairs ; Cortis, however, did not 
seem to be content with second place, and again assumed 
the lead. In the sixth mile the champion made some 
splendid efforts to get away, but Palmer and Bennett 
answered gamely, and he never seemed able to gain a yard 
on them. Matters now remained unaltered until the 
beginning of the seventh mile, when Bennett with a fine 
spurt assumed the lead, closely followed by Palmer, Cortis 
being third. Tlie trio now overlapped Darlington, who 
gave up after going a couple more laps. Little more 
description is necessary, excepting that Cortis ran into 
second place in the eighth mile. During the last couple of 
miles Cortis tried his very utmost to get past Bennett, the 
pair riding neck and neck, Palmer sticking close to the 
back wheels of his opponents — ^it was thought the latter 
was riding a waiting race. When the bell rang last lap the 
excitement was intense. Cortis and Bennett raced dead 
level all the way round. On entering the straight the 
champion made a fearful effort ; Bennett, however, 
answered gamely, and the pair came down the straight at a 
terrific pace. Just on the tape Cortis managed to get his 
wheel about a foot in front, and thus ended one of the 
finest struggles ever witnessed. Half-way down the straight 
Palmer, who seemed dead beat, gave up. Time, 33 min. 
39 sec. 

Owing to the size of the lap at Aston it is impossible to 
give the exact times for the different miles, but below will 
be found the times for leader during each round. The lap 
is 500 yards, and the start was effected 100 yards back 
from the winning post. The times are as follows the first 
100 yards : 

H. 8. 

12 Darlington, Bennett, Cortis, Palmer, Vaughton, Perry 
15— __— -- 

21— _—-._- 

2 67 — ._ _ ^ — — 

8 63— — — — — — 

4 61— — — — — — 

6 48— ^— — — — 

6 45— — — — — — 

7 43— — — — — — 

8 82 Cortis, Palmer, Bennett 

9 22 — — — 
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H. 8. 

24 22 B«]iiiett, Palmer, Cortia 

25 20 — — — 

26 18 — — — 

27 11 — — — 

28 6 Bennetty Coiiui, Palmer 

29 1 — — — 
29 55 — — — 
80 58 — — — 
31 61 — — — 

82 48 Bemiett, Cortia, Palmer (10 mflea) 

83 89 Oortia, Bemiett, Palmer (10 mUea 500 yards) 



TRICYCLE RACE AT LILLIE BRIDGE. 

Last week a tricycle race, promoted by the authorities of 
Lillie Bridge Grounds, was contested over the well-known 
running path, the distance being ten miles. The entries 
were only eight in number, and the prizes consisted of money. 
Unfortunately rain fell previous to the race, and the course 
was rendered extremely soft and heavy. Some very different 
styles of machines were used, but we need hardly add that 
the issue was decided quite apart from the merits or demerits 
which distinguished the tricycles engaged. 

For the first heat the following were started : H. Thresher, 
C. Garrard, J. Farley, and W. Jacksou. Jackson, who is an 
elderly man, rode a machine of his own construction, fitted 
with an endless chain attachment and multiplying gear 
which prevented his getting along over the soft ground, and 
he shortly gave up. Farley was on a machine constructed 
with the handles, saddle, backbone, and hind wheel of the 
bicycle, but instead of sitting over one driving wheel as in 
the bicycle, he worked the cranked axle of two large wheels 
of equal size placed either side of him, the extremities of 
the front fork being widened out, and reaching to the hubs 
of the wheels. Thresher, a professional bicyclist, and 
(jarrard, a bicycle maker of Uxbridge, were mounted on two 
diminutive machines called '' Gnats," and made by the latter. 
The driving wheel, about twenty-six inches in diameter, was 
situated in the centre, behind the seat, and driven from the 
treadles by an endless chain with multiplying gear. The 
steering was from the two side wheels of 20 or 22 inches in 
height. To keep up any pace on these required a very rapid 
movement of the legs, and the course being heavy was all 
iu their favour ; added to which it was palpable that both 
riders were in good condition. With these advantages they 
simply ran away from Farley, who appeared to labour 
considerably, and Thresher finished the distance, ten yards 
in advance'of Garrard, in 46 min. 39 sec. ; Farley two-thirds 
of a mile behind. The second heat was contested by T. 
Hutchins, J. Hawkins, and A. L. BuUer. The latter rode a 
"Coventry" by the Tangent and Coventry Tricycle Company, 
working by lever action a large driving wheel upon the left, 
and steering by two small wheels upon the right^one in 
front, the other behind. The machine, however, was old; 
in bad condition, and the rider was cramped ridiculously 



upon it. He rode a mile or so at a slow pace, and then gave 
up. Hutchings was on a '* Meteor," made by Starley and 
Sutton, of Coventry, and driving by rotary action and the end- 
less chain the right-hand wheel, the guiding wheel being in 
the centre behind. Hawkins rode an " Excelsior." Hutchings 
took the lead shortly after the start, and won by sixty yards 
in 51 min. 16 sec. Neither rode hard, as both were to start 
in the final heat. This resulted, as might have been 
expected from the different condition of the men, in an 
easy victory for Garrard and Thresher. They rushed away 
with the lead, and at two miles were six hundred yards ahead. 
Hawkins and Hutchings kept together till five miles were 
finished by the leaders in 21 min. 32 sec., when Hutchings 
gave up, and Hawkins rode quietly on ; the others raced 
away to the finish. Thresher was evidently in the best 
condition, but Garrard won by six yards in 44 min. 46 sec, 
his spring breaking as he iiassed the post. 



THE PROPOSED CRYSTAL PALACE RACE TRACK. 

IMPOETAUT STEPS TAKEN. 

On Tuesday, July 20th, Messrs. Botterill(South Norwood), 
H. L. Cortis (Wanderers), and W. B. Tanner (West Kent), 
three members of the deputation nominated at the recent 
meeting of South London clubs, waited upon the directors 
of the Crystal Palace Company, and presented the memorial 
which had been signed on behalf of 28 clubs, numbering 
upwards of 1350 members. After some little discussion on 
the subject, the directors stated that they were prepared to 
lay down a good cinder track round the Southern Basin, 
and would be glad of any advice in the matter which the 
deputation could aflford them. On Friday last we under- 
stand Mr. H. L. Cortis went over the proposed ground with 
Major Flood Page, and discussed tlie mode of laying down 
the path. 



HOTEL CHARGES DIRECTORY. 

With a view to afford tourists information as to the 
hotels in various towns, a committee, consisting of members 
of several clubs, have drawn up and issued a book under 
this head. It contains the names of close upon one thou- 
sand hotels in about eight hundred towns, with a list of 
the tariffs in force at each, and also the distances firom 
London of the several places. An attempt has been made 
to give recommendations concerning some of the houses^ 
but this must ever be a difficult task, for an hotel which 
will be recommended by one man will, perhaps, meet with 
unqualified condemnation from others ; besides which, inns 
are constantly changing hands. Nevertheless, we think 
the list will be found of great use to riders who are accus- 
tomed to travel about the country, and it will admit of 
unlimited extension. 
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FIXTURES FOR CLUB MEETS. 



Date. 



N.E. 



N.W. 



W. 



S.W. 



S.E. 
Croydon Divigion. 



S.E. 
Bloekheath DiTirion 



3.30 Lea Bridge 
Eoad, 3.45 Sy- 
bom's Comer for 
Hertford. Meet 
N.W. 



3.45 " Jack Straw's 
Castle" for Hert- 
ford Meet N.£. 



3.45 "BeU Inn," 
Hounslow, for 
Cookham. 



4.0 "Griffin," King, 
ston, for Mickle- 
ham. 



4.10 Central Croy- 
don Station for 
Chelsfield. Meet 
Blackheath Div. 



4.10 Old Lewisham 
Church for Chela- 
field. Meet Croy- 
don Division. 



3.30 Lea Bridge 
Boad,3.45Sybom's 
Comer, for Epping. 



8.45 '< Jack Straw's 
CasUe," for Rick- 
mansworth. 



3.16 Acton Church, 
for Farnham 
BoyaL 



4.30 Merton DoaUe 
Gates, for Adding- 
ton. 



4.10 Central Croy- 
don Station for 
East Grinstead. 



3.30 Old Lewisham 
Church for Cater- 
ham. 



Auaun 2l8T.— All Districts run to Harrow-on-tha-Hill, time and place of starting to be published in the Gazkttx. 



I 



3 30 Lea Bridge 
Iload,3.45Sybom's 
Comer, for Up- 
minster. 



3.45 "Jack Straw's 
Castle" for Bad- 
lett. 



3.45 Harlesden 
Green for Abbott's 
Langley. 



4.30 Cross Boad 
N.E. comer of 
Hanworth Park 
forVirginiaWater. 



4.45 West Wickham. 
Paper Chase. 



SATURDAY RUN. 

S.E. DisTBicr. 

There was an unofficial run to East Qrinstead on Satur* 
day last in which eight members and a member's brother 
took part. The roads were rather muddy, aud there was a 
wind against them, but they reached their destination in 
fairly quick time. After the usual good tea they spent a 
jolly evening, which was enlivened by music and the jokes 
of the Euight of the Bath, who had come from the N.E. 
Three members rode up on Monday through torrents of 
rain, and were wet through; this is mentioned for the 
benefit of the district visitor, whose presence was much 
wished for. Present at the run : A. and A. Herbert, F. 
and J. Kinder, J. W. Potter, A. 0. Tylor, E. H. Hindley 
(N.E.), — Herbert (visitor), and F. M. Williams. 



S.E. DISTRICT. 

As the District Captain is going out of town for about a 
fortnight, W. Johns has kindly undertaken to attend the 
meets in the Croydon Division in his place till bis return. 



LAND'S END TO JOHN O'GROArS. 

Our readers may be interested in knowing that the 
journey from the Land's End to John O'Groat's has been 
for the first time accomplished per bicycle. Starting from 
Land's End July 12, two members of the Canonbury 
Bicycle Club rode over the intervening 900 miles to John 
O'Groat's at an average pace of seventy miles per day, 
reaching that far-off comer on the 24th^ thus covering the 
entire distance in thirteen days. 



HIGHWAYS AND LOCOMOTIVES (AMENDMENT) 
ACT, 1878. 

New bye-laws for the West Riding of Yorkshire, made 
by the Justices of the West Riding of the County of York, 
as the County Authority of the said West Riding, at the 
General Quarter Sessions, on the 5th April, 1880, and con- 
firmed by the Local Government Board, on the 26th June, 
1880, for regulating the use of bicycles. 

IXTBNT OF BYE-LAWS. 

These bye-laws shall extend and apply to all main roads 
or other highways within the several highway areas in the 
West Riding of the County of York. 

BICTCLES. 

Throughout the bye-laws for regulating the use of 
bicycles the expression "bicyclist" means a person riding, 
impelling, or otherwise using or having the management 
or control of a bicycle on any main road or other highway. 

A bicyclist shall not ride or impel a bicycle upon any 
footway, pavement, or causeway made or set apart for the 
use or accommodation of foot passengers except for the 
purpose of crossing the same. 

Every bicyclist using a bicycle upon any main road or 
other highway after sunset, and before sunrise, shall carry 
a lamp properly lighted and fixed in front of such bicycle. 

Every bicycUst who overtakes any waggon, wain, cart or 
carriage, or any horse, mule, or other beast of burden, or 
any foot passenger proceeding along the carriage-way, shall, 
when within a reasonable distance from and before passing 
such waggon, wain, cart or carriage, horse, mule or other 
beast of burden, or such foot passenger, by sounding a bell 
or whistle, give audible and sufficient warning of the 
approach of his bicycle. 



Digitized by 



Ljoogle 



LONDON BICYCLE CLUB GAZETTE. 



165 



Every bicyclist who overtakes and passes any waggon, 
wain, cart or carriage, or any horse, mule, or other beast of 
burden, shall keep his bicycle to the right or off-side of the 
carriage-way. 

In every case where a bicyclist meets or overtakes any 
waggon, wain, cart or carriage, or horse, mule, or other 
beast of burden, and where, by reason of such meeting or 
overtaking any animal drawing such waggon, wain, cart or 
carriage, or such horse, mule, or other beast of burden, may 
become restive or alarmed, or may cease to be under the 
due control of the person for the time being in charge of such 
waggon, wain, cart or carriage, or of such horse, mule, or 
other beast of burden, such bicyclist shall, upon the request 
of such person, dismount as speedily as possible, and shall 
continue dismounted so long as may be reasonably necessary. 

FINES. 

Every person breaking any of the foregoing bye-laws shall 
be liable for any one offence to a fine of two pounds ; pro- 
vided, nevertheless, that the Court of Summary Jurisdiction 
before which any such offence or fine may be prosecuted or 
enforced, may adjudge the recovery of any sum less than 
the full amount of the fine imposed by tliis bye-law. 

By the court, 

JouN Hamebton, 

Clerk of the Peace for West Riding of the County of 
York. 

CAVETE CYCLOIDES. 

Mr. William Large, of Clapham Road, and his brother, 
Mr. Edward Large, were summoned for unlawfully riding 
bicycles between the hours of sunset and sunrise, without 
having lights attached thereto. — Sergeant Smith said he 
saw the defendants in High Street, Wandsworth. When he 
asked them why they had no lights they said they had gone 
out. — ^The defendants stated that when they started from 
Wimbledon the lights were burning. — Mr. Shiel said the 
police were bound to take notice of the absence of lights, 
but it would be sufficient this time if the defendants paid 
the costs of the summons. — The defendants agreed to that 
judgment, and paid the money. 



UNIFORM. 
Members can now direct their tailors to obtain the cloth 
for uniform from Mr. Angus, 13, Enightrider Street, E.G., 
who is prepared to supply it in two thicknesses. 



Aug. 
Aug, 



RACING FIXTURES. 

7th.-rLewisham B.C. Races, Crystal Palace. 
21st.— Crusaders B.C. Race Meeting, Clapham Rink 
Track. 
Aug. 28th. — South London Harriers B.C. Race Meeting, 

Stamford Bridge. One Mile Open. 
Aug. 28th. — St. James's B.C. Third Annual rlace Meeting 
at Surbiton (1 mile open handicap). 



OLD WORLD HAUNTS.— No. IL 

A DAT WITH THE JAOERS. 

While staying at the little town of Waldskut, in North 
Germany— far out of the way of the stream of English 
tourists — I was invited to make one of the guns at the 
grand " Triebjagd," on St. Hubert's Day (November 3rd). 
The learned Professor who conveyed the invitation took 
much pains to impress upon me the necessity of being at 
his house by half-past six, and of bringing ball cartridges 
and something to eat. Certainly I slept little on the 
night of the 2nd; dreams of gigantic boars and noble 
stags rushing wildly out of covert being too exciting to 
admit of rest. 

Just after I dropped off into a quiet snooze, the sound 
of a hunting horn vigorously played under the window of 
my bedroom brought me out of bed on to my feet, to see a 
gorgeously attired huntsman, followed by a couple of boar- 
hounds, progressing slowly along the quaint old street of 
sixteenth-century, many-gabled, red-tiled houses, and blow- 
ing a merry "reveille" on an immense many-twisted horn. 

Before long I had dressed, bolted my usual (and by the 
natives much wondered at) breakfast of eggs and bacon, 
and was on my way, gun and all, from the hotel to the 
Professor's house outside the town. He, I found, was also 
ready, but the cart which was to convey us and some of 
the other sportsmen had not come. While waiting I 
examined my friend's gun, an elaborate weapon of about 
twenty bore, with an extraordinary mechanism outside 
the locks, intended to prevent^ccidental discharges, but 
which appeared to me more calculated to prevent the 
gun going off when required. I heard at the same time 
that twelve trained boarhounds had arrived to aid the 
numerous array of beaters which had already been sent 
on to the intended scene of our operations. Presently one 
of the country carts, made of two short, fat ladders 
set trough-wise on a plank mounted on wheels, and packed 
with the rest of our particular party, drove up to the 
garden gate. We squeezed in, and jolted ofif (and we did 
jolt upon the lumpy roads !) for about six miles along the 
river side to the place of rendezvous. 

The junction of three roads in a forest glade of half an 
acre or so made a capital place for a meet of many guns. 
When we arrived it was untenanted; but before many 
minutes had passed the sound of a well-sung hunting 
chorus, pointed by horns, announced the approach of the 
rest of the party, which presently hove in sight, marching 
in military order up one of the three roads. 

Butchers, bakers, candlestick-makers, and students, in all 
the glories of green and grey shooting-coats and plumed 
Jager hats, and furnished with every kind of weapon, from 
the double breech-loading rifle to the single percussion 
muzzle-loader, made up a party of over sixty. The giver 
of the day's shooting, a fine old gentleman, trotted up on a 
pony, and immediately we were summoned to listen to the 
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directions and regulations of the day. These were given 
out in a neat speech by the chief Jager, who assumed the 
post of chief director of the proceedings. " Gentlemen, in 
our two first beats it is not allowed to fire at any stag, roe, 
or hare ; but you must reserve your fire excliisively for 
boar." Fancy my state of mind, I never having had a 
chance to fire at anything larger than a hare. " Stay ! 
boar and foxes. We will afterwards shoot deer as well. 
Anyone being seen to allow his loaded gun to point in the 
direction of any otlier person is to be fined half a thaler. 
Anyone firing and failing to kill to be fined ten groschen, 
unless he can produce satisfactory evidence that he wounded 
the beast, when the fine will be reduced to one half the 
amount. Anyone calling any animal or any action by 
other than its correct sporting name, to be fined ten 
groschen (e.g. calling a fox's brush his tail). Gentlemen, 
load with ball." 

A very trying quarter of an hour (for me) ensued, while 
the little army, many of whom had evidently never had a 
gun in their liands before, went through the laborious and 
uncertain process of loading. This was, however, accom- 
plished at last, with perhaps a percentage of cases in which 
the ball and newspaper preceded the powder. '' March ! " 
We marched, and took up our positions as they were as- 
signed to us by the assistant Jagers. I was posted between 
the host and the director of the Forstschule — that is, in as 
good a position as it was passible to choose. And here let 
me say that, with true German politeness and kindness, I, 
though a p^ect stranger, was similarly placed throughout 
the day. 

With a blast of the horn, and a cry of " Hoch, wild ! 
Hoch, wild ! " hounds and beaters were put into the thick 
covert, which was surrounded by the guns, everyone in a 
state of intense excitement, rising to fever heat, as the cries 
of " Hoch, wild ! Hoch, wild ! " drew nearer and nearer. 
There was a rustling in the thick bushes in front of me, 
then out came a hound, followed soon by a beater. That 
drive was over, and nothing — ^no, not even a fox — seen. A 
large consumation of bread and sausage and Nordhausen 
schnapps followed, and another drive was arranged. This 
time but few minutes elapsed before the hounds first whim- 
pered and then burst into cry. Then came a shot in the 
distance, followed by another nearer, and another nearer 
still. The men in sight of me were dodging about with 
their guns to their shoulders, and at last one, only three 
posts off, fired, rushed forward, and held up a fox. The 
only other shot fired was accidentally discharged by my 
friend with the patent gun-locks as he was preparing to 
march on to the next beat To cut a long story short, we 
beat on till dark, and shot another fox, and had not the 
satisfaction of seeing another living creature, except a 
solitary jay. 

After the last beat we strolled homeward, and about half 
way bethought us of discharging our guns. This done, 



about forty put themselves in line on the road, and con- 
tinued to load and fire in the air as compensation for not 
shooting during the day. Coming down the last hill-turn 
to the small town, I speculated by what back ways I could 
sneak to my hotel without attracting enough attention to 
get asked, " What sport ? " but, bIbs I there was to be no 
such luck. A glare from a fire in the road, with a number 
of boys round it, showed up strongly as I, with my foot-soie 
companions, came up to the gate of the level railway cross- 
ing ; and before I bad time to realise all the horrors of the 
situation the word was passed, " Here they are," and I was 
hustled into lina We were immediately encompassed by 
torch-bearers, headed by a brass band in full swing, and 
marched off to parade the streets. A torchlight procession, 
a brass band, sixty guns, and two foxes ! Sancte Euberto, 
ora pro nobis f ! 

NO. m. — THE SALOPIAN LAKES. 

In all the pleasant country around the Wrekin, there are 
few prettier districts than that which forms the emerald 
setting to the silver meres of Salop. Devoid of the 
magnificence of the Welsh hills which form its western 
horizon, it has a quiet beauty peculiarly its own. 

Situated in the north-west of Shropshire, EUesmere, 
the starting point of the mere district, is a pretty, quiet 
little town, having for its chief attractions the mere par 
excellence; a handsome church, of cruciform plan, and 
inside the gloom of the middle ages ; a hill, on the summit 
of which once stood a castle, formerly given in frank 
marriage to Llewellyn, Prince of Wales, by King John, 
and which, after often changing owners, was destroyed during 
the civil wars of the seventeenth century, not a stone 
of it now remaining, and the site long ago converted into 
a spacious bowling-green ; and on the opposite side of 
the mere the mansion of Oately, with its well-kept terraces 
leading down to the water's edge, and its undulating park, 
with its " tall ancestral trees " and groups of deer knee- 
deep in fern. The mere lies on the east of the 
town, and covers some 116 acres. Its name is derived, 
say some old chroniclers, from its being eelsmere, 
or the greatest mere ; others aver that it derives 
its name from the quantity of eels it contains. The 
Saxon derivation ^ia by far the most probable. There 
are six other meres — Blackmere and Kettle Mere, so close 
together as to be almost one ; Whitemere, Newton Mere, 
Colemere, and, lying a little out of the group to the south, 
Grosemere. All these are smaller than EUesmere. There 
are other great meres and pools at no very great distance, 
but not sufficiently large or near tp be worth mentioning. 
Boggy hollows indicate spots which meres must have 
occupied in former days. With the exception of Grose- 
mere, all the meres named would be contained within a 
circle of three miles in diameter. Grosemere would lie a 
mile and a half outside this circle, to the south ; EUes- 
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mere would form its north-west boundary. The aspect of 
the country is somewhat peculiar : it is Ml of undulations, 
and the undulations are short and steep ; altogether it 
looks like an assemblage of vast molehills. In the hollows 
between these molehills the meres nestle, and the high- 
hedged lanes wind in and out. EUesmere can boast of its 
two wooded islets, sacred to the large, table-like nests of 
the swans ; and woe to the unlucky boatman who, in the 
breeding season, runs foul of the pendent branches. The 
male swan swims slowly and statelily round the island 
where his mate is sitting, and at the jar of the branches 
sallies forth to attack the invader, whose only hope of 
deliverance lies in instant flight. Some years ago, I believe, 
there was the enormous number of 121 swans upon this 
sheet of water : now there are not more than half that 
number. 

From the mere, all that is seen of the town through the 
trees is the church on its higher ground, and a few houses 
with their gardens reaching to the mere. To the left are 
the boat-houses, nestling under the shade of several tall 
trees. The boats are few in number and very safe. Owing 
to the inequality of the neighbouring land, the mere is 
subject to sudden squalls, and sailing is attended with some 
danger, therefore the boats are unprovided with sails. The 
pleasantest time to be on the mere is during an autumn 
sunset. On the water is perfect calm ; over the church 
and many-tinted trees the sky is one pale golden flame, 
which deepens into the most delicate rose, then darkens into 
crimson, and finally dies away, to give place to the pale 
moonlight. All these colours are reflected in the water, on 
the white breasts of the swans, and from the glittering 
windows and pinnacles of Oatley. If the water is thrown 
up by the oars, the drops sparkle and colour like a fairy 
fountain. Unfortunately the prolific weed, the Anacharis 
ahinastrum, has spread of late years very considerably in 
all the meres, notably so in EUesmere. It was first intro- 
duced into this part of the country with some timber from 
Canada, which had been brought to Baggy Moor. From 
thence it filled the ditches and canals, and is gradually 
filling the meres. Years ago the weeds used to be cut and 
the mere netted, the coarse fish being given to the poor ; 
this is not done now, and the weeds have gained an 
ascendancy which I am afraid they will sustain. Boating 
has already become difficult in many parts of EUesmere, 
and fishing weU*nigh impracticable. 

There is a pecuUarity of the EUesmere water which one 
can scarcely account for, to.use the local name it ** breaks." 
Every summer, for a longer or shorter time, the water 
becomes full of small matter held in suspension. In 
appearance it is like small bran, rendering it impossible 
sometimes to see more than a foot through the water. Tlio 
mere becomes of a greenish hue, and to leeward, where it 
is the worst, it gives rise to a very disagreeable smell. It 
is always worst in hot weather. A microscopic examination 



shows that it consists chiefly of husk-Uke pieces of fibre, 
such as might be stripped off a plant. For this one is 
inclined to think that the Anacharis is chiefly to blame for 
this appearance, and that in some way the outer coating of 
the plant sloughs off and floats during its decay in the water. 
This is, however, but a supposition. The other meres do 
not "break," but then they are not so full of the Anacharis, 
and the water is probably purer, 

Up and down the trunks of the trees the woodpeckers 
glide and hammer, and it is astonishing how far the sound 
of the tapping may be heard on a quiet day. Steadying 
themselves with their tails, which are placed firmly against 
the trunk, they hammer away untU a small piece of bark is 
dislodged, and then the long and slender tongues shoot out, 
returning each time with some insect on their tips ; even 
the hornet is not free from their attacks. 

In the shallows the long-legged heron stands, flying 
lazily away when approached. There ia a heronry at 
Halston, some five miles away, and in the morning and 
evening the herons may be observed going to or returning 
from the isolated marshes and pools. Like a streak of blue 
light the kingfisher shoots from some branch or post, and 
during the greater part of last summer the presence of three 
terns added an additional charm to the mere. To a sports- 
man's eye nothing is more distasteful than the hundreds of 
trimmers scattered over the surface of the water, and the 
netting of under-sized fish carried on by those who have 
obtained leave to have a day's " sport." It is sickening to 
see baskets frill of young jack, barely eight inches long, all 
head, and useless for food, massacred, — ^there is no other 
word for it. The pike sometimes run large, but of late 
years few have been captured. The trimmers are baited 
with dead roach, and luckily for the pike and the fair 
sportsman the eels get the largest share of the bait. The 
rod fishing in this mere is open to the public, and I believe 
it is not difficult to procure leave to fish in some of the 
others. 

(To be continued,) 



STRAY NOTES. 



The Treasurer's Deputy says he is so glad his superior 
officer has taken to writing letters. He is going to send 
out by next mail a list of defaulting members, and get the 
Treasurer to write to them himself, 

N.E. members will be glad to hear that the Tramways 
Bill for the Lea Bridge Road is dropped. 

• •«««• 

The following, which I cut from the Times of July 29th, 
may interest many of C. C. Fitch's friends in the L.B.C. : — 

" On the 27th instant, at St. Mary's, Stoke Newington, by the Kev. 
Dr. Jarbo, Charles Colson, second son of Rev. F. Fitch, of Cromer, 
Norfolk, to Florence Eugenie, youngest daughter of J. Wadmore, Esq., 
of Stoke Newington." 
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Without doubt a man becomes very dissatisfied with the 
snail's pace of pedestrianism when cydomania has gotten 
well hold of him. Thi% at least, was my experience at 
midnight last Bank Holiday. Having to cover ten miles 
with a friend on foot — from Bedford to Shambrook — ^we 
would have given a good deal to have found ourselves in 

the pig-skin, 

• • • . • « • 

It was anything but pleasant to see the good people of 
Bedford, certainly the properest town on record south of 
the Border, startled out of their propriety on Sunday after- 
noon by the wild trumpetings in which certain bicyclists, 
men " of the baser sort," saw fit to indulge as they rode 
through the town. The bugle is rarely anything but an 
unmitigated nuisance, and thank goodness, among us, at 

any rate, it has become almost obsolete. 

• ••••• 

Bugles, and frogged jackets with a copious eruption of 
buttons and lots of silver braid, help the artists of our 
lUustrateds to make a very picturesque person of the con- 
ventional wheelman. In real life, however, they are 

perhaps a shade less becoming. 

• « • * • 

It is'stated by the inventor, J. Butler, of Wokingham, that 
the omnicycle will cover 12 miles in the hour. (N.B. This 

is not an advertisement.) 

• ••«•« 

As the result of reading our Treasurer's letter in the 
last issue, I've changed my plans, and shall substitute 
Hong Eong for Paris^ where I shall " rough it " d, la Stokes, 
but the latter's system can be improved upon, I fancy, by 
setting "my boy" to do the business, as well as the pleasure. 
This will be quite good enough for L'homme qui hit. 



EXCHANGE LIST 
Advertisements can be inserted without expense. 

48-in. " Club " (latest pattern), half nickel-plated. 
Quite new. Price, together with accessories, £\2, Can be 
seen by appointment with H. T. Crosby, 21, Gordon 
Square, W.C. 

56-in. " Club," weight 41 lbs. ^ith saddle and treadles — 
patent hollow felloes — ^with the original spring fixed behind 
and free in front ; has been used much for racing, but is 
comfortable over macadam or pavin^^. Price, with bran 
new Salsburv hub-lamp, £S 10s. — John Scott, 3, Wells 
Street, Gray s Inn Road. 

Correspaitbcnce. 

GENERAL MEET AT EWELL. 
To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette, 
Sir, — As mention is made in the Captain s report of the 
fact that the South-East were found at tea' when the other 
districts arrived, may I point out tliat we only followed, 
under pressure from the landlord, the precedent laid down 
last year at the same place, owing to the comparative 
smallneas of the room for a General Meet—postponing the 
sociability till after tea. 



I should be very sorry if this mere matter of convenience 
were construed into any want of courtesy towards our 
Northern and Western friends, who, like ourselves, were 
visitors in the South-West territory. 

As regards the letter of" An Old Member " I hardly feel 
called upon to notice the abuse — alike laboriously offensive, 
and carefiilly inaccurate— of an anonymous individual who, 
perhaps, wisely skulks behind a nom-4e-plnme, the more 
safely to insult a district which has always been, and I trust 
always will be, on the friendliest of terms with all other 
districts. — ^Yours truly, 

R M. WiLLUMS, South-East Dist Capt. 

To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 

SiB, — I am sorry to see, from " An Old Member's " letter, 
that anyone felt himself seriously aggrieved by what 
happened at Ewell, and as I am myself largely responsible 
for the result I shall ask you to allow me a few lines on the 
subject 

In my letter to the landlord of the " Glyn Arms " I 
estimated our number at not less than forty, with a pro- 
bable increase in case of a fine day. Under these circum- 
stances, with so fine a day as Saturday, we naturally 
expected a very large muster and urged those present to 
begin. I do not know whether " An Old Member " was at 
the last Ewell meet, if so he will perhaps remember that the 
S.E. District Captain was following precisely the precedent 
set by my predecessor on that occasion — with this difference, 
that then the Southern members had just finished their 
tea as we arrived. 

I fear that your correspondent's real complaint should 
rather be against myself for arranging a run to a place 
where, I admit, a large party cannot all sit down at once» 
and thus rendering it absolutely necessary that some one 
should have tea/r^^.-JYours truly, 

Thbo. Godlee, Captain. 

[We shall be glad to Mceive further material for The Tub. 
Now that holiday season is coming on we rely confidently 
upon our members devoting a little of their spare time and 
energy to the Gazettb. Our needs are various — odds and 
ends, scraps, tii)s, nins, and races, all alike are acceptable. 
Ed.] ================^ 

ANSWER TO CORRESPONDENT. 

" Peace and Plektt."— We regret we do not think it 
desirable to insert your communication* 

NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
AU oontribntiona must be addreeeed to " The Editor, L.B.C. Gruette, 
35, Eastcheap, E.C./' and must bear the name of the author, though not 
necessarily for insertion. They must be written on one side of the 
paper only, and, if immediate insertion is desired, must be received not 
later than Wednesday morning. Messrs. Darling snpply portfolioe in 
which unbound copies of the Gazette may be kept ; cost is 2s. ; stamped 
on outside with the Club badge. There are still a few covers for 187S, 
and members can be supplied with back numbers of the Gazette at the 
cost of Id. each. 
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THE "LANCET" COMMISSION ON ATHLETICS. 
Athleticism, like every other pursuit, does not pass 
scathless from the attacks of its enemies. It is objected to 
as injurious both on social and physical grounds. In the 
first place, it is alleged that it unfits men, especially young 
men at the University, for reading and steady work, and 
improves the body at the expense of the intellectual powers. 
Certainly, a man may be so passionately devoted to athletic 
exercises as to be willing to give up everything else for the 
pleasure of this one pursuit. But the same is to be said of 
every other amusement, and the proper use of a thing 
should not bear the blame that attaches to its abuse. It 
must be granted, however, that during the Race-week at 
the University, and for a short time preceding it, a man in 
hard training usually feels rather restless, and in such 
admirable spirits that he finds it hard to apply himself to 
any distasteful work ; but this state lasts for a very short 
time, and, we believe, does more good by varjring the 
monotony of the system than harm by the temporary 
interruption it may cause to the routine of work. But 
that even severe physical exercise is not inconsistent with 
hard work and success in intellectual pursuits is demon- 
strated by the fact that many men who have been renowned 
as oarsmen have taken the highest honours at their Univer- 
sity, or afterwards reached positions of eminence only 
attainable by the most cultivated intellects. Amongst these 
we may mention C. Wordsworth, late Bishop of St. Andrews ; 
the late Dean of Norwich, Dr. Qamier ; C. Merivale, author 
of *' History of the Romans under the Empire " ; Q. A. 
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Selwyn, late Bishop of Lichfield; W. W. Smyth, late 
President of the Geographical Society ; Justice Sir W. Balliol 
Brett ; Justice Hon. G. Denman ; P. T. MacDougall, late 
Bisho: of Labuan, Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons, 
England ; Dr. Hornby, Head-master of Eton. Besides, it 
appears, from Mr. MacMichael's biographical notice of 
University oars, that of the one hundred and ninety gentle- 
men who took part in the contests between the years 1829 
and 1861 no less than seventy-nine highly distinguished 
themselves in after-life at the Bar, in Medicine, in the 
Church, or in literary pursuits, or took a good degree at the 
University. But even if the accusation that rowing dimin- 
ishes the intellectual powers were true (and the examples 
we have quoted show the contrary), would not the injury 
be more than outweighed by the unquestionably good 
influence which it exerts on the morale of men who make 
it their exercise ? Training is another word for the strictest 
sobriety and self-denial, and in no branch of athletics is 
training carried to so great an extent as among rowing- 
men. It is no small matter for an undergraduate to give 
up during during five weeks of the summer term all the small 
self-indulgences that make life pleasant ; and any pursuit 
which makes hundreds of men willing converts to such self- 
denial must inevitably produce elevating results. Judging 
from the popular novels of fifty years ago, the tone of the 
universities has in many ways since then greatly improved. 
Loafing and inebriety, the virtues of the old university 
hero, are happily now rarely to be met with, and we 
believe that the improvement is due in a great measure 
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to the increase of rowing and other athletic exercises, 
and the training which is their necessary adjunct. The 
river, too, is a school for endurance which cannot be 
surpassed. Even the most carping critic must have some 
admiration for a man who, for bare honour, undergoes 
regularly the discomforts of training in an English spring to 
the end that he may take part in a contest which, 
temporarily at all events, will cause him severe bodily 
distress. 

As to the question of health, however, considerable 
difference of opinion exists with respect to the effect that 
athletic pursuits carried to their full extent have, directly 
or remotely, on the constitution of the individual. As a 
rule, it may be stated that medical men who have been 
educated at the universities, or are practising in university 
towns, regard athletics with a fiivourable eye, whilst those 
practising in large cities frequently take a contrary view. 
This discrepancy of opinion is due to two causes. The 
University phjnsicians see large numbers of men who, year 
after year, come up to the University engaged in severe 
athletic pursuits, and find that only an extremely small 
proportion are injured by it, whilst a vast number are dis- 
tinctly benefited. The physicians in a large town see only 
the exceptional cases of breakdown, and not having the 
opportunity of witnessing the corresponding advantages, 
are unduly impressed by them. Moreover the under- 
graduates of a University as a body are the least likely 
to feel the ill effects of prolonged and violent muscular 
exertion. The majority of them have had a long training 
from boyhood in all kinds of sports and exercises, and 
by the time they come to the University they are pretty 
conscious of what their powers are, and consequently 
we find that those who engage in athletic pursuits at 
the University are those who physically are best fitted to 
endure the strain. With a town population the case is 
different. In the majority of instances athletic feats are 
undertaken without any previous physical preparation ; the 
pursuit is taken up generally later in life than is the case 
with the Universities, and often with a view to strengthening 
failing health. Then, too, the conditions of life of the 
athlete in town are very different from those of the uoder- 
graduate, who is well fed, well housed, and takes his exer- 
cise at hours when his bodily powers are not exhausted by 
the fatigues of a day's business or confinement in close, ill- 
ventilated chambers or offices. The townsman's meal-hours 
are more irregular, and his meals are perhaps eaten with 
less relish. The opportunities for exercise^ too, are not 
constant, and periods of violent exertion alternate with 
corresponding periods of sedentary occupation. Taking all 
these circumstances into consideration, it will be seen that 
the townsman is heavily handicapped when he engages in 
athletic pursuits, and it is not to be wondered at that 
breakdowns more frequently occur than is the case at the 
Universities. In making these remarks we do not intend 



to throw any discouragement on the pursuit of athletic 
exercises in towns, but merely to point out that the condi- 
tions under which they are followed are different from those 
obtaining at the Universities, and therefore more care 
ought to be exercised in selecting any special pursuit, and 
particular attention should be paid to the circumstances 
under which it can be practised. 

In forming an opinion as to the effect that certain 
athletic pursuits may have on the health of the individual, 
a variety of circumstances have to be taken into considera- 
tion. Age, conformation, and habit of body, constitutional 
tendencies, etc. No man in his senses would think of 
taking to the running path after thirty, and few would be 
injudicious enough to allow rapidly-growing lads of thirteen 
to fifteen to engage in athletic exercises which throw a 
severe or prolonged strain on the muscular and osseous 
systems, as boat-racing, alpine climbing, or severe pedestrian 
exploits. Nor do we find men with large frames and a 
powerftiUy-developed muscular system generally engaging 
in athletic pursuits that require great dexterity or celerity 
of action. Moreover, the form of exercise pursued should in 
all cases be subordinated to the power of the individual and 
the peculiarities of his constitution. A man would act most 
unwisely who, with the knowledge that certain members of 
his family had suffered from heart disease or consumptive 
tendencies, should undertake an exercise that would throw 
any undue strain upon the heart or lungs ; but he might, 
with great advantage to himself, adopt other athletic pur- 
suits that would harden his firame, and perhaps enable him 
to ward off his hereditary tendencies. The introduction of 
golf and lawn tennis among athletic pursuits are in this 
respect a great boon to the feebler members of the commu- 
nity, not merely to those whose health prevents them from 
undertaking more vigorous exercise, but to those whose 
strength is failing through age. Again, a medical man, 
without any inconsistency, may prohibit the rough-and- 
tumble game of football to a youth of strumous tendencies 
and yet permit him to play cricket, since in the first game 
there would be danger of inducing joint or bone disease 
from some comparatively slight bruise or strain inseparable 
from the game, whilst such accidents are comparatively rare 
in the latter pursuit. The great point, therefore, in every 
case is to determine what the effects a particular exercise 
will have upon the individual, and, having decided upon 
the proper form of exercise, to proceed to form some opinion 
as to the amount that should be taken. 

The estimate of the amount of exercise that may be taken 
without injury to health in any given case is not to be decided 
by any hard and fast rule, but by observation of the effect that 
exercise has on the health and development of the individual. 

With respect to adults, the rule should be that exercise 
should stop short of fatigue. When a feeling of painful 
effort is experienced in the performance of any work, we 
may be sure that the nervous system is becoming exhausted. 
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and that ere long symptoms of acute local fatigue will 
manifest themselves. These, as regards the muscular 
system, are recognised by irregular, painful muscular 
contractions known as cramp, and by a peculiar tremulous 
quivering and twitching of the muscles. When fatigue is 
carried so far as to affect the respiratory and circulatory 
systems, the symptoms are of a graver character. Panting, 
sighing respiration, rapid and irregular action of the heart, 
cold sweat, and frequently giddiness and indistinctness of 
vision, show that the physical powers have been pushed 
beyond the physiological limit. A judicious trainer, there- 
fore, will cry " Hold ! enough," at the first symptom of 
fatigue, and content himself by gradually developing the 
powers of endurance, carefully increasing the task in 
accordance with the increase of the muscular power ; but, 
above all, with the establishment of that concordant action 
of the heart, lungs, and great vessels which is so essential 
to development of a man's " breathing power " in fast work. 
Regularity and constancy in the pursuit of exercise are 
imperative if perfect health is expected to result from its 
employment. It is far better for men to lead altogether a 
sedentary life than to be irregularly active. This caution 
is the more needed since the transition from sedentary habits 
to ardttous.JUid exhausting physical labour is of frequent 
occurrence. Dr. Ralfe, in some remarks on this subject, 
has pointed out that " Every year a number of middle- 
aged men, who, for some months past, have been engaged 
in the sedentary occupations of a profession of literature, 
or of business, at the commencement of the autumn holiday 
start for the Continent or the Highlands, and suddenly un- 
dertake immense fatigue in the ascent of alpine heights, or 
no less laborious work of a day on the moors without the 
least preparation. So also we see every Bank-holiday crowds 
of young men starting off for some tremendous walk or 
' bucket ' up the river, utterly unprepared for the task they 
undertake. Is it to be wondered at that men return com- 
plaining that their holiday has done them no good ; that, 
instead of vigour, they complain of exhaustion ; that their 
appetite fails them, their nights are sleepless, their limbs 
ache, and they are jaded and spiritless?" Again, the 
transition from active habits to sedentary pursuits is gene- 
rally accompanied by a marked disturbance of health, since 
organs roused to full activity by the stimulus that exercise 
gives them are liable to become " functionally deranged " 
when that stimulus is withdrawn. This, perhaps, would 
not be so firequently observed if instead of relapsing imme- 
diately, as is too frequently the case, into idle habits as 
far as exercise is concerned, an attempt was made to engage 
regularly, for however short a time, in some pursuit which 
would ensure brisk muscular movement; so that the health 
acquired by exercise during the vacation should not be 
lost ; and moreover that the body, when the next holiday 
period came round, should be found in fair condition to un- 
dertake the increased physical strain then thrown upon it 



OLD WORLD HAUNTS. 

NO. m.— THE SALOPIAN LAKES. 

(Oondud^) 

A short walk along the Whitchurch road brings us to a 
gloomy-looking hollow, at the bottom of which, silent and 
still, lies Blackmere. On three sides the fir-woods rise, 
looking very sombre in their dark green livery ; and on the 
other side the canal is only separated from the mere by a 
narrow strip of land ; beyond that are the open fields. 
Looking closely, a narrow passage can be descried through 
the thick of the wood ; this leads to Kettle Mere, much 
smaller than its neighbour. Round both the meres the 
Osmunda regalis, or royal fern, lifts its seed-bearing tops 
and spreads its large fronds. This fern grows here in great 
profusion, and attains a large size. When we push out 
from the boat-house on Blackmere we come upon a bed of 
very rare small yellow or Highland water-lily {Nuphar 
pumila). This plant is not mentioned in Leighton's " Flora 
of Shropshire," and most likely did not exist here when 
that work was written. It has hitherto been supposed to 
grow only on mountain lakes. In fact all these meres are 
the habitat of numerous rare plants, a catalogue of which 
would be tedious. 

That upright, stick-like object moving along the surface 
is the neck and head of the great crested grebe, swimming 
low in the water to escape observation. There it dives 
suddenly ; by and by it will reappear at some distance, 
and, as if it thinks you are not looking, will rise out of the 
water until it swims as buoyantly as other water-birds. We 
have it pn our meres all the year round, but, in the daytime 
at least, it keeps scrupulously far from land, and in the 
deeper water. 

It is quite as often seen on this mere as its common 
relative the dabchick. The movements of the latter are 
so quick, it is so small and such a remarkably expert diver, 
that you do not often catch a glimpse of it. They are 
seldom seen upon the wing, except in the breeding season, 
when they seem particularly awkward in their flight. That 
floating lump of black wet weed is a grebe's nest. Lift the 
weeds from the top, and you will find four or five eggs- 
one perhaps, the last laid, tolerably white, the others 
stained to different degrees of dirtiness. The interior of 
the nest is hot and steamy, and not cold, as you would at 
first imagine. That yellow stump projecting above the 
water-lily leaves is the beak of a water-hen who is holding 
on to the stalks with her feet, all her body being 
concealed under the water. The water of Blackmere is 
very clear, of a great depth, and abounding in animalculse. 
Crossing the canal, and bearing to the right, we come to 
Whitemere, a very pretty sheet of water, with a Swiss 
Cottage on its marge particularly suited to picnic parties. 
This is a famous place for widgeon and wild-fowl, and a 
capital pike pool Turning sharply to the left, we cross the 
country to Colemere. 
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Passing beneath an avenue of firs, the feet fall softly on 
a dense brown carpet of fir needles. We reach the boat- 
house, and push o£f. Along the opposite side is a dense 
belt of tall reeds which, in the summer, are alive with 
the low songs of the reed wrens. These birds breed in 
great abundance here, and their nests are worthy of 
description. Three or four t^iU reeds are chosen, and, sup- 
ported by these at some distance from the water, the 
nest is made. It is singularly deep in structure, with 
the top contracted so as to form a purse-like receptacle 
for the egg^i which are thus prevented from rolling out 
when the reeds bend before the wind. It is slightly but 
strongly made, chiefly of coarse grasses, and the eggs are 
of a mottled, greenish brown. In seeking the nests, the 
wader must beware of the decayed reeds, which have left 
a pavement for sharp-fanged stumps. Peculiar to this 
mere, and perhaps to no other sheet of water in England, 
are the green moss balls (Conferva aegagropU), and brown 
balls composed of fir leaves. It is supposed that the bottom 
of the mere is troubled with conflicting eddies and currents, 
caused no doubt by springs, and that these currents catch 
up the fir leaves that fall from the trees on the south side of 
the mere, and roll them up together with particles of con- 
ferva into balls of different sizes, up to two feet in diameter. 
The moss balls are composed entirely of conferva. The 
currents convey these balls to the opposite side of the 
mere (where the reeds are), and there they may be found 
in thousands at a depth of three or four feet 

The cohesion of each ball is perfect The other meres 
present nothing more noticeable in animal life than the 
vast number of water rats to be found in their vicinity. 
This "mere" district is often visited by rare birds. In a 
keeper's house I have seen a splendid specimen of a peri- 
grine falcon which he had shot some time ago. He also 
informed me that he had killed an osprey here, and that 
another had been seen haunting one of the meres. Alto- 
gether, the Shropshire Mere district presents a rich field 
both to the observer of natural history and the lover of 
quiet woodland and lake scenery. 



A CHAPTER OF ACCIDENTS. 
The lamp as it swings from the roof of our little cabin 
sheds a soft subdued light, half revealing — as we in our 
enthusiasm think them — ^two of the most luxurious of 
berths, which, with the low wide sofa beneath each, enables 
our five-tonner to sleep four men very comfortably, 
while " Tom," our only hand, a sturdy lad of sixteen, coils 
himself up somewhere for'ard among the spare sails and 
cordage. His sleeping quarters, the '' foc'sle " as he called it, 
are partitioned off from but communicating by a small door 
with the main cabin, in which Jack and I lie luxuriously 
enjoying the post prandial weed. We had had a rough-and- 
tumble time of it, beating down river from Oreenhithe on the 
ebb, against a sharp S.E. wind, and now, as the twilight is 



&Bt stealing over the Ebven— where in smooth water we 
have brought up for the night, so that we may dine and 
sleep in comfort— we fight our battles over again, and 
spin those yams wh;ch your yachting man loves beyond 
all things. " What do you say, old man, to pulling down 
to the 'Lobster Smack?'" "Happy thought," say I. 
'' Tom, get the dingy alongside ;" and soon we are gliding 
quietly down the current of the well-known Holy Haven 
•to the new landing stairs, above which, half a mile or so, 
lies our little craft, towards which we both cast loving 
glances as her shapely black hull, with its narrow gold line, 
rises and falls on the gentle swell, while her tapering 
masts cut clear against the sky line. After a greeting 
from the friendly coastguard, into whose hands we cast 
our painter, we are soon esconced in the "Lobster's" 
snug little parlour, where Beckwith — ^that most genial of 
hosts — ^is ready to welcome the wandering yachtsman, and 
give all the local news. The Scalen, 25-ton cutter, we 
hear, got on to the Horse last week as the tide fell, and not 
lifting on the next flood was ''like to have broke up if 
the coastguard had'nt rowed off to her help. The Pluto, 
and the Peri, and the Nellie, are all in the Haven, but 
their crews haint been ashore yet;" (the final adverb is 
thrown in, because it is a well recognised thing for no one 
to leave the creek without a chat with " Charley" and the 
insertion of his name in the visitors' book). "A nice parcel 
o' duck flew up the creek yesterday, and lit abreast of the 
coastguard ship." At this we look at each other, and resolve 
to be among them at an early hour next morning ; and so 
passes a jolly hour, and we shake hands after admiring the 
last baby, and saying How d'ye do ? to Mr. Beckwith, and 
the ubiquitous and always " willin " Harry, their nephew. 

" Kow her up quietly. Jack, in the slack water," say I, 
as we tumble into the collapsing dingy, which, like the 
conventional perambulator, that is supposed to " fold up," 
refuses to collapse when we most wish it to do so to get it 
snug aboard while out in a seaway. Soon our riding light 
reveals our trim craft, and Tom catches the painter as we 
swing ourselves aboard into the clean little cabin, which, 
perhaps as the result of a glass of Charley's " Old Scotch," 
looks more than usiuUly snug and home-like. 

" Now, Jack, tell us that long yam about your cruise in 
the Crocodile in '72," at which Jack slowly fills the ever- 
present pipe — puffs quietly at it for a minute or two, while 
I follow his lead, and then starts off: — 

" Well, you recollect Milner ; he is out in Chicago now, 
running a sheep farm on the sliores of Lake Michigan. At 
that time he was living in town with me, and we arranged 
for the August Bank Holiday a little yachting trip. As 
neither he nor I had ever sailed anything bigger than an 
up-river canoe, we were somewhat floored by a proposition 
from Ted, our mutual friend, who was to join our party, 
that we should hire the Crocodile, a ten-ton yawl belonging 
to an acquaintance of his living at Greenwich. 
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" As it was certainly desirable to get a man on board who 
knew the ropes, we also asked Telson to make a fourth, who, 
with his usual good nature, consented. As. his brother, at 
some early period of his history, had sailed as ship's surgeon 
to Australia and back, we also thought his nautical know- 
ledge so acquired would justify us in dispensing with the 
services of a j)aid hand. Well, on the Saturday evening we 
started from Greenwich, having beguiled the owner of our 
craft into believing that we were quite equal to the occasion. 
Our ship's stores had been duly collected, and we went off 
swimmingly with a nice S. W. breeze, intending to run down 
the river, up the Medway, and then home again by Monday 
night. But Vhamme propose, etc., and a sharp collision 
with an Admiralty buoy off Woolwich, on to the top of 
which Milner had run while he was steering, reminded us of 
the need for caution, and seemed a little ominous coming 
as it did so soon after our start. Then it fell dark, 
and having no side lights on board I suggested, having 
charge of the tiller, that we should hug the Essex shore, 
out of the track of the steamers and the sailing craft beating 
up. This 1 did a little too literally, for we shortly took the 
ground on what they call the Black Shelf, a steep bank 
opposite Greenhithe. Of course the other fellows chaffed me, 
but they ceased to laugh when they found the boat heeling 
over, as the water left her, till her masts were at an angle 
of 45^, and discovered, also, that I had established myself 
in the only locker which could be used, as that on the upper 
side was uninhabitable from its inclination. However, we 
got through the night somehow with the aid of a glass 
of toddy and a game or two at whist, and at daybreak 
tunied out to find that the tide was making, and had 
ahready got half way up her hull. The water rose 
and rose till a new horror seized us, and we began 
to wonder if she would lift out of her muddy bed 
before the water found its way over her gunwale. She was 
very deep keeled, and lay over so much that we were 
greatly relieved when, in response to much jumping and 
shaking, she suddenly lifted with a squelch that nearly 
threw us off our feet. Then we hauled her out into the 
stream, dropped anchor, and turned in to finish our night's 
rest. After breakfast and a jump overboard we got a 
rattling run down to Holy Haven, where we dined at the 
' Lobster Smack,' and then towards evening ran out again 
into the fairway to get into the Medway before nightfall. 
Having passed the guardship at the mouth of this river, we 
began to look out for snug moorings, and at the top of the 
tide made fast to a large buoy about eighty yards astern of 
the Warspite. From this position we soon had to beat a 
hasty retreat, on being told by a couple of man-o'-war's 
men from the frigate that the latter, when she swung, 
' would come right down atop of us.' With their aid we 
sheered off and let go our anchor a quarter of a mile higher 
up. In the warmth of our hearts we gave these honest 
tars our only bottle of whisky— a loss we subsequently felt 



disposed, for our own sake, to regret. The night passed 
quietly, and next morning we ran up to the Great Easiem, 
which was moored three miles or so above Sheemess. 

''As we ran too close, her huge sides took all the wind out 
of our sails, while the tide carried us end on into her, com- 
pelling the whole of our crew to cling wildly to the bolts and 
rivet-heads with which her plates were studded, so as to 
avoid being swept by the str^m beneath her paddle-wheels, 
which stood high above the surface of the water. However, 
Telson promptly effected a diversion by jumping into the 
dingy, the painter of which he made fast to our bowsprit, 
and so by pulling her head out into the stream we were 
swept past the threatening paddle-wheels in safety. A 
little chaff was let off by the occupants of the big ship, who — 
leaning over her bulwarks high above us, on a level with our 
cross-trees — had been amused spectators of our desperate 
struggles. Having safely negotiated this adventure we headed 
for London, and soon found ourselves off the Grain Spit, 
opposite Sheemess. Here in an unlucky moment we grounded, 
and as it was on the lee shore, and the wind very fresh, a 
good deal of heavy bumping ensued. Punting with the 
sweeps, towing with the dingy, and hauling on the anchor, 
all proved useless to move her. So, as Milner had suc- 
cumbed to sea-sickness, and was lying on his back in the 
cabin, we gloomily resigned ourselves to waiting an hour or 
so till the rising tide had floated her off. While so doing 
an enterprising fisherman sailed over from Sheerness, and 
volunteered to ' get us off for a crown and a drink.' Thinking 
we were equal to the situation ourselves, we declined his 
offer, and when the yacht was waterborne commenced to 
pull merrily at our little winch. The sea had now risen, and 
in one of her heavy plunges the sudden strain on the anchor 
chain carried the winch bodily overboard, and we saw it no 
more. Meanwhile the yacht drifted away to leeward, and 
soon got on the sand once more. Again we carried out our 
anchor as far as practicable, and took a turn round the foot 
of the mast with the cable. After waiting another hour, 
during which so much heavy bumping ensued that we once 
seriously thought of rowing off in the dingy and leaving the 
Crocodile to her fate, we made another vigorous effort to 
pull the latter out. By dint of hauling in the slack of the 
cable whenever she dipped into the trough of the sea, we 
were able to get our anchor after an hour's hard work, and 
then, having run up our sails pretty smartly, managed to 
beat off the dangerous ground into mid-channel. 

"After tliis, a very pleasant sail, rendered doubly agreeable 
by the recollection of the excitements we had so lately gone 
through, brought us to Grays, where we anchored in a qxuet 
bight for the night. Next morning we reached Greenwich, 
after a trip which we all voted to have been one that we 
should not easily forget." At this Jack finished his yarn, 
went on deck to look at the weather, and suggested the 
propriety of turning in — ^advice which neither of us were 

slow to follow. ASHLET Ba&BETT. 
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FIXTURES FOR CLUB MEETS. 



Date. 



N.B, 



N.W. 



W. 



S.W. 



Croydon DiviaioiL 



I 



8.30 Left Bridge 
Boftd,3.45S7boiii*8 
Comer, for Epping. 



3.45 "Jack Straw's 
Castle," for Bide- 
maasworth* 



3.15 Aoton Chnzcb, 
for Farnham 
BoyaL 



4.80 Merton Doable 
Gates, for Adding- 
ton. 



4.10 Central Croy- 
don Station for 
Bast Grinstead. 



S.E. 
Blackheath Division. 



8.80 Old Lewisham 
Church for Cater- 
ham. 



August 21bt.— All Districts run to Harrow-on-the-Hill, time and place of starting to be published in the Gazbthl 



RUNS AND RIDES. 

I trust I may be excused for ofifering a few suggestions on 
the subjects of runs and rides, and the method and wisdom 
of reporting them in these columns. 

In an old number of the Oazette there is a great deal of 
sound and solid advice on the subject, and though it is 
nearly two years smce it appeared it is rather with some 
slight deferential opposition to that article that I have 
taken the matter in hand, because it has long been a sort 
of awful warning to me, in case I ever think of writing an 
account of any run or ride, lest I should fall into any of the 
numerous failings set out in it, and I therefore hope to 
cheer up some members to try their hands, even if that 
standard is not reached. 

At the same time I am not the Editor, and it is not 
purely in the interests of " copy " that I write ; far from it, 
it is rather with a view of obtaining more pleasure myself 
as a reader and obtaining also some satisfaction to other 
writers of the future. 

My idea, then, is this. Let no one be afraid of publishing 
an account of his run merely because he happens to be 
going over an old track; don't let him think everyone 
knows all about it, so it's no use putting it in. In the first 
place I do not believe in the existence of the place that 
everyone knows all about. In the next place new ideas 
often strike different men which may interest or amuse 
those who do know the place, and I am inclined to fancy, 
speaking from my own experience, that an account of a 
ride along a road you know something of is really more 
interesting reading, if even moderately written, than an 
account in the same style of a road which is merely so 
many names to the reader. 

In the case, however, of a ride over such a road, it is 
essential that the writer should bear in mind that it is more 
or less known, and not settle down to a merely road-book 
style of description. The road-book description is excellent 
in ite way, and most useful, and one which an explaining 
member will always be conferring a boon on his fellow 
members by publishing, as regards unknown regions ; but 
for a familiar route some points of special interest are 
needed, and this is where I feel I am most unorthodox. It 
appears to me that in such a papw as our own, where one 
of the admitted objects of its existence is to form a bond of 



union between our members, that an account of the tide, 
and not merely, if at all, of the road, is a perfectly legitimate 
slyle of writing. If the ride is interesting, or the member 
has an interesting style of telling his story, it may serve to 
give him a personality to some members of the Club who 
scarcely know him otherwise ; and he need not fear, if he 
fails, that the Editor will allow him to appear in print as 
the writer of nonsense, for our presiding genius is too 
careful for that And when, in a future year, the writer 
takes down his L.B.G. Gazette for 1880, he too, I venture 
to predict, will feel a peculiar interest in his run, the details 
of which he has almost forgotten. 

•This particular advice is perhaps hardly needed, because 
it is self-evident in the case of Club runs. In accounts of 
these I venture to suggest that, unless there is really new 
country traversed, the reference to the roads may be 
reduced to a minimum. The objects of our notes of Club 
runs, as I understand them, is a record of what is, so 
to speak, our daily life, and a reminder, it may be, in 
the future, of a pleasant afbernoom, or an afternoon distin- 
guished by some particular feature. In these cases, then, 
it is the " croppers " perhaps, the tea, the joke of the after- 
noon, the hill-riding feats, or the unmitigated laziness of 
one member and another that tend to distinguished one run 
from its fellows; and a District Captain who tries to 
reproduce his run just as it left its impression on his mind, 
will find his account more readable now and hereafter than 
one who fancies these things too trivial for notice. I hope 
the District Captains— for whom I have the profoundest 
respect—will excuse my thus appearing to lay down the 
law, which they will perhaps consider A, B, C, and very 
common-place, but if they think it thus at any rate let me 
claim to be making suggestions for the D.C.'s of the future. 

To return to the tourist. Above all things let no rider 
suppose that he must ride more than 100 miles in one day, 
or perform any other out-of-the-way feat before he can 
venture to record it. It is not any dreadful presumption 
to report yourself to your own Club, it is rather a duty to 
do so, leaving to the Editor to decide whether or not his 
report should be itserted. 

In conclusion, then, I may sum up my views by saying 
that I venture to submit tliat there are two distinct classes 
of accounts which members may» and in fact akauld write 
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to the Gazette, with, of course, all shades of yariation and 
assimilation of the two, namely (1) Guide-book or road- 
book accounts of the district passed through, the road- 
surface, the exact turnings, and the exact hilk, with a note 
of which hotel to choose and which to avoid ; and (2) 
descriptive accounts of how they rode and fell, how they 
missed their way and found it again, bow their machine 
and its appurtenances did or did not do credit to its maker 
and rider ; finally, I will even yenture to include how the 
rider sustained and enjoyed himself on some particular 
occasion. 

With which I^ will conclude, hoping that I may have 
induced some retiring rider not to retain for the edification 
of his own immediate circle of Mends the appreciation of 
his doings and enjoyments. GK)ethe. 

HARROW GENERAL MEET. 

Members are reminded that this General Meet is to take 
place on the 21st, and I have to particularly ask anyone 
who can to make an eifort to be present. At this time of 
year many men are out of town and have other engage- 
ments, and therefore it is important for those who are at 
liberty to show up. The position is a new one to many of 
us, but I hope Southern members will remember how often 
General Meets have been south of the riyer, and yet fairly 
well attended by both men. 

Full details as to start, times, etc., will be in next week's 
Gazette, but I may mention that there will be no N.E. 
Meet at Sybom's Corner, and that the S.E. will probably - 

Sin the W. and 8. W. in starting from the " Coach and 
orses," Kew. 

To anyone who does not know Harrow I may add that 
for the view alone it is well worth a visit, and as we ought 
to be there in ^ood time they will have ample opportunity 
of enjoying this. Theo. Goblbe, Captain. 

SATURDAY RUNS. 
N.E. District. 
Two members only reached Syborn's Comer on Saturday 
for the joint N.E. and N.W. Meet at Hertford, and these 
two had each come a few minutes late with a very definite 
impression of what he would do " if he were the oidy man 
out." It was raining then, and it continued to rain. One 
of the pair insisted that he had received a special whip from 
the D.C., and so that official was sure to come, ana so he 
was vainly given a full quarter of an hour's law ; then we 
started over the usual Chingford road, dismounting of 
course for the hill, and so on to Waltham Abbey. Here a 
new route recommended by the local authorities was taken, 
keeping to the right by the " New Inn " instead of goina 
througn the yillage, and a most charming change it proved 
— country lanes, with capital undulating roads and a very 
fair surface in spite of the rain, instead of the indifferent 
dead leyel of the high road. Two or three inquiries were 
neccessary to find out the way, which was a little uncertain, 
and eventually we struck the main road a little below 
Hoddesdon, and ran straight across it into the Hertford 
road ; here follows a steady up-hill for the greater part of 
two miles, and then a corresponding down-hill brought us 
into Hertford. The "Plough" was the appointed meeting- 
place, but not being quite certain whether the N.W. would 
know this we were ridii^ by when hailed by the N.W. 
District, in the person of its District Captain. He was 
the only representative. It is not often that the N.E. 



show up double the number of the N.W., but for once it 
was so. The landlord of the " Plough " had provided for 
many more, but was very obliging, and very amply satisfied 
our needs : then as there were three roads from that point 
the trio selected one apiece— Child going on to Royston, 
Morris returning to Hampstead, the surviving North-Easter 
laying tracks for Walthamstow as quick as might be. Of 
the l^t-mentioned trayeller I can say that Waltham Gross, 
ten miles, was reached just under the hour, as tiie last 
glimmer of daylight was disappearing, and then a slower 
progress brought him to his destination. Present : C. Child 
and Theo. Godlbe. 



N.W. ItoTRICT. 

August 7. Rain began to fall last Saturday about 
three o'clock, and when, therefore, the District Captain 
emerged on the Heath, at the usual time, he was not sur- 
prised at not finding anyone there but the Northern Guide, 
m civilian attire, with a good umbrella over his head. The 
District Captain was therefore constrained to carry out the 
run by himself, and endeavour to meet the N.£ as 
arranged. He accordingly proceeded at a rapid pace with 
the wind aft through Barnet, Potter's Bar, and Essendon to 
Hertford, twenty-two miles, which was reached in exactly 
two hours without a dismount. Rain fell all the time, 
more or less, and roads were yery wet, in some places like 
a pudding, but it was not till some three miles from Hert- 
ford that a regular water-spout came down and drenched 
the solitary member to the skin, in fact nearly drowned 
him. " Lor ! look at his back," said the good people of 
Hertford as he wended his way to the "Plough," but, 
intent on tea, he heeded them not. He had almost given 
the N.E. up when the Captain and another member 
appeared and helped to consume the tea (2s.) so nicely laid 
out for the two districts. The party soon after separated, 
the N.W. member retracing his tntcks and getting still 
more wet before he reached his temporary home at Friem 
Bamet. Distance 39 miles. 

NoBiiAN B. Morris, Dist. Capt. 

NoTB. — Next Saturday, 14th, our route will be via 
Neasden, Blackpot Hill (4.25), Wembly Park, Preston, and 
Pinner. Inn, tne " Swan." Swimming in the Cohia 

Wkdnesdat Evening Runs.— Members will, 1 think, 
generally find some one at " Jack Straw's" at seven o'clock 
on Wednesday eyenings if the weather be only tolerably 
decent. 

S.W. District. 
Two members of this district met at 4.30 p.m. at the 
" Griffin," and here learned, from a member of the N.W. 
waiting for a friend to join him in a run to Cookham, that 
another member of the S.W. (who from the description 
given we concluded was J. B. Holdsworth), had called, and, 
nnding none to accompany him at the usual hour, had 
started in the direction of Ewell. Now, as our District 
Captain had suggested that our destination, after including 
Mickleham, might, by mining a circuitous run, eyentually 

5 rove to be the "Glyn Arms" Ewell, we went in that 
irection in pursuit. The ride was in eveiy way wet and 
generally unpieasing, and a certain feeling of disappointment 
was added to our general discomfiture when we learned at 
the " Glyn Arms " that no L.B.C. man had appeared in that 
direction. To continue the journey to Mickleham, with so 
slight a chance of finding the object of our search, we 
considered a waste of energy in such weather, and preferred 
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rather to indulge in a oaiet tea and make an early start 
for home. Present : F. F. Barry and R. M. Gmggen. 

We learn tiiat the District Captain was prevented from 
reaching the meeting place by overpowering storms of wind 
and rain. 

Ab nearly all the regular attendants in this District are 
now away tor their holidays, it is probable that no meets 
will be fonnd practicable tor the next two or three weeks. 
But if any members are left in town and able to attend the 
District Captain will be glad to hear from them by post 
card, when he will endeavour to adhere to the fixtures 
which have been announced* Failing this he will, for a 
time, assume (or share) the mantle of tne District Visitor. 



S.B. DisTRicr. — CioTDOH Division. 
Aug. 7th. The worthy Captain's unworthy deputy duly 
attended the starting point at the appointed time; but the 
rains descended, and the floods fell to such an extent, that 
no Croydon South-Easter braved the elements, and the run 
unfortunately ended in a blank. W. J. 



STRAY NOTES. 
One of the Whip's Cross stable has been put up to 
auction, a very respectable old "Sparrow." Rumour does 
not state the figure realised. 

• ••••• 

If any wanderer looks in at Aldboro', Suffolk, let him 
resort to the " Wliite Hart." Comfort, economy, and all 
else one could wish for are to be there met with. Among 
our "Old World Haunts" Aldboro' is certainlv to be in- 
cluded, — it has many points of interest, while the yachting 
and fishing to be got on the river Aide are things to dream 
of afterwards. L'homme qui rtt. 

EXCHANGE LIST. 

Advertisements can be inserted without expense. 

Wanted to purchase, 52-inch " Roadster," closely built, 

by good m£^er, Humber preferred. Full particulars and 

lowest price to F. Des Voeux, 41, Finborough Road, West 

Brompton, S.W. 

For Sale, a bargain, a 54-in. " Timberlake," in thorough 
good repair. To be seen at William Keen's, Lower Norwood. 
Price £5 lOs.— R. Q . Francis. 

" A Tourist " writes to ask where he can get some steel 
hooks for his M.I. P. Bag, as the old brass ones are worn 
out. — [Probably any ironmonger will be able to supply 
them, out possibly some of our members can give more 
certain information.] 

To tie Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette, 
Sib, — I, as well as others, was certainly under the im- 
pression that Ewell was included in the S.E. district, but 
as it is now shown not so, the case of course is altered. 
I was not aware till I saw our Captain's letter that he had 
sent instructions for the first arrivals to begin, neither, 
as I was not present at the second Ewell meet last year, 
did I know that any precedent had been set in the matter. 
I must still, however, maintain that the course I 
sufi[ge8ted would have been most expedient. 

I did not write solely on my own account, but acted as 
the mouth-piece of a number of men, and think our 
Editor ought to allow me in fairness to say, that I should 



not have interfered in the matter had he not refused to 
insert another member's letter on the subject 

I regret Mr. F. M. Williams should think I wished to 
insult the S.K district, for such I certainly did not intend 
to do. I wrote under a '^ nom deplume " because (as one 
can see) eorreepondence is usually so carried on ia the 
Gazette*; but as I am not in the habit of " skulking behind 
a wm deplume,'* I will subscribe myself— yours truly, 

NOBMAM B. MORBIS, N.W. Dist. Ci^ 



To the Editor qf the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 
Sir,— Annexed I send cony of a bill I and three friends 
paid, a few days since, at the " White Hart," Maidenhead, 
which I think spedcB for itself. We arrived in the evening 
and left early nezf morning. The dinner consisted of a 
pair of ducks, potatoes, marrow, cold beef and cold tart ; 
and the breakfast the usual ham and eggs. The present 
proprietor entered the house about three weeks ago. I 
enclose my card. 

£ ■. A 

4pintiBitier 2 

iDiiuienatSfl. 10 

Coffee 2 

Whisky 10 

4 Beds 10 • •; . 

Bath 6 

4 Brask&sts, and 4 EffSB extn 9 ' t^, * 

Fly 2 2 • 

Attendsnoe 4 

£2 10 4 

Yours, — SuKnm. 

To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 

Sir, — I read Mr. McCuUum Hill's tour in the Gazette 
of the 30th of July, 1880, with great interest, and should 
like to point out Iwo mistakes into which he is likely to 
lead others. Firstly, that "Fay ce que vous-dray" is not 
the Franciscan motto, and that they are far from being a 
mysterious communi^. They came Brst to England (1219 
A.D.), their rule of life (day and night) is to be found in 
print, and no doubt the imaginary wud orgies were nothing 
more or less than the singing of matins at midnight, which 
is part of their rule. The Franciscan motto is '' Deus meus 
et omnia,*' and Faj ce que vous-dray might allude to any- 
thing. Probably there would be no great difficulty in 
finding out why it was placed over the east doorway. — 
Yours, etc., A. L. Gruoobn. 

Netherwood Heath, near Enowle, 
August 10th, 1880. 

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
To J. W. Lanqmore. — ^Thanks for communication. 
To " SuKDEff." — You failed by accident to enclose your 
card. 

NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
All oontribatiouB mast be addressed to " The Editor, L.B.C. Gazette, 
85, Eastcheap, E.C.," and must bear the name of the author, though not 
neceesarilj for insertion. They must be written on one side of the 
paper only, and, if immediate insertion is desired, must be receiyed not 
later than Wednesday morning. Messrs. Darling sapply portfolios in 
which unbound copies of the Gazittb may be kept ; cost is 2s. ; stamped 
on outside with the Club badge. There sre still a few corers for 187S, 
and members can be suppUed with back numbers of the Gaxrte at the 
cost of Id. each. 

Printed for the Proprietors by Darliho Sl Son, at the Mlnerra Steam 
Printing Office, 85, Eastchei^), London, E.O.— August 18, 1880. 
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Now that so many of our members are just going or jnst 
gone for their holidays, or vacations, or by whaterer name 
they may be pleased to call them, and when we may be 
conceited enough to fancy that our little paper will find its 
way to all sorts of " old world haunts " or less romantic 
and more accessible quarters, — ^when reports keep reaching 
us of a member gone to Norway, a member writing from 
the Rhine, a party in Wales, a projected trip to Scotland, 
or a party being formed for the South of France, and all 
the other varying methods of enjoying themselves which 
the modem athletic Briton can devise, — ^when we live on a 
delightful quantity of the " Pleasures of Hope," and our 
urgent entreaties to our most regular subscribers are 
responded to by that blank indifference which means that 
the subscriber is out of town, or by the kindly but dis- 
appointing post-card from a relative which informs us that 
"So-and-So left yesterday for somewhere, so your note 
cannot be forwarded;" or, lastly, by the announcement 
from our correspondent himself that he is just leaving town 
but will certainly send us some copy from his country 
retreat on his return — a promise, alas, only too often not 
realised, — we venture to offer a suggestion which may 
perhaps sound very simple or to others very tedious, but 
which we earnestly commend to the consideration of all those 
who honestly intend to write some account of their doings, or 
who, with no such'definite intention, would like at somefuture 
time to refresh their memories as to a jolly day, a pleasant 
ride, ot a successful achievement. It is simple, " as all great 
idees should be," as Hans Breitmann tells, and amounts in 



short to this— keep a diary. Not any elaborate detailed 
account such as is contained in travellers' letters or books 
of travels, for that, in the first place, is a grind, and in the 
next place is sure to be omitted at the end of a hard day, 
or under the influence of pleasant company ; but just a 
few lines to record stopping places, distance, or any striking 
point which will serve to bring to mind at a glance all the 
necessary details. It may be kept in very small compass, 
and the notes just jotted down as one is waiting in a road- 
side inn for lunch, or resting in a coffee-room after the 
evening meal, or perhaps, it may be, sitting down while a 
more artistic companion is "putting down" a view, Or 
making the outline for a sketch. The trouble is infini- 
tesimal, but the convenience of such a record when one 
wishes to recall a day's work, or a day's pleasure, can only 
be realised by those who have tried. Of course we are 
supposed to be an interested party, always eager for copy 
at iJl hazards, and insatiable in our demands ; yet, in spite 
of such accusations, we confidently beg of our readers to 
try and see whether they will not at some future time 
thank us, however inaudibly, for our advice. 

GENERAL MEET.— IMPORTANT. 
The complete arrangements for this Meet are as follows : — 
N.E. meet at 3.30 sharp at top of Lea Bridge Road, and 

ride via Wood Green and Homsey to join the N.W. at 

"Jack Straw's." 
N.W. meet at 4.30, and being joined by the N.E., ride 

to Harrow. 
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W. and S. W. meet at " Coach and Horses/' Kew, where 
the S.E. will join them either by road or rail at 4.30, and 
the three districts ride to Harrow together. Their route 
will be by Hanwell and Greenford. 

Tea is to be provided at the " King's .Head," at the top 
of the hill. 

I hope members will realise our best expectations, and 
muster in force. Thbo. Godlbb, Captain. 



SATURDAY RUNS. 
N.E. District. 

The N.E. have been exploring again. When the four 
members who constituted the main body met at Sybom's 
Corner an objection was made to the run to Epping, and 
various changes suggested, which finally resolved themselves 
into taking a roundabout route by Abridge and Theydon 
to our registered destination ; and accordingly, with one 
dismount for the level crossing, we traversed the usual 
road by Woodford and Chigwell— all in tolerable order, 
though a little loose, to Abridge. Here the appointed turn 
was made to the left for Theydon, and we were regretting 
the amount of up-hill ahead, when an unexpected signpost 
indicated that the first turning on the right led to Epping. 
Without a moment's hesitation it was decided to try it. 
It might be a good invention— it was not likely to be harder 
riding than the suggested route, and exploring is always 
interesting. The road proved a most pleasant change — 
quiet lanes, with easy gradients and capital surface, and 
quite new to all the party ; besides which a direct route iirom 
Abridge to Epping is an important addition to our routes. 
It is true there was a rather stiff hill up into Epping, but 
though very loose it did not bring all the company to their 
legs. The road brings you out in the upper part of Epping, 
and on turning down to the "Thatched House" the "N.E. 
tenor " on his " pony " was sighted and welcomed. While 
the usual satisfactory arrangements were being made for our 
comfort at " The Thatched House," one or two members 
disported themselves on the "pony" to their no small 
astonishment. After tea and tobacco, the home journey 
by the usual Loughton and Buckhurst Hill route was taken 
in a slight attempt at rain, Lyne accompanying us home. 
Buckhurst Hill was loose as usual, and a solitary rider 
ploughed to the summit The party divided in Waltham- 
stow, which was made about nine o'clock, thus closing a 
very satisfactory run. Present : Theo. Child, F. Jolly, 
R. M. Long, C. Lyne, and 

Thbo. Godleb. 
N.E. members' attention is particularly called to the 
General Meet next Saturday. It will be one of the shortest 
General Meets for this District on record, except the " N.E. 
treat" to Epping. 

EsNBST Babrbtt, Dist. Capt 



N.W. District. 

August 14.— The run to Rickmansworth on Saturday 
last may be considered to have been successftil, for although 
the sun did not trouble us much, yet the weather continued 
fine, and roads good, if a little dusty in places. Only four 
members quitted the rendezvous, but they were reinforced at 
Wembley Park by Bamett, Hindley, Naylor, W. J. Williams, 
and a visitor. The nine men proceeding round Wembley Park 
and by Preston, were joined by another visitor at Kenton, 
and by Ahson near Pinner. The pace throughout the run 
may be said to have been strictly funereal, for several 
machines kept getting deranged, and thus necessitated a 
crawl for the sound ones. As usual, when Moor Park was 
reached, the gates were obligingly opened by the good lady 
in charge, and the party, riding through this pretty place 
— ^flying past a large herd of deer, and going more 
ceremoniously past the house — ^rode out at the other end of 
the park, and soon drew up at the " Swan," in Rickmans- 
worth. It is certainly very good of Lord Ebury to allow 
bicyclists through the Park, as they thereby see some pretty 
bits of country, and have two or three nice slopes to run down 
instead of an almost unrideable descent into Rickmansworth 
by the main road. The majority of the Club, after pro- 
curing towels, speedily made for the Colne, and enjoyed a 
capital swim. Whilst in the water, and to say the least of 
it in a state of complete nudity, several amusing diversions 
were created by some of the more frolicsome ones, not the 
least amusing of which was that caused by the hesitating 
party, who suddenly found himself unceremoniously pro- 
pelled anyhow into the water. A barge coming down 
stream made the more modest ones fear lest females might 
be on board, but the others only feared being made a fender 
of by the unwieldy vessel against the bank. On our return 
to the ''Swan," Law and 0. Thorn had arrived, and 
during tea (Is. 8d.), which was, as usual, good, Kent rode 
up. It is worthy of note that whenever we visit this town 
we always manage to fill the coffee-room, and the fourteen 
men sitting down certainly did so in this instance. The 
homeward jouniey was begun at 8.25 by all but Price and 
the W. contingent, who returned another way. The lower 
road was taken to Watford, and then through Oxhey Lane, 
Kenton Lanes, Kingsbury, the Hyde, and Hendon. The 
Heath was reached about 11. Night rather dark. Dis- 
tance, 18 and 19 miles=37 miles. Present: Alison^ 
Anderson, Bamett, Hill, Hindley, Kent, Law, Naylor, 
Price, 0. Thorn, W. J. Williams, two visitors, Messrs, 
Gordon and Tegetmeier, and 

Norman B. Mokris, Dist Capt 

SPECIAL NOTICE TO N.W. MEMBERS. 

I sincerely hope N.W. members will make a great effort 

to be present on Saturday next at the General Meet, at 

Harrow. It is the shortest run of the season, and the 

Meet is in our district, so that we certainly ought to score 
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the largest attendance. Some N.W. members we only 
know from the names in the book, bnt slionld much like to 
make their personal acquaintance before the season is over, 
and this would appear to be a fitting opportunity. 

NoBMAN B. MoB&is, Dist. Capt, 



W. District. 



The meet at Acton was much better attended than of 
late. Two members met at 3.45, and waited until 4.15 for 
three members who had promised to turn up, but they were 
not seen or heard of, owing, I believe, to an unfortunate 
mistake in the Gazbttb, the time being stated as 3.15 
instead of 3.45. The two then rode along the main-road 
to Uxbridge, and there decided to ride via Denham to 
Rickmansworth, and meet the N.W. The roads were 
decidedly lumpy and dusty all the way, except the last two 
miles. We arrived here just after the N.W. had started 
for a swim in the river, so we waited patiently for their 
return, and then found one of the missing members 
(E. Naylor) amongst them. During tea we were joined by 
0. H. Kent. After tea we all started for home, Kent 
riding with the N.W., the other three riding ma Moor 
Park, Pinner, the Kenton Lanes, Neesdon, Willesden, and 
Harlesden Green. Distance 42| miles. Present: G. H. 
Kent, E. Naylor, 0. Thorn, and C. E. Law. 



S.W. District, i 
August 14th. Head-quarters for to-day were transferred 
to Merton Double Gates, in the supposed interests of 
dwellers in Wimbledon, Putney, Glapham, Balham, Tooting, 
and other places round about, who (it was whispered) were 
burning for a convenient opportunity to come in large force. 
As the District Captain rode the twelve miles between his 
domicile and Merton, he was much sustained by the hope 
of finding a respectable muster ; and yet at times a close 
observer might have noticed that some cloud of foreboding 
mingled with the dust from his hind wheel, and that 
his countenance was "sicklied o'er" not only with that 
same dust, but also with the " pale east " of scepticism. 
The somewhat lonely ride afforded an opportunity for 
testing the behaviour of a new '' Extraordinary," which, in 
spite of some amiable eccentricities, may be spoken of as a 
beast of more utility than beauty. At Goombe Hill we 
joined company with an " unattached," late a member of 
the defunct Moulsey Club, who discussed keenly the old 
question of " Club or no Club ? " His views, if representa- 
tive, went far to explain why we find so few recruits in a 
district containing so many riders. Merton was reached at 
4.45. Other clubs were mustering there, but no grey 
uniform could be discovered. After waiting till five 
o'clock, "the District" took the road to Morden, and 
thence by good and pleasant bye-roads to Carshalton, 
then through Beddington, and past Waddon. After that 
we lost our bearings for a time, and had to seek local infor- 



mation for the road to Addington. After getting through 
rather a maze in South Croydon and finding the road out of 
it, we had a rough time over the loose, steep hill at Shirley. 
Running down into Addington at about 6.30, we imme- 
diatelysighted the Blackheath Division, who had just arrived, 
and after arranging preliminaries had set out to meet 
us. Tea at the "Cricketers" being disposed of, and very 
numerous notes compared, we resisted the very hospitable 
invitation of the Blackheath acting oJ£cer to penetrate 
his District further, and went our separate ways at 
about 7.45. Passing through Croydon by Park Lane 
and Bedford Park, and being there misdirected, our route 
became vague and circuitous, but presently we got up a 
good swing across Mitcham Common. Mitcham village 
was unrideable and barely passable, a large fair being in 
progress and all the approaches thronged. Regaining the 
Coombe road, the returning tide of 'cyclists from the 
Guildford direction were encountered. When trying to ride 
up Coombe Hill, while a large Club were rushing down, with 
lamps swaying and swinging, and the road being somewhat 
narrow and the night getting decidedly dark, we realised 
that 'cycles are sometimes not the pleasantest things to 
meet. Kingston and Teddington were passed without 
incident, then the lonely country beyond, and home reached 
after eleven. Distance out and home 44 miles. Present : 
H. Jekkinqs, District Captain. 



S.E. Disteict.— Ceoydon Division. 
Four members left Central Croydon at the usual time 
for East Grinstead. At Gaterham Oswald joined the 
quartette, and on arriving at East Grinstead, after a 
pleasant run, The O'Reilly and C. A. Smith swelled the 
number to a septette. The usual excellent '' Railway 
Arms " collation was disposed of, and, after a few songs, 
and an admirmg inspection of O'Reilly's new " Humber," 
a start home was effected. The pleasure of the return 
journey was much enhanced by the presence of a Scotch 
mist and head wind, which little inconveniences, added to 
bumpy roads and inky darkness, did not tend to promote 
that hilarity which frequently distinguishes the S.K on 
their homeward trips. Members present : A. Barker, 
Alfred Herbert, J, C. Oswald, The O'Reilly, C. A. Smith, 
A. 0. Tylor, and W. Johns. 

S.E. Disteict.— Blackheath DivisioN. 
Foreseeing a solitary meet (if the expression be considered 
logical), the District Captain's Subtitute took the oppor- 
tunity of trotting out some of the rising talent in the 
bicycling way which is to be found on wild Blackheath. A 
steady run was made to Beckenham, where the young visitors 
took the road to Addington, whilst the aforesaid Substitute 
did all he knew to reach Croydon in time for the start of 
that Division, but without success, as he arrived fifteen 
minutes too late. The run to Gaterham was very pleasant, 
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the road being in good condition and the wind fayourable. 
Turning back from here he ascended the remarkable lane 
leading np to Warlingham and enjoyed a grand spin down 
by Sanderstead to Addington, falling in with the boys 
halfway between the hitter two places. The S. W. District 
was expected to tea, and, before many minutes, Jennings 
was seen approaching, but accompanied only by his dog. 
After a satisfactory meal the party broke up, the Blackheath 
Division reaching home at 9.20, the earliest on record* 
Member present : Stephen Smith. 



THE N.W. BANK HOLIDAY RUN. 

After the somewhat eventful Club run to Chenies a few 
weeks ago, the idea was started that a very enjoyable outing 
might be had at this little village during the holidays, pro- 
vided another route to it were substituted for the Northern 
Guide's nowrenowned Long Lane. The bad weather, however, 
kept things very undecided until the Friday, when beds 
were telegraphed for, to which the reply, received mid-day 
Saturday, was not very encouraging, as it stated there was 
not one to be had in the whole place. However, by no 
means daunted, the D.G. arranged that the party should 
meet for tea at Friem Bamet, at the house of his brother. 
Here Morris, Anderson, Price, and myself held a council of 
war as to what should be done. It was at last decided 
that the three last of us should make a start, and secure 
quarters as near as possible to Chenies, Morris and 
Jennings (who was expected) to meet us there in the 
morning. 

At 6.15 we therefore got on our way, with the soothing 
feeling that it might be some hours before we were at rest. 
The well-known north road was traversed to the foot of 
Barnet Hill, where we turned to the left for Barnet Gate. 
As usual. Price was not happy unless forcing the pace, 
and a big multum, containing a black coat and other 
articles, did not seem to stop him much. At Barnet 
Gate we got into the Elstree road, which was in fair 
condition, with the exception of Woodcock Hill, which, as 
usual, was utterly unrideable on account of the surface. 
This road is an exceedingly pretty one, running as it does 
on the top of the ridge of hills which separates Herts from 
Middlesex. The view on both sides is very fine ; on the 
Hertfordshire side the country lies extended for miles and 
miles, while across Middlesex the Surrey hiUs may be seen 
in the dim distance. A long descent through Elstree brmgs 
the reservoir into view, which, with its broad sheet of water 
backed by the green foliage, is well worth a visit. A long 
pull up and Bnshey was reached, where we joined the main 
Watford road. Clay Hill was perhaps a shade better than 
usual, but decidedly loose, and was walked by two members. 
Watford duly passed, we turned to the left down the Hat- 
field and Reading road by Cashiobury Park, the road 
running through a fine avenue of trees. A long gradual 
descent brought us to the river Colne, and, after crossing 



the canal, Price to<^ us a turn up a hill to the right, and 
then through some winding lanes for some distance, through 
Crosley Green to Loudwater. This place is reached by a 
sharp turn to the left, through a lane with high wooded 
banks— ^he beauty of which must be seen to be realised. 
Loudwater seems to consist of a paper mill, very prettily 
situated in a beautiful little valley. After walking a long 
hill we again joined the Reading road. We stopped to 
inquire at two places in Chorley Wood whether they could 
take us in, but all to no purpose. At Chenies— ^t the 
"Bedford Arms," where we asked where we could get 
housed — ^we were told Amersham was the best place to go 
to. Here we got settled at last at the " Grifi^ " at nine 
o'clock ; distance bom Friem Barnet^ 25 miles. During 
a stroll in the evening we came across a "Cheap^ack," 
who was Belling crockery at such a low figure as made 
us look on in astonishment ; indeed, if any of us had been 
contemplating starting housekeeping, it would have been a 
rare opportunity. 

Sunday morning opened with slight rain, which, however, 
cleared off before break£Bist was over. We therefore decided 
to walk over to Chenies to meet Jennings and Morris. 
After a pleasant walk of four and a half miles, we found 
no trace of the two District Captains. We attended 
service at the old church, which contains the mausoleum 
belonging to the Russell family. We unfortunately were 
not able just then to view the interior of this. As the 
building contains no organ, the singing is started with a 
pitch-pipe, a thing I have never come across before. 
Having left word as to our whereabouts, we descended 
the hiU to the valley of the Chess, and followed it up the 
valley for some distance. (Note for the Northern Guide. 
We here found the place where Long Lane ends, coming 
down a shingly precipice into the Chesham road.) This 
valley is very pretty, being well wooded on both sides, 
with about half a mile of meadow land in the centre, 
through which winds the Chess. There is a fine house up 
on the hills to the right, belonging to Lord Chesham. We 
struck off through the woods to the left, and made our 
way back again to Amersham, quite ready for the dinner 
which awaited us. While discussing our dessert, in walked 
"Messieurs leCapitaine et le Lieutenant." The rest of 
the day was pleasantly spent in beating up the walks in the 
neighbourhood. We were decidedly pleased with the little 
primitive town of Amersham, which, not boasting a railway, 
has not yet been spoiled. The " Griffin " we found com- 
fortable and reasonAUe. I have, however, since been told 
the " Crown " is a better place. 

We were very sorry to lose the S.W. Captain so soon, but 
he left us at five o'clock Monday morning, having important 
business engagements. We had determined over-night on 
breakfasting at the "Bedford Arms/' so Price and Anderson 
started about 7.15 to order it. Morris and myself left 
soon after, and on reaching our destination found the flying 



Digitized by LriOO^lC 



'— "^""^ 



LONDON BICYCLE CLUB GAZETTE. 



181 



brigade cooliDg themselyes at the village pump. They 
first tried to make us believe they, had got over the four 
and a half miles ia fifteen minutes, but afterwards toned 
their time down to eighteen minutes. Certainly the official 
timekeeper was rather mixed. After breakfast, heavy rain 
kept us under cover for a couple of hours. Just as it 
cleared, and we were thinking of starting, up came Faxon, 
having ridden from Surbiton that morning, and lost his way 
in various meandering lanes. His soaked condition and 
hunger kept us another half hour. To alleviate the dis- 
comfort of the former, he made use of the N. W. patent of 
putting a layer of newspaper in his knickerbockers. Our 
programme was to go to Ghesham, and then through 
Ashridge Park and home. However, the fates ordered 
otherwise. A sharp shower in the Chess valley 
caused us to seek the friendly shelter of some trees. 
Then the weather turned out fine, but, alas ! the 
roads were spoiled altogether. A gradual rise brought us 
to the loDg straggling place of Chesham, all the way through 
pretty country. Just as we were clearing the town we saw 
another 'cyclist approaching us, with a straw hat certainly 
the worse for rain, and clothes covered with a sheet of mud. 
A closer inspection revealed the well-known face of a 
" member's brother," in truly a sorry plight. This enthu- 
siast had left Hampstead at some unearthly hour, travelled 
through Ashridge Park (which he reported unrideable mud) 
to Ivinghoe, where he had breakfasted, and then come on 
through the rain with the hope of finding us. A turn to the 
left over a road with several hills brought us to Berkhamp- 
stead, which place is arrived at down an unrideable hill. Here 
we tried to obtain dinner, without avail, and gave up the 
idea of Ashridge Park. We turned our faces homewards along 
the main road, and stopped for dinner at Boxmoor. Dinner 
our repast can, however, scarcely be called, as we had to 
make up a meal with the leavings of others, supplemented 
with eggs. The road to Watford proved very heavy going, 
and the long ascent out of the town had to be walked by 
all. Price made a desperate effort to get up Clay Hill, 
but failed when three parts up, which was not to be won^ 
dered at considering the surface. At Bushey, Morris, Paxon, 
and mjTself turned off, and followed nearly the same route 
to Friem Barnet as we had come, while the others pursued 
their way to Hampstead, vid Brockley Hill. After a wel- 
come cup of tea Paxon and I made our way home to 
Highbury. So ended what was a decidedly enjoyable trip, 
which, if it had not been marred by the weather, the last 
day would have been a thorough saeMSS. Altogether six 
members and a *' brother " took part in the run. 

W. J. WiLLUMa 

RACING FIXTURES. 
Aug. 2l8t. — Crusaders B.C. Race Meeting, Clapham Rink 

Track. 
Aug. 28th. — South London Harriers B.C. Race Meeting, 

Stamford Bridge. One Mile Open. 



LONDON ATHLETIC CLUB, STAMFORD BRIDGR 
The Rboobd Bbatek. 

One Mile Amateur Handicap. 
This very interesting running race was brought to a 
splendid termination on Monday last, in the presence of a 
large company of spectators, who seemed perfectly satisfied 
with the result, and the interest taken in the race by the 
spectators clearly proves that anything like a good race, 
and a genuine one, is sure to bring the best old athletes 
out to look on, and see if any of their performances are 
to be beaten ; and after the fair way in which Mr. 
W. G. George, of Worcester (Moseley Harriers) beat the 
record for one mile made by W, Slade, (4 min. 24j sec.) 
we feel certain they can only come to one conclusion — 
that the race run on Monday last was as fair and as 
genuine as could be. The times given below were taken 
with a marking chronograph by our representative, who 
holds the appointment of official timekeeper to the Bicycle 
Union (though some persons have been spreading a report 
that such was not the case, if they doubt this statement, let 
them look at the minute book of the Bicycle Union and 
satisfy themselves). The race was not started till three 
minutes past seven, and a strong wind blowing from the 
N.E. made matters rather hard for George, but, nothing 
daunted, he determined to try to beat the record, and 
when the pistol was fired by Mr. J. Waddell went off at a 
splendid pace, the .others also going well, Stevenson at 
first cutting out the running, and George gaining ground 
very slowly. The half mile saw Stevenson leading and 
George last ; but halfway down the next straight George^ 
closed up with some of the men and took second place. 
The commencement of the last lap still saw Stevenson 
leading and George lying second. The excitement now 
became something tremendous, as, entering the straight 
run in, George got on level terms with Stevenson — ^the 
pair racing well together — (Jeorge just managing to win 
a splendid race by hardly a foot in the magnificent time 
of 4 min. 23^ sec, thus beating record time by one second 
and three-tenths. The times for each quarter for W. G. 
George are — ^first, 59f sec. ; second, 2 min. 4| sec. ; third, 
3 min. 14j sec. ; full mile, 4 min. 23^ sec. 

Tour in Northbrn Italy. — I am again for the fifth 
consecutive year thinking of taking my holiday abroad, 
and propose this year starting from the South of France 
and riding along the famous Ilividra road bv the shores of 
the Mediterranean into Northern Italy, where I hope to 

?;et as far as Florence if not Venice. The S.W. District 
/aptain, H. Jennin^, and myself will be ^lad to hear from 
anyone who would like to join the party. We shall not start 
till the end of September or perhaps beginning of October. 
We should like to form an " Italian Four." Distances, I 
may say, will be easy, as there would appnear to be so much 
to stop about for and see. I have acquired from various 
sources a good deal of information about the country roads, 
routes, etc. 

NoBJCAU B. MoBBis, N.W. District Ci^tain. 
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FIXTURES FOR CLUB MEETS. 



I 



3.80 Lea Bridge 
B<MMl,8.45Sybom'8 
Comer, for Up- 
miziflter. 



8.45 <' Jack Straw's 
Cartle" for Bad- 
lett. 



3.45 Harlesden 
Green for Abbott's 
Langley. 



4.30 Cross Bead 
N.E, comer of 
Hanworth Park 
forYirginiaWater. 



4.45 West Wickham. 
Paper Chase. 



A RIDE IN KENT. 

One day in August the Northern Guide and the District 
Visitor started for a ride in Kent. We left Kensington 
at 3.30, took over the bridge at Wandsworth to Lower 
Tooting, then by Mitcham Common to Croydon. Here we 
had to wait while a heavy storm passed over. We then 
took through West Wickham and over Hayes Common to 
Famboro*, up Pole Hill, which was frightfully wet to Kiver- 
head. At the " Amhurst Arms " we partook of a good tea, 
then went through Seal and Ightham to Maidstone, the last 
seven miles into the latter town being wonderfully good, 
considering how bad they can be. I nearly upset the 
Northern Guide through slipping on a very greasy piece, 
and after that he thought it wiser to give me more room. 
We had to light our lamps about a mile from the town as 
it was quite dark. We put up at the " Mitre," finding it 
very good and reasonable (head-quarters of the B.T.C.). 
Distance for the afternoon about 48 miles. 

The next morning we awoke to find it pouring with rain, 
and the wind in the east ; however, about eleven o'clock it 
cleared, so we made the best of our way over awfully 
heavy roads with a head wind, past Leeds Castle, through 
the pretty village of Lenham to Charing. No sooner 
did we leave this village than the wind, that should 
have been with us, fell, and the rain also : however, 
we pushed — "it was pushing" — on through Pluckley. 
Here there is a very steep down hill ; the Northern Guide 
enjoyed it, but I preferred to walk to Smarden, where the 
rain came down harder than ever, but as we could not find 
a nice inn we went on to Biddenden, then to Cranbrook, 
where we lunched, and saw the church and town. As the 
Northern Guide is fond of fine views I took him on to 
Goudhurst ; here we mounted the church tower, and had a 
view which has few equals in England. The sexton said 
sixty-six church steeples could be counted, but as we were 
short of time and did not care to go into figures we took it 
for granted. We could see quite plainly the church at 
Fairlight, some thirty miles away, also the cliffs above 
Dover, and such a lot of other places, etc., that it would 
take a whole Gazette to hold the names of them. My 
advice is, L.B.C. members, go and see. After leaving the 
church the Northern Guide rode down the very steep long 
hill ; I walked. A little further on I took the turning to 
Horsmonden by mistake, and found myself flying down a 
hill that I could not stop on, so had to wait till I got to the 
foot, and then walk back ; the Northern Guide wondered 
where I had got to, and came back to look for me. We 



were soon on the right track, and went up and down awfully 
sticky hills through Pembury Green to Tunbridge Wells. 
After wandering about we decided on the " Crown," very 
nice and clean, but very dear for us men of the wheel. 
When we had brushed some of the mud off our clothes 
we went on to the common for a walk, and saw a fine 
view of the town. We then went on to the Pantiles, and 
drank some of the famous water. Like most of these 
wells, it was built round, and a big iron spoon chained to 
the wall for drinkers. We did not much like the flavour ; 
whether it was the spoon or the water that tasted I cannot 
say for certain, perhaps both had something to do with it. 
Distance for day 44 miles, and a jolly hard day's work too. 
The next morning was fine ; so before breakfast we had 
a drink of the water to iron us up for the day. On starting, 
we walked up the Common and mounted at the top of the 
Cricket Ground, and rode over Rustall Common to Groom- 
bridge. The hill into the latter place is narrow, long, and 
steep, but the Northern Guide rode the lot — ^the worst part 
of it is in the village. We were hardly a mile away from it 
before a heavy storm came on, but wo managed to get 
shelter in a very nice labourer's cottage on Lord Buckhurst's 
estate. We got into a long conversation with the woman 
about things in general, and, among other information, she 
told us she only paid Is. 6d. per week for the cattage and 
garden, and that the produce of the garden nearly kept 
them. I think we had all better retire into a house of this 
kind, and blow the expense. When the rain was nearly over, 
the Northern Guide begged and prayed to go on, so I gave 
way, but before we had gone another two miles down came 
the rain again ; this time we found shelter in a public at 
Withyham. After a forced repose of half an hour we went 
on through lovely country to Harefield and Forrest Row. 
About halfway between these two villages I was nearly 
upset by an old sow, who charged out from the side of the 
road just as I was flying a steep hill ; but for once I was in 
luck, and only got a good fright instead of a claim on the 
accidental. We had to walk part of the long hill out of 
Forrest Row, as the roads were two inches in soft stuff. 
We could see a very heavy storm just in front of us, so we 
mounted and charged up the rest of the hiUs to East Grin- 
stead, but we were hardly in the saddle before down came 
a perfect deluge, and as there was no shelter we made the 
best of it. I arrived at East Grinstead first, drenched 
through, and the Northern Guide arrived about five 
minutes after in a rather worse plight. We went to the 
L.B.C. room at the " Railway Hotel," and rigged ourselves 
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out in the loanable clothing. Our outfit was not very 
suitable, but still dry — ^the Northern Guide looked quite 
majestic in a brown long-tailed coat. We found several 
L.B.G. men laid up by stress of weather, but they made 
themselves very happy under the trying circumstances. 
After dinner we waited awhUe, but the Northern Guide 
got restless again, so we had to don our wet clothes and 
start. We took through Horley and Reigate; I took him to 
the " Grapes " and introduced him. We then walked up 
Reigate Hill — admired the view — amounted at the top, but 
the runs down were nothing, as there was a strong head- 
wind, and arrived at Sutton Station just in time to get 
shelter from another storm. Here the Northern Guide 
took the train, as he had to be up at Victoria to see a friend 
off by the mail. I plodded home through mire and slush to 
Kensington ; distance for day, about 53 miles. So ended 
what might have been a pleasant trip, but for the awful 
weather. The country in Kent we went through was 
lovely, but, taking it altogether, very hilly. As for the 
roads, to be Irish, they may be good when they are, but we 
had not a chance of finding out. Soup Squares. 



VELOCIPEDE-CLUB DIEPPOIS. 

This energetic and enterprising Club announces the 
"Premiere Reunion Anuelle des Courses Velocipidiques 
Internationales — ^pour amateurs seulement;" but as, un- 
fortunately, in accordance with the custom of the country^ 
the races are to be held on Sunday, the 29th instant, we 
cannot advise any of our members to think of sending an 
entry, as we are authorised by Mr. Theo. Godlee to state 
that he will certainly refuse >his permission to anyone 
desiring to represent the Club at a Sunday race meeting. 
In addition to this, we believe the V.C.D. are not quite at 
one with the Bicycle Union as to what is an amateur ; for 
as a member of the executive of the latter body puts it, 
" a man has to work uncommonly hard to become a profes- 
sional in France," and the V.C.D. are anxious that English 
riders should accept their definition. 

We, however, append the rules, which may amuse and 
instruct our members, and some portions of which our Race 
Committee next year may like to copy. We fear, however, 
some difiiculty might arise if the latter part of Art. 15 
were carried into effect here, and say the final of the open 
race adjourned till next day. 

The club advertise an excursion for the Monday to Eu 
and Tr^port, which is to start from the " Plage " at the 
very respectable hour of 7.30 in the morning. 

Reglement. 

Art. 1*. — ^Les Courses ont lieu entre Amateurs seulement. 

Art. 2. — Tout coureur se faisant inscrire sous un faux 
nom sera exclu et perdra son entree. 

Art. 3. — Le Comity des Courses se r&erve le droit de 
refuser ou d'annuler une entree sans donner ses raisons. 



Art. 4. — En cas d'avarie 4 un velo, le coureur a droit 
d'en monter un autre. 

Art. 5. — ^Le costume de Club ou de Course est de rigueur. 
Art. 6. — Tout coureur recevra du juge un numdro corres- 

Sondant k celui qu'il a sur le programme. Ce numdro 
evra 6tre port^ sur le cdte droit de la poitrine pendant la 
durde de la Course. 

Art. 7. — ^Une cloche sonnera avant chaque Course pour 
avertir les comp^titeurs de rdpondre k I'appel de leurs noms 
devant la table du juge. 

Art. 8. — ^Aussitdt Tappel termine, les coureurs se mettront 
en ligne suivant les indications qui leur seront denudes. 

Art. 9. — Le depart aura lieu au signal d'un coup de 
pistolet. 

Art. 10. — Tout coureur devanj^nt le signal du depart 
sera placd en arri^re k la discretion du juge. En cas de 
rdcidive, 11 sera mis hors de Course. 

Art. 11. — Un seul aide sera donnd k chaque coureur. 
Cet aide ne doit que tenir la machine et la pousser, mais 
sans faire un seul pas. 

Abt. 12. — Pendant une Course, le coureur peutk volenti 
descendre de velo, et il lui est permis de le pousser. Mais 
aussitdt k terre, il doit se placer en dehors de la piste, sur 
le cdte exterieur. 

Art. 13. — En se ddpaasant, les coureurs sent obliges de 
passer en dehors de celui qu'ils laissent derrifere, (k moins 
que ce dernier soit ddmonte), et ne peuvent prendre la 
corde qu' k une bonne longeur de velo. Ndanmoms si celui 
qui est en t6te laisse entre lui et la corde un espace d'au 
moins un m&tre, celui qui le suit pent le ddpasser en prenant 
la corde. Celui qui va moins vite doit toujours laisser place 
k celui qui le ddpasse. 

^ Art. 14. — ^Tout Coureur qui se placerait en travers de la 
piste ou se servirait de moyens deioyaux pour empgcher son 
adversaire de passer, serait mis hors de Course. 

Art. 15. — Le Comite fera strictement observer ce Rfegle- 
ment. Le Comity se reserve le droit de reculer les Courses, 
s'il est ndcessaire. En aucun cas les droits d'entrde ne 
seront rembours^s, ni une indemnity accordde aux Coureurs. 
Les Courses qui ne pourraient 6tre termindes dans la m^me 
joumee seraient remises au lendemain. 

Art. 16. — Toute protestation au sujet de rinscription 
des Coureurs doit dtre faite au Comity avant le depart. 
Toute reclamation centre un concurrent qu'on accuserait 
de contravention au R^lement doit dtre faite imm^diate- 
ment apr^s la Course. 

Art. 17. — Le Comite se reserve le droit de statuer sur 
les cas douteux et sur toute question non pr^vue par le 
R^glement. De plus il pourra faire au Programme tout 
changement qu'il jugera necessaire. 

Art. 18.^Les decisions du juge sent sans appel. 



STRAY NOTES. 
It was rather amusing to see a six-foot North Easter 
riding about Epping on Lyne's " pony," but it would have 
caused a smile on the sternest features to see the N.E. 
starting, with the Captain sitting his highest on his 56-iD. 
" Humber," and L3me riding by him on the " pony." 

I have read the first article last week right through, and 
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I can't think what the Lancet has got to do with it, or why 
it is a " commission ? " I expect the Editor Imows, but he 
won't tell ma 

• « • * . • • 

The Captain sajrs he will not have members beguiled by 
tempting descriptions of the delights of yachting. There 
are quite few enough men at Club runs as it is. I hear 
there is to be an article soon on ''The Pleasures and 
Advantages of Lawn Tennia" 

• ♦•••« 

The runs the week before last were unusual. The two 
large Districts, N.W. and S.R, one member apiece ; the 
two small Districts (I beg their pardons), N.E. and S.W., 
twice as many each. The West " have not sent an account." 

It's an old proverb that " when the cat's away the mice 
will play," so what a lark there will be at Club runs just 
now, with three District Captains out of town and a fourth 
District visiting. 

So Tapley has left the " White Hart." That makes one 
blow more for those much ill-treated mortals the would-be 
medallists. 

• « • • • * 

Ryan writes from Cologne that the crossing was so severe 
his badge was carried away. 

• ••••« 

I hear that on Saturday next, the 2l8t Au^st, Cortis 
will try to beat record time for ten miles (30 min. 6f sec.) 
at Surbiton, in the Ten Miles Scratch Race of the Con- 
naught Rangers Bicycle Club, starting at five p.m. ; so if 
anybody wants a treat I should advise nim to go and see it. 
Our owi. representative will hold a clock. 



The only thing wanting at the 
button hook. 



^Railway Arms." A 



The new sign-post at Famborough, Kent, is the most 
complete thing in the line yet brought out. It has as many 
arms as the average Hindoo deity, and they point in all 
directions — ^right, left, up, down, and cornerways. The 
inscriptions on the arms are of a more enterprising nature 
than usual, and direct the wanderer to Paris, Dublin, and 
other remote regions. One of them points downwards at 
an anffle of 45 degrees, and is inscribed " Down Below." 
I dont know where t^t leads to. We might have a 
General Meet to investigate that route. 

• •••«• 

The Norwegian couple (this is not a fashionable marriage 
announcement) who start, vid Hull, to-night, have, like 
Captain Bumabv, fortified themselves with an unlimited 
amount of Cockle's antibilious pills. Any wonderful cures 
upon natives will be duly forwarded to the Gazbttb. 
Insect powder and carbolic acid soap is also at a premium. 

• • • »; • • • 

Something like a machine has appeared in the S.E. 
District, to wit, a " Humber," with aU ths latest improve- 
ments. A man cannot do better than invest in a machine 
of that make "just to try the bearings." The said machine 
will most likely appear at the Harrow Meets. Keep your 
eyes open, and be present, all ye who want to see the finest 
on record. 



I hear, however, that a new bicycle is coming out which 
will completeljr eclipse even this latest "Humber" if it 
comes up to its deviser's expectations. Now, ye Lon- 
doners, forward your orders, accompanied by remittances 
(or the latter alone will do) to the undersigned, care of the 
Editor. 

• • • # « * 

His many victims will be glad to learn that that in- 
tangible nonentity "L'homme qui rit"^ is out of town. 
The only reason I regret it is that his duties as chief 
collector of curios to the Club is left in the hands of 

The Man with the Muck Rake. 



<!totre«p0nbence. 

THE BTE-LAWS IN THE Mn)LANDS. 
To the Editor of the London Bicycle Olub Gazette. 
Sm, — ^As most of your readers are aware, the special 
bye-laws for bicyclists are in force in Northamptonshire but 
not in Buckinghamshira Those unhappy 'cyclists who live 
on the borders of these two counties are subject to some 
difficulties as regards night riding. On the occasion of 
some festivity at Stoney Stratford, a large number of 
'cyclists rode over there and returned after dark. The 
local policeman stationed himself on the bridge running 
over tne Ouse, which divides these counties. He allowea 
some eight bicyclists to pass unmolested, but on seeing a 
local bicycle agent cross tne bridge he at once stopped him, 
and informed him tJiat as he had no lamp he was breaking 
the law, and he has since taken out a summons against him. 
Encouraged bv this success, the policeman waited till the 
small hours of the morning to catch other ofTenders, which, 
however, he did not succeed in doing, as the bicyclist who 
had bc^n stopped went back about ten yards or so and 
cautioned them. Here there is at least a distinct boundary, 
but in some places the line is far from being sharply marked. 
Between Buckingham and Stoney Stratfora it is said to be 
divided by an oak tree called the Cranlei^h Oak. I am 
expecting now to hear that some local defender of the peace 
wiU hide himself in the tree some evening, and rush out at 
some unoffending tourist, knock him off his machine, and 
demand his name and address. What makes the thing 
more unpleasant is, that most of the driving men about 
here prefer meeting a bicyclist without a lam^ than with 
one, as they descnbe an all-bright machine with a hub- 
lamp as something diabolical to pass. Intending tourists 
on tne London and Birmingham road had tiierefore better 
remember to light their lamps in Stoney Stratford before 
they cross the bridge, and if mey be riding from Bucking- 
ham to Stoney Stratford, had better light up about three 
or four miles from the former town. — ^xours, etc., 

SpmsB. 

NOTICE TO CORKESPONDBNTS. 
All contribations miut be addraned to <' The Editor, LB.C. Gazette^ 
86, Eastcheap, E.C./' and most bear the name of the aathor, though not 
neceflMoily for insertion. They mnst be written on one aide of the 
paper only, and, if immediate insertion is dedred, mnst be reoeiTed not 
later than Wednesday morning. Messrs. Darling supply portf(^oe in 
which nnbonnd copies of the Gazbttb may be kept ; oost is 2s. ; stamped 
on outside with the Clab badge. There are stiU a few oOTers for 1878, 
and members can be snppUed with back nnmbers of the GumzB at the 
oost of Id. each. 

Printed for the Proprietors by Dablikg k Son, at the Minerva Steam 
Printing Office, 35, Eastcheap, London, E.C.-^Angi»t 20, 1880. 
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THE AMATEUR ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION AND 
THE BICYCLE UNION. 

A rather curious conflict has been taking place between 
the above bodies, as some members are no doubt aware, as 
to the much-vexed question of "An Amateur," as to which 
I should be obliged if you will allow me a few lines, in order 
that our members may not form any erroneous impressions 
as to actions of the union of which we are a component 
part, and in whose councils we are largely represented. 

The facts are briefly these. A meeting of "athletic" 
clubs, in the narrowest sense of the word, was some time 
since convened, confined to clubs of over 300 members, for 
the purpose of forming a sort of chief directing power in 
all athletic questions. To the promoters of this meeting I 
wrote, pointing out that their " 300 " rule practically excluded, 
with one exception, all bicycle clubs, and suggesting that 
they should allow us, therefore, to send delegates to their 
meeting ; but I was met with the answer that they wished 
to confine their attention to athletics in, as I said above, 
the very narrowest terma After this it was a little sur- 
prising to find a definition of an amateur published which, 
while according in most respects with the Union Rules, and 
including a reservation in favour of those individuals who, 
for want of a better name, have been called "Union 
Amateurs," as regards the^a^^, expressly declined to make 
any exception to the future. The Bicycle Association 
accordingly wrote to the Amateur Athletic Association, 
calling attention to this rule, and suggesting that, as we 
do. not pretend to legislate for them, but accept their 



definition so far as the strictly "athletic" man is con- 
cerned, they should at any rate treat us with a similar 
amount of courtesy, and admit as amateurs all bicyclists 
whom we included in that term. Accordingly, at 
a recent meeting of the Amateur Athletic Association, 
it was proposed and seconded, but lost by a large majority, 
that some such provision should be made. In the mean- 
time, however, the Bicycle Union Council has passed a 
resolution, which has all the effect of a rule, "That, in 
future, no prize be offered to either competitor in an ama- 
teur-professional match ; " a decision which, I think, will 
commend itself to the common sense of all our members, 
but it has this curious result — our definition, coupled with 
the resolution, produces a stricter rule than the definition 
which the new organisation has refused to alter. 

We allow no man riding in public, against a professional, 
without the sanction of the Bicycle Union, to retain his 
amateur status, and as we have given up prizes, we may 
add that any man who races a professional for a prize is 
ipso facto excluded. The Amateur Athletic Association, 
on the other hand, while excluding the man who rides for 
a prize in any event, will accept, under their rules, the 
entry of a man as an amateur who, by RiDiNa against a 
professional in public without sanction has forfeited his 
bicycling amateur status. 

I call attention to this point lest anyone should suppose, 
as has been so often suggested, that the Union is opening 
the way too widely to break down the dividing line between 
the two classes. Theo. Godlbb. 
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ATHLETICS. 

Of conrse everyone reads the Gazette, and so everyone 
has read the article on this subject, bnt I should think 
many must have been struck, as I was, with the total ab- 
sence of any reference to our own particular " branch " of 
athletics, for, the Bicycle Union and all else to the con- 
trary notwithstancfmg, of athletics as described in that 
article we are a. branch. I therefore take the liberty of 
oflFering a few observations on the subject, which seem to 
me almost necessary to connect the article with ourselves. 

We, or the majority of us, are of the town class, and that 
is therefore the one I have chiefly to allude to, as in the 
case of most of us, if a man was '* so passionately devoted 
to" bicycling "as to be willing to give up everything else for 
it," he would probably find stem necessity staring him in 
the face, and his natural and lawful business engagements 
preventing his deed from following where his taill might 
lead. 

The author of the article selects from University oarsmen 
the names of several as a proof that rowing has not inter- 
fered with their success ; and here I must admit that we 
are at a disadvantage, owing to our extreme youth as a 
sport, and to quote our solitary statesman Lord Sher- 
brooke, will not, I fear, help our case much, but at any 
rate we have no evidence whatever against us on the point. 

I should claim, however, that a very large portion of the 
observations which are contained in the article with special 
reference to rowing may fairly be applied to bicycling ; for 
admitting that " the river is a school for endurance which 
cannot be surpassed," we may at least venture to assert 
that it has a formidable rival in the "road," and that the 
discomforts of training in an English spring are, to a large 
extent, shared by the hypothetical man who trains for our 
. Bath Trials for months beforehand. 

Adapting, then, the lessons of the article to ourselves, 
we are bound carefully to consider how far we are placing 
ourselves in the position of the typical townsman, and 
subjecting ourselves to the consequences. But here I may 
refer to what seems to me one of the special advantages 
we possess. We are able to suit the amount of exertion 
to our powers of endurance in so very easy a gradation 
that the risk of injury is vastly reduced. The man who 
has had no exercise recently can take a quiet, jog-trot 
ramble for a few miles, and leave to the more active man, 
who is on his machine every day, the violent exertion of a 
hundred miles spin, or a steady thirty or forty miles at 
twelve miles an hour, and so on ; and the only thing is to 
bear in mind the sound advice contained in the article, and 
not start oflF for the latter when the former is all that we 
are able for. Another merit, which is indirectly demon- 
strated, is the fact that men of all ages can take to a sport 
which has so much variety in itself. Our own Club has 
plenty of specimens of " the man in his senses over thirty," 
while we are not surprised to find, from time to time, at 



our Meets the "growing lads of fifteen;" and though, 
no doubt, there are persons to whom "doctor's orders" 
prohibit the use of the bicycle, it must be admitted that 
they are few and far between. 

The last paragrjq)h of the article is so peculiarly appli- 
cable to bicyclists that I shall offer no comment upon it ; 
for what is now more common than the Bank-holiday rush, 
or the steady grind for one's holidays, which is there 
referred to. While, therefore, as I said at the beginning, 
bicycling is not specifically mentioned, it seems to be most 
distinctly in point; and I would particularly call the 
attention of our members to that part of the article, if 
they do not feel inclined to peruse the whole of it 

These observations are, I fear, very rough and imperfect, 
but my object is rather to call attention to the relation 
which our own sport bears to the subject treated of by 
that other author, and if I only succeed in calling the 
attention of one or two of your readers to the specific 
points I have alluded to, I shall feel these lines have not 
been wholly in vain. Gobthb. 



GENERAL MEET AT HARROW. 

The weather on Saturday was simply perfect, and those 
who reached Harrow were rewarded by a splendid view from 
the churchyard. The numbers, though not very large, may 
be considered very fair for the time of year. The moon for 
once came to order, and the return journey was accom- 
plished with its assistance. The arrangements at the 
" King's Head " were generally approved ; and, in spite of 
prophecies to the contrary, charges proved very moderate. 
Altogether the meet was voted a great success, and one of 
the joUiest on record. 

The N.E., two in number, left the Lea Bridge Road 
within five minutes of time, and were promptly joined by 
T. Child at Clapton Common. The number may sound 
small, but I speak with confidence when I say it is nearly 
two years since three N.E. men at once rode to " Jack 
Straw's " for a general meet. The route was the usual 
one, all parties dismounting, owing to the Captain's lazi- 
ness, for Crouch End Hill, and one for Highgate. Here 
the Captain, being suddenly seized with an idea that time 
was up, spurted on to the Heath, where four N. W. men were 
waiting, and after the arrival of the remaining North-Easters 
a quiet start was made for our destination, at about 4.45. 
The route by Black Pot, where W. J. Williams joined the 
party, and so on by Kenton and Kingsbury, was followed 
without particular incident up to Harrow itself. Here the 
new road was taken, the Captain and District Captain 
asserting they were not going to ride up, as did everyone 
else ; but Hill having pushed on in front, where he was 
followed by Anderson and Williams, the first named official 
hardly liked to let them go alone, and the four accordingly 
rode up into Harrow, and so to the " King's Head ;" the 
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District Captain and the Northern Guide remounted in the 
middle, and rode the latter part ; the machines were 
scarcely stored when the other Districts began to arrive in 
ones and twos from the opposite direction. 

Sixteen riders, made up of Barker, W. Johns, and A. 0. 
Tylor (all of whom had ridden from Croydon) and S. P. 
Smith of the S.E., Andreac and Jennings of the S.W., the 
Brothers Gibbs of the N.E., Law, A. L. Radford, and the 
Brothers Thorn of the W., with several others, chiefly 
Western members, mustered at the " Coach and Horses," 
Eew Green, and started at about 450. Crossing Eew 
Bridge, and turning right, then left into Acton Lane, and 
again left past Baron Rothschild's, a complication arose. 
The ingredients were — Ist, a road freely strewn with stones; 
2nd, a brougham, with a deaf coachman, going in the same 
direction ; 3rd, a 'cyclist coming round a corner without 
bell or other warning, and running into the ruck crosswise. 
The result was a heap up of some four or five machines and 
riders, who luckily extricated themselves without serious 
damage. A westward course was then kept for about a 
mile ; then, as certain restless spirits expressed longings for 
one taste of the Uxbridge road macadam, the second turn- 
ing was taken, which proved to be a third-class lane, cut up 
by sewer works, and leading to Ealing. At Hanwell the 
party turned to right down Cuckoo Lane. At the next 
turning at the foot of the hill, Thorn (who had been 
detained by the scrimmage) «was seen coming across the 
course just in advance. A challenge brought on a rush, 
and a warmer pace. The '' Right division," now leading, 
turned sharp up a lane to the right, which avoids the rough 
uphill towards Greenford and bends into the Harrow road 
just beyond that place. Harrow Hill was understood to 
have been ridden by a number of men. 

I am sorry I cannot say who they were, but the natural 
and lawful leaders of the party not being present, the 
details are lost, and Barker's name is the only one wliich 
reaches certainty. This hurried arrival will account for 
the fact I mentioned just now, that the party did not arrive 
consecutively. 

An adjournment was then made to the churchyard for the 
view by most men, though a few preferred a more select 
visit a little later, while the majority patiently wished for 
their tea. This, to which twenty-eight men sat down, was 
capitally provided on a table arranged on the lawn behind 
the " King's Head," with a charming view as we sat at 
table, though it did become a trifle cold after the sun was 
down. Then followed paying and pipes, and the hour for 
departure arrived. Some N.E., N.W., and S.E. men re- 
turned by Eenton and Kingsbury, and the i)arty gradually 
diminished, till the three N.E. and two S.K men alone 
reached West Green, and here the Captain left for 
Walthamstow. The most serious event of the journey was 
a sudden stick to Stephen Smith's hind wheel, which 
necessitated about a quarter of an hour's wait. In the 



Kenton lanes an authoritative voice warned us to go single 
file, and we found a policeman ordering the trafiic, which 
consisted of one cart and eight or nine bicycles, as carefully 
as if it was in Cheapside. 

One party, consisting of Andre®, G. H. Gibbs, W. R. K. 
Gibbs, and Jennings, rode by Greenford, Norwood Green, 
and Heston, separating at the Bath Road, Hounslow. Their 
only sensation occurred near Norwood Green. This was the 
collapse of a machine from the screw above the bearings, 
and through the fork having carried away — of course 
involving a spill. But a search "aux lanternes" discovered 
the fugitive screw, and all damages were repaired. The 
rest variously pursued their homeward or outward journey. 
Present at Harrow : 
N.R—G. H. Gibbs, W. R. Gibbs, T. Child, R. M. Long, 

and Theo. Godlee. 
N. fT.— Alison, Anderson, Bamett, W. T. Hill, W. J. 

Williams, and N. B. Morris, District Captain. 
TT.— Law, Thorn, 0. Thorn, A. L. Radford, Jahn, Lang- 

more, Naylor, Kent, Scott, and a visitor. 
iS.JE— S. P. Smith, Barker, W. Johns, A. 0. Tylor, and 

C. Dicker. 
8, W. — ^Andrea) and Jennings, 

Theo. Godlee, Captain. 



PERSONAL. 
I shall be leaving town for a short time next week, and 
there may, therefore, be some slight delay in replies to any 
letters sent me, but they will all be attended to in the 
course of two or three posts, and I hope it will not deter 
any member from sending in his subscription if he has not 
done 80. Theo. Godlee, Captain. 



SURREY BICYCLE CLUB. 
Reigatb Hill Trial. 

As it is the wish of the Committee of the above, if 
numbers permit, to arrange special terms and train with the 
Railway Company, competitors and others intending to 
proceed with their bicycles by rail will oblige by informing 
me not later than the 25th inst., of their intention to do 
so, so that the Committee may be in a position to state 
probable numbers. 

The train that appears most suitable is that leaving 
London Bridge Station at 2.17 p.m., due at Reigate at 3.20, 
but if a special train was granted, it would possibly run 
down in less time. 

I regret to say that owing to the number of competitors, 
I cannot reply to inquiries until after the entries have 
closed. 

Geo. R. Harding, Hon. Sec, R.H.T. Committee. 

Claremont Villa, St. George's Road, Wimbledon. 
August Idth, 1880. 
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FIXTUEES FOR CLUB MEETS. 



Date. 



N.B. 



N.W. 



W. 



S.W. 



S.E. 
Croydon Divisioii. 



S.E. 
BlAokheath Dirisioii 



8.80 Lea Bridge 
Boad, 8.45 Sy- 
bom's Comer for 
Epping. Meet 



8.45 ''Jack Straw's 
Oastle*' for Ep- 
ping. MeetN.K 



8.45 Eew Green 
for Ookham. Meet 
S.W. 



4.15''Griffin,''Eing- 
ston, for OckhajD. 
MeetW. 



4.45 foot of Wert 

Wickham Hill. 

Fi^)erchaae. 



4.45 foot of Wert 

Wickham Hill. 

Paperchaee, 



8.80 Lea Bridge 
Boad, 8.45 Sy- 
bom*s Comer, for 
Abridge. 



8.45 *« Jack StraVe 
Gartle," for Iyer. 
Meet S.W. 



8.45, Hammersndth 
Bridge, S. Side, for 
Walton-on-the- 
Hill. 



4.80,CroMBd.N.S., 
oomerofHanworth 
Park^orIver.Mert 
N.W. 



4.10 Central Croy- 
don Station for 
East Grinrtead. 



4.0. 'Haxe ft Billet' 
f or FuninghanL 



S.E. DiSTEicT.— NonoB. 
The two divisions of this district will meet at the foot 
of West Wickham Hill at 4.45 p.m., on Saturday next, 
for the paper chase, and not at the usual meeting places. 
The hares, Wjmdham and Barker, will start punctually, 
and tea will probably be had at the "Clayton Arms," 
Oodstone, with a prospect of some music afterwards, as 
there is a piano, and Willie Johns will be present. 

F. M. WHiLIahs, District Captain. 

SURBITON RUNNING GROUNDS. 

The Gonnaught Rangers Bicycle Club held a meeting at 
the above Grounds on Saturday last, but who they are, or 
aught about them, no one seems to know. As far as could 
be made out, the Club consists of only one member, who 
holds all the posts rolled into one. At the time for starting 
no one appeared, and about an hour afterwards Mr. Huxley 
turned up and said there was no handicap made, no pro- 
grammes, and no band ; and so, as several members nad 
entered, and were on the ground, H, L. Cortis and G. P. 
Coleman were deputed by the rest to frame a Mile and 
Five Miles Handicap. Both produced some excellent 
racing. The final heat of the Mile Handicap resulted as 
follows : — J. H. Wike, Clapham Rovers B.C., 145 yards 
start, 1 ; J. P. Griffith, Surrey B.C., 30 yards, 2 ; J. R. 
Hamilton, Druids B.C., 45 yards, 3 ; S. Kemp, Pickwick 
B.C., 45 yards, 4. Wike got the lead at the end of the 
second lap, l^e others coming up fast together ; Griffith, 
making a grand spurt in the last lap, could not catch 
Wike who won by four yards, Hamilton a foot behind for 
third, and Kemp close up. Time, 2 min. 47 sec. 
Five Miles Handicap. 

G. S. Phillips, Centaur B.C., 600 yards start, 1 ; S. Kemp, 
Pickwick B.C., 90 yards, 2 ; G. L. Hillier, Stanley B.C., 
100 yards, 3; J. R. Hamilton, Druids B.C., scratch, 4. 
Phillips secured the lead at two miles, and remained there 
till the finish, the others gradually closing up, but could 
not quite manage it, Phillips winnmg by ten yards, a foot 
between second and third, and the same distance between 
third and fourth. 

Ten Miles Scratch Race. 

H. L. Cortis, Wanderers B.C., first; J. F. Griffith, 
Surrey B.C., second. This race was very interesting, as 
Cortis declared before starting that he intended to beat the 
record for ten miles amateur, 30 min. 45 sec. made by East 
last year at Cambridge, also to beat Cooper's, at the same 
place this year, 30 min. 6 J sec. A strong N.N.E. wind 



was blowing right across the ground, and things looked 
anything but like his beating even time, but the result 
clearly snows it was done, and a something to spare. Mr. 
G. W. Atkinson, Sporiina Life, and Mr. 6. P. Coleman, 
Bicycle Union, were askedf by Cortis to come and time him, 
so that there should be no mistake, and both watches at 
the finish marked exactly the same, 29 min. 54} sec., a 
truly wonderful performance. Kemp, Hillier, and Pritchard 
were kind enough to make the pace for the Champion, 
which helped him along considerably, and Griffith, who 
rode on to 5f miles, came on again in the last mile to give 
Cortis a lead round. Cortis, we believe, was not very much 
done after his good performance, but was very well pleased, 
and declares, on Thursday week, when he is at the same 
ground going to try and do the twenty miles in the hour, 
that he will accomplish this feat. We wish him every 
success, and hope he will do so. We must mention Griffith's 
riding as very good indeed, as he comnleted five miles in 
the good time of 14 min. 53 sec, and then, going three 
laps more, cried off. Following are the times for each mile : 

Previous zeoord. 

1 mUe 8 min. 2} Bee. 2 min. 46} see. 

2 miles 6 min. 1} sec. 5 min. 36$ see. 

8 „ 8 min. 69 sec 8 min. 54} sec. 

4 „ 11 min. 67 sec. 11 min. 6l| sec 

6 „ 14 min. 62} sea 14 min. 89} sea 

6 „ 17min.63}8ea 18 min. 4 sea 

7 „ 20 min. 62 sea 21 min. 7 sea 

8 „ 23 min. 67 sec 24 min. 40 sea 

9 „ 26 min. 69} sea 27 min. 46 sea 

10 „ 29 min. 45^ sea 80 min. 46 sec. 

The last lap was done in 43f sec. Cortis now holds the 
records from three to ten miles inclusive. 



FOUND. 
As a gentleman was passing through Dorking on his 
bicycle on Monday afternoon, August 16th, he was seen to 
drop a bunch of keys from his pocket when taking his hand* 
kerchief out. He can have the same by applying to Mrs. 
Davers, No. 2, Hi^h Street, Dorking, who tried to make 
the loss known to him, but he was soon in the far distance, 
unconscious of his lose. Doubtless, ere this, he has been 
put to a great deal of inconvenience. 

ROBEBT J. WiLLMOTT. 

Westcott, Dorking, August 17th, 1880. 

Twenty-three English bicvclists have been visiting Calais. 
They betted that they would reach Boulogne 20 minutes 
sooner than a steamer starting at the same time. The 
steamer, however, won by a quarter of an hour. 
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STRAY NOTES. 

Net cost, £14 14s., sum realised, 16s., is the melancholy 
return as re^rds the " Whip's Cross * Sparrow' " I spoke of a 
few weeks since. How times change ! He was the least 
overworked of the stable, and the oest thing of his day, 
which was some days since. 

The most unkindest cut of all is that the 16s. above- 
mentioned and 3d. has been invested, absit omen, in a 
lavm-tenni$ racquet. 

It was the fault of the Editor's fag that 0. Thorn was put 
in as riding on the 14th instead of ms brother; but the two 
district representatives, he says, were a little mixed on the 
point. 

The artist who illustrates the front page in The Graphic 
this week is well up in the evolution of flie wheel anywajr. 
He traces with scientific fidelity its progress from the semi- 
amorphous Hobby — the larva, as it were, of the bicycle — 
exhibits it in its pupa condition, as the now obsolete Bone- 
shaker of ten years back — and so prepares the reader for 
his accurate sketch of the modern bicycle in its butterfly or 
perfect form. 

The energy of the Alexandra Palace people, who advertise 
over a dozen race meetings yet to come on on their grounds 
in the north of London, has bustled the Giy^stal Palace 
fogies considerably. Not content with promising a Race 
Track, they have now actually commenced to make it in 
hot haste, and there is a good chance of its being available 
before the end of the summer. 

Our Editor rather cornered me a day or two ago, when, 
having entered the literary man's sanctum, I ventured to 
chaff nim mildly upon the taste for padding he seems of late 
to have acquired. "Very good," sajrs he ; "send in that M.S. 
you are always promising ; when we get the yarn of your 
ride over the Matterhom, scissors and paste pot shall be 
pitched out of window, I promise you." 

Our Captain is coming down to the S.E. paper-chase on 
Saturday, to do duty as whipper-in. 

Our Welsh party has returned, after a lively time among 
the crags and peaks. Those who had the good luck to see 
ihe S.E. Col. bisecting himself longitudinally along the 
knife edge crest of one of Snowdon's precipitous crybs 
speak so highly of the situation that his own absence will 
always remain a source of regret to L'homme qui bit. 



BYE-LAWS. 
We extract the following from the Birmingham Daily 
Post: 

BICYCLE BIDING. 
To the EdUor of ike " DaUy Poet:' 
Sir, — In your answoTB to correspondents in the Post of yesterday 

rm informed one that in the borough bicycles have not to carry lamps, 
think it right to ask you to point out that in the county of Worcester 
all bicycles have to carry lamps between suiviet and sunrise. I may 
further add that from complaints of the reckless driving of bicycles the 
county police have instructions, and are speciaUy on tiie look out for 
offenders, and particularly in the Moseley Wake Green district. — Tours 
faithfully, Hbnbt D. Cbomftok, Clerk to the Board. 

King's Norton Board of Surveyors, 85, Cannon Street, 
August 19, 1880. 



OLD WORLD HAUNTS. 

NO. V. — "a vert mkerib whkrrt-fbrby voyage." 

Amongst the forgotten minor poets of the end of the 
sixteenth and beginning of the seventeenth century whose 
feeble light hajs been all bat extinguished by the very lapse 
of years which has served to enhance the brightness of 
their great contemporary, we find the name of Jonn Taylor, 
whose works may still be found resting in dusty oblivion 
on the back shelves of old libraries. The student of a period 
so rich in stirring events will do well to glance through 
the pages ; he will find much to interest him, allusions to 
the men of the dav, and to passing events, trivial at the 
time, but, read by the light of history, foreshadowing greater 
things, small links in the great chain which it is so pleasant 
to piece together. The lover of the '' curiosities of litera- 
ture " may gratify his taste in the quaint title pages and 
headings, and pompous dedications ascribing in pedantic 
terms (pedantry was then a royal, and consequently 
fashionable failing) more than mortal virtues to very 
ordinary mortals. Curious woodcuts are interspered 
through the text, to which an air of puzzling antiquity is 
imparted by the transposition of I's and J's, U's and V's. 
Taylor was by profession a waterman. He had more than 
a smattering of education both classical and general as his 
works testify, and su{>plied any deficiency by making good 
use of the opportunities of observing life and character 
which his daily work aflForded. In the early days of the 
seventeenth century, the watermen of London were a 
numerous and important body. It must have been a 
pleasant thing to float down the Thames, then the chief 
thoroughfare of London, whose houses with their quaint 
gables and twisted chimneys lined its banks in picturesque 
irregularity. The Gothic tower of Old St. Paul's formed 
a striking feature in the view, which was closed below by 
the time-and-tide-worn old bridge with its street of houses 
overhanging its narrow arches. The waterman of that day 
came in contact with men of every grade and rank, then 
more definitely marked, by dress or otherwise, than now. 
At one time, with some silken courtier as his fare, he 
hastens to join the procession of boats following in the 
wake of the royal barge, which, bearing King James to his 
palace at Greenwich, sweeps proudly along in gilded pomp, 
the clear water reflecting the colours of tiie flags and the 
court ladies' gay dresses. The Stuart Kings loved these 
river progresses. We all know the beautiful picture of 
Charles I. at Hampton Court. At another time it is the 
lawyer that has to be rowed to Westminster ; but what 
afforded the greatest profit to the watermen, was the con- 
course of people who resorted to the different theatres on the 
Southwarlc shore, for Taylor states — " I have known three 
companies besides the beare-bayting at once ; to wit, the 
Globe, the Rose, and the Swan." Unfortunately for them 
the players withdrew to the Middlesex side, and we next 
find the watermen petitioning the King to compel the 
players to play on the Southwark shore again. This curious 
petition and its results are embodied in Taylor's works. 

Evening on the Thames had its pleasures, for then, when 
work was done, the citizens formed merry boating parties, 
and the sound of tinkling guitars came over the rippling 
water, pleasantly blended with light-hearted laughter. 
Then at night too, when the shadows had settled darkly on 
the terraced gardens of the riverside houses, the waterman 
might be found earning his money in more questionable 
ways. Here lying on the oars by some gloomy water-gate, 
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awaiting the low whistle or other signal, to dart out and 
assist his employer, perhaps a dissolute noble, in carrying 
off some fair city dame, or convejring the Powder-plotters 
to their rendezvous in Lambeth, or it is some intriguing 
courtier whose ambitious plans have failed, who empIo3r8 a 
waterman to put him on board a ship lying ready for sea in 
the stream. So, with the education he already possessed 
and that which he picked up, John Taylor presented 
himself to the world as a poet. The "Water-poet" he 
loved to be styled, and he certainly deserves that name, as 
several of his works are in praise of things aquatic, and 
many of his similes are drawn from river life. In wading 
through his works," which are in places somewhat obscure, 
as all wit and humour is apt to become when the point is 
lost, the reader will come upon a piece entitled *' A Very 
Merrie Wherrie-Ferry Voyage " (Taylor loves these jingling 
rhyming titles) which is wonderfully quaint and amusing, 
being the log of a cruise in a wherry from London to York, 
as the second title, " Yorke for my Money," implies. We 
are accustomed to think that cruising in boats for the mere 
pleasure and excitement is the peculiarity of this athletic 
age ; but we find Taylor undertaking cruises of this nature, 
as he followed one river to its source, transported his boat 
by cart to other waters, and so visited several rivers in suc- 
cession. Indeed, he was in advance of his a^e, and would 
have revelled in the novelties in boat-building which are 
continually appearing on the Thames. He at one time 
tried his hand at experiments, and not the least amusing of 
his writings is the rn3aning description of his voyage down 
the Thames in a boat he had constructed of paper, in com- 
pany with one 

" Boger Bird by name, 
A man whom Fortune neyer yet conld tame.** 

Their novel boat soon became soaked through, and the 
bottom, to quote his own decidedly forcible words, 

<<AU to pieces feU, 
And left our boat as bottomlesse as HeU." 

The adventure might have ended badly had he not 

"thought fit 
To put in use a stratagem of wit, 
Which was eight buUocks' bladders we had bought 
Puft stifly fuU with wind, bound fast and taut." 

This "stratagem of wit" is being resorted to by boating 
men of to-day who wish to increase the floating power of 
their boats. 

But to return to the "Very Merrie Wherrie Ferry 
Voyage." He begins by describing the " adventurous 
bonny barke " which was to carry him. She seems to have 
been the wherry in which he plied his ordinary avocation 
on the Thames, but, 

'' Somewhat old and strucke in age, 
That had endur'd neere four yeeres' Pilgrimage. 
So I with Colours finely did repaire 
My Boat's defaults, and made her fresh and faire.** 

He began his voyage unwisely with 

« many farewela, cups and ghisses," 
but adds, in parenthesis, 

{** Which oftentimes hath made men worse than asses.'*) 

The adventurers were a couple of days in getting clear 
of the Thames, and each day is begun in orthodox classical 
style, of which the following is a good specimen : — 

" Bright Lucifer the Messenger of Day, 
His bumisht twinkling splendour did display. 
Bose-cheeked Aurora hid her blushing face, 
And spying Phoebus comming gave him place 
While Zephirus and Auster, mbred together, 
Breathed gently, as foreboding pleasant weather." 



Fancy a nineteenth-century oarsman heralding theaccount 
of his day's doings with such a preface. Groping their way 
through the shallows they merge into the open sea :— 

** And holding of our Maine-sheate in my hand.** 

Sensible fellow, for shortly afterwards, 

"We did espy a cole-blacke doud to rise, 
Fore-runner of some Tempest from the sides : 
Scarce had we savl'd a hundred times our length, 
But that the winde began to gather strei^gfth : 
Stiffe EoliiB with Neptune went to cuffes : 
With huffes and pnffes, and angry oounter-buffes, 
From boysterous gusts, they fell to fearful flawes, 
Whilst me, 'twixt wind and water, near Death's jaws, 
Tost like a oorke upon the mountain maine, 
Up with a whisse and straightway down againe, 
At which we in our mindes much troubled were, 
And said, * Ood blets us all, what weather's here/* '* 

At last, to the great joy of the crew, the sauall, which 
had put them in great danger, ceased, and " tne weather 
'gan to smile." Taylor was not ungrateful for his preserva- 
tion, for he exclaims : — 

*'But leaving jestiag, thankes to Gk)d I give, 
'Twas through His mercy we did *scape and live ; 
And though these things with mirth I doe expresses 
Yet stiU I think on God with thankfulnesse.** 

The sun sets clasically upon the calm which succeeds 
the storm, and as 

** Did illustrious Titan 'gin to steepe. 
His chariot in the Westeme Ocean deepe," 

they arrive at Harwich, 

''Where I did finde an hostesse with a tongue 
As nimble as it were on gimnols hung. 
*TwiU never tgre, though it continual toyl'd, 
And went as yare * as if it had bin oyPd.*' 

It would be well to be able to look on the infliction as 
philosophically as did Taylor, for he considers the fault 

'* So firmly grafted in the sexe, 
That he's an asse that seems at it to vexe." 

Escaping from their garrulous hostess, the voyagers were 
favoured with calm and pleasant weather, arrival at the 
town of Yarmouth, 

" Our third daye's traveU being Saturday." 

Sunday was a day of rest, and Taylor and his friends 
duly proceeded to church, where 

" We a learned sermon had. 
Taught to oonfizme the good, reforme the bad." 

Thus spiritually fortified and provided with provisions by 
the host, 

(" A mariner nam'd William Richardson,") 

they put to sea once more, and rowed swiftly past severa 
" sea-bordering towns," whilst all around was calm. How- 
ever, towards evening the wind got up and finallv increased 
so much that they were obligSi to land, which they did 
not effect without some difficulty, at Cromer. Better to 
have remained at sea, for they 

** In shunning Scylla, on Oaribdis fell.*' 

A most amusing adventure ensues. The peaceful 
inhabitants of Cromer, seeing a boat manned by strangers 
land upon their beach, instantly jumped at the conclusion 
that they must be pirates ; 

'' Some said theeves, 
And what the women sayes, the men beleeves." 

Four valiant constables, whom Taylor holds up by name to 
ridicule, as " Four sons of ignorance " (or, much more dark), 

* Taxe, i.e., gliUy, nimbly. 
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see an opportunity to distinguish themselves in the eyes of 
their fellow-townsmen, by mounting guard over the would- 
be invaders and the boat that brou^t them. They were 
not alone in their self-imposed task, for 

" Straightway forty men with ruaty biUs, 
Some arm'd in ale, aU of approved skillB," 

supplemented the worthy constables in their laudable inten- 
tion of guarding 

" The towne from dangerous events ; 
And ihns my boat, myself, and aU my men, 
Were stoutly guarded, and regarded then." 

In vain they complained of this inhospitable treatment. 

Taylor's indignant protestation : 

" I was John Taylor, and a waterman, 
And that my honest fellow Job and I 
Were servants to King lames his Majesty," 

produced no effect at all. 

In the meantime poor Taylor suflFered great inconvenience 
from the crowds of people who came to gaze upon him, as 
if he had been a 

" Jackanapes, baboon, or crocodile." 

Whilst this scene was enacting at the inn, one of the 
constables 

" Had horste himselfe, to beare intelligence 
To justices of peace within the land," 

and several rascals had taken the opportunity to mutilate 
the boat, from which they tore a plank, so that 

" She leak'd, we cast out water with a hat.'* 

Sir Austin Palgrave, knight, and Mr. Eobert Kemp, "men 
of justice, peace, and quorum," on the affair being brought 
before them, quickljr oecided in favour of Taylor, of whom 
they had read in his " verse and bookes," but to be quite 
certain, the poet adds, 

** I and aU my company did take 
The lawful oath of our alliance then, 
By which we were beleev'd for honest men." 

Sir Austin's kindness and hospitality made amends for all 
inconveniences, and Taylor seems to have made his peace 
with Cromer, for he thus apostrophised it on leaving : 

" So farewell, Cromer, I have spoke for thee, 
Though thou didst most unkindly deale with me." 

However, he must have his parting shot at the constables, 

** Who aU were bom when wit was out of towne. 
And therefore got but Uttle of their owne." 

The evening closed with the assistance of half the gods and 
:oddesses in the mythology, and night saw them at Blackney. 
^he passage of the Wash the following day caused them no 
small trouble : 

** The way unknowne, and we no pilot had. 
Flats, sands, and shoales, and tydes aU raging mad." 

Here thev encountered the Bore, or tidal wave, the descrip- 
tion of which is too good to be omitted : 

" Besides, the flood runs here with such great force. 
That I imagine it outrunnes a horse. 
And with a head some four foot high that rores, 
It on a sodaine swels and beats the shores. 
It tumbled us aground upon the sands 
That all that we could doe, with wit or hands, 
Gould not resist it, but we were in doubt ; 
It would have beaten our boat's bottom out. 
It hath less mercy than beare, wolfe, or tyger. 
And in those countries it is caU*d the Hyger.* 
We much were unacquainted with those fashions, 
And much it troubled us with sundry passions.", 

* Here Taylor has a Note — ** It is so caUed in Mr. Drayton's second 
Part of Polyalbion, in his treatise on Humber." 
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The name " Hyger " recalls the days when the creeks 
and inlets of our eastern shores were the rendezvous of 
piratical fleets of Scandinavians, in whose rude but grand 
mythology (Egir occupies the position of a river god. 
Doubtless those simple rovers saw in the wild rush of the 
tidal wave, a visible mark of his power. 

Visitors to the Stockholm Exhibition may, perhaps, 
remember a beautiful sculptured fountain, by MoUin, of 
which the principle figure is this (Egir, surrounded by water 
nymphs, swans, and other aquatic accompaniments. 

Taylor seems to have taken the name for granted, with- 
out inquiring into its origin. He had plenty to do in 
keeping his boat afloat : 

'' But He who made aU with His word of might, 
Brought us to Boston, where we lodg'd all night.*' 

Here the more exciting part of the voyage ends, as they 
had betaken themselves to the Witham, where 

« Taking paine, 
We need not come in sight of sea againe.*' 

Lincoln, with its cathedral, is passed, and receives a brief 
notice. The voyage, though less dangerous, became more 
laborious : 

'* From thence we past a ditch of weeds and mud, 
Which they doe (faUely) here call Forcedike Flood ; 
For I'U be sworn, no flood I could find there. 
But dirt and filth, which scarce my boat would beare. 
'Tis eight miles long, and there our pains were such, 
As all our travell did not seeme so much. 
My men did wade, and drew the boate like horses, 
And scarce could tagge her on with all our forces. 
Moyl'd, toyrd, myr'd, tyr'd, stil laboring, ever doing. 
Yet were we nine long houres that eight miles going. 
At last, when as the day was weU-nigh spent. 
We got from Forcedyke's floodless flood to Trent." 

Taylor dismisses the much- vexed question of the nomen- 
clature of the Humber (which they presently entered) in a 
single line : 

" To Humberts churlish streams our oourse was framed, 
So nam'd for drowning of a king so named." 

The Humber is unrivalled for its short, choppy seas, and 
Taylor, on emerging on its broad expanse, records that 
** There the swift ebbe tide ranne in such sort, 
The winde at easte, the waves brake thick and short. 
That in some doubts, it me began to strike. 
For in 'my life I ne'er had scene the like. 
And as against the wind we madly venter. 
The waves, like pirates, boord our boate and enter. 
But though they came in fury, and amaine, 
Like theeves we cast them overboard againe." 

Taylor's reception at Hull contrasts favourably with 
Cromer, and warming with the hospitality he receives from 
" grave justicers and aldermen," he devotes several columns 
to a description of the town, of great local interest. He 
mentions several by name who held out the hand of 
hospitality to him, and describes how 

'* At night with one who had bin shrieve I sup*d. 
WeU entertained I was, and half e weU cup'o,** 

and bow, 

" Thankes to my loving Host and Hostesse Pease, 
There at mine inne, each night I tooke mine ease ; 
And there I gat a cantle of HuU cheese." 

Hull cheese was, as Taylor puts it, "composed of two 
simples, mault and water, and cousin germane to the 
migntiest ale in England." The old King's Head still 
remains, its upper stories over-hanging the street, with 
carved oak lintels, beams and cage-work walls, unchanged 
since the guests took their ease there, and looked from the 
latticed windows on old Hull-street, where stood the 
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mansions of many a wealthy citizen and merchant 
adventurer, famous in the annals of the town. The old 
f?rey battered building looks out of place amid tall ware- 
houses and showy "chambers/* Hullnstreet, now High- 
street, is the business street of Hull The old mansions 
have fallen from their high estate : their rooms, rich in 
carved fire-places and moulded ceilings, are occupied as 
oflSces by worthy descendants of the old merchant-princes, 
men who transact weekly more business than their pre- 
decessors in years of plodding trade. Year by year the old 
features of the street are changing. Her^ — le 

building on which the hand of time has been , .«-- js 

to the demands of modem trade, whilst another loses its 
individuality in a modem facing, though the dark staircase 
and carved oak balustrade remain to tell of another age. 
As yet no hand has been raised against the old King's Heaid. 
May it long stand, a link between the past and the present. 
A past, when Hull was a voung sea-port, when the peaceful 
pursuits of trade were all but stifled amid fast succeeding 
wars and domestic strife. A present, when she has attainea 
a commercial eminence far beyond the wUdest dreams of the 
men who laid the foundation of her prosperity. 

The inhabitants of Hull in those days seem to have been 
better satisfied with the water supply than they are at 
present, though there is no mistake about the "yeerely 
rent," and Taylor records how : 

** Some ten yeeres since fresh water there was scant. 
But with much cost they have snppli'd that want ; 
By a most exient water-worke that's made, 
And to the towne in pipes it is oonvai'd, 
Wrought with most artificiall engines, and 
Performed by th' art of the indnstrions hand 
Of Mr. William Maultby, gentleman, 
So that each man of note there always can 
But tome a cocke within his house, and stiU 
They *iave fresh water alwayes at their will. 
This have they aU unto the& great content, 
For which, they each doe pay a yeerely rent.'* 

Other notices of interest follow, ihe embankments and sea 
walls, the Trinity House, etc., are mentioned. 

Taylor seems specially struck with the municipal 
government : 

** A Mayor, twelve Aldermen, one Shrieve, Recorder, 

A Towne Clarke, altogether in one order. 

And uniformity doe goveme so, 

They need not flatter friend, or f eare a foe, 

A sword, a cap of maintenance, a mace 

Great, and wdl guilt, to do the towne more grace, 

Are borne before the Maior." 

Alas ! it cannot always be said that " uniformity doe 
goveme so" in the august assen^y that now rules the 
destinies of Hull. Well pleased wuli his visit, and accom- 
panied by " Best of Townes-men to the water's side," he sets 
off receiving a sort of ovation as our modern canoeists 
sometimes fall in with in some out-of-the-way forei^ town. 
But he was further honoured, for, as he rowed mto the 
stream, 

** Bounce from the block-house, quoth a roaring gun." 

Making good use of the tide he ^ot well up the Ouse 
that night; the following day ("when Phoebus 'gan to 
smile ") he pursued his way towards York. 

" And two miles short* of Yorke I landed then, 
To see that reverend Metropolitan,t 
That watchful shepheard that with care doth keep 
Th' infemall wolfe, from Heav'n's supemaU sheepe : 
The painfuU Preacher,:!^ that most free almes-giver ; 
That though he live long, is too short a liver." 

* Bishopsthorpe. t Tobias Matthew, Archbishop of York from 1605 
to 1628. t Painfull, i.e.,.pain8taking. 



"York's faire City '* was the goal of this adventurous voyage, 
and there Taylor disposed of his boat, making bis way hwck 
to London by land, where 

'' Friends and neighbours, all with loving heiffts^ 
Did welcome me with pottles, pintes, and quarts, 
Which made mj muse more gUb, and blythe to tell 
This stoiy of mj voyage. So farewelL" 

These few extracts, in which the original orthography is 
preserved (for those were the happy dajrs when spelling 
bees were not) in all its quaintness, will give a fair idea of 
Taylor's style, which though never aiming very high y|t is 
pleasing enough. Should any of our r^ers be inclmed 
to pursue their researches into his works, which embrace a 
great variety of subjects, history, satire, accounts of sea 
fights, court festivities, etc., they can do so, as there is a 
reprint of them published, which though lacking the charm 
of the original editions, yet is more easily obtained. 

Taylor seems to have relapsed into uie somewhat un- 
poetical occupation of an innkeeper, but possibly his inn 
stood on the nanks of the silver Thames, where he could 
always look upon scenes of his active life as a waterman, 
from which so many of his inspirations were drawn, and 
where, doubtless, our modem cruisers, had cruising then 
been in fashion, would have been welcomed with " Pottles, 

Eintes, and quarts " by the man who anticipated the ace in 
is love for aquatic pursuits, and in the qualities of pluck 
and endurance which enabled him to bring to so successful 
a conclusion his 

«* Very Merrie Wherry-Ferry Voyage." 



To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 
Sm, — I lost a valuable pencil-case on the day of the Ewell 
Meet. I may have lent it to some one and they may have 
forgotten of whom they borrowed it. I should much like it 
back, as it was a present to me twelve years ago. — ^Yours 
truly, A. Koch. 

Notice. — Owing to accidental delay in the revision of 
" Proof" the week before last, a few errors in the Article 
** A Chapter of Accidents " occurred, much to our regret ; 
e,g.,iox "living cabin" read "little cabin;" for "a fine 
parcel of chick ' read " a fine parcel of duck," etc. The 
Article shall be reprinted at the end of the year, and a 
correct version substituted for the faulty one when the 
Oazbties for 1880 are bound.pp. 

ANSWER3 TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
To C. R. H. — We hope to obtain a continuation of 
" Eukladia," which appeared last year : and its author has 

i)romised to do something for us as soon as he obtains 
ee'zure. 
SoupsQUARRS, JuNlOE.— Received with thanks. 
Ifiis. — Regret we cannot insert your communication. 

NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
All contribtttions most be addressed to " The Editor, L.B.C. Gazette, 
85, Eastcheap, E.C.," and mtist bear the name of the author, thon^^ not 
necessarily for insertion. They mnst be written on one side of the 
paper only, and,il xmme«^iate insertion is desired, mnst be received not 
later than Wednesday morning. Messrs. Darling supply portfoUos in 
which unbound copies of the Qazbttb may be kept ; cost is 2a, ; stamped 
on outside with the Club badge. There are stUl a few covers for 1878, 
and members can be supplied with back numbers of the Gazette at the 
cost of Id. each. 
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READERS, WRITERS, AND EDITORS. 

The pros and cons as regards the use of a nom de plume 
are interesting to the readers and writers connected with 
a serial publication. Occasions are constantly occurring 
when a topic requires to be broached, an error perchance 
to be indicated for the public good, or an unjust impression 
to be corrected. At such times a few words well put 
together may be invaluable, but who among us would 
venture to utt^r them were it needful that the writer 
should in all cases append his name for publication ? Under 
the shield of iEtnonynrity he may tender wholesome advice 
that he could not utter in propria persona save at the risk 
of being thought guilty of gross presumption. Like the 
fabled prince, he may boldly engage with the giants Error 
or Injustice, safe from their clubs beneath the cloak which 
renders him invisible. 

So much for the fair side of the picture. Its reverse 
exhibits a less pleasing aspect, and displays the anonymous 
writer as one who would secretly stab the adversary whom 
he dares not engage in open field. Correspondence inspired 
by such motives it is the responsible task of an Editor to 
exclude from his columns. And herein lies his most onerous 
duty. Being a fallible mortal, he can but strive to do his best 
in this matter, and if he realise fairly his responsibilities 
cannot but be anxious as to the results of his decisions. It 
is doubtless true that by consultation with others he may at 
times remove the burden from his own shoulders, but the 
chance of so doing is not always afforded, and, moreover, 
he must in honour preserve the secrecy with which the 



writer has seen fit to surround himself, and the key to which 
has been placed perhaps in his hands alone. 

The complete Editor should be omniscient; keen to 
discern motives, to read between the lines, and to analyse 
his correspondents; the happy possessor of firmness and 
tact ; of incorruptible honour and honesty ; proof against 
the temptation constantly assailing him to unite with his 
friends in attacking his and their joint opponents ; and 
holding the scales of justice with impartial hand. 

Such is the ideal being whom we should all delight to 
honour could we find him and induce him to take our pages 
under his care. In some future millennial age he may 
perchance appear ; now, in these dark days, we have to 
rest content with some commonplace mortal who can but 
grope his way with what light he can obtain towards truth 
aud knowledge. 

BETTING AT ATHLETIC SPORTS. 
(From the Globe.) 
We welcome with all possible satisfaction the first sign 
of a coming police crusade against that growing scandal — 
betting at athletic sports. It has been our duty to draw 
attention to this evil on several occasions, in the hope of 
causing its extirpation before it assumed the character of a 
"vested interest." It affords us, therefore, great satisfac- 
tion to see that the Hey wood magistrates have just inflicted 
a heavy fine — £25 and costs— on the proprietors of a local 
running-ground for " knowingly permitting gaming at their 
annual athletic sports." The evidence left no doubt that 



Digitized by 



Ljoogle 



194 



LONDON BICYCLE CLUB GAZETTE. 



the illegal pmctice had been extensively carried on, the 
enclosure being full of low bookmakeis offering odds in 
their customary manner. Bets were made quite publicly, 
tickets being usually given by the bookmakers entitling 
their holders to certain specified sums in the event of the 
athlete betted on coming in first. The counsel for the de- 
fence was constrained to confess that " there might have 
been betting/' but he contended that his clients had done 
all in their power to prevent the nuisance by employing 
several men to order bookmakers off the ground. As notice 
of appeal has been given, it would be unfair to prejudice 
this particular case one way or the other. But it is open 
to us to comment upon the erroneous conception of the law 
too commonly entertained by the proprietors of such 
grounds. They seem to imagine that by posting up a few 
placards forbidding betting, and by giving general orders to 
their employ^ to suppress the practice, they relieve them- 
selves of all further responsibility in the matter. This is a 
mistake ; the law holds them strictly answerable that 
''gaming" does not take place, and if they elect to be 
wilfully blind to its occurrence, that is their own look-out. 
There are several athletic grounds within a ten miles' 
radius of St Paul's, where all but the proprietors are only 
too well aware of the existence of wholesale betting. Indeed, 
the fraternity who make a living by the business take little 
trouble to conceal their avocation. As for the placards, 
they laugh at such an absurd device ; while, whenever they 
are ordered off the ground — a rather rare eccurrence — ^they 
are pretty sure to come back again within half an hour or 
so. When such doings as these are patent to the whole 
world, when it is well-known in athletic circles that grave 
scandab are constantly happening through the influence of 
betting, it does seem extraordinary that the only people 
who remain in ignorance are the proprietors and managers 
of the grounds. We cannot but believe that if they kept 
their eyes open they would see as much as other people. 



NOTICE.— WOODBURT-TYPES, 
On Thursday, September 9th, at 5.80 p.m., the Editor 
will be pleased to get assistance from a few members at 
35, Eastcheap, in order to stick the above in the Gazbite» 
A reply will oblige. 

THE LONDON TRICYCLE CLUB. 
The Captain and one member of the London Tricycle 
dub have just returned from a tour in the south of 
England. The tour occupied nine days, during which time 
they rode a distance of 355 miles. The places visited 
included Bedhill, Crawley, Horsham, Petworth, Chichester, 
Bognor, Littlehampton, Worthing, Brighton, Lewes, East- 
bourne, Hastings, Winchester, Rye^ Bomney, Hythe> 
Folkestone, Dover, Deal, Sandwich, Canterbury, Ramsgate, 
Charing, Bobertsbridge, Uckfield; Burwash, and Newhaven, 
The roads were, as a rule, very dusty and loose. 



SATURDAY RUNS. 

N.E. DiSTBIOT. 

Owing to the mvitation from the N.W. District Captain, 
I have thought it desirable, under the circumstances, to 
change the run as advertised in the meet card to the 
following :— Meet at 4.0 p.nL at Lea Bridge Road for short 
circular run, ending at Hampstead {vide notice by N.W. 
District Captam). 

Ebhbst Babbbit, District Captain. 

One member turned up at Sybom's Comer at 3.40, but 
after waiting till 4.5 made up Ids mind that the energy of 
the district had found yent in touring, and accordingly, 
having asked and obtained leave of the Club run, he altered 
the destination from Upminster to Ongar by Chigwell Row. 
The wind was pleasant in one's fi^e, and gave an excuse 
for going slowly, and it gradually died away, so that as the 
run had had the frill benefit of it from Ongar in the early 
part of the afternoon it felt it had scored. Present: 
C. H. F. Christie. 



N.W. DSSIBIOT. 



Aug. 28. There is little to be said of the run to Radlett, 
another new and pretty little place, and certainly no stir- 
ring incidents to relate. For the first time during the 
season the District Captain was unable, owing to press of 
business, to start with the District, and was therefore 
obliged to depute the Northern Guide to take temporary 
charge, and as that gentleman does not appear to have 
tried to find another " Long Lane," or led the party across 
some new and unexplored dark continent, they, in course 
of time, reached Radlett, the route being Finchley, Whet- 
stone, Totteridge, Bamet Oate, and Borehamwood. At 
the '* Railway Ion" then, at Radlett, the District C^>tain 
found them, as the landlord (vulgarly, perhaps) put it, 
" getting a good swill of tea down 'em." Williams, Keynes, 
and his brother (the Sub-Gq)tain of the Poole B.C.) appear 
to have joined the party at TiJly-ho! and Jennings at 
Golder's Green. The weather above was very fine and en- 
joyable, but roads nearly everywhere seem to be getting 
knocked up rather by the continued dry weather. After 
another shilling tea the party split up, and made homeward 
tracks as soon as possible, so as to make the most of the 
daylight^ Alison going off to the Alexandra Palace, Price to 
Rickmansworth, the Keynes Brothers Highburjrwards, and 
the remaining five by Elstree, Bamet Gate Lane, and the 
main road. The latter accomplished a ''quickest" on 
record, doing the 15^ miles in about 2} hours ; the night 
very dark. Distance, 15^ and 15j^=31 miles. Present : 
Alison, Anderson, H. Jennings, Keynes, E. H. Pollock, 
Price, W. J. Williams, one visitor, and 

NOBHAK B. MOBBIB, Dlst Capt 
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N.W. SPECIAL NOTIGR 

The nm to Epping^ fixed for this next Saturday, 4th 
September, has been cancelled, and it is intended to substi- 
tute instead a short circular run of, say, about 20 miles 
altogether, leaving '^ Jack Straw's " at the usual time, and 
returning afterwards to tea at the District Captain's residence 
at seven o'clock. 

Some of the West will, I hope, join us at Harlesden 
Oreen at 4.30, and the N.K will also join us at tea. 

I hope that all N.W., N.E., and W. members who can 
poaMlff come will do so, and if any S.E. or S. W. membeis 
care to come so feur as Hampetead, I shall be delighted to 
see them, and they may be sure of a hearty welcome, 
whether known personally to me or not. The badge is 
quite sufficient introduction. 

I propose having tea at seven o'clock, and, of course, if 
anybody cannot join us in our run shall be just as pleased 
to see them then. Perhaps some ofour married members, who 
never find time to run with us, will give us a look in during 
the evening. It would be a great convenience to me if 
members who intend honouring me with their company, 
and who have not yet communicated with me, will just 
send me a post-card to that effect. 

The address is Oak HiU House, Oak Hill Park, which is 
a turning out of Frognal, and only about three minutes' 
walk from the top of the Heath. 

No&HAN B. Momas, Dist. Capt. 

W. DiSTEICT. 

August 28th. Five members met at Harlesden Green. 
After the half-hour's grace usually allowed by this district 
for members who promised to turn up, we bumped along the 
execrable macadam mam road to the foot of Harrow Hill. 
Bearing to the right the road improved, but was now loose 
and dusty, and it was not till we had passed Pinner that we 
enjoyed any good running. We pulled up at the foot of 
Norihwood HiU to clear our parched throats of dust, and 
some delay was caused by the old lady at the inn insisting 
that the said five membeors had drank eight bottles of ginger 
beer and two of soda water in so doing, and she could not 
be convinced that only half that quantity had been con- 
sumed. Passing through the lodge gates we had a pleasant 
spin through the lovely wood. Moor Park, stopping to 
admire the view. We passed quite close to a fine herd of 
deer, which did not evince the least surprise at the sight of 
us flying legs up past them. We wheeled shaip to the 
right after passing the house, and had another run down 
hill to the north gates, and following the narrow winding 
lanes came out in the middle of Watford. We had an 
excellent tea at the '' Essex Arms," which we supplemented 
with some fruit we bought in the market facing the hotel 
The route home was by the Eenton Lanes, which are just 
now very loose and require careful riding at night. Distance 
about 30 miles. Present: Law, 0. Thorn, Jahn, Scott, 
and E. Naylor. 



The N.W. District Captain invites members of the W. 
District to join in a circular run next Saturday, leaving 
Harlesden Green at 430 p.m., and to meet the N.W. and 
N.E. Districts, afterwards returning to Oak Hill House, Oak 
Hill Park, Frognall, Hampsfcead, to tea at 7.0 p.m. 

Mr. Morris hopes that any member who cannot join in 
the run at the time named, will ride straight on to 
Hampstead, and reach the above address in time for tea. 
Members who decide to accept Mr. Morris's kind hospitality 
will greatly oblige me by sending him, by first post after the 
receipt of Gazbite, a po^-^ard signifying their intention to 
be present 

To enable members to be present, I have taken upon 
myself to cancel the run fixed for next Saturday, and the 
circular run will count for the attendance prize. 

W. A. Smith, District Captain. 

P.S. — ^I deeply regret that the unfortunate accident to 
my knee last May should have entirely prevented me from 
riding, but hope soon to meet the members of my District 
at the runs once mora 

S.E. District. 
Unfortunately the good news that our Captain was to 
take command of this district on Saturday last, only 
reached head-quarters on the previous Tuesday or Wednes- 
day, so that there was not much time to communicate with 
members, and consequently there was not such a good 
attendance as there should have been on such an occasion. 
Ten members assembled at West Wickham Hill, and a 
small detachment of embryo Londoners, under the com- 
mand of Stephen Smith, at five o'clock. Barker and 
Wyndham, the hares, were despatched, and ten minutes 
afterwards Godlee gave the word for the hounds to be let 
loose. The first mile or two was all up hill, the surface of 
which was very dusty, owing to the absence of rain. The 
hiUs surmounted, and a fiJse scent having been pursued to 
the bitter end, a very rough lane through a small planta- 
tion was followed, which terminated suddenly in a corn- 
field which had just been cut. Just at this time a " tally- 
ho " from the leading man told the others that the hares 
had been sighted, and sure enough there they were, about 
a mile ahead, forcing their way through what looked like 
an immense hedge. The scent led out of the cornfield 
into a large ploughed field, and the hounds had great 
difficulty in pushing their machines along. However, the 
hedge, where the hares had been sighted, was reached at 
last, and with the help of some men who were working in 
the neighbourhood the machines were pulled through into 
another cornfield. Here the trail was lost, and after 
wandering about through two more fields Godlee again 
sighted the hares making tracks along the main Westerham 
Eoad. But before reaching this road another krge field 
had been traversed, and the hounds were not at all sorry 
when they again found themselves in the saddle, bowling 
along a capital road, at about 14 miles an hour. Two 
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miles more and the leading men— Godlee, Barrett, Oswald, 
and Williams, in the order named— caught the hares. 
Whether it was that they thought the hounds were miles 
a long way behind, or that they were tired, or that they 
were discussing the bill concerning their future welfare 
which is now being passed, is unknown, but caught they 
were, to the great rejoicing of the hounds. A halt 
was called to wait for the other hounds, and very 
shortly afterwards Stephen Smith rode up. After waiting 
about a quarter of an hour the Captain gave the word to 
mount, and the hares and hounds jogged leisurely on to 
Godstone, which was about eight miles from the halting 
place. At the '' Clayton Arms " five members were found 
busily engaged with a very good and cheap tea (Is. 6d.), 
and after the second detachment had finished an adjourn- 
ment was made to the room with the piano, and an hour 
was pleasantly spent, enlivened with songs and music. 
Just as tea was being finished F. Kinder and M. H. Dicker 
arrived, having followed the scent, but having been some- 
what delayed by an impromptu dismount of the latter. 
At 9.30 lamps were lit and a start made for home, 
which was safely reached about 10.50 ; some delay being 
occasioned by the very bad condition of part of the road, 
which has lately been in the hands of the workmen. The 
inhabitants of Godstone were evidently much impressed 
and gratified by the fact that the Captain of the L.B.C. 
was to tea in their midst, for the moment he made his 
appearance on the hill running down into the village the 
whole green was illuminated with red lights, which had no 
sooner died away than they were quickly followed by green 
and white lights. It is just possible that the display might 
have been organised by the Sou'-Easters and not by the 
inhabitants, but this is open to conjecture. Present: 
Theo. Godlee (Captain), Barker, Barrett, H. G. A. Brown, 
C. Brown, Byers, M. Dicker, W. Johns, Prank Kinder, 
Oswald, Potter, Stephen Smith, Tylor, Wyndham, and 
P. M. WiLLUMS, District Captain. 
S.E. DisTBiCT.— Notice. 

As the West and South West have elected to meet the 
North West next Saturday instead of the South East, the 
run has been altered to the top of Beigate Hill, to see the 
competition of the Surrey B.C. 

The run for the Blackheath Division on Saturday the 
11th instant has been changed, by request, to East Grin- 
stead. Croydon will be left at 4.30 p.m., and Caterham 
Junction at 5 p.m., so that members can join at whichever 
place is most convenient I shall be glad to hear from 
any other members who intend to take part in the run. 
Sixteen have abeady signified their intention of doing so. 
R M. Williams. 

EXCHANGE LIST. 
Por sale, a 56-inch " Humber " (all bright) in perfect con- 
dition, light Koadster. Price £ia— apply to P. W. Nicholson, 
St. Edmund's, Upper Richmond Road, Putney, S.W. 



ACROSS NORWAY. 

On Priday, 13th August, we left King's Cross by the 
three o'clock express for Hull, with our two bicycles, for 
which we were charged six shillings each. On arriving we 
wheeled them down to the quay, and had them lowered 
into the hold of the Hero. The captain said that they were 
the first he had taken, and that was perhaps the reason why 
we had nothing to pay for their transit to Christiania. 

The steamer stopped at Christiansand on the way for a 
few hours, and arrived at Christiania about ten o'clock on 
Monday morning, having made rather a slow passage on 
account of the fog. Leaving our bicycles on board, we went 
to pay Mr. Bennett a visit, and from him we learnt that 
the old post road to Eidsvold had fallen into disuse, as is 
generally the case in Norway, since the railway had been 
opened, and as he described the road as covered with grass 
and boulders, we determined to wait for the twdn which 
was to start at nine o'clock next morning. We put up at 
the "Victoria Hotel," though we learnt afterwards that the 
" Scandinavia " was preferable. Being provided with maps, 
phrase and guide books, and Norwegian money, all of which 
were procured at Mr. Bennett's, who is very willing to 
supply travellers with all the information in his power, we 
explored the Museum, where the newly excavated Viking 
ship is to be seen, had an al-Jresco dinner at the Tivoli 
Ghirdens, a bathe, and finished up with with a supper at the 
Hotel of Kurtem — cold dishes in the Norwegian style. 

Next morning, a bathe, a hurried breakfast, and consist- 
ing of a cup of cofiide and a roll, left us ten minutes to get 
onr bicycles off the boat and into the train. The railway 
station is close to the quay, but unfortunately the custom 
house officers were on the watch, and, surrounded by a 
crowd of natives, we were forced to proceed to the custom 
house for inspection. We learnt afterwards that the good 
people of Christiania were disappointed that we did not 
give them a performance in the Tivoli after the manner of 
the Columbia Bicycle Troupe, who had visited the city some 
months previously. After a consultation among the offi- 
cials, they decided that bicycles were not "on the tariff," 
and we were allowed to make the best of our way to the 
station, magnd camitanU catervd. The trains have a com- 
fortable custom of not starting \intil all the passengers are 
seated, so that, though some time was lost in trying to get 
the bicycles through a hole about four feet square, which 
the other luggage had to pass through to be weighed, we 
did at last manage to get ourselves and machines into the 
train, and in due course proceeded at a leisurely pace, 
hardly up to Bath to London form, even under the worst 
conditions. Kr. 1-80, or 2s., was charged for each bicycle, 
the distance being forty-six English miles. Every carriage 
was provided with iced water, and with it we regaled our- 
selves during the journey, which took three hours and a 
half. On reaching Eidsvold we rode down to the quay, and 
got on board the Lillehamer steamer^ and another kr. 1-80 
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per bicycle was paid. We enjoyed a pleasant steam up 
Lake Mjosen to Lillehamer, and on arriving about eight 
o'clock we rode up a steepish incline to *' Ormsrud's Hotel," 
situated in the main street of the town, nearly a mile from 
the landing stage. The bicycles were lodged in a sumptuous 
apartment on the ground floor, while we had to put up 
with a poking little chamber at the top of the house. 
Whether it was that we were not yet accustomed to the 
diet of the country, which, to say the least of it, is peculiar, 
or whether our appetites were damped somewhat by the 
adverse opinion of nearly all we consulted as to the possi- 
bility of riding across, that supper was not the success it 
shodd have bees. 

Lillehamer (Anglice, little hill) looked quiet enough 
when we sauntered out next morning to vbit the pipe 
manufactory for which the place is famous, but the mind 
of the stolid Norwegian was stirred with an unwonted en- 
thusiasm when, at half-past seven, after breakfast, we 
appeared with the bicycles. The inhabitants rushed to the 
windows, and out into the streets, to see iw start. To 
avoid the crowd we rode on quickly, scarcely giving our- 
selves time to notice the quaint peasant costumes of the 
women ; and the cries of astonishment soon died away in 
the distance. 

The road was good, though rather dasty on account of 
the recent fine weather, and led at first through fields and 
then along the left bank of the river, the course of which 
we followed through several lakes to its watershed among 
the hills. We soon overtook some of the people who had 
left the hotel an hour and a half earlier. The usual system 
of travelling in Norway is by carriole, a kind of small 
sledge on wheels, with one seat in front and a board behind^ 
on which the luggage is strapped, and where the *'skydsgut," 
or post-boy, sits. The traveller changes horses at each station 
along the road. These stations are about one Norwegian or 
seven English miles apart, and are generally the house of 
the chief farmer or land-owner in the district, who is obliged 
to supply a certain number of horses, as well as food and 
accommodation to travellers. The sun had not risen above 
the hills on our right, and as the road was, in addition, 
shaded with pine trees, we had a pleasant run to Fossegarten^ 
the first station out, and nine miles from Lillehamer, where 
the river on our left forms a picturesque fall called the 
Hunderfoss. The road was so well engineered that the rise 
was almost imperceptible past the two next stations, Formo 
and Eirkistuen to Skseggestad (36;^ miles), and there is 
little to record beyond our having to dismount once or 
twice for a restive horse, and the chase of an occasional 
porker that would bolt, grunting along the road, in front of 
our wheels. As the sun was beginning to glare down upon 
us, we resolved to stop here for lunch. Our host and hostess 
were much interested in the bicycles, and joined us in an 
excellent " mittags " of salmon, reindeer, and " molte 
boer," a berry not unlike an unripe mulberry in appear- 



ance, and of a peculiar though not unpleasant flavour, 
which blends excellently with cream. We remained here 
four hours, and meanwhile some of the carrioles had 
arrived. Giving them about half-an-hour's start we 
arrived at Listad, about nine miles on, at the same time, 
doing the distance in about three-quarters of an hour, 
though the incline was steeper and the roads rather loose. 
There was a slight rise of about four miles between this 
and the next station, Byhre, then level to Skorklevstad, 
near to which station there is the monument erected to 
mark the spot where Colonel Sinclair fell in 1612, while 
attempting to force his way through Norway, to aid the 
Swedes, who were engaged in war with Denmark. We had 
a long hill and several cows to encounter between this and 
Bredevemgen, where we had a bathe in the lake, and tea. 

The sun was setting behind a bank of glorious crimson 
clouds, tinting with red the distant snow-capped mountains, 
when we started on a most enjoyable run through Molu, 
over a splendid road by the lake to Laurgaard, which is 
picturesquely situated on the other side of the valley. We 
had missed the turning over the bridge, and were well on 
our way to the next station before we discovered our mis- 
take. The last rays of the sun died away as we rode up 
the steep rough incline which led to the station-house of 
Laurgaard, seventy-seven miles from Lillehamer. Two of 
our friends in carrioles arrived some time after, and we sat 
down to a capital supper. 

The curiosity of his people on seeing bicycles for the first 
time was only exceeded by tbe genuine hospitality of the 
landlord himself, whose kindly welcome, and beds fully 
six feet six inches long (a superfluity of length rare in 
Norway), will always awake in our minds the most pleasant 
reminiscences. R. 0. Francis. 



MINOR IMPROVEMENTS. 
(From a Contemporary.) 

1. The sharp edges of the treadle might just as well be 
turned over, and so rounded off, thereby saving our shoes, 
corns, and tempers. 

2. If a cap was screwed on to the outer end of the 
treadle, aver the nut, it would prevent many unsightly 
grease marks on the rider's clothes. How often in lifting 
the machine up or down steps, or even in walking by the 
side of it, has one to bewail the untidy appearance caused 
by the dirty smears left by the greasy nut, on perhaps a 
new pair of breeches or coat. The only thing against it 
would be the trouble of unscrewing the cap when the treadle 
required cleaning, but that would not be so frequent as at 
present, as the cap would prevent the dust and grit from 
working in ; at any rate, the advantages would far out- 
weigh anything that could be urged against it. 

I trust that makers will see to these little grievances, 
thereby earning the thanks of many riders besides 

Clarion, Canonbuiy B.C. 



Digitized by 



Ljoogle 



198 



LONDON BICYCLE CLUB GAZETTE. 



FIXTUBES FOR CLUB MEETS. 



Date. 



N.B* 



N.W. 



W. 



S.W. 



aB. 

Croydon DiTidon. 



aB. 

BUbkhMth DiTiidoii 



{ 



i.O top of Le» Bridge 
Boad for abort 
oiFoiilair ran. 



M6"Jack8traVB 
Caitlt*'for oircalar 
run. 



4.80 Harlesden 
Green for olrocilar 
nm. Meet N.W. 
aadNJI. 



i.l5<*GrliBii,''Ei]ir 
■toil, for OoUumi. 



4.10 Oenttal Croy- 
don Station for 
Baigate. 



4.0 " Hare and 
Bfflet" forGfeen- 



{ 



8.80 Lea Bridge 
Bead, 8.45 Sy- 
boin's Comery for 
Abridge. 



8.46 "Jack Straw's 
Cartle," for Iyer. 
Meet S.W. 



8.46, Hammemnith 
Bridgets. Side, for 
Walton-on-the- 
HiU. 



4.80,CroMBd.NJ^ 
oomerolHanworth 
ParMwIverJCeet 
N.W. 



4.10 Centnl Cboy* 
don Station for 
Eaat Grinatead. 



40. <Haie ft Billet' 
for gto-ningham. 



A SCOTCH ROAD. 

Eighteen hours of railway, more or leas, with rery irregular 
feeding in the meantime, and more or less fruitless efforts 
at going to sleep, made the change of dismounting at 
Dalmally station and once more regaining my bicycle very 
pleasant. The weather was perfect, with perhaps the 
exception of being a little too hot, but that is a failing one 
can generally excuse ; but report had stated that the road 
from that place to *' eight miles off anywhere " was fearfully 
rough and dreadfully steep, and I was therefore prepared 
for the worst Besides, ploughed fields and stubble, which 
I had been practising on in the South-East on Saturday, are 
by no means a bad preparation for an3rthing that is rideable. 

At first the road was freely scattered with stones, and I 
began to fear my rashness was about to be rewarded by an 
eight miles* walk, especially as a long, steady grind fairly 
brought me to my feet, but I was fortunately to be disap- 
pointed, and, as I reached the top of the first hill, I began 
to hare splendid views of Loch Awe on the right, while the 
hUIs on the left closed me in on that side. After the first 
mile or so the road begins to go down, and some caution is 
necessary, as there are sereral short, sharp pitches, often 
with one or two comers in the course of them, but with 
the aforesaid caution no one n^ mind riding them. The 
road, after a considerable descent, winds along by the side of 
the lake, chiefly among trees, which entirely oyerhang the 
road ; the surface in some parts splendid, though in parts 
the almost unparalleled fine weather has helped to reduce 
the gradients to somewhat the sesrbeach consistency. Here 
and there the rises proved more than I cared to try, or more 
than, when tried, I could manage, but any little inconveniences 
of this sort were amply repaid by the constant series of views 
both distant and near. This style continues to Claddich, 
a place consisting of perhaps two houses, where the road 
turns sharply to the left, and a long steady ascent over 
moorland follows nearly two miles in length. Whether 
this is rideable I do not feel in position to say ; a great 
deal of it is, I am sure, but a blazing hot sun— without any 
shelter from it — ^a general feeling of profound laziness, and 
a very occasional bit of rough road induced me to walk 



most of it, but I think the future passengers will posmbly 
smile at the notion, and I may perhaps give a better account 
of it myself before long. 

At the top of the hill the passing and not particularly 
observant stranger will hardly notice a grassy cart track 
turning off to the left, and indeed if I had not had the 
wheelmarks of " another member " to guide me I doubt if I 
should have detected it myself; however, this was my 
destination, and about half a mile's jolting brought me to 
my destination, namely, eight miles off anywhere. The 
road on to Inveraiy is, I hear, much better, but I would 
strongly advise any member who is not too fastidious as to 
an occasional bumping not to lose a chance of riding from 
Dalmally to Inverary if it offers itself to him. I should 
perhaps admit that that ^' other member," when found, 
ruefully showed a " Stassen " spring in two pieces, but this 
was attributed to the cart track and not the high road. 

An Essex MKimKii. 



MEDMENHAM ABBET. 

I fear I have inadvertently led Mr. Gruggen into an 
error. The " Franciscans" mentioned were not a religious 
but a most irreligious sect. They were founded by a 
Francis Dashwood (Lord Le De Spencer), and from their 
founder were called *' Franciscans," or ''Monks of 
St. Francis," and are not to be confounded in any way 
with the great Catholic order of St Francis. To quote 
from the authorities, " Medmenham Abbey was remarkable 
DUBiKa LAST CENTTJKT as being the retiring place of men of 
wit and fashion, under the title of ' Monks of St Francis,' 
whose habits they assumed* Whatever were the real prin- 
ciples of this fraternity, many of their transactions were 
undoubtedly immoral, vicious, and dishonourable; their 
motto, which may still be seen over the west door, was 
' Fay ce que wn^dray* and they acted up to it" 

This explains the case, although in my tour I expressly 
stated '' during la^ century, eta," which would of itself 
prove the non-religious occupancy of the Abbey, all monas- 
teries, etc., having been dispersed throughout this kingdom 
long before that time. MoCullvm Hmu 
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STRAY NOTES. 
It was corions to obseire that Barker's Zulu expe- 
riences led him, when mnning as hare in the 
S.K paper-chase, to make most naturally for I%e Bmk. 
Such a stratagem may be eminently use&l when combating 
a stealthy savage, but as employed on Saturday last it 
provoked a good deal of *' Pinafore** language from the 
unlucky hounds, who, after wheeling down a precipitous 
path, found themselves involved in a wood, whence 
escaping, they had a gritty time over some rough ploughed 
land, the exit from which, into a large field of knee-deep 
clover, lay through a dense hedge bountifrtUy provided 
with brambles. This last nearly proved a stopper to the 
machines till a rustic, suborned by the District Captain, 
came to the rescue. This agriculturist, by the way, fiftiled 
at first to grasp the idea when asked if he had seen two 
grey hares with silver badges in their caps, and wheeling 
bicycles. 

• ••••• 

Although capital fun, it was about as hard an hour and 
a half 8 run as one could have wanted on a hot summer's 
day. The long ride up the loose hill to b^gin with, the 
heavy walk over ploughed fields and unmown crops that 
followed, and the final sharp bucket along the hilly high 
road, left but little of hunters and hunted save one mighty 

thirst. 

• • • • • • 

A S.E. man, unable to be present, sent his two '' Hum- 
bers" to represent him. They finished among the first 
four hounds. 

At the ''Clayton Arms" the Clayton ghosts are not 
reported to have been met with, although the Clayton 
spirits are said to have been sampled by one or two bold 
S.E. men on Saturday last 

• «•*•* 

It happened that the bean-feasting employ^ of Messrs. 
Brock, the pyrotechnists, were also holding their revels at 
Qodstone. A happy thought induced the District Captain* 
while red fire and rockets were going off in front of the 
'' Clayton Arms," to inform our Captain officially that this 
was all included in his programme, and had been pre- 
arranged to evince the gratitude of his men for the honour, 
etc., etc. The great man was touched, and gave way to 
his emotion for 5 min. 80f sec., as timed by the District 

Clocker. 

• • • • 4* • 

The track on which the Two Miles Open Bicycle Bace 
was run at some recent sports held at Aldborough, on the 
Suffolk coast, presented some interesting features which 
may commend themselves to the Committee of the L.A«C. 
In place of being the conventional oval orcircle, its shape 
was that of a carefully-drawn parallelogram. Halfway 
down one straight an effort had been made by the intelli- 
gent farmer who officiated as Clerk of ike Course to fill 



with hay ui uncomfortably deep trench, while the distant 
side of the course wandered through a grassy quagmire, 
which would have defied a Gortis to make more than four 
miles in the hour. The scratch man finished very creditably 
in something under fourteen minutes. 

The Norwegian couple have returned, seemingly edified 
by their short tour. They report the roads as being very 
good in most parts ; and that for the short rideable distance 
it is worth while to take a bicycle, no charge whatever 
being made for the sea-journey either way. 

Pretty girls are conspicuous by their absence, but some 
of the " piges" (Anglic^ young women) are rather agreeable, 
although very stolid in appearance— nothing ethereal about 
any of them. 

• «•••• 

Also they communicate as follows :— Advice gratis to 
the Committee for a new hundred-mile course. From 
Lillehamer to Dombaass is exactly made for quick times, 
with a long pull up at finish. A little further on is a 
piece of road about seven inches deep in sand, which would 
even cause anyone riding a ^'Humber" with the latest 
bearings to dismount suddenly. Any great admirer of 
Humber disbelieving this fieu^t should go and try, and 
amuse the natives by his futile exertions. 

• • • • • * 

There were great doubts in the minds of the couple as to 
whether a pot of marmalade could be carried, with safety, 
attached to the hub ; but, after mature consideration, the 
select committee appointed for the purpose came to the 
conclusion that it was unadvisable. 

If the couple had only performed occasionally, and passed 
round the hat afterwards, they might have cleared their 
''X's." At the only performance attempted, one man 
came over the handles to the merriment of the piges. 

The owners of the ** Whip's Cross Stud" are indignant 
with my application of the well-meant epithet of obsolete 
to '' the Boneshaker," and there are rumours that a promi- 
nent member of the N.K will be seen at a Club Meet one 
of these dajrs on a 36-in. '' Beck." 

The Captain is advising visitors to the S.E. to borrow a 
machine, as he says he found the travelling rather rough in 
parts when he was down there. 

Did anyone see the Editor, or the printer's devils, who 
got up the " Fixtures for Club Buns " in the Qazettb last 
week, hiding anywhere near the Club Meets ? I believe it 
was a lark just to try and split the Districts up and laugh 
at them. 

L'HoMXB Qui Bxr. 
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OLD TALES RETOLD. 

No. n.— LONDON BIOYCLB CLUB. PAPER-CHASB OF SOUTH 
WESTERN AND SOUTH EASTERN DIVISIONS. 

The first paper-chase of the L. B. C. took place on 
Saturday, March 25th, 1876i the programme being that 
the South Western division* should muster at Surbiton 
Station at 3.30, and the South Eastern at Croydon, 
the two joining forces at "The Cock" at Sutton. Nine 
men consequently lefb Surbiton shortly after the hour 
named and reached Ewell against a strong easterly beam 
wind. RunniDg down the hill into the village occurred the 
only mishap of the day ; McCullum Hill, having no break, 
lost his treadles, and, trying to regain them, got mixed up 
with his leg-rests, and came heavily to grief. After seeing 
him to " The Spring,'' the remaining eight men had a hard 
grind dead against the wind to Sutton, where they found the 
South Easterners, who had run before the wind from Croy- 
don, awaiting them. At 4.43 the hares, Messrs. 0. P. 
Coleman and M. D. Rucker, the former riding a 56-inch 
" Keen " and the latter a 57-inch " Timberlake," were de- 
spatched on their journey. Fifteen minutes later the twelve 
" hounds " started in pureuit and rode well together to Ewell 
(Similes), where they were joined by A. CoUett, J. F.Bennett, 
and the "sturdy McCullum," who, with a collar bathed in 
blood, declared himself, after brandy and coca leaves, to be 
as " fit as a fiddle." These additions brought the "pack" 
up to fifteen, and still keeping well together they swept 
down the Epsom road, and into the racing town before a 
rattling wind. The smooth, wide street of Epsom proved 
too much for order, and firom there to the finish the men in 
best condition went to the front — ^J. Williams, A. CoUett, 
and McCullum Hill riding neck and neck, were closely 
followed by J. Jacobs, and a ' '>tervals by College, 

Nairn, Wyndham, and Langdale, the otheis being some 
distance behind. Through Ashstead to Leatherhead 
about the same order was kept. "He'll ketch some 
on 'em up yet," was a remark overheard by the 
" London heavy weight," as, trusting to the trailing 
brake, he shot down the hilly street of Leatherhead 
at a rate which terrified himself. This prophecy proved 
true, for at Little Bookham he overhauled Jacobs and 
College, and these three rode on together past East Horsley, 
and into the long levels road, leading from Lord Lovelace's 
gates to Ockham. Two miles from this village College went 
to the rear, and just before the turn into the Portsmouth 
main road Nairn " put it an," and flying over the well- 
known hill near Ripley, placed a quarter of a mile between 
himself and Jacobs, and reached " The Talbot " to find, in 
addition to the hares, Willii«ns and CoUett waiting the 
arrivals. Seven " hounds " out of the fifteen completed the ^' 
course, which was about twenty miles, the arrivals being at ^ 
the following times: — The l^res at 5.59, Williams 6.18, 
CoUett 6.21, Nairn 6.34, Jacobs 6.35, College 6.42, and 
Wyndham and Langdale to^^ther at '6.45. The run had 



blunted no appetiteB,iiud aMI a good tea the " assembly" 
sounded, and in Indian file and pitch darkness the men rode 
back home. Some of them had before the run ridden 
considerable distances to the meet, Langdale covering 
twelve, CoUett elaven, Nairn eighteen, and Wjmdham 
thirteen miles in this manner. The Club run, including 
the chase, was a litUe over forty mUes. 



" We looked at Staasen's works one day this week, and 
found him hard at it with a machine for Mr. Hutchings, 
L.B.C., which struck us as being a rare comfortable "crock," 
with several ingenious specialities. We spotted another 
machine in the shop which has been in use four years, 
and on which the rubbers are as good as new. Mr. Stassen 
observed of this machine that he wished it would break up, 
as people seeing it imagine it to be a type of the heavy 
machines made by this firm ; this, however, is by no means 
the case, as we saw a very elegant roadster, the property of 
Stassen, junior, which was unexceptionably " modem " in 
every way." — Bicycling Times. 



To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 

Sib, — Would you kindly insert for the benefit of those 
members riding westward, that the main road vi& Beacons- 
field, High Wycombe, Oxford, Witney, Northleach, and 
Cheltenham, is very bumpy and bad the whole way and in 
places almost unrideable, from Cheltenham to Tewksbury 
the roads are fair, but most of the Worcestershire roads in 
this neighbourhood are bad being macadamised, nevertheless 
there are a good many riders, who may be seen braving the 
hills and bad roads in this part. Am going in a day or so 
to invade Herefordshire and spend a week fishing, when I 
meet Dr. Langmore and Law, at Worcester, for a tour down 
the Wye vaUey eto., returning at the end of September; will 
write more particulara when time aUows. — Yours faithfuUy, 

* . W. J. Hill. 

Beauchamp Hotel, 6t. Malvern. 
August 3l8t, 1880. 



ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
Cyril J. Tuenee. — Thanks for your communication. 
Ereatxjm. — For " lee'zure," in Answers to Correspondents 
in last issue, read " leisure." 



NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
All oontribnttons mast be addresaed to " The Editor, L.B.C. Gazette, 
86, Eastcheap, E.O.," and must bear the name of the author, though not 
necessarily for insertion, lliey must be written on one side of the 
paper only, and, if immediate insertion is desired, must be received not 
later than Wecbe^day morning. Messrs. Darling supply portfolios in 
which unbound oopies of the Gazxttk may be kept ; cost is 2s. ; stamped 
on outside with'Hie Club badge. There are stiU a few covers for 1878, 
and members can be applied with back numbers of the Gazette at the 
cost of Id. each. 



Printed for the Proprietors by Darliko & Son, at the Minerva Steam 
Printing Office, 35, Eastoheap, London, E.C.--September 8, 1880. 
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OLD TALES RFfOLD. 
Ko. m. — Lom>o]Sf biotolb club. 
This club turned out v its /r«^ general run on Saturday 
afternoon last (April 2 A 1876). The muster took place 
at Eew Bridge, and it was evident that the meet would be 
a large one even before the time airiyed at which the men 
should have started, when a score riders were gracefully 
circling about between the ''Star and Garter" and the 
Waterworks. Shortly before four o'clock some of the south- 
western district men put in an appearance, followed by the 
south-eastern division from Croydon, imtil there were 
about thirty bicycles present. As the men rode to Kingston 
they were joined by another reinforcement at Richmond, 
and their number wab further augmented until forty- 
six of them rode through Surbiton and Long Ditton, where 
they were loudly welcomed by the inhabitants. A halt 
was made for stragglers at Esher, after which the men rode 
over the beautiful road past dttremont to Fairmile, where 
Mr. Coleman very neatly beat a tasb pony in a short race. 
Riding through Gobham and past Painshill Paik, the leaders 
pulled up on Wisley Common, where they waited for a 
gentleman, who came a considerable cropper in descending 
Red Hill, and certain novices who had fallen behind. As 
they streamed easily past the "Hut" and its pretty kke, the 
bicyclists presented a very striking appearance. They rode 
into Ripley three abreast, headed by the president, captain, 
and captain of the district in which the run took place, and 
after feeding at the " Talbot," most of the men prepared 
for the return journey by moonlight Starting for home 



just before eight o'clock, they rode to Kingston in detach- 
ments of seven or eight, and thence to their homes at Hamp- 
stead, Blackheath, Clapton, and other places almost as far 
from Kew Bridge. Some of the riders, as, for instance, 
Messrs Miller, Pollock, and their Hampstead friends, must 
have ridden nearly sixty miles. When the main body had 
departed for home, and Ripley (including Mr. Berridge's 
schoolboys), had resumed its normal quiet, the president^ 
captain, hon. secretary, with Messrs. A. W. Barrett, Butler, 
Coleman, McCuUum Hill, and Rucker, continued their ride 
for sixteen miles through Guildford and ov^ the Hogsback 
to Famham, where they rested during Sunday, and subse- 
quently rode by Odibam and Old Basing to SUchester, and 
thence via Mortimer, Reading, and Maidenhead, to Slough, 
where the S. W. District men rode to Kingston and the N. W. 
men to Hampstead and Finchley, the shortest distance 
ridden by them in the day being 84 miles. 

CORTIS AT SURBITON. 
(From the B^eree.) 
H. L. Cortis, the amateur champion bicyclist, attempted 
to ride twenty miles in an hour at Surbiton Grounds on 
Thursday, September 2nd. At ten miles the crack was 
behind ''record" time, but aftw this he began to mow 
down previous bests in wholesale fashion. From eleven to 
eighteen miles inclusive this continued, and then came an 
unfortunate accident Four riders had been acting as pace- 
makers for the champion — Griffith, Surrey ; Kemp, Pick- 
wick ; Hillier, Stanley ; and Liles, Temple. Griffith and 
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Liles were leading the champion a rare bat in the nineteenth 
mile, when suddenly Liles's machine touched the Surrey 
man's small wheel, and down they came. Gortis fell heavily 
over the wreck, but Kemp just managed to steer clear. 
All three were very much hurt — Griffith the worst, a 
broken leg being included among his injuries. At the 
finish of the eighteenth mile Cortis had 6 min. 3 sec. left 
to complete the required distance, and there is no doubt 
that, but for this unfortunate spill, he would have accom- 
plished his task. Gortis's times for the miles in which he 
cut the record were as follow : — 11 miles, 33 min. 17 sec. ; 
12 miles, 36 min. 14f sec. ; 13 miles, 39 min. 10} sec. ; 
14 miles, 42 min. 14 sec. ; 15 miles, 45 min. 8f sec. ; 
16 miles, 48 min. 8^ sec. ; 17 miles, 51 min. 0^ sec. ; 
18 miles, 53 min. 57 sec. The best time for eighteen 
miles previously was 57 min. 27f sec, made by the Oxonian, 
G. H. P. Ghristie, at Oxford University Ground, May 10th, 
1879. 

They do say that when the mishap to Gortis and his 
friends occurred at Surbiton it was difficult for a minute or 
two to tell how much was man and how much machinery, 
so mixed was the whole mass. One of these times we shall 
hear of a bicyclist or two having to be taken up with a 
spoon, and put in a paper bag like so much fruit or con- 
fectionery for home consumption. This isn't a joke; it 
was done once with a prize-fighter's principal backer, who 
fell into the engine down about Lower Hope, and had to be 
picked out in bits and sewn up in a blanket. This ghastly 
envelope, I have every reason to believe, was left on the 
unfortunate man's doorstep. Its bearers, not knowing how 
to tell the story, rang the bell and ran away. 'Orrible, 
hain't it? I never see bicyclists whirling round in mad 
career without wondering how they would sort out the 
remains if the leading man were to go down just as the 
others were " making their effort." Cortis, not being too 
near, managed to save himself somewhat, but he was sorely 
shaken, and, what is to him worse, he lost a magnificent 
chance of cutting the record — of cutting it, I mean, in a 
way which would last our time. His performance as it 
stands is magnificent, seeing he was badly coached at the 
beginning, and had to make up a lot of lost ground sud- 
denly. Gortis's ambition is to beat all records, amateur 
and professional, from one to fifty miles. Having succeeded 
in this he will emulate Gordius, and tie his bicycle in a 
knot for generations yet unborn to contemplate. Mayhap 
he will beat his driving wheel into a ploughshare, and his 
spokes into pruning hooks. Anyhow, we shall soon have 
seen the last, in his public capacity, of the best man the 
bicycle world has yet boasted. 

I should be glad to receive any information as to the 
roads from Marlborough to Gheltenham, md Swindon, 
Gricklade, and Girencester. — Stephbn P. Smith. 

9, Morden Road, Blackheath, Sept. 4th. 



THE REIGATE HILL TRIAL. 
(IVom our own Correspondent.) 

Last Saturday (the day chosen by the Surrey Club for 
this trial of hill riding) turned out to be most favourable 
for the competitors, as a strong wind was blowing straight up 
that part of the course on which is the stone causeway, 
making what is usually the stiflfest part of the incline com- 
paratively easy. Notwithstanding this, and the fact that the 
committee had purposely chosen from the list of entries men 
who it was said had ridden the hill, only twenty succeeded 
in accomplishing the feat, and some of these only after a 
severe struggle. The prizes were bronze medals, given to 
each successful competitor, and the arrangements, with one 
notable exception, were as good as the Surrey Club arrange- 
ments usually are. The men were started from the Market 
Place, and were checked at various points during their 
progress. John Keen started them, Mr. Runtz took the 
times at the commencement of the Causeway, and Mr. Fox 
(Bicycling Times) those at the finish. The distance from 
the " Grapes Hotel " to the Bridge is 7,920 feet, the toUl 
rise 420 feet, the average gradient 4ft. Gin. in the 100 feet, 
that on the Causeway 10 feet in 100 feet, and the greatest 
gradient 12 feet in 100 feet It will thus be seen that it is 
not the pitch of the hill which is so trying as its length, 
and the difficulty of riding some 600 yards on narrow stone 
flags, about 18 inches in width. About 150 entries were 
received. Of these the best known were selected, and the 
number up to 74 made up by ballot. 

The following is a list of the successftil competitors :— 
G. H. Coleman, Leytonstone ; A. P. C. Percival, Wanderers 
B.C.; G. H. Godbolt, Civil Service B.C.; E J. Abrahams, 
Isle of Wight B.C.; C. Crute, Sutton B.C.; J. R. Hamilton, 
Druids B.C.; G. A. Watkins, Surrey United B.C.; C. W. 
Coe, L.S.A.B.C.; C. Gingell, Invicta B.C.; C. D. Paignez. 
Athen»um B.C.; G. J. Hunter, Isle of Wight B.G.; F. P. 
Durant, Dorking B.C.; F. Hutchins, Brixton Ramblers B.C.; 
H. R. Reynolds, L.B.C. and D.B.B.C.; F. W. Payne, 
C.B.J.C.; R. L Philpot, Sevenoaks B.C.; M. D. Rucker, 
L,B.C. ; G. M'Caff'ery, Brixton B.C. ; G. Morgan, Bristol B.C.; 
P. Neville (unattached) ; and T. G. Neville, L.B.C. H. L. 
Cortis, with one arm in splints, also rode up, his success 
being very popular, although he was not competing for a 
medal It is extremely unfortunate, in a competition of 
such interest to both riders and makers, that the best pos- 
sible attention was not paid to the timing. In all cases 
where times can only be taken by a comparison of the 
watches afterwards, it is of the highest importance that the 
watches used should have independent centre seconds, and 
after they have been compared neither watch should be 
altered until the competition has closed. One of those 
used on Saturday was an ordinary watch, and the other 
(a centre second) was altered after comparison, the conse- 
quence being that the times came out anyhow, — one man 
being credited with having ridden the distance in 5 min. 
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16 sec, or thereabouts. To our mind, H. R. Rejmolds was 
the speediest man up the hill — in fact, two old 'cyclists 
reckoned him (about 200 yards from the bridge) to be 
riding at a speed of eight miles per hour, and he gained, 
within a fraction, two minutes on P. Neville. Crute, Qin- 
gell, Hamilton, and Rucker rode up in splendid style, no 
wobbling, etc., and M, D. Rucker indulged, while on the 
tramway, in chafif with the writer of this account. It is 
worthy of notice that all the L.B.O. men who competed 
gained a medal. Many men doubtless failed from nervous- 
ness, as G. E. Watson, T. C. Budd, and B. Hewitt, of the 
Surrey Club, and Hitchcock, Crystal Palace, were seen to 
ride the entire length on the following day. 



STONEHENGE, SALISBURY, AND BOURNEMOUTH. 
Turning my back on Weston Green at a quarter to five, 
I started on a solitary trip to Bournemouth, via Stonehenge, 
up Esher Hill, through the pretty village of Hersham 
Green, round Burwood Park, by Weybridge and Addle- 
stone to the "Otter." I here took the right-hand fork, 
over a steep rough hill (which compelled a dismount), this 
brought me into the Chertsey and Bagshot Road. Along 
Flutter Hill and Fallow End, by Windlesham, brought me 
to Bagshot at five minutes to seven (20 miles). Up to this 
point the roads had been very loose and sandy, consequently 
the going was rather a grind, treading on ovei: Penny Hill 
and Jolly Parmer's Hill. The run down of five miles to 
Blackwater (past the Royal Military College on the left) 
was a pleasant bit of going. The five miles of Hartford 
Bridge Flats was tedious work ; however, I put the pace on, 
and reached Hartley Row (31 miles) at five minutes to 
eight, and here^dismounted to light up, and also to refresh 
the inner man. Taking the saddle again at a quarter-past 
eight, I arrived at Basingstoke (40 miles) at twenty minutes 
past nine. The "Wheat Sheaf" I found to be a most 
moderate and comfortable hotel ; supper of cold joint and 
boiled eggs Is 9d, and bed Is 6d, and no fee for attendance. 
As I desired to reach Bournemouth the next evening, and 
also to spend some hours at Stonehenge and Salisbury, I 
rose at five and took the first train to Porton, the nearest 
point to Stonehenge. It was a goods train, and I don't 
advise anyone to follow my example ; the pace is anything 
but fast, and the jolting most unpleasant, besides stopping 
at all stations to take trucks on and off. Leaving Porton 
Station, you run straight up north for Amesbury (five 
miles); ftllow the telegraph wires, which lead over a 
ploughed field. The first thing that strikes you as un- 
common in this part of the country are the numerous 
clumps of trees known as rings, supposed to be sites 
of ancient Dniidical places of worship. The foliage all 
through the Avon valley is remarkably fine. Another 
peculiarity is the garden walls ; some are high, of con- 
crete with a thatched top, while those of private resi- 
dences are low, with large flower vases at intervals of two 



feet, filled with choice flowers. I should imagine that the 
inhabitants here are very honest, or that flowers are very 
plentiful, and not worth pilfering. After breakfast at the 
"George" I started for the Plain — two and a half miles of 
rough road, lime, and flints brought me to the old Druidical 
pile. This oolite composition of road continued nearly all 
the way to the south, although it vastly improved nearer the 
coast, but all roads must now be in a very loose state from 
the continued dry weather. Stonehenge needs little descrip- 
tion ; guide-books will be found useful as a reference to give a 
full explanation of the place. I stopped nearly an hour among 
the stones, and the longer I stopped the more wonderful 
the place appeared. A few yards off an artist was employed 
making a couple of sketches ; after examining and admiring 
his work, as it was growing late, I was compelled to make 
tracks for Salisbury. Acting under the advice of Mr. Wm. 
Smeethy the gent who shows the place and points out its 
peculiarities, I fought shy of the Devizes road and retraced 
my steps to within a mile of Amesbury, as far as Vespasian's 
Camp ; here I turned to the left, and wound my way along 
the Avon valley by Little Amesbury, Durnford, and the three 
Woodfords (16 miles). Crossing the river, right in front is 
a fine view of Old Sarum, and now also the spire of Salisbury 
Cathedral is sighted, and soon after the town is entered 
(18 miles). I put up at the " Red Lion " for dinner, and 
started off to the Cathedral ; this, I believe, is the finest in 
England, and you are well repaid for the journey over 
the rough roads by the inspection of this magnificent 
structure ; for details I must again refer the reader to the 
guide-books. There are also two fine old gatewajrs in the 
town, and a Cross in a rather shaky condition, being propped 
up inside with a wooden firamework. St. Thomas's Church 
is likewise worthy of a visit, the most curious thing being a 
carved oaken tablet in the porch in memory of the sculptor, 
and carved by himself in 1671. The painted window in 
this church is very beautiful. I made a start from here at 
five o'clock, and still keeping to the Avon Valley, passed 
through Nuuton to Fordingbridge (29 miles), and crossed 
the Avon to Ringwood (36 miles) ; this part of the sight 
is simply perfection, both as regards the scenery and the 
roads. After a pleasant chat of half-an-hour with the 
landlord of the " White Hart," I remounted at a quarter 
past seven, and pushed on through Sopley and reached 
Christchurch at eight o'clock (45 miles). It was now 
lighting-up time, and the authorities here are very particu- 
lar. At Sopley, about six miles from Ringwood, the 
turnings are rather perplexing. Take care to take the left, 
over a bridge, and then to the right, keeping to the right 
fork about one hundred yards further on. One mile from 
here, and two from Christchurch, is a water-plash which 
can be ridden through in dry weather. Christchurch con- 
tains the ruins of an old castle, but, as it was late, I drove 
over the next day and explored it, as well as the church, 
which is very fine; the old oak carved seats are very 
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cnriona. After lighting up a roughish road soon brought 
me into Bournemouth (51 miles) in a very dusty state, as I 
had been brought along from the last town behind a four- 
horse wagonette. Arrived herOi I, after some difficulty, 
found my friends, and, having put up my steed, retired to 
rest, having spent two very pleasant days, only wanting a 
fellow-rider to have completed the enjoyment. After doing 
the dokefar niente for a couple of days I returned to town 
by train. Alfbed Henrt. 

BICYCLING IN INDIA. 
The following extract from an Indian paper has been 
kindly forwarded by a correspondent : — 

BICYCLING tTNDER THE MOON. 

TO THB SDrrOB or THB "ASIAir.'' 

Dbib Sib, — As the result of the notice kindly inserted In your Ust 
Issue, six bicyclists met at the appointed time «nd place on the 2l8t 
ultimo. Hie moon was shining gloriously, and a fine celd breease blow- 
ing, so it would have been difficult to find an evening more suited to our 
purpose^ 

Fire inlnut«s' grace having been aUowed in case any other riden 
Intended joining us, the word to mount was given, working our way in 
single file up DhurrumtoUah, and by the left to College Street The 
road being excessively rough elicited a few good-tempered growls, and 
the remark from one of our riders, that if he ever had anything to do 
with the selection of the surveyor of roads, he would give his vote for a 
man who rode a bioyde, as there is nothing on the face ofthetaHh that 
makes one so Intimately aoquainted with the surface thereof. 

However, Paikpara having been passed, the roads Improved wonder- 
fnUy, and the pace was quickened up accordingly, double file being the 
order observed. The fresh air and exercise produced their usual 
exhilarating effect, and one by one we broke out into snatches of song, 
until at length we found ourselves going at about twelve miles an hour, 
singing In chorus the inevitable *' Pinafore." 

Balghurria was reached at 9.80 p.m., but everyone being fresh no 
dismount was made. Suddenly our road appeared to be blocked up 
entirely; the word ''ride easy" was given; and on nearing the 
obstruction we were somewhat amased to find that this dreadful 
phantom of the night was in motion-— and ! horror, otken foUowed In 
its wake. This was too much for the " nervous man " of the party, who 
cried In superstitious dread, "Angels and ministers of grace defend us,'* 
and was about to turn and flee, when the great unknown passed out of 
the shadow of the avenue into broad moonlight, and lo 1 the object of 
alarm proved to be nothing more ''uncanny*' than a line of pack 
elephants on the march. A roar of laughter greeted the discovery, and 
our " nervous man " somewhat regained his composure, though we doubt 
if he wiU ever again get his bur to lay quietly on his head in the same 
graceful curves which it formerly assumed. We had scarcely ceased 
laughing over the last incident, when some jackals gave tongue 
and broke cover immediately in front of us. They ran straight 
down the road, and with the cry " TaUy Ho I " we crowded on 
the pace and went in pursuit. Talk about the pleasures of fox- 
hunting I By Jove, sir— it's not to be compared with a run after 
the jackals on a bicycle, provided, that is, that the beggars run 
straight. These particular ones turned into the jungle just as our 
foremost man came up with them, and so " departed never to return." 
However, the pleasures of the chase had speeded us on our way, and 
we dismounted at Baixackpore Railway Station at 10.7 pjn., the 
journey of sixteen mUes having been very comfortably accomplished 
in one hour and thirty-two minutes. Our supper and liquor were 
to come by the train due at lO.lC p.m., but which did not puU up at 
the station until ten minutes after time. 



On Inquiring of the statiomnaster as to the best plaee tor oar |rfo4iio, 
he smiled and showed us a comfortable little room, where he oourteoosly 
invited us to make ourselves at home— an oiler of which we gladly 
availed ourselves, insisting upon him joining us at the table. The doth 
was soon laid and we sat down, and it would have cured anyone of 
dyspepsia to see the vigorous way we tumed to— what a meal one can 
eat after a few miles ride on the wiry steed ! t 

The cloth having been removed the weeds were brought out^ our 
glasses filled up, and the health of our worthy host was drunk with 
musical honours. Some capital songs were then given by some members 
of the company, several of which were applauded by the singing of the 
old Bicyding Pickwick chorus :-^ 

" JoUy good song, joUy weU sung, 
Jotty companions eveiy one | 
FiU np your glasses, let it be strong, 
Here's to the man that sang the last song." 

" Success to Bicycling in India" was then proposed by a mamber, 
who mentioned, in doing so, an amusing littie story which has recently 
been going the round of London sodety, and which runs as foUows : — 

"The well-known actors, Toole and Irving (whose mntual antipathy 
is proverbial) recentiy met at a dinner connected with their profession, 
and the latter, knowing that Tode could not sing a song without the 
hdp of an orchestra, thought to embarrass him by calling upon him to 
sing when no accompaniment was available. The great comedian, how- 
ever, proved himsdf equal to the ocoadon, and, rising amidst unlTecsal 
appUuse, said, ' Ladies and Ctentiemen, Mr. Irving knows my Inability 
to sing a song unaccompanied by instrumental mudc, but I wiU instead 
try to amuse yon by rdating a curious dream that occurred to me the 
otiier night. Methought that I was dead, and that my disembodied 
soul had wandered to the gates of Paradise. On knoddng and applying 
for admittance, I was asked, '"Who are youf"' Said I, '" Toole^ the 
aotor ; " ' then came the answer, ' " Gto away, we don't admit actors 
here." ' So I hovered around, disconsolate. After a time another soul 
approached, and I recognised Irving. He went to the gates, and the 
same query was pnt to him. On the reply being given, '" I am Irving, 
the actor," ' the gates were opened, and he passed In. I thought snrdy 
there must be some mistake^ and so presented myself once more at the 
gates. '"Who are yont"' said the spiritual porter. '"Toole^ the 
actor,"' said L "'Then go away,**' said he, '" we don't admit aoton 
here." ' But I persisted there must be some mistake. I saw Irving, 
the actor, go In just now. The spirit answered, ' " Irving Is no actor i 
he only thinkt he's one." ' " 

As it was now just twelve o'dock we sang " Auld Lang Syne," and 
then mounted our wheels and sped gaily back to Calontta. Some of 
the hakri drivers appear to be ^ven too much to thought to pay any 
attention to a shout, however loud, so one of our members threatened 
to purchase a bugle. He has since carried out his threat, and says the 
best time to practice is at five o'dock in the morning. We axe not 
surprised to hear that the neighbours around his domicile are conspiring 
together to prosecute him for a nuisance. You see his musical abilities 
are not yet fuUy devdoped. Trusting that some more of your readers 
win join us In the next meet» of which due notice shaU be sent to yon. 

Calcutta, March, 1880. Atalaitta. 



RACING FIXTURES. 

Sept. 11th.— I Zingari B.C. Race Meeting, Stamford 

Bridge. 
Sept. 18th. — Surrey B.C. Autumn Race Meeting, Ken- 

nington Oval. 
Sept. 25th. — ^Druids B.C., Stamford Bridge. One Mile 

Open. 
Oct. 2nd. — L.A.C. Autumn Meeting, Stamford Bridge. 
Nov. 6th.— L.A.C. Winter Meeting, Stamford Bridge. 
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ACROSS NORWAY. 
(Chniinued Jrom our last J 

Thursday morning we were up early, as we had ordered 
breakfast to be ready at seven o'clock; and soon after 
half-past we had paid our bill, which was the usnal moderate 
charge (sapper, bed, and breakfast up country generally 
costing from 5 to 6 kr., or about 6s.), had fastened on our 
bicycle bags, and the procession, consisting of two bicycles 
and two carrioles, was ready to start. Our host and his 
retainers gave us a most affectionate farewell, and we were 
soon rattling down the hill which had commanded our most 
serious consideration the evening before. 

The pace was easy at first, and the carrioles followed 



and a few more hillocks we arrived at Broendhaugen, where 
a curious old wardrobe is to be seen at the station. 

On the route we had traversed, as well as in many other 
parts of Norway, there are interesting evidences of a vast 
improvement in the art of road-making. Occasionally a 
green tract over precipices that make a bicyclist shudder 
to contemplate, show the original idea ; then there is the 
via media, which is comparatively of recent date, and marks 
a more enlightened era ; and finally there is the new road, 
a masterpiece of its kind, hewn out of the side of a rock, 
and, by means of numerous windings, reducing the steeps 
and hill-side to a gradient of not more than one in twenty, 
a limit that may not be exceeded. 



COMPETITORS IN THE RECENT L.B.C. v. C.U.Bi.C. RACES. 




close behind up a gradual ascent through the Rusten, a 
fine rocky gorge, wooded with Scotch firs and beeches, at 
the bottom of which the river Lougen foamed and fretted. 
About three miles up we passed over a bridge to the other 
side of the valley, and soon after joined the old road, which 
crosses a steep and dangerous hilL Hitherto the road had 
been of the latest construction ; but here, where the gorge 
opens into a dreary valley, covered with deposits of sand 
and stones and overgrown with stunted pines, we had to 
encounter a series of short, abrupt descents and corres- 
ponding ascents, the novelty of which was at first rather 
pleasing than otherwise. Down with a rush — a slight 
expenditure of energy, and the opposing summit was gained. 
The horses were not in it now ; and after a piece of level 



After leaving Broendhaugen the road was nearly level, 
varied only by one or two little hills and a few bridges, 
some of which being in the last stage of decline required a 
little care. Further on we crossed the river again by a new 
bridge, and passing through Dovre, a village remarkable for 
its church, a peculiar looking structure with a green spire, 
we arrived at Toftemoen. Tofte, the owner of the establish- 
ment, is said to be able to trace his descent from Harald 
Haarfager. We waited a short time for our friends, and 
leaving about eleven, we were soon toiling up the long ascent 
of about five or six miles which wound up to Dombaas, finely 
situated at the head of the Gudbransdal, the valley we had 
ascended, 2,040 feet above the sea-level, and twenty-one miles 
firom Laurgaard. The station lies some way off the road on 
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the left, and is a most important one on account of its 
position at the junction of the Romsdal and Throndhjem 
routes. The landlord, who could talk English, was highly- 
excited on seeing us, and asked no end of questions about 
the " instruments." We met an American afterwards, who 
stopped for lunch there the following day. " The landlord," 
he said, "had bicycle on the brain, and could talk of 
nothing else ; " but at last he managed to silence him and 
get something to eat by telling him that he guessed he'd 
better write it all down. Our host treated us to a hearty 
cheer when we mounted and rode off, after some slight re- 
freshment. Between here and Stueflaaten, at the head of 
the Romsdal, the scenery is not of a very interesting cha- 
racter, as the road traverses the whole length of the 
watershed between the two valleys. 

Down, up, down, all gradual, over a new road, through 
pine woods, and we arrived at Holaker, seven miles on, 
where we had lunch after a bathe in the river, which runs 
some way below the station. 

We left about half-past two, under a broiling sun. A 
long but easy ascent over a finely-wooded hill terminated 
in a gradual descent to Holset, which lies down a steep 
pitch on the left of the road. From here to Lesje Jemvoerk 
(ironworks) was by far the worst stage on the road ; in 
fact, the only one that was really bad. The first two miles 
were good and level, and we were nearly congratulating 
ourselves that the sand we had heard so much of was a 
myth after all, when a slight dip in the road, as it entered 
a pine wood, brought us face to face, nearly in two senses 
of the words. Not a vestige of firm ground at the side ; 
the whole was one track of deep sand through a pine forest, 
and over a succession of short, steep hills. The only way 
we could get our machines up was by lifting the hind wheel 
off the ground, and taking them up with a rush. However, 
we did manage to reach Lesje Jemvoerk at last, the road 
improving slightly towards the end, the seven miles from 
Holset having taken over an hour and a half. 

The station house is prettily situated, and commands a 
good view of the lake, which here fills up the basin of the 
valley. 

It looked, moreover, very comfortable, and we required 
all the resolution we could muster to push on to Molmeu, 
where we had arranged with our friends in thorcarrioles to 
spend the night. They had beaten us over the last stage, 
the Norwegian horses seeming rather to like the sand than 
otherwise. Though the road was rather loose, and there 
were one or two abrupt pitches, it seemed almost perfection 
after our late experiences, and we were not long in covering 
the distance, and reached Molmeu, 52 miles from Laurgaard, 
shortly after six o'clock. 

After a capital supper, and a stroll in the woods, we were 
astonished to find the natives flocking in to view the 
bicycles. From the amount of chattering they made our 
impromptu levee that evening must be considered a decided 



success. However, we were not sorry to wish them good- 
night, and after our recent exertions we hardly needed the 
soothing sound of a neighbouring waterfall to lull us to 
sleep. 

(To be cofUinued.) 



SATURDAY RUNS. 



N.E. DiSTBICT. 

On Saturday last only two members turned up at Syborn's 
Comer, the remainder of the riding men we supposed were 
away enjoying themselves at different seaside resorts. 
After holding two minutes* consultation we decided to 
ride by Walthamstow to Chingford, where we heard 
the balloon would be "let loose" which was talked of in 
the moming papers. Unfortunately we arrived just too 
late, but saw it going away when we were within a mile 
of Chingford. The crowd by the "Forest Hotel" was 
enormous, all with their heads turned up looking at the 
ascending gas-ball. Having stopped there five minutes we 
rode across Hillier's Bridge, through Tottenham, Homsey, 
Crouch End, Highgate, to Hampstead, and after numerous 
inquiries found ourselves at the gate of " Oak Hill House," 
where we were heartily welcomed by the N.W. District 
Captain, at whose hospitable table we had the pleasure of 
meeting about twenty of our W. and N.W. fellow-members. 
Music and tobacco succeeded to tea, with songs from 
Alison, Newman, W. T. Thom, Millar, and others. At 
10.30 we left, after a most agreeable evening. Present : 
R. M. Long and Ernest Baereti, District Captain. 



N.W. DiSTKior. 
Sept. 4 — Saturday last was one of the hottest days we 
have experienced this year, and the five members who 
started from the Heath certainly found it so before Harlesden 
Green was reached. Three W. members, and two more 
N.W. joined us at this place, whence we ran on by Willesden 
church and Neasden to Kingsbury church. This small 
edifice having been inspected, and everybody having strained 
their eyes well to try and catch a glimpse of the vegetable 
marrows, etc., that were adoming the inside, the next 
move was down a lane close by to the "Welsh Harp," 
where we laid on the top of the embankment for a long 
time, basking in the sun, and watched a balloon being 
inflated at the other end of the " Harp." Three other 
balloons were sighted during our stay here, but the one in 
question positively refused to stir, so at last we moved on 
instead. Running through the lanes, which were everywhere 
bad and loose, the Edgware Road was struck at the " Bald- 
faced Stag," and the run back to Hampstead (17 miles), 
made by Colling Deep Lane, Hendon, Bridge Lane, Wild 
Hatch Lane, and Golder's Hill, near which place a " Timber- 
lake " backbone suddenly astonished its owner by snapping 
clean off in the middle, and depositing him quietly on the 
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road Five members out of uniform had already arrived 
at Oak Hill House. Millar came in later^ and the N.E. 
District Captainand oneof his men rode up soon after. Seven- 
teen members in all sat down to tea, after which the company 
adjourned to the drawing-room, and several members were 
good enough to give the rest the benefit of their vocal powers. 
Twenty-four members had signified their intention of being 
present. 

Present : JV. JK, Long and Ernest Barrett, District Captain ; 
W. Cleaver, Jahn, W. T. Thorn, and E. Scott; 8,K, Ashley 
Barrett; N. W., Alison, Anderson, Marchant, Millar, C. New- 
man, R. Newman, E. H. Pollock, Sewell, Shaw, W. J. 
Williams, and Noemak B. 'Moreis, District Captain. 

Note. — ^We meet the S.W. next Saturday, at Ickenham, 
not Iver, and shall call at Black Pot Hill at the usual time. 
Accommodation at Ickenham is very good, and the run' 
will be shorter. 



S.W. DiSTEICT. 

September 4th. Four members started at 4.30 from the 
" Griffin " for Ockham, taking the main road, as the surface 
via St. George's Hill was thought to be getting loose. One 
man soon turned off, murmuring something which sounded 
like " lawn tennis." Taylor was found waiting on Esher 
Hill, and at Cobham a well-known ''Wanderer" joined 
company. Surface fair, though rather rough, to Cobham ; 
thence by Red Hill and the Hut very good. Weeks and 
the " Wanderer " went on to Bipley. The remainder 
turned to the "Hautbois," and after prospecting the 
garden had a quiet tea in a corner of the large hall while 
hearing the experiences of a member just fresh from the 
Rhineland. No one eke turned up, and the trio re-mounted 
at about 7.25, and separated at Kingston market-place 
shortly before 9. Present during some part of the run : 
Jennings, RoUs, Ryan, Taylor, Weeks, and one visitor. 

Next Saturday (the 11th) we are to meet the N.W. at 
Ickenham (in lieu of Iver, as first fixed), and it is hoped 
that men who have returned fix>m their holidays, and the 
few who may not yet have gone, will turn up freely. 
Ickenham is the little place with which the N.W. were so 
pleased a few weeks ago that they have decided to pay it a 
second visit. The distance is moderate, the roads are likely 
to be good, and there will be a young moon. The meeting- 
place is not at Hanworth village, but about half a mile to 
the north, on the road from Hampton and Twickenham to 
Feltham. Coming from Twickenham, turn to right at the 
" Hope and Anchor," and stop at the next cross road. The 
route will be by Hatton, Harlington, Gould Green, and 
Hillingdon. 

S.E. DiSTEiOT,— Ceoydon Division. 

Two members, J. Kinder and D. R Smith, rode to the 

starting place, and finding no one there changed the run by 

mutual consent to Foot's Cray, which was reached without 

adventure. Another couple, A. D. and J. F. Butler, passed 



through Croydon rather later, and carried out the run to 
the top of Reigate Hill, where they saw Gazenove, The 
O'Reilly, Nevill, Reynolds, and Rucker — ^the three latter 
having successfully ridden up the hill. 

F. M. Williams, District Captain. 

A slow party, consisting of the District Captain and some 
others, will leave Caterham Junction on Saturday next, a 
quarter of an hour after the fl3ring division, which starts at 
five p.m. for East Grinstead. The Brighton contingent will 
probably appear in force at tea, at the "Railway Hotel" 
Blackheath Division. 

The Dover road having suffered less than most others 
from the want of rain, this Division had a pleasant run to 
Greenhithe. Good accomodation is obtainable at the 
" White Hart," where there is a pleasant room overlooking 
the river. Next door to the inn is a Franciscan establish- 
ment, but we were unable to ascertain whether it belongs to 
Gruggen's or to McCullum Hill's branch of the order. 
Present : Stephen Smith and one visitor. 

Sept. 18. — Run to Purfleet to meet the N.E. 

The Croydon Division will meet at Central Croydon at. 
3.45, instead of 4.10 p.m. The Blackheath Division will 
meet at 4.30 p.m. Both divisions joining forces at Crayford, 
from which place they will ride vid Dartford to the "Long 
Reach Hotel," where the bicycles will be left, and from 
where the river will be crossed to the "Royal Hotel," 
Purfleet. The roads are reported in good order, and several 
members have abeady announced their intention of scoring 
an attendance. 

One thing even worse than " 'Any on ossback " is the 
native on the bicycle. How often do I see of an evening 
the dusky demon coming tearing up past the Accountant 
General's office, on an infuriated machine like a slice off a 
phaeton that has bolted with its coachman ! Here he comes 
heading for the mall, his cupras, white or otherwise, flaunt- 
ing in the breeze, and a pair of black naked spindle shanks 
working up and down like a soorkee mill, while the wheels 
sway and wander in serpentining fashion all over the road. 
Which way will the accursed thing travel ? On which side 
will the demon pass me ? My old horse, that will face a 
haystack, and even calmly smile at the time gun, snorts 
with terror and apprehension as the monstrosity approaches. 
His ears become more and more pointed, his neck bent and 
his back lowered for a — ^Bang ! there, he has me into the 
railings, and I nearly annihilate an ayah and three sweet 
children, out for a walk, when it really is not my fault at 
all. If ever I hear of a native breaking his neck ofif a 
bicycle, I shall wave the pump handle furiously, and remark 
Ha ! Ha t — Civil and Military Gazette, July 24, 

EXCHANGE LIST. 
For sale, a 56-inch " Humber " (all bright) in perfect con- 
dition, light Roadster. Price £l3. — apply to F. W. Nicholson, 
St. Edmund's, Upper Richmond Road, Putney, S.W. 
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FIXTURES FOR CLUB MEETS. 



Date. 



N.E. 



N.W. 



I 



8.80 Jjetk Bridge 
Road, 8.45 6y- 
bom'e Corner, for 
Abridge. 



8.45 "Jack StrBW^g 
Caeae/'forlcken- 
Meet aw. 



W. 



S.W. 



S.R 

Croydon DivuioiL 



8.45, Hammenmiih 
Bridgets. Side, for 
Wftlton-on-the- 
wni . 



4.80,Cn)a8Rd.,N.£. 
comer ofHan worth 
PaikyforldcenlMUii. 
Meet N.W. 



4.10 Central Croy- 
don Station for 
BMtGxinttead. 



8.S. 

Bladdbeath Dimon 



4.0. 'HareftBilkt' 
for gtoilngfiaifi. 



STRAY NOTES. 
" On the 5th instant, at 6, Heathfield Gardens, Hampstead 

Heath, the Wife of Henry Edward Millar, of a son." 

• ••••• 

On Friday erenings, between seven and half-past eight 
o'clock, some L.B.G. men are nsaally to be found at the 

Charing Cross Swimming Batii. 

• ••••• 

The unlucky accident which marred Gortis's chance of 
covering twenty miles in the hour last week, is greatly to be 
regretted. Its accomplishment would have directly benefited 
bicyclists, by increasing the estimation in which our sport 
is held by the non-riding public. The latter is impressed 
by power, however manifested, and had he succeeded, it 
would have leaned more favourably to the arrangement in 
steel and rubber which enables a man to beat th^ fastest 
Trotter. A racing member the other day said he was more 
cut up by the misfortune of the Amateur Champion, than 

by the recent disaster to the British Troops in Afghanistan. 

• ••••• 

At the forthcoming Purfleet Meet of the S.E. and N.R, 
it is rumoured that the novel element of yachting will be 

introduced into the programme. 

• «•••• 

The annual entertainment of the Otter Swimming Club 
will take place at the St. Marylebone Baths on Tuesday, 

October 5th, commencing at seven p.m. sharp. 

• • • • • • 

The use of " Patter Books " by harmonious members is 
gaining ground, and a very good plan it is. To the man 
with a voice but without a memory, an MS. ''book of the 
words" is as needful as spanner or oil-can, to enable him to 

do proper duty at a Club Meet. 

• ••«•« 

(From a contemporary) : " Newbury Bicycle Club. On 
Tuesday evening, the dlst ultimo, the Annual Bace for the 
Challenge Cup and Badge of this Club was run, the course 
being along the Bath Road, from Jack's Booth, which is 
situated between the Theale and Aldermaston stations of 
the Great Western Railway, to Newbury, a distance of 
ten miles." This would suggest that our scare, anent the 
interference of the local authorities on Whit Monday last, 

might not have been well founded. 

• ••••• 

A member communicates the following '' Notes at the 
Gloucester A.A.C." :— 
The Spa Grounds are large and weUnsuited for all 



athletics, but not for bicycle races. A grass course £urly 
good, but possessing one or two bad places which, as usuab 
caused a few cfpills. The starting arrangements were bad, 
as on one occasion the bell was being rung for a race at the 
same time as the starter fired off the pistol In other races 
the bell was not rung at all, as was the case in your humble 
servant's heat in the One Mile Bicycle Race, and while 
waiting for the same he was surprised to find the race had 
already commenced. Several others were cut out of their 
races in the same way. The attendance of visitors was large, 
and the weather all that could be desired. Most of the 

competiton were local men. 

L'HOMiiE qm BIT. 

From the " SpofUman.** 
THE CBYSTAL PALACE BICYCLE TRACK. 
Sib, — I have observed a rtatement that the CryBtid Palace Company 
intend to lay down a track for bicycle racing. WiU yon allow me to 
express an earnest hope that this track wiU not be made of dnders, bat 
of graveL GraTel is if anything the faster of the two snbstanoes 
(witness the times done on the Cambridge path), and has the great 
advantage that the wounds cansed by falling on it are not nearly so 
likely to fester as those cansed by cinders, to say nothing of the per- 
manent disfigurement often produced by the latter. I feel sure that, 
courts paribuB, there wiU always be more entries for a race on gravel 
than on a cinder path. — ^Yours truly, 

H. B. BxTHOLDB, D.B.B.C. and LyB.C. 
Longcroft, Banstead, September 4. 



Erbatxtm. — In the article ''Across Norway,'' in last 
week's Gazette, p. 196, for " supper at the Hotel of Eirtem, 
cold dishes in the Norwegian style," read "supp&t at the 
hotel, of thirteen dishes," etc. ; and for '' Molu " read 
"Moen." 

ANSWER TO CORRESPONDENT. 
C. B. Wheeler. — ^Thanks ; very glad of more. 



NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
All contributions must be addressed to ** The Editor, L.B.C. Gazette, 
35, Eastcheap, E.C.," and must bear the name of Uie author, though not 
necessarily for insertion. They must be written on one side of the 
paper only, and, if immediate insertion is desired, must be received not 
later Uian Wednesday morning. Messrs. Darling supply portfolios in 
which unbound copies of the CrAZmE may be kept ; cost is 2s. ; stamped 
on outside with the Club badge. There are stiU a few coven for 1878, 
and members can be supplied with back numbers of the Gazztti at the 
cost of Id. each. 

Printed for the Proprietors by Dabliko & Son, at the liinerva Steam 
Printing Office, 85, Eastcheiqp, London, E.C.^8eptamber 10, 1680. 
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THE MARKET BASKET. 

"The bicycle makes you all so selfish— a man never 
thinks about anyone else when he has got liis bicycle/' said 
a young lady to me the other day ; and "Bicycles are such 
useless things/' is an observation so common that I need, I 
suppose, hardly quote chapter and verse for it ; with which 
preliminary I will proceed to show cause to the contrary, 
and indicate one of the numerous uses to which it may be 
put, and is put by yours the undersigned. As I told you 
in my last, I am located " eight miles from anywhere," and 
under those circumstances I took my 'cycle down for useful 
purposes. Accordingly, one morning I am told with a 
pitiful face that bread is " out," a prospect which, with a 
large party, is cheerful, and there are various and sundry 
other matters which, unless they are ordered on that par- 
ticular day, will not arrive next day, and therefore not till 
about five days later, "which is absurd." The premises are 
therefore searched for the best carrying machine, and a 
large sort of bag or knapsack is decided on, with which on 
my back I start for Inverary. The road was a strange one, 
and a little uncertainty rested over its condition, but on 
this particular point I was soon set at rest ; a steady down 
hill, with a good hard road, macadam it is true, but not of 
the abominable Lea Bridge Road style, with holes deep 
enough to hide any reasonable quantity of goods in from 
time to time, but the real style, made with small stones and 
well built, such as the original MacAdam did invent. It is 
true that a road all downhill one way has a tendency to be 
the opposite the other, but one does not think of that sort 



of thing. On reaching Inverary I proceed to load up with 
bread, sugar, and other necessaries of life till my bag is well 
filled, and weighs about as much as an ordinary knapsack 
and a half, and then in a slight drizzle I start home — ^but 
travelling up-hill with a large parcel banging on your back 
is not easy work, and it takes a much longer time to return 
than go. The result, as I stated at the beginning hereof, 
is the relief of the otherwise distressed garrison, and 
demonstrative proof of the usefulness of our machines. I 
need hardly say this is not a solitary instance, but I could 
multiply same to order ; but I trust the above will serve 
the desired purpose. An Essex Member. 



"PER MARE, PER TERRAM." 
It is always best to start with a Latin quotation, — it 
imparts tone to your little efibrt. I am not thick at Latin 
myself; "Balbus was building a wall" fully extends me, 
and then I funk the comers. I have asked our Editor to 
straighten out the above if there is anything wrong. 

If the intelligent New Zealander had been loafing on 
Richmond Bridge on a sunny moroing in September, he 
would have seen four L.B.G. men and " Otters " to boot 
assembling on the river bank. It was a gorgeous sight ; 
the qK)tless purity of their immaculate flannel bags was 
unmarred by the contaminating influence of the sliding 
seat. There was Newman, his little brother the N.W. 
infant, Cleaver and yours truly. Thorn was originally down 
in the bills, but he scratched. Cleaver only came at the 
last minute, and just saved the W. from being written down 
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a " Mrs. Harris " of a district on the river as well as on the 
road. At starting we had a foul wind and tide, but, urged 
by the brawny arms of the Brothers Newman, our frail bark 
swiftly cleft the "ragin' billers," and we had good sport 
racing islands and punts and trees on the bank ; however, 
we soon sighted Teddington Lock on the port bow, and 
having belayed the binnacle and hauled down a couple of 
reefs in the spinnaker jib boom, we had the rollers on our 
weather lee and went ashore. Soon after passing the lock 
the sight of the bathing creek wa* too much for our " Otter " 
minds, and we soon were plugging up and down to the 
edification of the rustics. 

On re-embarking, we pursued the even tenour of our way, 
enlivening it with "feast of reason and flow of soul," with a 
good deal of nonsense sandwiched in between, and arrived at 
Halliford ready for business. Selecting a grassy bank, we 
bent our jaw-tackle and were soon hard at work. Just as 
we were nicely settled it began to rain, and a chimney we 
had not noticed commenced to pour forth volumes of black 
smoke. This was rather up against us; but the rain 
stopped and the wind shifted, so that by the time we had 
got down to the walnuts we felt once more as if life was all 
bright and beautiful, and sorrow was of no account. 

On the return journey, Cleaver, when steering, was seized 
with a wild desire to go for anything that oflfered a fair 
mark, punts especially— he was particularly rabid with 
regard to punts ; he calmed down ultimately. An L.B.C. 
man was sighted in a punt, gloating at a float, and 
apparently engaged in snaring the wily roach. 

About Hampton Court we came upon 'Arry. A pew full 
was seen in the distance, meandering about the river in a 
comprehensive sort of way, and the reason was soon 
apparent. Four 'Arries were propelling this junk, but they 
were untrammelled by the conventionalities which influence 
ordinary rowing men, in the matter of time for instance, for 
each put in liia bit of work according to the dictates of his 
own sweet will, and then proceeded to lubricate his hands 
while another took up the running. The balance were 
singing, the leading gentleman possessing a voice like 
Balaam's ass in his youth, when his voice was breaking. 
It is not on record, I know, that that gifted quadruped 
ever did sing, but they did not run Society papers in those 
days ; this was a pity, for an article, " Balaam's Ass at 
Home" would have been fraught with interest to the 
million. In the absence of evidence to the contrary, I say 
he did sing. When he was at home in the evenings and 
felt anyways dull and lonely, or when he was in the field 
with the other fellows' donkeys, he would naturally let off 
a bar or two just to show what a nailer he was, and how he 
could just lay over them if he chose. The same feelings 
that animate human beings are often found in animals, 
asses included, and vice-veisl I have observed this 
amongst my personal friends frequently. 

The well-informed reader may possibly think that 



these details aro unnecessary, but my desire in writing 
is to instruct as well as amuse, and there are several 
members of the L.B.C. who are lamentably deficient in 
their knowledge of the minor episodes of Scripture history, 
and will never be persuaded to learn unless they are de- 
frauded into it. At Surbiton we saw Hindley fishing ; at 
least a man was fishing, and Hindley was standing around 
superintending, ready to bear a hand with gaff or landing 
net. The sportsman had landed a fish three inches long, 
and Hindley was beginning to think the entertainment 
rather a frost. When a fellow goes fishing in the Thames 
off the bank he ought to have the doctor's assurance that 
his heart is all right, for the delirious excitement might 
prove fatal at any moment. 

We performed the rest of our journey without incident, 
and arrived at dusk, all agreeing that the expedition was a 
success. Personally I do not remember having enjoyed 
myself so much since I had the measles. 

W. R. Sbwell. 



OLD TALES RETOLD. 

NO. IV. — k PRB-HISTOBIC GENERAL HEETING. 

An annual general meeting of the London Bicycle Club 
was held at 44, Pall Mall, on the 10th January, 1877, 
Mr. James Inwards in the chair. 

The Captain and Secretary read their reports, and the 
Treasurer tlie balance-sheet, showing a balance in hand of 
£7 7s. 5d. These were adopted by the meeting. 

Mr. A. 0. Ward made a suggestion which was agreed to 
by the meeting, that the report and balance-sheet for the 
next year be in the hands of the members before the next 
general meeting, so that they may come to the meeting 
prepared to ask for an explanation of any of the details. 

It was proposed by Mr. Millar, seconded by Mr. Nairn, 
and resolved, that on the recommendation of the Committee 
the following be added to the Rules : — " That in Club runs 
and races no riding on the foot-paths be allowed, and that 
any member breaking this rule in a race be disqualified." 

Mr. A. W. Barrett proposed, Mr. C. C. Pitch seconded, 
but on being put to the meeting it was not carried, " That 
this rule do not apply to the race for the London Bicycle 
Club gold medals." 

It was proposed by Mr. A. Adams, seconded by Mr. 
W. A. Smith, and resolved, that on the recommendation of 
the Committee the following be added to the Rules : — 
''That any gentleman desiring to join the Club by re- 
ferences be requested to attend at least two meets on 
probation, and that no member of less than six months 
standing propose a candidate for election." 

It was proposed by Mr. A. 0. Ward,* seconded by Mr. 
0. P. Coleman, and resolved, that on the recommendation 
of the Committee the following be added to the Rules : — 
" That no member represent the London Bicycle Club at 
any race meeting without the permission of the Captain." 
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It was proposed by Mr. C. W. Nairn, seconded by Mr. 
W. A. Smith, and resolved, "That a fifth division for the 
purposes of Club runs be formed, to be called the Western 
Division, to include the whole area bounded on the south 
by the River Thames, from Charmg Cross to Kew Bridge ; 
on the north by the Euston and Marylebone roads, Chapel 
Street, and the Harrow Boad to Harlesden village, and 
thence by an imaginary line to the "BeU" at Ealing ; on 
the east by St. Martin's Lane, Great and Little 
St. Andrew's streets, and Tottenham Court Road to its 
junction with Euston Road ; on the west by Gunnersbury 
Lane and the high road to Kew Bridge." 

It was proposed by Mr. J. Williams, Junr., seconded by 
Mr. Wyndham, and resolved, "That for the future the 
post of Captain be decided by election instead of by racing 
as heretofore." 

It was also proposed by Mr. J. Williams, Junr., and 
seconded by Mr. Wyndham, " That the elections for 
Captain and District Captains do take place forthwith ; 
that the appointments to be for one year, and that the 
voting be in a manner similar to that adopted at the 
election of District Captains for 1876, viz. : by post-card 
ballot. 

An amendment was proposed by Mr. A. W. Barrett, 
seconded by Mr. W. A. Smith, and carried, " That the elec- 
tions for Captain and District Captains do take place this 
evening, and that the appointment be for one year only." 

The question of the advisability of increasing the annual 
subscription to one guinea was discussed. Mr. Millar pro- 
posed, Mr. Nairn seconded, and it was resolved, "That 
entrance fee and subscription remain as heretofore." 

The President then vacated the chair and Mr. A. D. 
Butler was voted to his place, when the meeting proceeded 
to the election of officers and committee. 

Mr. Jolly proposed, and Mr. Millar seconded, " That Mr. 
James Inwards be re-elected President." Mr. Inwards, 
however, declined, stating that numerous calls upon his 
time would prevent his devoting sufficient attention to the 
duties of the office. 

It was then proposed by Mr. C. W. Nairn, seconded by 
Mr. A. 0. Ward, and resolved, " That the best thanks of 
the meeting be given to Mr. James Inwards for the services 
which he has rendered to the London Bicycle Club as 
President. 

Mr. C. W. Nairn proposed, and Mr. W. Wyndham 
seconded, Mr. M. D. Rucker, Jun., for Captain. 

It was proposed by Mr. W. A. Smith, seconded by Mr. 
Millar, and eventually carried, "That the election for 
Captain be by ballot." An amendment proposed by 
Mr. Jolly, and seconded by Mr. A. 0. Ward, was lost. 

Messrs. C. W. Nairn and A. Adama^ were appointed 
scrutineers, and the ballot was taken, the result being that 
Mr. M. D. Rucker, Jun. was elected Captain by a majority 
of eight votes. 



Mr. Millar proposed, Mr. Nairn seconded, and it was 
resolved, " That Mr. E. Tegetmeier be re-elected Treasurer." 

Proposed by Mr. J. Williams, Jun., seconded by Mr. S. 
Evans, and resolved, "That Mr. P. Jolly be re-elected 
Secretary. 

The following gentlemen were recommended by the 
Committee to serve as District Captains, and were elected 
unanimously :—N. W,, E. Tegetmeier ; N.E., F. Godlee ; 
PF., AsWey Barrett ; S. W., G. P. Coleman ; S.R, J. 
Williams, Jun. The following gentlemen were appointed 
as the Committee :— Messrs. H. E. Millar, J. W. Alison, 
E. H. Barrett, C. R. Hutchings, W. A. Smith, P. K. Lang- 
dale, W. J. F. Potts, H. Jennings, W. R Bishop, W. 
Wyndham, A. D. Butler, and C. Pollock, 



JOTTINGS BY A WHEEL-BOY. 

NO. I. — ^THE INNEE MAN. 

To a contemplative mind there is a certain amount of 
sadness, as well as truth, in the reflection that our apprecia- 
tion of the beautiful is strongly influenced by the length 
of time that has elapsed since our last meal ; and in no 
case is this so true as in 'cycling. I will defy a man to 
thorougldy enjoy a sunset who has ridden for five hours 
with nothing to eat. Once it was my privilege (?) to ride 
with a man who was an intense admirer of Nature, and 
who, having just finished a mighty lunch before mounting, 
was in a very good humour with himself and all the rest 
of the world (N.B. — / had started oflF in a hurry, and 
omitted that performance). We had ridden all afternoon 
at a good pace, and were nearing our destination, when 
most unfortunately the sun thought fit to set over some 
hills at our backs. This was too grand a scene to be passed 
over by my companion, who immediately began to exhaust 
all his five-syllabled adjectives in praise thereof, at the 
same time slowing up to four miles an hour, in order to 
twist his neck round with greater safety. I mildly suggested 
that he should try riding backwards, as that would afford 
him a good view of the scene, and might, perhaps, get us 
on a little faster. This advice, strange to say, he rejected 
with scorn, calling me a "barbarous, unappreciative, 
phlegmatic idiot," and wound up by getting off, the more 
thoroughly to enjoy the view. This was getting serious ; 
in vain did I try to tempt him with a description of the 
goodly feed awaiting us; all my eloquence was thrown 
away, and only drew from him the remark that I had 
"no more soul than a brickbat." I knew there was a 
vacancy somewhere inside me, but I hardly thought it was 
in the region of the soul. Finally, in despair, I observed 
that neither of us had a lamp, and we were " quite sure to 
be taken up." This did succeed in moving him, and at 
last I got to my tea ! though I fear I have held a lower 
place in his estimation ever since. Some day I will catch 
that man just before he goes in to dinner, and make liim 
ride over Marlboro' Downs with me against head-wind; 
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and as we go, I will disconrae to him about the beauties of 
the scenery. 

As may be gathered from the preceding incident, I am 
blessed with what is politely termed ''a good healthy 
appetite/' and Fearfiil and wonderful have been the things 
that I have sometimes tried in order to appease it. On one 
occasion I found myself with the afore-mentioned appetite 
at the Half-way House, between Canterbury and Dover, but 
as it was getting late I decided that a biscuit or two would 
satisfy my wants till I got in. So I dismounted and entered 
the inn, and having demanded a '' bitter " and some hard 
biscuits, sat down to wait. Soon mine hostess appeared, 
bearing in one hand a jug of beer, and in the other two or 
three mysterious things about the size of cheese-plates, and 
in colour something like the dirtiest part of the masonry of 
St. Paul's Cathedral. I gingerly took one up between my 
thumb and finger, and found that it would bend into all 
manner of shapes, but as for breaking it — ^you might as 
well try to break the sole of your boot ! I was somewhat 
astonished, and ventured to suggest that I had asked for 
" biscuits." " Well, them is ' biscuits,' " was the uncom- 
promising rejoinder. As I did not wish to wound the good 
dame's feelings I did not contradict her, bat put one into 
my pocket, with the intention of submitting it to a closer 
investigation outside. After five minutes' deep contempla- 
tion, during which I had looked at the matter— and the 
biscuit — ^in all possible lights, I decided that, after all, I 
was not so vsiy hungry, and would keep the delicacy for 
the present. And strange to say, that whenever I felt the 
pangs coming on, and took it out of my pocket, I would 
bend it albout a little, but always ended by arriving at the 
same conclusion. Never since that day have I ridden 
without that biscuit, and never has the contemplation of it 
fEkiled to satisfy the most violent cravings of hunger. 

But, oh ! ye mortals of weaker frames, whose legs are 
not steel, whose bodies are not of cast iron, has it ever been 
your lot to ride with a really " hard " man ? I did so once, 
and as ill-luck would have it, it was on a very hot day. 
We had ridden up a long hill, and at the top I remarked 
that it was very warm, to which the hard man assented, 
but took not the hint. My next observation approached 
somewhat nearer, " It is very funny— but— er— my mouth 
feels awfully dry ! " He bestowed on me a compassionate 
smile, but that was all. At last, in desperation, I came to 
the point, ** I'm blest if I don't stop and have a drink at 
the very next place I come to ! " Never shall I forget the 
look of indignation which he hurled at me, as, rising in his 
stirrups — I mean his treadles — he said, in a voice of the 
bitterest scorn, '' Can't you ride forty miles without having 
a liquor ? " I shrivelled up and spent the rest of the day 
in apologising. Since that time I have always, before pro- 
posing a ride to a man, made most minute inquiries as to 
whether his internal organisation is that of a human being 
or a camel. 



ACROSS NORWAY. 
(Gmtinued Jrom our last.) 

A thick mist enveloped the whole valley when we sallied 
out at six o'clodc next morning for a shower bath under 
the wheel of the saw mill adjoining the station-house ; but 
by the time we had break&sted and were ready to start 
the sky looked brighter, though heavy clouds were hanging 
on the tops of the mountains. 

Our landlord, after examining the machines carefully for 
a few minutes, bade us an abrupt farewell, and made off 
down the road. We understood his stratagem afterwards, 
when we found him posted half way down a miniature 
precipice strewn with a selection of boulders. A derisive 
smile flashed over his countenance as, with teeth firm set, 
we flew past him, half expecting to bring our ride to an 
untimely termination on the roughly hewn timbers of a 
debilitated-looking bridge, which seemed as if it were 
puposely constructed as a trap for the unwary. After 
another descent rather less steep, but of a similar pattern, 
which afforded the one who had pioneered down the former 
hill an opportunity of realising what a dignified sight the 
pair must have presented to the eye of the unsophisticated 
Norwegian, we had on the whole a first-rate road on to 
Stueflaaten. A slight recurrence of sand occasioned a 
dismount and a short walk over a bridge, where we rested 
awhile to watch the fish disporting themselves in the 
transparent water below ; and after a short ascent, winding 
through the rocks, we reached the summit of the pass, and 
were soon bowling along a splendid new road down towards 
the Atlantic. 

Stueflaaten lies up a steep hill to the right of the road, 
and is beautifully and romantically situated at the head of 
the Romsdal, and from here the road is splendidly engi- 
neered, and descends, with numerous windings, the steep 
side of the Bear's Cliff. The gloominess of the early morn- 
ing had passed off entirely, and the result was a lovely day, 
which enabled us better to appreciate the magnificent 
scenery. Beneath us the Rauma formed a series of cascades 
as it rushed impetuously down its rocky course. On either 
side rose the precipitous heights of the gorge, fringed with 
pine and birch. Down the valley before us we could see 
the giant mountains of the Romsdal, their summits flecked 
with thin white clouds, which in some places stood out 
against the bare black rock, and in others blended imper- 
ceptibly with the snow. 

We dismounted at the finger-post marking the approach 
to the Lower Slettafos, a fine waterfall, of which there is 
an excellent view from the bridge wluch spans the gorge 
below. A lazy half-hour soon slipped away, and, after a 
slight ascent of about one mile, we continued to descend 
past Ormen, where another fine fall, the Vermedalfos, 
comes sweeping diagonally down the mountain side opposite. 
About halfway on to Ratmark, which lies, as its name 
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implies, in a broader and more smiling part of the valley, 
the road is somewhat of an older t3rpe, and in one place 
had been completely carried away by a mountain torrent. 
A shoit walk was the result, and this was followed by 
several dismounts to open gates across the road, which 
were intended to keep separate the cattle of the various 
landholders. 

We arrived at eleven o'clock, not many minutes before 
the carrioles, and after ordering lunch we filled up the 
interval with a bathe out of a species of punt moored by 
the side of the river. Leaving at one o'clock we rode at 
first down a gradual descent, the road winding through 
a chaos of huge fragments of rock, probably the remains 
of some tremendous landslip, and then had a level run as 
far as Horgheim, which lies beneath the fix)wn of the 
imposing Troltinderne or Witches' Pinnacles, rising to an 
unbroken height of nearly six thousand feet, and hemmed 
in on the other by the Bomsdal Horn, a virgin peak 
that has hitherto defied the endeavours of all who have 
attempted to reach its summit. 

After resting here a little while to admire the scenery, 
we started on our last stage. The road continued level for 
some way, then descended gradually to Hotel Aak, where 
we alighted to call for our letters. A short ascent was 
followed by a capital run down, and in spurting past the 
carrioles in close company one of the horses shied into us 
and nearly brought us to grief. A new bridge carries the 
road to Veblungnoes to the other side of the river. We 
continued along the right bank, and after a slight rise, 
which brought us in sight of the sea, we rode down to Naes, 
about forty miles from Molmeii. We put up at Aandahl's 
Hotel and found it most comfortable, though our host 
himself was away on a visit to his mountain farm (or soeter) 
in the hills, where, according to the Norwegian custom, 
all his cattle were located for the summer months. After 
a bathe in the fjord, we obtained permission to attack a 
certain cherry tree in the hotel garden. Supper followed^ 
and when one of the party had completed his sketch of the 
Romsdal Horn, of which there is a capital view from the 
hotel door, we retired to rest. 

Saturday morning broke cold and dull, nevertheless we 
were up soon after six for a dip in the fjord. Breakfast 
finished, we essayed a little deep-sea fishing, and, with the 
aid of our boatman, Peterssen, who is a capital fellow, and 
speaks English remarkably well, we managed to capture 
three good-sized fish, one of which, a ood, with some diffi- 
culty we got our landlady to boil whole for our dinner in 
the English fashion. The Norwegians invariably cut the 
fish in slices, and then fry them. Our meal was scarcely 
finished when the sound of the steam-whistle warned us 
that it was time to start, so, after bidding farewell to our 
hostess, we hurried down to the steamer, where we found 
the whole place assembled to witness our departure. This 
tune we had little difficulty in getting our bicycles on board, 



as the vessel was lying alongside of an old warehouse. The 
passa^ to Molde took three and a half hours, the steamer 
touching at several places on the way. The clouds rather 
spoiled a fine retrospective view of the Romsdal mountains. 
We arrived at six, about the same time as the Lo/oten, the 
steamer from Thronheim, which was to take us on to 
Bergen. We were somewhat dismayed to find that the 
only way we could get our bicycles from one steamer to the 
other one was by means of a small boat. This proved a 
matter of some difficulty in a bubbling sea, but, after con- 
siderable anxiety, especially on the part of the owner of 
the plated " Humber," was at length safely accomplished. 
Molde was our northernmost point, and that night and the 
next day were spent in a pleasant coasting voyage, among 
islands, down to Bergen, which we reached about eleven 
o'clock on Sunday night. 

(To be continued.) 



[From the " B^eree"] 

There is some talk about another bicycle race between 
Keen and Cortis. Rumour has it that the amateur cham- 
pion is about to turn professional, then go to Australia, 
and make a pot of money there out of his extraordinary 
powers. I should not mention this had I not heard it three 
or four times in three or four totally distinct circles, were I 
not positive it is wrong, and did I not, in addition, feel that 
rumour is on this occasion a tool in the hands of men who 
dishke Cortis because lie is so much their superior, and who 
endeavour to do him injury whenever possible. Cortis was 
pretty roughly handled over his previous races with Keen ; 
and mayhap there is something besides envy in the present 
endeavour to upset his caste among gentlemen amateurs. 
After the recent decision of the Athletic Association, a race 
between an amateur and a professional seems difficult to 
arrange without the former losing his social status. It 
might be done, however, if no prize were offered, and the 
contest were under the supervision, say, of such a body as 
the Bicycle Union. The pro might be paid, win or lose, for 
his time and trouble, and the sawbones might strive simply 
for honour and glory. I fancy the experiment would be 
best left alone, liowever. Though a fervent admirer of 
mixed races in principle, I am decidedly opposed to one or 
two things which grow out of them in practice. We had 
enough of the accusations bound to be brought against a loser 
last time to make a fresh endeavour in the same direction 
extremely problematical. 

Mention of Cortis reminds me that no one seems to 
have discovered that in his. recent race at Surbiton the 
bicycle champion rode the &steat three and the fastest four 
miles yet known. His fifteenth, sixteenth, and seventeenth 
miles were ridden in 8 min. 46} sec. Previouslv to this the 
amateur best was 8 min. 54f sec. (Cortis's), and the profes- 
sional best 8 min. 55 sec. (Keen's). Going on, Cortis at 
Surbiton rode his eighteenth mile in 2 min. 56^ sec. thus 
giving him a record of four consecutive miles in 11 min. 43 
sec. Here Cortis beat himself and Keen again. His own 
previous best was 1 1 min. 51^ sec. ; Keen's was 12 min. 1 sec. 
This upheaval is worth noting, not only because credit 
should always be given where credit is due, but because 
partisans are already waking themselves up and taking sides 
as to the once peeriess pro and his present formidable 
amateur rival. What a lot of lies would be told and sworn 
to, were these two flyers once more to be pitted against 
each other ! 
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FIXTUBES FOR CLUB MEETS. 



Date. 



N.B, 



N.W. 



W. 



S.W. 



S.E. 
Croydon Division. 



I 



8.80 Lea Bridge 
Boad, 8.46 Sy- 
bom's Comer, for 
Puiileet MeetS.E. 



id 

C4 



8.80 Lea Bridge 
Koad, 8.45 Sy- 
bom'e Comer, for 
Chingford. 



S.E. 
Blackheath Division 



8.45 •'Jack Straw's 
Casae/' for Hare- 
field. 



8.45, Aoton Church, 
forWindsor. Meet 
S.W. 



8.45 " Jack Straw's 
Castle/' for Shen- 
ley. Meet W. 



8.45 Harlesden 
Green for Shenley. 
Meet N.W. 



4.80,CioasRd.,N.E. 
comer of Han worth 
Park, for Windsor. 
Meet W. 



4.80''GrifBn,''Eing 
ston, 4.0 for circa- 
lar run. 



3.45 Central Croy- 
don Station for 
Piufleet,MeetN.E. 
& Blackheath Div. 



4.10 Central Croy- 
don Station for 
Godstone. . Meet 
Blackheath Dir. 



4.10 Old Lewisham 
Church, for Pur- 
fleet Meet K.E. 
and Croydon Div. 



4.10 Old Lewisham 
Church, for €rod- 
stone. Meet Croy- 
don Diy. 



SATURDAY RUNS. 
N.E. District. 
. Sept. 11. Two N.W. members arrived at Sybom's 
Comer at 3.45, and were joiued in a few minutes by Jolly. 
A start was made at 3.55, and, as the afternoon seemed 
inclined to be damp^ Jolly turned off for Leytonstone, to 
look up the District Captain at his "diggings." A drizzle 
now came on, but not sufficiently to prevent the two 
foreigners from pursuing their journey. The usual route 
was followed to Chigwell, where Faxon stopped, whilst I 
ran on to Abridge. The roads all the wa^ were far better 
than one could have expected. The rain now began to 
come down in earnest, and rather improved them than 
otherwise. Turning in Abridge without dismounting, I 
made my way back to Faxon, and we spun home at a good 
pace, through pouring rain, by the same way as we had 
come, passing Syborn s Comer at 5.47. We both arrived 
at Highbury thoroughly soaked, and were only glad the 
run was not longer. Fresent: F. Jolly, R Faxon, and 
W. J. Williams. 

N.W. District. 

Sept. 11. Four members and a visitor might have been 
seen last Saturday crouching under the shelter of the trees 
opposite "Jack Straw's," but of these three only were 
foolish enough to face the elements, and endeavour to reach 
Ickenham if possible. FoUock and his brother, not thinking 
it good enough, wisely retired. The three made their way 
at a fast pace over heavy roads, through Neasden, Kings- 
bury, and Kenton, but the farther they went the harder it 
poured, and by the time Harrow was nearly reached they 
were soaked, had altogether had quite enough of it, and 
made straight for home by East Lane, Wembley Park, 
Neasden, and Willesden Green. Distance about 18 miles. 
Present : Alison, Nevill, and 

Norman B. Morris, District Captain. 

NoTB. — There are now only two more mns before the 
end of the official season, next Saturday's being a favourite 
mn, viz., Harefield, and, as the moon will be nearly full, 
then I hope we shall have a good muster, and severely tax 
Uncle Beveridge's resources. N. B. M, 

S.W. District. 
September 11th. — ^What an afternoon ! The District 
Captain found no one at the meeting-place at Hanworth 
Park ; rain falling persistently, with every appearance of 
weather going from bad to worse. He started at 4.50 for 
Ickenham, but after half an hour against a dead head wind 
it was concluded that no one, not even a N.W. man, would 
go through on such a day. H. Jennings, Dist. Capt. 



S.E, District. 

Fourteen men braved the elements on Saturday last, and 
rode to East Grinstead through one continued downpour of 
rain. A halt waa made at Caterham Junction, where P. J. 
Wheeler and W. d'A. Crofton, of the Dark Blue Club, were 
met, but unfortunately they were not able to accompany 
us. It was arranged that, instead of riding in regular Ulub 
procession, we should break loose for once and have a jolly 
smart mn to the District Retreat. Hindley, Barrett, and 
C. Brown, in the order mentioned, were the first to warn 
Mrs. Payne that the "Railway Hotel" would shortly 
be inundated by a number of very moist members, and 
great was the strain on the resources of the well-lmown 
hostelry to provide dry clothing for all. However, they 
did not break down, and I believe all fourteen men 
sat down fo tea in borrowed plumes, some of which 
were exceedingly wonderful. After the usual good tea, 
an adjournment was made to the drawing-room, and a 
pleasant evening was spent enlivened with songs, though 
we could not help missing the voices of one or two, 
till now, regular attendants, who were absent Present- 
Ashley Barrett, A. Barker, H. G. A. Brown, C. Brown, 
W. Johns, E. H. Hindley (N.E.), P. W. Morris (W.), The 
O'Reilly, J. C. Oswald, D. R Smith, Stephen Smith, Arthur 
Tylor, C, B. Wheeler, and 

F. M. Williams, District Captain. 

Purfleet Meet, 18th September.— Mr. David Barnes has 
undertaken to ferry the S.E. across the river from the 
" Long Reach Tavern," at a charge of 6d. per man and 3d. 
per bicycle. The fleet under his command will be at its 
moorings on the Kent side of the river at six p.m. 



PHOTOGRAPHS. 

The Woodbury-type of the L.B.C. v, C.U.BLC. com- 

Eetitors in last issue was printed from a negative supplied 
y the kindness of Mr. Trotter, by whom ako it was taken. 
The Editor desires to thank Messrs. Jennings, Oswald, 
Chippindale, W. T. Thorn, and Trotter, for their kind 
assistance in the insertion of the above. 

The S.E. Photos taken by Mr. Trotter are now ready, 
and will be forwarded by the Editor to any gentleman who 
wishes it. The price is 6d. per copy. 

Tour. — ^The Italian party would much like to hear of 
another member to complete their quartett. Distances will 
be very easy, and expenses not heavy : scenery and so forth 
it is needless to dilate upon. Apply to S,W. or N.W. 
District Captain. 
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A TOUR THROUGH FRANCE TO THE PYRENEES. 
(Continued from page 109 J 
The bicycling portion of this tour practically ended at 
Bagn^res de Bigorre, for the wheels proved of little 
advantage to us on our subsequent up-hill journey from 
here into the mountains, for the purpose of making the 
ascent of the Pic du Midi. But before concluding this 
already too lengthy story, it would perhaps be well to give 
a short account of a pedestrian excursion which was 
one of the most enjoyable portions of our expedition, 
both as regards the comparatively economical manner in 
which it was conducted, and the very favourable circum- 
stances under which we saw the splendid scenery through 
which we passed. Bagn^res de Bigorre has a very clean 
appearance, with its stone and whitewashed houses 
and wide open streets, partly screened from the sun 
by the trees at the sides of the roadway. The 
town is surrounded by wooded hills, through which the 
roads leading into it wend their way in varying declivities, 
which mostly require cautious riding ; the view from the 
hills of the town below and the distant mountains beyond 
is exceedingly picturesque. The " Hotel de France " here 
was clean and tolerably comfortable, but as the culinary 
department was beyond the control of the manageress 
(food being supplied by special contract), the meals were 
impunctual and indifferent, and as this town is a favourite 
resort of English and other visitors, who chiefly come to 
try the effect of the saline springs, the charges are corres- 
pondingly high. From one of the numerous balconies of this 
Hotel a view is obtained, on a clear day, of the Pic du Midi, 
towering above the many lesser promontories that surround 
it, and distant some twenty miles. The tables d'hdte here 
were amusing, and the company tolerably mixed. At the 
end of the table sat a clerical Briton in earnest conversa- 
tion with the lady on his right, whose marked English 
accent suggested the possibility of her having spent her 
earlier days among the wolds of Yorkshire, an inference 
which proved correct. They were engaged in a conversa- 
tion on the subject of tea, a beverage to which she appeared 
considerably partial, as she never travelled without a few 
pounds of some specially choice leaf with her — a precaution 
from which she had hitherto derived no inconsiderable 
benefit, but which had here proved a questionable advan- 
tage, as she could not induce the chrfde cuisine to recog- 
nise the necessity of brewing it on any approved principle. 
This failure of her repeated efforts had at length resulted 
in her feeling compelled to abandon her customary afternoon 
comfort and conform to the ordinary habits of the natives. 
Her discomfiture apparently aroused considerable sym- 
pathy. It was to the useful information that we after- 
wards derived from these would-be indulgents in this 
temperance beverage, that the success of our fij^t mountain 
scramble must to a large extent be attributed. We were 
told that the peak we proposed to visit was the second 



highest in the P3nrenean range, and 9,439 feet above the 
sea-level, this height being exceeded only by the Maladetta. 
Guides, we found, are expensive luxuries, costing about 
fifteen francs, or 12s. 6d. per day ; and as this 
expedition occupies two days, and the tourist is 
expected either to ride or drive to Grip, some fifteen 
miles distant, the whole proceeding would have been 
costly. It appears that guides can be dispensed with 
provided the traveller always keeps a certain telegraph wire 
as frequently in sight as the path will allow all along this 
ascent, for it takes a direct course to the '' Hotel du Pic 
du Midi," situate above the snow line, and about an hour's 
walk from the top of the peak. This hotel was our desti- 
nation on the first day's journey from Bagn&res, and here, in 
the early morning, visitors are aroused to complete the 
distance to the summit to see the sun rise, a sight not to 
be missed. Acting upon these directions, and being told 
that we could bicycle as Seut as Grip, and from thence take 
the path, we left Bagn^es de Bigorre at 10 a.m, an hour 
that was considered sufficiently early to admit of our reach- 
ing the hotel before sunset, which includes a walk from 
Grip, upwards of four hours' duration. The road from 
Bagn^res runs alongside the river Adour, and through 
the valley of that name to the little village of Grip. The 
surrounding scenery is beautifully diversified, abounding in 
cultivated fields and pastures — ^terminating at the source 
of the Adour, fed from a magnificent cascade beyond Grip. 
The road we followed has a fair surface, and is principally 
uphill; but the appearance of the mountains and their 
massive surroundings, on both sides of the valley, so deceive 
the eye with regard to the undulations, that but for the 
difficulty of propelling the machines we could scarcely 
have realised the fact that we were riding up a long incline 
nearly all the way. At Grip the bicycles had to be aban- 
doned and left under the care of the innkeeper, who 
suggested our carrying them upstairs and placing them in 
a bedroom for safety until our return from the mountain 
the following day, which we accordingly did. 

R. M. Gbuogeit. 
(To be continued.) 

RACING FIXTURES. 
Sept. 18th. — Surrey B.C. Autunm Race Meeting, Een- 

nington OvaL 
Sept. 25th.— Druids B.G., Stamford Bridge. One Mile 

Open. 
Oct. 2nd. — L.A.O. Autumn Meeting, Stamford Bridge. 
Nov. 6th. — L.A.C. Winter Meeting, Stamford Bridge. 

EXCHANGE LIST. 

For sale, a 56-inch " Humber " (all bright) in perfect con- 
dition, light Roadster. Price £13.— apply to F. W. Nicholson, 
St. Edmund's, Upper Richmond Road, Putney, S. W. 

Mind the Bobbies — ^Why ride in darkness ? For Sale. — 
Large sized "Salisbury" head-lamp, nearly new, cost 12s. 6d. 
Sale price 7s. 6d. — Apply to A. Koch, 107, Philbeach 
Gardens. First come, first served. 
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STRAY NOTES. 

Norfolk v. Suffolk. — Inter County Match. — This 
race took place recently between six representatives of each 
county, the course being from Norwich to Ipswich, a distance 
of forty-five milea Popplewell of the SuflFolk team was the 
first to arrive, in spite of a fi&Il he sustained, and as Norfolk 
only brought in one man of the first five, Suffolk won 
easily. 

Tempara Mutantur.—In 1876 the N.E. District of the 
L.B.C., according to a contemporary, sent fourteen men to 
one of its Club Meets. 

• ••••• 

The Treasurer mentions meeting J. L. Densham, formerly 
of " ours" in Sydney, which place J. L. D. has just left for 
England. Thfe Treasurer's return is, however, still un- 
certain. 

• •••«• 

Blinding rain and splashing gravel was the moi (Tordre 
for the ''examination in road riding" held on Saturday 
last by the energetic S.E. District Captain* At any hostel 
other than that of East Orinstead the hungry, saturated, 
and gravel-coated 'cyclists who requested hospitality would 
hardly have met with much favour, and the fact that forty-five 
L.6.C. men have called at the "Bailway Hotel" since Aug. 
1st shows pretty well our opinion of it. Music and wheel- 
talk were our reward in tiie drawing-room, but somehow 
the first did'nt go as it did in days of old — some of the old 
hands were absent, and so " our bark " did not "speed on." 
The deputy District Captain gave us a lesson in fortitude 
by starting alone, about nine p.m., for Blackheath, through 
rain and darkness. 

• ••••• 

A tip sent by the Captain from the North comes, un- 
luckily, a little late for the Reigate Trial. *' To ride a bad 
hill," he says, " get a friend to loose his bull at yuu in a 
field adjoining the road." Having tried this himself, a most 
gratifying ws-^-tergo was experienced, what time the beast 
was removing the gate in order to gain access to the chief. 
In addition to the bull at the foot of the hill he further 
characteristically suggests, in a notice marked " private," 
*' that the summit be decorated with a selection froTn sisters, 
cousins, etc. Thus," as he quaintly observes, " with ' youth 
at the prow and pleasure at the helm ' even Reigate or 
Muswell might be shorn of half his terrors." 

• ••••« 

Messrs. Chippindale and R. G. Francis formed the 

Norwegian couple. This for the benefit of inquiring 

friends. 

« « « • • • 

On Wednesday, 22nd inst., at 5 p.m., Mr. Cortis repeats 
his attempt to ride twenty miles in the hour on the 
Surbiton track. 



The six men, including ipse dolt fabricator, had a gay 
time of it at the Editorial Sticking Bee with tlie Editorial 
cigars. So delicate was their aroma that it could not have 
offended the most sensitive nostrils or have touched the 
wind of the most carefully " trained man." 

• ••••« 

Among the future changes in our Executive we may 
look for the appointment of an official "Stray Noter." 
Hitherto the work has been performed in both a lenient 
and vicarious manner. The Committee are to be con- 
gratulated on their recent decision to assign this most 
important task to an individual selected by themselves, and 
to discourage the " effusions of irresponsilble frivolity." As 
each District will be in turn completely ransacked by this 
officer it would be well for those whose armour has such 
flaws as will admit the shafts of satire to bestir themselves 
promptly. I distinctly foresee the time when harassed 
members will look back wistfully to the good old lenient 
days of L'homhe qui rtt. 



CorreBpmibtnxe. 

To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 

Sir, — ^The following is a pun, which the writer thinks 
worthy of preservation in the columns of the immortal 
L.B.C. Gazbttb : — A member's sister, on being U)V\ thjit, a 
race was to take place to-day to East Gri:,oicad, oKsorving 
the rain that was coming down, made the remark that 
" the men had better grin instead and stay at home." — 
I am. Sir, yours truly, The Sister's Sister. 

September 11th, 1880. 



ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Verax. — We regret we do not think it advisable to 
puUish your communication. It seems hardly appropriate 
to our columns. 

R. G. Francis.— Please send the remainder of Tour. 

M. — ^We regret we cannot insert communication. 



NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

All contribation8 most be Addressed to *' The Editor, L.B.C. Gazette, 
85, Eastch^ap, E.C.," and mtust bear the name of the author, ihotigh not 
neoessaiily for insertion. They mnst be written on one side of the 
paper only, and, if immediate insertion is desired, mnst be received not 
later than Wednesday morning. Messrs. Barling supply portfolios in 
which unbound copies of the Gazbttb may be kept ; cost Ib 2s. ; stamped 
on outside with the Club badge. There are stiU a few covers for 1878 
and members can be supplied with back numbers of the Gazbttb at the 
cost of Id. each. 
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COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee held on the 20th 
September, 

A letter was read from Mr. Arthur Adams, resigning his 
membership of the Club. The resignation was accepted^ 
and the Hon. Sec. was directed to write to Mr. Arthur 
Adams^ expressing the very great regret of the Committee 
at losing one of the oldest members of the Clnb, and one 
who had rendered the most valuable services to the L.B.C. 
in its early stages of existence. 

The resignations of Messrs. J. Franklin-Adams, E. A. 
Green, H. F. Smith,- and Dr. Bussell were also accepted. 

Messrs. T. Godlee, Ashley Barrett, and H. R. Boyce were 
appointed a Sub-Committee for the purposes of the Annual 
Club Dinner. It was decided (subject to alteration if 
necessary) to hold the Dinner on or about 8th December. 

Mr. Dalton's resignation of his seat on the Committee 
was accepted, and it was decided to ask Mr. R, Newman to 
take his place. 



L.B.C. DRAMATIC SOCIETY, 

The General Meeting adjourned from 7th July will be 
held at 35, Eastcheap, on Thursday, 7th October, at 6.30 p.m. 

As important business has to be transacted (including 
election of Committee and confirmation of the Rules) it is 
particularly requested that all members will make an effort 
to attend. 

Feed. W. Morbis, Hon. Sec. 



SURREY BICYCLE CLUB AUTUMN RACE MEETING. 
(From our Special Reporter). 

This well-known club scored another great success on 
Saturday last, the 18th September, as, in spite of a very 
wet morning, the spectators turned up literally by thou- 
sands, and some fighting took place at the entrance, as, of 
course, everybody wanted to get in at once. There must 
have been quite 5,000 people present to witness the 
racing, as it was well known if the "Demon" won the 
Challenge Gup this time it would become his property. 
Cortis seems to be as well and in better form than ever, 
and the way in which he mowed down the men in the 
final heat of the Mile was well worth seeing. There were 
sixty-eight entries for the Open Mile and only forty-six 
starters, who were divided into eight heats, the winner only 
being entitled to run in the final. The course being grass, 
owing to the continued downpour was in anything but 
good condition, which will account for the slow times in 
some of the heats. Thanks are due to the Executive for 
the way in which all arrangements were carried out, espe- 
cially in taking the trouble to run round with the heavy 
roller before the final heat of the Open Mile, and we are 
sure they must have felt highly amused at the reception 
they got from the spectators when the bell was rung for 
their last lap. Following are the details. The times were 
taken by our own representative. 

Heat 1 : G. R Oxx, Surrey B.C., 145 yards start, 1 ; 
W. Brown, Kent B.C., 120, 0; W. A. Heasman, Invicta B.C., 
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135^ 0. Ozx, starting with the lead, Icept it to the finish, 
and won by three yards. Time, 3 min. 22i sec. ' 

Heat 2: L. B. Reynolds, B.T.C., 150 yards start, 1 ; 
W. E. Fischer, Jun., Kent B.C., 130, ; J. P. Palmer, 
Chatteris B.C., 145, ; G. E. Watson, Surrey B.C., 150, 0. 
T. Gale, Kent B.C., 175, 0. Palmer came to grief in the 
first lap, Fischer going over him. Reynolds toolc the lead 
in the third lap, and won by three yards* Time, 3 min. 
28} sec. 

Heat 3 : T. C. Budd, Surrey B.C., 145 yards start, 1 ; 
J. R. Hamilton, Druids B.C., 50, ; 0. J. Hunter, Leather- 
head B.C., 115, ; H. Collins, Lambeth B.C., 130, ; 
J. W. E .Murray, Crusaders B.C., 165, ; J. S. Oxx, 
Surrey B.C., 175, 0. Budd ran into first place at half- 
distance, Hamilton gaining but little ground, Budd 
eventually winning by 30 yards. Time, 3 min. 25 sec. 

Heat 4 : H. L. Cortis, Wanderers B.C., scratch, 1 ; 
J. J. House, West L.B.C., 130 yards start, ; H. B. Clayson, 
Brixton B.C., 140, : H. A. Wilson, Rovers B.C., 145, ; 
P. W. CoUingwood, Surrey B.C., 150, 0; C. W. Coe, 
Brixton Ramblers B.C., 165, ; A. R. Reed, Kent B.C., 
180, 0. Cortis got on even terms with his men at the 
commencement of the third lap, and waiting till 100 yardi 
from home made a slight effort, and won by three yards. 
THme, 3 min. 26| sec. 

Heat 5 : P. E. Laver, Druids B.C., 105 yards start, 1 ; 
C. D. Vesey, Surrey B.C., 125, ; W. J. Trimley, Tredegar 
B.C., 130, ; B. Hewett, Surrey B.C., 140, ; W.Williams, 
Edipee B.C., 145, ; P. G. Dray, Brixton Ramblers B.C., 
150, 0.' Laver making his way through very quickly soon 
got in iront, and won by eight yards. Time, 3 min. 33} sec. 

Heat 6 : J. H. Craig, Eent B.C., 140 yards start, 1 ; 
T. Golder, Brixton B.C., 115, ; W. Agate, Crescent B.C., 
125, 0; C. Pry, Stanley B.C., 145, 0; T. J. Tomkins, 
Surrey B.C., 150, ; W. G. Tilt, Surrey B.C., 155, 0. 
Golder held the lead till half way through the kst lap, when 
Craig spurted and won by five yarda Time, 3 min. 27 sec. 

Heat 7 : W. J. Reilly, Tower Hamlets B.C., 90 yards 
start, t ; G. Beeson, Wanderers B.C., 145, t ; H. Huler, 
Anon B.C., 110, ; R. B. Wilkins, Lombard B.C., 125, ; 
H. Williams, Tooting B.C., 130, ; W. W. Scott, Imperial 
B.C., 136, ; E. J. Deer, Temple B.C., 150, 0. Reilly 
came away at a great pace, and taking things too easy, 
which nearly lost him the race (and which would certainly 
have been his own fault), made a dead heat of it with 
Beeson. Time, 3 min. 18 sec. 

Heat 8 : R. A. Woolnough, Rovers B.C., 95 yards start, 
J ; P. L. Billinghurat, Eent B.C., 115, ; J. C. Tacagni, 
Canonbury B.C., 145, ; A. R. Bishop, Anon B.C., 150, 0; 
P. B. Tilt, Brixton B.C., 180, ; A, Beeson, Wanderers 
B.C., 200, 0. Woolnough got the lead 200 yards from 
home, and won by six yards. Time, 3 min. 23| sec. 

Pinal Heat : Cortis, .1 ; Beeson, 2 ; Craig, 3. Cortis 
making a good start soon began to gain, and at the end of 



the second lap Beeson was leading, the others closing up. 
In the last lap Reilly, whose riding was very wild, seemed 
as if he was running into Laver, when he came to grief, and 
appeared to be very bad indeed, as he was carried off the 
ground in a chair, looking the picture of injured innocence. 
Cortis began mowing his men down in the last lap, and got 
the lead fifty yards from home, and won a most exciting 
race by two yards. Time, 3 min. 151 sec. 

Two MiLBs Handicap (Club). 
G. R. Oxx, 35 yards start, 1 ; T. C. Budd, scratch, 2 ; 
G. E. Watson, 55, 3. Oxx got the lead at end of third lap, 
and won easily by ten yards, fifteen yards between second 
and third. Time, 7 min. 58| sec. 

Ten Miles Scratch Race (Open) foe the £50 
Challenge Cup. 
H. L. Cortis, Wanderers B.C., 1 ; Lacy Hillier, Stanley 
B.C., 2 ; C. E Liles, Temple B.C., 3 ; J. R. Hamilton, 
Druids B.C., ; C. D. Vesey, Surrey B.C., ; G. R Oxx, 
Surrey B.C., 0. Hillier took the lead at starting for the 
first two and a half miles, when Cortis, waking up, ran 
right away and overlapped the lot at the fifth mile and 
there remained till the nnish, winning by nearly a lap, thus 
winning the cup three times, so now it becomes his own 
property. Times — 

1 mUe, 8 min. SS{ sec. 6 miles, 22 min. 26 mc. 

2 „ 7 min. 88{ sec 7 „ 26 min. 28f sec. 
8 „ 11 min. 52 see 8 „ 80 min. 46 mc. 
4 „ 14 min. 48i sec. 9 „ 85 min. H sec. 
6 „ 18 min. 87{ sec 10 „ 89min. 28f8ec 

Cortis holds the record for ten miles on grass, done at the 
Oval, Sept. 6th, 1879. Time, 34 min. 3l| sec. 

ACROSS JiOKWAY.—fConduikd.) 
On our arrival at Bergen, as the Lqfoten did not haul 
alongside the quay, we were obliged once more, like Csesar 
of old, to embark ourselves and fortunes in small boats. 
By this time we were getting quite proficient in the art, so 
managed the transit without much difficulty. On landing 
we wheeled our machines over very rough cobble paving to 
Holdt's Hotel, where we and our bicycles were comfortably 
lodged in what is called the Garden Room. This garden 
was rather different from an English one, being paved with 
stone, and having for its sole produce some veiy mangy- 
looking fowls. 

Three idle days at Bergen passed quickly away. On 
Monday we witnessed the public funeral of Ole Buhl, the 
once celebrated violinist, and on Tuesday evening we went 
to a concert given by Madame Ambr^ and Signer Bettini, 
who were enjoying the fine Norwegian breezes. The 
remainder of our time was spent in boating and bathing, 
and wandering about the town, which its position among 
the hills, its curious old quays and winding streets, renders 
picturesque in the extreme. 

Twelve o'clock on Wednesday night found us and our 
bicycles once more on board ship, and at one o'clock the 
Domino steamed out of harbour. We stayed on deck 
watching the lights of the town disappear in the distance, 
and then retired below for the night. Next morning there 
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there is capital accommodatioa at^he ''Black Lion." 
Beddes this, the WeBtera District will also meet us there. 
Personally, I shall hope to meet as many members as 
possible, particularly the regular attendants, as it will, 
I believe, be the last occasion on which I shall have the 
pleasure of acting as N.W. District Captain of the L.B.C. 

No&MAN B. Morris. 



S.W. District. ^^ 
Next Saturday, September 25th, is the last run of the 
season, and the Captain has promised to pay us a visit, so I 
hope everyone who can will turn up. Meet at the " Griffin," 
Kingston, at 4.15, and start at 4.30 to the minute. The 
run will be circular, returning to Kingston (probably) for 
tea about 6.30. H. Jennings, District Captain. 



S.E. District. 



The run last Saturday to meet the N.E. at Furfleet will 
not be forgotten for some time by the members that took 
part in it. Three members left Croydon at four p.m., or 
rather they tried to leave Croydon, for, going over the 
railway bridge, a coned rat-trap became suddenly refractory. 
After a quarter of an hour, during which Barker went home 
to fetch his lamp, which he had forgotten, the treadle con- 
sented to turn round, and all went well for another mile, 
when it again refused to move. There was nothing for it 
but to ride back with one leg and borrow another member's 
" Humber." At last, a little before five p.m., the division 
got away, but no sign was to be seen of Barker, save and 
except a deep track in the mud This track the couplet 
followed for miles up the Cray valley — where, by-the-by, 
the ''Crays" seemed to have increased and multiplied to a 
wonderful degree — to Bexley, which they mistook for Cray- 
ford. At Bexley, they took a turning to the right, up a 
fairly steep hill, on to a common, and so into Dartford, 
through which town they rode as far as the bridge, where 
they turned to the left, down Overy Street, and commenced 
a ride of 2^ miles to the boundary of the district, which 
took just three-quarters of an hour, and seemed like three 
times the distance. This road, or track, was a perfect dis- 
grace to Kent, and only worthy of our Editor's favourite 
resort — Canvey Island. 

The Naval Demonstration organised by Mr. Barnes had 
got tired of waiting, and had sought other waters, so a boat 
belonging to a coal barge was chartered at half the rate 
first demanded by the commander. Having hired the only 
boat in the place, the two belated wanderers thought they 
had got over all their troubles, but they were very much 
mistaken, for the tide had retreated about fifteen yards 
from the end of what they call, by courtesy, a jetty, and 
between it and the water there was a broad belt of real 
Thames mud. However, the bicycles were at last got on 
board, Tylor having carefully superintended the embark- 
ment^ and in a short time he and the other member were 



safely in the arms of the North Easters. Three other S.E. 
men had found their way to the " Boyal Hotel " by other 
routes, and soon after nine p.m. Barker appeared, having been 
about 17 miles out of his way. He was told at Dartford 
that Gravesend was the nearest place he could cross at, so to 
Gravesend he went. A telegram was received from Stephen 
Smith saying that he and his brother were waiting for the 
Croydon men at Crayford, which was unfortunate, as the 
Croydon Division had more or less lost their way, and had 
struck another road to Dartford without touching Crayford 
at all. The following S.E. men got to Furfleet : A. Barker, 
Ashley Barrett, J. C. Oswald, A. P. Trotter, A. 0. Tylor, 
and F. M. Williams, District Captain. 

Members are reminded that the run next Saturday to 
Godstone is the last official one of the season. The Croydon 
Division will wait for the Blackheath Division, wliich will 
leave old Lewisham Church at 3.30 p.m., arriving at 
Croydon about 420 p.m. 

S.E. DiSTBiOT.— -Blaokhbath Division. 
The two Blackheath men who reached Crayford by 
appointment at 5.30 spent a chilly hour waiting for their 
Croydon friends, and then decided to send a telegram to 
Furfleet and to ride along the road towards Croydon, in the 
hope of meeting the missing division. As nothing was 
heard of them the pair turned ofl* at Bexley, and rode home 
via Eltham. Fresent, Douglas and Stephen Smith. 



A TOUR THROUGH FRANCE TO THE PYRENEES. 
(OmdudedJ 
This ride from Bagn^res, from its up-hill nature, had 
occupied more time than we had anticipated, and it was 
not until 2.30 p.m. that we had completed a very necessary 
meal, and were ready to commence our four hours' climb, 
so that there was no time to lose. Beyond this only inn 
at Grip the carriage road should be followed for about half 
a mile, and then the rule of keeping the telegraph wires in 
view strictly adhered to, notwithstanding the fact that 
there is no path where the wires leave the road, but only a 
sloping hill. Here we lost time, for seeing no path or 
turning indicated we continued to follow the road, and 
soon found ourselves in front of the lovely cascade before 
mentioned, formed by a swift mountain stream, precipitating 
itself from an. immense height, over rocks and crags, into 
the valley below us. There is a bridge in front of this 
splendid fall, where the eharming influence of the torrent • 
can be appreciated, and from whence a full view of the 
fall is obtained. The scene was magnificent, and well 
repaid us for our detour, but at the same time lost 
us an hour or so of daylight which we should have 
endeavoured to save. Retracing our steps, we now 
strictly followed instructions and kept close to the wires, 
which soon brought us to a narrow path, through a 
lovely valley, and alongside a swift mountain streamlet. 
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Here the scenery became very rucged and wild, the only 
habitations being a few shepherds' huts scattered here and 
there. After following this track for some half hour we 
met a solitar3r shepherd, and were gratified on hearing that 
we were now in the right course at the advanced hour of 
5.30 p.m., and a distance to cover which was computed to 
take US some three hours longer. The path soon crossed 
this streamlet, and we then began to ascend and scramble 
in real earnest along the ledge of a mountain, watching at 
intervals the direction of the wires, which were now below 
us. As we wound up this path our position rapidly became 
more elevated, and we were relieved shortly to see our 
guiding-posts ahead of us, soon to cross our path again. 
The scenery now became grandly wild — chasms, rocks, and 
overhanging cliffs abounding in romantic profusion around 
us. Presently, hearing the sound of voices, we began to 
wonder whether we were already approaching the human 
habitation we were in search of in this enormous wilderness, 
but this seemed improbable, as we had only completed two 
hours of our journey. We at length observea two individuals 
approaching us in heavy top boots, and both carefully pro- 
vided with a regulation staff, which we should like to have 
borrowed to facilitate our movements. They both proved to 
be Spaniards returning from the peak to Grip for the night, 
who so strongly advised us to return with them, assuring us 
that it was foolish to continue our journey further at 
that advanced hour unless we were accustomed to 
mountain climbing, as we should be crossing the snow 
just as darkness was coming on. There was some- 
thing indescribable in these dark expressive faces that 
made us inclined alike to dispense with their society and to 
distrust their assertions, and so accordingly, notwithstanding 
their increased protestations that our attempt must end in 
failure, we continued our journey, not so much with the 
intention of completing it as to part company witli these 
strangers. Further up this winding path, which seemed to 
encircle other mountains than the one whose summit we 
hoped to gain, we met a shepherd, who told us that we were 
in the right path and encouraged us to proceed on our 
journey, which, he told us, was nearly half completed. 
With this cheering information we clambered on, and in 
another hour reached the snow, and with it an accompany- 
ing chilly atmosphere, to which our bicycle dress rendered 
us peculiarly susceptible. On the snow the path became 
more difficult, and at times necessitated our utilising our 
hands as an additional preventive to slipping. We got over 
a good deal of snow before the sunlight completely left us, 
and were glad to find that this luminary was quickly 
succeeded by a lovely moon, which had risen unperceived 
behind us. The silvery light in which we were sortn 
enveloped, and the clear air, added a new charm to the 
scenery of these wild mountains and their many snow-clad 
peaks; and but for the coldness of the keen evening air, as 
it penetrated our slender garbs, we might have prolonged 
our ramble, for we now had ample light to discern the path. 
When at length we saw the glimmer of distant lights, we 
hoped that they burned in the hotel we were in search of. 
A nearer approach revealed to us a rough stone building of 
one story, with the exception of an upper chamber in which 
the telegraphic manipulation was carried on. In front was 
a terrace commanding an extensive view down the valley, 
and utilised by visitors both for promenading and smoking 
purposes. Our bedroom consisted of a tunnel with no 
window, and r/door opening direct upon the mountain, and 
contained ti^o beds with only space sufficient for a chair to 



separate them. Th^omestic arrangements were of Bucb a 
simple and primitive kind that sheets were apparently con- 
sidered unnecessary, only blankets being supplied, and 
these so full of fleas that sleep was impossible, in spite of 
fatigue. The dinner provided was better than we antici- 
pated under these exceptional conditions, for all the food 
supplied has to be carried up on the backs of mules. The 
time fixed to start for the top of the peak — ^a walk of an 
hour and a half's duration — was 3.30 a.m., and it was with 
an unexpected degree of pleasure that we obeyed the 
summons to (yiit our sleepless chamber and set out once 
more ; this time accompanied by a guide who had piloted 
two other visitors to the hotel the previous evening. 
Ladies, we were told, occasionally visit these lofty regions, 
but the scanty accommodation that is here provid^ for 
them muat be very insufficient after such a toilsome journey. 
The moon was still shining brightly as we commenced the 
final ascent of the mountain that rises almost perpendicu- 
larly above the hotel, which, from the formidable appearance 
it presented at the outset, looked like a task that would 
require considerable labour. As we followed the guide 
along these carefully-arranged zigzag paths, our api>arent 
difficulties, with few exceptions, were easily overcome. 
The varying beauties of the surrounding peaks slowly 
developed themselves as we gained loftier standpoints; 
the moon shone with exceptional brightness, penetrating 
into the recesses of caverns and rocl^ arouna us. The 
snow-clad summits of innumerable peaks under the influence 
of this silvery illumination were lovely beyond description, 
and imparted an air of romantic beauty to an intensely 
wintry scene. We reached the top of the peak at 5.5 a.m., 
and as we were now 9439 feet above the level of the sea, 
our view of the many lesser promontories of varying heights 
was almost unbounded. For half an hour, with eyes turned 
eastward, we watched for daybreak, and so soon as the 
golden orb of the rising sun appeared above the black veil 
of cloud that had concealed it, and imparted its golden tinge 
to stray flakes of cloud and to the peaks of the higher 
mountains, the moon soon faded into insignificance. To 
watch the varying beauties of light and shade as the sun 
slowly penetrated the mist in the valleys, which seemed to 
rise to meet it and gradually wended its way down the 
mountain sides, until it played upon the waters of the 
rippling streams in the valleys beneath us, occupied some 
two hours. When at length we reluctantly turned away 
from this magnificent scene and retraced our steps to the 
hotel, we felt that we had been abundantly repaid for all 
the difficulties of the journey ; for if an ordinary sunrise on 
a fine morning is in itself an imposing spectacle, how much 
more are its natural beauties intensified when it takes place 
surrounded by the most magnificent of nature's productions. 
In realising the force of the old adage, Facilis est descensus, 
etc., in a literal sense, we soon reached the hotel again, 
where ca/4 au lait awaited us. The bill for the two of us 
amounted to 16 francs, moderate in itself, considering the 
difficulties of transport, had the accommodation been but 
sufficient, and admitted of our resting unmolested. Two 
hours' descent, not a very pleasant sensation for so long a 
time, brought us back to Grip, where we found the bicvcles 
had received the greatest care, and, after paying a franc 
for housing, we started again for fiagn^res de fiigorre, 
along the valley of the Adour, a journey which was accom- 
plished in an hour, and was for the most part a case of 
" legs up." We left Bawiferes de Bigorre the same evening 
en route for Paris, vid Bordeaux, a journey that occupied 
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twenty-four hours. The charge of a halfoenny each for the 
bicycles seemed exceptionally small for the distance, but as 
they were under regulation we^ht this fee was all that 
could be fairly imposed. At Tarbes, however, where we 
aniTed about midnight, we were suddenly aroused from a 
quiet slumber and a&ed if the bicycles were our property, 
and on our replying in the affirmatiye were told that the 
sum of 25 francs must be paid before we could proceed on 
our journey. This seemea awkward, and on inquiring the 
reason we were informed that they were over weight, but 
this assertion proved unfounded, for no one had weighed 
them here; and on our producing the tickets with the 
respective weights, put at some 65 lbs., the chef-de-gare 
politely told us that he did not believe it. We asked him 
to test the accuracy of our assertion practically, but this he 
refused to do, and retorted by requesting us to leave the 
carriage at once, which we quietly declined to do. 
There were now earnest champions on both sides, carrying 
on a lively discussion on the platform, which eventually 
ended on our being permitted to retain our seats with 
the assurance that we should be stopped at Bordeaux, as he 
would telegraph to that station at once ; we bid our friend 
a fond adieu as the train quitted the platform. At 
Bordeaux, little anxiety was displayed by the station- 
master, for on our producing the tickets with the respective 
weights upon them, he deliberately tore up the telegram 
and scattered the fragments on the platform. From this 
time we were left unmolested, and came to the conclusion 
that foreign railways, with all the troublesome details of 
their arrangements, were to be avoided as much as possible. 
The tour of three weeks' duration seemed only too short, 
for we had seen but a small portion of the enormous range 
that we had gone to explore, and left, hoping that another 
opportunity would arise when we might spend more time 
in investigating their many natural beauties. Barry carried 
one of Stanton's bicycle logs, but beyond attracting a good 
deal of attention and impressing the French public, its 
inaccuracies were too frequent to enable us to regard it in 
any other light than as a complete failure. It is true that 
it worked well for three hundred miles previous to the tour, 
but either the change of climate, or the distance it had 
already registered, brought the mechanism to a stand-stiU. 

B. M. OauaoBN. 



"THE HUMBER." 

If the above title were to appear in any other than a 
bicycling paper, the reader would be immediately struck 
with the idea that some technical treatise on that mighty 
Yorkshire river was about to follow. But the motive 
powers of the wheel are apt to associate that nanle with 
something elegant as well as strong, both which qualities 
cannot be applied to the aforesaid river. 

For a long period of time having wished to view the 
works where so many good machines are turned out, I was 
only too glad when an opportunity of visiting Nottingham 
at last presented itself to me. On my arrival at that 
town, I put up at the nearest re«)ectable hotel to the 
Midland Railway Station — the "Wellington" — ^and the 
same evening went to Messrs. Humber, Marriott, and 
Cooper's premises, in Queen's Road. Formerly, these were 
their only works, and are those which Mr. M. D. Riicker, 
Jun. so ably described in, I think, last year's volume. 
Since then, their business having very much increased, 
they have built larger and more commodious works at 



Beeston, about three miles out of the town. Trifling 
repairs, etc. are still done at Queen's Road, and most of 
the correspondence is carried on here by Mr. Marriott. 
The next morning I took the train to Beeston, and after a 
seven minutes' walk arrived at the factory ; the external 
appearance is very neat and compact. I may add that 
just outside are seven tall poplar trees, which may, perhaps, 
account for this style of machine being so popular (N.B. — 
This is registered!). The entrance to the works for 
strangers is through the office, and here I found Mr. Humber 
deep in engineering calculations. I must here take the 
opportunity of saying how kind this gentleman was to me 
in sacrificing his time, and also in sparing no trouble to 
give me an insight into the manufacturing of his machines. 
We commenced our tour round at the torge department, 
a large adjacent building, with several forges of various 
shapes. I may add that the bellows are all blown direct 
from the engine-house. A piece of steel tubing was 
introduced to my notice, which a smith then assaulted in 
a violent manner with a hammer, but on inspection not a 
crack was to be seen ; this test shows the good materisJ 
used. I was next shown the way that the hind forks 
are made. A piece of flat steel, previously cut out into 
a curious shape by hydraulic pressure, was made red-hot, 
and then, by means of peculiar-shaped anvils, it was a 
perfectly forged hind-fork m less than five minutes. These 
fluted forks are always fitted to this make of machine now, 
with one or two rare exceptions, and are considered by the 
makers to be vastly superior in every way to the old, solid 
ones. We then proceeded into the chief room, a large 
and lofty place, where nearly one hundred men could be 
at work without interfering with one another, I should 
think. Here I saw how that, by means of a strong lever 
and a segment, the backbones have that peculiarly neat 
bend given to them for which a "Humber" is noted. 
A short piece of steel tube was then shown, which, being 

E laced in an hydraulic press and a solid iron standara 
eing put inside, was found when taken out of the press to 
be a fork ready for usa The space in the cranks for the 
pedal-pin is also cut out by this wondrous power. In fact 
their hydraulic press, which has a power of one hundred 
and fifty tons pressure, is no end useful in all manner of 
ways. 

I next observed a row of men — all of them using 
spectacles — ^hard at work turning the balls out of a steel 
bar. It is needless to add that these men are experts, but 
still a human being cannot turn one ball after another 
exactly the same size; therefore when they have done 
their best, the balls are case-hardened, etc., and placed in 
bearing boxes which revolve at a tremendous speed, and 
thus wears them down, and eventually they are placed in 
their proper bearing boxes, fixed on the forks, and then six 
at a time are ground into their places. By this means each 
ball fits exactly. The hind-wheel bearing is slightly different, 
the balls, five in each side, being fixed in the nub before the 
centre is shrunk on. To grind them perfectly round they are 
fixed on a machine, and the centre of the hub dightly 
presses against an india-rubber wheel. Mr. Humber assured 
me that these axles revolve at the rate of five thousand 
revolutions per minute. The speed seems terrific ; at that 
rate they are soon worn into exact shape. I was then shown 
how the hubs — the gun-metal having been shrunk on to the 
spindle — are made ready for the spokes. By means of 
" regulating plates " the holes cannot possibly be bored 
otherwise than right. He holes are afterwards screwed 
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in another machine. By means of another regulating 
machine the spokes are boand to be cut exactly the length 
marked on the relator. The idea is very ingenious, but 
like most others is very simple. The spokes are scfewed in 
a machine which throws itself out of gear directly it has 
screwed a certain length ; thus there is no chance of one 
spoke beinff screwed further into a hub than another. ^ A 
large number of men are employed at machines, making 
and fitting heads, pedals, stepS, leg-guards, brakes, and, in 
fact, all the various small pieces of work. The latest sbrle 
of bearing was shown and fully explained to me. The 
peculiarity seems to be that, instead of thepressure being 
all over each ball it is only on two sides. Tne idea is very 
ingenious and simple; the bearing-box, being all in one 
piece, is not so liable to admit dust as the present style. 
For the benefit of those who wiU have adjustable bearings, 
these are made so ;^ but Mr. Humber informed me that the 
wear in these bearings, even if used for a hundred years, 
would be so slight as hardly to need adjusting at that 
remote period. The ball-pedals now turned out are very 
neat, the balls and bearing-box being beween the rat-traps. 
Owing to want of space thev are obliged to be put outside 
in the rubber pedals. The burnishing department is 
separate, and here, by means of fans and tubes, the dust 
and grit is carried awaj. There are various emery-stones, 
brushes, etc. The insides of the forks, and comers of all 
sorts, are burnished by means of an emery-strap, which 
"gives" slightly with the pressure. Another room is 
devoted to painting machines, and still another room for 
casting purposes, furnaces, etc. As each hub has to 
be modelled in the sand before being ^ cast, it is 
rather a work of time, I should imagine. I was 
then shown into the engine-room, which is kept most 
scrupulouslv clean. The engine, a nice little one of 
about ten-norse power, was built by Messrs. Humber 
and Co. themselves. By means of it evenrthing is done 
in the works, with the exception of the hydraulic press 
before mentioned. There are several store rooms, looking, 
to an outsider, like so manv wine cellars, with all the 
various bins; they contain, however, not fine tawny old 
port, dry sherry, and mellowed claret, but all the various 
parts of machines stowed away Ifor use. Mr. Humber has 

|)atented a new section of felloe, and, 'from the piece now 
ying before me, it would seem to be the acm4 of strength, 
combined with lightness and elegancv. This new idea, and 
the latest bearings, will be brought forward with next 
year's machines ; in the meanwhile the firm are manufac- 
turing special machinery to make these new felloes. Mr. 
Mamott here walked me off to the garden, in which he 
takes great pride ; it was filled with choice flowers, and, 
with a piece of ornamental water, looks veiy neat, and 

?uite a change from the clanging forge just inside. Mr. 
[umber, however, who is of a very practical turn of mind, 
thinks of laying down a track, or otherwise using up this 
piece of ground. This same gentleman also superintends 
everything, and, as he himself- told me, the firm aims,^ not 
at turning out a machine rattled together in a short time, 
but at giving thorough attention to every part, and using 
the best material and skill which man can devise. Both 
here and at Notts a fine mastiff dog is kept to guard the 

flace at night ; they look ferocious enough for anything, 
think I have now recounted roost of the processes that I 
saw at Beeston, but any that^ I have been remiss enough to 
forget after my thorough insight I must apologise for. Of 
the small agency at Brompton, and of the genial Fred 



Cooper, I need make no mention. Both, especially the 
latter, are known to nearly all wheelmen. To conclude, I 
must again thank both Messrs. Humber and Marriott for 
their kindness to me,^ and for- having afforded me a most 
instructive and amusing morning's entertainment, which I 
shall alwajTs associate with the name of Nottingham. 

_ JU 

STRAY NOTES. 
Alison's many friends in the L.B.C. will regret very much 
to learn of his accident near Bournemouth. He was thrown 
rather heavily on a hill running down into the town 
through the coming off" of his front tyre. Fortunatelv he 
found himself among friends, and speaks very gratefully of 
the kindness and attention received from Cfaptain Mtdet, 
who was passing at the time of the accident, also from 
Lady Eden and from Mr. Pearson, Hutchings's partner, the 
latter being away from home. Alison has now returned to 
town, and we may hope it will not be very long before his 
complete recovery. 

• ••••• 

An application of turpentine at night, to be followed by 
one of tnk in the morning, was strongly urged the other 
day by a maiden of fifty summers to a lacerated member 
af&r a recent facilis descensus. He refused to apply either 
to his wounds, feeling hardly good enough yet for the 
martjrr's death. Still, the rem^y should be tried, and 
reported upon. 

• ••••• 

Dr. Coleman has lately negotiated Mont Blanc, and with 
Avalanches and Crevasses seems to have had quite a busy 

time of it 

• • • • • • 

An irreverent North-Easter points to another abnormality 
in Balaam's Ass. '' It shied, sayu he, "at an All Bright 
Carver" This should preclude it from being mentioned 
in the pages of a Bicycling periodical. 

• ••••• 

It is said on good authority that another recreation and 
sporting ground is to be added to the attractions of the Old 
Court Suburb. Captain Feild, F.S.A., has purchased the 
freehold land Ijring between Earl's-court and West Brompton 
Stations from the trustees of Monsignor Capel. This grMid 
will be converted into a first-class cricket and sporting 
grounds, under veiy high patrona^ge. Access from Earl's- 
court Station will anord great facility for all persons residing 
at this side of the river, whilst those living in Surrey and 
the other side of the river will have easy access by West 
Bronipton Station. It will be formed into a company if not 
previously arranged for privately. 

• ••••• 

Everybody is asking how the Amateur Dramatic Society 
is going on. No doubt we shall soon hear, as its leading 
spirit is both energetic and well up in his work. 

L'homhb qui rh. 

notice to correspondents. 

AU oontiibutlons nrnct be addressed to " The Editor, L.B.C. Gaiette, 
85, Eastcheap, E.C.," and most bear the name of the author, though not 
necessarily for insertion. They mnst be written on one side of the 
piper only, and, if immediate insertion is desired, mnst be received not 
later than Wednesday morning. Messrs. Darling supply portfolios in 
which unbound oopies of the Gazette may be kept ; cost is 25. ; stamped 
on outade with the Club badge. There are still a few covers for 1878, 
and members can be supplied with back numbers of the Gazette at the 
cost of Id. each. 
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NOTICE. 
As the Oazsttb e^fter this issue will came out monthly 
for six months, toe would advise members who may wish for 
early publication of their communications to forward their 
material to the office as soon as possible. 



IMPORTANT NOTICE. 
L.B.C. DRAMATIC SOCIETY. 
The General Meeting adjoumed from 7th July will be 
held at 35, Eaatcheap, on Thursday, 7th October, at 6.30 p.m. 
As important business has to be transacted (including 
election of Committee and confirmation of the rules) it is 
particularly requested that all members will make an effort 
to attend. 

Fred. W. Morris, Hon. Sec. 



KILDARE BICYCLE CLUB. 
LiUie Bridge Qrounds, Saturday, September 25th, 1880. 

(li'om our Special Reporter.) 
These sports came off during splendid weather, and some 
4^000 spectators were present A large programme was 
got through, but, owing to the darkness coming on quickly, 
and being half an hour late at starting, it was as much as 
our reporter could do to see the final heats at all. There 
were a large list of entries for the Open Bicycle Race, 
taking into consideration that there were two other large 
Bicycle Race Meetings in the metropolitan district on the 
same afternoon. 



The Two Miles Biotclb Handicap brought only 
twenty starters out of forty entries, who were divided 
into five heats, the winners only to run in the final. 
Woolnough, who won the final right out, appeared to have 
things pretty well his own way, and seemed as if he was 
too lightly dealt with, as in his trial heat (5 min. 46| sec.) 
he won pulling up easy by ten yards. The times were 
taken by 0. P. Coleman, the official timekeeper for the 
day. Appended are the results : — 

Heat 1 : S. Kemp, Pickwick B.C., 125 yards start, 1 ; 
J. B. Saunders, Clarence B.C., 220, 2 ; Q. T. Phillips, 
Centaur B.C., 3 ; M. H. Jephson, Dark Blue B.C., 240, ; 
H. E. Lockingtou, Centaur B.C., 260, 0. This seemed a 
good thing for Kemp, who, riding in his old form, caught 
all his men one lap from home, and won easily by five 
yards. Time, 6 min. 7| sec. 

Heat 2 : J. Gibson, K.B.C., 330 yards start, 1 ; G. T. 
Smallwood, Clarence B.C., 350, 2. Gibson won on the post 
by forty yards. Time, 6 min. 14J sec. 

Heat 3 : R. Chambers, Speedwell B.C., 100 yards start, 1 ; 
E. A. Runtz, Pickwick B.C., 240, 2 ; J. Cole, Chelsea B.C., 
280, 8; C. Cumber, Middlesex B.C., 250, 0; R. Vazie 
Simons, Crusaders B.C., 300 yards, ; W. P. Cox, Clarence 
B.C., 350, 0. Chambers got the lead in the last lap and 
won by five yards. Time, 5 min. 53| sec. 

Heat 4: R. A. Woolnough, Rovers B.C», 190 yards 
start, 1 ; R. E. Evans, Gresham B.C„ 240, 2 ; H. L. Cortis, 
Wanderers B.C., scratch, 3 ; E. J. Thomas, Southport B.C., 
220, ; J. G. T. Brunskill, Brixton B.C., 360, 0. Wool- 
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nougb simply romped aw ay, and won anyhow. Cortis, who 

could not manage the corners, was riding very well indeed, 

and we believe if the corners were perfectly safe we might 

have seen a difiPerent result. Cortis's times for each lap 

were — first, 59} sec. ; second, 1 min. 58 sec. ; third, 2min. 

56^ sec. ; fourth, 3 min. 55^ sec. ; fifth, 4 min. 53 sec. ; 

sixth, 5 min. 53| sec. The winner's time was 5 min. 46} sec. 

Heat 5 : C. Liles, Temple B.C., 70 yards start, 1 ; 

S. Golder, Brixton B.C., 240, 2; W. A. Eastman, Invicta 

B.C., 280, 3 ; J. C. Qarrod, Fakenham B.C., 200, ; 

W. T. M. Buckley, Oxford B.C., 275,0; W. W. Scott, 

Imperial B.C., 290, 0. Liles, who was riding in splendid 

form, just managed to get through his men in the final 

straight, and won a fine race by a yard. Time for each 

mile — first, 2 min. 53f sec. ; second, 5 min. 49^ sec. 

Final Heat : Woolnough, 190 yards start, 1 ; Liles, 70, 
2 ; Chambers, 100, 3 ; Kemp, 125, 4. Woolnough ran right 
away, and won by quite 100 yards, in fact, he passed the 
post just as the other three were turning the comer together. 
This race being run in the dark it was impossible to see 
anything of it except the finish. Time, 5 min. 55f sec. 

FiYB Miles Scratch Raos. 

H. L. Cortis, Wanderers B.C., 1 ; A. P. Shaw, Civil 
Service B.C., 2 ; C. Liles, Temple B.C., 3 ; M. Dnndas, L 
Zingari B.C., 0. This race was looked on as a certainty for the 
Demon, who certainly did win it, but by the merest shave 
possible. The three men placed kept well together all the 
way, Cortis going off with the lead, which he kept for the 
first mile, when Dundas shot in front, only to be passed by 
Liles, who got the lead at the end of five laps. The excite- 
ment now became general, as the race seemed as if it was 
anybody's. The seventh lap saw Shaw leading, when he 
was passed again by Liles, who held the lead for the next 
five laps, when entering the last mQe Cortis took the lead, 
but was passed by Liles in the fourteenth lap down the 
railway straight, who thereby got the inside position and 
looked all over a winner; but the Demon made his effort 
down the final straight and just landed a clever winner by 
one foot, Shaw beating Liles by the same distance. The 
times for each lap are— first, 1 min. 7| sec. ; second, 2 min. 
10} sec. ; third, 3 min. 14^ sec. ; fourth, 4 min. 19| sec. ; 
fifth, 5 min. 26j sec. ; sixth, 6 min. 30} sec. ; seventh, 7 
min. 34? sec. ; eighth, 8 min. 41 f sec. ; ninth, 9 min. 50f 
sec. ; tenth, 10 min. 55| sec. ; eleventh, 12 min. 1 sec. ; 
twelfth, 13 min. 6} sec; thirteenth, 14 min. 5 sec. ; four- 
teenth, 15 min. 3^ sec. ; fifteenth, 15 min. 58f sec. 



EXCHANGE LIST. 

For Sale.— 54-in. "Keen" Semi-Racer. Weight 33 lbs. ; 
all japanned except front forks ; balls to front and cones to 
back. As good as new. On approval. Price £10 10s. — 
J. M. Cazenove, St. Mark's Vicarage, Reigate. 



SATURDAY RUNS. 

N.E. DisTMcr. 
The weather favoured us, as well as roads, for our run to 
Chingford last Saturday. Six men started from the ren- 
dezvous, and made a circuitous run by Walthamstow and 
High Beech, reaching Chingford at six o'clock by a cross- 
country cut, having lifted their machines over stiles and 
across dykes, which may possibly account for the "stylish " 
manner in which they mounted the crest of the hill facing 
the " Forest Hotel." One member was heard quaintly to 
remark that the only Stassen among them found it " Child's 
play." Lyne, the District Captain, and two visitors had 
just arrived, having been prevented starting at the proper 
time through stress of business. Our steeds being stabled, 
tea was ordered, and in the interval the surrounding 
grounds and outhouses were explored, and are well worth 
a visit, the fine stables and billiard-rooms especially com- 
manding our attention. We then went for tea, but the 
food and attendance were anything but up to the form one 
might expect from the architecture, as the new-laid eggs 
proved on investigation to be hard-boiled London " shop- 
uns," and were charged in the bill as "20 eggs, 5s." The 
waiters also furnished no small source of entertainment, — 
one, an Irishman, with the wonted readiness at repartee of 
his countrymen, on being asked as to the cause of the hard- 
ness of those eggs, promptly replied, " Shure, sir, there 
were so many in the pot that they had no room to boil at 
all." A peaceful hour after tea on the balcony above 
was rendered enjoyable by tobacco and song. Lamps being 
lit, a steady descent was made down the hill leading thence 
by the remaining seven, three having started an hour pre- 
viously. The lanes to Woodford via the White Hall Road 
we found perfect, and parting at "Backbone Junction" 
with our two visitors, the remainder wended their way 
home by Whip's Cross and the usual route. Present : 
T. Chad, Jolly, Q. H. Gibbs, W. R Qibbs, Lyne, Long, 
Murray, two visitors (Arthur Barrett and S. Barrett), and 
Ebhest H. Barrett, District Captain. 

We purpose having a short spin next Saturday to Chig- 
well ("King's Head"), meeting at the usual time and 
place, and I hope as many as possibly can will come, armed 
with patter-books, as a private room and piano can be 
secured. As it will be our last meet this season, I shall 
expect to see a good gathering. 

Ernest H. Barrett, District Captain. 



N.W. District. 
September 25th. — ^The remaining fixture on the Meet 
Card was carried out on Saturday last, and the run to 
Shenley, in which fifteen N.W. and two W. men took part, 
may certainly be considisred, as, indeed, the closing run of 
the season ought to be, very successful in every way. Nine 
men left the Heath, R. Newman was waiting at Oolder's 
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Green, and Hindley, Faxon, and Williams at Tally Ho ! I 
am sorry that, through the tardy arrival of my machine 
from an agent's, I was unable to start with the main body, 
and I take this opportunity of apologising to members for 
having kept them waiting for me on the Heath. At 
Finchley, Gfarvey was encountered, but he only went as far 
as Barnet, and near there Newman was met returning. 
Rowley Oreen was rather too loose for flying, but with the 
exception of that, and the lane to Barnet Gate, roads were 
good everywhere. Shenley was reached without incident 
of any kind, and on the arrival of the W. men and Barnett 
fifteen sat down to a capital tea at the "Black Lion," the 
landlord being, as usual, most attentive. Tobacco and 
conversation followed, and then the homeward journey was 
begun, the dark lanes between Shenley and the main 
St. Alban's road being beautifully illuminated by the long 
array of lamps, and as good order and a steady pace were 
maintained the effect was good. At Tally Ho 1 a short 
dismount was made, and a detachment turned off, the main 
body continuing on to the Heath, which was reached by 
9.40, after a most enjoyable but uneventful ride. And so 
the last official run of 1880 came to an end. Distance 
13^ and 13^ miles, total 26f miles. Present: Aiken, 
Barnett, Garvey, Harrold (W.), G. B. Hill (W.), W. T. 
Hill, Hindley, R. Newman, Paxon, G. Powell, J. Powell, 
Price, W. J. Williams, visitors, E. Powell, C.U.B.C, King 
Brothers, and Nobman B. Mobbis, District Captain. 

NoncB. — Although the Meet Cards are done with for 
this year, short runs will still be made every Saturday in 
October, starting from the Heath at four sharp, and calling 
at Tally Ho ! always at 4.30. During my absence from town 
for the great part of October, Alison — ^whom, I am sure, 
everyone was glad to see looking so convalescent last 
Saturday— has kindly promised, if able to ride, to act as 
Deputy. N. B. M. 

S.W. DiSTBIOT. 

Eight men met at the " Griffin " shortly before 4.30, not 
counting a member unmounted and clad in flannels, who 
could not be officially recognised. At the stroke of the 
half-hour we mounted and took the Brighton road ; pace 
steady, to suit a member who was not quite happy, and 
who we were obliged to leave between Hook and Chessington. 
Passing through Leatherhead without stopping, the pace 
was improved; but after running through Ashstead the 
rear division were missed. After a short halt they joined 
company. Through Epsom and Ewell without incident. 
Running down into Ewell a sleepy brougham and a man 
with a ladder coming suddenly from opposite directions 
made a warm moment for the leading files, but all scraped 
through. Near Worcester Park lamps were called for, and 
it was just getting dark as we ran up to Surbiton Hill. 
Tea at the "Griffin" 2s. 9d. The run had special and 
agreeable features. First, the Captain paid his first visit 



to the District ; the Brothers Gruggen rode that morning 
from Eenilworth to Bichmond to be present ; several men 
made their re-appearance from " foreign parts ; " and the 
weather was fine and roads good. Distance, 19^ miles. 
Present : Theo. Godlee (Captain), J. L. Andreac, A. L. 
Gruggen, R. M. Gruggen, H. Jennings, 0. G. M. Leeds, 
A. H. Rolls, and St. J. Ryan. 

This is the last official run of the season, but it was 
suggested that there might be two or three extra runs for 
the earlier Saturdays in October. Members are requested 
to make their arrangements, and to send due notice to the 
Editor. 

S,E. DiSTBICT. 

Twenty-two men and four visitors took part in the run. 
Thirteen men lefb Croydon at 4.35 p.m. and rode to 
Godstone, nothing of importance taking place on the way, 
except that A. 0. Tylor tried to hook his front wheel on 
to another member's step. At the " Clayton Arms " several 
members were found, one — The O'Reilly — ^having ridden 
up from Brighton. A good tea was done ample justice to» 
though so many men filled the room completely, and, 
perhaps, some of the members did look rather like sardines 
in a box. After tea, music and songs helped to pass a 
very pleasant evening, our disabled Editor, Johns, J. 
Williams, Tylor, Frwicis, Oswald, Byers, Potter, Koch, 
singing in turn. At a quarter to eight the Blackheath 
division left, headed by Stephen Smith, who is a long way 
ahead of any one for the attendance medal in this District. 
About 9.15 the remaining members lit lamps and started, 
some for East Grinstead and some homeward bound. This 
is the second run this District has had to the " Clayton 
Arms," Godstone, and on each occasion they have received 
great attention. Before leaving, as it was the last official 
run of 1880, " Auld Lang Syne" was sung, all standing up, 
hand in hand. There will be unofficial runs on each 
Saturday next month. Present : A. Barker, Ashley Barrett, 
P. Byers, W. R. Bishop, C. Brown, A. D. Butler, R. G. 
Francis, P. Gerich, Alfred Herbert, Arthur Herbert, W. 
Johns, A. H. Koch (W.), F. P. Leon, The O'Reilly, J. C. 
Oswald, J. W. Potter, S. P. Smith, F. H. Townsend, A. 0. 
Tylor, J. Williams, Jun., W. Wyndham, four visitors, 
Cristopherson, Morgan, C.TJ.Bi.C, Middleton, L Potter, 
and F. M. Williams, District Captain. 

S.E. DISTRICT.— OCTOBER RUNS. 
Blackheath Division, Old Lewisham Church, 3.30 p.m. 
Croydon Division, Central Croydon Station, 4.15 p.m. 

October 2 ... For Bletchingley ("White Hart") 
„ 9 ... „ Downe ("George.") 
„ 16 ... „ Walton-on-the-Hill. 
„ 23 ... „ Ewell ("Glynn Arms.") 
„ 30 ... „ Godstone (" Clayton Arms.") 

Found at the " Griffin," Kingston, a pipe. — ^Apply, with 
particulars, to Alfred Henry, 39, Lothbury, £.0. 
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OLD WORLD HAUNTS. 

NO. VL— UP THE WEY CANAL IN A CANADIAN CANOB. 

On Saturday, July Slst, a member of the Belsize Bicycle 
Club and myself started from town on an exploriDg expedi- 
tion up the Wey in a Canadian canoe. Leaving Earl's 
Court by train soon after four p.m., we arrived at Clapham 
Junction just in time to miss the train on to Hampton 
Court. After waiting for about an hour we decided to 
train to Surbiton, and drive to the boat house. Leaving 
Surbiton, our driver took the short cut wa Ditton, but 
found the splash through the Mole so deep from recent 
rains that we had to get out and walk the rest of the way. 
As we were late starting, and the stream being strong, we 
decided to tow up to Weybridge — our destination for that 
evening. Having placed the luggage, consisting of two 
''Gladstones," umbrellas, macintoshes, rugs, maps, etc., in 
the bows to balance the canoe, and myself in the stef n 
steering, oflF we went ; my friend towing to Sunbury. With 
only two slight contretemps — caused, the one by my friend 
starting the towing with a jerk, which shiffced the luggage 
and nearly upset me ; the other by the tow-line getting 
caught in some bushes — we managed to arrive pretty quickly 
at Sunbury, where we found the water coming down the 
rollers like a small cataract. On the other side we clianged 
over — I taking the tow-line, the Belsize man the long 
paddle. All went merrily till just above Halliford, where 
we changed over again, and so up to Weybridge. As 
Harris's hotel was full we had to go up to the " Oatland's 
Park Hotel," where we arrived just too late for tcible cPhSte, 
which was quite as well, almost everyone being in evening 
dress, whilst we had only second sets of flannels to do the 
" toflf" in. However, not being alone in our glory, we were 
not unhappy. Dinner, when it at last arrived, was A 1, 
but I only wish I could say as much for the attendance. 
After dinner my friend played pool, and I looked on. Oh, 
how I longed for a certain member of the S.E. or his ghost 
to appear and show them how to play. It was painfrilly 
feeble. Nevertheless, my friend managed to lose six shil- 
lings, as he informed me next morning. Sunday arrived, 
soiJdng wet, so we had breakfast and waited to see whether 
it would clear. At last, as the rain had d^enerated into 
a Scotch mist, and having liquidated the bill, which was 
severe, viz., beds 10s, table d'hote 15s, breakfast 7s, and 
getting very little change out of two "thick-uns," we 
started, packed the luggage on board, put on our macin- 
toshes, got under the rugs, and paddled up to the first lock, 
I taking the stem, my companion the bow paddle, with the 
impedimenta in the centre. At the first lock we paid five 
shillings for a pass, clearing all locks to Guildford, and 
carried the canoe over, which we subsequently did at all 
the locks, whereby we saved more than an hour, as some 
of them being very deep take a long time to fill. From the 
first to the second lock is the Wey river ; after the second 
you enter the canal, which winds a good deal, as in a good 



many places the bed of the river itself has been widened 
and deepened where practicable. The scenery is decidedly 
pretty all the way. Soon after the third lock the weather 
cleared up, the sun came out, and we had a splendid time 
of it for the rest of the day. After the fourth lock, at the 
junction of the Basingstoke Canal, we commenced towing 
agam, as it was hx cooler than paddling, and not such 
hard work. At the fifth, or Firford Lock, I took the 
line to Newark Lock and gates. Close by are the ruins 
of Newark Abbey. They seem from a distance to be 
merely a shell, and therefore we did not think they 
would be interesting enough to warrant a walk up to them 
through long soaking grass. However, they look pretty 
among the trees from a distance. At the seventh lock (Paper 
Court), we changed places, after having had some lunch 
just above at a small inn. The eighth lock, Worsfold's 
Gates, was wide open for mill purposes. After passing the 
ninth (Trigg's) lock, my companion went in for a swim, in 
which I did not join him, as I have a strong objection to 
bathing under a hot sun in the middle of the afternoon. 
After passing Bower's and Stoke locks, at the latter of 
which the pass had to be given up, I again took the line, 
till the last bridge before Guildford, whence I paddled 
into the town, my friend being, as I had expected, done up 
with his bathe. Leaving the canoe at the boat-house, just 
below the Stone Bridge at Guildford, we walked up the 
town to the " White Lion," where we secured a veiy good 
double-bedded room. We then went back to the boat- 
house, fetched up our luggage, dined, and went for a walk 
and a smoke. After going down to the bridge, and seeing 
some boats arrive, we dawdled up to the Castle ruins, but 
found them closed, so came back to the hotel About nine 
my companion turned in, very tired and done up, caused, 
as I told him, by his afternoon bathe, which, however, he 
failed to see. Distance for the day, 16^ miles, with eleven 
locks. Next morning, wet again, as usual Break&sted 
at nine, and started at ten. At Stoke Lock we got a pass 
back to the Thames, foe which we paid 5s. After passing 
Bower's lock, the ram, which had held off, came down 
with a vengeance, and we had to get into macintoshes and 
under rugs. It only lasted, however, for about a quarter of 
an hour, when it cleared up, the rest of the day being lovely 
with a bright sun. My companion not having got over his 
bathe of the day before, plus a large amount of lazmess, I 
had to do nearly all the paddling, which, however, was not 
difficult, as the stream and wind were with us. Just above 
Worsfold's gates I saw an old L.B.C. man and schoolfellow, 
Noel Whiting, with two other men in a covered boat, deep 
in a game of " Nap." Soon after, some people asked us if 
we had met a pleasure barge, as they were waiting for one 
to go out for a picnic. I informed them we had seen one 
about two miles higher up, but that it was anything but 
ready, and therefore had not started : at which piece of 
news they looked pleased, especially as they said they had 
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already waited half-an-hour. At Pirford we decided to quit 
the canal and go down the river, thereby missing all the 
remaining locks but one. We lifted the canoe about a 
dozen yards over a field separating the canal £rom the river 
andliaving settled ourselves and luggage, started down in a 
stream like a mill-race. My friend sat ready with the 
paddle- to fend off in case of running into a tree, whilst I 
steered. And great fun it was, too. The river takes 
tremendously sharp turns, and winds about like a con- 
tinuous "S." In one place we struck on the branch 
of a tree which had fallen across the river, but which 
was only about three inches under water. We frequently 
had to charge through trees, either overhanging the river 
or fallen into it, and run down small rapids — all this with 
a stream going, in many places, about twenty miles an 
hour, as the river was very foil from the rain ; much more 
exciting than legs over handles dh a 'cycle, and without 
the risk. After passing Wisley we took a wrong branch of 
the river, and just before reaching Byfleet found our pas- 
sage blocked by a flour mill. On getting out to see if we 
were all right, an old gentleman told us we were only about 
three miles from Weybridge, and that we could carry the 
canoe through his field, which we accordingly did, he 
kindly sending two of his men to help us. 

Having safely deposited the canoe below the mill, we 
were invited to come into the house, a delightfol old- 
fashioned red brick building, with a lovely large garden and 
orchard, and take some refreshment. Our host, an old gen- 
tleman of about 75 or 80, was most agreeable, and we sat 
chatting for some time in a deliciously cool dining room, con- 
suming a very fair quantity of splendid home-brewed ale. 
Having thoroughly enjoyed ourselves, and got cool (the sun 
was blazing hot, and scarcely a breath of wind), we bade our 
hospitable entertainer farewell, and started off again. We 
found a little lower down that if we had taken the 
other branch of the river we should have had a 
splendid shoot down a weir, with about six feet drop, 
but we did not regret it much, as we had decidedly scored 
by mistaking our way. However, we made up for the lost 
excitement by running foul of the bridge just below the 
weir, and nearly upsetting. Beyond meeting several boats 
struggling up stream, nothing particular happened till the 
last lock, where we gave up our pass, carried the canoe 
over, and found ourselves once more in the Thames. 
Having had nothing to eat since breakfast (it was now 
past three) we paddled round to Harris's, at Weybridge, 
and had a good feed. We then started off for Hampton 
Court, and, the stream being very strong, arrived there — 
taking matters easily — in about an hour and a half. 
Leaving the canoe and luggage at the boat house we 
adjourned to Tagg's hotel, on the island, for tea. Taking 
the train we arrived in town about ten, and found my 
brother in bed, rather done up with a wet tour in Kent 
with the Guide to the North. I then sent off my friend by 



the last train home, where I believe he arrived in safety. 
Thus ended a very enjoyable trip. The distance, according 
to a bicyclist's point of view, was small, as we only covered 
about forty-eight miles (including twenty-four locks) in the 
two days and a half; but then we did the lazy the whole 
time, not paddling when we could drift or tow. The canoe, 
built by Tagg, carried us very comfortably, and was found 
very easy to handle. Her weight without the luggage is 
only sixty-four pounds, about the same as a Stajssen 
'' Racer," and she draws five inches of water with aU on 
board. Towing was merely a case of walking along, as she 
slipped over the water without the least exertion, in fact, 
when we got a nice level piece of tow-path at the side of 
the canal we frequently ran with her, the only drawback 
being that whoever was steering got fearfully wet from the 
spray she threw up. In conclusion, I hope that for the 
sake of the L.B.G. not many members will take to Cana- 
dians, or else they may do as I have, viz., give up the iron 
steed, and take to the quiet backwaters and tributaries of 
the Thames. Sottpsquaees Junior. 



THE BICYCLE AND THE CANOE. 

In accordance with the mysterious law of the Anglo-Saxon 
nature, which forbids a man to indulge in any particular 
sport unless he can induce several other men to join him, 
the bicycle riders have held a convention and organised a 
national club. The Bicycle Convention at Newport is to be 
followed later in the season by a Canoe Convention at Lake 
George, where a national canoe club is to be organised. The 
success of the Newport gathering ought to put the canoe 
men on their metal and fill them with a determination to 
shew that canoeing is at least as popular in this country as 
it is in England. 

It is a national characteristic of the Englishman that he 
regards no athletic open-air sport as worthy the name unless 
it involves a good deal of danger and a fair amount of 
physical misery. These conditions are fully met by bicycling 
and canoeing, it being always remembered that the canoe 
of Christian nations has nothing whatever in common with 
the birch canoe of the North American heathen. In adopt- 
ing these two peculiar English sports we have accepted the 
dangers and miseries pertaining to each, and a rivalry in 
suffering is rapidly springing up between the bicyclists and 
the canoeists. At present these two classes of athletic martyrs 
are nearly equal iu numbers, but whichever class can dis- 
play the more imposing list of casualties or can achieve the 
greater amount of misery will gain the first place in the esti- 
mation of lovers of open-air sports. 

Beyond any doubt, the bicycle breaks more bones than 
the canoe. The bicycle is cheaper, more enduring, and far 
more fascinating than the horse, but it is much more vicious. 
It is liable at any moment to throw its rider, and to break 
him to a greater or less extent Usually its fiendish instincts 
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are satisfied with the breakage of a nose or a finger, but it 
is very apt to break legs, heads, and even necks. The ut- 
most skill cannot guard the bicyclist against this alwajrs 
threatening danger. In spite of the romance and adven- 
tures which a bicycle journey affords, cautious people prefer 
the safer and more prosaic horse. This is what Mr. Ten- 
nyson meant to express when he remarked that for his part 
he had rather have— 

" Fifty yeui of Europe 
Than m bicyole of GalihAy/'— 

using " Europe " and " Cathay " as the synonyms of prose 
and romance. 

While the bicyclist can point with pride and crippled 
finger to his broken nose, to his crutches, or to the sling in 
which he carries his broken arm, it must be confessed that 
the canoeist can only show a few blisters on his hands, 
and hint at the existence of others. Canoeing does not 
break bones, except in very rare instances. Of course, if, in 
running a rapid, the canoe strikes and the canoeist jumps 
overboard on the wrong side, the canoe may throw herself 
against a leg with sufiicient violence to scrape it to a most 
delightful extent, but the leg is in little danger of break- 
age. Among every hundred bicyclists it is estimated that 
during a given season there will be broken eleven fingers, 
two legs, and five arms, together with three per cent, of 
noses and one-half per cent, of neck& Among an equal 
number of canoeists there will be in all not more than 
seven abraded legs, and no broken bones whatever. Thus, 
in point of breakages, the bicyclists have a very large ad- 
vantage over the canoeists. The canoeist, however, is 
liable to be drowned, and although only one-eighth of one 
per cent, of all English and American canoeists have yet 
been drowned, this possibility of drowning is something 
which the most boastful bicyclist must admit is beyond his 
reach. 

But the moment we come to compare the misery of 
canoeing with the misery of bicycling, the superiority of 
the former is seen to be enormous. The bicyclist undergoes 
a few unimportant cramps, but with that exception he does 
not know what real misery is. While the canoeist cooks 
his own wretched meals and bums his unhappy fingers, 
the bicyclist stops at a comfortable hotel and eats what 
western statesmen call a '' square meal." During the day 
the canoeist is constantly getting wet, and subsequently 
baking himself in the sun, while the bicyclist is dry, and 
can, if he chooses, protect himself from the sun. At night, 
whilst the bicyclist is revelling in the loathsome luxury of 
a bed at the hotel, the canoeist is trying to sleep in his 
canoe, with a hard board for his bed, and the mosquitoes 
singing his lullaby. The average canoeist is rarely able 
to move his cramped legs on awaking in the morning, and 
has to drag himself out of his canoe with groans and 
execrations; but the bicyclist is called firom a spring 
mattress, rested and ready for a comfortable breakfast 



There is probably no athletic sport in the world which can 
for a moment be compared with canoemg in the wide variety 
and bitter torture of the physical miseries which it entails, 
and all fftir-minded bicyclists must, however reluctantly, 
admit that this is true. When we consider the greater 
dangers of bicycling and the supreme suffering of canoeing, 
we cannot readily decide which of the two is the more 
enticing sport. The man who has become addicted to one 
will probably insist upon regarding the other as in&rior 
to it. When the public, however, sees the canoe regatta 
on Lake George, and notes the per-centage of wet and 
cramped canoeists, there can be no doubt that the vast 
superiority of canoeing over bicycling will be enthusiastically 
recognised by the spectators. — New York Times. 



THE UTILISATION OF THE TRICYCLE FOR 
BUSINESS PURPOSES. 
The value of the tricycle as a rapid and important means 
of conmiunication between distant places has been turned 
to practical account by the police and postal authorities of 
Coventry — ^the metropolis of wheels. For some time past 
it has been used by certain police officers in the execution 
of those duties which necessitate rapid conyeyance firom 
one part of the district to another, thereby effecting a con- 
siderable saving of time. Again, for a period which included 
the winter of ISTS'-SO, an "Excelsior" tricycle, manufactured 
by Messrs. Bayliss, Thomas, and Co., of Coventry, was 
brought into reqnsition by the rural postman in the collec- 
tion and delivery of letters between Coventry and Brinklow, 
situated eight miles distant from the city on the Lutterworth 
road, and the journey was performed twice a day, making 
in all thirty-two miles. Recently the venue has been changed 
to another part of the district, the machine being used for 
postal purposes between Coventry and Meriden and the 
adjacent and intervening villages, in place of the ordinary 
mail cart ; and the official thus employed may frequently 
be seen on his periodical journeys, passing through the streets 
of the town and along the country roads, with the receptacle 
for letters fixed upon the framework behind him. 



OLD TALES RETOLD. 



NO. v.— THE XARLT DATS OF THE LONBOK BIC7CLB CLUB. 

The rise of the London Bicycle Club was almost coeval 
with what one may call the Renaissance Period of Bicycular 
History. It is well known that till the build of machines 
was modified by the substitution of metal for wood 
and the use of rubber tyres, the bicycle did not much 
commend itself to the athletic world. Soon after these 
changes were effected a few riders in the northern suburbs 
started the Tension B.C., which, possessing little cohesion, 
after a short and monotonous existence was split into a club 
with its parent's name, and the London Amateur Bicycle 
Club ; for discord was inevitable in a club composed of 
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such cosmopolitan dements as was the former. How 
could brotherly lore continue when the feelings of the 
more precise were constantly shocked by the antics of an 
unconventional member who persisted in joining club runs 
beneath an antique stove-pipe hat ? For a few months the 
London Amateur Bicycle Club dragged on an uneventful 
life, and in spite of the successful debut of Mr. Nevill, its 
captain, on the cinder path — a feeling rapidly gained ground 
among the members that "something must be done.'' 
That " something " was effected one memorable evening at 
a meeting convened by a member at his rooms near Charing 
Cross, at which those who felt the most lively interest in 
the subject were present — ^Messrs. Nevill, Millar, Jolly* 
Tegetmeier, Barrett (A.), and Barrett (E.), when it was 
decided to drop the word Amateur from the title of the 
club, calling the latter thenceforth The London Bicycle Club; 
to confine membership strictly to what, for want of a better 
name, one must call the gentlemen-amateur class, and it 
was suggested that Mr. James Inwards should be asked to 
assume the office of president, which he accepted. Thence- 
forth a change came o'er the spirit of the club's dream, and 
things began to look up. Mr. Frank Jolly became its hono- 
rary secretary, members flocked in apace, and the rapid 
growth of the new dub astonished its most sanguine 
promoters. 

The birth of the L.B.C. therefore dates from the meeting 
on November 11th, 1874. Under the auspices of the new 
club, early in the following year (in January, 1875) occured 
the race between Mr. H. P. Whiting, L.B.C. (amateur 
champion), and the Hon. Ion Keith-Falconer C.U.BLC, 
which was won by the Londoner. This event excited much 
interest both among bicyclists and outside the athletic 
world, the muster at Lillie Bridge being conspicuous by 
the large number of ladies present. Then followed, in 
May, 1875, the extensive race meeting at Alexandra 
Palace, where £200 was given away in prizes ; the conduct 
of the affair being entrusted by the management of the 
Palace to the L.B.C. committee. On May 17, 1875, was 
run the race for the dub captaincy from Kingston Bridge to 
Aldershot and back, won by E. Tegetmeier. The club race 
meeting took place at Lillie Bridge on September 11th, 1875, 
and was very successful. Next year the second captaincy 
race came off (June 5th) from Barnet to Hitchin and back, 
won by A D. Butler in very good time. On July 8th, 1876* 
the club race meeting took place at Lillie Bridge, when the 
race for the District Challenge Cup was won for the S.R by 
Messrs. Wyndham and Riicker. To explain this event, one 
may here observe that the founders of the club, foreseeing 
the difficulty which would always, oppose the attendance at 
the same club run of members who reside in various parts 
of London and the suburbs, grouped the men in four 
divisions— the N. E, N. W., S. W., and S. B. districts, 
each having its district captain and series of Saturday's 
runs ; the whole being ruled by officers and committee, the 



latter composed of delegates from the various districts. 
The challenge cup won by Messrs. Wyndham and Riicker, 
on July 8th, was competed for by delegates from the four 
districts. This mode of arranging the club's domestic 
economy seems to have worked in every way well, and has 
since been adopted by other clubs. On January 10th, 1877 1 
at a general meeting of the London Bicycle Club, Mr. James 
Inwards resigned the presidentship, and received the 
thanks of the club for his past services. At this meeting 
a new district— the West— was established, to meet the 
growing requirements of the dub ; also it was decided that 
the captain should thenceforth be chosen by election, and 
Mr. M. D. Riicker was sdected for the office— a choice 
which gave general satisfaction. The L.B.C. road medals 
were also established, of which one was to be given to each 
man who on Whit Monday rode from Bath to near London 
(100 miles) in ten hours— a plan intended to encourage 
road riders— the margin of time allowed being designedly 
large, as it was felt generally that the road men deserved to 
get a few of the plums, which usually are gathered by the 
cracks on the cinder path. Such are the leading incidents 
in the early life of our club. A. B. 

BICYCLER V. BICYCLIST. 
(From a Oontemporarif.) 

I must emphatically protest against "F. P. H's." new- 
fangled notions. Every classic knows that the v of KvkXos 
(kuklos) is naturally short. It is no doubt allowable to 
lengthen the syllable by dwelling on the two following 
consonants (^'mute and liquid"), but this does not affect 
the natural pronunciation of the vowel itself, which still 
remains short. Now, when a new word is coined in 
England, the quantity of its vowels ought, of course, to be 
determined by the original. Perspicuity indeed has deter- 
mined usage to distinguifih sickle from cycle, but there is no 
reason why we should be called upon to violate usage in 
order to force a false quantity upon bicycle. 

Again, bicycle is no doubt a hybrid, a Greek root with a 
Latin prefix, and ought, properly speaking, to have been 
dicycle. Yet this a^ain is no reason why we should stick 
on a Saxon termination in order to form the Latino-Greeco- 
Saxon concoction bicycler! There are quite enough of 
hybrids in English akeady. The suffix ist is Greek, and is 
perfectly consistent with the root. 

The good Saxon word wheelmen is preferable to either, 
and ou^t to be more often used than it is. X. 

(From the " Bicycling World " Boston, UM.) 
" Where is the Bi. ? " Well, I don't know exactly, but 
I saw part of it at Pope's the other day. It looked as 
if it had struck a reef just abafb the port bow, and careened. 
The handle-bar resembled the frontal ornament of the '* cow 
with the crumpled horn." The backbone had a serpentine 
conformation, badly constricted; one pedal played hide 
and seek in the eccentric back-wheel, and the knock-kneed 
front fork held the other, while the front wheel contained 
more angles and curves than a whole treatise on trigono- 
metry and conic sections. The owner had sent his card 
with it, but that "Bi" was bu'sted. Something had 
happened to it 
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HORRIBLE TALE OP A BICYCLE RIDE. 
A correspondent writes : '' The following incident^ which 
I witnessed on the evening of the 26th instant, will probably 
serve as a warning to bicyclists. While driving down Dadur 
Road in my dog-cart on the evening in question, I suddenly 
heard the cries of natives howling in a most alarming manner 
behind me. I turned round, and great was my surprise to 
see a young man on a tall bicycle flying along at the rate 
of about fourteen miles an hour, with an infuriated bull, 
head down and tail erect, a few yards behind. As the 
bicyclist passed my dog-cart I heard him cry out ' Help ! ' 
I pitied the poor fellow, for I could see the bull was gaining 
ground, and apparently nothing could save him. On went 
the bicycle, but now the bull was only about one yard 
behind. Suddenly, with surprising skill and dexterity, the 
rider turned his bicycle round, and as quick as lightning 
was going in the opposite direction to the bull, amid the 
cheers of hundreds of natives, who could not help admiring 
the address of the hunted youth. Alas ! a worse fate was 
reserved for him. A herd of buffaloes suddenly turning a 
corner of the road received him, not with open arms, but 
with lowered horns. There was a cry, a groan, and all was 
over. The beautiful vehicle, which a few seconds before 
was flying along at raihroad speed, was now so many pieces 
of steel, and the rider, bruised, cut and bleeding, lay 
looking at the mexk."— Bombay Gazette, July 31, 1880. 



STRAY NOTES, 
Two graceful acts were done in the S.E. last Saturday. 
The District Captain was thanked by The O'Reilly for the 
ener^ displayed throughout the season in working up 
his District, and congratulated upon the very successful 
attendances obtained at meets. Also the tlianks of the 
District were given to W. Johns, through J. Williams, for 
his endless good nature in arranging and conducting the 
musical terminations of Club Teas. 

• • • • • • 

The ''Last Meet of the Season" was certainly a cood 
one down there. ^ With members attached and unattached, 
walking cripples in mufti, and eauestrian members, it was 
a big crowd around the festive ooard of " The Haunted 
House." And over all beamed the delighted visage of the 
District Captain. It was fnagnifque, as Napoleon I* said 
on a similar occasion. 

• ••••• 

Eureka ! The extinct Dandy Horse may be studied at 
the Royal Polytechnic Institution, in Regent Street. Go 
down steps on right and grope among the lumber. I did 
so and was rewarded, my attention having been called to 

its existence by a notice in a contemporary last week. 

• ••••• 

In the watches of the night I saw the S.E. contingent 
en route to Purfleet, mistaking Bexlev for Crayford, 
finding that " the Crays had increased and multiplied to a 
wonderful degree," and one member moreover wandering 
seventeen miles from his proper route. Whereat I mar- 
velled, and inferred that they were all here I awoke, 

and lost the thread of the argument. (Vide Report of 
District Captain.) 



Notice boards on dangerous hills have been erected by 
the joint action of the Forest Hill, Kent, Lewisham, 
Sydenham, and West Kent Bicycle Clubs, Dartford, . 
Wrotham, Ightham, West Wickham, Chislehurst, and* 
other hills have been thus provided. 

• ••••• 

A dusting of sandy gravel over a yielding substratum of 
marsh land ! — such are the ingredients of the high road 
from Barking to Rainham. The daily transit of flocks, 
herds, and traction engines wrincs the very inwardness out 
of it, and more than one sturdy S.K visitor to Purfleet will 
long remember the resulting Slough of Despond, over four 
miles long. 

• ••••• 

The ''naval demonstration" that sailed from a N.K 

Krt on the 18th inst., and anchored off the "Long Reach 
kvem," came to nought, and the Tavern still stands in 
solitary grandeur. Can this be ominous of what shall 
happen in another part of the globe ? 

• ••••« 

The Woodford Gazette reports an outbreak of nightingales 
in the neighbourhood of the '' Forest Hotel" last Saturday 
evening, ignorant aj^parently of the fact that the District 
Captain had taken lus N.E. tenor down there. 

• ••••• 

A Dramatic and Musical Soiree Dansante ({[ood nair.'^ 
that) is said to be on the tapis for the coming wi^^*^ . 
Should we only get a fractional part it will cont«^nt <» 
However, doubtless something will be done at the Dramatic 
Meeting on 7th inst. 

• ••••• 

The N.W. District Captain writes from Paris, on ?'-. . 
29th, that his Italian Party had safely got so far on : 
long journey ; on Sept. dOm they were to train to Lyo:. 

• ••*•• 

Here is another joke about Balaam's ass ! ! The etoi 
goes that some ancient antiquarian, who prided himsel: 
very much on his collection, while showing a visitor round 
his museum, at last came to a case, before which he stood 
in reverential awe, and, addressing his visitor (a Tank.), 
said, ''Sir, have you ever seen the sword with which 
Balaam dew his ass?" Said the Yank., "I guess not! 
although I've been to seveerial theayters I never yet saw 
that." ^ Then said the A. A, : " Here you behold that very 
lethal instrument ! ! " "Stranger, don't you get trying to 
impose on me somewhat, 'cos it won't go down. I calculate 
the Scripture savs, 'That I had a sword then would I 
slay thee.' Wal, if he hadn't got one, how can you 
have it ? " " My dear sir, I'm aware of that fact, but this 

is the identical sword that Bakam wished for '* 

Collapse of Tank. 

L'hommb qui bit. 
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It has been said that bicycling is distinctly a selfish 
amusement^ an accusation its opponents are apt too glibly 
to repeat, but which a wheelman can sarely find no diffi- 
culty in rebutting. The fact is, our sport tends, more 
than most others, to bring those who practise it into inti- 
mate relationship with each other. During a day's ride 
there are a thousand and one ways in which a man by little 
services and small concessions may add to his companion's 
pleasure, and in so doing increase his own. Meeting, as 
we constantly do week after week upon the road, what 
more natural than the desire to see and know more of each 
other — to meet in social intercourse those whose wheels 
have run with our own o'er many a long mile, through day 
and night, in storm or sunshine. In facilities afforded for so 
doing the L.B.C. stands pre-eminent, and all movements, 
whether they be literary, musical, or dramatic in charac- 
ter, which associate our members in an agreeable manner, 
are deserving of cordial support. Our Club is no ephemeral 
body. It has men in its ranks who look forward to life- 
long membership, in whose memory the mention of the 
L.B.C. recalls events already long since passed, and who 
hope to see their sons — if such there be — ^following in 
their fathers' tracks. To such men the chances to be 
afforded this winter of cultivating the firiendship of their 
brother members will be very welcome. To this end the 



ball which is promised in the S.E. district, and the enter- 
tainments provided by the Orchestral and Dramatic 
Societies, will be regarded as valuable means. On such 
occasions new friendships may be made, and old intimacies 
strengthened. It is surely a liberal and unselfish E^irit 
which prompts men to leave occasionally the road and 
the cinder path that their relatives may meet the members 
whose society has afforded themselves so much pleasure. 



VACANCIES. 
At last General Meeting a very fair complaint was made 
by one member that the Club had not had time to think 
who it would select to fill the chief offices, and in particular 
that of Captain, because it did not know what vacancies there 
would be. We say the complaint was fair, though it was amply 
answered by the fact that the Committee gave the Club the 
earliest possible information on the subject ; but it is, we 
understand, with a view to avoid any similar difficulty that 
one or two of our present officers have already stated their 
intention not to seek re-election. In some cases it is, of 
course, possible that they may be induced to reconsider their 
decision, but we think it well to make it known at once 
that both the Captain and Secretary, as well as the N.W., 
S.W., and S.E. District Captains, have already made this 
announcement, and we would suggest to members that they 
should avail themselves of the opportunity afforded by the 
various Club gatherings now on foot to discuss with their 
fellow-members what is to be done under the circumstances. 
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COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee, held on Monday, 11th 
October, the following gentlemen were elected members of 
the Club :— 



NuMudAddrmi. 
Herbert Soames Jackaon, 8, Hamp* 

■tead Hill Gardena E. S. Price. E. 8. Cnnren. 

Hugh Speed Heal, Gnus Farm, 

Finchley, N., and 8, Borlington 

Street, Brighton M. D. Bucker, Jnn. AahUy Barrett 

The resignation of Mr. G. 0. Walker was accepted as of 
1st January last. 

The resignations of Messrs. J. F. Radford and R. H. 
Short were accepted. 

It was decided to invite Mr. Arthur Adams to become 
an Honorary Member of the Club. 

The Sub-Committee appointed for the purposes of the 
Dinner reported in favour of holding the Dinner at the 
St. James's Hall Restaurant. The report was adopted, 
and it was decided to alter the date from 8th December to 
24th November. 

A letter was read from Mr. H. R. Boyce expressing his 
intention of resigning the post of Secretary at the end of 
* the year, on the ground that it occupied more time than 
he could give to it. 

Mr. Theo. Godlee also intimated his intention of resign- 
ing the Captaincy at the end of the year. 

The Club representatives were desired to support certain 
proposals being brought forward in the Bicycle Union on 
the subject of prizes. 

At a meeting held on the 35th October, the following 
gentlemen were elected membeis of the Club : — 

Mum and AddzMt. PrapoMr. Seeoader. 

Edward Ernest Leeds, 18, Fin- 
borough Bead W.T.Thom, Jan. O. Thorn. 

H. G. Middleton, 17, Bleerington 
Boad, Lee, Kent Ashley Barrett F. M. WiUiams. 

The resignation of Mr. J. C. Raudell was accepted. 



NOTICE. 
ANNUAL DINNER. 



The annual dinner of the Club will take place this year 
at the St. James's Hall Restaurant, Piccadilly, W., on 
Wednesday the 24tli November. The price of a ticket is 
seven shillings, exclusive of wine. Part of this sum 
(sixpence) is devoted to providing a fund for the waiters, 
and gentlemen dining are therefore requested not to give 
the waiters any gratuities. Waiters accepting gratuities 
will not be allowed to share in the attendance fund. 

It is hoped that members will make an effort to be 
present at the dinner, and that many of them will bring 
friends with them. The Committee are most anxious that 
the occasion should be as great a success as in previous 
years. 



Tickets can be obtained of me. P.O.O.'s to be payable 
at Lombard Street. 

Herbert B. Boyce, Hon. Sec. 

35, Warrington Crescent, W., 
October, 1880. 

The Committee having placed the musical arrangements 
for the Annual Dinner in the hands of W. A. Smith, we 
are requested by him to state that he will be gkd to hear 
at onoe from members willing to assist, whether vocally or 
instrumentally. 

SOCIAL EVENINGS. 
S.E. District. 
There will be a social evening in this district on Satur- 
day, 13th November next. A room has been hired for 
the purpose at the " King s Arms Hotel " (B.T.C. house), 
Katherine Street, Croydon, and tea will be on the table at 
6 p.m. The Blackheath division will leave Old Lewisham 
Church at 4.30 p.m., for Croydon. We hope to see a good 
many members from other districts. A train leaves 
Charing Cross at 5.16 p.m., calling at Cannon Street at 
5.26, for East Croydon. A S.K man will meet this train 
at Croydon, to show members of other districts the way. 
Trains leave Croydon constantly up till 11.45 p.m., for 
Victoria, London Bridge, etc. 

Fredk. M. Williams, Dist. Capt 

N.W. District. 
The first social evening meeting in the above district 
will be held at the " Holly Bush Hotel," Hampstead, on 
Saturday the 20th November. Meat tea at seven o'clock 
punctually. I hope that as many N.W. members as pos- 
sible will endeavour to be present, especially as such a 
long notice is given. Members of other districts are most 
cordially invited, and will be heartily welcomed Musical 
men are asked not to forget to bring their songs and music 
with them. We shall be able to have a piano, and I 
think shall be far more comfortable, and better served at 
this house than in former years at " Jack Straw's." Any 
who cannot come in time for tea will perhaps look in later. 
As regards the geographical position of the "Holly Bush 
Hotel," I may say that it is just beyond the fire-engine 
station, at the top of High Street. 

Norman B. Morris, Dist Capt 

N.E. District. 
A social evening will be held in this district on the first 
Saturday in December. Further particulars in next Gazette, 

L.B.O. ORCHESTRAL SOCIETY. 
A Special General Meeting will be held at No. 47, Fins- 
bury Circus, E.C., on Tuesday next, 2nd November, at six 
p.m., to receive tlie resignation of the Hon. Sec.; to con- 
sider the desirability of continuing the Society upon its 
present basis, and if so to elect a successor ; to arrange for 
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an orchestra for the L.6.G. dramatic perfonnance ; and 
various other important matters. I shall be glad if any 
members of the Club who are at all interested will attend 
this meeting. Frank Jollt. 



L.B.C. DRAMATIC SOCIETY. 

A General Meeting of the above was held on the 7th 
Oct. at 35, Eastcheap, at which fourteen members attended. 
It was resolved to expunge Kule 3 as to election of mem- 
bers, and make an addition to Rule 2, which now reads as 
follows : — 

" That the Society oonBut of members of the L.B.C. uid hon. mem* 
ben, the Utter to be elected by the Committee ; one black ball in three 
to exclade." 

The following officers were elected for the ensuing season : 
President — Theo. Godlee ; Committee — ^Ashley Barrett, 
C. C. Fitch, A. Henry, P. Jolly, N. B. Morris, J. A. Waring, 
J. Williams Junr.; Acting Manager — F. M. Williams; 
Hon. Sec. and Treasurer — P. W. Morris. 

It was decided to consult with the Orchestral Society 
and arrange with them and the L.B.C. a date for the per- 
formance which would not clash with the arrangements of 
either. 

At a Committee meeting held on the 13th Oct. the name 
of M. D. Rucker, Junr. was added to the Committee, and 
on the 20th Mr. J. Y. Stepheus, of Miss Litton's company, 
was appointed stage manager. 

Pbed. W. Mobbis, Hon. Sec. 

St. George's Hall, Langham Place, has been engaged for 
Thursday, the 13th January next, on which night it is 
proposed to play Byron's Comedy, " Cyrirs Success." 

Prices of Tickets : — Stalls 4s., Balcony 28., Private Boxes 
21s (to admit four persons). 

Members of the Society will each receire a Stall free on 
application before the date of the performance. 

For all particulars apply to the Hon. Sec. of the LB.C. 
Dramatic Society, and for Tickets to 

Fbedk. M. Williams, Acting Manager. 



SOUTH EAST DISTRICT BALL. 



H. R Boyce, N.W. 
AiUey Barrett 

A. Barker 

H. G. A* Brown. 
E. H. Barrett, N.E. 
Norman Carr 
M. Cassenove 

B. G. Francis 
James Franklin 

C. C. Fitch, N.B. 



Stiwabda. 
B. M. Gmggen, S.W. 
F. Gerich 
Arthur Herbert 
Frank HixMh, N.W. 
F. JoUy, N.E. 
Frank Kinder 
J. Kinder 
F. W. Morris, W. 
R. Newman, N.W. 
J. 0. Oswald 



J. W. Potter 
B.H. Curtis 
W. A. Smith 
H. Mlddleton 
O. A. Smith 
Stephen Smith 
W. Wyndham 
F. IC. Wmiams 
J. Williams, Jnn. 



With the sanction of the Captain of the Club, the 
Sonth-East District Ball will be held on Thursday, the 9th 



of December next, at the l^ublic Hall, Croydon. Members 
of other Districts are cordially invited to be present. 

Tickets — ^Ladies, price 5a, and Gentlemen, price 10s. 6d., 
can be obtained from the Stewards, or from me. 
A train leaves London Bridge at 7.0 p.m. for East Croydon. 
,, „ Charing Cross at 7. 18 p.m., calling at Cannon 

Street at 7.28, for East Croydon. 
„ „ West Croydon at 11.35 for Victoria. 
,, ., East Croydon at 11.45 for London Bridge. 
„ „ Addiscombe Road, Croydon, at 10.55 for 

Lewisham Junction. 
If a sufficient number of men from Blackheath signify 
their intention of being present, an effort will be made to 
arrange for an omnibus to bring them over, and take them 
back. I shall be glad to hear from the Blackheath members 
on the subject. 

Members are particularly requested to apply soon for 
Tickets, so that an estimate may be arrived at of the 
numbers likely to be present. 

F. M. Williams, Dist. Capt. 



WEST-NGRTH-WEST MEET. 
The weather on the first two Saturdays in October was 
most unpropitious, but on the 16th two Western members 
betook themselves to Tally-ho at 4.30, meeting on the road 
E. Scott, of Ealing, who was on his way home from Edin- 
burgh ; having ridden from St. Neots that day he did not 
feel inclined to join in our run. After waiting nearly half 
an hour, Hill and a friend appeared to represent the N.W., 
and tracks were made for Northaw. '* The Sun" was not 
so well prepared as it was when we visited the place a few 
weeks ago, but we did pretty well, and, after a chat by the 
fire, rode home by the high road. It was a splendid day 
for riding, the roads were in capital condition, and the run 
altogether very enjoyable. Alison came to '' Jack Straw's " 
but could not join us, as he had not yet received his 
machine from the makers. Distance 25 miles from Hamp- 
stead. Present : Hill, Langmore, Law, and a visitor. 



MEET WITH THE D.B.Bi.C. 

It is only fair to the responsible parties to say that this 
run was originally suggested last May, and was finally 
decided on in the early part of October, when weather and 
roads were all but perfect, or it might appear strange that 
such an idea should ever have been mooted. Some apology 
is also due to members for the short notice they received of 
the event, but hotel arrangements and correspondence with 
the D.B.Bi.C. made it impossible to avoid this. 

The N.E. report commences with the Captain leaving 
Whip's Cross at 2.20, and picking up Hough at the usual 
meeting-place at the Lea Bridge Road. The pair proceede4 
by some of the thickest sheet-mud on record to Efomsey, 
and so on as hard as theiy could drive to '' Jack Straw's." 
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Here Hill and Langridge and a member's brother were 
found, and rather slow progress made by the lanes to 
Acton and the Uxbridge Roai Soon after starting on this 
thoroughfare an accident, arising out of a lamp and a little 
uncertainty, nearly resulted in something serious ; but by 
great good chance two men and bicycles piled upon new- 
laid granite and a kerbstone produced no evil effects 
whatever. 

The West, meanwhile, after expecting the S.K at Acton, 
had started four strong for Uxbridge. Smith, after going 
some way, however, left them, as he could not st^nd night 
air, and the trio proceeded over not very cheerful macadam 
to Hillingdon. HereK. M. Gruggen — who,astheS.W.,had 
left Hounslow at 4.30 — ^was found, and a few minutes after 
the N.E. and N.W. joined the party. Lamps were then 
lighted. The road to Uxbridge proved very fair, but that 
is more than can be said for the last eight miles to 
Beaconsfield; mud thicker and thicker, with only the 
variation of stones, disgusted everyone, and Langridge had 
a nasty fall into the bargain. The miles were long, and 
the party in the darkness gradually tailed off, reaching the 
" Saracen's Head " in twos and threes. Here were four 
Oxford men, two being joint members of both clubs, and 
three S.E. men, who had come down by road and rail 
without their machines, as the drenching rain which visited 
the S.£. in the morning had discouraged them. It was 
past seven before the riders sat down to a substantial tea, 
and two D.B.Bi.G. men left to catch a train at once, being 
followed about half-an-hour after by the other two, who 
were going to ride back. 

As 8.45 approached three members decided on a return 
plough, and accordingly Gruggen, Hill, and Law started on 
tbeir homeward route. Three more-i— the Captain, Lang- 
more, and Hough — ^hearing of better roads to Slough, took 
that route, and returned to town by train, reporting the 
road simply perfect. The moon, not having been ordered, 
came out most splendidly, and lighted the returning 
travellers home. Thus ended the last run of at all an 
official character for 1880. Present : N.K, Hough, Theo. 
Godlee; KW., W. T. Hill; IT., J. W. Langmore, Law, 
A. H. Koch; B.W., R. M. Gruggen, Langridge; S.E., 
Barker, Ashley Barrett, F. M. Williams (District Captain). 
Joint members : H. R. Reynolds, M. H. Jephson. 

Theo. Godleb, Captain. 



STOURBRIDGE TO LONDON, wa GLOUCESTER. 

Tuesday. In splendid weather we left Stourbridge at 
eleven o'clock, and, riding over rough and somewhat hilly 
roads, we reached Kidderminster, the streets through this 
dirty town being stony, narrow, and steep. Before arriving 
at Hartlebury, one of us had a fall in avoiding some horses 
which came suddenly out of a field ; this so far loosened 
the hind-wheel tyre that before we had gone many yards 
we had to dismount and tie it with string. At the village 



we applied to a country blacksmith, who patched up the 
tyre in a most rustic fashion. The roads through Ombersley 
improved somewhat, and the country was very pretty to 
Worcester (21 miles), where we occupied ourselves for an 
hour with a visit to the cathedral, which is very fine. On 
remounting, we progressed fSairly for about eight miles, till 
we came to a steep, nameless hill, from the top of which 
the view on a clear day must be splendid, situated as it is 
between the rivers Avon and Severn. The fogs from the 
rivers compelled us, at six o'clock, to light our lamps ; and 
before arriving at Tewkesbury (36 miles) the fog was so 
dense that we could not see many yards in front of us. 
The roads in the bst stage were very fair throughout. 
After refreshing we took the road for Gloucester ; we found 
that riding was almost an impossibility, owing to the dense- 
ness of the fog and the number of vehicles returning to 
Tewkesbury from Gloucester Fair. We arrived at Gloucester 
without further accident at 9.30, and put up at "The Bell 
Hotel," which we can highly recommend. (Distance, 
46 miles.) 

Wedn^ay. While the injured bicycle was having a 
new tyre put on we visited Gloucester Cathedral, and other 
places of interest. We got our lunch at " The Bell," and 
then rode on leisurely to Cheltenham, over the very worst 
of macadam roads. Distance nine miles. We put up at 
"The Queen's Hotel," which seems the best in the town. 
The rest of the day we spent in seeing the town, dining, etc. 

Thursday. We left Cheltenham soon after ten, and on 
an almost continuous ascent reached Andoversford. There 
are near here two tremendous hills belonging to the Cots- 
wold range. The road continues to Northleach (13 miles) 
at a considerable elevation — the surface is very hard and 
rough, but the air extremely bracing. Burford we arrived 
at about twelve ; there is a steep hill out of the town and 
rather pretty scenery. The roads to Witney improved 
considerably ; here we had a good luncheon at " The Marl- 
borough Hotel." This market town is famous for its beer, 
which really deserves its good name. From Witney to 
Oxford (nine miles; the roads are very fair. We had to 
pay toll for our bicycles at about five miles from Oxford, to 
pass over a private bridge belonging to Lord Abingdon. 
We got to Oxford soon after five, and put up at the 
" Randolph Hotel," where the accommodation is first-class. 

Friday. Leaving Oxford at ten we lost our way, and 
found ourselves at Horspath ; we got on to the main road, 
however, at Wheatley, after making a detour of two miles. 
The roads to High Wycombe are excellent. Most bicyclists 
know the agonies and joys respectively of the ascent and 
descent of Stokenchurch Hill in a broiling sun, so suffice it 
to state that at High Wycombe we went to the " Red Lion,'* 
head-quarters of the B.T.C., and got a good lunch, Thea 
the roads became awfully dusty and stony, especially after 
Beaconsfield had been passed. The macadam from Uxbridge 
was quite a treat after the horrors of the aforesaid road^^ 
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Ealing we reached in safety at seveDi and thence home 
(51 miles), after a pleasant easy-going tour in glorious 
weather, for which we are especially thankfiil, seeing what 
a day the LA.G. had for their sports on Saturday. Total 
distance 145 miles. Miles registered hy cyclometer 150^ 
miles, which is very correct considering the extra distance 
covered in the towna Two 0. L's. 



A SOLITARY RIDE. 



Tlie village clock was striking five ; the stars were 
shining faintly, while a radiance in the east showed that 
sunrise was at hand, as I stole out one October morning 
for a ride to Winchester. A head wind and rain, I thought, 
as the south-west moaned in the branches over my head, 
" but that is my usual luck," and I was soon breasting the 
breeze, and scaring the rabbits over Hayes Common. 
Through Addington, and down the rough side of Coombe 
Hill, and from Duppas Hill I gazed forth on the sleeping 
stronghold of the south-east. The morning was as lovely 
as could be, but the sun rising blood-red foreshadowed the 
coming rain. Sutton, Ewell, and Epsom were left behind. 
Keen blew the opposing blast over Ashstead Common, and 
then Leatherhead was reached. After a devious course among 
the Ockham lanes I emerged on the Portsmouth Road, just 
above Ripley, and it was barely nine when I rode under 
the archway into the stableyard of the ''Angel," Guildford, 
which is too well known to need any recommendation of 
mine. Having done justice to a capital breakfast I made 
a start about ten, and after rattling my bones and 
machine not a little over the cobble stones of Qodalming, 
I reached Witley Common, and commenced the long 
ascent up to the *' Hind Head." Visions of a certain day 
on Marlborough Downs rose in my mind as I ground 
my wheel round methodically, the wind playing music^ly 
among the spokes. The view from the top was gloriously 
clear, and I paused a moment or two in contemplation* 
The fine run down to Liphook was considerably spoilt 
by the wind and patches of new stones, which caused 
two dismounts ; and I improved the occasion by giving the 
men, who were carting on the road a compound of loose 
gravel and large lumps of ^ndstone, an impromptu disser- 
tation on the art of road making, and the advisability of 
leaving a small margin by the side of the road for bicycles 
to pass. The sky was clouded over and the weather looked 
threatening as I entered Petersfield, whfle the wind swept 
down against me from the Downs as I toiled up the cutting 
of Butser Hill. Passing through Blendworth I gained the 
crest of Portsdown Hill, Portsmouth, with its dockyards 
and ships, lay below, and beyond — the Isle of Wight, with 
a dark background of storm clouds. Descending to Cosham 
I turned to the right and rode through Porchester to Fare- 
ham, and here, as it began to rain, I dismounted at a small 
inn on the left — the first I came to— and during lunch 
weighed well within myself the advantages of going on by 



train. However, after waiting irresolutely until four o'clock 
it seemed to clear up a little, and I decided to push on by 
road ; so mounting, I rode on through Tichfield towards 
Southampton, as I was told that was the better though 
longer road to Winchester. As I took a right-hand turning 
about three miles beyond Tichfield the rain came down in 
earnest, so I put it on in the hopes of catching the train at 
Botley Station. The train had just gone, and there was 
not another for three hours ! This was pleasant, but as at 
six o'clock the storm of rain had subsided into a steady 
drizzle, and Winchester was only twelve miles on, I resolved 
on a final attempt, and after making as much as I could of 
the fast-fading twilight, through mud, rain, and darkness — 
mitigated somewhat by a Dearlove's lamp, which had not 
yet acquired the habit of my Salsbury of refusing to shine 
on critical occasions— I at length completed my journey, 
and landed myself at the " Royal Hotel " at half-past seven^ 
after about the hardest hundred miles it has ever been 
my lot to accomplish. 

I will not dwell on the delights of a day spent at 
Winchester. The comforts of the " Royal," with its shaded 
garden, endeared to the votaries of the rod ; the glorious 
old town, abounding in records of the past, with its fine 
cathedral ; the walks down by the stream, spanned by a 
bridge worthy of Venice ; the Bishop's Palace and College ; 
the views firom St. Giles and St Catherine's Hills. 

Six o'clock on Monday morning found me again in the 
saddle, bound for home, the sky cloudy, with a stifiSsh 
breeze from the north-east. The summit of the downs 
reached, a wrong turning took me off the direct road to 
Petersfield and led to a little fancy cross-country riding, 
including some grass slopes to descend. I was forced to 
intrude on a gipsy encampment, and was shown a stony 
lane, which at length brought me to habitable regions and 
a good road at Warnford; thence to East Meon was 
straight sailing, and here I was advised to take the right- 
hand road which led along the valley, past a picturesque 
old mill, and joined the main road about four miles on. 
After a dismount and some delay at the level crossing, I 
arrived at the " Dolphin," Petersfield, as hungry as a wolf. 
Having devoured a basin of bread and milk, a chop, four 
eggs, and some marmalade, I left at nine o'clock, and rode 
over a good undulating road to Medhurst (11 miles). 
Here it began to rain ; however, resisting the tempta- 
tion of shelter under the wings of the '' Spread Eagle," 
I raced through Cowdroy Park, with a passing glance 
at the ruins of the Abbey, which are well worth the 
visit I had paid them on a previous occasion, and soon 
arrived at Petworth. After a short descent, there 
was a long hill up, newly stoned, then roughish through 
Wisborough Green to Billinghurst. With wind and rain at 
my teeth, I hailed joyfully the appearance of Horsham. 
Pulling up at an inn, 1 inquired the next train to Croydon. 
'' There is one due now/' said the waiter, after some 
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scrambling through a Brighton time-table, " but 3*on won't 
catch that, as the station is a mile from here/' " I can 
try/' replied I, as I hopped on my machine and made a 
dash in the direction indicated. Fortunately the train was 
kte, so I had time for some slight refreshment, and con- 
soled myself during the journey with my pipe, and by trying 
to imagine how much wetter I should have got had I faced 
the pelting rain. On arriving at East Croydon station it 
cleared up a little, so I had a comparatively dry ride home. 
" Ah," I ejaculated philosophically, as I sat down to tea 
in the bosom of my family, " the pleasantest part of a 
bicycle ride in the wet is the sense of having done it." 

R. G. Francis. 



STRAY NOTES. 



The opening of the new track at the Crystal Palace was 

well attended by L.B.C. men on the 9th inst. I noticed, 

in the crowd, Gerich, Franklin, Rucker, H. G. and 

C. Brown, Herbert, N. Carr, Hindley, Coleman, Wyndham, 

Potter, and the S.E. District Cf^>tain. 

« • « • « • 

Piscatorial members may be interested in learning that, 

as reported in 7^ Field of October 2nd, Mr. Charles 

Darling, while spinning from a skiff near Magna Charta 

Island, hooked a jack of 12 lbs., which, after a good fight, 

was landed by Mrs. Darling in an umbrella. 

From the Times, October 6th : — 

''At St. Stephen*! LewiBham, by the Rev. R. Rhodei Bristow, M.A., 
▼ioar, Cyril James, fourth son of the late Rev. John Turner, rector of 
Tiffield, Northamptonshire, to Una Spenser, second daughter of John 

H. BoaseU, Blessington Road, Lee, Kent." 

• ••••• 

W. T. Hill is reported to have ridden up Holywell Hill, 

near St. Alban's, on October 18tb. 

• ••««• 

Outside an hotel in Warwickshire appears the following :— 
''Bicycle Touring Club Head Quarters. Funerab econo- 
mically conducted by means of a Shillibeer." 

The Captain will be on view at the S.E. Social. 

• ••••• 

Rustic unU, the hob-nailed philosophy of the people, is 
often more pregnant than it might at the first blush seem 
to be. Said a son of the soil the other day to a long 
Western man ou his 62-inch, " You're nearer Heaven now, 
marster, than you ever will be," thus tersely embod3ring 
bis notion of altitude with a sly hit at the rider's chance of 

future beatitude. 

• • • • • • 

From a Contemporary : — 

"Thomas G. Richardson, taUor, Birmingham, was summoned for 
riding a bicycle without a light after sunset. Defendant said he was 
not riding a bicycle, but only a " bone-shaker." The Bench fined him 
Is. and 10s. 6d. costs.*' 

The ingenuity of the tailor's defence almost deserved 
success. 



The superintendent of the Whip's Gross Stable is at me 
again: "Why go to the Polytechnic to see a dandy 
horse ? One can be studied in the immediate proximity 
of this establishment for nothing, and it has the merit of 
being tie one on which more than one officer of the L.B.C. 

gained his first idea of a two-wheeler." 

• ••••• 

The treasurer writes Aom the wilds of New Zealand with 
accounts of Maori life. He has been putting up in native 
huts, liobanobbing with the cheery cannibal, and bathing 
in Geyser springs almost too hot for comfort. 

There is a rumour afloat that the Treasurer has sailed 

for England, but this is not generally believed. 

• ••#•• 

The Italian trio (N. B. Morris, H. P. Jennings, and W. J. 
Williams) have returned. The former tells of glorious 
sunshine and summer seas on the Mediterranean coast, 

while we poor dev , wheelmen I should say — ^were being 

drenched and buffeted by the dreadful climate of this 
much-tried island. Their adventures will be narrated by 
the S. W. man, who will without doubt give us an interesting 
record. Italy seems to afford virgin soil for our sport, so 
an Italian run can hardly fail to afford plenty of incident 

and novelty. 

• •••«• 

The N.W. District Captain was fortunate enough to 
spread out very flat an Italian peasant, gazing with open 
mouth at the struggles of his "Humber " among the points 
of a Plorentine tram-line. " Humber," the District Captain, 
and sixteen pounds of luggage, took him fair in the centre 
as they came down, "and the subsequent proceedings 
interested him no more.*' L'hoxhe qui bit. 



BYE-LAWS FOR WARWICK. 
(From an occasional Correspondent). 
The new bve-laws for the county of Warwick, sanctioned 
by the Local Government Board on 8th September last, 
will come in force on 18th March, 1881. They provide, 
inter alia, that bicyclists shall keep to the right, and carry 
lamps. On overtaking a carriage, horse, or foot-passenger, 
the bicyclist shall sound a bell or whistle within a reasonable 
distance, as a warning of his approach, and if a horse becomes 
restive or shy the bicyclist shaJl immediately dismount and 
draw aside till the horse has passed. Two or more bicyclists 
are not to go abreast when meeting, passing^ or overtaking 
any vehicle or animal A penalty of £2 is imposed for 
breach of the bye-laws. 

EXCHANGE LIST. 

Por Sale. — 56-in. "Humber" racer: japanned, weight 
30 lbs., hollow forks, ball bearings to both wheels, 24-in. 
bar, etc., as good as new. rrice only £12 10s. — 
Wadhimi Wyndham, Reigate. 

On view in the City, a 57in. " Humber," light roadster ; 
all nickeled, except felloes and spokes; brake; seven 
months old ; ball hearing to both wheels ; in perfect con- 
dition. — For further particulars send a post-card to A. W. 
Chippindale, University Boat Club, Oxford. 
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OLD WORLD HAUNTS.— No. VIL 

KBNILWOBTH— out's OLIFF— WABWICK— STRATFOBD-ON-AVON 
— BTESHAM— WOR0B8TBR — ^MALVERN — ^LBDBUBT — ROSS — 
HEREFORD— THB W7E, ITS BEAUTIES AND ANTIQ0ITIBS. 

The road from London to Coventry is well-known, as is 
also that fine five miles from the city to Kenilworth Castle, 
supposed to have been named after the Mercian king 
Eenelm. A fortified place from the Saxon period, it saw 
various possessors before its presentation by Elizabeth to 
Bobert Dudley, Earl of Leicester, who expended £60,000 
upon it The extensive ruins are most interesting. There 
is also a fine church with a Norman porch, and the remains 
of an ancient priory. Four miles on the road to Warwick 
is Guy's Cliff, situate on the river Avon. A legend says 
that the great Guy of Warwick, after his duel with Cole- 
brand, led the life of a hermit here until his death. At all 
events a chantry was founded on this spot, in which is a 
statue of " Guy " eight feet in height, now much defaced. 
The rock is frill of excavations, some of which are now used 
as stables. In the park grounds, on the opposite side of 
the road, and on an elevation to the right called Blacklow 
Hill, stands the Gaveston Cross, which marks the spot where 
Piers Gaveston was beheaded, as the inscription says, '' by 
Barons lawless as himself, the hateful minion of a hateful 
King, in life and death a memorable instance of misrule." 
Resuming the road, a mile and a quarter brings us to War- 
wick, where the Castle, situated boldly <m the Avon, claims 
attention. This fine building occupies an area of three 
acres, and stands about 100 feet above the water's edge. 
The oldest part of the structure is Caasar's tower, 
147 feet in height, octangular, of immense strength, 
and in fine preservation. There is abo Guy's tower 
not so lofty as Csesar's. In the greenhouse is the celebrated 
Warwick Vase, said to be carved out of a solid block of 
marble, and which was found at Tivoli in 1774. The 
Church, with the Beauchamp Chapel, and the Leicester 
Hospital (where some needlework from the fingers of Amy 
Robsart is shown), and the Ancient Gatewa3rs, are all 
interesting. Biding through Longbridge and Black Hill 
we reach Stratford-on-Avon. Here, of course, Shakspeare's 
house in Henley Street, and the many relics which it con- 
tains, will be examined. The old bridge of fourteen arches 
is a curious structure. From Stratford, via Alcester, to 
Evesham, is about eighteen miles of good road. A 
Benedictine Abbey was founded here it a.d. 709, by 
Ethelred, and it was once very wealthy ; but little of this 
building now remains except the beautiful bell-tower, 
erected a.d. 1533, for which the town is justly celebrated. 
Passing Half-way House and Spetchley, we arrive at 
Worcester, which stands on Ryknield Street, and is 
exremely ancient, dating from the ancient British, who 
called it Caer-Guorangon. It was afterwards Roman, then 
Saxon and Danish, and was burned by Hardicanute in a.d. 
1041. It is chiefly celebrated for its Cathedral, the original 



structure of which was built by Offa in 983, afterwards 
rebuilt in a.d. 1218, and now stands pretty much as then. 
The architecture is early Norman, coming down to the 
later styles ; its appearance when seen in the distance from 
the Malvern Hills is very picturesque. There is capital 
bathing in the Severn, about half-a-mile to the right of the 
bridge. From Worcester to Great Malvern is about eight 
and a half miles, and the road is hilly. Malvern is a finely 
situated town, built principally on the slope of the great 
hills. The roads both in it and round it are extremely 
hilly, and many are very dangerous, notably that, which is, 
if I remember, caUed the Winds' Gap. 

The Priory Chnrch is a grand old edifice, partly Early 
Norman, the tower (Early English) being especially fine, 
and seen from the surrounding hills the effect is very pic- 
turesque. The town was until lately a mere village, but 
has been brought into repute by the. Singular purity of the 
water, of which there is great abundance. Situate far up 
in the bosom of the hill, St. Anne's Well is strikingly pic- 
turesque. Leaving this beautiful place, a long and stiff 
incline brings us to the summit of the Wych Pass, an arti- 
ficial cutting through the solid rock ; from here the road 
descends rather abruptly to the " British Camp Inn," but 
the climb to the top of the Malvern Hills, the summit of 
which is 1444 feet above sea level, will amply repay the 
trouble, unless one prefers to ride to the foot of the great 
Hereford Beacon, 1370 feet, and having fortified himself at 
the " British Camp Inn " with some capital cider, accom- 
plishes its ascent. This wonderful British earthwork, 
crowned with a strong fort, is 3300 feet in length, and 
nearly 9000 feet in circumference. From its summit exten- 
sive and charming views, over some ten or twelve counties, 
are commanded : on the east the magnificent valley of the 
Severn, on the S.S.W. the far-distant Bristol Channel, on 
the west the smiling valleys of the Leddon and the Frome, 
and last but not least the beautiful Wye. On a bright day, 
with a good glass, the Cathedrals of Hereford, Worcester, 
and Gloucester, and the black mountains of Radnor, are 
visible. From this place to Ledbury the best way is to 
strike the ancient ridgway which runs through Eastnor 
Park. The surface of this road is something for a bicyclist 
to recollect, and it slopes gradually until an iron gate is 
reached. Passing through this, and bearing to the right, 
the village of Eastnor is reached. Inn, " The Somers' Arms." 
A short ride will find us at Ledbury, celebrated for cider, 
and a more refreshing beverage on a hot summer's day is 
not to be found. The church is the only ancient object of 
interest here. There is some fine Norman work in it worth 
a visit. From Ledbury to Hereford, by the Trumpets, 
Stoke Edith and Lugwardine is sixteen miles. There is a 
steep descent into Hereford, on the Wye, a town of great 
antiquity, and formerly posse&sed a castle of great strength, 
but it was completely sacked and ruined in 1065 a.d. by 
Llewelyn of Wales. The cathedral is, of course, widely 
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known for its antiquity. From Hereford to Ross is fifteen 
miles, and the road runs through most charming scenery, 
crossing the Wye two or three times- This lovely stream, 
with its richly-wooded banks and serpentine coarse, winding 
its way at the foot of the towering hills, possesses a charm 
which no other English riyer can approach. Eyer]rwhere 
nothing but exquisite beauty. 

W. A. S. 
(To be continued.) 



To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 

Sib, — It has long been a stock argument with the 
advocates of small clubs that there can be no real esprit de 
corps in large clubs, or that at best this is confined to the 
several 'districts," and that for most practical purposes 
these local divisions might as well be considered so many 
different clubs. 

Members of the L.B.C. are well aware of the fallacy of 
this oft-repeated argument, but as one case in point is 
alwa3rs better than many general statements, perhaps you 
will allow us to give our experience during our recent tour. 

First at Tewkesbury. We had not been long at our hotel 
when a gentleman sent in his card and introduced himself 
as a former member of the S.E. division, and brother of a 
present member. Having heard that some L.B.G. men 
had been seen in the town, he at once called, invited us to 
spend the evening at his house, and was exceedingly kind 
and hospitable. 

At Wells, again, we met with a former member of the 
N.E., who kindly introduced us to the Captain of the local 
club, and was at some trouble to procure for us information 
about the roads and distances in Somerset and North 
Devon, which we found most useful 

We do not suppose that our experience in this respect 
was at all exceptional, but for the reason above given it 
may be worth while to state the fact, more especially as it 
gives us the opportunity of thanking Messrs. Tylor and 
Hatfield for their kindness and attention. — ^We are, sir, 
yours, etc., 

W. T. H., oftheN.W., and 

C. B. L. and J. W. L., of the N.W. divisions. 



CAUTION. 

To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette, 

Sib, — ^Being interested in the welfare of the members of 
the L.B.C., and anxious that they should not make a more 
intimate acquaintance with the surface of mother earth 
than is absolutely unavoidable, I hasten to place before 
their illustrious eyes the following extract fix)m a local 
newspaper : — 

'* The notice to bicydiBts to ride down onr hiDs cantionslj should be 



sapplemented with » eantion to ' Beware of nuui-tnpe,* becanae the 
gratangs of the fewer Tentilaton— as pat down Widmore HiU, near 
Bromley, 8.E. diatrict— are laid lengthwise, the ban being sufficiently 
wide apart to admit between them the tyre of a bipyde, I onoe saw a 
machine caoght in one of these traps, and the rider was shot into the 
air as if he had come otat of a cati^mlt, and, falling npon ' all fonrs,' 
sustained each a shaking «ad braising as he wiU remember to the last 
day of his life." 

** What a falling off was theie r 
An ye bicyclists beware. 

Solicitudinously yours, 

' Una Sobella. 
(A member's sister, — ^Ed.) 



DE OMNIBUS REBUS. 

To the Editor of the London Bicycle aub Gazette. 

Sib, — I forward you the enclosed cutting from The Field 
of the 18th ultimo. The machine is doubtless the one 
mentioned in a back number of the Gazette. 

" WANTED. — A gentleman of good means and position to assist 
advertiser with £100, to bring into the market a new and wonderful 
invention— A ONE-WHEEL YELOCIPEDE—which will supersede 
for immense speed and complete safety everything propeUed by manual 
power in the world.^ Address, Loun Davis, Post-offioe, Bishop's 
Wsltham, Hants." 

Your Contemporaries " X " is quite right ; of course the 
name of our steel horse ought to have been formed from 
"fits" and "kvkAo9," whence it would be good Latin to 
say : '' Machinam dicyclicam ascendewtem Jonesium vidi.*' 

1 also enclose a cutting from a contemporary; — 
evidently the author has not a very large circle of 
acquaintance among wheelmen, or perhaps his 'cycling 
friends are of the ** monkey-on-a-stick " persuasion. At any 
ratQ let us hope so, for the sake of those who ride in an 
upright manner. 

*'A11 the bicyclists we know get more bow-legged and rotind- 
shonldered every time we meet them. And we dont feel sorry for 
them in the least." 

Yours truly,— (The L.B.C.) X. 



NOTICE TO CORBESPONDENTS. 

All contributions mnst be addressed to *' The Editor, L.B.C. Gazette, 
85, Eastchei^ E.C.," and must bear the name of the author, though not 
necessarily for insertion. They must be written on one side of the 
paper only, and, if immediate insertion is desired, must be received not 
later than Wednesday morning. Messrs. Darling supply portfolios in 
which unbound oopiea of the Gauptte may be kept ; cost is 2s. ; stamped 
on outside with the Club badge. There are still a few covers for 1878, 
and members can be supplied with back numbers of the Gazette at the 
cost of Id. each. 
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Numerous things tend to remind us that the post of 
Honorary Secretary becomes vacant at the Annual General 
Meeting, and that, alas ! Boyce declines re-election ; and 
any gentleman Yiho is willing to offer his services to the 
Club in that capacity is requested to do so at once. 
Under these circumstances, we venture to give some 
idea of the duties which that ofi&cer has to perform. 
He has to summon the Committee Meetings by sending 
round to each member of the Committee a notice of 
the date, time, and place of meeting, with an agenda 
paper containing particulars of any business to be 
transacted; to attend the meetings, and take notes of 
the proceedings for the minutes, and afterwards to 
draw up short reports for these columns ; to write to 
new members, with notices of their election ; to write, 
accepting resignations, and any other letters neces- 
sitated by what has passed at Committee. 

The summoning of, and drawing up the agenda 
paper for, a General Meeting are of course also the 
work of the Honorary Secretary ; so far he is Honorary 
Secretary of the Club ; but the Honorary Secretary is, 
ex officio, a member of all Sub-Committees, and thus 
Secretary of them too, and the hardest work of the 
year is that entailed by his connection with the Race 
Committee. He has to see to the printing of the 



tickets, entry forms, handbills, posters, and programmes; 
to the advertising of the meetings, and to engaging 
the ground, band, policemen, commissionaires, etc., and 
procure the services of clerks of the course, referees, 
etc. He is responsible for the distribution of tickets, 
all of which have to be accounted for to him. 

At the race meetings, the principal duties of the 
Honorary Secretary are generally supposed to be to 
rush about with pencil and programme in hand with 
seeming importance, and to ring the bell whenever 
occasion requires or impulse prompts; but perhaps 
onlookers hardly realise that he is busy all the time. 

During the months of July, August, September, and 
October, there is, practically, no work, except an occa- 
sional Committee Meeting, and the collection of money 
for unpaid-for race tickets. 

In November the Club Dinner is held, and the Hono- 
rary Secretary must see to the printing and distri- 
bution of tickets ; he has also, as Honorary Secretary 
of the Dinner Committee, to make the arrangements 
for the dinner. At the dinner he must make a 
speech. 

Ill December he must draw up the first draft of the 
Annual Report of the Committee, which is in large part com- 
piled from the District Captains' reports and information 
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supplied by members, to be submitted to the Captain and 
Committee before publication. The Honorary Secretary 
must see to the printing of it, and to sending it round. 
After the general meeting he must see to the compilation 
and publishing of the book of rules, etc. 

In addition to the aboYe, the Honorary Secretary must 
keep the rota of members, entering all changes of residence, 
and giving notice to the Club printers. There is also a 
varying amount of miscellaneous correspondence to be 
carried on. 

The annual match with the C.n.6i.C. is arranged by 
the Captain ; but should the match be held in town, the 
Honorary Secretary must undertake the printing of pro- 
grammes, advertisements, engaging of ground, etc., as in 
other race meetings, and there are rumours of an Oxford 
match as well next year. With the Road Trial, and all 
general meets and club runs, the Honorary Secretary 
has nothing to do, but the above sketch will show that 
he has a good deal on his hands, and while we hope it 
may discourage no rising genius, we feel it only fair to 
give some notion of what there is to do, that no one may 
take office under a false impression. 



NOTICE. 
The Lombard B.C., N.W. District, have very kindly sent 
a special invitation to the L.B.C. to their Social, at 
"Jack Straw's Castle," on the 8th December, at 7.30. 
The company is to be confined to our two clubs and the 
Bekize and Druids. They also invite us to the subsequent 
meetings once a fortnight. Theo. Godlsb. 



ANNUAL REPORT. 

District Captains are requested to forward me their 
reports for the year at their early convenience. 

Members are requested to send in accounts of tours, and 
also notes of distances of 100 mUes or over ridden in one 
day. 

Racing members are requested to let me have lists of 
prizes won by them during the year. 

HsBBERT R BoTOB, Hon. Sec. 

35, Warrington Crescent, 30th November, 1880. 



THE CLUB DINNER. 
The Annual Dinner took place on November 24th, at St. 
James's Restaurant, and was well attended. Oeneral satis- 
faction seems to have been felt at the way in which it was 
served, and the absence of our President and late Captain 
was the only source of regret. The chair was taken by the 
Captain at seven p.m. The following toasts were proposed : 



T. GoDLBB (Captain) proposed ''The Queen and the 
Royal Family," and regretted the absence of the President 
at Leipsic prevented his presence this evening. 

H. R. BoTCE proposed " The Army, Navy, and Reserve 
Forces," and coupled therewith the name of R. H. Curtis. 

R. H. CuBTis replied : — " My task is a difficult one, and 
it is not easy to do full justice to the toast. I can only 
say that the critical situations in which the forces have 
lately found themselves have tested them severely, and 
have, I hope, not found them wanting. I trust, gentlemen, 
in the future we shall continue to deserve your confidence." 
Mr. Cornell, in proposing " The London Bicycle Club," 
coupled with it the name of T. Godlee, and said : — " 1 
am pleased to meet so many L.B.C. men here this evening. 
It is a club which occupies the first place in the metro- 
polis, from its numbers, its widely embracive name, and 
from the many good fellows who compose it. In years gone 
by I remember the pleasure I had in meeting its JoUif 
Secretary, and also recollect not very long ago coming 
across at Etretat the tracks of eight of its members touring 
in the north of France. Mr. Godlee has shown that he 
is determined the interests of the Club shall not suffer 
in his hands." 

Theo. Godlee, in reply, said: — "I am sure it must 
be very pleasant to us all, and I speak not only 
for those present but for the large body of the Club 
who are absent, to hear the health of this Club proposed in 
the very kind way it has been by Mr. Cornell, who knows 
so much of us, and has done so much for us, and I thank 
him very much for what he has said. The task of replying 
for the Club is, I believe, an occasion for passing in review 
the events of the past year, and that I will endeavour to 
do. As regards numbers, the Club has rather more than 
retained its old figure. In a club such as ours old men 
are necessarily leaving, and we can hardly hope to increase 
much. One important event, of which I am reminded by 
Mr. Mayor's presence, was the Cambridge meet at Hitchin, 
which all who were fortunate enough to attend will agree 
was a complete success. As regards the races against that 
Club, perhaps the less said the better, as we were not so 
successful as in former years, but I hope we showed we 
could take a licking well, apd shall do better next time, 
and I hear that next year there is some talk of a contest 
with the Oxford Club. As regards our run to meet them 
at Beaconsfield, all will agree that the few minutes spent 
there with the Oxford men, which was from five to twenty 
minutes in all, was very pleasant, and we may hope for 
better luck next time. 

" The next event of importance is the Bath Trials, and 
I shall not enter into the much-vexed question of whether 
they should be run again ; but you will remember that of 
all the large company whom I started from Bath, including 
my friend Mr. Cortis, only one was good enough to meet 
me at the other end. (Loud cries of ' Bravo BuUer !') 
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" Two important institutions, or clubs within our club, 
deserve attention : the Orchestral Society, which gave us 
that capital concert in the spring, and the Dramatic 
Society, whose performances are yet to come, and to whom, 
I am sure, we wish every success. 

" In turning to our main work — club-runs — I shall be 
doing only justice to refer to the admirable energy shown 
by F. M. Williams in the S.E. district, which is to be con- 
summated I hope in the District Ball on the 9th December. 
The N.W., as usual, has been well to the fore. The N.E. 
District Captain has had a difi&cult task, as no less than 
four men have had something to do with it ; and in the 
West we all regret that W. A. Smith has unfortunately been 
indisposed. On the whole, however, a very good attendance 
has been kept up. I may, at this point, refer to the large 
number of joint and general meets, which cannot fail to 
benefit the club, and to bring us in contact with men we 
rarelf see otherwise. 

" I may, perhaps, be allowed to mention that I very 
recently received a letter from your Treasurer, expressing 
his great regret at being absent this evening, and to expres 
a sincere hope that he may be home some time. 

" A review of the past year would be incomplete without 
reference to the Colony, to whom we owe sincere thanks 
for the race-meeting they so ably arranged, and whom we 
hope to see to the fore again next year. 

"There is, however, one drop of bitter in our cup of 
sweet, and that is the fact that so many of your officers 
threaten to resign, and I earnestly beg you to exert your 
influence this evening and afterwards upon all except your 
Captain to induce them to retain office. 

" In conclusion, I have again to thank Mr. Cornell for 
the way he proposed, and you for the way you have 
received this toast, and especially for the way in which you 
have been good enough to receive my own name." 

Stephen Smith proposed " Other Bicycling Clubs," and 
said : — " Mr. Cornell has been kind enough to assign to us 
the first place among Metropolitan Clubs. We have our- 
selves no reason to claim any such pre-eminence ; for so 
long as we may call ourselves worthy compeers of such 
energetic and well-managed institutions as the Pickwick, 
the Surrey, the West Kent, the Wanderers, the Kingston, 
and last, though not least, the two University Clubs, we 
may well be satisfied with our position. Perhaps I ought 
hardly to make comparisons between any of these Clubs, 
but I think no one will take it amiss if I say that first in 
our affections stand the Clubs of Oxford and Cambridge 
Universities, with whom we have so many members in 
common; I therefore have much pleasure in associating 
with this toast the name of the late Captain of the 
Cambridge University Bicycle Club— Mr. Mayor." 

Mr. Mayor (C.U.Bi.C), in replying, said : — "I really don't 
know which is preferable, to meet the L.B.C. men on the 
path or as now, at their annual dinner. I am pleased to 



assure you of the excellent feeling existing between the 
C.U.Bi.C. and the L.B.C., and I know that members of the 
latter have been and always will be welcomed warmly at 
Cambridge. I trust the friendship will always continue 
between these two clubs, the largest and the most influential 
in the world. At the same time we must not forget the 
smaller bicycling associations which now exist all over the 
country, in every town and village, and serve to sustain the 
popularity of our sport in the provinces." 

T. E. ScRUTTON, in proposing " The Officers and Com- 
mittee," said : — " I feel like Balaam the son of Poor. I 
came to curse and remain to bless. I do not mean to say 
that I left Cambridge with the express object of cursing 
the officers and committee of the L.B.C., but that I con- 
sider all officers and committees who have the management 
of toasts are most objectionable persons ; they always pitch 
on the wrong man, and if you feel you could come out 
strong on " The Ladies," they are sure to give you " The 
Bishop and Clergy of the Diocese," and leave you all 
dinner without an appetite, and a mere wet blanket to your 
neighbour. However, the toast I have to propose this 
evening, '' The Officers and Committee," is one I am most 
glad to undertake, but why it has been given me I know 
not, since, though I am an L.B.C. man, I have never been 
to a Club meet, and so much do I depart from convention- 
alities that I even paid my "sub." before I was asked for it. 
Perhaps the toast was given to me on the principle on 
which they assign the '' The Ladies " to a bachelor, who, 
since he can naturally know little about them, is most 
likely to speak well of them. However, I must say that 
in the abstract all officers and committee-men are good 
fellows, and those of the L.B.C. form no exception. Their 
labour is so great that I never come across one without 
half expecting to find a change in the colour of his hair. 
They are usually appreciated in inverse ratio to their work, 
and if anything goes wrong with the weather on the day of 
the Bath Trial, or if the N. W. men lose their way in some 
rough never-ending Long lane ; if the S.E. men on reaching 
the river find no boats to ferry them over to Purfleet ; or if 
the one man who turns up at N.K meets does not enjoy his 
club run, the blame is shifted on to the long-suffiering 
Officers and Committea I hope our retiring Captain may 
think better of it, and won't retire, and with the toast I beg 
to propose the health of Mr. Boyce, our indefatigable 
Honorary Secretary." 

H. R. BoTOB, in replying, said : — " This is the third time 
I have had the honour of replying to this toast at our 
Annual Dinner. On each occasion I have felt rather at a 
loss for something to say, and I cannot help feeling that 
my difficulty this year is increased by reason of my following 
so soon after the very happy speech to which Mr. Scrutton 
has just treated us. I can assure you, gentlemen, that the 
Committee are deeply touched by the kind manner in which 
Mr. Scrutton has alluded to them, and fully appreciate 
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your reception of this toast I am glad to say that our 
work this year has been comparatively easy — at any rate 
we have had no difficult matters to consider ; but there is 
one thing the Committee have viewed with great regret, 
and that is the alarming tendency there has been of late 
towards matrimony. I should like to give you a list of the 
men who have either got engaged or married since this 

* time last year; but it would take a long time, and as there 
are so many of them here this evening it would hardly be 
safe. It has been bad enough in the Club generally, but 
the most infected district is that for which Fred 
Williams is responsible. In the South-East District they 
all do it ; the very atmosphere they breathe seems to fill 
them with amorous propensities, and if there is any gentle- 
man here to-night, who requires a love potion, I can 
confidently recommend him to try Croydon air, and the 
society of the resident Dhjiin, at 24, Dingwall Road. The 
worst of it is, that what with the men who have never told 
their love, and those less discreet persons who have not 
been so reserved, one dare hardly mention the subject down 
there for fear of putting one's foot in it. Gentlemen whose 
hearts are in a tender state cannot bear the slightest 
approach to chaff. I remember how, three or four years 
ago, I nearly made a man my enemy for life by shrieking 
with laughter when he explained to me the precise manner 
in which he proposed to the lady who is now his wife. They 
were in a double canoe together. She was in front, he was 
behind. He could not see her face, he could not touch 
her ; but she wore her hair in two long plaits down her 
back, and the utmost that he could do in the way of affec- 
tion was to reach forward gingerly for one of these things, 
and imprint on it the most devoted kiss of which such an 
article was susceptible. I thought it quite the most comic 
thing I had ever heard of, and laughed immoderately ; but 
my friend didn't seem to see the joke, and I had the greatest 
difficulty in persuading him that I should have done just 
the same, under similar circumstances. The other day, too^ 
I put my foot in it at Croydon, by unsuspiciously chaffing 
a gentleman on his sentimental appearance, who went and 
got engaged the next day ; and I have had an internal 
sinking ever since, because I can't quite recollect what I 

\ said to him. Before sitting down, gentlemen, I wish to 
thank you for the exceedingly kind way in which you have 

I received my own name. In giving up the secretaryship, 
which I have now held for more than two years, I assure 
you I feel very considerable regret. I have taken pleasure 
in the work, and I have made many good friends in the 
Club, but the time has come when I really cannot keep it 
on any longer. There are many men to whom I owe thanks 
for actual assistance in doing the work, and to the Club at 
large I am very grateful for the courtesy and consideration 
that has always been shown me/' 

H. E. MiLLAB proposed ''The L.B.C. Gazette/' and 
said: — 



" The toast I have to propose to-night is ' Success to the 
cord which unites our bundle of sticks — *'The London 
Bicycle Club Gazette," ' and with this toast I will ask you 
to couple the name of its energetic and successful Editor, 
Ashley Barrett. 

'' In a large and scattered Club like ours it is the one 
thing needed to keep up communication and mutual 
interest among the members, and may well be called the 
backbone of the L.B.C. 

" Many of us will remember that not many years ago a 
former member ventured the suggestion, at the Annual 
Dinner, that ' perhaps it would be as well for us if there 
were no bicycling papers at all.' Well, as far as the public 
papers were concerned, we eventually came to be of his 
opinion, with the result that we started a paper of our own 
* to supply a long-felt want,' and ever since we have had 
cause to be gratified with ouq of the greatest successes of 
our most successful Club. 

" It says a great deal for us that we have been able to 
get from our midst Editor after Editor who has been able 
to maintain the character and reputation of our paper ^ 
which has never been in a more prosperous condition than 
it is at present. 

"Ashley Barrett is to be congratulated upon his 
successful management, but I am afraid tliat he is 
responsible for the recent matrimonial epidemic which 
has attacked so many victims. Only on the 1st November 
did he, in a leading article, exhort L.B.C. men to 
form a closer intimacy with their brother members, and 
the result is that so many have taken the hint, and are 
about to cement so close a relationship with one another 
that the gentleman who veils his identity under the 
soubriquet of ' L'homme qui rit ' will have to change his 
heading from * Stray Notes ' to * Matrimonial Notes.' 

"Editorship is not always, however, to use our late 
Captain's words, " all beer and skittles," and when the tub 
is empty and copy is short, heavy is the burden and hard 
is the task. 

" But still our Editor is not quite so hardly circumstanced 
as many a one in the far West who trembles for his daily 
life. Only the other day, in one of the Western States, an 
Editor received intimation from two fellow-townsmen that 
they intended calling upon him with reference to an article 
which they considered insulting. As he mused thereon, in 
walked a man with a bludgeon under his arm, and de- 
manded, in tones of fury, to see the Editor. ' He's gone 
downstairs,' was the reply, ' but I'll send him up; sit down 
and read the paper/ Needless to say, the stairs were 
descended with unwonted rapidity, but at the door the 
Editor met another man who held a cudgel behind his 
back, and said he had private business with the ' boss/ 
' Upstairs, first door on the right, you'll find him reading 
the paper, but I think he expects you.' The Editor waited 
outside till all was quiet, and then went for the Coroner." 
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Ashley Babbett (Editor) in replying, said : " There are 
two or three things which I wish to say apropos of this toast. 
First, I most thank you all very heartily for the kind way 
in which you have drunk my health, and H. K Millar 
for the pleasant things he has been good enough to 
say of me. One of the most agreeable incidents in my 
membership of the L.6.C. has been the work which you 
have given me to do during the past year. It has been a 
source of constant interest and pleasure, and has often 
made me think the editor of your paper is a good deal like 
the Inside Man of the once familiar Punch-and-Judy Show. 
He is behind the scenes, and often sees a good deal of the 
motiyes and mechanism which lead Mr. Punch to knock 
down the unfortunate Judy. Gentlemen, I feel, and have 
felt very strongly during the past twelve months, that in 
publishing this paper of ours we are engaged in no light 
task. It has formidable rivals, and if there be any truth in 
the law of The survival of the fittest, it can only exist so 
long as it is ably and energetically supported by you alL 
If ever the time should come when members feel that for 
early authentic information and for readable matter they 
must turn to other Bicycling papers, and not to the pages 
of their Gazettb, then I say the sooner we shut up our 
office and spend our £150 a year on some more worthy 
object, the better. This may be a home truth, but to be 
forewarned is to be forearmed. As yet, thank goodness, 
after three years of existence, the L.B.C. Gazette has not 
failed to do its work efficiently; and this I say without the 
least pretence at self-congratulation, since it is by your- 
selves and not by me that the information and the materials 
are supplied Tou are your own Reporters, Amateur 
Specials, and Correspondents — ^the Editor is but the 
Middleman between you and the printers. I must thank 
you also, gentlemen, for the kind care you have had during 
the past twelve months for the exacting Editorial Tub, which 
abhors nothing so much as a vacuum, and like the daughter 
of the horse-leech, is always crying " Give,Give." The variety 
and quality of our materials must in the future be kept up 
to the standard of past years. Believe me, no one ever sits 
down to write for his Gazette the very best account he can 
wring out of himself, withdut being himself thereby the 
gainer. His powers of Observation and Description are 
strengthened, and he is rewarded by increased pleasure in 
subsequent runs. I should be ungrateful did I not thank 
our publishers for the admirable manner in which they have 
done our work ; and I am sure I express the feeling of all, 
when I say it gives us very great pleasure to see our friend 
Mr. Charles Darling dining with us this evening. Nor 
must I forget his factotum — ^the genial Maclean ! as my 
predecessor called him — whose wise advice and cheery 
voice have always been ready to do us service whenever 
called upon. Gentlemen, the past year has been an event- 
ful one in the life of the L.B.C., and I congratulate you on 
having written its history.'' 



W. A. Smith proposed "The Racing Members," and 
said : — "1 am at a loss to understand why I am called upon 
to propose a toast of such importance as that of the racing 
members of the Club, unless it be that, as an old member, 
my memory carries me back to those palmy days when we 
had among our ranks a gentleman who for some years 
held the high title of Amateur Champion ; and again, at a 
later date, when our popular Wyndham* carried our colours 
to victory again. Since then, so far as the championship 
is concerned, we have had no one able to cope with the 
mighty ' Wanderer ' sitting at the far end of the room, 
although W. T. Thorn has, on more than one occasion, made 
a good fight with him. We have also among our ranks a 
young member who, in the early part of the season, gave 
signs of great promise, and had not an unlucky accident 
stopped him in the middle of the season, I feel sure he 
would have done us great credit — I refer to H. V. Cleaver. 
Unfortunately I was not present on the occasion of his memor- 
able finish with our worthy President, The Hon. Ion Keith- 
Falconer, but those who saw it said it was something to 
be remembered. I can only hope that he will not be deterred 
from racing on account of one tumble, however serious, 
and I must urge him to reconsider his determination not 
to race again. Trusting that other young riders may see 
their way to help him next year to do our Club credit on 
the path, I will ask you to drink heartily the toast of 
the racing members, coupled with the name of 
H. V. Cleaver." 

H. y. Cleaver, in reply, said that he was not going to 
give up racing because of a tumble, but that he hoped 
next year to do more than he had done for the Club. He 
thought more men should take to the path, and not leave 
the honour of the Club in the hands of so few men. On 
behalf of the racing members, he thanked them heartily 
for the cordial way in which they had drunk the toast. 

The Chaibman then proposed " The Visitors." He sai4 : 
''I have now to address myself only to the L.B.C. men 
present, and to ask them to drink to the visitors who have 
been good enough to add to our enjoyment by accepting 
our hospitality, if I may use the expression this evening. 
We are generally considered a selfish lot, but I hope this 
may be some proof to the contrary. I have much pleasure 
in coupling this toast with the name of Mr. Thompson, 
who has so very kindly assisted with the singing this 
evening, and whom we all regretted just now that we 
could not encore." 

Mr. Thomfsok, in reply, said : " This is the third time I 
have had the pleasure of accepting the hospitality of the 
L.B.C., and spending a pleasant evening with them, and the 
request to undertake this reply came almost as a command. 
It gives me great pleasure to be here, and I thank you very 
much for the way you have received the toast" 

Dr. IiAKaMOBE then, in an amusing speech, proposed 
" The Ladies," stating that he would gladly have under- 
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taken any other toast^ but knew nothing of the ladies, and 
thought their health was, speaking professionally, quite 
good enough already. He coupled the toast with the 
name of F. W. Morris and Mrs. Morris, present or future. 

Fred. W. Mobris returned thanks for the " Ladies," and 
Bud : — "A Yariety of events conyinces me that, before long, 
the three-wheeler will make great progress among our 
members ; but whether the Bicycle will be replaced by the 
Tricycle or the Perambulator, I am not at present prepared 
to afi&rm." 

The Toast Master then prayed sUence for The O'Reilly, 
but, after a considerable pause, it appeared that that 
gentleman had left, and P. Dalton accordingly briefly 
proposed ''The Health of the Chairman," to which Theo. 
OoDLSB replied, mentioning the regret all must feel that 
M. D. Rucker had been prevented from coming, and express- 
ing the thanks of the Club to C. E. Law for his indefisitigable 
labours at the piano. 

The proceedings terminated in good time by the song of 
"Auld Lang Syne." 

The following selection of music was performed, and 
W. A. Smith is to be congratulated on the successful result 



of his care and trouble in arranging it The accompaniments 
were played by C. E. Law, who deserves many thanks for 
the admirable way in which they were given. Mr. 
Thompson's solo afforded so much pleasure that had the 
Captain not prohibited encores a general request would 
have been made for one. The glees were very pretty, and 
W. T. Thorn gave "The Wanderer" with capital effect. 
Solo, Pianoforte, " Caller Herrin " (W. Kuhe), E. C. Koch ; 
Song, "The Wanderer," W. T. Thorn ; Part-Song, "The 
Windlass Song" (Macfarren); Song, "Jack's Yam" 
(Adams), G. Berkley Hill; Song, "London Bridge" 
(MoIIoy), P. Dalton; Song, "I arise from dreams of 
thee" (Sabunan), W. A. Smith; Song, "The Two 
Grenadiers" (Schubert), R. H. Curtis ; Trio, "The winds 
whistle cold " (Bishop) ; Solo, Pianoforte, " Gigue Modeme " 
(B. Tours), C. E. Law; Song, "Blow high, blow low" 
(Dibdin), Robert Newman; Song, "The Distant Shore " 
(Sullivan), J. Carby Thompson ; Song, " The Midshipmito " 
(Adams), F. Hirsch; Part-Song, "Lutaow's Wild Chase" 
(Weber); Solo, Pianoforte, "PameUa" (H. Parker), C. 
E. Law ; Finale— Glee, " What shall he have" (Bishop). 
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H. V. daayer. 
O. Thom. 
J. R. Bnioe. 
J. Mftrohant. 
Minhiwit'i Friend. 
A.ILKoeh. 
The O'BeUly. 
7. P. Leon. 
F. Kinder. 
H. Cazenore. 
W. WyndhAin. 
J. W. Potter. 
J. Kinder. 



















E.A.Weeki. 


Hindlej's Friend. 




B-Kewmen. 


E. 8. Curwen. 






J.Seett 


BraHindley. 




W. B. SeweD. 


E.GlaKke. 






J.W.Lengmore. 


ffindley^s Friend. 




C. Newman. 


E.Soott 






F. W. MoiriiL 


Yisick's Friend. 




A. D. Butler. 


Sootfs Friend. 






E.N»7]or. 


H.C.ViiIok. 




F.Elder. 


P. Delton. 






E.C. Koeh. 


Brown's Friend. 




Elder's Friend. 


A.J.Baoon. 






R.H. Cutis. 


H. G. Brown. 




A. a Bolls. 


F. K Metoalf ; 






{▲.Herbert. 


Brown's Friend. 




St. J. A. Byen. 


Metoalf 8 Friend. 






J. F. Bntler. 


G.F.Bedk. 




P.Bidge. 


E. H. Barrett. 






C. E. Lew. 


B. G. Frands. 




B.H.Graggen. 


F. J0U7. 






O.H.F.Ghristie. 


Smith's Friend. 






B. B. Hoogh. 






Chrietle'sFriend. 


S. P. SmitiL 




0. 0. BMley. 


H. G. Middleton. 





N. B. Morris. 
W.J.Williams. 
J. W. Alison. 
A E. Buckler. 
A Heniy. 
J.B,Bogen. 
Hr. Hiisoh, Sen. 
F.HixsdL 
Hirsdi's Friend. 
G. RHilL 
Sidney Banett. 
W. A. Smith. 
J. C. Thompson. 
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SOUTH EAST DISTRICT.— NOTICE. 
The Bank Holidat. 
If the ice bears on the Bank Holiday after Christmas Day, 
several members intend skating on the lake in Oatton Park, 
near Merstham Station. There will be a Meet at Central 
Croydon Station at 11.0 a.m. for Gatton. If there is 
no ice, the run will probably be extended. 

S.E. Social Evening— " King's Arms Hotel," Croydon, 
8th January, 1881, at 6.30 p.uL 

Febdk. M. Williams, Dist. Capt. 



SOUTH-EAST DISTRICT SOCIAL EVENING. 
A very enjoyable social evening was spent . on the 
13th ult. at the "King's Arms Hotel" (B.T.C.), Croydon- 
Several members of other Districts, including the Captain 
. and Honorary Secretary, gave us the pleasure of their 
company. Tea was commenced at six p.m., but, as twenty- 
three members sat down to it instead of the dozen expected, 
the landlord's resources were taxed to the utmost. 
Eventually everyone was satisfied, and the decks were 
cleared. The remainder of the evening was much enlivened 
by songs from Boyce, Hill, Koch, Thorn, Newman, Johns, 
Kinder, Potter, and Oswald, and by a most amusing 
recitation from H. 0. A. Brown. The piano was ably 
played by Johns and Law, the latter having returned to 
his old District. The coming ball was a fertile topic for 
conversation, and an animated debate took place over the 
programme, which will probably be of the shape of the 
Club badge. From inquiries in the room it was gathered 
that about ninety tickets had already been disposed of, so 
that there is every prospect of it being a success. The 
dramatic performance, and the probable retirement of 
several officers of the Club, was also discussed, and the 
hope was freely expressed that our Captain would be 
induced to reconsider his decision. Present : N,E., Theo. 
Godlee (Captain), Hough ; N. W,, R. Newman, C. Newman ; 
TF., H. R. Boyce (Hon. Sec), H. V. Cleaver, Hill, A. H. 
Koch, W. T. Thorn, Jun. ; 8,Ky W. R. Bishop, A. Barker, 
H. G. A. Brown, C. Brown, F. Gerich, Alfred Herbert, 
Arthur Herbert, W. Johns, C. E. Law, H. Middleton, 
Prank Kinder, J. Kinder, J. C. Oswald, 0. A. Smith, A. 0. 
Tylor, Hume Young, J. W. Potter. 

P. M. Williams, District Captain. 



N.W. SOCLAJi EVENING. 

The first Social Evening meeting in this district this 
winter took place at the " Holly Bush Hotel," Hampstead, 
on Saturday, 20th November, and was very well attended, 
no less than twenty-one members being present. A meat 
tea (2/-) was put on the table, to which sixteen sat down, 
soon after seven o'clock, and was considered satisfactory, 
though perhaps members' appetites were hardly so keen aa 



after a long Club ride. On the tables being cleared, the 
piano was at once brought into requisition, and kept going 
the best part of the evening. Tobacco and pipes were, as 
usual, not forgotten or left behind at home. A great deal 
of musical and vocal talent was found to be present, and 
many gentlemen gave us the benefit of their vocal powers, 
whilst W. Johns and Law were good enough to play their 
accompaniments. Altogether the evening proved a very 
enjoyable one, and our thanks are specially due to so many 
members of other districts for coming so far to join us. 

At the next meeting, which we hope to have on 
January 15th, we intend having the ''Masonic Room," 
a much larger and more comfortable room in the same 
house, and with better acoustic properties. I hope that as 
many members as possible will endeavour to keep that date 
open and come to Hampstead, and give us the pleasure of 
their company then. 

Present : Alison, Bamett, Barker, Ashley Barrett, Boyce, 
G. B. Hill, W. T. Hill, Hough, W. Johns, A. H. Koch, 
Law, R. Newman, C. Newman, Price, H. Middleton, Sewell, 
W. A. Smith (W. District Captain), Tylor, P. M. Williams 
(S.E. District Captain), W. J. WiUiams, and 

NoRMAif B. Morris, Dist. Capt. 



N.E SOCIAL. 



In accordance with precedents, I have arranged for a . 
Social in the N.E. District, and have engaged a room, 
containing a piano, at the " Guildhall Tavern " (Gresham 
Street, City), for Saturday, December 18th. Tea will be 
provided for those who wish it, at 6.30 p.m., at 2s. each. 

It has been thought best to have our Social in a room 
in the City, instead of holding it in the suburbs, so as to 
secure the better attendance of members of other districts. 

As expense has been incurred in engaging this room and 
piano, I propose asking the members of my District to 
assist me in defraying it. 

I need not add that I hope mine may prove as great a 
success as the two previous ones held in the S.E. and N.W. 
Ernest H. Barrett, Dist. Capt. 



L.B.C. ORCHESTRAL SOCIETY. 

At the annual general meeting, held on Tuesday, the 
2nd November, at 47, Finsbury Circus, Prank Jolly in 
the chair, the Hon. Sec, having presented his accounts, 
tendered his resignation. 

The concert account disclosed that, although a success in 
every other way, it was not a financial one ; the balance 
being slightly on the wrong side, owing to inability to obtain 
payment for some of the tickets used. 

Alfred Henry was elected Hon. Treasurer and Secretary 
for the ensuing year, and E. H. Carr, W. Johns, ;Jun., 
Prank Jolly, and E. Naylor as a Committee. (The two 
former gentlemen are unfortunately unaUe to act.) 
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It was decided to hold the annual concert in February or 
March of the ensuing year. 

The meeting then concluded with a vote of thanks to the 
chair. 



I shall be glad if members of the Club will communicate 

with me at an early date their willingness to play in the 

orchestra, on the 13th January, 1880, at the Dramatic 

Entertainment of the L.B.C.D.S. Alfred Henrt 

Hon. Treasurer and Secretary, L.B.C.O.S. 



L.B.C. DRAMATIC SOCIETY. 

With this Gazbtte members will receive a Circular 
relating to the first performance on January 13th, 1881, ^ 
St. George's Hall, for which tickets may now be obtained 
of the Acting Manager, F. M. WlUiams, 24, Dingwall 
Road, Croydon. Reserved Stalls, 4s. ; Balcony (unreserved), 
2s. Members of this society are entitled to a stall on 
application before date of the performance. 

Up to the present, the following members have joined the 
Society, and the Committee cordially invite other L.B.C. 
men to do so. The subscription is 5s. without entrance 
fee. 



J. AdamB, /on. 
J. W. Alison 
Ashley Barrett 
6. F. Beck 
H. ILBoyce 
H. G. A. Brown 
A. E. Buckler] 
A* D. Butler 
J. F. Butler 
J. IC. Cazenove 
H. F. Cooper 
H. H. Crawley 
R.H. CurtiB 
J. F. DarreU 
V.Finzi 
C. C. Fitch 
F. £. Gerich 



G. H. Gibhfl H. Kaylor 

Theo. Godlee D. T. Nope 

B. M. Grnggen E. Faxon 

A. Henry S. Politzer 

Alf. Herbert J. W. Potter 

Art. Herbert James PoweU 

E. H. Hindley A H. BoUs 

F. Hirsch M. D. Rucker, Jon. 

E. W. James T. E. Scmtton 

F. JoUy K H. Short 
Jno. Kinder J« S. Stokes 
A. H. Koch O. Thorn 

E. C. Koch w. T. Thorn 
H. E. Millar C. J. Turner 

F. W. Morris J. A. Waring 
K. B. Morris F. M. Williams 
L. P. Mmnby J. WiUiams, Jon. 

W. Wyndham 

F. W. MoBRis, Hon. Sec. L.B.C.D.S. 



SOUTH EAST DISTRICT BALL. 



A. Barker 
Ashley Barrett 

E. H Barrett, N.E. 
H. B. Boyoe, N.W. 
H. G. A Brown 
Norman Carr 
M. Casenore 

B. H. Curtis 

C. C. Fitch, N.E. 
R G. Frands 



Stewards. 
James Franklin 
F. Gerioh 

B. M.Gruggen,S.W. 
Arthur Herbert 
Frank Hiisch, N.W. 
F. JoUy, N.E. 
Frank Kinder 
J. Kinder 
H. MiddletoB 
F. W. Morris, W. 



B. Newman, N.W. 
J. C. Oswald 

J. W. Potter 

C. A. Smith 
Stephen Smith 
W. A. Smith 
F. M. Wmiams 
J. Williams, Jul 
W. Wyndham 



The ball will take place on Thursday, the 9th of Decem- 
ber, at the Public Hall, Croydon. Dancing will commence 
at 7.30 p.m., punctually, and will probably be kept up till 
about 1 p.m. 

Tickets : — ^Ladies', price 58. ; (Jentlemen's, price 10s. 6d., 
(including supper), can be obtained from the Stewards, or 
from me. It is estimated that over 120 tickets have been 
sold, and that there will be very few more gentlemen than 
ladies present. Owing to an unavoidable engagement, our 
Captain will be unfortunately prevented from attending. 

Stewards are requested to let me know without delay 
how many tickets they have disposed of, so that I may 
know about how many to order supper for. 

I shall be glad to hear from some more Blackheath 
members, who are likely to require seats in the omnibus, 
and I will book rooms at the hotels for any members who 
may require them, and who will send me a post-card. 

The Hall is close to East Croydon Station, and about 
seven minutes' walk from West Croydon. It is large 
enough for 200 to dance in comfortably, and the drugget 
will be laid down by a man who understands how to do it 
properly. The band will consist of five performers, three 
of whom will come down from London specially to play at 
this balL 

A train leaves London Bridge at 7.0 p.m. for East Croydon* 
„ „ Charing Cross at 7.18 p.m., calling at 

Cannon-street at 7.28, for East Croydon. 
„ „ West Croydon at 11.20 for London Bridge. 

„ „ West Croydon at 11.35 for Victoria. 

„ „ East Croydon at 1 1.42 for London Bridge. 

y, „ Addiscome Road, Croydon, at 10.55 for 

Lewisham Junction. 
Members of other districts are cordially invited to be 
present. Fredk. M. Williams, Dist. Capt. 



LONDON ATHLETIC CLUB. 
(From our Special Correspondent.) 

The concluding meeting was held at Stamford Bridge^ 
on Saturday the 6th ultimo, and owing to the fine weather 
with which we were for once fftvoured, a large crowd of 
spectators witnessed the sports. 

As usual, the bicycle race created the most excitement, 
and the good riding of Liles and Shaw in the final heat 
provoked hearty applause. 

Oke Mile Open Biotcle Handicap. 

Heatl: Butler, Danes B.C., 115 yards start, 1; Tibby, 
L.A.C., 155, 2 ; S. Golder, Brixton B.C., 80, 3. Won by 
two yards. Time, 3 min. | sec. 

Heat 2 : G. R. Oxx, Surrey B.C., 130 yards start, 1 ; 
R. Woolnough, Rovers B.C., 65, 2; H, V. Cleaver, L.B.C., 
50, 3. Cleaver caught Woolnough in the first lap, and the 
limit man in the beginning of the third, but owing to his 
being out of condition failed to stay home ; Oxx eventually 
winning by two yards. Time, 3 min. 
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Heat 3 : Liles, T.B.C., scratch, 1 ; Shaw, C.S.B.C., 25 yards 
start, 2 ; A. J. Sutherland, T.B.C., 160, 3. Liles and Shaw 
soon ran through their men, and finished as above. Time, 
3 min. 1^ sec. 

Final Heat : Liles, 1 ; Shaw, 2 ; Butler, 3 ; Woolnough, 
4 ; Tibby, 5 ; Oxx, 6. Liles, who obtained a splendid start, 
went oflF at a great pace, but failed for the first three laps 
to gain anything on Shaw, who in the meantime had taken 
premier position. However, on entering the last lap, Liles 
made his effort, and catching his men at the top corner 
ran in a winner by four yards. Time, 2 min. 55} sec. 



SUMMARY OF "RECORDS." 
We are indebted to G. P. Coleman (OflScial Time- 
keeper to the Bicyle Union) for the following records, 
and believe the summar}^ which has never previously 
been published, will be found of value : — 



Present Records. 


Previous Records. 


1 


1 


"^ 


1 


1 


1 


1 




H. M. B. 






H. X. B. 






1 


2 46f 


K.-Fal. 


Cambridge 


2 47J 


Cortia 


Cambridge. 


2 


6 36 
8 64 r 


do. 


do. 


6 86} 
8 54$ 
11 61i 


K..Fal. 


do. 


8 


Cortis 


Leicester 


GortiB 


Leicester. 


4 


11 61 : 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


5 


14 39$ 


do. 


( Stoke- 
( on-Trent 


14 54 


do. 


do. 


6 


17 53t 


do. 


Surbiton 


18 80 


do. 


CardiflF. 


7 


20 62 


do. 


do. 


21 34 


do. 


do. 


8 


23 57 


do. 


do. 


24 40 


do. 


do. 


9 


26 59$ 


do. 


do. 


27 46 


do. 


do. 


10 


29 54, 


do. 


do. 


30 45 


East 


Cambridge. 


11 


33 4i 


do. 


do. 


34 48 


Christie 


Oxford. 


12 


36 6$ 


do. 


do. 


38 0$ 


do. 


do. 


13 


39 5t 


do. 


do. 


41 14 


do. 


do. 


14 


42 9t 


do. 


do. 


44 30$ 


do. 


do. 


15 


45 8 


do. 


do. 


47 47 


do. 


do. 


16 


48 8 


do. 


do. 


51 3$ 


do. 


do. 


17 


51 Oi 


do. 


do. 


54 16 ■ 


do. 


do. 


18 


53 564 


do. 


do. 


57 27 I 


do. 


do. 


19 


57 36 


do. 


do. 


1 89 L 
1 3 52 r 


do. 


do. 


20 


1 381 
1 3 45$ 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


21 


do. 


do. 


1 7 4, 


do. 


do. 


22 


1 6 51t 


do. 


do. 


1 10 12 


do. 


do. 


28 


1 10 9$ 


do. 


do. 


1 13 18 


do. 


do. 


24 


1 13 26$ 


do. 


do. 


1 16 24S 


do. 


do. 


26 


1 16 41f 


do. 


do. 


1 19 23 


Ainslie 


do. 


26 


1 26 11$ 


do. 


Stamf. Br. 


1 26 11$ 


Cortis 


Stamf. Br. 


27 


1 29 49 


do. 


do. 


1 29 49 ^ 






28 


1 33 7$ 


do. 


do. 


1 33 7$ 
1 86 49$ 






29 


1 36 49$ 


do. 


do. 






30 


1 40 15 


do. 


do. 


1 40 15 






81 


1 43 49 


do. 


do. 


1 43 49 






82 


1 47 14t 


do. 


do. 


1 47 14$ 






33 


1 50 46$ 


do. 


do. 


1 50 461 






34 


1 64 19| 


do. 


do. 








85 


1 67 32$ 


do. 


do. 








86 


2 1 5 


do. 


do. 








37 


2 4 50, 


do. 


do. 








88 


2 8 32$ 


do. 


do. 








89 


2 12 26} 


do. 


do. 








40 


2 16 10$ 


do. 


do. 


1 






41 


2 19 68 


do. 


do. 






42 


2 24 44$ 


do. 


do. 


1 






48 


2 28 39 


do. 


do. 






44 


2 82 20 


do. 


do. 






45 


2 36 8 


do. 


do. 








46 


2 40 2 


do. 


do. 








47 


2 44 7t 


do. 


do. 








48 


2 48 11$ 


do. 


do. 








49 


2 62 21$ 


do. 


do. 








50 


2 54 86 


Griffith 


Surbiton 


^66 H 


Cortis 


do. 



BICYCLE LAW. 

Among the branches of law of recent development, few 
have made such rapid progress as that relating to bicycles. 
As we shall presently see, the bicycle has already received 
the attention of the Legislature ; it has occupied and per- 
plexed quarter sessions ; it has filled the minds of learned 
judges of the Queen's Bench Division with doubt ; and it 
has now at length got a case devoted to it in the law 
reports. These are considerable achievements for a machine 
so recently introduced. 

What is a bicycle ? Definition is not easy, and we do 
not find in any bye-laws relating to bicycles which we have 
seen any attempt to define a bicycle. But we observe that 
in one form of bye-laws a bicyclist is defined as '' a person 
riding, or otherwise using, a bicycle on any highway" — a 
definition which bears a family resemblance to that of the 
archdeacon as a person exercising archidiaconal functions. 
We have had, however, within the last few days an attempt 
at a definition. According to a learned metropolitan police 
magistrate, a bicycle is a machine with two wheels. A man 
who was summoned last week at the Wandsworth Police- 
court for riding a bicycle between sunset and sunrise 
without having a light attached thereto, pleaded that his 
machine was not a bicycle but a velocipede ; and Mr. Paget 
is reported to have laid it down that " if there were two 
wheels to the machine it was a bicycle." Of course, it 
must be understood that the magistrate intended to include 
in the definition, besides the two wheels, the fact that one 
of the wheels is worked by the feet of the rider ; so qualified 
the definition would seem to answer all practical purposes. 

A bicycle is a " carriage '* within the Highway Act of 
1835. This wm decided in "Taylor v. Goodwin" (27 W. 
R. 489, L. R. 4 Q. B. D. 228). In that case counsel 
for the appellant argued with zeal and ingenuity against 
this view. He pointed out that bicycles could not possibly 
have been within the contemplation of the Legislature at 
the time of passing the Act ; that you " ride " a bicycle, while 
you " drive" a carriage, and that if a bicycle is a carriage, a 
wheelbarrow must be a carriage ; nay, even a man trundling 
a wheel along a highway must be taken to be " driving 
a carriage.'' On the other hand, counsel for the respondent 
contended that anything which carries people is a '' car- 
riage," and that to "drive" means to "propel." A 
bicyclist propels something which carries him; hence he 
drives a carriage. The Queen's Bench Division were a good 
deal perplexed. Mr. Justice Mellor said that the question 
which, when stated at first, seemed a very simple one, and 
one which would not require lawyers to decide, appeared 
more doubtful when it came to be argued by lawyers. 
Bnt the court ultimately acceded to the contention of the 
counsel for the respondent. The word " carriage," they 
thought, was large enough to contain a bicycle. The 
mischief intended to be prevented by the section of the 
Highway Act in question in the case was the propelling of any ' 
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vehicle aloDg a highway so as to endanger persons using it. 
It was immaterial how it was propelled, whether by steam, 
or by a horse, or "by another animal" — e,g,, a bicyclist. 
The result of this decision is to render the rider of a bicycle 
liable to the penalties imposed by section 78 of the High- 
way Act, 1835, on any person riding or driving furiously so as 
to endanger life. In "Taylor v. Goodwin," the bicyclist was 
driving his machine along a highway at the rate of about 
fourteen miles an hour, and knocked a person down and 
injured him. Under the section the penalty for this offence 
is not to exceed £5, in case the driver is not the owner of 
the carriage, but if he be the owner, the penalty may be 
£10, and in default of payment he is liable to hard labour. 
Wherefore it would appear that a bicyclist who undertakes 
one of those furious races against time which are under- 
stood to be essential to attaining distinction in the bicycle 
world, would be prudent to hire, and not to own, his 
machine. We do not, however, guarantee that even in 
that case a court destitute of bicycling enthusiasm might 
not hold that he was the owner during the time of hiring. 

Another consequence of the decision in " Taylor v, 
Goodwin " is to subject the bicycle-rider to the provisions of 
section 72 of the Highway Act, 1835, imposing a penalty on 
any person who wilfully drives any carriage upon any foot- 
path or causeway by the side of any road made or set apart 
for the use or accommodation of foot passengers. In- 
dependently of any local regulations made under the 
provision to which we shall presently refer, the bicyclist 
must keep to the carriage way. He must also (unless the 
contrary is provided by local bye-laws) keep on the left 
side of the road (section 78). He need not, however, have 
his name and place of abode painted on his bicycle, because 
section 76 of the Act, which requires the owner's name to 
be painted on every *' wagon, cart, or other such carriage " 
used on any highway, and imposes a penalty upon default, 
only includes carriages eousdem generis with a wagon or 
cart. (See " Denby v. Hunter," 28, W. R. 228, L. R. 5 
Q. B. D. 20.) 

Coming now to the recent legislation on the subject of 
bicycles, the Highway Act of 1878 provides, by section 26, 
that the county authority — that is, the justices in quarter 
sessions — ^may from time to time make, with respect to all 
or any main roads or other highways within any highway 
area in their county, and, when made, alter or repeal, bye- 
laws " for regulating the use of bicycles." But by section 
35 such bye-laws are not to be of any validity until they 
have been submitted to, and confirmed by, the Local 
Government Board. There is no power for the Local 
Government Board to make bye-laws or compel the justices 
to make bye-laws. The result must be, if the power is 
exercised by quarter sessions, to introduce a singular 
variety of regulations in different counties. A recent 
learned. writer on the subject of highways says that bye- 
laws have been framed which practically prevent the use of 



bicycles ; for instance, it has been provided that the 
bicyclist must place his lamp, after dark, in such a posi- 
tion as to make it impossible for the driver to see anyone 
approaching on foot ; and it has even been provided that 
the regulations with reference to locomotives on highways, 
compelling them to stop on any driver or rider on the road 
holding up his hand, shall apply to bicycles. * This is 
absurd. All that is needed are a few simple rules de- 
claring the law as to the use of the carriage way only by 
the bicyclist, and as to the side on which he shall pass all 
vehicles ; as to his carrying a lighted lamp attached to his 
bicycle between certain hours ; as to his carrying a whistle 
or horn when overtaking carriages or foot passengers, and 
rendering assistance to restive horses. It would be a great 
advantage to the bicyclist, and probably also to the public 
who use the highways, if in the next session of Parliament 
power were given to the Local Government Board to frame 
and publish regulations as to bicycles which shall be 
generally binding. It is certainly hard that the bicyclist 
who undertakes one of those long journeys which are the 
means of rising to a distinguished position in the fraternity 
should have to stop on the borders of each county, and 
inquire what bye-laws are in force there. — (From The 
Solicitors* Journal.) 



EARLY RISING. 



Of all resolutions one of the most diffcult to adhere to 
is, perhaps, that made over the smoke of an evening pipe, 
when, if ever, life is roseate-hued, and one purposes an 
early rise next morning. 

I sat one evening in my accustomed place by the fire- 
side, in sweet silent communion with the best and truest 
of man's earthly friends — ^a common clay — and after watch- 
ing for a while the smoke circle over my head ceilingwards, 
my eye fell on an object on the table, which glittered in 
the firelight. It was a newly purchased nickel-plated 
American ''alarum clock." And gazing I fell into a 
reverie. The smoke clouds gathered around me, illuminated 
by the glowing embers of the fire, seemed to take the form 
of morning mists melting away before the sun's earliest 
rays. Fanned with the cool breezes, I was gliding along a 
lane of Utopian smoothness, beneath arching boughs fringed 
with gold-tinted leaves. Above my head the birds twittered 
a morning salutation. The solitude was not even broken 
by the " You're out early, measter !" of a passing rustic. 

The clock on the mantelpiece struck ten, my pipe 
dropped from my mouth, and the dream vanished. 
Taking up a candle, and closing the door of the room 
behind me with an emphatic bang indicative of the 
earnestness of my intentions of an early rise next morning, 
I retired to rest, my alarum being carefully primed for five 
o'clock. 

Hj-r-r-r 1 I awoke with a start. Gradually and pain- 
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fully steals oyer me the recollection of last night's 
intentions. In what a di£ferent light do I view them now. 
At least — I argue with myself in that excuse-seeking spirit 
which crops up in things great and small — ^I had better see 
what kind of morning it is fir$l^ as after a yawn or two I 
stretch forward to the window by my bedside. Perhaps it 
is raining, I {^* Quantum mutatus ab itto*') think hope- 
fully. Drawing aside the blind I peer dreamily out 
eastward over the Kentish hills. Not a suspicion of a 
cloud was in the sky, which was of a deep blue, fading 
away through pale green, until it blended with the saflfron 
blaze on the horizon. Even a drop of rain on the window* 
pane would be excuse sufficient at such a moment ; 
thoughts of the sweets of ten minutes grace for " a little 
more slumber " flashed across my mind ; but no, this time 
I was urged on by an inexorable fate, and in a few seconds 
1 stood upright on the floor, and in a minute or two more I 
was wheeling out my machine, to realise the visionary joys 
of last night. 

I cannot claim for my early rising from that day a career 
of unbroken success. Many the resolutions that have 
vanished into thin air with the morning sun or rain, more 
especially the latter. Many'a time has that well-nigh irre- 
sistible desire for a minute or two more, or a temporising 
policy, proved fatal. Not once only have I turned drowsily 
over, only half-awakened, with the too familiar sound. 
Legion is the number of my alarums, and diverse have been 
their fates. Some overwound in the superabundant energy 
of vespertinal resolutions, an energy that too seldom lasted 
until dawn. One a boot hurled into eternal silence. 
Others have been discarded on account of the pro- 
pensities they have developed for going off at 
any time but that at which they were set. Well I 
remember, on one occasion, hardly sleeping a wink all 
night through fear that an ''instrument," which was of 
this peruasion, would not go off at the appointed four o'clock; 
until at last, no longer able to bear the agony of suspense, 
I dressed and started, leaving the clock to wake the deserted 
air of my chamber. There is, on the other hand, the 
remembrance of many and glorious morning rides beneath 
an early sun, which shines in vain as regards four-fifths of 
the human race^ Suggestions have been frequently made 
to me that it is injurious to the health to rise before break- 
fast, and in proof of this terrible examples have been 
cited. Experience has taught me precisely the contrary. 
Of course we are not all constituted alike, and if the 
distance be more than ten or twelve miles, and the pace to 
exceed the moderate, or to take the form of a mild attempt 
at training, it is necessary to take something, say a hunch 
of bread and a glass of milk before starting. 

A few practical hints, deduced from the above farrago— 
which will not improbably be regarded as the lucubratory 
effusions of a monomaniac — ^may not be out of place. 

Imprimis, avoid late hours. Early to rise will follow 



early to bed as naturally as do the words themselves- 
Always make up your mind where you will go next morn- 
ing. This fixedness of purpose will at least be an item in 
your favour when the moment arrives. Accustom yourself, 
if possible, to turn out at the first stroke of the alarum 
without waiting to weigh the pros and cons, or to inspect 
the weather, which will appear infinitely finer when viewed 
from a perpendicular, than when peeped at from a hori- 
zontal position. We are all, more or less, the slaves of 
habit. One who is used to get up early will find it almost 
as difficult to doze away the best part of a summer's day, 
as he who wakes only " to slumber again " will find it to 
tumble out of bed at five or six o'clock in the morning ; 
but still it is in the power of the veriest sluggard, if he will 
be a*follower of my philosophy, to convert his normal con- 
dition of five minutes breakfast, rush to his daily occupa- 
tion, accompanied by discomfort and indigestion, for an 
early spin, a healthy appetite, and half an hour breakfast, 
with the consciousness of having learnt " Partem solido 
demere de die** in a way which Horace himself little 
dreamt of. Dono. 

STRAY NOTES. 
I hear that the ladies are most kindly and energetically 
giving their support to the S.E. Ball ; they are literally 
coming from the North, South, East, and West of the terri- 
tory over which Godlee holds command. 

• • • • « • 

I mean to be present, and to appear resplendent in the 

Club badge and colours ; for am I not a steward, and won't 

all the youth and beauty connected with the L.B.C. be 

present ! 

• ••••• 

I hope members of other districts, who I know will be 
heartily welcome, will do their best to attend and help to 
make the ball a success, for if it goes off well, it will be a 
great encouragement to our officers to get up a Club affair. 

Leipsic seems a benighted place, as our President, who is 
staying there and was thus prevented from {)residing at the 
dinner, says he has not set eyes on hi., tri., or any other 

'cycle as yet. 

• ♦ • • ♦ • 

There are definite rumours of the Treasurer's return on 
the 1511i of January, but too much reliance need not be 

placed on them. 

• ••••• 

On dit, that the S.E. men will stop at no expense in 

order to make their ball go. "The Lord Mayor, Dust 

Contractor, and Sweep," k la M. Favart, has been engaged, 

and they talk of holding it at the Mansion House. 
« ♦ • ♦ • • 

Twelve months more of official life has developed " our 
Boyce." Those who remember him as "The Artless 
Thin^ " of our last dinner {vide Dinner Report, Gazbtte, 
vol. ii.) were surprised at the easy chaff whicn he let off at 
the S.E. victims, in returning thanks for " Officers and 
Committee** They seem to have taken it in good part, 
since loud cheers, " He's a jolly good fellow," and broken 

wine glasses followed hard on his last sentence. 

• • • • • • 

It was, to say the least of it, a curious coincidence that 



Digitized by 



Ljoogle 



252 



LONDON BIGTCLE CLUB GAZETTE. 



two snch eminent artistes fts our Military Member and 
Signer Foli should have sung the " Two Grenadiers " on 
the 24th November at St James's Hall— one at the L.B.C. 
"Banquet," the other at the Ballad Concert. Comparisons 
are odious ; but I do not think the Signer could have made 

greater impression on me than did our M.M. E'en now 
is stalwart form I seem to see, and his martial accents are 

still ringing in my ears. 

• • ♦ V* • ♦ 

The fine old crusted sympathetic waiter to which our 
N.W. fiiends treated us at their Club Social, will not soon 
be forgotten, a^ he stood attentive to McCullum's song — 
now melting in tenderness . at the piano passages — ^now 

kindling at the warlike notes. 

• ••••« 

Both the Dramatic and Orchestral Societies want more 
substantial support than fair words alone. A good example 
was set at The Dinner, when an officer of the latter so^ety 
appealed to a member, who in response volunteered to learn 
and play the Double Bass; — mindful, perhaps, of the 
obliging young man at the evening party, who, under 
similar circumstances expressed his readiness, though, as 
he said, he never had learnt the violin, to favour the com- 
pany with a solo upon that instrument. 

L'HOHME QUI BIT. 



BUGLING. 
To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 
SiB, — I have no doubt that many members at the 
mention of bugling are reminded of some past occasion 
when the London " *Arry " has made himself conspicuous 
(aj3 he generally does) with blowing this instrument in a 
manner both inappropriate to time and peaca But I cannot 
help thinking that there may be just a little bit of prejudice 
agaiii^ the use of these instruments by some members 
when I come to consider that in a Club like ours, number- 
ing something like 240 members, there is not even one 
bugler officially appointed as such. I think something 
might be done in tne way of improvement in this respect. 
I therefore venture to suggest that an officially appointed 
bugler to each district would be a great advantage. As on 
many occasions when, for instance, some ten or fifteen 
riders are returning from a run in the dark, and they are 
obliged to form single file on account of some passing cart 
or other partly obstructing the road, the hinder riders have 
to pull up rather more suddenly than they care for. A 
bugle warning on such an occasion as this would be found 
very serviceable. Looking at the subject in another light, a 
bugle when properly played is not such a very unmusical 
instrument, neither is it considered common to sound one 
on the public road, if we are to take for an example the 
gentry who drive coaches on the several high roads to 
London, who use these instruments not unfrequently. — 
Yours truly, A Member. 

Sib, — ^What with marriages and rumours of marriages 
the evils of this new " social system " of ours are but too 
apparent. The example set by our late noble Captain is 
working downwards, and the contagion is spreading with 
appalling rapidity. 

Now, Sir, I contend that you are not a little to blame in 
this matter ; it is you, in fact, who are the fons et origo 
malL Perhaps, you never dreamt when you allowed a 
novelette first to appear in the pages of the Gazette that it 



would lead, through lawn tennis, soirees, concerts, dances 
etc., to such lamentable results ; and yet now you add fuel 
to the fire by an article in last number which smacks of the 
editorial. If these things are to be allowed to go on, where 
are our riding men to come from? What is to become of 
our meets next jrear? Did you ever contemplate the 
possibility of the time being not far distant when the Bath 
race would be run in couples on double tricycles, with a 
fifteen hours' limit ? 

In our neighbourhood, boards of "Caution to Bicyclists" 
have been erected on the tops of several hills, whose steep- 
ness does not much exceed that of an easy slope ; but 
Siere are things more to be feared and greater cautions 
lan a moderate hill with a slight turn in it, and there 
are localities where it might not be amiss to have boards 
erected inscribed, "To Bachelors — ^Beware!" — I am, Sir, 
yours obediently. Misogynist. 

P.S. — Since writing the above, although somewhat en- 
couraged by hearing similar sentiments expressed at our 
Annual Dinner, I was at first inclined to tlunk that tliere 
was no longer any need to forward this letter for publica- 
tion, especially when by so doin^ I should probably incur 
an unmerited charge of plagiarism ; but, on second 
thoughts, I have elected to let it go, in the hope that it 
may serve as a timely warning to the absentees on that 
occasion, who were unfortunate enough not to hear the 
burning eloquence of those who attempted to stem the fast- 
flowing tide of "petticoat interest." 

Sib, — I herewith enclose you a cutting from the Evening 
Standard^ containing intelligence which, if not very grati- 
fying, will at least be interesting to members. It is 
earnestly to be hoped that the Company will not obtain the 
necessary powers, as if they do so one of what may be 
called our northern bicycling arteries will be half-ruined. 
We have one consolation, however, in the lines not bein^ 
laid on the same villanous principle as the Genoese ; but I 
must not take the wind out ot the sails of your Italian 
correspondent's coming account. — ^Yours faithfully, 

23, Highbury Place, N., W. J. Williams. 

Nov. 17, 1880. 
Nbw Tramways fob Nobth Loitoon.— The waywardens and over- 
seers of Chipping Bamet have received an official notice that it is the 
intention of the Tramways Company to apply to the Board of Trade 
for powers to constmct a tramway from the " Archway Tavern," High- 
gate, to High Street, Finchley ; and from the Swiss Cottage, parish of 
Kilbnm, to Chipping Barnet, in the county of Herts. The latter tram- 
way route, if approved, wiU fce the loilgesl proceeding from Iiondon. 



ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
Blonde.— Thanks. We have entered you for the fifth 

round.. 
AsTRACHAN. — Yes ; next month. 
Brunette.— We shall be glad of your aid in the first 

revolution. 



NOTIOB TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
AU contributions must be addressed to " %he Editor, L.B.C. Gazette, 
35, Eastcheap, E.C.," and must bear the name of the author, though not 
necessarily for insertion. They must be written on one side of tlie 
paper only, and, if immediate insertion is desired, must be received not 
later than Wednesday morning. Messrs. Darling supply portfolios in 
which unbound copies of the Gazktte may be kept ; cost is 2s. ; stamped 
on outside with the Club badge. There are still a few covers for 187S, 
and members can be supplied with back numbers of the Gazette at the 
cost of Id. each. 

Printed for the Proprietors by Darling & Son, at the Minerva Steam 
Printing Office, 35, Eastcheap, London, E.C.— December 3, 18S0. 
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1880. 

The Old Year has gone, and looking forward to the 
New One as something which is to be in many ways better 
than the last, it seems but right to jot down briefly, if only 
by way of epitaph, some of the salient incidents of the 
year 1880. 

The weather, always so important an item in the bicyclist's 
reckonings, has treated us with very tolerable consideration, 
and the result has been increased attendances at club runs. 
Though we believe there is not the same difficulty in 
deciding the winner of the cup as existed last year, still 
we venture to predict that more attendances in the aggre- 
gate will be found to have been scored this year than last. 

Foremost among the features of club runs has been the 
large increase in the number of Joint Meets and General 
Meets, and these have, if we may credit the reports appear- 
ing from time to time, proved a great success. The N.E. 
District has at last decided that the river is not impassable, 
and in spite of grumbling we believe there is a decided wish 
to renew the experiment next year. The joint run of three 
Districts to Chigwell was also a very novel experiment, but 
was also, we understand, very generally appreciated. 

The year commenced with serious misgivings as to how 
we should sustain the loss of our late invaluable Captain, 



and there can be no doubt that the Club suffered a most 
serious deprivation in being deprived of his services, still 
we trust the fact that we are yet alive and flourishing may 
encourage us to bear with equanimity the present loss of 
both Captain and Secretary, although we add that all the 
District Captains are new to their work, with the exception 
of Theo. Godlee, wbro has been so often an acting " Sub- 
stitute." 

Constantly increasing attractions have deprived us of the 
invaluable services of our Treasurer during the whole 
season, but in spite of this we anticipate a very favourable 
balance-sheet when the report is sent out. The race 
meetings have, we hear, shown a balance on the right side ; 
and we have been saved tlie expense of the Cambridge 
meeting, as this year it was held in the provinces. Added 
to this the Clerk of the Weather has further increased our 
present balance by the total failure of the competitors in 
the Bath Trials to complete the distance in the time ; and 
to all these circumstances we may add the fact that our 
own issue has been somewhat curtailed in frequency. 

Last, but not least, we may briefly refer to the racing 
year. Wyndham still remains to the fore, and it is worthy 
of notice that, though he no longer holds the premier 
position in the bicycling world, which seems almost to be 
matter of history to many of the riders of the present day, 
still his times keep on improving year by year. W. T. Thorn 
has also been one of the leading men of the year, and has 
done much to uphold our old fame, while we are glad 
to see his brother is emulating his success. Cleaver was 
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one of our chief hopes in the early part of the season, hut 
an unlucky accident at Oxford, on Whit Tuesday, un- 
fortunately put him completely kars de combat. The 
C.U.Bi.C. have at last completely turned the tables on us, 
partly by a new method of scoring which all acknowledge 
to be an improyement, but chiefly, no doubt, by the 
poss^&sion of some wonderful riders. We trust, however, 
that next year may show a rather larger number of racing 
men, and this wish we are sure will be sympathised with 
even by the most uncompromising road riders in the Club. 

In conclusion, we may perhaps be allowed to refer to 
ourselves. We began the year as a new broom, and we 
have done our best to sweep to advantage, with what 
result is for our readers to judge, but we have to thaiik 
our only too small number of contrit utors for supplying the 
materials which we have had to sweep, and to express a 
hope that their numbers and the size of their contributions 
may increase. With that we wish most sincerely to them 
and to our much wider circle of readers a very happy 
New Year. 

GENERAL MEETING. 

Trhe Annual General Meeting will be held at the 
"London" (late "King's Head") Tavern, Fenchurch 
Street, E.C., on Monday, the 24th January, 1881, at 
6.30 p.m. 

Under Rule 30, no nomination or other motion can be 
brought forward at the meeting unless notice in writing of 
the motion shall have been sent to me at least fourteen 
days before that date. 

An "Agenda" paper, containing particulars of all 
motions, etc., to be considered at the meeting, will be made 
up and sent to members as soon after the 10th January as 
practicable. 

The report and balance sheet for 1880 will also be sent 
round in due course. 

The Committee are not yet prepared with nominations 
to be made for all the offices for which elections have to be 
made for the General Meeting, but the Committee have 
decided to make the following recommendations : — 

The Committee will recommend the meeting to continue 
the L.B.C. Gazette. 

They will nominate for election the following gentlemen : 

President Hon. I. E. Falconer. 

Captain ... T. E. Scrutton. 

Treasurer F. Godlee. 

Editor L.B.C. Gazette... Ashley Barrett 
District Captain (N.E.) Theo. Godlee. 

„ (WO EW. Naylor. 

„ (S.E.) A. Barker. 

Committee ... (N.K) E. H. Barrett and F. Jolly. 

„ ... (N.W.) H. R. Boyce and N. B. Morris. 

„ ... (S.W.) G. P. Coleman and H. Jennings. 

... (S.E.) 8. P. Smith and F. M. Williams. 



Messrs. Smith, Thorn, and Koch will probably all be 
nominated for the two seats on the Committee for the 
West District. Herbert R. Botgs, Hon. Sec 



COMMITTEE. 



At a meeting of the Committee held on Monday, the 
6th December, the following gentlemen were elected 
members of the Club : — 



Nm* aad Addnn. FropoMr. 8«e>Bd«. 

lamhwg, Robert, 10, Sounddie 

VillM, W H. 6. A. Brown. Arthur Herbert 

Baynolds, Lonis Baiii^, 10, Ade* 

laide Crescent, Brighton The O'EeUIj. H. B. O'Beilly. 

The resignations of Messrs. F. A. Drew, E. W. James, 
C. H. Dickinson, and F. W. Nicholson were accepted. 

The following gentlemen were struck off the list of 
members in accordance with Rule 18: E W. Corner, 
W. B. Parker, 0. Scott, and W. J. Sercombe. 

It was decided to recommend the Annual (General 
Meeting to continue the L.B.C. Gazette. 

The Hon. Sec. was directed to request Messrs. H. Sharp 
and A. Henry to audit the Treasurer's accounts for the year 
1880. 

At the request of the C.n.Bi.C. it was decided to hold 
the C.U.Bi.C. i;. L.B.C. Match at Cambridge again next 
year. 

At a meeting of the Committee held on Monday, the 
20th December, 

The resignations of Messrs. H. J. Boyill, A. Broad, R. 6. 
Trollope, and J. R. Trollope were accepted. 

It was decided to hold the Annual General Meeting on 
Monday, the 24th January, 1881. 

H. R. BoTCB, Hon. Sec. 



REPORT. 

Members are requested to forward me lists of prizes won 
by them, and notes of touring and long-distance riding for 
insertion in the report. Herbbbt R. Boyoe. 



THE S.E. BALL. 

This ball, which had been so much looked forward to, is now 
a thing of the past, and greatly it is to be regretted that it 
is so^ and that we must wait another twelve months before 
the next one takes place in this District. That punctuality 
had been impressed upon everyone was evident from the 
large number of people who were in the Hall at half-past 
seven, and within ten minutes of that time the first vaLse 
was in full swing. 

The band, an excellent one, was composed of five 
musicians, who played respectively the piano, violio, 
cornet, double-bass, and flageolet. They performed their 
duties well, and rarely played too fait Perhaps the 
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mnsic most approyed was *' Liebes Gredanke/' '' Dolores/' 
" Dreamland/' " Sweethearts/' " Amourette and Tanze/' 
and "At the Perry." 

The members present are much indebted to those ladies 
who so kindly helped to select the music. 

The programmes were most tastefully got up by Messrs. 
Darling and Son, who deserve great credit. The drugget 
was efficiently laid down by Mr. Chapman, who is evidently 
no novice in the art. The supper was provided hy Mrs. 
Pusey, who far exceeded our most sanguine hopes ; and we 
take this opportunity to again thank her for her attention. 

There were in all twenty-six dances, of which twenty-two 
were valses, and it was nearly two a.m. before the National 
Anthem warned us that our first ball was at an end. Even 
at that late hour, the hall was by no means empty, and 
several omnibuses and carriages were waiting to carry the 
dancers to London, Parnboro, Blackheath, Beddington, and 
other places. 

The King's Arms Hotel, where the fiouth-Easters have 
been so well treated lately, was full of L.B.C. members, who 
report that their wants were well attended to. 

About 145 people were present at the Ball, of whom 
about 75 were ladies. 

Two Kcycles lent for the occasion by Arthur Herbert 
and J. W. Potter, with the District Challenge Gup, helped 
to remind us thatiwe were Londoners, which was perhaps 
just as well, since we seemed to be in quite a different 
atmosphere to that in which bicycles generally move. 

P. M. Williams, District Captain. 

FOUND. 
A long piece of muslin and lace, and a black fan — the 
latter broken — at the Public Hall, Croydon. 

LOST. 
A lace handkerchief, at the same place. — ^Apply to the 
District Captain. 



L.B.C. DRAMATIC SOCIETY. 
The first performance of the L.fi.C. Dramatic Society 
will take place at St. George's Hall, on January 13tb, when 
the Comedy of " Cyril's Success " will be performed, with 
the following cast : — 

Yiioonnt Glycerine ... ... J. F. Danell 

Cyril Gnthbert ... ... ... Fred. W. Moms 

Major Treherne, M.P, ... ... Frank Hinch 

Hon Fredk. Titeboy ... .., B.M.Gmggen 

MaUhew Pinoher ... ... C. C. Fitch 

Mr. Fitzpelbam ... ... ... E. Faxon 

Jonas Grimley ... ... H. Naylor 

Ck>lonel Bawker ... ... *.. Ashley Bairett 

Paul Bingo, B.A. ... ... A. Henry 

Pepper ... ... ... ... A. Buckler 

Club Waiter ... ... ... J. A. Waring 

Mn. Cuthbert ... ... ... Miss Cresswell 

(By arrangement with Miss Litton, Gaiety Theatre.) 
Miss Grannett ... ... Miss Agnes WiUoughby 

Mrs. Singleton Bliss ... ... Miss Maria Harris 

(By arrangement with Miss Ldtton.) 
Perkins ... ... ... Miss Kate Lee 

Stage Manager, J. T. Stephens 
(By arrangement with Miss Litton.) 



The performance will commence at 7.30 p.m. It is 
requdsted that gentlemen will appear in evening dress, 
altliough this is not compulsory. To avoid disappointment 
it is as well to state that no one except officials will be 
admitted on the stage. 

Tickets may be obtained of the Actmg Manager, F. M. 
Williams, 24, Dingwall Boad, Croydon. Reserved Stalls, 
4s ; Balcony (unreserved) 2s. Sfembers of this Society 
are entitled to a stall on application before date of the 
performance. 

Post-Office Orders to be made payable at Gresham House 
Post Office, City. Fred. W. Morris, Hon. Sec. 



LONDON BICYCLE CLUB WEST DISTRICT BALL. 

A Dance will be held at Willis's Rooms, King Street, St. 
James's, on Monday, February 14th, 1881 (Valentine's Day), 
commencing at eight o'clock punctually, until twelve p.m., 
to enable members living in the country to get home com- 
fortably. The following gentlemen have kindly consented 
to act as Stewards i — 



Barker, A. (S.E.) 
Barrett, Ashley (S.E.) 
Brown, H. G. A. (S.E.) 
Boyce, H. B. (N.E.) 
Bruce, J. R. (W.) 
Buckler, A. K (N.W.) 
Cleaver, H.V.(W.) 
CurtU, R. H. (SJS.) 
Francis, R. G. (S j:.) 
Gerish, F. E. (S.K) 
Gmgyen, R. N. {S.W.) 
Henry, A. (W.) 
Herbert, Alfred (S.E.) 
Herbert, Arthur (S.E.) 
Jennings, H. (S.W.) 



Jolly, F. (N.E.) 
Kinder, J. (S.E.) 
Koch, A. H. (W.) 
Koch, E. C. (W.) 
Law, 0. E. (W.) 
Muller, W. (W.) 
Morris, F. W. (W.) 
Naylor, E. W. (W.) 
Naylor, H. (W.) 
Smith, S. P. (S.E.) 
Smith, W. A. (W.) 
Thorn, O. (W.) 
Wilks, J. W. (S.W.) 
Wyndham, W. (S.E.) 
WiUiams, F. M. (S.E.) 



The tickets will be 10s. 6d. for gentlemen, and 78. 6d. for 
ladies; light refreshment will be provided. Tickets may be 
obtained from any of the Stewards, or from 

Will. T. Thorn, Jan., Hon. Sec. 
11, Ladbroke Square, Netting Hill, W. 

Chaperones' tickets to be had free— one for every five 
tickets sold. 

SOCIAL EVENINGS. 

N.W. DiSTBIOT. 

The next Social Evening Meeting in the N.W. District, 
as announced in last Gazettb, will take place on Saturday, 
15th January, at the ''Holly Bush Hotel/' Hampstead, 
near the Fire Engine Station, at top of High Street. This 
time we shall have a fine, Luqge, and very comfortable room, 
and experience has shown us that we receive every attention 
at this house, without speaking of another attraction— 
" the sympathetic waiter." 

So far, the system of social meetings in each district, 
altematelyi appears to be approved of and to work well. 
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I trust, therefore, that all districts will be well represented 
on this occasion, our own members particularly. Omnibuses 
from comer of Tottenham Court Road stop close to the 
''HoUy fiush«" There are trains every fifteen minutes 
firom Broad Street, Mansion House, Kensington, and stations 
on the District Railway to Hampstead Heath Station. 
Plenty of trains also on the Metropolitan and Midland 
Railways to the Finohley Road stations, which are only 
ten minutes' walk from the " Holly Bush Hotel" 



S.K District. 
The second social evening of this district will be held at 
the King's Arms Hotel, Katharine Street, Croydon, on 
Saturday, the 8th January, 1881. Tea at 6.30 p.m. 
Trains leave Victoria at 5.45 p.m., and London Bridge at 
6 p.m. for East Croydon. A S.E. member will be at the 
East Croydon Station to act as local guide. 

F. M. Williams, District Captain. 



A BROTHER IN TRAINING. 

My tfioughts, one evening last April, were of a pleasant 
nature : for had not my brother H — gone out to dinner, 
and signified his intention of not coming home till the 
following day ? These words sound unsisterly, but when I 
say that my brother was one of those numerous young men 
wlio have just developed into full-blown solicitors, and who, 
till they get employment, hang about the house doing 
nothing, I feel sure that all sisters at least will sympathise 
with me in my delight at the prospect of an evening's 
solitude. He had passed his three examinations without 
much difficulty, and was therefore considered by his fond 
mother and admiring sisters a marvel of cleverness. But, 
alas, the world at Urge did not seem to concur in this 
opinion. Instead of the numerous letters which my 
mother had fully anticipated he would receive, begging 
him to enter different old-established firms at any price, 
he received many rebuflb in his attempts to get a clerkship 
in these self-same firms. Having no fixed occupation, his 
time hung heavy on his hands, especially as almost his only 
amusement was a short bicycle ride once or twice a week. 
I must here mention that he .was an S.B.C. man. It was 
considered, both by him and my parents, to be my duty to 
amuse him of an evening, after he had finished smoking his 
horrid pipe. I had, therefore, not only to play chess with 
him pretty nearly every evening— a game at which I was 
inV^ably beaten — but also to do it whilst there was still a 
strong smell of tobacco (which I hated) about him. But I 
must return to the evening which I expected to enjoy so 
thoroughly. I wished to read the third volume of an 
interesting novel, which book my father intended taking 
back to the library early next morning. I settled myself 
cosily and began it. After reading happily for half-an-hour, 
some one rushed into the room, seised my book, threw it on 



the table, and shouted at me as if I were somewhere in the 
Arctic regions : " I'm going into training for the S.B.C. 
races next June ; as I have only two months to train in 
I came back here directly after dinner, for I felt I 
had not a mmute to spare to see about things." Angry 
and disappointed as I assuredly was, I could not say 
anything — my surprise was too great. That H — , a 
short, exceedingly stout young fellow, weighing certainly 
over rather than under twelve stone, should dream of 
going in for bicycle races, simply amazed me. He, seeing 
my astonishment, bridled up and said— "Well, is there 
anything so very out of the way in it ? — you are always 
telling me I'm as broad as I'm long. By training I shall 
soon become as slim as anyone could wish. In two months' 
time I have to reduce myself to ten stone." He sighed as 
he spoke, evidently thinking of the numerous good things 
he would have to forego to attain his object. Comical as 
the idea undoubtedly was, I rather liked it, thinking that 
it would give him emplojrment and afford him amusement 
for some time to come. With a sigh of regret, I tried to 
put my story out of my mind, for he evidently wanted 
some one to talk to about the pUns with which he was 
brimming over. First came the question as to what sort 
of machine he should ride. After some discussion with 
himself, he settled on an all -bright 52-inch ^'Humber." 
Then he proceeded as to what costume he should appear in. 
He seemed to have a great psncharU for alternate broad 
stripes of blue, red, and yellow, till I represented to him 
that, as he was not perfectly certain of winning any race, 
it would be a pity to make himself too conspicuous. He 
at last consented to put up with reasonably narrow blue 
and yellow stripes ; further tban this, he would not be 
persuaded. Then came tha seemingly very important 
question as to who should start him. I, knowing nothing 
about races at that time, mildly suggested that I was quite 
willing to do so. After regarding me a full minute with 
an air of unutterable disdain, he said, contemptuously, 
" Silly child ; don't you know that the winning of the race 
depends upon the way you are pushed off at the start. 
I was wondering whether I could possibly get hold of 
Sapper, the champion starter. Whom he starts, he will 
probably win ; but he's sure to be already secured by one 
of the old cracks, before a new one has even a chance of 
seeing him. W— has promised to see that I have a 
good long start, so that I shall be certain to have a good 
chance of winning, whoever starts me." After talking 
nearly two hours, he decided to. buy his bicycle and order 
his costume the next day, and to begin practising on the 
Stamford Bridge cinder path, as soon as he had sent in his 
his entry to the S.B.C. Hon. Sec., and procured from him 
a ticket which would admit him to the grounds on certain 
days pf the week, fie retired early to roost ; that being a 
part of his training. My patience was then rewarded, for 
by sitting up an hour later than usual I finished my highly 
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exciting book, the interruption only having given a zest to 
mj enjoyment of it. At six o'clock the next morning I 
was awakened by aloud thump on the floor overhead where 
H — slept. I listened^ and heard the unwonted sounds of 
H — , usually a very late riser, stamping about his room. I 
jumped out of bed, threw on a dressing-gown, and ran up- 
stairs, to find out what was the matter, thinking that 
nothing but illness could have caused him to get up. Upon 
knocking at his door it was thrown wide open, and there 
stood H — , got up in a most comical fashion. In answer 
to my question as to whatever he was about, he said, as if 
amazed at my forgetfulness, " I'm only training.*' I could 
not suppress a shriek of laughter, his appearance was too 
ridiculous. He had a dirty little yellow smoking cap, with 
a tassel, on his head. He had put on a pair of open-work 
Japanese slippers, which, having no support to the heel, 
were continually slipping oflF. A red table-cloth was flung 
over his shoulders, and as if the loose ends inconvenienced 
him he had fastened them down by pinning a pillow-case 
round his waist, over them. His face was flushed with 
exertion, and in each hand he held a heavy dumb-bell. The 
thump, as he himself told me, had been caused by his 
endeavour to balance one of the dumb-bells on the second 
finger of his left h^nd. As I stood there laughing he tried 
to lift both dumb-bells, only using one hand, and without 
' the thumb, over his head. The consequence was that they 
both fell with a dreadful noise on the floor. I fled, seeing 
that the frivolous laughter with which I regarded him and 
his proceedings only vexed him, while to suppress it was 
beyond my power. I returned to bed ; but, alas ! not to 
sleep, for each time I began to doze a thump overhead 
quickly brought me back to my senses. I confess his antics 
did strike me as rather ludicrous and tiresome, but con- 
soled myself with the idea that all sisters who have racing 
brothers are obliged to undergo the same disagreeables. 
Breakfast time, no H — . Half way through the meal, 
he came rushing in, exclaiming about the glorious 
four-mile walk he had just had. He begged that 
for the next two months we would put no sugar in«his tea. 
Butter he also declined, saying that both were fattening, 
and therefore forbidden by the stern decrees of " training." 
He asked, wistfully, whether we did'nt notice how loose his 
clothes already were for him. My dear mother declared 
she did, and was quite angry when, upon appealing to me, 
I found it impossible to agree with her. H — was out all 
day long, not returning till it was nearly dinner time. He 
had bought his machine, ridden thirty milea^on it, and had 
had a six-mile walk in the afternoon. This sounded a good 
deal for a first day's training ; surely, I thought, " he will 
not be able to keep on at this rate very long." We had 
several friends to dinner, and numerous were the good 
things displayed before H— 's eyes of which he might jiot 
partake. He even refused fried potatoes, to my astonish- 
ment, knowing as I did how fond he was of them ; was it 



possible that '' training" forbade his partaking of so very 
wholesome and innocent an article of food ? Looking up, I 
found his eyes fixed on me with the expression of a martyr 
in them, and in his face I read that dreadful word " train- 
ing." All sweets he refused with a simply tragic air, 
contenting himself with bread and celery. I could not help 
admiring the poor boy's self-denial, for generally speaking 
he was very fond of dainties. Immediately, after dessert he 
joined the ladies. Now, considering that for five years he 
had regularly had his after-dinner smoke, his appearance 
caused me some surprise. He" explained to the ladies that, 
having gone into training, he must not smoke. Finding it, 
however, too much for human nature to watch the others 
enjoying what was denied to him, he had thought it best 
to leave the gentlemen, and come upstairs and make 
himself agreeable to the ladies. I saw in a minute that 
this last act of self-denial was the most trying he had yet 
experienced. During the evening poor H — was horribly 
teased, the ladies contributing more than their share of 
chafif and badinage. I was glad to see that, in spite 
of this, he had sufficient determination to retire early, 
leaving the entertaining to the rest of us. After I had 
been asleep that night for about two hours^ I was again 
awakened by hearing my unfortunate brother pacing quickly 
up and down his room. After listening some little time 
I could stand it no longer, but ran upstairs and knocked at 
his door. It seemed improbable that he could have begun 
his day's training at two o'clock in the morning. He opened 
the door immediately, and said, in a despairing voice, 
" I've not yet closed my eyes, I can't get to sleep with- 
out having had my smoke ; 1 want my pipe horribly, but I 
won't have it, no, I won't." These last words were said 
in a much firmer tone of voice ; but still, he had spoken 
so forlornly and looked so tired-out that I almost felt 
inclined to say that I would fetch his pipe for him. 
Had I done so, I feel sure it would have been all over with 
his good resolutions. My wisdom, however, prevailed, 
and after giving him a great deal of sympathy and 
encouragement, and a short lecture about showing himself 
a man, I left him. I heard him pacing to and fro, till I 
myself fell asleep half an ho^ur later. Next morning the 
dumb-bell exercise again woke me up at an unearthly hour. 
Again did he take a four-mile walk before breakfast, and 
then at that meal deny himself everything that he was 
most fond of. In the morning he had a thirty-mile ride on 
his new machine ; in the afternoon he had a good swim and 
a three-mile walk. That evening he retired early, as usual, 
and so tired out, that in spite of his again abstaining from 
smoking, after an hour's restlessness, he^ell fast asleep. 
This regime he continued for a fortnight, with wonderful 
perseverance, at the end of which time he certainly had 
grown much thinner. He looked so ill and knocked up 
into the bargain, that my poor mother besought him, with 
tears in her eyes, to give up training, even at the risk of 
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getting stouter again. He scorned the idea, till it was 
represented to him that in his present weak condition he 
would be no good at all for racing. He continued 
training for the next six weeks on a much more liberal 
scale. By the end of that time he had reduced himself 
considerably, but not so mucli as he had expected and hoped. 
He began to feel pretty confident that the two-miles race, 
at least, would be lis. Alas I he counted his chickens 
before they were hatched On the race day, when all his 
friends and admirers were assembled to see him come out 
strong, he came to an untimlly end. In the second lap of 
the first mile he came — ah ! sad to relate — an ignominious 
cropper. Face, hands, blue and yellow stripes, were all 
turned a dusky hue from their ungentle contact with the 
cinder-path. His machine, which was a beauty, was too 
much injured to be ridden again that day. He bore his 
misfortunes heroically, and was much soothed by the 
assurance of many of his friends, that had he pot met with 
an accident he would have won his heat. Certainly, he 
was first when he fell, but considering that he had 200 
yards start gi^en him, and that it was only the second lap 
of the race, and even then there were about three men close 
behind him, and gaining on him rapidly, I confess I have 
my doubts on this point. I went to bed that night with 
a happy feeling that, at last, I should be able to sleep 
till I get up. I cannot say how much I had endured all 
this time, with the being awakened so early every morning 
by the noise overhead, and the having to put up patiently 
with his temper, which, as you may imagine, was none of 
the best all this tim^. H — never intends to race again, 
and he is wise. He never will be slhn enough to look 
anything but comical on a bicycle. I heartily 83rmpathise 
with all sisters who have brothers in training, and only 
envy those happy girls who on the race day -can proudly 
proclaim that their brother has come o£f the victor. 

Patience. 

STRAY NOTES. 
As all the world is going to see the Dramatic Society's 
first Show, there is nothing for it but to ao with them. 
Apart from the natural wish to be in the Fashion, I confess 
a little curiosity to see Backbone, mv old enemy on the 
cinder path, in his new element behind the footlights. 
Treaddles, too, my trusty friend o'er many a long mile, will 
he face an audience as pluckily as the head-wind against 
which he and I have so often fought wheel by wheel. 
• •••#• 

The old Londoners who went down to the S.E. ball 
agreed in thinking it the pleasantest Club meet on record. 
Free frt)m the freezing ceremonial of the conventional 
Public Ball, theje was a heartiness about it leaving little to 
be desir«d« 

To the male of the human race a lady's dress, as a rule, 
is a profound mystery. These, however, who have given 
their minds to the subject will be pleased to learn the 
costumes were both pretty and elegai^b. Grey Grenadines 
and blue Bombazines, both richly embroidered with fanciful 



Tutte hangings and delicious trimminpis, were the order of 
the evening. A bird's-eye view from the central chandelier 
suggested to those who had the courage to obtain it a 
variegated flower bed, with geraniums and lilacs in 
abundance. The rich Indian costunaes of our foreign 
visitors were conspicuous as two brilliant exotics in the 

crowd. 

♦ ♦♦♦♦• 

They have made up their minds over in the W. that the 
Ball which the S.E. men set rolling shall not be allowed to 
stop. Music, Dancing, The Play, Matrimonial News, and 
Club Socials are like to keep us well engaged for the rest of 
the winter, till the advent of riding weather. 

Under the soothing of the Indian weed I love to think 
of the Halcyon days when, grateful to the promoters of 
Inter-Club matches, we shall all have comfortably inter- 
married. Then do I picture to mjrself some happy Ftopia. 
a suburban colony of old L.B.C. men with tlieir wives and 
families. Ah, me ! the happy vision fades with the smoke 
of my pipe. 

Our old friends The Paynes will be represented on 
January 5th and 6th at the Public Hall, Eaist Grinstead, 
bv Mias Lizzie Payne, who is to appear in some Amateur 
Theatricals by the local Dramatic Society. 

Many will be glad to hear our old friend and absentee 
member, Oeorge C. Nooth Cooper, has returned from 
Texas, after an absence of three years. He will most 
likely return to America in March, taking a wife with him. 

♦ ^ • « • • ♦ 

The Treasurer is 'really believed to be this side of Aden, 
and is expected to be on view at the General Meeting. 
' L'homiib qui eit. 

THROUGH SOUTH-EASTERN FRANCE AND 

NORTHERN ITALY. 

jPVom Valence (Dep. DrSme) to Pisa. 

When I read the announcement in the November number, 
that ".the S.W. man would write a report" of this tour, I 
was tempted to treat the statement as *' premature," but 
yet, as a would-be-loyal subject and member, I cannot 
withhold a more than half-willing obedience, and so will 
transcribe such few rough notes as were taken during the 
journey. 

The party was composed of N. B. Morris, whose repeated 
continental experiences entitle him to recognition as 
'' Capitaine ;" the writer, who for some occult reason was 
gazetted in a former campaign as "Lewtnong;" and W. J. 
Williams, who has not yet claimed any rank, but who, as 
rumour says, is now to " have greatness forced upon him." 
They were in £act the available remnant of the Pyr^nfeaa 
Tour of 1879. 

The trio met at Newhaven on Monday night, the 27th 
September, and the next afternoon saw them in Paris. As 
little as possible shall be said of their pilgrimage that 
evening, over weary miles of bad pavS, between the Rue 
St. Lazare and the Chemin de fer de Lyons ; and when we 
have seen them packed in a third-class compartment of an 
" omnibus " train warranted to reach Lyons in about seven* 
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teen or eighteen hoars, and snugly jammed between hordes 
of " militaires " who were alternately shouting the "Mar- 
seillaise/' snoring and perspiring, it may be best to assume 
that they were happy. 

*' Making a night of it " is a phrase capable of embracing 
many and varied shades of external circumstances. But 
there is an end to every human pleasure, and the three 
men and machines emerged from the "6are" at Lyons 
(Lyons-Perrache, five kilos from the other Lyons sta- 
tion) about four o'clock in the afternoon of 29th 
September. They were soon after installed at the " Hotel 
de Provence/' situated on the Cours Napoleon, a fine, 
parallelogram of avenues covering a space between the 
rivers Saone and Rhone, luid spanning both by suspension 
bridges at each end. A walk towards the confluence of the 
two rivers, where the blue stream from the Lake of Geneva 
and the yellow waters from the plains of Burgundy run 
side by side in one channel and tlien gradually assimilate, 
occupied our time till after dark. We did not seek4he more 
central part of the city, whioh seems to cover a gr^at spaoe. 

Detailed plans for the tour had been deferred until 
reaching the field of operations. One idea had been to 
train to Avignon. Another, prompted by rumours that 
the higher portion of the Rhone Valley contained scenery 
equal to that of the Rhine, suggested that we should take 
the road at Lyons, or a point near. We split the difference 
by taking train next morning as far as Valence' (106 
kilos — about three hours). The intervening country, of 
which we had good views, was of a varied charlbcter, 
with striking portions, and would be well worth, riding. 
The road and railway botli follow the general course of the 
Rhone between lines of vine-covered hilis^ which at 
intervak break into the valley in bold bluffs and cliffs, 
flanked by mountains of rugged appearance and respectable 
dimensions. 

So, from a 'cycling point of view, the tour began at 
Valence. It may be convenient to give here the following 
daily precU of our road work before filling in the descriptive 
details : — 



Sept. 
Oct. 



30. — Valence to Montelimar 
1. — Montelimar to Avignon . ^ 
3. — (Sunday) at Marseilles 
4. — Marseilles to Toulon^ 
5. — ^Toulon to le Luc (Frejus) 
6. — Frejus to Cannes 
7. — Cannes to Nice 
8. — Nice to Mentone 
9. — Mentone to San Remo 
10. — (Sunday) at San Remo 
11. — San Remo to Atbenga 
12. — ^Albenga to Cogoleto 
13. — Cogoleto to Gtenoa ... * 
14. — Sestri Levant! to Spesia 
15. — Spezia to .Pisa ... . 



lOLU. 

27J 
fill 

46 
84 
22i 

.20 
18J 

85 
40 



17* 
37| 



37 
56 

427 miles 



Resuming the story at 30th September. We leaehed 
Valenco' about two o'clock. After light luncheon and^ 
some little delay, apropos of fitting luggage, we' took the 
Marseilles road, which is straight, wide, and fairiy level — 
the surface of limestone beaten hard and smooth-^t its 
best like asphalte, but with manyi^y>s» holes. The Rhone 
valley up to this point is narrow, but below it ^dens 
gradually into something like an open plain, and after a 
few miles the hills had retired some distance froh the road 
and^iver. The chief rural feature was the abundance of 
mulbeny trees, from which the peasants were gathering the 
leaves. At about twenty-three kiioa (intermediate dis- 
tances will be usually given in kilometres, of which it will 
be remembered eight make as nearly, as ^possible fiv^mdes),* 
crossed the river Drdme and passed through Loriol, a small 
town having a port connected with it on the Rhone. We 
found various moderate inclines ; and one, rather long, up 
and down, crossing a shoulder of the hills on the Jeft' bank. 
We reached Montelimar (forty-five kiloa) between five and 
six o'clock, enteiing it by a curious old narrow arched 
gateway, and walked a long distance throtigh a narrow 
and rather mean street, badly paved This bcought us 
through the town to an open space, on^which is the Hotel 
de la Foste, a very good house, witb ample accommodation 
and large gardens. The special industry of this town 
appears to be the Qianufacture of the sweet compound 
called " Nougat." It figured prominently at table d'hOte' 
dessert ; dome of the party liked it — te ooe it brought 
modified lockjaw ! Conversation at dinner with some 
intelligent commis-Wiyageurs^ who were amusing and 
obliging, and gave us serviceable information. The usual 
. after-dinner* stroll took us to a "Grand Place," with 
spacious avenues, in which a large military band played 
throughout the evening. This was a striking contrast to 
the httddled-up street close by, forming the old town, which 
we had traversed during the afternoon. Lewt-nokq. 
(To be continued.) 

THE BALL. 

Mt dbar ANasLUfA, — Why mil children be so perverse 
as to catch those nasty measles just at the most awkward 
time? It is bad enough for you to be in quarantine all 
Christmas, but worst of all to have been prevented 
attending that most glorious success, the L.B.C. S.E. D.B. 

I must tell you all about it, but, as your last letter 
contained neither address nor date, fear this may wander 
about, and finally reach the usual goal of missing letters. 
Happy thought, this shall not be a missing letter^ but a 
Stray Note; and in the pages of our own Gazette you will 
find recorded a few remarks in re the aforesaid L.B.C. 
S.E.D.B. written especiallv for your delectation. The Hall ^ 
was decorated very prettily, and the floor good, except at 
the lower straight; and there lurked an evil trap door, 
which proved too often a trip door. 

The dresses were, on the whole, good ; and silk, velvet, 
plush, cashmere, and satin were quite the rule, and flimsy 
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Tarletanes fortunateljNthe exception. Bhbrt. dresses were 
also the rule — only two or three long trains impeded the 
•dancers. -One poor young fellow pathetically. remarked it 
was bad enough to lijtve to catch trains in the "morning, 
without being frowned upon for doing so in the evening. 

Old^old was much worn ; pale blue, cream and wliite even 
more so, and severaljiandsomo black dresses threw up the 
various delicate sliades and snbdued the very bright tints, 

I w^fts told there were six belles of the ball by six different 
Ihen,- and uo doubt if I had ai>ked sixteen or sixty everyone 
would have occupied that pinnacle of fame in turn. 

It is true that there were very many pretty girls present, 
and of all styles of beauty. Tall, short, fair, and dark, all 
were "alike charming, and there was fortunately an almost 
entfre absence of that weary, boi-ed, and uninterested look 
too pften to be seen in a ball-room. 

I BeeH say but little of the men. You know them, my 
dear Angelina, and to know is to approve of the majority. 
Men who can stand the ordeal of racing costume can but 
look well in the orthodox " war paint," and as one and all 
seemed bent upon making the ball a success, they were 
animated, i)right, and pleasant. , Wheel talk was conspicuous, 
• by its absence, and never did men exert themselves more 
in the Art of pleasing those from whom thfey gaily spin away 
each fine Saturday. 

The promoter deserved and received the cordial thanks 
'of all present for tlie thorough, effective, and thoughtful 
manner in which he had arranged everything. Nothing 
was forgotten, nothing was wanting, and certainly no one 
can. but say succeas crowned the efforts of the indefatigable 
Captain of the 8.E.D. 

• One word about the dancing. Individually I had none 
but good partners, but we all suffered more or less severely 
from other people's partners. Crushed toes and bruised 
arms were all too general, and one poor girl, with tears of 
anguish in her eyes, said, " Oh ! Georgina, my dear girl, 
would that your L.B.C. men danced as well as they ride." 
She was suffering from general shock to the system 
administered by the Obstructive. No one seemed to know 
who this very ParneU of dancers was; but surely no bicyclist 
would have obstructed the course so persistently and per- 
versely. He woiild career wildly about the room at full 
speed ; then, where dancers were thickest, about the middle 
of the j^oom, would suddenly stand quite still, and walk 
leisurely across amongst his suffering victims, with a bland 
smile upon his countenance, and a vacuous expre&sion in his 
eye. The shock of the inevitable collisions his behaviour 
involved was painful in the extreme, and impossible to be 
avoided by the best «teerers. I am not sure as to the 
relative numbers of good, bad, and indifferent dancers, but 
I know there were a great many good. One of the best 
dancers on our side was a chaperon e. My dear, it was a 
treat to see her waltz, and her reversing was real reversing, 
not only taking a turn or two backwards. 

I was told by a hungry member that the supper was 
really excellent ; by a thirsty member that the champagne 
and claret cups were remarkably good ; by a warm member 
that the ices were refreshing ; and can say from my own 
experience that the sherry was above the average. 
' The music was capital. Some thought it ratber too fast ; 
but, then, some people are never quite satisfied unless 
everything suits them to a nicety; and I think the majority 
preferred the quick waltz, and therefore the majority was 
pleased. What more could one desire — good music, good 
dancers, pretty girls, agreeable men, pleasant talk, and 
continual dancing; I never enjoyed a ball more ; every 



minute was enjoyable ; every partner wag pleasant ; and 
everj'thing was done to make one wish that the S.E. ball 
will become an annual affair. 

Farewell, Angelina. May you be present at the next, 
and enjoy youiBelf as much as did your Georgina. 

To th$ Editor qf the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 
Sir, — On reading your alarming eye-opener in the last 
Gazette as to the duties of the Hon. Sec, one is inclined 
to ask whether life is not too short for such an oflSce. 
Why not have a Secretary for racing as well as the 
Hon, Sec, 1* In that case, possibly, Boyce might be 
prevailed on to continue as one or the other. — Yours 
truly, N.E. 

TRAMWAYS. 
To the tSitor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette. 

Sir, —I note the anxiety on the part of N. W. District 
at the proposed advent of " tramrails " on their luxurious 
roads. Being a W. member, I have often used the Acton 
lines on very dark nights as a kind of cinder path for 
making good time up from Hayes. On a heavy machine 
with good spring, on a well-laid line, one feels infinitely 
more comfortable than on a semi rolled and fully-holed 
macadam rQ|id. Further experience shows that, if one 
does skid and> drop hurriedly 4^ feet on to the ^anite, 
that the coming tram can certainly lift a bruised bicyclist 
and his mangled machine some two miles nearer home, if 
he only choose the far end of the tram, when he fractures 
the near side " wing" of his new " Xtra." 

P.S. — Which, by the way, is quite as cosy and barouche- 
like as the ancient *' Irish Challenge." I now take the 
long route byi the lanes. 

.CHANGE OF NAME. 

To the Editor of the London Bicycle Club Gazette, 

Sir, — I subjoin copy of a letter I have sent to the 

Honorary Secretary of the London Bicycle Club, and 

shall be glad if you will allow of its insertion. — Yours truly, 

H. C. Clifton. 
21, Alpha^Road, N.W., 20th December, 1880. 

(Copy.) 
21, Alpha Road, Regent's P»k, N.W., 
' ^ 20th Decembef, 18S0. 

Deab Sib,- — Owing 'to private family reasons, I have changed my 
name from FbiITH to OuFTON. I shaU be obli^jr^d if you will take 
notice of my h&ving done so, and that my address is now No. 21, 
Alpha Road.— Yours truly, H. C. CLIFTON. 

To H. R. BOVCB, Esq., 
Hon. Secretary, Loiidon Bicycle Club. 

If any membeir'is T?iUing to go shares in a cottage or 
x« lodgings in .tlie N.E., N.W., or S.E. distrfct, within a 
convenient distance by fkil of the City, will he kindly 
communicate with j^e ^soon as possible, so that we may 
take choice and possession without delay. Editor has my 
address. W. 

NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
All contributions must be addressed to " The Editor, L.B.C. Gazette, 
35, Eastcheap, E.C.," and must bear 'the «tme of the author, though not 
necessarily for* insertion. They must be written on one side of the 
paper only, and, if immediate insertion is desired, must be received not 
later than Wednesday morning. Messrs. Darlixig supply portfolios in 
which unbound copies of the Gazette may be kd^t'; cost is 2s. ; stamped 
on outside with the Club badge. There af6 still a few covers for 1878, 
and members can be ^plied with back numbers of the Gazette at the 
cost of Id. each. 
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